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ADVERTISEMENT 


PREFIXED  TO  THE  FRENCH  EDITION. 


Few  works  of  imagination  have  been 
more  favourably  received  by  the  Public, 
or  more  generally  read,  than  the  former 
Volumes  of  the  Thoufand  and  One 
Nights,  tranflated  from  the  Arabic  by 
M.  Galland.  But  this  Writer  acknow¬ 
ledges  in  his  Preface,  that  his  Work  is 
incomplete,  and  that  he  has  tranflated 
only  a  fourth  part  *  of  the  Original,  the 

rc- 


*  M.  Galland,  however,  with  an  inconflftency 
very  common  to  .tranflators  in  general,  fays,  in 
the  la  ft  page  of  his  tranflation,  A  thoufand  and  one 
nights  had  elapfed ,  &c.  This  cafual  afliertion  is 
made  only  lo  give  a  formal  conclufion  to  the 
work,  and  by  no  means  implies,  that  he  has  given 
the  Thoufand  and  One  Nights  complete:  For, 
from  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-fixth  night, 
which  conflitutes  two  thirds  of  the  tranflation, 

(and 
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Vi  ADVERTISEMENT. 

remaining  part  of  the  Arabian  Manu- 
fcript,  which  would  have  completed  the 
Work,  not  being  then  in  the  Library  of 
the  King  of  France,  from  which  the 
former  part  was  taken.  It  has  lately 
been  brought  thither  by  Dom  Denis 
Chavis,  a  Native  of  Arabia,  and  prieffc 
of  the  Congregation  of  St.  Bazile,  who 
was  .called  to  Paris  by  Government,  un¬ 
der  the  prote&ion  of  M.  Breteuil,  an  en¬ 
lightened  lYlinifter,  and  zealous  Patron 
of  the  Arts  and  Sciences.  This  learned 
Arabian  undertook  to  enrich  that  fpecies 

of 

(and  according  to  fome  editions,  the  hundred  and 
ninety  feventh)  he  depaits  from  his  original  plan 
of  dividing  the  tales.  Nothing  is  more  certain,, 
or  eafier  to  be  proved,  than  that  a  complete  copy 
of  the  original  Arabic  did  not  exift  in  France  at 
the  time  when  M.  Galland  lived.  Befides,  it  is 
as  eafy  to  prove,  that  the  reft  of  this  valuable 
manufcript  has  been  difeovered,  and  depofited  in 
the  King’s  Library,  as  to  prove  the  exiftence  of 
the  learned  Arabian,  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  it,  and  of  the  man  of  letters,  whom  he  has 
aflociated  with  him,  in  order  to  enrich  our  lite¬ 
rature  with  his  tranflation. 


advertisement.  vii 

$f  our  Literature,  which  has  amufement  * 
for  its  objeft,  with  the  prefent  charming 
Continuation  ;  and,  to  render  the  trans¬ 
lation  more  corredt,  he  aflociated  with 
him  in  the  work,  M.  Cazotte,  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  author  of  the  poem  of  Ollivier , 
the  Liable  Amonreux ,  the  Lord  Im¬ 
promptu^  and  many  other  productions 
*  which  have  met  with  a  very  favourable 
reception  from  the  Public. 

It  may  well  be  prefumed,  that  the 
beauties  of  the  original  Arabic,  which 
have  been  faithfully  tranfmitted  to  us  by 
an  enlightened  man,  deeply  interefted  in 
the  glory  of  his  native  country,  have  loft 
nothing  by  palling  through  the  hands  of 
M.  Cazotte,  who  has  difplayed  fo  much 
Spirit,  elegance,  and  wit  in  his  owil 
works. 

* 

It  is,  therefore,  with  entire  confidence, 
that  we  prefent  to  the  Public,  this  Con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  Thoufand  and  One 

/ 

Nights, 
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Nights,  which  is  not  inferior,,  in  point 
of  imagination,  inter  eft,  and  variety,  to 
the  former  Volumes,  tranflated  by  M. 
Galland.  Befides  the  merit  of  fur- 
nilhing  us  with  an  entertaining  fpecies 
of  reading,  it  leads  us  into  the  extenfive 
regions  of  the  Eaft,  with  which,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  we  are  little  acquainted,  and  opens 
a  rich  fource  of  inftru&ion  concerning 
the  religion,  philofophy,  and  chara&er 
of  the  inhabitants  of  a  great  part  of 
Afia. 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


T he  ftory  of  the  Sultan  of  Periia,  and  of  the 
two  jealous  lifters,  feemed  to  have  given  great 
pleafure  to  the  Sultan  Schahriar,  whofe  curi- 
oUity  it  was  intended  to  keep  continually  alive, 
by  exciting  in  him  a  defire  to  hear  new  {lo¬ 
ries. 

Sifter,  faid  Dinarzade  to  Scheherazade,  this 
marriage  of  Khofronfchah  made  in  the  courfe 
of  a  night,  whofe  confequences  have  given  rife 

fo  interefting  events,  brings  to  my  remem¬ 
brance  thofe  which  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alraf- 
chid  contracted  with  the  Princefs  of  Peifia, 
and  the  beautiful  Zutulbe,  at  his  return  from, 
thofe  walks  which  he  fo  often  delighted  to  take 
through  Bagdad  in  difguife.  I  have,  with 
much  pleafure,  heard  you  relate  them  ;  and  if 
jou  can  now  recoiled  the-  circumftances  of 
them,  I  doubt  not  but  their  recital  will 
be  very  entertaining.  Sifter,  replied  the  beau- 
Vol,  I.  A  tifui 
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tiful  Sultanefs,  the  partiality  which  I  have  al¬ 
ways  had  for  the  actions  of  the  Caliph  Ha- 
roun,  has  prevented  me  from  forgetting  an y 
of  thofe  of  which  the  knowledge  has  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  us  ;  and  T  have  fuch  a  (lock  of  them 
as  will  notfoon  be  exhaufted :  But,  lince  you  de¬ 
lire  it,  if  my  mafler  the  Sultan  will  do  me  the 
favour  to  lend  his  attention,  I  will  begin  with 
relating  the  adventures  which  you  have  juft 
now  mentioned.  The  Sultan  fmiled  in  token 
.of  approbation,  and  Scheherazade  began  as 
follows. 


\X’he  Caliph  a  Robber  ;  or,  the  Adventures  of 
Haroun  Alrajchid  with  the  Princefs  of  Per - 
fia ,  and  the  beautiful  Zutulbe. 

T he  feaft  of  the  Haraphat*  had  aflembled  at 
Bagdad,  round  Haroun  Alrafchid,  the  Vifiers, 
the  Grandees,  the  Nobility,  and  even  fome  of 
the  Princes,  who  were  fubjeft  to  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  this  powerful  and  renowned  Caliph, 
to  concur  with  him  in  celebrating  this  auguft 
fellival.  In  obferving  the  religious  ceremo¬ 
nies,  every  thing  wasluvilhed  to  increafe  their 

magnificence 

*  The  feaft  of  the  Haraphat  is  a  feftival  among  the  Muf- 
fjihnen,  at  which  they  fscrifice  animals. 
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magnificence,  decorations,  and  pomp.  The 
fonorous  voices  of  mufical  inflruments  made 
the  vault  of  the  grand  mofquc  to  refound  : 
perfumes  embalmed  the  air  :  the  blood  of  hei¬ 
fers  flowed  upon  the  altar,  which  was  ferved 
and  furrounded  by  the  different  orders  confe- 
crated  to  its  fervice.  In  fhort,  nothing  was 
wanting  which  could  witnefs  to  heaven  and 
earth  the  piety  of  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful, 
the  Commander  of  Believers,  and  the  greateft 
Sovereign  of  the  Earth.  But  the  ceremony 
was  long ;  and  Haroun,  fatigued,,  moreover, 
with  the  multitude  of  addrefles  which  he  had 
received,  and  the  neceflity  he  was  under  of 
fliewing  himfelf  attentive  to  them,  was  at 
length  overcome  whth  wearinefs  and  difgoil. 
He  addrelTed  himfelf  to  his  Grand  Vifier,  the 
chief  of  the  Barmecides. 

lt  Giafar,P  faid  he  to  him,  “  the  feaft  of  ouir 
great  Prophet  ought  to  infpire  us  with  joy  ; 
but  in  fpite  of  all  my  exertions,  I  find  melan¬ 
choly  gaining  upon  me.  Even  amid  the  pomp 
and  fplendour  of  this  numerous  affembly,  I 
feel  myfelf  tormented  bj  an  involuntary  un- 
eafinefs.  I  have  need  of  objects  fitted  to  diffi- 
pate  my  cares  ;  but  on  a  day  like  this,  I  can 
give  myfelf  up  to  thofe  only  from  which  the 
people  will  derive  advantage.  We  will  both 
difguife  ourfelves  ;  we  will  go  down  to 

A  a  Bagdad  j 
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Bagdad  ;  we  will  diftribute  alms  to  the  poor,, 
and  endeavour  to  give  comfort  to  the  unhappy.. 
Befides,  I  wifh  to  fee  with  my  own  eyes  if 
the  people  are  happy  under  my  government 
if  my  minifters  of  juftice,  and  thofe  who  are 
cntrufted  with  the  police  of  the  city,  difcharge 
their  duty  with  fidelity.” 

Giafar  Ihewed  himfelf  complying  and  fub— 
mifiive  to  the  inclinations  of  the  Caliph.  Both 
of  them  went  into  a  private  apartment,  and 
there  difguifed  themfelves  :  Each  of  them  took 
a  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  •  they  left  the  pa¬ 
lace,  and  traverfed  the  ftreets  and  public  places 
of  the  city,  fcattering  alms,  on  the  right  hand 
and  on  the  left,  to  every  needy  perfon  whom 
they  met  in  their  way.  In  palling  through 
one  quarter  of  the  city,  they  found  a  woman 
fitting  on  the  pavement  in  the  middle  of  the 
ft  reef.  She  held  out  her  hand  to  the  Caliph, 
begging  charity  of  him  for  the  love  of  God., 
The  fovereign  was  ftruck  with  the  beauty  of 
the  arm  which  was  ftretched  towards  him  : 
Its  form  was  perfect,  and  it  was  whiter  than 
alabafter.  He  gave  Giafar  a  piece  of  gold  to 
deliver  to  the  woman  :  the  vilier  executed 
the  defign  of  his  mailer. 

The  woman,  upon  receiving  the  gift,  Unit 
her  hand,  and  thought  Ihe  perceived  from  its 
bulk  and  weight,  that  what  Hie  held  was 

cot. 
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not  an  ordinary  coin,  fuch  as  is  commonly 
diflributed  in  alms.  She  opened  her  fingers 
and  faw  a  piece  of  gold.  Immediately  file 
called  aloud  upon  Giafar. 

“  Ho  !  excellent  young  man,”  faid  file  to 
him  as  foon  as  he  was  within  reach  of  hearing 
her,  “  the  piece  you  gave  me  is  gold:  did 
you  mean  to  give  it  in  alms,  or  had  you  any 
other  intention  ?”  “  It  is  not  to  me,”  an- 

fwerd  Giafar,  “  that  you  are  indebted  for  this 
generofity,  but  to  the  young  man  who  ac¬ 
companies  me.”  “  Be  fo  kind,  I  befeecli 
you,”  replied  the  woman,.  “  as  perfuade 
him  to  explain  the  motive  of  the  gift  which 
he  has  made  me.”  Giafar  related  to  the 
Caliph  this  new  entreaty  of  the  woman,  and 
was  ordered  to  tell  her  to  be  perfectly  cafy 
about  the  intention  which  he  had  in  doing  her 
good,  for  charity  and  the  love  of  God  were 
the  foundation  of  it.  “  In  that  cafe,”  replied 
the  woman,  “  you  will  tell  my  benefactor, 
that  I  thank  him,  and  am  going  to  offer  up 
Applications  for  the  continuance  of  his  life.” 

The  Caliph,  informed  by  Giafar  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  woman  had  received  the 
gift,  and  of  the  wifhes  the  had  formed  for  the 
hand  by  which  fhe  faw  it  beflo  ved,  immedi¬ 
ately  fent  him  back  to  her.  “  Afk  of  her,” 
faid  Haroun,  “  whether  fhc  is  a  maid  or  a 

A  3  married 
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married  woman  ?  If  her  hand  is  ftill  free,  tell 
her  that  I  make  her  a  propofal  of  marriage.*’ 

Giafar  acquitted  himfelf  of  this  new  meflage. 
The  woman  anfwered  that  (lie  was  a  maid, 
and  that  fhe  was  ready  to  marry  the  young 
man  who  had  fuch  a  regard  for  her,  provided 
he  was  rich  enough  to  give  her  a  fuitable 
dowry.  “  Who  can  this  woman  be?”  faid 
Giafar,  as  he  reported  the  anfwer  j  “  does  fhe 
doubt  that  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful 
cannot  furnifli  a  dowry  ?” 

“  My  difguife  is  an  excufe,”  faid  the  Ca¬ 
liph  ;  “  learn  from  her  to  what  fum  fhe  will 
have  her  dowry  amount.”  The  grand  vizier 
obeyed  the  orders  ■which  he  received,  and  this 
was  the  anfwer  of  the  woman  :  “  My  dowry 
mufl  be  equal  to  the  tribute  of  the  city  Ifpahan 
and  that  of  Karaflin  for  a  whole  year.” 

This  anfwer  made  Giafar  fhake  his  head. 
The  Caliph  had  gone  before  to  the  palace. 
The  grand  vizier  gave  him  an  account  of  the 
conference  which  he  had  juft  now  had  with 
the  woman  and  he  appeared  fatisfied  with 
it.  “  Go  back  to  her,”  laid  he  ;  “  fhe  will 
he  aftonifhed  to  find  that  I  accept  her  propo- 
i'al.” 

The  grand  vizier  immediately  returned  to 
the  unknown  lady,  and  difeharged  the  com- 
miGion  which  he  had  to  her.  “  Who  can  this 

bef’ 
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"be,”  replied  (he,  “  who  is  in  a  condition  to 
give  a  dowry  of  fucb  importance  ?  What  is.  his 
-  rank,  and  his  power  ?”  “  The  ftranger  of 

whom  I  fpeak,”  anfwers  Giafar,  “  is  Haroun 
Alrafchid  :  in  one  word,  he  is  th%  Commander 
of  the  Faithful.” 

At  the  name  of  the  Caliph,  and  upon  fuch  a 
propofal  coming  from  him,  the  woman  rofe  up, 
covering  herfelf  with  her  robe,  that  fhe  might 
appear  with  more  decency  and  modefty  in  the 
light  of  the  grand  vizier.  She  gave  thjyiks  to 
God,  and  faid,  “If  the  man  who  propofes 
himfelf  as  a  fpoufe  to  me,  is  the  Caliph,  I  will 
be  contented  to  be  his,  and  you  may  aiTure  him 
of  my  confent.”  Giafar  gave  an  account  to  Ha¬ 
roun  of  the  laft  converfation  which  lie  had  held 
with  her,  and  defcribed  in  a  few  words  her  earn- 
age,  tone,  and  attitude.  The  Caliph  immediate¬ 
ly  ordered  one  of  the  women  of  the  palace,  who 
had  the  mod  venerable  external  appearance, 
accompanied  with  a  great  number  of  flaves,  to 
go  in  fesrch  of  the  unknown  lady,  and  conduft 
her  to  the  baths  of  the  palace. 

Upon  coming  out  of  the  bath,  Ihe  was  rich¬ 
ly  drefled.  Diamonds,  jewels,  and  trinkets  of 
every  kind,  were  not  fpared  in  fitting  out  her 
attire.  She  was  conduced  into  one  of  the 
riche  ft  apartments  of  the  palace,  which  was 
deftined  for  her ;  and  as  foon  as  fhe  was  placed 

in 
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in  it,  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs  came  to  give 
an  account  to  Haroun  of  the  execution  of  his 
orders.  The  Commander  of  the  Faithful* 
then  ordered  Giafar  to  bring  the  cadi  that  he 
might  draw  up  a  contract  of  marriage. 

When  the  evening  was  come,  Haroun  en¬ 
tered  into  the  apartment  of  his  fpoufe  ;  up¬ 
on  perceiving  him,  flie  proftrated  herfelf  as 
a  mark  of  homage,  and  exprelTed  her  gra¬ 
titude  to  him  in  the  warmed  terms.  The 
Caliph  fat  down,  and  feated  her  befide  him. 

“  Who  is  jour  father,  madam  ?”  fa  id  he  to  her,. 
“  and  whence  do  you  take  your  defeent,  that 
you  have  alked  of  me  fo  confiderablc  a  dow¬ 
ry  ?” 

“  Prince  of  the  Faithful,”  anfwered  fhe, 
with  downcaft  eyes,  in  proof  of  her  modefty, 

you  behold  a  defeendant  of  Kaflera  Aboc- 
heroan  from  whom  I  take  my  origin.  R.e- 
verfe  of  fortune,  and  the  fatality  of  deftiny, 
have  reduced  me  to  the  condition  in  which  you 
found  me.”  “  Princefs,”  replied  the  Caliph, 

“  you  are  the  grand-daughter,  then,  of  Kaflera, 
who  is  fo  unhappily  renowned  for  thofe  ads 
of  tyranny  by  which  his  reign  was  fullied,  and 
who  exercifed  great  cruelties  on  his  people  ?” 
lt  It  is  the  fame  tyranny,”  anfwered  the  prin- 
cc-fs,  “  which  has  brought  his  children  to  the 
fad  condition  of  alking  alms  in  the  flreets.” 

“  But 
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u  But  I  have  been  afiured,”  replied  the  Ca¬ 
liph,  “  that  having  returned  from  his  errors, 
and  extravagancies,  he  governed  during  the 
latter  part  of  his  reign  with  great  moderation* 
and  diftributed  juftice  with  fo  much  exadtnefs, . 
that  even  the  beads  of  the  field  and  the  birds  of 
the  air  lhared  of  his  beneficence.”  44  It  is.  for 
that  indeed,  O  Caliph,”  anfwered  the  princefs, 
44  that  God  now  intends  to  reward  his  defen¬ 
dants,  by  taking  from  the  midft  of  the  ftreets 
one  of  his  daughters,  to  raife  her  to  the  diftin- 
guifhed  title  of  fpoufe  to  the  Commander  of 
the  Faithfuli* 

The  wife  anfwer  of  his  new  fpoufe  moved 
Haroun  Alrafchid  even  to  compaffion.  He 
locked  her  in  his  arms,  and  teftified  by  thf5 
mod  affe&ionate  embraces,  how  much  he  va¬ 
lued  his  conqued,  for  which  he  was  indebted 
to  the  goodnefs  of  heaven.  But  the  delight 
to  which  he  yielded  himfelf  was  foon  inter¬ 
rupted  by  a  trouble(bme*refle£tion. 

44  Pardon  me,  princefs,” -cried  he,  44  if  I 
am  forced,  by  a  vow,  to  tear  myfelf  from  the 
pleafing  feduction,  of  which  I  have  juft  now 
felt  the  attraction,  I  am,  at  this  moment,  the 
mod  unhappy  of  mortals.  This  morning,  in 
the  tranfports  of  zeal,  and  having  no  idea  of 
the  treafure  which  my  good  fortune  was  this 
day  to  bring  in  my  way,'  1  have  fworn,  in  ho¬ 
nour 
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The  cruel  year  was  now  elapfed  :  the  day 
on  which  it  ended,  was  the  return  of  the  grand 
feltival  of  the  Haniphat,  The  Caliph,  Gia- 
far  the  grand  vifier,  and  Mefrour  the  chief 
of  the  eunuchs,  went  down  together  to  Bag¬ 
dad:  they  pafled  through  the  principal  ftreets  in 
difguife,  and  every  thing  feemed  in  good  order. 
In  returning  to  the  palace,  the  Caliph  pafled 
near  the  fliop  of  a  paftry  cook,  where  fo  great 
an  air  of  neatnefs  prevailed,  that  his  curiofity 
was  excited  to  examine  the  paftry  of  it,  which 
was  fet  out  with  profulion.  Nothing  could 
be  more  flattering  to  the  fight  or  the  fmell. 

As  foon  as  Haroun  had  got  back  to  his  a- 
partment,  he  pointed  out  the  fliop  of  the  paf¬ 
try  cook  to  one  of  his  officers,  and  command¬ 
ed  him  to  go  there,  and  order  an  hundred  ca- 
taifs  *.  The  officer  executed  his  commiflion ; 
and,  after  feeing  the  cataifs  made  in  his 
prefence,  fent  them  to  the  palace.  The  Ca¬ 
liph  no  fooner  received  the  paftiy,  than  he 
put  a  piece  of  gold  into  eacli  cataifs  covered 
them  with  piftachios,  fprinkled  the  whole  with 
fugar,  and  caufed  the  treat  be  carried  to  the 
Perfian  princefs  his  fpoufe,  letting  her  know 
before-hand,  that,  the  year  of  the  oath  being 
expired,  the  commander  of  the  faithful  would 
come  to  her  that  very  evening. 

The 
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The  eunuch,  who  carried  the  mettage,  had 
orders  likewife  to  enquire  of  the  princefs,  if 
there  was  any  thing  wherein  the  Caliph  could 
gratify  her  willies.  “  I  want  nothing,”  re¬ 
plied  the  lovely  defcendent  of  Kaffera  ;  “as 
foon  as  I  {hall  have  the  happinefs  to  behold 
the  Caliph  in  perfon,  all  my  wifties  will  be 
fulfilled.” 

The  Caliph  was  highly  pleafed  with  the 
wifdom  of  this  anfwer  ;  but  wifliing  very 
much  to  do  fomething  agreeable  to  his  new 
fpoufe,  he  ordered  Mefrour  to  infift  that  £he 
would  think  of  fomething  by  which  he  might 
do  her  a  pleafure.  “  Since  the  Caliph,”  re¬ 
plied  {he  to  the  eunuch,  “  intends  by  all 
means  to  oblige  me,  you  will  tell  him,  that 
I  with  to  have  a  thoufand  pieces  of  gold,  and 
a  woman  in  whom  he  can  truft,  to  accompany 
me  through  the  ftreets  of  Bagdad,  where  I 
am  defirous  to  go  in  difguife,  that  I  may  dif- 
tribute  alms  among  the  poor,  to  whofe  num¬ 
ber  I  made  an  addition  but  a  year  ago.” 

The  Caliph  fmiled  at  the  requeft,  and  or¬ 
dered  the  objeft  thereof  to  be  immediately 
accomplilhed.  The  princefs  and  the  woman 
who  attended  her,  patted  through  the  flreets 
of  Bagdad,  diftributing  alms  on  all  Tides, 
fintil  they  had  fpent  the  thoufand  pieces  of 
gold. 
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The  day  was  exceedingly  hot :  the  princefs, 
in  returning  to  the  palace,  felt  an  exceflive 
third,  and  fignified  to  her  companion  her  de¬ 
fire  to  drink  :  the  latter  perceived  a  man  who 
fold  water,  and  propofed  to.  call  him.  *l  No,’* 
faid  the  lady,  “  I  will  not  drink  out  of  the 
fame  veflel  from  which  all  the  public  refrelli 
themfelves-:  I  feel  a  diflike  to  it.” 

They  then  drew  near  to  a  great  inn  :  the 
attendant,  as  foon  ns  fhe  had  fet  her  foot  upon 
the  threfliold,  which  was  made  of  fandal  wood, 
perceived,  through  an  open  window*,  a  golden 
luflrc  fufpended  from  the  middle  of  the  vefti- 
bule  by  a  twilled  rope  of  the  fame  metal.  A 
curtain  richly  embroidered,  and  ferving  to 
keep  out  the  wind,  wTas  ftretched  out  on  both 
fades,  and  two  fophas  made  of  the  fined;  mar¬ 
ble,  the  one  on  the  right,  the  other  on  the  left 
of  the  door,  conftituted  the  furniture  of  this 
pi  ace. 

After  taking  this  fhort  furvey,  the  at¬ 
tendant  knocked  at  the  gate ;  it  opened ;  a 
young  man,  handfome  and  well  drefled,  ap¬ 
peared  and  afked  wherein  he  could  fevve  her. 
“  You  fee  my  daughter,  Sir,”  anfwered  (he  ; 
“  fhe  has  a  violent  third,  and  fhe  does  not 
like  to  quench  it  from  the  veflel  belonging  to 
the  man  who  fells  water  ;  give  her  a  glafs 
Vol.  I.  B  of 
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it,  and  you  will  lay  us  under  the  ftrongeft  ob¬ 
ligations  to  you.” 

“  Your  defire  {hall  be  granted  inftantly,” 
replied  the  ybung  man.  He  went  away,  and 
returned  in  a  moment  after,  with  a  golden  cup 
full  of  water,  which  he  prefented  to  the  wo¬ 
man  ;  {he  delivered  it  to  the  princefs,  who, 
taking  it  into  her  hands,  turned  her  face  to 
the  wall,  that  Hie  might  drink  unperceived. 
The  veflel  was  then  returned  into  the  hands 
of  the  young  man  ;  the  woman  expreffed  her 
oivn,  and  her  pretended  daughter’s  gratitude  : 
both  departed,  and  foon  got  back  to.  the  pa¬ 
lace. 

When  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful  had 
arranged,  as  we  have  already  told,  the  plate 
of  cataifs ,  he  farther  gave  it  in  command,  that 
they  fhould  tell  the  princefs  his  fpoufe  that  he 
fent  her  a  pledge  and  token  of  peace.  The 
chief  eunuch,  who  carried  the  difh,  not  know¬ 
ing  howr  the  Caliph  had  feafoned  it  in  private, 
ncr  the  great  importance  of  which  it  was  ; 
confidering  it,  in  Ihort,  as  nothing  but  a  com¬ 
mon  piece  of  gallantry,  did  not  repeat  exadtly 
the  words  which  he  had  heard.  He  believed, 
that,  in  prefenting  the  plate  of  cataifs ,  the 
mod  important  part  of  his  compliment  was 
to  announce  the  vifit  of  the  Caliph  ;  and 
the  princefs,  equally  attentive  to  the  fame 
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objeft,  caufed  the  paftry  be  fet  down  up¬ 
on  a  little  table  in  her  apartment,  and  gave 
herfelf  no  farther  trouble  about  it. 

Returning  to  her  chamber,  after  diftribut- 
ing  the  aims;  Hie  perceived  the  plate  of  palt¬ 
ry,  and  thought  it  would  be  a  proper  return 
for  the  glafs  of  water  which  fhe  had  received. 
She  adrireiTcd  her  difeourfe  to  the  woman  who 
accompanied  her :  **  Carry  immediately,” 

faid  Hie  to  her,  “  (but  as  coming  from  your- 
felf,)  this  di(h  of  cataifs ,  to  the  young  man 
to  whom  I  have  juft  now  been  indebted  for 
the  water,  and  for  the  civil  manner  in  which, 
it  was  given.” 

The  woman  executed  the  meffage :  Ihe 
found  the  young  man  fitting  on  one  of  the  fo- 
phas  in  his  veilibule.  “  My  daughter  and  I,” 
faid  Ihe  to  him,  u  are  very  grateful  for  your 
goodnefs  and  politenefs  :  accept  from  us  in 
return  this  paltry,  as  a  proof  of  the  fenfe  we 
entertain  of  your  generality.”  “  Since  yon 
wilh,  Madam,  to  acknowledge  fo  trifling  a 
fer vice,”  anfvvered  the  young  man,  **  I  Ihould 
be  afraid  of  difobliging  you  by  refuting  your 
treat ;  you  may  therefore  fet  it  down  oh  that 
fopha.”  Some  civilities,  on  both  lides,  con¬ 
cluded  this  interview  j  and  the  woman  return¬ 
ed  to  the  palace. 
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At  that  very  moment,  the  keeper  of  ths?t 
quarter  of  the  city,  came  to  the  inn  of  the 
young  man,  to  pay  him  the  ufual  comple¬ 
ment,  upon  occalion  of  the  feftival  of  the 
Haraphat .  Having  finiflied  it,  he  allied  his 
gift.  “  Take  that  difh  of  catciifs ,”  faid  the 
young  man.  The  keeper  accepted  it  with 
gratitude,  killed  the  hand  of  his  benefa&or, 
and  returned  well  fatished  to  his  houfe. 

The  wife  of  the  keeper,  feeing  him  return 
with  fo  Hiewy  and  large  a  difh,  exclaimed, 
u  From  whom  got  you  this  difh,  hufband  ? 
Have  you  been  fo  unlucky  as  to  (leal  it?** 
“  No,  my  dear,’’  replied  the  keeper,  “  the 
Ila%tb  *,  that  greac  officer  of  the  Caliph,  has 
juft  now  treated  me  with  it.  May  God  pre- 
lerve  his  life  !  let  us  fatisfy  our  hunger  with 
the  entaifs  :  they  are  an  excellent  thing.” 

“  Glutton !”  replied  the  wife,  “  would 
you  venture  to  tafte  victuals  of  fo  great  a 
price  ?  Go  and  fell  them  along  with  the  plate; 
l'uch  dainties  were  not  made  for  poor  people 
like  us  :  We  will  purejiafe,  with  the  money 
which  you  will  get  for  them,  provifions  more 
lifeful  to  our  family.” 

<{  Wife  !  wife  !”  cried  the  keeper,  “  God 
has  fent  us  cataifs\  and  I  mean  to  eat  them.” 

“  You 

% 

•  The  Hjz:1  is  the  firft  officer  of  the  houfhold  to  the 
Caliph . 
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u  You  (hall  not  tafte  a  Angle  one  of  them,” 
replied  the  wife,  in  an  angry  tone  :  “  Your 
fon  has  neither  a  bonnet  nor  (hoes :  I  am  al- 
moft  naked  ;  and  you  are  clothed  in  nothing 
but  rags  :  go,  fell  this  difb  immediately,  and 
bring  back  the  money.” 

The  keeper  could  not  refill  his  wife :  he 
went  to  the  market,  and  gave  the  plate  to 
the  public  crier.  A  merchant  bought  it  at 
a  price  fufficient  to  pay  the  dues  of  the  crier, 
and  carried  off  his  purchafe. 

T  he  buyer,  while  on  the  road  to  his  own 
houle,  examined  the  purchafe  which  he  had 
made,  and  faw  the  name  of  Haroun  Alrafchid 
written  around  the  difh :  he  immediately  re¬ 
turned  and  accoffed  the  crier  :  “  Take  back 
your  difh,”  faid  he  to  him  ;  “  do  you  wifh  to 
ruin  me,  and  expofe  me  to  the  fufpicion  of 
having  ftolen  a  veftel  belonging  to  the  empe¬ 
ror?” 

The  crier  inquired  into  the  faft,  read  the 
cha rafters  engraven  upon  the  edge  of  the  difli,. 
and,  mightily  aftonifhed,  flew  with  the  great- 
eft  fwiftnefs  to  the  palace.  He  requefted  to 
be  prefented  to  the  Caliph,  gained  admiftion, 
and  fhewed  him  the  catai/s ,  and  the  veftel 
whereon  they  were  placed T 

Haroun  inftantly  recognized  the  plate  which 
he  himfelf  had  prepared  for  one  of  the  diflies, 
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at  his  collation  with  the  princefs.  This  great 
man  had  the  failing  to  fuppofe  all  his  actions 
of  the  greateft  importance.  In  arranging  the 
cataifsy  he  believed  he  had  prepared  an  ag- 
greeable  furprife  for  his  new  fpoufe,  and 
thought  that  he  had  afforded  her  a  fmall  op¬ 
portunity  of  diffufing  her  bounty  around  her, 
while  die  feemed  to  all  her  flaves,  to  give  a- 
way  nothing  but  cataifs.  The  deranging  of 
this  little  fcherne  of  gallantry,  gave  offence  to 
the  fovereign  who  formed  it.  A  reflection 
flill  more  troublefome,  was  connected  with 
it.  A  prefent  coming  directly  from  himfelf, 
was  negleCted  and  defpifed,  notwith (landing 
what  he  had  ordered  the  eunuch  to  tell  in  his 
name.  He  got  into  a  furious  paffion  againfl 
the  Perfian  princefs. 

Tell,”  faid  he  to  the  crier,  in  a  tone  of 
rage,  “  from  whom  you  got  this  difh  of  ca¬ 
taifs. ” 

“Moft  powerful  Caliph,”  anfwered  the  crier, 
“  it  was  the  keeper  of  fuch  a  quarter  of  the  city 
who  gave  it  me  to  expofe  to  fale.” 

The  Caliph  ordered  the  keeper  to  be  brought 
before  him  in  chains,  and  with  his  head  and 
feet  uncovered.  The  man  was  feized,  and  con¬ 
ducted  to  the  feet  of  the  Caliph,  in  ftriCt  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  orders.  The  unhappy  wretch, 
feeing  himfelf  in  this  deplorable  condition,  on 
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account  of  the  difh  of  cataifs ,  uttered  dreadful 
imprecations  againft  his  wife.  “  Curfed  crea¬ 
ture  !”  faidhe,  “  made  to  betray  the  man  you 
meant  to  ferve  :  No,  nobody  ought  to  trufl 
you,  though  you  fhould  feem  to  advife  him  to 
what  is  proper.  Had  you  let  me  eat  this 
difh  of  cataifs ,  nothing  difagreeable  would  have 
happened  to  me — but  you  with  to  be  frugal 
and  oeconomical.  Your  like  ruined  the  firit 
man  ;  and  your  like  will  not  fail  to  do  the 
fame  to  the  laft.  Here  I  am,  expofed  to  the 
wrath  of  the  Prince  of  all  the  earth  :  Come 
now  and  give  me  an  advice,  which  lhall  ex¬ 
tricate  me  from  danger,  if  it  is  pollible  for 
any  good  thing  to  come  out  of  that  mouth 
which  has  always  deceived.”’ 

The  Caliph  interrupted  this  loud  complaint, 
by  alking  the  keeper,  who  had  delivered  to 
him  the  difh  of  cataifs :  “  Speak,  wretch  !” 
faid  the  enraged  Sultanj  “tell  the  truth,  if  you 
would  efcape  death.” 

“  O  Commander  of  the  Faithful !”  cried  the 
.  keeper,  trembling,  “  may  your  highnefs  fuf- 
pend  the  effects  of  your  wrath,  and  prevent 
them  from  falling  on  an  unfortunate  man,  who 
is  altogether  innocent  !  It  was  the  Haxeb  Ye- 
maleddin,  your  grand  officer,  who  gave  me 
the  difh  and  the  cataifs  for  my  yearly  gift.” 

At 
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At  the  name  of  Yemaleddir*,  the  anger  of 
the  Caliph  feemcd  to  increafe  :  He  ordered 
this  officer  to  be  brought  before  him,  with  bis 
head  and  feet  uncovered,  his  hands  bound,  and 
having  the  muflin  of  his  turban  round  his 
neck  :  The  fame  decree  bore,  that  the  houfe 
of  this  officer  fhould  be  razed  to  the  ground>- 
and  that  all  his  goods  and  moveables  fhould 
be  confifcated.- 

The  bearers  of  the  order  went  to  the  houfe 
of  the  Hazeb,  furrounded  his  inn,  and  knock¬ 
ed  at  the  gate.  He  opened  it  himfelf,  and,  to 
his  great  aflonifliment,  heard  the  fevere  order 
of  the  Caliph  intimated  to  him.  They  let 
him  remain  ignorant  of  the  caufe  ;  and  his  firfl 
flep  was  fubmiffion.  “  I  obey  God,”  faid  he, 
**  and  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful,  his  reprefenta- 
tive  upon  earth.” 

One  of  the  officers  raifed  his-  hand  to  the  ‘ 
turban  of  the  Ha%cby  and  put  the  muffin  of 
it  round  his  neck.  “  Is  it  by  the  order  of  my 
fovereign,”  fays  Yemaleddm,  “  that  you  ufe 
me  thus  ?” — “  Yes,”  arfwered  the  officer,  “  I 
mufl  con fifeate  your  goods,  and  raze  your  houfe, 
and  I  mufl  conduct  yourfelf  in  chains,  with 
your  head  and  feet  uncovered,  to  the  Sultan. 

I  will  not  execute  my  orders  in  all  their  ri¬ 
gour  :  We  remember  with  gratitude  the  good 
which  you  have  done  us,  and  that  your  houfe 
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was  always  open  to  us,”  “  Since  this  is  tire 
difpofition  of  your  mind  with  regard  to  me/’ 
replied  the  Ha%eb  ;  “  when  you  deftroy  my 
houfe,  leave  an  afylum  to  my  aged  mother, 
and  to  my  young  fifter.” 

Yemaleddin  was  conducted  before  the  Ca¬ 
liph,  and  prodrated  himfelf  at  his  feet. 
44  May  the  God  of  heaven,”  faid  he,  “  confer 
all- happinefs  upon  the  fovereign  difpofer  of  his 
will  upon  earth  !  O  wife  and  equitable  Ha- 
roitn  Alrafchid,  wherein  has  your  humbled 
(lave  offended  you,  to  have  deferved  fo  fevere 
a  punifhment  ?” 

“  Do  you  know,”  anfwered  the  Caliph, 
“  fbewing  him  the  keeper,  that  man  who  is  in 
chains  befide  you  ?” 

lt  It  is  the  keeper  of  our  quarter,”  replied 
the  Haxeb .  “Do  you  know  this  difh  ?”  con¬ 
tinued  Haroun  ;  u  who  delivered  it  to  you  ? 
Why  did  you  proditute  it  fo  fliamefully,  as 
to  give  it  for  an  yearly  gift,  to  the  vileft  of  my 
flaves  ?” 

“  My  fovereign  lord  !”  anfwered  Yemaled- 
din,  “  befo  good  as  hear  me.  I  was  in  my  own 
houfe,  when  a  perfon  knocked  at  the  gate  ;  I 
opened  it  myfelf,  and  an  aged  woman  told 
me  that  a  lady,  who  was  along  with  her,  was 
her  daughter  ;  that  (lie  was  dying  of  third, 
and  did  not  choofe  to  drink  out  of  the  veilel 

which 
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which  belonged  to  the  mm  who  fold  water : 
“  Give  her  lonie  to  drink,  l  pray  you,”  fa  id  ihe. 
I  went  back  into  my  houfe,  and  gave  a  cup  full 
of  water  to  the  perlon  who  addrefTed  me.  The 
young  lady  drank,  and  they  both  departed. 
I  remained  fitting  to  enjoy  the  frefli  air,  upon 
one  of  the  fopbas  which  are  at  the  entrance 
to  my  inn,  when  the  fame  woman  returned, 
and  breught  this  very  difh  of  cataifs  which  I 
now  behold.  “  My  fon,”  faid  fite  to  me,  “  the 
lady  to  whom,  in  fo  obliging  a  manner,  you 
gave  to  drink,  thanks  you  for  your  kindnefs, 
and  begs  you  to  accept  this  fmall  mark  of  her 
gratitude.”  She  fet  down  the  difli  on  the  fo- 
pha  oppofite  to  her,  and  departed.  The  keep¬ 
er  of  the  quarter,  in  a  little  after,  came  to 
pay  me  a  compliment  upon  occafion  of  the 
feftival  of  the  Haraphat ,  and  alked  of  me  the 
ufual  gift.  I  gave  him  fome  money  and  this 
difli,  which  I  never  touched.  This,  O  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Faithful,  is  the  moll  exact  re¬ 
lation  which  I  can  give.” 

The  Caliph,  during  this  detail,  felt  that  in¬ 
dignation  which  is  natural  to  a  man  of  fo  ele¬ 
vated  a  ftation.  “  A  woman  whom  I  have 
taken  from  the  very  dunghill,”  faid  he  to  him- 
felf,  “  gives  to  one  whom  flie  does  not  know 
a  hundred  cataifs  feafoned  with  gold,  pista¬ 
chios,  and  fugar,  and  that  too  with  my  own 
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hand,  merely  to  repay  him  for  a  glafs  of  wa¬ 
ter  !  She  was  right  to  demand  that  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  two.  provinces  fhould  be  facrificed  for 
her  dowry.  I  fent  her  a  token  of  love,  a 
pledge  of  peace  :  She  gave  it  to  the  feller 
of  water;  and  fuch  is  the  eftimation  in  which 
the  grand-daughter  of  King  Kafiera  holds  the 
prefents  which  are  made  her  from  affe&ion, 
by  Haroun  Alrafchid.  But  let  us  fee  how  far 
the  Prince fs  has  carried  her  forgetfulnefs  of 
roe,  and  of  herfelf.”  Then  addrefling  the 
Hazeb  in  a  difordered  and  frightened  tone  of 
voice:  “  Yemaleddin,”  faid  he  to  him,  “did 
you  fee  the  face  of  the  woman  to  whom  you 
gave  drink  ?” — “  Yes,”  replied  the  Hazeb  in 
confuflon,  and  without  attending  to  the  an- 
fwer  which  he  gave. 

At  this  confeflion,  which  was  equally  falfe 
and  involuntary,  jealoufy  was  added  to  the 
indignation,  which  burned  in  the  breafl  of 
Haroun.  He  ordered  that  the  Perflan  Prin- 
cefs  fhould  be  inflantly  brought  before  him, 
and  that  her  head,  and  that  of  Yemaleddin, 
fhould  be  cut  off. 

The  grand-daughter  of  Kaflera  appeared. 
“  Madam,”  laid  the  Caliph,  “  under  pretence 
of  comforting  the  poor  and  the  unhappy  by 
your  alms,  you  traverfe  the  city  only  on  pur- 
pofe  to  fliew  your  face  to  this  young  man.” 

The 
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The  princefs  call  her  eyes  upon  Yemaled- 
din.  “  Did  you  fee  my  face?”  faid  file  to 
him:  “  WliO  lias  been  the  author  of  this 
falfehood  which  will  cod  us  both  our  lives  ?” 
“  Pardon  me,  Madam,”  faid  he  to  her,  “  it 
was  I  myfelf ;  my  lips  uttered  it,  without  the 
confent  of  my  heart  and  mind.  Blame  the 
fatality  of  the  flars,  and  the  wretchednefs  of 
our  deftiny,  which  have  led  me  to  tell  a  falfe¬ 
hood,  which  my  foul  difavows.” 

This  explanation  made  no  alteration  in  the 
order  given  by  the  Caliph.  The  executioner 
blindfolded  the  two  fuppoftd  criminals,  and 
then  addreiTed  himfelf  to  Haroun.  “  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Faithful,  am  I  allowed  to  give 
the  blow  ?” — “  Srike,”  faid  the  Caliph.  The 
executioner  made  one  or  two  turns  round  the 
condemned  perfons  f,  always  renewing  the 
ciueftion  to  the  Caliph,  and  receiving  from 
him  the  fame  anfwer.  After  the  third  turn, 
the  executioner  add  relied  Yemaleddin  :  “Have 
you  any  thing  to  fay  to  the  Caliph  before  you 
die?  Fake  advantage  of  the  only  opportunity 
you  can  have  of  fjvaking  :  conlider  that  you 
have  loft  all  hope  of  life.” — “  Loofen  the  ban¬ 
dage,”  laid  Yemaleddin  to  the  executioner, 

“  which 

f  The  Caliph  Haroun  caufcd  the  cuflom  be  obferved  of 
going  three  tirri-s  round  the  criminal,  before  Unking  the 
blow,  ’rite  rcafon  of  it  is  obvious. 
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rt  which  you  have  put  upon  my  eyes  :  I  wifli 
to  fee  my  relations  and  friends.”  The  Hazeb, 
having  his  eyes  at  liberty,  call  a  look  on  all 
fides,  but  faw  nobody  who  dared  to  fhew  any 
concern  for  him  j  fo  much  did  they  reverence 
the  Caliph. 

A  mournful  fllence  prevailed  throughout 
the  whole  afiembly.  Yemaleddin  availed  him- 
felf  of  it,  and  cried  out,  “  I  wilh  to  fpeak  to 
the  Prince  of  the  Faithful.”  He  was  allowed 
to  approach  him*  “  Difpenfer  of  rewards  and 
punilhments,”  faid  he,  **  fufpend  my  fate  for 
one  month  only  ;  and  in  the  three  lad  days  of 
the  delay  which  I  alk,  you  will  fee  wonder¬ 
ful  things,  the  knowledge  of  which  is  of 
the  greateft  confequence  to  you.” 

The  Caliph  was  ft  ruck  with  the  prophetic 
tone  in  which  thefe  wonders  were  predicted  : 
curiolity  being  more  powerful  with  him  than 
every  other  paflion,  and  it  being  out  of  the 
power  of  the  criminals  to  efcape,  he  determined 
to  fend  the  princefs  his  fpoule  and  Yemaled¬ 
din  to  prifon,  determining  to  do  himfelf  juf- 
tice,  as  foon  as  the  fatal  term  was  expired, 
if  he  had  been  abufed  by  a  falfe  prediction. 

Years  roll  on  ;  months  fly  ;  Jaut  days  vanifti. 
The  Caliph,  who,  having  heard  fo  many  ex¬ 
traordinary  tilings  related,  and  even  having 
Vol.  L  C  feen 
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feen  them  himfelf,  had  become  credulous  on 
many  fubje&s,  expelled  every  moment  the 
appearance  of  one  of  thofe  wonders  which  Ye- 
maleddin  had  foretold  with  fo  much  confidence. 
Twenty-feven  days  had  elapfed  amid  ordinary 
affairs.  At  lad  he  (hid  to  himfelf ;  “  mira¬ 
cles  will  not  come  in  fearch  of  me  to  my  pa¬ 
lace  ;  I  mufl  go  to  meet  them :  I  mull  go 
down  to  Bagdad,  *and  take  no  companion 
along  with  me  in  my  adventures.”  To  this 
fancy  of  traverfing  his  capital  altogether  alone, 
was  added  the  mod  extraordinary  difgqife  in 
the  world.  He  had  a  coarie  tifrban  on  his 
head;  a  buff  doublet,  almofl  wholly  covered 
with  a  leathern  girdle,  conftituted  his  apparel: 
underneath  was  a  fhort  robe  of  cloth  of  the 
mod  common  kind.  His  whole  drefs  bore  an 
air  of  antiquity;  and  half  boots  made  of  a  very 
thick  leather  completed  it. 

He  armed  himfelf  with  a  large  damas, 
mounted  with  a  box  handle;  took  in  his  hand 
a  bow  and  arrows;  and,  after  having  altered 
his  complexion,  preded  down  his  eye-brows, 
and  made  his  beard  dand  on  end,  he  fet  out 
from  the  palace,  exhibiting  the  picture  of  an 
Arab  jud  efcaped  from  the  defer t.  A  purfe 
containing  a  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  was  fixed 
to  his  girdle. 

’  .  Scarcely 
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Scarcely  had  he  palled  through  two  flreets, 
before  he  faw  a  man  come  out  of  a  Kan  *, 
and  heard  him  fay  aloud,  “  this  is  the  moft 
wonderful  thing  in  the  wo  rid.”  He  approach¬ 
ed  the  ftranger,.  “  What  wonder  is  this  ?”  faid 
he  to  him.  “  It  is  an  old  woman,”  anfwered 
he;  “  who  feems  to  be  in  the  utmofl  poverty. 
Since  morning  fhe  has  been  reading  the  Alco¬ 
ran  near  the  mofque,  as  rei.dily  and  perfe&ly 
as  God  di&ated  it  to  Mahomet  himfelf ;  Ihe 
has  been  afking  alms,  but  nobody  has  thought 
proper  to  give  her  any  ;  and  this  happens  in 
a  country  fubjeft  to  the  law  of  the  great  pro¬ 
phet  :  can  any  thing  be  more  wonderful  ?” 

The  Caliph  having  liftened  to  the  man, 
entered  the  Kan ,  and  faw  the  old  woman 
of  whom  he  had  heard  him  fpeak.  She  was 
fitting  upon  a  feat  of  (lone,  and  reading  the 
Alcoran  with  a  remarkable  diftin&nefs  and 
facility :  ihe  was  at  the  lafl  chapter  of  it :  he 
llopt  to  liften  to  her,  and  faw  in  reality  that 
there  was  an  attentive  crowd  around  her,  but 
who  gave  her  nothing.  Having  finifhed  her 
reading,  fhe  fhut  the  book,  rofe  up,  and  de¬ 
parted. 

Haroun  followed  her  in  order  to  give  her 
charity  ;  but,  as  there  was  a  great  crowd  be- 

C  2  twixt 

•  A  Kan  is  a  place  where  merchants  refort. 
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twixt  them,  before  he  could  reach  her,  he 
faw  her  go  into  a  merchant’s  fliop.  Curious 
to  know  who  this  woman  was,  and  what  Hie 
could  have  to  do  in  this  (hop,  (for  her  tatter¬ 
ed  appearance  feemed  to  indicate  that  (lie  had 
neither  the  intention  nor  the  ability  to  make  any 
purchafe  there)  he  followed  her,  and  faw  her 
enter  into  converfation  with  the  proprietor  of 
the  fliop.  Pie  drew  near  without  being  per¬ 
ceived,  and  Aliening,  heard  her  fay  to  the 
merchant,  “  Fair  young  man,  you  are  not  yet 
fettled  ;  would  you  wifli  to  receive  in  mar¬ 
riage  a  lady  of  the  moll  confummate  beauty  ?” 

“  Undoubtedly,”  faid  the  merchant.  “  In 
that  cafe,”  continued  the  woman  ;  “  follow 
me,  and  I  \yill  fhew  you  one  of  the  tvonders 

of  the  world.”  1‘ 

*  • 

When  the  Caliph  heard  this  propofal,  he 
underftood  it  in  his  own  way.  “  Abomina¬ 
ble  old  woman,”  faid  he  to  himfelf  j  “  I  took 
thee  for  a  faint,  and  thou  art  only  an  inflru- 
ment  of  ftduclion.  Thou  flialt  have  none  of 
the  alms  which  I  intended  for  thee  ;  I  muff 
fellow  thee,  and  fee  the  means  which  thou 
employed  to  ruin  youth.  I  left  my  palace 
to  go  in  fearch  of  the  wonders  which  were 
foretold  to  me,  and  I  will  not  lofe  the  op-  ’ 
poitunity  of  knowing  that  which  thou  had 
now  held  forth.”  Saying  thefe  words,  he 
followed  clofe  upon  the  fleps  of  the  old 
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woman  and  the  young  man.  She  opened  a 
door,  by  which  fhe  introduced  the  man,  full  of 
curiofity,  whom  fhe  had  brought  with  her  ; 
took  out  the  key,  and  fhut  herfelf  up  with 
him  in  the  houfe. 

Haroun  Alrafchid  would  have  loft  his  trou¬ 
ble  had  not  the  hole  of  the  lock  been  very- 
large:  he  applied  his  eye  to  it.  He  faw  the  mer¬ 
chant  {landing  alone  ;  but  in  a  moment  after, 
the  door  of  a  clolet  opened,  and  the  old  wo¬ 
man  came  out  of  it,  leading  by  the  hand  a 
young  lady  of  fuch  exquifite  beauty,  as  daz¬ 
zled  the  Caliph  while  he  looked  upon  her. 
Her  eafy  Ikape  refcmbled  the  ftalk  of  a  young 
tree  planted  on  the  brink  of  a  river;  her  black 
eyes,  like  the  fruit  of  the  rich  almond  tree  of 
Damas,  fparkled’ fweetly  as  the  morning-ftar: 
her  finely  arched  eye-brows  threatened  with 
unerring  and  deadly  darts,  all  thofe  who  ven¬ 
tured  to  look  upon  the  charms  of  her  face: 
her  mouth  was  like  the  ring  of  Solqjjnon,  on 
which  was  written  the  ineffable  name  of  God: 
the  vermillion  of  her  lips  outfhone  the  bright- 
nefs  of  the  coral  ;  her  teeth  were  difpofed  in 
the  molt  ravifhing  order ;  they  were  white  as 
alabafter,  and  covered  with  the  fame  enamel 
which  gives  a  brillancy  to  the  pearls  of  the 
Red-Sea  and  the  Peril  an  gulf.  The  few  words 
which  efcaped  from  her  lips,  feemed  to  fur- 

C  3  pafs 
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pafs  in  fvveetnefs  the  honey  Paleftine :  her 
breathing  might  be  faid  to  embalm  the  air, 
while  it  gently  raifed  upon  her  bofom,  her 
breads,  which  were  whiter  than  the  lily, 
and  rounder  than  the  pomgranate.  In  Ihort, 
die  was  above  the  praifes  which  the  mod  in- 
fpired  poet  could  bedow  upon  her  beauty  ;  and 
an  angelic  modefty  tended  to  fet  ofF  her  per¬ 
fections.  The  light  of  her  enchanted  the  Ca¬ 
liph,  who  obferved  with  pain  that  fhe  had  not 
linen  enough  to  cover  her. 

When  the  young  lady  perceived  that  her 
mother  had  expofed  her  to  the  view  of  the 
merchant,  die  was  covered  with  a  confulion 
which  did  not  detradl  from  her  beauty.  She 
endeavoured  immediately  to  tfcape  from  his 
light,  by  going  back  into  the  clofet,  whence- 
fne  had  come  out.  “  Ah  !  mother,”  cried 
die  ;  “  what  have  you  done,  to  expofe  me  to 
the  fight  of  this  man  ?  God  forbid,  that  wo¬ 
men  and^. girls  fhould  be  feen  before  them  !” 
“  Take  courage,”  faid  her  mother  ;  il  there  is 
no  harm  in  what  is  done  with  a  good  inten¬ 
tion.  A  man  may  fee  at  once,  the  perfon  of 
whom  he  is  in  fearch  :  if  fortune  unites  them, 
all  is  well  ;  if  they  do  not  agree,  he  fees  her 
no  more,  and  there  is  no  harm  done.” 

The  young  beauty  having  withdrawn,  the 
Caliph,  indead  of  his  eye,  applied  his  ear  to 

the- 
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the  hole  of  the  lock.  While  he  heard  the 
difcourfe  of  the  old  woman,  he  thought  him- 
felf  miflaken  in  fuppofing  her  td  be  a  pimp. 
“  This  poor  woman,”  faid  he,  “  has  a  beau¬ 
tiful  young  daughter  to  marry ;  and  it  is  very 
proper  for  her  to  ufe  the  only  means  flic  has 
of  procuring  her  a  hufband,  namely,  to  let 
her  be  feen.” 

While  the  Caliph  thus  reafoned  with  him- 
felf,  the  mother  entered  into  difcourfe  with 
the  young  merchant  :  “  I  promifed  you  a 
wonder,”  faid  fhe,  “  and  I  have  not  deceived 
you  ;  die  is  as  good  as  fhe  is  beautiful  ;  does 
fhe  fuit  you?”  “  Madam,”  replied  the  mer¬ 
chant,  “  fhe  fuits  me  fo  perfectly,  that  there 
is  nothing  more  to  do,  but  to  know  what  you 
demand  for  her  contradt  and  dowry.”  **  Four 
thousand  fequins  for  the  one,  and  as  many  for 
the  other,”  anfwered  the  mother.  “  Madam,” 
replied  the  merchant,  “  I  would  be  reduced 
to  complete  beggary  ;  I  am  only  worth  four 
thoufand  altogether.  I  offer  a  thoufand  of 
them  for  the  dowry,  as  many  more  to  furniih 
dreffes  for  the  nuptials,  and  furniture ;  and 
there  will  then  remain  to  me  two  thoufand 
for  trade,  and  for  the  fupport  of  my  wife  j  it 
is  impoflible  for  me  to  make  any  other  fa- 
crifice.”  “  By  the  name  of  God,  which  is 
written  on  the  forehead  of  the  great  pro— 
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phet  !”  fwore  the  woman,  44  if  a  Tingle  one 
of  the  eight  thoufand  fequins  which  I  alk,  is 
wanting,  you  (hall  not  polTefs  a  hair  of  my 
daughter. ”  44  I  will  deem  myfelf,  then,  very 

unhappy,  after  knowing  her,  Madam,”  faid 
the  merchant ;  “  but  what  you  afk  is  impoflible 
for  me So  laying,  he  bowed  and  departed. 

One  fuiter  made  his  retreat ,  and  another 
prefented  himfelf :  it  was  the  Caliph  himfelf. 
The  beautiful  lady  whom  he  had  feen,  was 
far  fuperior  in  charms  to  the  princefs  of  Per- 
lia,  who,  even  by  the  law,  was  no  longer  his 
v  fpoufe,  whom  he  had  condemned  to  die,  and 
whom  he  left  to  languifli  in  a  prifon,  waiting 
for  the  event  of  the  prophecy  of  Yemaleddin, 
on  which  her  fate  and  that  of  this  officer  de¬ 
pended. 

Haroun  Alrafchid  entered  deliberately ‘into 
the  houfe  of  the  old  woman,  and  faluted  her  : 
44  What  want  you  ?”  alked  (lie.  44  I  come, 
Madam,”  laid  the  Caliph,  44  on  the  part  of 
the  young  trader  to  whom  you  intended  to 
give  your  daughter  ;  he  has  given  me  in 
charge  to  tell  you,  that  you  nmft  think  no. 
more  of  him.”  44  We  know,”  replied  the 
old  woman  ;  44  he  left  this,  on  the  footing  of 
returning  no  more.”  44  Very  well,  give  her 
to  me,”  replied  the  Caliph,  44  and  you  will 
find  me  ready  to  pay  you  down  the  eight 
'  '  thoufand 
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thoufand  fequins,  and  whatever  you  choofe  to 
alk  for  your  furniture  and  other  fancies  :  I 
will  not  limit  you  on  that  head.” 

The  old  woman  examined  the  Caliph  from 
top  to  toe.  “  Robber  that  you  are,”  faid 
(he,  u  (for  you  have  the  drefs  of  one),  do 
you  depend  upon  plundering  the  caravan  of 
Mecca,  in  order  to  give  eight  thoufand  fc- 
quins,  fuch  a  quantity  of  linen,  fo  many 
dreffes,  and  fo  much  furniture  ?  You  have 
qot  even  wherewithal  to  cover  yourfelf :  get 
you  gone,  you  vagabond,  or  I  will  call  aflift- 
ance.” 

“  Whether  I  am  a  robber  or  not,  Madam,” 
replied  the  Caliph,  “  is  not  your  bufinefs. 
I  offer  to  pay  down  on  the  fpot  the  eight  thou¬ 
fand  fequins,  and  1  will  add  to  it  a  prefent  to 
yoii,  which  you  will  find  a  very  handfeme 

one  :  all  the  furniture - .”  “  You  mean 

to  laugh  at  me,  robber,  do  you?  but  there  is 
juflice  to  be  had  at  Bagdad  ;  it  is  not  there 
you  can  come  to  impofe  upon  a  poor  defence- 
•  lefs  woman.  I  hold  you  at  your  word  ;  if 
you  keep  it  net,  but  fool  us  here  with  lies, 
the  Commander  of  the  Faithful  will  order 
.  you  to  be  firangled  this  very  evening.” 

“  I  agree  to  the.  terms,  and  am  ready  to, 
fign  them,”  faid  the  Caliph  ;  “  I  am  to  mar¬ 
ry  your  daughter,  and  you  fliall  fee  that  I  will 

keep 
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keep  my  promife.  Upon  this  declaration,  the 
old  woman  conducted  him  into  her  chamber 
where  he  fat  down  and  faid  to  her,  “  take, 
your  precautions  againft  me,  during  your  ab- 
fence.  Lock  up  your  daughter  fecurely  ;  go 
to  the  houfe  of  fuch  a  cadi ,  (it  is  juft  at  hand) 
tell  him,  that  a  man  called  11  Eondocani  wants 
him  here,  and  beg  that  he  would  come  im¬ 
mediately 

“  And  you  think,”  faid  the  woman,  “  that 
the  Cadi  will  come  here  for  a  man  of  your 
fort?  If  you  are  rich,  it  muft  be  fo  much  the 
worfe  for  you  ;  your  wealth  muft  have  been 
acquired  in  a  wrong  way  ;  you  are  nothing 
but  a  ruffian,  and  would  a  Cadi  beftir  him- 

felf  for  you  ?” - The  Caliph  fmiled  at 

this  anfwer  ;  “  Go,  Madam,”  faid  he  to  her; 
“  give  yourfelf  no  trouble,  only  tell  the  Ca¬ 
di  to  come,  and  to  bring  with  him  paper  and 
pens.” 

The  old  woman  at  length  determined  to  go 
to  the  Cadi.  **  If  the  judge  comes,”  faid 
ffie,  “  as  foon  as  he  hears  of  the  perfon  who 
propofes  to  be  my  relation,  I  may  well  con- 
ftdermy  intended  lon-in-law  as  a  chief  of  rob¬ 
bers.  But,  either  the  Cadi  will  do  what  I 
tell  him,  or  he  muft  make  me  quit  of  this  va¬ 
gabond.”  Making  thefe  reflections,  Ihe  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  houfe  of  the  Cadi.  She  would 
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not  enter  into  the  apartment  where  this  ma- 
giftrate  was,  along  with  fome  nobles  of  the 
city.  Shame,  which  attends  poverty,  and  fear 
of  being  driven  out,  retrained  her.  “  Yet  if 
I  don’t  enter,”  faid  lhe  to  herfelf,  44  1  will  gain 
nothing.  I  mull  at  leaft  try  to  learn  who  the 
man  is  who  willies  to  be  my  fon-in-law,  were 

it  only  to  get  quit  of  him. - Come,  I 

mull  venture.”  She  then  advanced  near  to  the 
door  of  the  apartment }  but  quickly  drew  back, 
from  an  apprekenlion  left  any  improper  ftep 
Ihould  draw  upon  her  fome  dilagreeable  con- 
fequence.  Scarcely  had  fhe  given  time  to  let 
them  get  a  glimpfe  of  her  face,  when  a  ter¬ 
ror  with  which  lhe  was  feized,  abfolutely 
deprived  her  of  the  courage  to  Ihew  herfelf 
fully. 

The  Cadi  obferved  the  head  which  firft  Ihew- 
editfelf  and  then  difappeared.  He  ordered  one 
of  his  officers  to  fee  what  the  perfons  meant 
who  prefented  themfelves  in  fo  extraordinary 
a  manner.  The  old  woman  was  brought  to 
him.  44  What  want  you,  good  woman  ?”  faid 
the  judge  to  her.  *  44  Sir,”  replied  lhe,  44  there 
is  a  young  man  at  my  houfe  who  orders  you 
to  come  to  him.” 

u  What  fay  you,  infolent  old  woman  ?”  re¬ 
plied  the  Cadi  :  “  A  man  ord<  rs  me  to  come 
to  him  ?”  At  the  fame  time  he  turns  towards 

his 
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hia  officers  :  “  Put  this  impertinent  woman 
in  chains,  and  carry  her  to  the  hofpital  for 
mad  people.” — “  Merciful  God!”  cried  flie, 
as  fne  heard  the  order,  “  O  !  curfed  robber  ! 
who  has  fent  me  here  to  ruin  me.  Did  not  I 
tell  him  that  he  was  not  a  man  to  command 
the  Cadi  to  come  to  him?  Do  not  impute  if 
to  me,  my  Lord,”,  faid  (he/  addreffing  herfelf 
to  the  judge;  “  there  is  at  my  houfe  a  robber, 
a  ruffian,  a  rafcal,  who  forced  me  to  take  this 
Hep.  I  came  much  againfl  my  will ;  but,  in 
?.  word,  I  was  a  woman,  and  alone :  This 
wicked  mail  had  made  himl'elf  mailer  of  my 
houfe;  he  wifhed  poiitively  to  marry  my 
daughter  ;  lie  faid  that  you  knew  him,  and 
that  his  name  was II  Bondocani* . 

As  loon  as  the  Cadi  heard  the  name  pro¬ 
nounced,  ,l  give  pie  my  farragi,  f”  cried  he. 
“  Set  that  woman  at  liberty.  My  good  wo- 
wan,”faid  be  to  her,.ioftcning  his  tone,  “you 
fay  that  tiie  young  rrnn  who  has  fent  you  to 

me  is  named - ,” 

“  Do  not,  Sir,”  replied  the  old  woman, 
“  force  me  to  repeat  his  name  ;  it  makes  my 
heart  die  within  me.  AlTuredly  it  is  that  of 
a  great  rogue,  and  of  a  chief  of  robbers  ;  but 

.  fince 

*  When  the  Caliph  ’.vent  out  in  difguife,  he  aflumed  & 
warlike  name  known  to  all  the  principal  oflicers. 
f  A  robe  of  Hate,  worn  by  die  Cadis, 
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fince  I  mud  repeat  it,  he  is  called  11  Bondo - 
ta'ni . 

At  this  name  the  Cadi  difcovered  that  it 
was  the  Caliph  himfelf.  He  wrapt  himfelf 
up  in  his  farragi.  “  Madam,”  faid  he,  “  I 
a(k  you  ten  thouland  pardons  for  the  equivo¬ 
cation  I  have  ufed,  and  the  blunt  manner  in 
which  I  fpoke  to  you,  without  knowing  you.” 
The  fpeaators  were  greatly  aftonilhed  to  fee 
the  Cadi,  in  a  moment,  change  both  his  tone 
and  his  manner,  and  at  the  name  of  a  man, 
only  becaufe  he  was  called  11  Bondocanu 
“  Where  are  you  going,  Sir,  with  fo  much 
eagernefs?”  they  alked  him  :”  He  replied,  “  I 
have  budnefs  which  1  cannot  communicate.” 
Then  addreffing  himfelf  with  great  politenefs 
to  the  old  woman :  “  Is  it  at  your  houfe 
they  wait  for  me,  Madam  “  Yes,  Sir.” 
- “  Do  me  the  favour  to  condudt  me  thi¬ 
ther.” 

It  may  well  be  fuppofed  that  the  old 
woman  walked  back  with  more  fpirit 
than  die  had  come.  When  Ihe  fet  out 
from  her  houfe,  (he  was  much  afraid  ;  the 
com  million  which  Ihe  had  to  execute  appeared 
to  her  extremely  dangerous,  and  was  in  reality 
fufheient  to  have  made  her  pafs  for  a  perfoh 
fit  for  bedlam.  Now  Ihe  fees  herfelf  treated 
with  refpeft,  and  honoured  with  the  title  of 
Vox.  I.  D  Lady. 
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Lady.  “  Certainly,”  faid  flie  to  herfelf,  “  my 
future  lon-in-law  bears  a  very  refpectable 
name  with  the  Cadi,  or  fear  mud  have  feized 
the  magiftrate,  on  hearing  this  terrble  chief 
of  robbers  named,  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  ren¬ 
der  him  mad,  fince  he  is  going  to  my  houfe 
without  bcibouches  * .  What  a  change!  It  is 
no  more  I  w’hom  they  mull  put  into  the  hofpi- 
tjil,  but  he,  who,  on  hearing  a  name,  which 
to  me  appeared  juft,  like  any  other,  hurried 
away,  in  his  robe  of  dale,  bare- footed,  and 
without  knowing  well  what  he  fays.  This 
Cadi  muft  be  very  much  afraid  of  robbers, 
and  my  future  fon-in-law  muft  have  more  au¬ 
thority  with  him  than  any  other,  by  having 
played  him,  without  doubt,  fome  wicked 
trick.” 

Thefe  thoughts  engaged  the  old  woman,  till 
fae  arrived  at  her  houfe.  The  Cadi,  who  fol¬ 
lowed  her,  entered  it,  and  recognized  the 
Commander  of  the  Faithful.  His  firft  motion 
was  to  proftrate  himfelf  j  but  a  fignal  from 
the  Caliph  prevented  him,  and  informed  him, 
that  the  Sovereign  wifhed  to  remain  unknown. 
Then,  after  a  common  falutation,  the  mngif- 
trate  feated  himfelf  by  the  fide  of  II  Bortdo- 
canif  who  faid  to  him  ;  “  Sir,  I  wifh  to  take 

,  this 

*  A  fort  of  fhocs  worn  by  the  inhabitants  of  eaftern 
countries. 
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this  old  woman’s  daughter  to  wife.”  The 
woman  and  the  daughter  then  appeared,  and 
the  Cadi  aiked  them  if  they  would  accept  the 
propofals  which  II  Bondocani  made  them,  and 
the  daughter,  in  particular,  if  die  would  take 
him  for  her  hufband.  Both  having  anfwered, 
44  Yes,  Sir  the  Cadi  preffed  them  to  fay, 
what  they  demanded  for  the  contratt  and  the 
dowry.  The  old  woman  replied,  44  four 
thoufand  fequins  for  the  one,  and  as  many  for 
the  other.” — 44  II  Bondacani ,”  faid  the  Cadi 
to  the  Caliph,  44  do  you  agree  to  the  prcpo- 
fal  of  paying  the  eight  thoufand  fequins  ?”— 
44  Yes,  Sir,”  replied  the  Caliph,  44  you  may 
draw  up  our  contract.” 

The  Cadi  was  a  little  embarr ailed  how  to 
obey  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful.  He 
had  been  inattentive  to  the  orders  which  had 
been  given  him,  to  bring  paper  along  with 
him.  He  had  it,  however,  in  his  power  to 
make  up  for  this  negledl,  by  writing  the  eon-, 
tradt  on  the  lower  part  of  his  faragi. 

After  having  written  the  firft  lines,  which 
were  tak?n  from  the  book  of  forms,  he  ad- 
drcifed  himfelf  to  the  old  woman.  44  Madam, 
you  rauft  tell  the  name  of  your  daughter’s  fa¬ 
ther  and  grand- father.” — 44  Were  my  daugh¬ 
ter’s  father  and  grand-father  alive,”  cried  the 
old  woman  mournfully,  44  l  would  not  have 
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been  obliged  to  give  her  to  a  man,  of  whom  I 
dare  not  fpeak  what  I  think.” — “  Very  well, 
Madam,”  faid  the  Cadi,  “  but  they  are  not  a- 
live,  and  their  names  are  neceftary  here. 

My  daughter,”  replied  the  olJ  woman,  “  is 
called  Zutulbe  ;  and  my  name  is  Lelamai'n. 
I  cannot  exprefs  the  reft.  It  is  not  nccelTary 
to  be  the  daughter  of  a  good  family,  in  or¬ 
der  to  marry  a  robber.” 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined  how  much  the 
Caliph  enjoyed  the  embarraffment  of  the  Cadi, 
the  vexation  of  the  woman,  and,  in  one  word, 
the  incidents  of  this  little  feene,  which  the  od¬ 
dity  of  his  difguife  had  procured  him. 

The  contract  was  at  length  drawn  up.  The 
lawyer  gravely  cut  off  the  piece  of  his  Jaragi, 
on  which  it  was  written,  and  put  it  into  the 
the  hands  of  the  young  woman.  But  being 
alhamed  to  go  out  in  fo  tattered  a  garment,  he 
threw  it  oft,  and  gave  it  to  the  old  woman, 
begging  her  to  give  it  in  charity  to  the  poor  : 
And  his  fervice  being  no  longer  neceftary,  he 
made  a  bow,  and  retired. 

“  You  muft  furely,”  faid  the  old  woman 
to  her  new  fon-in-law,  “  have  played  fome  of 
your  tricks  upon  this  Cadi.  One  may  fee 
that  you  are  a  chief  of  robbers,  who  know 
how  to  make  yourfelf  be  feared.  This  poor 
man  hath  run  here,  without  giving  himfelf 

time 
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time  to  put  on  babouches ;  and  he  hath  return¬ 
ed  half  naked,  having  left  his  faragi  here  : 
and  over  and  above  all,  he  is  gone  without 
being  paid.  You  have  given  him  nothing  for 
his  contraa ;  fo  that,  for  having  ferved  you, 
he  is  without  money,  and  without  his  robe 
of  Hate.  Are  you  robbers,  then,  fo  great 
mifers  ?” — “  My  good  mother,”  replied  the 
Caliph  laughing,  “  what  have  you  to  do  with 
the  robe,  and  the  payment  of  the  Cadi  ?  Don’t 
trouble  yourfelf  about  thefe  things.  There  are 
more  efl'ential  ones  with  which  both  you  and  I 
are  concerned.  Iam  going  out  to  get  the  fti- 
pulated  dowry,  and  fluffs  fit  to  drefs  my  wife; 
you  fliall  fee  that  I  am  not  avaricious,  but 
on  proper  occafions.” — “  And  who  is  the  un¬ 
fortunate  perfon,”  cried  the  old  woman, 
14  whofe  flrong  coffer,  and  treafures,  are  to 
fupply  your  liberality  ?  He  will  be  much  fur- 
prifed  to-morrow  to  find  himfelf  thus  fpoiled, 
without  knowing  by  whom  ;  for  T  am  pretty 
pure,  in  a  city  like  this,  you  perform  your  work 
without  much  noife.” 

Haroun,  without  making  any  reply  to  this 
new  queilion,  returned  to  his  palace.  He 
hen  drefied  himfelf  in  robes  fuitable  to  his 
dignity*  fent  for  his  architect,  (hewed  him 
the  houfe  which  he  wifhed  him  to  adorn,  and 
ordered  him  to  carry  along  with  him  all  the 
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workmen  who  were  neceftary  to  repair  it  im¬ 
mediately  ;  fo  that,  as  far  as  it  was  capable  of 
ornament,  it  might  vie  with  the  richeft  apart¬ 
ment  in  his  palace.  “  The  grand  vifier,”  faid 
he  to  him,  “  will  furniih  you  with  every 
thing  neceftary  to  complete  the  work.  But 
the  whole  mu  ft  be  finiftied  before  fun-fet. 
Make  fure  of  all  your  afliftance,  and  know, 
that  your  life  muft  anfwer  for  your  fidelity, 
in  the  execution  of  my  orders.  If  the  woman, 
to  whofe  houfe  you  are  going,  afk  you,  from 
whom  you  come,  to  work  in  her  houfe,  you 
fliall  anfwer  her,  “from  your  fon-in-law.”  If 
(lie  urge  you  to  know  what  is  the  profefiion 
and  name  of  her  new  relation  ;  you  (hall  fay 
“  We  know  not  what  trade  he  exercifes,  but 
we  can  tell  you  that  his  name  is  11  Bondo - 
ecini”  Let  there  be  queftion  about  my  rank 
in  reply  to  any  perfon.  Choofe  well  your 
workmen,  and  remember,  that  under  pain  of 
death,  you  are  refponfible  to  me  for  your  own 
and  their  difcretion.” 

The  architect  only  replied,  “  I  will  obey 
the  Prince  of  the  Faithful.”  He  got  together 
every  thing  that  was  neceffary  :  In  a  word, 
the  old  woman  Lelama'm’s  houfe  was  filled 
with  workmen,  furniture,  carpets,  and  llufts; 
ladders  were  applied  to  the  walls  j  and  on  e- 
very  fide  they  began  the  work.  “  Who  fent 

you 
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you  here  ?’*  inquired  Lelamain  of  the  work¬ 
men  ;  44  what  have  you  come  to  do  ?” — 44  We 
come,”  they  replied,  44  to  embelliffi  your 
houfe,  to  place  in  it  this  joiner’s  work  of 
aloes  wood,  and  thefe  marbles,  furniture,  and 
hangings,  by  the  order  of  the  hufband  to  whom 
you  have  given  your  daughter.” — “But  how  do 
you  call  him  ?  What  is  his  fituation  and  qua¬ 
lity  ?”  faid  the*  old  woman.  “  We  know  not 
his  rank;  but  as  to  his  name,  we  can  eafily 
fatisfy  you;  it  is  11  Botidocaui .” 

44  I  know  well,”  faid  the  good  Lelamain 
to  herfelf,  44  that  a  chief  of  robbers  makes 
himfelf  dreaded  over  all  the  country.  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  that  this  terror  hath  reached  even  ' 
to  the  city.  Not  one  of  the  people  here 
dare  fay  that  a  robber  is  a  robber  :  This  is 
very  extraordinary  !” 

While  fhe  was  making  thefe  reflections,  a 
man  arrived,  followed  by  porters,  who  went 
to  fet  down,  at  the  bottom  of  a  fecond  apart¬ 
ment,  a  coffer  of  fleel  inlaid  with  gold.  44  What 
do  you  carry  there,”  faid  the  old  woman  ? 

44  The  dowry,”  replied  the  man  to  her,  44  of 
the  new  fpoufe  :  you  will  find,  in  this  coffer, 
eight  thoufand  fequins  of  gold,  and  two  thou- 
fand  more  for  your  expences ;  there  is  the 
key.”  44  Very  well,”  replied  Lelamain  ;  44  my 
fan-in-law,  in  his  own  way,  is  a  man  of  bis 

word  : 


✓ 


I 


44  ARABIAN  TALES. 

word  :  Rut  whence  hath  he  taken  all  this?  Who 
is  he?  What  does  he  do  ?”  “  1  know  not,”  re¬ 
plied  the  meflenger,  “  either  who  he  is,  or  what 
he  does  ;  you  ought  to  know  your  daughter’s 
hufband  better  than  T  :  I  know  nothing  about 
him.  but  that  his  name  is  11  Bondocani .” 

Meanwhile  the  workmen  had  completed 
their  work,  and  it  was  not  yet  night  ;  two 
large  and  very  frittered  rooms,  whofe  whole 
furniture  confided  of  two  planks  fupported  by 
fome  flints,  two  wooden  lfools,  and  two  worn 
matts,  were  fo  changed  in  appearance  and 
fhape,  that  they  might  have  made  part  of  a 
royal  palace.  Lila  mam  examined  piece  by 
piece  every  object  which  contributed  to  pro¬ 
duce  this  charge  ;  and  in  fpite  of  the  ill  tuc- 
cefs  of  her  firlb  attempts,  could  not  refrain 
from  going  to  the  workmen,  one  after  ano¬ 
ther,  and  faying  to  them  ;  “  You  certainly 
know  who  my  fon-in-law  is,  and  what  he 
does  ?”  But  die  always  received  the  fame 
anfwer,  “  We  know  that  his  name  is  II  Bon - 
doc  alii''* 

At  lafi,  the  old  woman  was  left  alone  in  the 
houfe  with  her  daughter:  “Your  hufband,” 
faid  flie  to  her,  “  mull  b  *  a  very  extraordinary 
mu;  he  hath  caufed  to  be  done  in  one  day 
what  ar.y  other  uerion  would  have  in  vain  at¬ 
tempted  to  iimfii  in  a  year.  None  but  the  Ca- 
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liph.  or  a  chief  of  robbers  could  have  fo  many 
people  at  their  command.  Thefe  people,  how¬ 
ever,  although  they  obey  my  fon- in-law,  dare 
not  avow  who  he  is  ;  they  would  be  forced  to 
blufh  both  for  him  and  for  themfelves  ;  befides, 
they  are  all  in  a  Hate  of  fad  fear.  I  addrefled 
myfelf  to  one  of  the  youngeft  of  them,  and  he 
told  me,  *  if  any  of  us  were  fo  imprudent  as  to 
difcover  the  rank  of  your  relation,  it  wrould  coft 
us  our  life.*  See,  daughter,  you  have  mar¬ 
ried  a  chief  of  robbers,  and  obferve  the  terror 
with  which  that  infpires  every  body.  God  and 
his  Prophet  defend  us  !” 

The  architect  came  to  give  the  Caliph  an 
account  of  the  execution  of  the  orders  which 
his  Sovereign  had  given  him.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  received  a  reward,  both  for  himfelt  and 
thofe  whom  he  had  employed.  The  lodging 
was  as  yet  fitted,  up  with  no  more  than  necef- 
fary  furniture  :  Haroun  ordered  Giafar  to  car¬ 
ry  thither  all  thofe  fump'uous  ornaments, 
which  are  lavifhed  in  the  apartments  of  mo- 
narchs,  and  which  ferve  to  increafe  their  mag¬ 
nificence  rather  than  their  convenience.  Le- 
laraain  faw  this  increafe  of  grandeur  arrive,  and 
attempted  again  to  get  information  concerning 
the  quality  of  him  from  whom  all  thefe  fine 
things  came  :  “  We  know,”  faid  the  porter 
to  her,  as  they  put  the  things  into  their  pro¬ 
per 
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per  order,  “  that  they  are  fent  you,  by  vour 
daughter’s  hufband,  whofe  name  is  li  £  \\/o- 
cani :  we  received  the  order  concerning  tacTi 
from  him.”  Scarcely  were  thefe  porters  gone, 
when  a  knocking  at  the  door  announced  the 
arrival  of  others.  The  old  woman  opened  it 
to  them  ;  they  were  loaded  with  bales  ol  all 
kinds  of  magnificent  fluffs  :  They  opened 
them  up,  and  difplayed  them  beiore  hei. 
“  Why  do  yon  dilplay  thefe  fine  things  ?” 
faid  flie; — “  To  let  you  fee  them,  Madam.” 

- “  But  you  fhew  me  them  in  vain ;  thefe 

fluffs  cannot  be  for  us  ;  we  are  not  rich  e- 
nougb.”  “  Is  not  this  the  houfe  which  was 
repaired yeflerday  ?”  faid  the  porters. — “  Yes,” 
replied  Lelamai'n.  **  Then,”  anfwered  they, 
“  the  whole  is  for  you  ;  he  who  is  become 
your  relation,  hath  fent  you  them.  Furnifh 
your  houfe,  clothe  the  new  wife,  and  all  your 
family  ;  your  fon-in-law  hath  every  thing  in 
abundance,  fpare  nothing  :  We  are  directed 
to  tell  you,  that  he  will  come  to-night  to  your 
houfe,  at  eleven  o’clock  and  faying  this, 
they  withdrew.  “  He  will  come  at  eleven 
o’clock  !”  repeated  the  old  woman  ;  “  robbers 
never  ramble  but  in  the  night,  when  all  the 
wTorld  is  afleep.”  After  this  fliort  reflection, 
obferving  that  there  were  many  things  to 
put  in  order,  fhe  allied  the  alliftance  of  fome 
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or  her  neighbours.  Great  was  their  afloniflr. 
?  her  houfe  changed  in  one  day 

ro.n  a  k  md  of  hovel  into  a  fuperb  palace! 

,lc,e  n<m,rR]‘y  -nrious  to  know  how  it 
cou:d  have  been  done  ;  it  appeared  like  apiece 
Of  enchantment,  an  illuiion,  or  a  dream  «  T 
was  done  quite  naturally,”  faid  o]d  L  , 

mam  :  *•  a  man  came  here  this  momin*  a(k' 
mg  my  daughter  in  marriage:  He  fent  for  the 
‘  ’  the  oontraiit  was  drawn  up,  and  in 

moment  after,  by  order  of  my  fo^in."^ 

e  wor  men  ot  Bagdad  came  to  difplay  and 
arrange  here  the  magnificence  you  "behold"” 
In  this  cafe,  refumed  the  neighbours,  ”  you 
have  g.ven  your  daughter  to  a  prince  of, 

the  ncheft  merchant  in  the  country.”  ’  ..  j!° 

^  ba'e  «P'-d  -he  old  woman 

once  we  are  fo  well  provided.  I  fcar  1  ’ 

;r  1  hav;,feen’  thl“  my  fo„.i„.,aw  ;s  { 
obber,  and  by  the  terror  which  lie  a  r 

mto  all  thofe  whom  1  have  fcen  employed  b* 

him,  I  cannot  but  look  upon  him  } 

•heir  chiefs.”  At  this  d T  h"n  as  cn^'  »{ 
-ni  tins  declaration,  tile  nciu-h 

hours  were  feized  with  fear:  «  At  leal  ° 

d«n,”  faid  they  to  the  old  4  ,aa' 

.  /  ine  oJd  woman,  “  fy* 

quently  remind  your  relation,  that  it  h*  , 
ways  been  the  cullom  of  robbers  to  f,  1* 
people  of  their  neighbourhood.”  -  SolVlT 
a  rai  ,  replied  tile  old  woman :  Affiiredly  my 

fon-in-law 
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fon-in-law  is  a  robber,  but  I  don’t  believe  him 
capable  of  doing  any  injury  to  his  neighbours. 

1  will  prevail  upon  him  to  treat  you  kindly  ; 
you  may  reft  at  eafe  cn  my  word.” 

Upon  this  the  neighbours  took  courage ; 
the  men  fet  the  furniture  of  the  houfe  in  or- 

i 

dcr,  and  the  women  aftiftcd  the  young  wife  in 
drefting  herfelf :  Nature  indeed  had  done  fo 
much  for  her,  that  (he  had  little  occafton  for 
the  aftiftar.ee  of  art  ;  a  jewel,  while  it  contri¬ 
buted  to  embellifh  her,  as  foon  as  it  approach¬ 
ed  her,  feemed  to  rife  in  its  value. 

The  work  within  the  houfe  was  interrupt¬ 
ed  by  the  noife  which  was  made  at  the  door  : 
fome  men  knocked  at  it,  that  they  might  be 
admitted  with  diihes  which  ftiould  make  up  a 
mod  delicate  and  fumptuous  repaft.  This 
was  followed  by  a  fecond  courfe  confiding,  of 
the  finelt  and  rare-ft  fruits,  and  of  the  molt  ex- 
quifite  preferves;  the  mod  delicious  wines,  and 
lineft  liquors  accompanied  the  other  prepara¬ 
tions  for  this  magnificent  banquet.  The 
diflies  were  all  of  porcelaine  and  gold.  “  Take 
that,  madam,”  faid  the  bearers  to  the  old  wo¬ 
man  ;  “  and  regale  yourfelf  and  your  friends.” 

“  You  come  from  my  fon-in-law  ?”  re¬ 
plied  Lei  a  main  ;  **  now,  once  for  all,  out  of 
complaifance  and  chanty,  tel i  me  who  he  is, 
and  what  is  his  rank  ?”  “  We  know  no 
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more  of  him  than  you,”  anfwered  the  bearers; 
“  all  that  we  can  tell  you  is  his  name.” 
“  Ah  !  I  know  that  better  than  you,”  replied 
the  old  woman ;  “  I  have  no  occafion  to  have 
it  told  me  fo  often.” 

The  bearers  went  away,  and  Lelama'/n’s 
neighbours,  looking  at  one  another,  began  fe- 
rioufly  to  believe  that  the  new  hufband  was  a 
chief  of  robbers.  They  fat  down  to  table, 
after  having  put  afide  what  was  moft  delicate 
for  the  hulband’s  and  the  wife’s  fupper,  and  de¬ 
termined  to  make  the  moft  they  could  of 
the  adventure,  by  eating  very  heartily.  The 
repaft  being  finifhed,  they  took  their  leave 
of  the  daughter  and  the  mother,  congratu¬ 
lating  them  on  the  happy  change  of  their  for¬ 
tune,  and  wiihing  them  much  profperity.  Im¬ 
mediately  they  were  difperfed  into  every  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  city,  in  order  to  fpread  the  news, 
that  a  chief  of  the  robbers  of  the  defert,  had 
married  the  charming  daughter  of  the  old  Lc- 
lamain  ;  that  it  was  done  openly,  without 
myftery  or  ceremony  ;  and  that  the  plunder  of 
ten  caravans  was  to  be  found  in  the  houfe, 

which  was  filled  with  riches* 

« 

The  young  merchant,  to  whom  Lelamamhad 
offered  her  daughter,  had  become  highly  ena¬ 
moured  of  her ;  he  was  offended  that  a  robber 
fliould  have  been  preferred  to  him ;  he  meditated 
Vol.  I.  E  the 
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the  deftruclion  of  his  rival,  and  the  recovery 
of  the  objeff,  of  whofe  enjoyment  he  had 
deprived  him;  he  went  to  find  out  the  judge 
of  police,  to  make  a  declaration  before  him, 
which  witneffes  were  there  to  fupport. 
The  robber,  he  thinks,  will  be  feized  and 
flrangled  without  any  other  form  of  trial. 
He  will  have  his  {hare  of  the  confifcated 
goods;  ancl,  befides  this  advantage,  in  fpite  of 
the  accuri'ed  mother,  he  will  marry  the  daugh¬ 
ter  on  her  being  adjudged  to  him  :  fuch  was 
the  plan,  which  love,  jealoufy,  and  avarice, 
made  him  conceive  and  inftantly  execute.  He 
went  to  the  judge,  whofe  eyes  he  opened,  by 
exaggerating  the  defeription  of  all  the  riches 
which  the  pretended  robber  had  imprudently 
difplayed  in  the  houfeof  LelamaVn:  and  above 
all,  he  began  with  touching  the  hand  of  the 
judge. 

This  magidrate,  who  was  a  very  felfifh  fel¬ 
low,  received  the  money  which  was  given  him, 
liftened  to  the  information  with  an  appearance 
of  patience,  took  time  to  reflect,  and  afiuming 
the  tone  of  gravity  which  became  his  ftation, 
4*  Go,”  fa  id  he,  “  return  home  ;  it  is  Only 
eight  o’clock  ;  you  may  come  back  again  at 
ten  :  then  is  the  time  of  fupper,  and  the  favour- 
'  able  moment  for  furprifing  the  robber.  I  will 
have  him  feized,  put  in  chains,  and  lhar.glcd; 

1  will 
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I  will  put  you  in  pofleffion  of  the  young  girl, 
and  caufe  the  baflinado  be  given  to  the  old 
woman,  as  a  punishment  for  her  having  giv¬ 
en  you  fuch  a  rival  ;  but  nothing  of  all  this 
mult  tranfpire.”  The  young  merchant  went 
away,  and  returned  at  the  hour  appointed. 
The  judge  had  got  together  three  hundred  bai¬ 
liffs  ;  he  mounted  his  horfe,  and. took  his  way 
to  the  old  woman’s  houfe,  preceded  by  the  ac- 
cufer.  He  arrived  there  without  meeting  any 
perfon  on  the  road,  every  one  having  retired  to 
his  own  home.  The  old  woman’s  houfe  w'as 
furrounded :  the  mother  and  her  daughter 
were  fitting  quietly,  in  expectation  of  the  new 
hufband’s  arrival,  when  they  heard  the  noife. 
Lelamai'n  looked  through  a  ■window  of  the 
court,  and,  by  the  light  of  a  number  of  lamps, 
recognized  the  judge  of  police,  in  the  midft  of 
liis  officers  and  a  numerous  party.  They 
knocked  at  the  door  with  redoubled  flrokes  ; 
the  old  woman  took  care  not  to  open  it ;  but 
the  flrokes  became  flill  more  frequent  and 
loud.  He  who  encouraged  them  even  till  they- 
broke  the  knocker,  was  called  Chamama. 
Never  could  an  avaritious  and  corrupt  judge 
have  made  choice  of  a  fitter  officer  :  this  devil 
incarnate  gave  himfelf  out  for  the  fon  of  Sa¬ 
tan,  ar.d  the  brother  of  the  devil  Camas. 
“  Let  us  break  open  the  doer,”  cried  this  mad- 

£  2  man, 
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man,  “  fince  they  don’t  choofe  to  open  it  to 
ns  ;  we  run  the  riik  of  lofing  the  treafures 
which  arc  here  ;  while  this  refiftance  is  made, 
perhaps  they  are  burying  them,  and  we  may 
not  be  able  to  find  them.  Befides,  a  round  of 
iuperior  officers  may  paf*  by,  and  people 
alarmed  by  the  noife,  will  come  hither  and 
ihave  the  plunder  with  us  ;  the  door  is  indeed 
ilrong  ;  but  we  muff  lend  to  get  levers,  and 
let  to  work  immediately,  if  We  wifh  nothing 
to  efcape  us.” 

This  quick  difpatch  fell  in  with  the  fecret 
inclinations  of  the  judge  ;  but  he  had  under 
him  as  feccnd  in  command,  an  officer  named 
Hazen,  naturally  mild,  beneficent,  charitable, 
and  even  difpofed  to  take  part  with  the  unfor¬ 
tunate.  “  The  eounfel  of  Chamama  is  vio¬ 
lent  and  dangerous,”  faid  this  officer  to  the 
judge  ;  “  the  houfe  which  he  wifhes  to  infult 
was  never  fufpeSed  of  being  a  retreat  foe 
robbers  ;  may  not  the  young  merchant,  blind¬ 
ed  by  jealoufy,  have  made  a  falfe  declaration  ? 
Then,  to  what  danger  are  we  expofed,  for 
having  violated  the  afylum  of  women,  which 
is  under  the  exprefs  protection  of  tne  law;  we* 
who  muff  render  an  account  of  our  conduct 
to  the  Prince  of  the  Faithful  ?” 

Lelamain  liftened  to  all  thefe  difeourfes. 
“  Alas,”  faid  fhe,  running  to  her  daughter; 

“  we 
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«•  we  are  moll  unhappy,  the  judge  is  going  to 
fearch  for  the  robber  and  arrefl  him.”  “  O- 
pen  not  the  door,  mother,”  replied  the  young 
girl ;  “  perhaps  Gcd  may  fend  fome  affifl- 
ance  to  extricate  us  from  this  great  embarafs- 
ir.ent.” 

In  the  mean  time  the  judge  continued  to 
make  them  knock  at  the  door  :  “  Who  are 
yon,”  raid  the  old  woman,  “  who  knock  with 
fuch  violence?”  “It  is  themagiftrateof  police,” 
replied  the  deteflable  Chamama,  with  a  terri¬ 
ble  voice  ;  “  open,  infamous  old  woman,  who 
proilitute  youth,  and  afford  a  retreat  for 
robbers  ;  do  you  know  to  what  you  expofe 
yourfelf  by  your  refrflance  ?”  “  We  are  on¬ 

ly  two  women  here,”  replied  Lelama'in  ;  “  you 
ought  to  know  and  refpedl  the  law.  We 
cannot  open  to  you  ;  you  have  nothing  to  do 
here.” 

“  Ah  !  hag  that  you  are,”  replied  Chama¬ 
ma,  foaming  with  rage  ;  “  open  the  door,  or 
we  will  break  it  open,  and  burn  both  you  and 
your  daughter.”  Lelama’in  made  no  reply 
either  to  his  threats  or  his  reproaches,  and 
went  to  join  her  daughter.  “  See,”  faicl  (lie, 
“  if  my  fears  were  not  well  founded;  is  it  not 
now  evident  that  you  are  married  to  a  robber  ? 
Heaven  grant  he  may  not  come  to  night  !  If 
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the  judge  and  his  officers  get  hold  of  him,, 
they  will  tear  him  to  pieces.  Alas  !  my 
daughter,  if  your  father  were  now  alive,  if 
even  your  brother  were  not  overwhelm¬ 
ed  with  misfortune,  would  we  have  form¬ 
ed  a  connexion  which  hath  expofed  us  to 
fee  our  door  befet  by  the  judge  and  all  the 
villains  in  his  train  ?”  “  What  do  you 

mean  ?”  faid  the  young  girl ;  “  for  fome  time 
paft,  the  deftiny  of  the  liars,  which  regulates 
all,  hath  purfued  us.  It  is  enough  for  us  to 
fubmit'-to  it ;  let  us  fpare  ourfelves  the  pain 
of  unealinefs,  which  can  do  us  no  good.” 

While  the  judge  and  Chamama  were  infill¬ 
ing  with  the  two  women,  who  were  more  or 
lefs  bewailing  themfelves,  to  open  the  door* 
the  Caliph  had  taken  up  his  bow,  his  arrows, 
and  his  boots,  and  was  coming  to  enjoy  the 
rights  of  marriage  with  his  new  fpoufe.  The 
fplendour  of  flambeaux,  the  officers  of  whom 
the  judge’s  party  confilled,  the  crowd  who  were 
rambling  about  Lelamatn's  houfe,  and  the 
noife  which  he  heard,  warned  him  that  fome- 
thing  uncommon  was  going  on.  He  foon  re¬ 
cognized  the  chief  of  the  whole  troop,  and 
law  at  his  fide  the  young  merchant  into  whofe 
Ihop  the  old  woman  had  entered. 

Chamama  continued  to  knock  at  the  door, 
feafoning  each  ftroke  with  a  horrible  impre- 
2  cation. 
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cation.  He  repeated  the  abufe,  the  threats 
of  the  baflinado,  the  gallows,  and  the  (lake, 
by  which  he  had  hitherto  attempted  to  inti¬ 
midate  her,  and  called  to  his  affiftance  the 
power  of  the  levers  to  break  open  the  door. 

Some  of  the  party  were  preparing  to  put 
this  method  in  execution.  Hazen  the  lieute¬ 
nant  flopped  them  :  “  Comrades,”  laid  he  to 
them,  “  commit  not  that  violence  againll  a 
houfe  in  which  there  are  only  women  :  They 
will  be  feized  with  terror,  which  may  occa- 
fion  their  death.  Befides,  who  hath  allured 
us  that  the  man  whom  we  feek  is  a  robber  ? 
We  all  hazard  our  lives  by  infringing  the  law, 
and  are  ready  to  commit  an  a£t  of  very  great 
injuftice. 

“What,  fcruplesof  confcienoe  I”  exclaimed 
Chamama, 4<  in  an  officer  of  juftice;  you  are  not 
fit  for  your  place,  Hazen  ;  while  you  lofe  your- 
felf  among  nice  points  of  law,  the  guilty  will 
efcape.  A  woman  who  makes  a  trade  of  the 
virtue  of  others,  and  gives  her  own  daughter  to 
an  avowed  robber,  has  no  right  to  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  her  fex  :  And  can  you  doubt  that  the 
man  whom  we  feek  here  is  a  rafeal  by  pro- 
feffion,  fince  the  neighbours,  at  whom  you 
may  inquire,  atteft  it  ?’* 

“  Infamous  Chamama  IV  faid  the  Caliph  to 
himfelf,  on  hearing  this  difeourfe,  “  dearly 
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(halt  thou  pay  for  thy  conduct  and  principles. 
I  will  make  a  ftriking  example  of  thee.”  Say¬ 
ing  this,  he  began  to  confider  how  he  might, 
without  being  feen,  get  into  LelainaVn’s  houfe. 
It  was  contiguous  to  the  gardens  of  a  great 
palace,  whofe  door  opened  to  a  fide  lane.  This 
palace  belonged  to  llamir  Youmis,  the  firft, 
and  chief  of  the  princes  and  nobility  of  Bag¬ 
dad,  a  man  of  a  cruel  and  fanguinary  difpofi- 
tion.  The  door  of  this  palace  was  lighted 
within  by  a  great  number  of  flambeaux;  and 
an  eunuch  fat  at  it  on  a  fepha  of  marble; 

The  eunuch,  feeing  the  Caliph  enter,  r©fe 
up,  and  advanced  to  him  with  his  fabre  raifed. 
The  Prince  of  the  Faithful  oppofed  to  it  the 
blade  of  his  own  fabre.  “  Ah  !  curfed  negro,, 
fon  of  a  baftard,”  laid  he  to  this  vile  fellow, 
“  thou  art  always'  ready  to  put  people  to 
death,  even  before  they  fpeak.” 

The  words  of  the  Caliph,  and  the  fight  of 
the  fabre,  had  fucli  an  effect  on  the  eunuch, 
that  he  fled,  trembling,  and  took  refuge  in 
the  houfe  of  his  mailer.  The  latter,  aftonifh- 
ed  to  fee  him  in  fuch  confufion,  afked  him  the 
caufe  of  it.  “  I  was,  Sir,”  replied  the  negro, 
**  at  the  door  of  your  inn.  A  man  of  a  ter¬ 
rible  afpeft  prefented  himfelf  there,  and  Iwifh- 
ed  to  difmifs  him,  or  (hike  him  with  my 
fabre,  if  he  did  not  withdraw.  He  drew  his, 

fpoke. 
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/poke  to  me  with  the  voice  of  thunder,  and 
1  believed  that  I  faw  the  lightening  and  the 
flroke  fall  upon  my  head.” 

“  Infamous  coward  !”  replied  Ilamir  You- 
mis,  “  you  was  afraid  of  your  own  fhn- 
dow ;  yet  I  wifh  to  know  who  that  audacious 
fellow  is,  who  hath  been  fo  bold  as  to  treat 
my  Have  with  difrefpeft.  Did  you  fay  he 
called  you  a  fcoundrel,  and  the  fon  of  a  baf- 
tard  ?  His  life  /Hall  anfwer  to  me  for  this  info- 
lence.  The  man  who  infults  my  Have,  at¬ 
tacks  myfelf.”  So  faying,  Ilamir  Youmis 
armed  himfelf  with  his  enormous  club  of  brafs, 
and  ifTued  out  of  his  apartment  in  fearch  of 
the  man  who  had  expcfed  himfelf  to  his  ro- 
fentment. 

The  Caliph,  having  remained  in  the  fame 
place,  faw  the  chief  of  his  Emirs  coming  to 
him,  and  thus  fpoke  to  h«m,  44  Youmis,” 
faid  he,  “  is  this  your  inn  ?”  As  foon  as  the 
chief  of  the  Emirs  recognized  the  voice  of  the 
Caliph,  the  club  drooped  from  his  hands  :  He 
fell  upon  the  ground,  and  remained  in  that 
pollure.  Commander  of  the  Faithful,”  faid 
he,  “  your  flave  is  at  your  feet,  and  waits 
your  commands.” 

44  Man  without  courage,  minifter  without 
vigilance,  deferveft  thou  to  receive  them  ?” 
faid  the  Caliph.  “  Chief  of  my  Emirs,  and 

com- 
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commander  of  this  quarter,  what  have  you 
done  to  maintain  good  order  ?  A  poor  woman, 
your  neighbour,  has  been  vexed  and  liarraf- 
fed.  The  judge  of  police,  at  the  head  of  his 
barbarous  officers,  has  committed  this  out- 
rage,  abating  the  prerogatives  of  their  office  ; 
and  you  have  not  interpofed  your  authority, 
to  check  this  excefs.  You  deep,  intoxicated, 
in  the  arms  of  your  women  :  your  eunuch 
guards  you  all.  In  your  own  houfe,  more¬ 
over,  you  are  nothing  but  a  woman,  and  you 
ffiamefully  let  your  equals  and  your  neigh¬ 
bours  be  infulted.” 

1  w  Commander  of  the  Faithful,”  anfwered 
Youmis,  “  1  had  not  the  fmalleft  thought  of 
this  riot,  which  I  now  hear  of  for  the  firfl: 
time.  If  the  report  cf  the  excefs  committed 
by  the  mngiftrate  of  the  police,  had  reached 
my  ears,  I  would  have  treated  him  and  his 
company  as  they  deferve  ;  and  if  you  will  al¬ 
low  me,  I  will  now  go  and  teach  them  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  they  have  a  right  to  didurb  the 
public  peace.” 

“  Forbear  making  an  unfcafonable  parade 
of  zeal  and  courage.  The  houfe  which  was 
infulted  is  clofe  by  the  walls  of  your  garden  ; 
we  will  crofs  it,  and  I  intend  to  introduce  my- 
felf  into  the  houfe  of  the  injured  woman,  by 
the  affiitance  of  two  ladders  ;  let  me  have 
them  direftly,” 
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Youmis  obeyed.  They  crofl’ed  the  garden  : 
Youmis  held  the  foot  of  the  firfl  ladder,  which 
leaned  upon  the  wall,  and,  by  the  help  of  the 
fecond,  the  Caliph  alighted  on  the  roof  of  the 
houfe  where  his  new  fpoufe  lodged.  Yrou- 
mis  followed  him  :  u  Stay  there,”  faid  he  to 
this  officer,  u  until  I  call  you.”  Then  draw¬ 
ing  near  to  a  window  which  looked  into  the 

/ 

apartment,  he  foun^  that  the  induftry  of  his 
archite<9:  had  in  reality  made  it  a  terreftrial  pa- 
Tadife.  The  luftres  and  branched  candle- 
flicks,  filled  with  tapers,  diffufed  through  it 
a  fplendor  equal  to  the  cleared  day.  The ' 
young  fpoufe,  fuperbly  drefied,  and  fparkling 
amid  all  thefe  lights,  furpafled  the  very  idea 
which  it  is  poffible  to  form  of  beauty.  It  was 
the  fun  riling  above  the  horizon,  in  the  midft 
of  a  clear  Iky.  One  would  fay,  that  dew  re- 
fembling  pearls,  came  from  her  forehead  ;  and 
that  the  drops  which  flowed  from  her  beauti¬ 
ful  eyes,  bathed  in  tears,  were  like  manna, 
uniting  in  itielf  every  moil  exquiflte  tafte.  The 
full  moon  could  not  (bine  with  fo  lively  and 
fo  foft  a  brightnefs.  The  enamoured  Haroun 
Ahafchid  was  in  raptures  ;  but  he  veas  reco¬ 
ver  cl  from  them  by  an  exclamation  of  Lcla- 
irain. 

“  O  my  daughter  !”  cried  fhe,  “  they  knock 
like  madmen  j  the  door  will  be  broken  in 
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pieces.  What  will  become  of  us  among  the 
hands  of  thefe  tigers ;  we  who  are  only  poor 
women,  and  have  no  fupport  but  God  ?  What 
increafe  of  fatality  hath  fent  us  this  robber, 
whofe  connexion  has  completely  brought  us 
into  the  mod  cruel  of  all  misfortunes  ?” 

“  Mother,”  anfwered  the  daughter,  44  you 
diftrcfs  me  very  much,  by  confidering  my 
hnfband  as  a  robber.  I  do  not  believe  that  he 
is  fo :  but,  with  your  confent,  I  have  recei¬ 
ved  him  from  the  hand  of  God,  and  I  ought  to 
fubmit  to  the  decree  which  unites  me  to  him. 
I  am  hurt  by  every  reproach  which  is  call 
upon  him.” 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  much  thefe  few 
words  would  enchant  the  Caliph  :  they  were 
as  the  fweeteft  melody  to  his  ears. 

44  God  be  praifed  !”  cried  LelamaVn,  44  fince 
you,  my  poor  girl,  are  contented  with  your 
choice  ;  for  my  own  part,  I  find  in  him  ma¬ 
ny  things  which  by  no  means  difpleafe  me : 
I  wifh  I  were  a  bird  to  go  and  tell  him  not 
to  come  this  evening  ;  I  would  wait  at  the  end 
of  the  ftreet,  to  make  him  turn  back.  But  if 
he  comes,  if  he  falls  into  their  fnares,  and  is 
taken,  he  is  a  dead  man.  Thefe  villains  there 
will  cut  him  in  pieces  ;  they  will  come  and 
take  every  thing  ;  and  we,  my  dear  child, 
will  be  like  Iheep  in  the  jaws  of  the  wolf.” 

The 
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The  Caliph,  to  interrupt  fuch  lamentations, 
took  a  fmall  ftone,  threw  it  at  a  candle  which 
was  by  the  fide  of  the  mother,  and  extingui til¬ 
ed  it.  Lelamain  lighted  it  again,  without  ex¬ 
amining  from  whence  this  little  accident  hap¬ 
pened.  A  fecond  ftone  extinguiftied  the  can¬ 
dle  which  had  ferved  to  light  the  fil'd  ;  and 
the  good  mother  took  a  third  to  light  this  one 
again.  44  There  muft  be  a  great  deal  of  wind,” 
faid  fire,  <l  or  elfe  fome  fpirit  of  the  air  is  a- 
muting  himfelf  with  blowing  out  the  candles.” 
As  the  was  fpeaking,  a  pebble  fell  upon 
her  hand,  which  greatly  furprifed  her:  the 
looked  towards  the  window,  and  perceived 
the  Caliph  above.  “  Behold  your  huiband,” 
faid  flie  to  her  daughter  lie  comes  by 
the  way  which  all  his  fellows  take  ;  never 
robber  entered  by  the  door,  to  execute  his 
defigns.  Maintain  to  me  now  that  he  is  not 
a  robber  :  here  he  is,  thank  God,  efcaped  for 
a  time  from  the  hands  of  juft  ice  j  and  I  am 
quite  overjoyed  at  it.”  Then  addrefting  her- 
felf  to  him,  44  Return  quickly  the  way  you 
came,”  faid  ftie  j  44  it  is  not  your  intereft  to 
be  here.  Don’t  you  hear  the  noife  which  a 
band  of  robbers,  who  are  not  of  your  gang, 
are  maki-ng  at  our  door?  thefe  madmen  will 
give  you  110  quarter.” 

VOL.  I. 
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During  this  harangue  of  Lelamain,  the  Ca¬ 
liph  had  put  off  his  boots,  cloak,  and  girdle; 
lie  tied  them  up  in  a  bundle,  in  which  he  put 
liis  bow  and  arrows,  and  fprung  into  the  a- 
partment  with  the  lightnefs  of  a  bird.  He  af¬ 
fectionately  faluted  the  mother,  fell  on  the 
neck  of  the  daughter,  and  tenderly  embraced 
lier,  without  allowing  time  to  fpeak. 

Robber  !”  faid  the  mother,  “  is  this  a  time 
to  embrace,  when  they  come  to  feek  your  life  ? 
The  lead  that  it  can  coft  you,  is  both  your 
hands  :  this  is  the  way  that  they  treat  you 
robbers,  and  even  this  is  a  favour.  Is  it  pof- 
jible  that  all  thefe  people  do  not  terrify  you  ?** 
“  No,  good  mother,”  anfwered  the  Ca¬ 
liph  ;  “  I  have  feen  many ;  and  fuch  as  you 
behold  me,  I  3m  formed  for  noife.  Let  us  al¬ 
low  thefe  people  to  make  it :  they  have  flip¬ 
ped,  and  no  fuch  agreeable  bufinefs  as  mine 
is  here,  waits  for  them  at  home.  Let  my 
dear  wife  and  I  fit  down  to  table ;  their  noife 
will  be  inftead  of  mufic.  Serve  us  up  fome 
of  your  beft  diflies  ;  you  will  have  entertain¬ 
ed  your  neighbours,  but  you  have  undoubt¬ 
edly  fomething  remaining.” 

The  old  woman  fet  the  table,  and  covered 
it,  faying  all  the  while  ;  **  he  is  truly  a  devil : 
he  is  no  more  afraid  for  three  hundred  men, 
than  I  would  be  of  an  infeft.  Well,  not- 
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withftanding  all  the  ill  that  is  laid  of  the  pro* 
feffion,  I  conceive  that. a  woman,  may  love  a 
robber  ;  they  are  lively  as  the  wild  goat,  and 
bold  as  the  lion.” 

The  table  was  fet ;  the  Caliph  was  by  thcJ 
fide  of  his  fpoufe  ;  Lelamai'n  was  oppofite  to 
them :  die  faw  her  fon-in-law  eat  very  hear¬ 
tily,  and  conflantly  carefs  with  his  locks,  his 
charming  fpoufe.  From  time  to  time,  tender 
and  polite  difcourfe  was  intermixed  with  this 
filent  language. 

“  Delight  of  my  foul,”  faid  the  Caliph, 
intoxicated  with  love,  “  give  me  that  fmall 
bit  which  has  touched  your  rofy  lips,  and  has 
been  perfumed  with  'your  delicious  breath. 
Ah  !  could  I  but  there  furprizc  a  figh  for 
me  1” 

**  What  an  inchaRter  !”  muttered  the  old 
woman  ;  “  where  can  he  deal  this  magic  o£  • 
the  tongue,  which  makes  my  daughter  fofond 
of  him,  that  to-morrow  die  will  weep  her 
eyes  out  for  him  ?” 

“  You  fpeak  to  yourfelf,  good  mother ; 
what  are  you  faying  ?— I  willi  you  were 
more  civil  with  refpeft  to  me  :  in  your  eyes, 
it  would  feem,  I  do  not  deferve  the  attention 
of  a  gentleman.  I  honour  and  refpeft  your 
wrinkles  ;  they  exprefs  venerable  experience, 
and  complete  maturity.” — **  Plague  on  yonr 
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I  have  feen  the  day,  when  I  deferved  a  better 
compliment.” — “  I  believe  fo,  though  you 
was  never  equal  to  this  charming  girl.” 

So  laying,  Ilaroun  affectionately  embraced 
liis  fpoufe.  But  fuddenly  Zutulbe  began  to 
tremble,  on  hearing  a  frightful  lliout,  which 
proceeded  from  the  terrible  Chamama.  “  O- 
pen,  open,  old  hag  !”  cried  he  ;  “  while  he 
feemed  to  knock  with  arms  of  iron.” 

11  Fear  not,  my  fweet  dove  !”  cried  the  Ca¬ 
liph.  Bet  us  here  enjoy  the  delight  of  loving 
one  another,  and  let  us  give  proofs  of  our  af- 
feclion.  Nothing  is  fo  fweet  as  pleafures, 
where  we  meet  with  oppofition  j  every  other 
is  cloying.  Knock,  thunder,  move  heaven 
and  earth,  unruly  Chamama  !  oblige  this  ten¬ 
der  and  trembling  beauty,  who  is  terrified  at 

s' 

your  dreadful  threatenings,  to  feek  an  afylum 
in  my  arms  :  let  her  foul  take  the  road  to  my 
lips,  that  it  may  find  refuge  in  my  heart.” 

“  Will  you  have  done  ?  rafcal  of  a  rob¬ 
ber  ?”  cried  the  old  woman  ;  “  will  you  leave 
us  ?  fave  yourfelf  by  the  window;  the  houfe 
is  going  to  fall ;  do  you  intend  to  fet  fire  to 
it  by  your  words  ?  for  my  part,  I  am  al- 
ready  more  dead  than  alive.” 

“  No,”  faid  the  Caliph;  “  I  will  not  go  from 
hence,  I  am  too  delightfully  employed  ;  but, 
ns  it  is  time  to  go  to  bed,  and  the  mufic  of 
*  out* 
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our  nuptials  is  difagreeable  to  you,  I  mud 
fend  away  the  mulicians.  Take  this  ring  ; 
fpeak  through  the  key-hole  to  the  people  who 
are  knocking,  and  fay  to  them  :  ‘  My  daugh¬ 
ter’s  liulband  is  here,  and  has  bid  me  deliver 
his  ring,  into  the  judge’s  own  hands,  that  he 
may  fee  what  he  has  to  do.” 

u  And  you  think  to  turn  their  head  with 
your  ring,  as  you  do  that  of  my  daughter  by 
thus  encircling  her  with  your  arms  ?  Though 
the  Cadi  may  fometimes  connive  with  you,  cer¬ 
tainly  all  thefe  people  do  not.  But  if  you 
inchant  them,  as  you  have  done  others,  I  will 
inftantly  gird  myfelf  with  a  double  girdle,  that 
I  may  have  that  fpruce  air  which  become? 
people  of  your  profelTion,  and  get  a  leflbn  in 
cheating  from  you,  were  it  only  to  know  how  to 
Heal  a  woman’s  flioes  from  eff  her  feet,  with¬ 
out  being  perceived.” 

44  You  are  pleafed  to  be  witty,  good  mo¬ 
ther  ;  but  fo  much  the  better;  you  will  be  the 
fitter  for  executing  my  commiflion.  Take  my 
ring,  and,  foftly  opening  the  door,  give  it  to 
the  judge:  Say  to  him  as  you  deliver  it; 
4  this  is  my  fon-in-law’s  ring,  who  is  called 
1/  Bonducani  ;’  and  pronounce  this  name  with 
fome  firmnefs.” 

44  I  will  go,”  faid  the  old  woman  ;  44  I  re¬ 
collect  there  is  magic  in  that  name,  which 
3  F  3  taakea 
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makes  men  (land  immoveable  like  ftatues  of 
marble.” 

While  LelamaVn  was  executing  the  commif- 
fion  which  was  given  her,  the  Caliph,  by  the 
help  of  a  table,  which  he  had  brought  to  the 
■window,  afeended  to  the  roof.  He  addreffed 
himfelf  to  Youmis,  who  had  remained  there 
to  wait  his  orders.  “  Take  my  fabre,”  laid 
he  ;  “  go  down  quickly  by  the  help  of  your 
ladder,  into  the  ftreet ;  obferve  if  there  is  any 
perion  fo  daring  as  to  command  or  execute  the 
fmalleft  violence,  and  inftantly  cut  off  his 
head.  As  foon  as  you  have  perceived  that 
my  ring,  which  is  now  to  be  delivered  to  him, 
has  caufed  the  troop  difperfe,  from  refpect  to 
my  orders,  make  yourfelf  known  ;  depofe  the 
judge ;  and  let  the  llu'zeb  be  immediately 
clothed  in  his  robe,  and  put  in  his  place. 
Caufe  the  prevaricating  judge  Chamama,  and 
all  the  reft,  wrhom,  from  the  pln.ee  you  was 
in,  you  muft  have  feen  either  advifing  or  com¬ 
mitting  excefs,  to  be  conduced  into  your 
court-yard,  under  a  ftrong  guard.  Put  them 
in  chains  till  to-morrow  ;  and  as  focn  as  it  is  - 
day,  inflift  punifhment  on  all  the  criminals. 

The  Caliph,  after  this  conversation  with 
Youmis,  returned  to  the  apartment  ;  and  the 
chief  of  the  emirs  eagerly  let  about  executing 
his  orders.  He  went  behind  the  troop  who 
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threatened  the  houfe,  with  his  naked  fabre 
concealed  under  his  robe.  The  woman  was 
in  treaty  with  Chamama  at  the  door. 

“  Do  not  ftrike  the  door  thus,  diabolical 
fellow  that  you  are  !”  faid  Ihe  to  him  j  “  with¬ 
draw  a  moment,  and  give  place  to  the  judgev 
to  whom  I  wifli  to  fpeak  ;  1  have  a  ring  to  de¬ 
liver  him.” 

il  Open  the  door,  and  give  me  the  ring, 
old  fink  of  iniquity  !”  anfwered  he ;  “  the 
judge  is  on  horfeback,  and  will  not  alight  for 
you.” 

“  But  he  mud  alight,”  replied  the  old  wo¬ 
man  ;  “  I  have  my  fon-in-law’s  ring  to  give 
him  ;  he  can  furely  read  the  motto  on  it. 

“  Sir,”  cried  Chamama,  turning  towards 
the  judge,  “  I  am  going  to  give  three  blows 
with  my  hatchet ;  when  once  the  door  is  bro¬ 
ken  down,  we  will  lay  hands  on  the  villain* 
and  his  jewels,  together  with  the  infernal  old 
woman  and  her  daughter,  who  is  as  debauched 
as  herfelf.” 

“  Sir,”  faid  the  Ha%cb ,  “  I  cannot  think  it 
wife  in  you  to  allow  Chamama  to  proceed  in 
lo  violent  a  manner.  You  can  foon  know 
what  this  ring  is.  We  are  informed,  that  the 
man  we  are  in  fearcli  of  has  ^ot  into  the  ll%>ufci 

O  ' 

but  how,  we  know  not,  for  it  is  completely 
furrounded.  It  is  no  longer,  then,  an  afy- 
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lum  of  women,  about  violating  which  there  is 
any  queftion.  If,  after  feeing  this  ring,  you 
think  proper  to  break  open  the  door,  in  cafe 
of  refiftance,  I  will  be  the  firft.  man  to  ftrike 
a  blow  ;  but  firft  of  all,  allow  me  to  put  fome 
queftions  to  the  old  woman,  and  caufe  the 
band  to  withdraw  a  little.” 

To  this  the  judge  was  obliged  to  confent. 
Chamama  withdrew,  uttering  the  moil  hor¬ 
rible  imprecations.  The  Hazeb  went  up  to 
the  door  :  “  Open  in  confidence,”  faid  he  to 
the  old  woman ;  u  give  me  that  ring ;  from 
whom  have  you  got  it?”  “  From  my  fon-in- 
law,”  replied  Lelamai'n  ;  a  little  encouraged 
by  the  foft  language  of  the  Hazel :  “  he  fays 
his  name  is  11  Bondocani .” 

The  Hazeb  faithfully  delivered  the  ring,  and 
repeated  exadly  every  word  of  the  anfwer  to 
the  judge  of  the  police.  The  name  of  11  Bon* 
docani  produced  no  effed  upon  the  diabolical 
Chamama,  who  was  ignorant  of  its  true  im¬ 
port.  “  Who,  pray,  is  this  11  Bondocani r” 
faid  he,  “  who  fends  us  his  ring  ?  I  will  give 
him  an  hundred  ftrokes  of  the  baftinado,  with 
his  ring  on  his  finger,  from  the  refped  due 
to  his  great  name.  I  will  tear  his  old  woman 
to  pieces,  and  reduce  her  to  dufl  and  allies,  to 
increafe  the  dirt  of  the  kennel.  Let  the  fold¬ 
ing 
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ing  door  be  opened,  or  I  will  take  up  my 
hatchet.” 

“  Be  filent,  wretch  !”  faid  the  judge,  full 
of  conflernation,  upon  hearing  the  name  of  11 
Bondocani ,  and  examining  the  ring  *  :  “  Your 
infamous  and  infati able' avarice,  together  with 
your  dreadful  wickednefs,  has  ruined  us  all.” 
At  the  fame  time,  a  found  efcaped  from  the 
trembling  lips  of  the  judge,  which  was  carried 
in  a  whifper  from  mouth  to  mouth,  and  at 
length  reached  the  ears  of  the  villain,  with 
thefe  terrible  words,  it  is  the  Caliph . 

If  vipers,  hydra,  and  all  the  venomous 
reptiles  in  the  world,  had  all  at  once  hifled  in¬ 
to  the  ears  of  Chamama,  he  could  not  have 
been  more  terrified.  He  fell  to  the  ground 
like  a  lump  of  clay,  tumbled  about,  and  bic 
the  earth  in  defpair.  His  tormented  con- 
fcience,  at  one  view,  prefented  to  him  all  his 
crimes.  His  nerves  were  fuddenly  contracted; 
he  became  epileptic  and  frantic.  “  I  am  con¬ 
victed,  I  am  confounded,  I  die,”  cried  he. — He 
was  in  this  dreadful  date  of  defpair,  when,  by 
the  orders  of  Youmis,  he  was  put  in  chains, 
^  and  dragged  to  the  emir’s  houfe. 
f  The 

f  The  Caliph’s  ring  was  well  known  to  all  the  principal 
ttfliccrs  :  it  was  a  kind  of  feal. 
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The  good  Lelamain  obferved  the  effecl  whicH 
the  name  and  ring  of  her  fon- in-law  had  pro¬ 
duced,  and  returned  to  him,  tranquil  indeed* 
but  dill  more  and  more  aftonitbed.  “  Well,’’ 
{aid  fhe,  44  the  word  and  the  talifman  have 
here  produced  their  effect.  You  have  truly  a 
terrible  name :  I  ihudder  when  I  think,  upon 
it.  They  are  all  as  it  were  petrified  at  this 
affair:  and  as  to  this  worthlefs  fellow  Cha- 
mama,  I  don’t  believe  there  is  an  inch  cf  life 
in  his  body.  You  mud,  in  your  time,  have 
done  a  great  deal  of  milchief  to  the  officers  of 
juft  ice  who  profecuted  you  ;  feeing  you  are 
fo  much  dreaded  by  them. — Obferve,  there  is 
no  more  noife  in  the  ftreet  y  and  no  more  lights 
are  to  be  feen.  I  could  wager  they  are  all 
gone,  without  inquiring  for  thofe  who  might 
be  left  behind.  I  ffiould  not  be  difpleafed  that 
many  things  were  done  for  me  through  love ; 
but  God  keep  me  from  ever  infpiring  fuch 
terror,  for  of  every  thing  we  muft  one  day 
give  an  account.” 

44  Yes,  good  mother,”  faid  the  Caliph, 
44  you  muft  give  your’s  alfo ;  and  if  there  is 
any  puniftiment  for  much  fpeaking,  it  will  be 
a  very  fevere  one.”  Then  drawing  near  to 
his  fpoufe,  44  delight  of  my  foul,’’  faid  h?f 
4‘  are  you  recovered  from  your  fright.”  44  A-« 
las  !”' anfwercd  fhe,  “  I  trembled  only  for 
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you.”  *c  What  charming  little  words  !”  faid 
Haroun  ;  “  an  angel  feems  to  engrave  them  on 
my  heart,  never  to  be  effaced. — But,  O  my 
dear  Zutulbe,  for  you  fee  I  have  not  forgot 
your  pretty  name,  tell  me,  is  your  foul  wholly 
at  eafe  ?” 

“  No,”  replied  Zutulbe,  “  I  feel  an  emo¬ 
tion  ftronger  than  that  of  fear  ;  but  it  gives 
me  no  pain  ;  and  methinks  I  wifh  to  find  it  in- 
creafe.  I  feel  at  the  fame  time,  as  it  were,  a 
flight  fear - ” 

“  You  are  ever  the  fame,”  faid  the  Caliph  . 
“  delight  of  my  future  life,  fair  flower  found 
hi  a  beautiful  garden  at  the  dawning  of  the 
morning”  u  Yes,  my  dear  hufband,  I  was 

found  there.” - “  Well !  but  the  new  blown 

rofe,  adorned  with  all  the  pearls  of  the  morn¬ 
ing  dew,  fears  and  defires  to  be  looked  upon 
by  the  luminary  of  day.  Such  is  my  charm¬ 
ing  Zutulbe.” 

£i  And  fuch  is  my  robber  fon-in-law,”  faid 
the  old  womm  with  her  arms  rcrofs,  and  look- 
ing  on  the  two  lovers),  “  who,  after  having 
left  nothing  any  where  elfe,  is  going  to  be- 
v  gin  here  alfo,  and  fieal  away  my  child’s 
heart.  May  God,  and  the  great  Prophet, 
blefs  your  union,  fuch  as  it  is ;  it  is  a  mar¬ 
riage  at  lafl: :  for  my  part,  I  have  nothing  to 
do  here,  but  to  put  out  the  candles.” 
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1  Haroun  Alrafchid,  more  difpofed  to  love 
than  he  had  ever  been  in  his  life,  undrefied 
Zutulbe  himfelf,  and  the  old  woman  drew  the 
curtain  on  the  two  lovers. — Here  we  will 
leave  them,  to  fee  how  Ilamir  Youmis  exe¬ 
cuted  the  orders  which  he  had  received.  The 
flazeb,  being  inverted  by  him  with  the  robe 
of  the  depofed  officer  of  police,  and  being 
mounted  on  his  liorfe,  departed  along  with 
all  thofe  of  the  band,  in  whofe  conduct  there 
had  been  nothing  worthy  of  blame.  Chama- 
ma,  the  judge,  and  four  villains  of  the  fame 
caft  with  Chamama,  loaded  with  irons,  paffed 
the  night  in  the  emir’s  court-yard.  At  day 
break,  the  judge  was  committed  to  prifon  : 
Chamama  was  led  to  the  next  ftreet,  and  ex¬ 
pired  under  the  ballinado  :  his  four  compa¬ 
nions,  after  receiving  a  pretty  fevere  handling 
of  the  fame  kind,  were  carried  away  half  dead 
to  a  dungeon,  and  their  crime  was  defcribed  by 
the  following  label :  Minijlers  ofjujlice  who  have 
been  guilty  of  opprefjion  and  prevarication  in 
the  exercife  of  their  office . 

This  examplary  execution  wTas  finiflied  be¬ 
fore  Haroun  and  Zutulbe  awaked.  The  Ca¬ 
liph  arofe  :  he  knew  well  that  Youmis  would 
inform  Giafar  and  Mefrour  of  the  night’s  ad¬ 
venture,  and  that  every  thing  was  quiet  at  the 
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palace ;  but  bufinefs  called  him  thither,  and 
he  mud  go. 

The  good  mother  Lelama'in  had  prepared 

V 

a  collation,  which  proved  very  agreeable  to  the 
hufband  and  wife,  and  with  which  fome  general 
converfation  was  intermixed.  44  Grant,  hea¬ 
ven,”  faid  the  old  woman,  44  that  this  may  be 
the  conclufion  of  our  calamities  !  Never  were 
there  poorer  and  more  unfortunate  women 
than  we,  after  having  been  rich  and  happy, 
even  beyond  our  wiihes.” 

44  What !”  faid  the  Caliph,  44  you  poiTefied 
riches  ;  what  has  deprived  you  of  them  ?” 

“  Misfortune  and  injufUce,”  anfwered  Le- 
1  amain. 

44  And  did  this  happen  to  you  at  Bagdad?” 
replied  the  Caliph,  full  of  anxiety. 

“  Where  could  it  be  elfe,”  anfwered  the 
old  woman,  44  lince  we  have  never  been  out 
of  it  ?” 

44  Can  this  be,  replied  the  Caliph,  under 
the  reign  of  Haroun  Alrafchid  ?” 

44  Was  he  not  reigning  a  month  ago  ?”  an¬ 
fwered  Lei  amain. 

44  But  they  fay,”  replied  the  Caliph,  44  that 
he  is  careful  to  prevent  the  commiflion  of  in- 
juftice.” 

44  Yes,”  faid  Lelama’in,  44  he  feverely  pu- 
niflies  the  injuflice  of  others,  but  heeafily  par- 
Vol  I.  G  dons 
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dons  his  own.unlefs  wefuppofe  that  he  knows 
not  what  he  does.” 

“  You  aitonifh  me,  good  mother;  you  mu  ft 
tell  me  your  ftory  ;  his  name  has  certainly 
been  abufed.”  v 

“  No,”  faid  Lelamain,  “  it  has  not  been, 
abufed.  It  was  he  himfelf,  the  wife  Haroun, 
the  mirror  of  princes,  who  committed  all  the 
injuftice.  Still,  had  he  been  fatisfied  with  de¬ 
priving  of  our  fortune  people  of  our  birth  and 
flation,  with  reducing  us  to  that  dreadful 
Hate  of  wretchednefs  wherein  you  found  us, 
with  forcing  me,  in  Ihort,  to  give  my  turtle 
*  dove  to  a  man  like  you,  to  prevent  us  from 
perifhing  with  hunger,  I  could  have  forgiven 
him  :  But  he  has  cruelly  taken  from  me  a  be¬ 
loved  fon,  a  jewel,  whofe  equal  you  cannot 
boaft  of,  though  you  pofiefs  his  lifter  Zutulbe. 
He  was  ftraight  as  the  rufhes  of  the  Nile,  and 
tall  as  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  He  ,  had  the 
meeknefs  of  the  lamb,  and  the  innocence  of  the 
dove.  He  was  like  the  eagle  for  attention  and 
difpatch  in  bufinefs,  and  like  the  fquirrel  for 
activity.  He  was  the  Ha%eb}  and  ferved  the 
Caliph  with,  unexampled  love,  attention,  and 
zeal.  You  would  have  thought  he  was  belo¬ 
ved  by  the  Caliph  :  but  truft  not  thefe  tigers 
of  princes.  He  has  condemned  him  to  death, 
and  in  one  moment  completed  his  and  our 
ruin.  Ah  !  poor  Ycmaleddin  !”  exclaimed  the 
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woman  at  this  part  of  her  flory,  “  the  tyrant 
who  pronounced  fentence  of  death  on  you  for 
a  glafs  of  water,  rauft  himfelf  have  drunk 
thirty  glades  of  wine  too  much.” 

When  the  Caliph  had  heard  this  flory,  he 
began  to  feel  the  injuries  which  he  had  com¬ 
mitted.  He  had  himfelf  afforded  fome  leflbns 
in  his  life,  but  he  had  never  received  any  ;  he 
wilhed  to  appear  blamelefs  in  his  own  eyes. 

“  I  have  heard,”  faid  he,  “  of  the  affair  of  the 
Hazeb  Yemaleddin  :  there  was  fomething  more 
in  it  than  a  glafs  of  water.” 

“  You  mean  a  dilh  of  cataifs  ?  A  very 
pretty  flory  truly  !  My  fon  was  too  .well  fed 
at  home,  to  have  any  liking  for  fuch  tralh  :  he 
did  not  know  whence  the  dilh  came ;  he  gave 
it  to  the  keeper  of  the  quarter.” 

“  But,”  faid  the  Caliph,  “  there  was  fome¬ 
thing  ftill  more  ferious  in  it;  he  looked  up¬ 
on  the  woman  who  drank  the  water,  and  the 
law  condemns - ” 

“  Hold  ;  are  you  going  to  plead  here  for 
the  law  and  the  Caliph  ?  Believe  me,  people 
like  you,  'who  do  not  praftife  the  law,  can¬ 
not  be  fuppofed  to  underfland  it.  My  fon  ne¬ 
ver  looked  at  that  woman ;  the  poor  young  man 
was  as  innocent  as  a  lamb.  But,  though  he 
had  feen  her,  what  then  ?  had  he  the  eyes  of 
a  bafilifk  ?  w7ould  he  have  killed  her  ?  did 
he  know  that  fhe  was  another’s  wife  ?  Were 
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every  man  who  has  accidentally  feen  a  woman- 
in  the  ftreets  of  Bagdad,  to  have  his  eyes  put 
out*  we  would  meet  with  none  but  blind 
people.” 

“  But  it  was  one  of  the  Caliph’s  wo¬ 
men,  and  he  who  looks  upon  them  forfeits* 
his  life———” 

“  Why  does  he  allow  them  to  walk  in  the 
flreet,  then,  if  a  fword  is  always  fufpended 
over  the  heads  of  thofe  who  may  chance  to  fee 
them  ?  let  him  put  a  label  on  the  forehead  of 
thofe  whom  he  allows  to  go  abroad,  and  & 
promife  you  they  will  find  neither  a  man  in. 
their  way,  nor  a  glafs  of  water  to  drink. 

“  But,  tell  me,  you  who  are  a  robber  by 
pro.feffion  (for  I  cannot  fuppofe  that  you  are 
not,  fince  every  body  fays  fo,  and  you  are. 
purfued  as  fuch),  could  you  be  capable  of  a, 
cruelty  equal  to  that  with  which  I  have  a  right 
to  reproach  the  commander  of  the  faithful* 
God’s  vicegerent  upon  earth  ? 

“  When  you  attack  people,  it  is  only  for 
their  money  :  you  do  not  put  them  to  death* 
but  in  felf  defence,  when  they  make  refinance; 
you  leave  them  their  hands  and  feet  to  extri¬ 
cate  them  from  trouble.  Could  you  butcher 
without  mercy  the  man  who  had  faithfully 
ferved  you  ? 

“  Now,  you  are  not  fovereigns,  but  rob-, 
bers  :  and  let  me  tell. you,  I,  am  inclined  to, 
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believe,  that  out  of  an  equal  number,  there 
will  be  found  in  paradife,  a  hundred  robbers 
for  one  king  ;  fince  it  is  impoffible  to  deny 
that  Haroun  Alrafchid  is  the  molt  perfect  of 
all  the  kings  of  the  earth.” 

The  good  Lelamain  ftopt  :  it  was  high  time. 
Haroun,  ftruck  with  the  truth  of  what  die 
had  advanced,  was  quite  befide  himfelf. 

“  I  perceive  you  are  right,  good  mother,” 
faid  he  to  her  :  “  The  Caliph  has  erred  :  her 
has  aWowed  himfelf  to  be  carried  away  by  his 
paflion,  and  nobody  is  exempted  from  its  power. 
He  has  not  found  in  all  his  court  a  faithful 
friend  and  wife  counfellor,  who  confideicd  it  a.7 
a  duty  to  Hop  him.  He  is  certainly  highly7* 
blameable,  but  he  is  dill  more  to  be  pitied.” 

“  Luckily,  there  is  no  ili  done  of  any  coih 
fequence.  Your  fon  is  dill  alive  ;  and,  though 
the  ruin  of  your  fortune  has  been  completed' 
in  a  moment,  it  can,  in  a  moment,  be  repair¬ 
ed.  I  will  fet  out  to  the  palace,  where  I  have 
fome  connections  ;  I  will  ufe  all  my  influence 
to  ferve  you,  and  I  promife  you  that  this  ve  ¬ 
ry  day  you  fhall  have  your  fon  in  your  arms.” 

*4  My  fon-in-law,”  anfwered  Lelamain, 
“  you  impofe  upon  u9  in  this  matter.  The 
Caliph  is  not  a  man  whom  you  can  make  run 
after  you  without  flioes  ;  you  have  not  the 
ling  which  made  the  cut-throats  of  the  judge  of 
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police  fall  into  a  fit  of  convulfion.  Forbear' 
intermeddling  with  the  affairs  of  the  great  Ha- 
roun  Alrafchid,  who  ruleth  over  fea  and  land,, 
and  before  whom  the  ftars  of  heaven  bow 
dowrn  their  heads,  as  the  vicar  of  our  great 
prophet.  Giafar,  the  Grand  Vizier,,  would 
not  venture  to  undertake  what  you  mean  to 
do.  Remain  at  peace  here,  while  you  are 
allowed  to  do  fo;  change  your  manner  of  life  ; 
flay  with  us,  and  be  an  honed  man  ;  give 
alms  to  the  poor.  God  is  merciful,  and  will 
pardon  you  for  what  is  pad  :  Nbut  if  you  go 
out,  and  expofe  yourfelf  to  danger,  you  will 
kill  us  with  fear.  Behold  the  eyes  of  my 
poor  Zutulbe,  which  beg  of  you  a  favour  for 
yourfelf  ;  and  confider  that  thefe  geugaws  of 
gold,  filk,  and  jafper  which  you  leave  us*, 
will  not  have  half  the  value,  in  our  efteem, 
with  that  which  we  will  lofe  by  your  aban¬ 
doning  us.  My  foil  is  innocent;  he  is  under 
the  protection  of  heaven  ;  and  though  I  love 
him  more,  yet  I  am  lefs  afraid  for  him  than 
for  you.” 

The  Caliph  was  melted  into  tears  by  this  dif- 
courfe  of  Lelama’in,  which  breathed  fo  much 
affeCtion  and  religion;  he  rofe  up,  in  order  to- 
go  away.  Zutulbe  and  her  mother  held  him 
by  the  cloke :  •*  By  the  name  of  God,  which 
is  written  on  the  golden  bread-plate  of  the 
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leave  us.” 

Haroun,  ftill  more  affe&ed,  took  Lelamaia 
by  the  hand,  in  a  manner  full  of  tendernefs 
and  refpe£l :  u  O  my  good  mother,”  faid  he 
to  her,  44  you  have  given  me  a  treafure  in 
the  perfon  of  your  amiable  daughter ;  but  you 
have  conferred  upon  me  a  ftill  greater  good, 
by  the  inftru&ion  which  may  be  derived  from 
the  maxims  you  have  given  me  for  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  my  condudt.  Henceforth  I  vow  to 
3Tou  the  warmeft  attachment  and  the  fincereft 
gratitude,  of  which  you  will  foon  receive  the 
moft  fignal  proofs.  But  allow  me  to  go  out,  and 
intruft  to  myfelf  the  care  of  my  own  preferv- 
ation  :  buftnefs  which  cannot  be  difpenfed  with, 
calls  me  away.. 

44  Adieu  !  my  dear  Zutulbe  !  I  will  foon 
fee  you  again.”  So  faying,  he  made  his  e- 
fcape  from  them,  and  got  to  the  palace  by  the 
fee  ret  paflages  which  led  to  his  apartment. 

As  foon  as  he  arrived,  he  drefled  himfelf  in 
Iris  robe  of  ftate,  afeended  his  throne,  and  af- 
fembled  his  Vifiers,  Emirs,  and  other  minis¬ 
ters.  While  each  of  them  was  taking  his 
place,  the  forehead  of  the  Caliph  refted  on 
his  hand. 

44  Cruel  Caliph  !”  faid  he  to  himfelf, 44  thou 
hail  driven  headlong  into  misfortune,  an  il- 
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luftrious  family,  whofe  rank  and  fervices  en¬ 
titled  them  to  regard  :  thou  wert  on  the  point 
of  imbruing  thy  hands  in  the  blood  of  one  of 
thy  moft  faithful  fubje&s  ;  thou  ftill  allowed 
a  princefs  refpe&able  for  her  virtues  and  mif- 
fortunes,  to  languifh  in  a  prifon ;  thou  had 
adted  like  an  odious  tyrant,  and  yet  thy  court¬ 
iers  extol  thee  to  the  Ikies  !  With  them  thou 
art  always  the  great  Haroun  Alrafchid  ! 

While  the  Caliph  made  this  melancho¬ 
ly  reflexion,  all  the  people  of  the  great- 
ell  diflindtion  in  the  flate  were  proflrated  be¬ 
fore  him.  He  beheld,  with  an  air  of  difeon- 
tent,  this  deceitful  homage;  and  the  adoration 
of  the  court  made  him  contemptible  in  his 
own  eyes. 

“  Rife,  I  command  you,”  faid  he  ;  “  let 
the  Hazel  Yemaleddin  be  taken  from  prifon, 
and  brought  hither  adorned  in  the  richeil 
robes.  I  myfelf  have  examined  into  the  un¬ 
fortunate  affair,  for  which  he  was  brought 
before  me,  and  am  fully  convinced  of  his  in¬ 
nocence.  Inftead  of  punifhment,  he  dtferves 
reward:  and  this  day  I  intend  to  recompence 
him  for  the  unjuft  fufferings  to  which  he  has 
been  expofed. 

“  You,  my  vifiers,  who  now  hear  me,  and 
who  know  that  I  am  not  inacceffible  to  truth, 
tell  me  the  reafon,  fince  ycu  mult  have  bees. 
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Better  acquainted  than  I  was,  with  that  fub- 
je£l  againft  whom  appearances  had  prejudic¬ 
ed  me,  why  there  was  none  of  you  who  ven¬ 
tured  to  undertake  his  defence,  or  alk  a  par* 
don  for  a  man  of  fuch  rank  and  merit?’’ 

“  O  Caliph,”  anfwered  the  Vifiers,  “  re- 
fpe&  for  you  kept  us  filent.”  u  I  hate,”  re¬ 
plied  the  Caliph,  “  that  refpe&  which  hides 
from  me  the  truth  :  think  not  for  the  future 
of  fhewing  me  fuch  refpedt.”  The  Vifiers 
kifled  the  earth  in  token  of  obedience. 

Yemaleddin  now  appeared,  and  proftrated 
himfelf  at  the  foot  of  the  throne.  Haroun  de- 
fcended  from  it  to  put  on  him  the  richeft  robe 
in  the  wardrobe  of  the  palace.  u  May  God 
preferve  your  life  !  Commander  of  the  Faith¬ 
ful,”  faid  the  Hazeb ,  “  fince  he  has  led  you. 
to  look  upon  me.” 

“  Prince,”  faid  the  Caliph,  u  I  raife  you 
above  all  the  princes  of  my  Empire,  and  I  ap¬ 
point  you  my  chief  emir ;  go  now,  and  con- 
fole  your  mother.”  Yemaleddin  haftened  to 
obey  fo  agreeable  an  order. 

He  intended  to  go  there  on  foot,  as  a  pri¬ 
vate  perfon  :  but  a  horfe  richly  caparifoned 
was  waiting  for  him  at  the  gate,  and  the  Vi¬ 
fiers  were  ordered  to  join  the  retinue,  and  at¬ 
tend  him  to  his  houfe.  Four  horfemen  went 
before  to  announce  to  Lelamain  her  fon’s  ar¬ 
rival  y 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


8l 

rival ;  left  furprife  fhould  occafion  fome  difa- 

/ 

greeable  event. 

While  Yemaleddin  was  on  the  road  to  his 
houfe,  Giafar  and  Mefrourconductedtheyoung 
princefs  of  Perfia  back  to  her  apartment.  Ha« 
roun  had  offended  her  too  much,  to  venture 
to  appear  before  her.  She  was  his  wife  only 
in  virtue  of  a  contract  which  might  be  brok¬ 
en.  His  two  confidents  were  therefore  charg¬ 
ed  to  inform  her,  that  (he  was  now  at  liber¬ 
ty,  and  might  remain  in  the  palace  all  her 
life,  under  the  name  either  of  the  wife  or 
daughter  of  the  Sovereign, *and  in  the  full  en¬ 
joyment  of  all  the  honours  connedled  with 
fuch  a  ftation. 

The  princefs  of  Perfia  had  confented  to  give 
her  hand  to  Haroun.  She  confidered  it  as  a 
great  honour  to  be  among  the  number  of  the 
women  belonging  to  the  Commander  of  the 
Faithful  :  but  her  heart  was  free.  She  felt 
confequently  a  fecret  fatisfa&ion  at  the  pro- 
pofal  which  was  made  her.  “  You  behold  in 
me,’’  faid  (lie  to  the  confidents  of  the  prince, 
“  the  fubmiftive,  grateful,  and  refpeHful 
daughter  of  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful.’* 

Haroun  was  delighted  with  the  manner  in 
which  his  propofal  had  been  received,  and  in- 
ftantly  formed  the  defign  of  marrying  his  a- 
dopted  daughter  to  the  young  man  whom  he 

had 
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had  juft  now  raifed  to  the  firft  dignity  among 
the  princes  and  emirs  of  his  empire. 

Yemaleddin’s  mother  and  (liter  ran  to  meet 
him.  It  was  with  difficulty  he  could  free 
himfelf  from  their  embraces.  After  thefe  de- 
monftrations  of  mutual  aiTe&ions,  equally  na¬ 
tural  and  well  founded,  he  entered  the  pavi¬ 
lion  which  his  mother  and  lifter  occupied, 
and  fat  down. 

“  What  houfe  is  this  you  are  in  ?”  faid  he 
to  them.  “  Our’s  was  fpoiled  and  razed  to 
the  ground  :  and  here  I  can  obferve  nothing 
with  which  I  was  formerly  acquainted,  though 
I  am  on  the  very  fpot  from  which  I  was  car¬ 
ried  away  about  a  month  ago.  I  fee,  at  one 
view,  more  riches  than  we  ever  poflefled.” 

“  Alas  !  my  fon,”  replied  Lelamain,  “  thefe 
very  riches  are  a  proof  of  the  depth  of  mif- 
fortune  into  which  we  had  fallen.  When  you 
was  torn  from  hence,  every  thing  was  carried  a- 
way  and  deftroyedi  they  left  us  neither  clothes, 
bread,  nor  a  veflel  to  go  for  water  :  Our  fla- 
tion  was  above  working,  and  I  was  reduced 
to  the  ncceffity  of  begging  bread  for  my  daugh¬ 
ter  and  myfclf.  Yefterday  there  came  a  man 
to  our  houfe  who  afked  Zutulbe  in  marriage, 
and  offered  eight  thoufand  fequins  for  her  dow¬ 
ry.  He  is  tall  and  vrell-made,  but  he  is  only 
an  Arab  of  the  defert  j  I  fufpe&ed  he  was 
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not  much  worth  ;  but  what  could  we  do,  for 
we  had  not  a  Angle  ounce  of  bread  in  the 
houfe  ?  He  propofed  that  I  myfelf  fhould  go 
for  the  Cadi,  and  bring  him  to  draw  up  the 
contra£t.  *  At  the  firft  word  I  fpoke,  the  Cadi 
ordered  me  to  be  carried  to  bedlam:  but 
fuddenly  changing  his  opinion,  he  treated  me 
with  a  thoufand  civilities,  and  run  here 
after  me,  without  taking  time  to  put  on 
his  babouches .  He  had  no  paper  whereon  to 
draw  up  the  contract :  but  he  tore  his  faragi> 
wrote  it  upon  it,  left  us  the  piece,  and  there 
it  is  with  all  the  writing  upon  it.  He  left  his 
robe  here  torn  in  the  manuer  you  behold  it, 
and  made  his  efcape  without  looking  behind 
him” 

“  My  Ton-in-law  went  out,  and  in  a  mo* 
ment  after,  the  houfe  was  filled  with  ar- 
chite&s,  upholfterers,  ftone-utters,  painters, 
and  gilders.  We  knew  not  where  to  turn 
ourfelves.  I  alked  them  the  profellion  of  my 
fon-in-law,  but  could  get  no  anfwer.  After 
that  came  a  coffer,  contaiaing  the  dowry  ;  a* 
long  with  it  fluffs  and  furniture  ;  and  lafl  of 
all,  a  fupper  that  might  have  ferved  a  king. 
All  was  well  hitherto ;  but  about  ten  o’clock, 
the  judge  of  the  police  came  with  thirty  flam¬ 
beaus,  and  a  troop  of  three  hundred  men,  to 
carry  off  the  robber,  confidering  us  as  re*. 
3  ceivers 
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Reivers  of  th;eves.  They  gave  us  very  abu- 
five  language,  and  intended  to  break  open  the 
door. 

“  Suddenly  our  man  fell,  as  it  were,  from 
heaven,  upon  the  roof  of  the  houfe.  He  enter¬ 
ed  by  the  window,  eat,  drank,  rallied,  and 
made  love,  as  if  they  had  been  celebrating  his 
praifes  at  the  door.  Atlafl,  when  he  wifhed 
to  go  to  bed,  and  appeared  to  be  wearied  with 
the  noife,  he  gave  me  a  ring,  whereon  certain 
chara&ers  were  written.  I  opened  the  door, 
and  delivered  the  talifman  to  the  judge.  They 
were  all  feiz.ed  with  a  terrible  panic,  and  fled  : 
we  went  to  bed  as  quiet  as  if  nothing  had  hap¬ 
pened. 

,  “  This  morning  my  fon-in-law  arofe,  and 
we  talked  of  our  affairs.  He  wifhed  to  take 
the  Caliph’s  part  againA  us.  What  think  you 
did  a  wild  Arab,  a  chief  of  robbers  (for  he  cer¬ 
tainly  is  one)  intermeddle  with?  But  1  faid 
enough  to  him  about  it ;  and  he  at  length  a- 
greed  that  the  Caliph  was  wrong.  What  is 
more  remarkable,  he  told  me  he  would  go  and 
ufe  his  influence  to  fpeak  to  the  Caliph  in  our 
behalf. 

“  This  is  the  proteclor  we  have  got.  Still 
however,  there  is  fomething  good  about  him* 
and  he  has  fliewed  me  that  he  is  fufceptible  of 
amendment  :  but  I  do  not  feel  myfelf  lefs  un- 
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fortunate  for  having  bellowed  my  daughter  on 
a  robber,  a  wretch  of  his  kind.” 

While  Yemaleddin’s  mother  was  fpeak- 
ing,  one  caufe  of  aftonilhment  followed  up¬ 
on  the  back  of  another.  That  a  robber  fhould 
do  fo  many  things  openly,  and  in  Bagdad  ! 
that  he  lliould  command  a  Cadi  to  come  to 
him,  who  fliould  obey  his  orders  barefooted  ! 
that  a  contract  lliould  be  drawn  upon  the  Ikirt 
of  a  farogi ,  and  the  complete  monument  of 
this  extravagance  left  in  the  houfe  !  that  an 
apartment  which  might  lodge  the  Caliph  him- 
felf  Ihould  be  furntlhed  in  one  day  !  that  he 
lliould  efcape  from  the  fearch  and  purfuit 
of  three  hundred  officers  ofjullice,  by  a  ta¬ 
li  fin  an  ! 

There  was  enough  in  it,  in  fhort,  to  con¬ 
found  wifdom  herfelf.  Still,  however,  by  the 
ileps  which  the  lieutenant  of  police  had  ta¬ 
ken  againfl  the  author  of  thefe  wonders,  it 
appeared  evident  that  the  man  whom  juf- 
tice  purfued  in  a  body  was  undoubtedly  a  rob¬ 
ber. 

“  Mother,”  replied  Yemaleddin,  every 
thing  in  your  relation  bears  at  once  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  truth  and  of  improbability,  and 
quite  confounds  me.  But  what  cou.d  in¬ 
duce  you  to  give  your  daughter  to  a  rob¬ 
ber?” 


“  Ah  ! 
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“  Ah  !  poverty,  povery,”  exclaimed  Lela- 
main. 

44  This  rafcal,”  replied  Yemaleddin,  “  took 
advantage  of  your  fituation  :  but,  by  the  favour 
of  heaven,  it  is  changed.  I  am  the  head  of  the 
family,  and  as  long  as  I  was  alive,  my  lifter 
could  not  marry  without  my  confent,  I  have 
both  the  law  and  the  Caliph  on  my  lide  :  and 
I  fwear  by  the  Caaba  *,  that  if  your  vaga¬ 
bond  comes  here,  I  will  treat  him  as  he  de- 
ferves.,>  So  faying,  he  laid  his  hand  upon  his 
fabre  :  his  eyes  flafhing  with  fire,  terrified  the 
tender  and  timid  Zutulbe. 

44  What  misfortune  !”  cried  the  mother, 

none  of  all  this  would  have  happened  if  the 
Caliph  had  done  us  juftice  one  day  fooner* 
We  would  not  have  had  the  mortification  to 
be  obliged,  in  order  to  procure  bread,  to  give 
her  hand  to  this  robber  11  Bondocani 

**  What  name  is  that  you  mentioned,  mo¬ 
ther  ?”  replied  Yemaleddin,  with  a  troubled 
air. 

% 

44  It  is  my  fon-in-law’s,”  anfwered  Lela- 
main,  “  11  Bondocani ,  11  Bondocani  ;  have  I 
faid  it  enough  ?” 

44  And  is  it  he,  who  has  married  my  lif¬ 
ter  ?” 

H  2  “  Hold 

•  The  Caaba,  or  fquare  houfe,  mentioned  in  the  Al¬ 
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“  Hold  ;  if  it  is  not  fufticient  to  fay  fo,  read 
it  on  the  contract:  here  it  is  in  full  letters.  Cen¬ 
tra  B  of  marriage  between  Zutulbe  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  widow  Lelama'iny  and  11  Bondc - 
cam . 

Upon  feeing  this,  Yemaleddin  fuddenly 
preftrated  himfelf  with  his  face  upon  the 
earth.  Lelamain  burfl  into  a  fit  of  laugh¬ 
ing. 

“  Ha,  ha,  my  brave  fon  !  you  boafted  well, 
but  behold  you  upon  the  earth  like  the  reft  ! 
Draw  your  fab  re  now.  Well,  this  name  of 
my  fon-in-law  is  a  moft  valiant  name  !  I  am 
very  glad  I  know  it.  The  caravan  of  Mecca 
is  expected  :  I  will  go  out  to  meet  it ;  I  w'ill 
pronounce  aloud  the  name  of  my  fon-in-law  ; 
and  I  will  fee  India,  Armenia,  Perfia,  E- 
gypt,  and  Romelia,  bend  the  knee  before  it. 
I  w  ill  not  grant  them  even  a  camel.,, 

1  ‘  Come,  will  you  keep  your  face  always 
on  the  earth  ?  Rife,  my  difeouraged  lion ! 
throw  off  your  (hoes,  tear  your  robe,  do  a  thou¬ 
sand  extravagant  things.  Your  excufe  is  quite 
ready;  you  have  heard  the  name  which  turns 
every  body’s  brain.  Yet  I  want  the  ring 
which  has  equal  influence  in  another  way. 
Rife,  then,  I  command  you,  in  the  name  of  11 
Bondocani 

“  Yes,  my  mother,  I  will  rife,”  faid  Ye* 
maleddin,  “  at  that  name  to  which  every  thing 
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on  earth  either  bears  refpedt,  or  owes  obe¬ 
dience.  I  will  thank  the  great  Author  of  be¬ 
ing,  for  thofe  bleffings  which  he  hath  confer¬ 
red  upon  our  family,  in  giving  to  my  filler  for 
a  hulband,  the  wife  and  magnanimous  Ha- 
roun  Alrafchid,  the  prince  of  princes,  and  the 
king  of  kings  :  for  your  fon-in-law  11  Bondo - 
cani  is  the  Caliph  himfelf.’, 

44  Ah  l  wretched  that  I  am,”  exclaimed 
Lelama’fn,  44  where  (hall  I  find  a  cave  to  hide 
tnyfelf  in  ?  I  have  told  him  on  your  account  a 
thoufand  enormities  concerning  himfelf.” 

44  Have  vou  told  him  the  truth  in  every  thing 
replied  Yemaleddin  j  44  for  though  he  is  above 
'men,  he  is  (till  a  man,  and  one  may  fpeak  ill 
•  of  him  ” 

44  I  in\ented  nothing,”  faid  Lelamam, 44  and 
I  only  fpoke  of  ourfelves.”  44  Then,”  faid 
the  young  man,  44  you  fee  the  ill  he  intends 
to  do  you,  by  what  he  has  done  me.  Along 
with  my  liberty,  it  has  procured  me  the  title 
of  prince  of  princes,  and  the  place  of  chief 
Emir.  It  is  thus  that  a  great  man  punilhes 
a  difagreeable,  but  ufeful  truth.” 

Scarcely  was  this  converfatioti  ended,  when 
Mefrour  appeared,  and  announced  the  arrival 
of  the  Caliph.  The  good  mother  wilhed  to 
conceal  herfelf.  Yemaleddin  and  Zutulbe 
kept  her  back,  each  holding  her  by  one  of  her 
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hands.  “  Come,  mother,”  faid  the  young 
prince,  “  honour  virtue  with  confidence  :  the 
Caliph  is  not  a  common  man.” 

Haroun  entered  alone,  Ihining  in  all  the 
pomp  which  grandeur  and  richnefs  of  drefs 
could  add  to  dignity.  Lelamain,  Yemaled- 
din,  and  Zutulbe  bowed  down  their  fore¬ 
heads  to  the  earth  :  the  Caliph  raifed  them  up 
one  after  another,  with  eagernefs,  goodnefs, 
and  affe&ion. 

u  Madam,”  faid  he  to  Lelamain,  “  your 
fears  on  my  account  are  a  little  calmed  :  and 
I  allure  you  none  ought  to  remain.  I  will 
always  efteem  you  as  the  mother  of  Zutulbe, 
the  fovereign  of  my  heart,  and  of  Yemaled- 
din,  a  man  worthy  of  my  confidence;  in  fhort, 
as  the  woman  whofe  wife  admonitions  have 
opened  my  eyes  to  my  faults,  which  I  am 
happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  correct. 

“  I  flatter  mylelf  I  lhall  obtain  your  for- 
givenefs  for  all  the  vexation  and  grief  which 
your  fon’s  difgrace  has  cccafioned.  His  palace 
lhall  be  rebuilt  in  a  ftile  fuitable  to  his  new 
dignity  ;  and,  as  I  intend  to  draw  him  near  to 
me  in  every  way,  I  will  this  day  give  him  for 
a  wife,  the  noble  and  amiable  defeendent  of 
KaiTera  Abocheroan,  fovereign  of  Perfia,  who, 
in  confequence  of  my  new  arrangements,  is 
become  my  adopted  daughter,  inftead  of  one 
of  my  wives. 

2L 
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“  With  refpeft  to  mj  Zutulbc,  who  con* 
defcended  to  call  fome  looks  of  regard  upon 
an  Arab  of  the  Defert,  and  to  take  an  affec¬ 
tionate  concern  in  his  intereft,  which  every 
thing  feemed  confpiring  to  deflroy  ;  fince  fhe 
appeared  willing  to  attach  herfelf  to  my  for¬ 
tune,  whatever  it  might  be,  1  hope  I  offer 
her  nothing  below  her,  by  calling  her  to  the 
participation  of  that  of  the  Caliph  Haroun.’* 

It  is  impoflible  to  deferibe  the  fatisfaclion 
which  this  difeourfe  of  the  Caliph  diffufed  in 
the  hearts  of  his  new  family,  in  ftronger 
terms,  than  by  faying,  that  Lelamai'n  loft  the 
faculty  of  fpeech.  The  Caliph  had  ordered 
a  litter  to  be  brought  for  her  and  her  daugh¬ 
ter.  They  went  into  it ;  and  he  followed  them 
on  horfeback,  riding  in  the  middle  between 
Yemaleddin  and  Giafar. 

The  princefs  of  Perfia  was  married  the  fame 
day  to  the  new  favourite.  Magnificent  feafts, 
and  a  plentiful  diflribution  of  alms,  enabled 
the  people  to  fhare  in  that  happinefs  which 
reigned  in  the  palace  of  the  monarch.  Ye- 
maledin  carried  his  fpoufe  and  his  mother  to 
his  own  palace,  and,  every  day,  the  good 
Lelamain  went  from  the  one  to  the  other,  in 
a  ftately  litter,  to  congratulate  her  children 
on  their  good  fortune,  inflead  of  reading  the 
Alcoran  at  the  door  of  the  Mofque,  and  afk- 
ing  charity  from  thofe  who  were  unwilling  to 
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hear  her  petition.  If  any  of  them  had  heard 
it,  there  would  have  been  no  cry  of  a  won¬ 
der  ;  if  there  had  been  no  cry  of  a  wonder, 
the  Caliph  would  never  have  run  to  fee  the 
moft  raviftiing  of  beauties,  namely  Zutulbe  ^ 
Yemaleddin  would  have  been  a  falfe  prophet. 

Heaven,  it  mud  be  allowed,  directs  every 
event  by  threads  equally  (lender  and  imper¬ 
ceptible  to  mortal  eyes. 

Here  Scheherazade  ended.  “  You  have 
iinifhed,  filler,”  faid  Dinarzade  to  her  ;  “  I  can¬ 
not  exprefs  to  yon  the  pleafure  which  you 
gave  me  by  defcribing  the  amorous  Caliph, 
leaping  through  a  window,  with  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  adventure.” 

“  I  am  happy,”  anfwered  the  beautiful 
Sultanefs,  “  that  the  youthful  faliics  of  this 
renowned  Sovereign  have  given  you  any  plea¬ 
fure  ;  but  I  can  drew  him  more  ferioufly  oc¬ 
cupied,  in  an  adventure,  wherein  he  put  his 
favourite  minider  to  very  extraordinary  trials; 
and  in  which,  I  am  perfuaded,  he  will  appear 
to  no  lefs  advantage.” 

Dinarzade  fmiled  in  expe&ation  of  hearing 
this  new  (lory.  The  Sultan  fignined,  that  he 
would  liflen  to  it  with  pleafure  ;  and  Schehe¬ 
razade  began  in  thefe  words  : 
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7 he  Power  of  Dejiiny  ;  or,  *fhe  Story  of  Gia - 
far's  four  tie y  to  Damas  j  containing  the  ad¬ 
ventures  oj  Chebib  and  his  Family, 

Giafar  was  Grand  Vifier  to  the  Caliph  Ha- 
roun  Alrafchid,  and  feemed  to  enjoy  the 
friendfhip  and  confidence  of  his  mafler.  This 
favour  feemed  one  day  to  receive  a  check, 
fufficient  to  alarm  all  Arabia,  by  whom  thf; 
whole  race  of  the  Barmecides,  and  particular¬ 
ly  Giafar  their  chief,  a  Prince  of  great  merit, 
was  highly  beloved. 

It  was  then  the  month  of  the  Rama¬ 
zan,  The  Caliph  was  a  fcrupulous  obferver 
of  fading,  but,  wifhing  to  efcape  the  weari- 
nefs  which  it  occafioned,  he  took  it  into  his 
head  to  go  into  his  Archives,  accompanied 
by  Giafar,  and  Mefrour,  the  chief  eunuch. 
He  ordered  .the  Vifier  to  open  the  prefs  which 
contained  the  mod  valuable  manufcripts,  in 
expe&ation  of  finding  there  fome  obje£t  to  di¬ 
vert  his  attention  ;  and  he  caufed  give  him 
the  fird  oil  which  the  Barmecide  laid  his 
hands. 


This- 
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This  work  was  the  Girffer  *,  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  which  is  well  known  throughout 
rabia.  It  cannot  be  underftood  without  the 
help  of  calculations ;  but  it  contains  certain 
prefages  of  future  events. 

Haroun  opened  the  book,  read  the  firft 
j^iges  of  it,  and  fuddealy  burft  into  a  lit  of 
laughing.  Inftantly  he  feemed  affe&ed  with 
a  contrary  emotion  ;  fadnefs,  and  after  that, 
grief  appeared  to  take  poffeflion  of  his  mind, 
fo  far  as  to  make  him  fhed  tears.  This  latter 
fenfation  feemed  to  vanilh  and  give  place  to 
an  emotion  of  joy.  The  Vifier  obferved 
thefe  different  changes,  expreffed  his  furprife, 
wilhed  to  know  the  reafon  of  them,  and  ven¬ 
tured  to  fignify  his  curiofity.  The  Caliph 
quickly  put  the  book  into  its  place,  and,  af- 
ftiming  a  grave  and  fevere  air,  addreffed  Gia¬ 
far  in  this  very  unexpe£ted  language: 

“  Leave  my  prefeme;  go  and  find,  where 
you  can,  an  anfwer  to  tne  queftion  you  hawe 
now  put  to  me  ;  appear  not  before  me  till  you 
arc  able  to  give  me  one.  Your  life  depends 
upon  your  obedience.” 

Giafar 

*  The  Giaffer  is  an  Arabian  work,  in  the  library  of  the 
French  King.  It  is  aferibed  to  a  Prince  of  the  race  of  the 
Barmecides,  one  of  the  anceftors  of  Giafar  the  Grand  Vifi¬ 
er.  It  contains  predictions,  and  is,  in  fhort,  the  Noftrada- 
mus  of  the  Arabians. 
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Giafar  was  aftoniftied  at  the  feverity  of  the 
order,  and  the  tone  in  which  it  w  as  pronoun¬ 
ced.  How  could  he  have  loft  in  one  mo¬ 
ment  the  good  graces  of  his  matter  ?  he,  who, 
but  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before,  had  received 
from  him  the  moft  flattering  marks  of  his 
goodnefs ;  he  who  had  been  admitted  to  all 
his  amufements,  as  well  as  to  his  counfels  ; 
he,  whom  the  Caliph  had  allowed,  contrary 
to  the  cuftom  of  the  Eatt,  to  converfe  in  pri¬ 
vate,  and  in  the  greatett  familiarity,  with  the 
favourite  Zobeide. 

The  minifter,  overwhelmed  with  forrow 
and  confulion,  retired  to  his  houfe,  and  aban¬ 
doned  himfelf  to  grief ;  believing  his  fortune 
for  ever  ruined,  and  his  life  in  danger,  if  he 
mutt  give  an  anfwer  to  a  queftion  of  which 
he  had  not  the  fmalleft  idea,  and  explain  fads 
of  which  it  was  iirpoffible  for  him  to  con¬ 
ceive  even  the  nature. 

To  no  purpofe  did  they  ferve  up  meat  to 
him  when  the  hour  of  fatting  was  patt  ;  in 
vain  did  he  try  to  fleep,  in  order  to  get  iid  of 
his  anxiety.  His  perturbation,  trouble  of 
countenance,  and  deranged  habit  of  body,  ex- 
prefled  the  disorder  of  his  foul.  All  this 
could  not  efea^e  the  interefted  and  penetrating 
obfervation  of  Fatme  his  fpoufe.  She  did  e- 
very  I'ling  in  her  power  to  force  the  fecret 
from  him  j  but,  although  conne&ed  with  him 
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by  the  ties  of  blood  and  friendlhip,  as  Well 
as  by  thofe  of  marriage,  and,  notwithstanding 
her  claim  to  his  confidence,  file  could  not  ob¬ 
tain  it. 

Three  days  had  palled  in  this  fituation,  fo 
diftreffing  to  them  both,  whenHichia  Barme- 
kir,  Giafar’s  father,  arrived  from  the  coun¬ 
try,  whither  he  had  been  to  fpend  a  few  days. 
Fatme  went  to  meet  him,  and  communicated 
to  him  her  uneafinefs.  Hichia  entered  his 
fon’s  houfe,  alked  him  the  caufe  of  the  grief 
to  which  he  feemed  abandoned ;  and  the  in¬ 
treaties  of  a  father  at  length  prevailed. 

The  Vifier  omitted  no  circumflance  which 
had  occurred  in  the  archives,  nor  any  of  thofe 
mournful  reflections  which  his  misfortunes 
fugg^fted.  The  old  man  received  what  was 
entrufred  to  him  with  an  air  of  ferenity.  u  Be 
calm,  my  fon,”  faid  he  ;  “  have  I  not  always 
guarded  youngainft  truflingtippearances  ;  and, 
above  all,  againft  what  the  vulgar  ignorantly 
aferihe  to  fortune?  Favour  often  deceives 
thofe  who  think  they  enjoy  it;  and  it  alfo  a- 
rifes  from  caufes  which  would  feem  to  deftroy 
it.  In  your  c?fe,  either  my  judgment  de¬ 
ceives  me,  or  the  difgrace  into  which  you 
feem  to  have  fallen,  is  the  introduction  to 
greater  good  fortune. 

Fatme,  hearing  this  proceed  from  on$  who 
was  both  her  father  and  her  uncle,  burfl  into 
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tears  of  affeCtion  and  joy.  “  O  venerable  fa¬ 
ther,”  exclaimed  (lie,  44  O  thou  who  art  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs  itfelf !  fhew  us  how  we 
/hall  get  out  of  this  diftrefling  fituation.” 

44  Alas  1”  faid  Giafar,  “  how  can  my  fa¬ 
ther  tell  me  what  the  Caliph  read,  when  he 
referves  it  as  a  fecret  to  himfelt  ?  How  is  it 
pofiible  to  guefs  the  anfwer  ?  I  faw  him  change 
fucceflively  from  joy  to  grief,  and  afterwards 
refume  a  fatisfied  air  ;  and  I  muft  tell  him 
the  reafons  of  thefe  different  emotions.  It  is 
impofTible  for  me,  and  malt  be  fo  to  every 
human  being.” 

41  My  fon,”  anfwered  Hithia,  44  the  Ca¬ 
liph  has  read  a  chapter  of  a  work  renowned 
throughout  the  earth,  of  which  one  of  our  an- 
ceftors  w'as  the  author,  I  mean  the  Giaffer . 
His  weeping  and  laughing  in  fuccrffion  muft 
have  been  occafioned  by  a  prediction  relating 
to  fome  eveut  decreed  in  the  counfels  of  hea¬ 
ven,  in  the  execution  of  which  you  muft  aCf 
apart;  and  which  will  of  itfelf  furnifli  the 
anfwer  which  is  demanded.  Your  deftiny  at 
prefent  calls  you  from  Bagdad  :  You  muft  yield 
yourfelf  to  it  implicitly  :  You  muft,  alone  and 
unknown,  take  the  road  toDamas  :  There  vou 
will  fee  one  wonder  on  the  back  of  another, 
and  facts  themfelves  will  dilcover  to  you  this 
fecret,  i  f  fucb  importance  to  your  repore,  as 
well  as  to  yoiu  happinefs  and  good  fortune.” 
Vol.  I.  I  Giafar 
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Giafar  placed  the  greatefl:  confidence  in  the 
underfianding  and  wifdom  of  his  father.  He. 
took  leave  o!  him  and  of  Fatme,  mounted  an 
excellent  mule,  and,  in  a  difguile  in  which  it 
was  impofiible  to  difeover  him,  took,  with 
the  utmoft  fecrecy,  the  road  to  Damas. 

There  was,  at  that  time,  in  this  magnifi¬ 
cent  city,  a  man  of  the  name  of  Chebib.  He 
was  rich,  affable,  generous  and  humane,  and. 
lie  received,  with  hofpitality,  every  fl ranger 
whom  accident  or  bufinefs  brought  to  the 
place.  His  gate,  at  which  much  alms  were 
every  day  dill ributed,  was  the  refort  of  the 
needy.  He  never  went  abroad,  but  to  fuc- 
cour  the  afflidted  :  His  lioufe  was  the  refuge 
of  the  unfortunate;  and  his  generous  pro¬ 
tection  extended  itfelf  to  all  the  opprefied. 

At  a  little  diftance  from  the  city,  he  had 
a  magnificent  garden,  abounding  in  every  de¬ 
light.  The  nobles  of  Damas  enjoyed  the  ufe 
of  it  along  with  himfelf :  but,  while  he  paid 
them  all  the  attention  which  was  due  to  them, 
without  confounding  them  with  the  vulgar, 
he  found  means  alfo  to  admit  this  important 
clafs  of  mankind  to  all  the  enjoyments  which 
could  be  granted  them  ;  fo  that  even  the  tra¬ 
veller  there  met  with  the  moil  agreeable  re¬ 
treat. 

To  deferibe,  in  one  word  moie,  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  this  extraordinary  man,  he  was  .a 
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perfect  difciple  of  Mahomet.  The  great  re¬ 
fort  of  company  to  his  lioufe,  and  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  bulinefs  wherein  he  was  engaged,  ne¬ 
ver  prevented  him  from  difcharging  his  du¬ 
ties:  equally  aftive,  and  frugal  of  his  time, 
he  always  found  fome  leifure  hours  to  devote 
to  fludy;  he  prayed  five  times  a-day;  he  prac- 
tifed  falling,  and  fulfilled  every  duty  prescrib¬ 
ed  by  the  religion  of  the  prophet. 

Such  was  the  charadter  of  Xakem-Tai- 
Chebib,  whofe  eminent  virtues  and  generofity, 
fiourilhing  at  Damas  like  the  rich  tuberofe, 
diffufed  their  grateful  odour  to  the  moll  dif- 
tant  corners  of  the  earth. 

Chebib  was  in  his  garden  without  the  city, 
when  Giafar  palled  by  his  walls.  This  mi- 
nifle?'-  abforbed  in  thought,  was  furprifed  to 
hear  himfelf  accofled  by  young  (laves,  elegant¬ 
ly  d  relied. 

“  Stranger,”  faid  they  to  him,  “  it  is  al- 
molt  noon  ;  the  hour  of  dinner  draws  near  ; 
the  city  is  Hill  at  a  confidcrable  diftance,  and 
your  mule  muff  be  tired  :  You  yourfelf  ougfit 
like  wife,  <it  this  time  of  day,  to  withdraw 
from  the  rays  of  the  burning  fun.  Chebib 
our  mailer  faw  you  coming  at  a  dillance,  and 
begs  of  you  to  come  and  lhare  of  his  hofpita- 
lity,  for  however  Ihort  a  time.  He  will  e- 
fteem  it  a  favour  from  heaven,  to  have  it 
in  his  power  to  ferve  you  in  any  thing, 
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and  a  kindnefs  on  your  part,  if  you  will  be 
fo  obliging  as  accept  of  his  offer. 

So  gracious  an  invitation,  given  to  a  (ingle 
man  like  Giafar,  appeared  to  him  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  thofe  wonders  which  his  father  had 
foretold.  Betides,  as  he  was  to  yield  himfelf 
entirely  to  the  difpofal  of  events,  he  rauft  not 
refute  an  adventure  which  bore  fo  favourable 
an  appearance.  He  entered,  therefore,  into 
the  houfe  of  Chebib  ;  and  his  aftonifhment 
i-ncreafed  in  proportion  to  the  kindnefs,  and 
refpe£tful  attention,  with  which  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  mailer. 

He  was  furrounded  with  a  numerous  com¬ 
pany,  compofed  of  all  the  principal  people  at 
Hamas.  A  magnificent  entertainment  was 
ferved  up,  and  water  was  p  relented  10  every 
perfon  in  bafoas,  and  beautiful  ewers.  But 
thole  with  which  Giafar  was  ferved,  were  of 
gold,  and  the  linen  given  him  to  wipe  his 
hands  with,  was  very  richly  embroidered. 
In  fliort,  at  the  invitation  of  Chebib,  he  oc¬ 
cupied  the  (lift  feat  at  table,  and  the  whole 
company  were  furprifed  at  the  refpe&ful  at¬ 
tention  with  which  a  firanger  was  treated,  of 
whom  nothing  announced  the  importance,  and 
who  feeraed  to  be  brought  ameng  them  only 
by  accident. 

Three  hundred  and  fixty  covers  were  plac¬ 
ed  upon  the  table  j  the  rareft  and  mod  nou- 
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rifling  difhes  were  there  colledted.  Never 
was  there  a  repaft  where  more  variety  was 
joined  to  fo  much  magnificence.  No  where 
was  there  ever  prefented  a  better  affortment 
of  wines,  and  other  liquors  fitted  to  pleafe  the 
moil  delicate  tafte.  The  air  was  embalmed 
with  perfumes,  and  the  ear  was  delighted 
with  the  moft  ravifhing  mufic,  varied  with¬ 
out  tnd.  Different  kinds  of  poetry,  recit¬ 
ed  betwixt  the  different  courfes,  amufed  the 
mind,  while  they  waited  for  the  renewal 
of  the  appetite  by  the  novelty  of  the  difh- 
es.  The  princes  and  grandees  of  the  city  of 
Damns,  although  brought  up  in  the  midft  of 
delicacy  and  luxury,  were  forced  to  admire 
the  order  and  tafte  w'hich  were  difplayed  in 
this  elegant  profufion ;  but  they  could  not 
guefs  the  reafon  which  led  Chebib  to  indulge 
in  it,  nor  who  the  ftranger  was,,  in  whofe  ho¬ 
nour  it  feeraed  to  be  given. 

Giafar  was  ftill  farther  than  any  of  them 
from  fu  l  peeling  the  caufe  of  it ;  for  he  had 
many  reafons  to  think  that  he  was  totally  un¬ 
known  :  But  Hicliia  Barmekirjiis  father  had 
prepared  him  for  meeting  at  Damas,  one  won¬ 
der  upon  the  back  of  another;  and  he  confi- 
dered  the  reception  which  was  then  given  him 
on  the  road  to  that  city,  as  intended  to  fami¬ 
liarize  him  with  occasions  cf  furprize. 

13 
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When  the  repafl:  was  ended,  Chebib  took 
his  new  gueft  afide,  and  faid  to  him  :  “  You 
may  be  fatigued  with  your  journey  ;  if  it  is 
agreeable  to  you  to  repofe  yourfelf  in  this 
manfion,  confider  every  thing  in  it  as  your 
own  j  if  it  is  more  convenient  for  you  to  pro- 
fecute  your  journey  to  Damas,  you  will  there 
find  a  houfe  of  which  you  {hall  equally  be 
mafier ;  and  if  you  can  poffibly  form  a  wilh 
which  your  landlord  is  unable  to  fatisfy,  he 
himfelf  will  fupply  every  thing  -  you  may 
want.” 

As  Gia»far  fignified  his  curiofity  to  fee  the 
city  of  Damas,  which  was  quite  new  to  him, 
Chebib,  having  difengaged  himfelf  from  his  o- 
ther  guelts,  went  along  with  him  to  the  city, 
conduced  him  to  his  houfe,  placed  him  in 
his  own  apartment,  where  he  had  moreover 
caufed  a  bed  ]j>e  fpread  of  the  utmoft  magnifi¬ 
cence. 

That  hofpitality  which  entered  into  circum- 
ftances  of  fuch  delicacy,  and  which  was  ob- 
ferved  with  fo  much  candour,  franknefs,  and 
confidence,  excited  the  admiration  of  the 
prince.  It  flrongiy  prejudiced  him  in  favour 
of  Ids  noble  and  generous  landlord.  Their 
convevfation,  which  was  at  firft  of  a  general 
nature,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  obferv- 
ing,  that  he  pofi'efl'ed  a  mind  polilhed  by  an 
acquaintance  with  the  world,  improved  by 
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fludy,  and  enlightened  by  experience  ;  that 
he  poifeifed,  in  fliort,  a  found  judgment,  and 
an  excellent  heart.  One  thing,  however,  af- 
toniihed  him,  that  a  man  like  him,  in  the 
flower  of  his  age,  and  apparently  very  rich, 
Ihould  live  alone,  and  without  a  family,  as 
he  appeared  to  do.  How  could  one  who  was 
fo  fcrupulous  an  obferver  of  the  law  in  every 
other  point,  be  led  to  forfake  that  part  of  it 
which  enjoined  marriage  as  a  duty  on  people 
of  his  rank,  and  pronounced  a  curfe  on  thofe 
who  voluntarily  condemned  themfelves  to  die 
without  offspring  ?  He  ventured,  therefore, 
but  with  great  circumfpe&ion,  to  enquire  of 
him,  if  he  was  married. 

44  What  makes  you  fuppofe  that  I  am  not?” 
faid  Chebib.  “  The  lodgings  you  have  giv¬ 
en  me,*’  anfwered  the  Vilier ;  “  the  folitude 
of  your  palace,  where,  for  feme  days,  at  the 
arrival  of  night,  I  have  feen  nobody  but  you 
and  myfelf ;  the  continual  attention,  moreover, 
which  you  pay  to  me  and  to  others,  and  which 
muft  neceifarily  deprive  your  family  of  that 
fliare  which  is  due  to  them  ;  in  ihort,  you 
having  arranged  matters  fo  that  we  are  never 
afunder.” 

44  I  cannot  do  lefs,”  anfwered  Chebib,  44  to 
ihew  myfelf  worthy  of  the  good  fortune  which 
gives  me  a  man  like  you  for  my  gueit.  It  is 
highly  proper,  that  I  ihould  be  always  near 

him 
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him  to  fupply  his  wants,  whatever  they  are  ; 
and  I  could  even  lodge  him  in  my  heart,  if 
he  would  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  a  place.” 

Giafar  anew  difco#vered  traces  of  thofe  won¬ 
ders  which  were  predi&edby  his  father,  when 
he  thus  faw  himfelf  treated  with  fuch  marks 
of  diftin&ion.  Every  thing  was  laviihed  in 
the  houfe  where  he  was,  to  make  his  abode 
equally  agreeable  and  convenient. 

Still,  notwithstanding  every  thing  which 
Chebib  could  do  to  intereft,  amufe,  and  di¬ 
vert  the  illuitrious  guefl  he  had  received  into 
his  houfe,  he  perceived  in  his  countenance 
marks  of  trouble  and  uneaiinefs,  and  he  wilh- 
ed  to  know  the  caufe  of  them. 

The  prince,  finding  him  worthy  of  his  con¬ 
fidence,  Upon  the  firil  propofal,  thus  fpoke  : 
u  Noble  Chebib,  you  have  in  your  houfe  the 
unfortunate  Giafar,  who  is  banifhed  from  the 
prefence  of  his  mailer,  the  Commander  of  the 
Faithful,  who  cannot  hope  to  regain  his  fa¬ 
vour,  but  by  fulfilling  a  condition  which  is 
impoilible,  and  who  will  inevitably  loie  his 
liie,  if  he  cannot  extricate  himfelf  from  this 
abyfs.” 

“  Though  I  never  faw  you,  great  prince  !” 
anfwered  Chebib,  “  I  knew  you  perfectly 
when  1  received  you  into  my  houfe ;  and, 
though  I  have  carefully  concealed  the  fecret,  I 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  perfon  to  whom  I  paid 
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that  refpeft  which  was  due  to  you.  1  expett- 
ed  you  at  my  country  feat,  juft  when  you  ap¬ 
peared.” 

“  And  who,”  replied  the  Barmecide,  “  could 
have  informed  you  beforehand  of  a  journey 

no  fooner  propofed  than  undertaken,  and 
profecuted  on  my  part  with  too  great  fpeed  to 
allow  the  news  of  it  to  get  before  me  ?” 

“  I  will  confefs,”  anfwered  Chebib,  “  that 
I  was  informed  by  very  extraordinary  means. 
I  have  in  my  library  a  very  valuable  book» 
with  which  you  rnuft  be  acquainted,  as  it 
came  to  us  from  one  of  your  illuftrious  ancef- 
tors  ;  I  mean  the  Giafl'er .  It  can  only  be  o- 
pened  at  certain  times,  and  you  murt  fall  up¬ 
on  the  truth  at  the  flrft  opening.  Whenever 
it  is  in  my  pow’er,  I  fearch  in  it  for  inft ruc¬ 
tion,  that  I  may  be  on  my  guard  againft  fu¬ 
ture  events.  The  fecond  volume  having  fallen 
into  my  hands,  I  found  in  it  thefe  three  letters, 
to  wit,  G,  B,  and  V,  which  are  the  initials  of 
vour  name. 

9 

“  In  the  following  pages  I  obfervcd  num¬ 
bers  which  referred  to  thefe  letters.  1  calcu¬ 
lated  them  by  the  common  cabala,  and  learned 
from  them,  that  Giafar,  a  Barmecide  and  Vi- 
fier,  was  called  to  Damas  by  a  decree  of  the 
fates,  by  which  he  was  to  accomplilh  impor¬ 
tant  adventures  of  various  kinds  *,  and  that  he 
would  come  there  alone,  in  difguife,  unknown, 
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and  at  a  certain  hour.  Upon  this,  moved 
■with  the  refpedt  due  to  your  high  dignity, 
grateful  to  heaven,  whofe  goodnefs  had  en¬ 
abled  me  to  difcover  this  wonder,  and  thence¬ 
forward  conlidering  myfelf  as  one  of  its  in- 
11  rumen  ts  with  refpeft  to  you,  I  went  t©  my 
country  houfe,  and  prepared  every  thing  for 
giving  you  that  reception  which  you  there 
met  with.  The  grandees  of  the  kingdom, 
who  were  exprefsly  invited  to  the  feaft,  might 
be  furprifed  to  fee  me  pay  the  honours  there¬ 
of  to  you,  although  you  appeared  to  them 
only  a  common  ft  ranger,  who  had  come  thi¬ 
ther  by  chance.  But  they  have  often  feen  me 
give  the  preference  at  my  houfe  to  a  limple 
dervife  ;  and,  as  they  know  that  I  refpe& 
l'cience  above  every  thing  elle,  you  palled, 
and  ftill  pafs  in  their  opinion  for  a  travelling 
fage. 

u  I  did  not  difclofe  myfelf  to  you  during 
the  firft  days  we  were  together,  but  waited  till 
my  behaviour  fhould  gain  your  confidence. 
Now,  when  you  know  me,  1  require  you,  in 
the  name  of  zeal,  friendfhip,  and  hofpitality, 
even  in  the  name  of  God  himfelf,  who  hath 
not  brought  us  together  without  delign,  to 
inform  me  concerning  your  adventure.” 

“  O  Chebib  !”  faid  Giafar,  “  although  the 
decree  which  brings  me  hither,  had  not  or¬ 
dered  me  to  difclofe  myfelf  to  you  without  re¬ 
fer  ve, 
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ferve,  yet  the  virtues  which  you  have  dis¬ 
played,  the  friendship  which  you  have  tefti- 
fied  for  me,  and  the  force  of  fympathy,  would 
have  gained  you  my  entire  confidence.  This 
book,  called  the  Giciffer  is  the  caufe  of  my  in¬ 
credible  difgrace,  and  of  my  journey  hither.,, 

The  Vifier  then  related  to  Chebib  every 
thing  which  had  happened  in  the  archives 
with  the  Caliph,  upon  occafion  of  the  Giajfer. 
He  informed  him  of  the  ftrange  method  which 
was  left  him  to  regain  that  favour  which  he 
feemed  to  have  loft  for  ever;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  communicated  to  him  the  encourage¬ 
ment  which  he  had  received  from  his  father 
Hichia  Barmekir,  who  advifed  him  to  go  in- 
ftantly  to  Damas.” 

“  My  dear  brother  !”  replied  Chebib, 
“  confider  what  has  happened  to  you  as  no¬ 
thing.  When  the  decrees  of  heaven  are  to  be 
executed,  the  Caliph  himfelf  is  but  one  of  its 
inftruments.  Refign  yourfelf  beforehand  to 
every  thing  which  may  happen  to  you  here. 
We  cannot  efface  a  (ingle  line  of  what  is  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  book  of  the  decrees  :  our  only  me¬ 
rit  muft  be  obedience  and  fubmiftion.  I  ap¬ 
prehend  nothing  difagreeable  to  you,  except 
the  torments  which  you  may  occafion  to  your¬ 
felf  by  improperly  indulging  unreafonable 
anxiety.  Befides,  you  fet  out  alone  from  Bag¬ 
dad,  and  reached  my  houfe  without  any  acci¬ 
dent. 
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dent.  You  have  fallen  into  the  arms  of 
friendfhip  ;  and  I  have  been  able  to  give  you 
fome  kind  of  information  concerning  the  ob- 
jefl:  of  your  coming  to  Dairtas,  where  the 
fates  have  conduced  you  by  means  of  your 
wife  father.  Hitherto  I  fee  nothing  which 
ought  to  difeourage  you.1* 

At  this  difeourfe  of  Chebib,  Giafar  felt 
his  fears  and  fufpicions  partly  vanifh.  Till 
that  time,  he  might  apprehend  that  he  was 
the  victim  of  fome  intrigue,  which,  by  falfe  in- 
finuations  had  deprived  him  of  the  efteem, 
friendlhip,  and  confidence  of  his  mafler.  The 
reading  which  took  place  in  the  archives,  the 
curiolity  which  he  had  fignified,  and  the  order 
to  interpret  fmiles  and  tears,  of  which  it  was 
impoflible  for  him  to  guefs  the  caufe,  might 
have  appeared  to  him  a  blunt  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  way  of  expreffing  a  diifatisfa&ion,  the 
reafons  of  which  it  was  not  wiflied  to  explain. 
But  ii  nee  the  explanations  which  he  had 
juft  now  received,  and  the  promifes  made 
him  by  his  father  Hichin,  as  every  thing  in 
thefe  little  unra veilings  appeared  to  him  highly 
wonderful,  he  was  juftilied  in  fuppofing  that 
the  ot  her  wonders  promifed  would  lpeedily  be 
revealed. 

In  confequcnce  of  thefe  reflections,  the  Vi- 
fier  refumed  his  courage,  and  yielded  himfelf 
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"fro  every  thing  propofedby  his  landlord,  for  difo 
sparing  his  cares.  One  day  he  was  conduct¬ 
ed  to  the  public  baths,  and  the  next  to  the 
grand  mofque :  At  another  time  he  took,  an 
airing  on  horfeback,  both  within  and  without 
the  town.  Excellent  entertainment  ;  every 
thing  which  could  increafe  or  diverfify  its 
enjoyment ;  the  pleafures  of  feleCt  conversa¬ 
tion ;  the  amufements  to  be  met  with  in  a 
large  city  j  in  Short,  every  thing  around  him 
conSpired  to  make  him  forget  how  heavy  time 
hangs  on  thofe  who  are  impatient  for  the 
arrival  of  a  happy  event  on  which  the  re- 
eft  abli  foment  of  their  good  fortune  depends. 

Though  all  thefe  means  were  recurred  to, 
wearinefs  Still  gaiued  ground  upon  Giafar. 
Chebib  perceived  it ;  and  the  vifier  confeffed 
to  him,  that,  being  accuflomed  often  to  traverfe 
Bagdad  in  difguife,  he  wifoed  to  enjoy  the  fame 
fatisfa&ion  at  Damas.  This  defire  was  not 
oppofed  by  his  friend  ;  and  next  day  the  Vi¬ 
fier  alone  and  difguifed,  having  previously  in¬ 
formed  them  that  he  would  not  dine  at  the 
houfe,  began  his  courfe  through  the  Streets  and 
market  places  of  the  city. 

Being  arrived  at  the  mofque  which  is  called 
Giameh  lllamoue  *,  he  there  offered  up  his 
Vol.  I.  K  con- 

*  Giameh  lllamoue  is  the  name  of  the  fined  mofque  atDa*. 
rw«i,  and  one  of  the  three  mod  celebrated  in  the  world. 
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confeflions  and  prayers.  Leaving  this,  he 
found  himfelf,  after  a  few  turns,  oppofite  to  a 
cook’s  fhop,  which  lud  a  fine  fliew,  and  enter¬ 
ed  it  to  take  a  repall. 

Among  five  or  fix  perfons  whom  the  fame 
object  had  brought  thither,  there  was  a  learn¬ 
ed  man,  who,  fuddenly  railing  his  voice,  in 
the  midll  of  a  general  conversation,  faid  with 
a  pofitive  tone,  “  The  grand  Vifier  Giafar 
mull  certainly  be  at  Damas  the  very  moment 
I  am  now  fpeaking.” 

“  How  do  you  know  that  ?”  faid  another 
perfon  in  the  fame  company.  **  I  am  reader,” 
faid  the  man  who  had  made  the  declaration, 
“  to  Abdelmelec-Ben-Merouan  our  king  : 
twenty*  five  days  ago  I  opened  by  his  orders, 
the  book  of  the  Giaffer  in  his  prefence  ;  you 
know  that  this  book  is  opened  only  twice  a, 
year,  at  the  time  of  the  Ramazan,  and  of  the 
Haraphat .  On  the  feventeenth  day  of  the 
Ramazan ,  wre  found  by  calculations,  that  the 
Barmecide  prince  was  to  come  hither.  The 
caufe  which  brings  him  is  unknown  ;  but  it 
is  certain  that  he  is  here,  and  the  king  has 
not  yet  been  able  to  get  information  of  the 
place  in  which  he  is  concealed.  A  magnifi¬ 
cent  apartment  in  the  palace  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  for  him  ;  for,  you  mull  know  as  well 
as  I,  that  events  forefeen  by  ruean3  of  the 
Giaffer  mull  unavoidably  come  to  pals.” 

Giafar 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


Ill 


Giafar  hearing  this  difcourfe,  and  fearing 
every  moment  that  he  would  be  difcovered, 
went  into  the  cook’s  room,  to  pay  him,  and  de¬ 
part.  “  You  have  nothing  to  pay,”  faid  the 
cook  to  him  in  a  low  voice,  “  on  three  ac¬ 
counts  ;  firft,  becaufe  you  are  a  prince,  and 
that  too  of  the  ancient,  noble,  and  brave  tribe 
of  the  Barmecides  ;  next,  becaufe  you  are  lieu¬ 
tenant  to  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid  ;  and 
thirdly,  becaufe  you  are  the  gueft  of  Chebib, 
who  teaches  us  generoihy  by  his  example,  and 
who  ferves  as  a  pattern  \f  hofpitality  to  the 
whole  earth.  When  the  thunder,  agitating 
the  clouds,  caufes  rain,  accompanied  with 
plenty,  to  defcend  upon  our  fields  parched  by 
the  fouth  wind,  it  only  imitates  the  benefi¬ 
cence  of  Chebib.  Do  not  be  alarmed  that 
your  being  here  is  known  to  Chebib  and  me; 
the  very  manner  of  our  knowing  it  is  a  fecu- 
rity  for  omr  difcretion.  I  will  explain  to 
you  the  fource  whence  we  have  drawn  our  in¬ 
formation.” 

The  cook  then  took  a  book  out  of  a  locked 
prefs,  and  Ihewed  Giafar  the  title.  It  was 
the  third  book  of  the  Giaffer :  “  here,”  faid  he 
I  learned  that  this  very  day  you  was  to  dine 
w’ith  me.” 

The  Vifier,  on  hearing  this  difcourfe  of  the 
cook,  perceived  his  father  Hichia’s  predic¬ 
tions  more  and  more  verified ;  and  wonders,  fo 
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to  (peak,  heaped  upon  wonders.  One  more  won¬ 
der  of  this  kind  was  necefTary  to  convince  him 
that  he  was  really  conducted  to  Damas  by  a 
decree,  the  power  of  which  obliged  the  Ca¬ 
liph  to  deprive  himfelf  even  of  the  prefence  of 
his  mod  ufeful  minifler,  and  of  the  com¬ 
pany  of  the  man  who  was  moll  agreeable  to 
him. 

On  a  following  day,  the  prince  of  the  Bar¬ 
mecides,  in  one  of  his  excurlions,  as  it  was 
exceedingly  hot,  was  led  to  go  into  a  fhop 
where  all  kinds  of  refrefhments  were  fold. 
He  fat  down,  and  called  for  a  glafs  of  laxa* 

T71HS  *. 

He  was  not  the  only  perfonwhom  the  fame 
defire  had  brought  thither.  The  mafler  of 
the  fhop  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  per- 
fuaded  him  with  a  myfterious  air  to  go  into 
the  back  fhop.  “  Prince,”  fakl  lie  to  him 
when  they  were  alone,  “  you  are  not  in  your 
proper  place  j  there  has  been  a  l'eparate  room, 
prepared  for  you  here  for  fome  time.  Every 
thing  is  there  ready,  as  far  as  can  be  expell¬ 
ed  at  the  houfe  of  a  private  individual  of  my 
ilation,  for  ferving  a  prince  of  your  race,  the 
grand  Vifier  of  the  empire,  and  the  chief  fa¬ 
vourite  of  the  Commander  of  the  Faith¬ 
ful” 

Giafar 

*  Laxamas  is  a  liqnor  extracted  from  the  fubltance  ©f. 
dried  raifins,  with  which  perfumes  are  mixed. 
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Giafar  permitted  the  feller  of  lemonade 
to  conduct  him  into  this  apartment,  where  he 
•was  feated  on  an  elevated  fopha,  furrounded 
on  all  fides  with  vafes  of  porcelain  full  of 
beautiful  flowers.  Three  beautiful  youths, 
drefled  with  an  uncommon  but  Ample  ele¬ 
gance,  attended  round  the  fopha  ;  “  my  chil¬ 
dren,”  faid  the  feller  of  lemonade  to  them, 
u  behold  your  prince  and  mine,  whofe  arri¬ 
val  here  was  foretold  by  our  ancient  pro¬ 
phets  in  the  books  which  they  have  left  us. 
Serve  him  with  all  the  attention  you  are  able, 
and  with  the  refpeft  which  he  delerves.” 

The  young  men  immediately  placed  a  table 
of  fandal-wood  before  the  Vifier,  and  prefent- 
ed  him,  on  their  knees,  with  the  laxainas 
which  he  had  called  for  ;  one  of  them  filled  a 
pot  with  perfumes,  whofe  odorous  vapours 
mingled  with  thofe  of  the  flowers  which  al¬ 
ready  embalmed  the  apartment.  Giafar  be¬ 
held,  with  delight,  thefe  young  fhoots  of  his 
own  tribe,  bufied  around  him,  and  then  ar¬ 
ranging  themfelves  by  the  fide  of  their  father, 
as  if  to  feek  a  fhelter.  It  is  thus  that  three 
young  fprigs,  taken  from  a  branch  of  the  tha - 
marena  *,  grow  up  under  the  Ihade  of  the 

K  3  prin- 

•  The  tbamarena  is  a  beautiful  tree,  whofe  fmall  yellow 
lowers  form  charming  garlands,  and  emit  a  very  fweet 
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principal  trunk,  put  forth  their  leaves  and 
flowers,  and  prepare  ornaments,  and  an  in- 
creafe  of  finery  for  the  young  beauties  of  the 
eaft. 

Reflection  on  his  fituation,  and  a  moment  of 
regret  at  his  paft  fortune,  drew  a  figh  from 
the  Barmecide.  “  Alas  !”  faid  he  to  him- 
felf,  “  when  I  was  in  favour,  and  had  it  in 
my  power  to  proteCt  my  whole  tribe,  how 
happy  would  I  have  been  to  have  met  with 
this  pretty  family,  and  taken  them  to  live 
with  me  ?” 

After  making  this  refle&ion*  which  was 
fomev/hat  too  mournful,  he  gave  each  of  the 
young  men  fifty  pieces  of  gold,  and  intended 
to  pay  as  nobly  for  the  laxumcis ,  which  he  had 
received. 

“  You  owe  nothing  here,  prince”  faid  the 
feller  of  lemonade  $  “  the  houfe  and  its  land¬ 
lord  are  your  own.  You  are  of  our  tribe  ;  you 
are  our  prince,  our  fiandard,  and  our  light, 
the  friend  of  the  great  Caliph  Haroun,  and  the 
gueft  of  the  generous  Chebib,  in  honour  of 
whom  fo  many  lamps  burn  under  the  dome  of 

Coubet- 


lmell.  The  dried  leaves  aTe  reduced  to  powder,  which; 
has  an  excellent  feent,  and  which  the  women  of  the  Eaft 
wear  upon  their  hair.  A  colour  alfo  is  extruded  from  it*, 
with  which,  they  ftain  their  arms  and  legs. 
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Coubet-il-NaJfir  f.  Behold  this  celebrated 
dome  ;  count  the  lamps  which  have  been  fix¬ 
ed  in  it,  fince  the  great  Haroun  Alrafchid  him- 
felf  fet  the  example.  All  thofe  who  have 
been  partakers  of  the  kindnefs  and  hofpitality 
of  Chebib,  and  there  are  fovereigns  among  the 
number,  have  acquired  honour  by  teftifying 
their  gratitude  by  an  ofienfible  and  lafting  mo¬ 
nument. 

“  Thus,  while  the  moon  rifes  to  comfort  the 
earth  with  her  foft  rays,  for  the  abfence  of 
the  fun’s  beams,  if  an  eclipfe  deprives  us  of 
her  light,  or  a  cloud  obfcures  her  lhining, 
the  people  of  Damas  have  only  to  turn  their 
eyes  towards  Coubet-il-Nafier.  The  lamps 
which  gratitude  hath  there  lighted  up,  replace 
the  ftars  of  night,  and  incefl'antly  difplay  the 
generofity  of  Chebib.” 

Giafar  felt  real  pleafure  in  hearing  his  vir¬ 
tuous  and  magnificent  landlord  f®  highly  ex¬ 
tolled.  He  conceived,  at  the  fame  time,  that  • 
the  man  who  made  fuch  an  eulogium  on  him, 
muft  himfelf  be,  in  every  refpeft,  above  the 
profefiion  of  a  feller  of  lemonade.  Know¬ 
ledge  and  virtue  are  confined  to  no  ftation  of 

life: 


f  Coubet-ll-NaJfir  was  a  dome  placed  on  the  top  of  a  moun¬ 
tain  at  Damas.  This  piece  of  curiofity  attracted  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Caliph,  who  had  gone  there  in  difguife,  in  at 
journey  which  he  formerly  made  to  that  city,  _ _ 
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life :  Giafar,  however,  teftified  fome  euriow 
fity  to  know  how  the  matter  of  the  houfe^ 
he  was  in,  could  be  fo  accurately  informed  of 
his  relidence  at  Damas,  and  of  the  precife  hour 
when  he  was  to  come  to  his  houfe  to  refrelh 
himfelf. 

The  anfwer  was,  that  it  was  by  the  ftudy 
of  the  Giaffer ,  at  opening  the  fourth  book. 
The  feller  of  lemonade  ftiewed  him  the  note,, 
which,  after  calculating,  he  had  extracted 
from  it. 

The  Vifier  finifhed  his  travels  through  the 
city,  and  returned  to  his  landlord’s  houfe  with 
an  air  of  fatisfa&ion,  from  which  the  latter 
drew  a  favourable  omen.  He  was  bufy  in 
making  the  prince  quit  his  difguife,  and  cauf* 
ed  him  be  ferved  with  coffee,  liquors,  and  e- 
very  thing  which,  while  they  waited  for  the 
'  evening’s  repaft,  could  make  up  the  fatigues 
of  the  day. 

A  delicious  and  plentiful  fupper,  to  which 
perfumes  and  muiic  gave  an  increafe  of  de¬ 
light,  concluded  thefe  flattering  attentions. 
Giafar,  having  eat  with  a  better  appetite  than 
common,  and  having  affe&ionately  embraced 
his  entertainer,  went  to  bed,  with  the  refolu- 
tion  of  next  day  renewing  his  walks  through 
Damas,  that  he  might  there  difcover  the  fteps 
in  which  heaven  had  decreed  him  to  walk. 

He 
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He  pafled  a  good  night :  when  it  was  fierce¬ 
ly  day,  he  refumed  the  drefs  in  which  he  was 
wont  to  feek  for  adventures,  and,  taking  leave 
of  his  landlord  till  the  evening,  fet  out  on  his 
journey. 

Chance  condufled  the  Vifier  to  the  banks 
of  the  river  Abana.  A  poor  filherman  was 
calling  a  net,  and  had  hauled  it  feveral  tiroes, 
but  got  nothing.  After  three  or  four  attempts, 
of  which  Giafar  was  a  witnefs,  the  poor  man, 
while  he  wrung  his  net,  in  order  to  prefs  the 
water  out  of  it,  fpoke  fo  as  to  be  heard. 

“  What  ihall  become  of  us  ?  I  have  a  wife, 
three  boys,  and  four  girls  :  We  have  no  bread, 
and,  for  thefe  two  clays,  not  a  fi(h  has  come 
into  my  net.  O  my  God  !  I  call  upon  you 
in  the  name  of  your  great  prophet ;  but  I  am 
far  from  him.  I  behold  from  hence  the  dome 
** of  Coubet-il-NaJferj  which  always  fhines  with 
the  generofity  of  your  fervant  Chebib.  I  am 
Hill  encouraged  to  call  my  net,  in  the  name 
of  one  whofe  reputation  for  goodnefs  is  fpreai 
over  the  whole  earth,  and  who  has  found  fa¬ 
vour  in  your  fight.” 

Having  fpoken  thefe  words,  the  filherman 
prepared  his  net,  turned  his  eyes  towards  hea¬ 
ven,  and  exclaimed,  “  In  the  name  of  the 
twelve  brightell  lamps  which  are  lighted  in 
honour  of  Chebib,  in  the  dome  of  Coubet-il - 
N((J/cr  ‘y  in  the  name  of  Chebib,  and  of  the 
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twelve  liars  companions  of  our  great  prophet, 
which  have  fettled  on  the  houfe  of  the  fervanfc 
of  God  at  Damasf  to  honour  with  their  coun¬ 
tenance,  liis  beneficence,  and '  generality,  I 
now  call  my  net.  O  my  God  !  may  the  vir¬ 
tue  attached  to  his  name,  whom  thou  hall 
chofen  to  reflecl  thy  image  upon  earth,  come 
to  the  fuccour  of  the  needy  !” 

While  he  finilhed  this  addrefs  to  heaven,  the 
fi£herman  again  repeated  in  a  louder  voice 
“  In  the  name  of  Chebib  !”  and  call  his  net. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive,  from  the  friendlhip- 
which  Giafar  entertained  for  Chebib,  with 
what  attention  he  followed  the  throw  of  the 
net,  to  examine  the  fuccels..  It  was  conw 
plete. 

The  filherman,  deceived  by  the  weight,  be¬ 
lieved  at  fir  It  that  fome  branches  concealed  at 
the  bottom  of  the  water  had  entangled  the 
melhes  :  but  he  foon  obferved  the  fiihes  ftrug- 
gling  within  it,  and  he  mull  not  hazard  the 
breaking  of  the  net. 

7  he  proprietor  of  this  little  fortune,  in  or¬ 
der  to  fecure  it,  tied  the  rope  which  held  the 
net,  to  the  trunk  of  a  tree  at  the  water  edge, 
Itripped  liimfelf,  and  went  into  the  river.  He 
was  then  able  to  bring  to  land  his  whole  prize, 
which  aftonilhed  Giafar  with  the  number  and 
quality  of  fillies  of  every  kind  of  which  it  was 
pompofed.  While  he  congratulated  the  iilh- 


ermaa 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


II9 

'Crman  on  his  fuccefs,  he  aflifted  him,  with 
pleafure,  in  difentangling  the  net  from  its 
great  load  ;  and,  admiring  the  wonder  which 
had  been  wrought  in  the  name  of  Chebib,  he 
inquired  of  the  man  who  that  Chebib  was, 
whofe  name  he  had  invoked  with  fo  much  fuc¬ 
cefs. 

“  Are  you  then  wholly  a  ftranger  on  the 
earth,”  anfwered  the  filherman,  “  that  you 
know  not  the  generous  Chebib  ?  The  very 
birds  of  paflage,  whom  he  has  fed  with  his 
hand,  have  fpread  the  reputation  of  his  bene¬ 
ficence  from  one  region  to  another.  He  is  the 
fon  of  Chebib,  and  grandfon  of  that  Chebib 
who  aflifted  the  great  Omar  in  the  conqueft  of 
Damas,  and' who  afterwards  entertained  the 
Caliph  and  his  army  for  three  days. 

“  Omar,  grateful  for  his  fervtces,  brought 
him  to  Damas,  built  him  a  magnificent  dwell¬ 
ing,  and  imprinted  the  mark  of  his  victorious 
hand  on  one  of  the  pilafters  which  fupport  the 
entablature  of  the  door  of  his  palace.  This 
glorious  mark  ftill  eidfts,  and  every  truemuf- 
fulman  beholds  it  with  refpeCt. 

“  The  Caliph  Haroun,  having  come  to  Da- 
mas,  honoured  Chebib  with  the  fame  favour, 
by  imprinting  his  hand  on  the  oppofite  pi- 
lafter. 

“  Open  your  eyes,  and  behold  thcfe  won¬ 
ders.  They  flill  exift,  and  lee  how  heaven 
1  and 
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and  its  favourites  have  concurred  to  confirm 
the  glory  of  thefe  great  men. 

“  The  prefent  Caliph  has  gone  farther;  he 
has  caufed  his  name,  which  you  can  read,  be 
written  in  letters  of  gold,  and  incrufiated  with 
marble.” 

Praifing  Chebib  was  flattering  Giafar.  He 
was  how  fully  convinced,  that  deftiny,  by- 
conducting  him  to  the  houfe  of  fo  valuable  a 
man,  was  preparing  for  him  happy  events  in 
future  life.  However,  to  be  farther  allured 
of  the  nature  of  that  influence  which  then  pre- 
fided  over  his  fortune,  he  thought  of  another 

method  of  trying  his  fate. 

While  the  lilherman  was  wringing  and  dry¬ 
ing  his  net,  he  thus  fpoke  to  him  :  “  You 
have  juft  now  convinced  me,  that  this  Che¬ 
bib  is  a  man  efteemed  by  heaven,  fince  you 
have  fucceeded  fo  well  in  his  name.  1  am 
anxious  about  the  fortune  of  a  man  with  whom 
mine  is  connected,  and  wifh  you  would  do  me 
the  favour  to  caft  the  net  once  more  in  his 
name.” 

*«  Brother,”  replied  the  fifberman,  “  it  is  not 
prudent  to  weary  heaven  :  it  has  already  given 
me  a  plentiful  draught  of  fifties;  and  I  know 
not  how  they  are  to^be  carried  to  my  houfe.  I 
iti lift  go  and  fell  them  in  order  to  buy  bread  ; 
for  1  left  nothing  at  home  but  water  for  ablu¬ 
tions,  andl  have  no  time  to  lofe.  If  I  caft  my 
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net  to  no.porpofe,  my  family  will  fuffer  by 
it ;  if  I  fucceed,  how  (hall  I  be  able  to  carry 
away  more  than  a  load  of  them  ?” 

“  Youcannot  lofe  your  time,”  faid  Giafar, 
44  for  I  will  make  you  amends  for  it ;  and 
you  fhall  not  fink  under  your  burden,  for  I 
will  aflifl  you  in  fupportiug  the  load.” 

44  In  that  cafe replied  the  fifherman  ;  44  as  I 
hazard  nothing  by  obliging  you,  I  will  do  it 
with  pleafure.  Tell  me  the  name  in  which 
you  wifh  me  once  more  to  try  my  fortune.” 
44  It  is  Gim,  Be ,  Ouaou  faid  Giafar. 

The  fifherman  pronounced  the  name,  and 
threw  in  the  net,  which  both  of  them  were 
obliged  to  hold  on  account  of  the  draught. 
The  old  man,  quite  overjoyed,  went  into  the 
river,  and,  with  the  aflillance  of  Giafar,  drew 
out  on  the  fand  the  largefl  draught  of  fillies 
which  had  ever  been  taken  in  the  river  Aba- 
na. 

When  the  fifhes  were  brought  afhore,  the 
fifherman,  while  putting  on  his  clothes,  pro¬ 
nounced  in  a  low  tone  of  vo;ce,  Gim,  Be, 
Ouaou ,  the  name  which  he  had  juft  now  em¬ 
ployed.  He  caufed  the  vifier  again  repeat  it 
to  him,  then  took  his  flick,  and  began  to  trace 
figures  and  make  calculations  on  the  fancl. 

Vol.  I.  L  -  Every 

•  Gim,  Be,  Ouaou,  is  the  manner  of  pronoucing  the  letter? 
O,  C,  V,  when  they  fpcll  the  Arabic  alphabet. 
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Every  moment  tie  appeared  aftonidied  at  the 
product  of  his  labour,  and,  when  it  Was  finhh- 
ed,  he  returned  to  the  prince. 

“  It  only  remains,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  in 
order  to  exhauft  the  river  of  fifhes,  to  cart; 
the  net  in  the  name  of  the  Caliph  Haroun 
Alrafchid  ;  for  I  have  cart:  it  in  the  name 
of  Chebib,  and  you  have  made  me  try  my 
fortune  upon  the  ftar  of  the  great  prince 
of  the  Barmecides,  the  Vifier  of  Viliers,  and 
the  principal  favourite  of  the  Commander  of 
the  Faithful.  And  how  could  you  feem  anx¬ 
ious  about  the  fate  of  the  fortunate  Giafar  ? 
How  much  would  you  be  encouraged,  if  you. 
were  acquainted  with  our  books  !  The  prince 
of  the  Barmecides,  if  we  may  judge  by  the 
conjun£tion  of  the  ftar  of  Chebib’ s  houfe  with 
his,  muft,  at  this  very  moment,  be  the  gueft: 
of  Chebib  at  Damas.  If  the  great  Barmekir, 
the  chief  of  the  houfe  of  Giafar,  aftifted  our 
Great  Prophet  in  the  conqueft  of  Bagdad,  O- 
mar  was  indebted  to  Chebib’s  grandfather  for 
that  of  Damas.  Perhaps  thefe  two  powerful 
families  are  now  to  be  united,  in  order  to 
fecure  the  continuance  of  the  empire,  as  they 
have  already  contributed  to  its  increafe.  Thefe 
are  events  which  the  fates  accomplilh  by  means 
incomprehenfible  to  us.  But  let  not  man  be 
proud,  when  the  powers  on  high  feem  to  be 
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put  in  motion  for  his  fake  ;  rather  let  him 
rejoice  in  being  their  inftrument.” 

Giafar  was  much  more  aftoniflied  to  find  fo 

«  * 

much  learning  and  depth  of  knowledge  in  a 
man  of  the  lowed  clafs,  than  he  had  been  at 
the  houfe  of  the  cook  and  feller  of  lemon¬ 
ade.  This  fage  had  no  library  but  the  firma¬ 
ment  of  heaven,  and  no  port-folio  but  the  fand 
under  his  feet. 

The  fillies  which  had  been  taken,  were  now 
to  be  difpofed  of.  Giafar  called  to  mind  the 
goodnefs  of  Chebib  towards  every  thing  in 
nature  which  was  po  fie  fled  of  life.  “  Bro¬ 
ther,”  faid  he  to  the  fiflierman,  M  you  have* 
without  intending  it,  given  me  great  fatisfaction 
in  many  refpe&s.  Nobody  has  greater  love  or 
regard  for  the  generous  Chebib  than  I  have; 
and  it  is  impoflible  to  be  more  intersfled  than  I 
am  in  the  fate  of  the  prince  of  the  Barmecides. 
Nobody  takes  greater  pleafure  in  honouring 
virtue  and  knowledge  in  that  clafs  of  men 
among  whom  you  was  born.  I  fhould  even 
like  to  fee  it  fhine  with  a  brightnefs  fufiicient 
to  awaken  the  emulation  of  thofe  who  think, 
their  rank  or  fortune  makes  it  unnecefiary 
for  them  to  be  diftingifhed  by  merit  of  any 
kind.  I  am  richer  than  might  be  fuppofed 
from  my  drefs  :  Grant  me  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
having  it  in  my  power  to  put  your  numerous 
family  in  eafy  circumftances,  and  accept  thefe 
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two  hundred  pieces  of  gold.  Pick  out  what¬ 
ever  of  thefe  fillies  may  pleafe  your  family, 
and  let  the  remainder,  which  have  been  taken 
in  the  name  of  Chebib  and  Giafar,  be  fetat  li¬ 
berty  in  the  name  of  Chebib  alone,  that  they 
may  no  longer  be  mute  in  publifliing  the  praiftA 
of  that  generous  man,  even  in  the  bottom  of 
the  waters.” 

“  I  will  not  keep  a  {ingle  on®1  of  them,  O 
my  prince  1  cried  the  old  man  in  an  ecftac j  of 
joy  ;  I  was  acquainted  with  the  natne  of  Gia* 
far,  ar.d  knew  fomething  of  his  high  deilinies. 
His  virtues  could  not  but  difeover  to  me  his 
perfon,and  1  fall  now  at  bis  feet — No,  there  {hall 
no  being  be  unhappy  by  any  deed  of  mine*, 
on  a  day  fo  fortunate  :  All  thefe  fillies  {hall 
be  reftored  to  the  element  from  which  they 
were  taken. 

“  Go,”  faid  he  to  them,  in  a  kind  of  tran- 
fport,  “  recover  flrength  and  courage,  traverfe 
the  feas  from  fouth  to  north,  and  make  known 
that  Chebib  and  Giafar,  jinited  on  the  earth, 
do  there  exhibit  an  example  of  every  virtue, 
and  promote  the  work  begun  by  our  Great 
Prophet.  May  the  report  of  this  union 
reach  even  unto  Leviathan  *,  and  make  him 
tremble  on  his  throne.” 

The 

’  According  to  the  Arabians,  there  are  devils  in  the  fea, 
as  well  a.5  on  the  land,  and  Leviathan  is  the  prince  of  the_- 
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The  Vilier  left  the  fiflierman,  wilhing  him 
all  the  bleffings  which  can  attend  virtue,  and 
the  glory  which  is  the  reward  of  labours  un¬ 
dertaken  for  the  good  of  mankind.  They 
parted  at  length,  as  if  they  had  been  long  ac¬ 
quainted. 

The  time  of  taking  a  repaft  drew  near. 
Giafar  had  fyeen  engaged  in  violent  exercife, 
and  went  to  the  houfe  of  his  trnlly  cook. 
He  dined  there,  but  met  with  nothing  to 
gratify  his  curiolity  and  tafte  for  the  marvel¬ 
lous,  or  give  him  any  information  concerning 
the  work  to  which  he  was  called  by  the  fates. 

He  palled  through  a  market-place,  at  one 
corner  of  which  was  the  moil  considerable  cof- 
fee-houfe  at  Damas,  called  II  Manaclie .  A 
fraall  branch  of  a  river  palled  through  and 
embellilhed  its  garden.  Here  Giafar  fat  down 
upon  a  marble  fopha.  This  feat  was  placed 
at  the  back  of  an  arbour,  covered  with  a. 
well-fpread  vine,  which  formed  a  fummer- 
houfe.  . 

Scarcely  had  he  taken  his  coffee,  when  three 
dervifes  entered,  without  any  previous  con¬ 
cert,  through  three  openings  in  the  fummer- 
houfe,  which  was  Unit  only  on  the  fide  againffc 
which  the  marble  fopha  leaned.  Giafar  ob- 
ferved,  through  the  leaves  and  branches,  the 
altonilhmcnt  of  the  three  dervifes,  who  were 
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it  rangers  to  one  another*  and  whofe  fteps  had* 
led  them  by  oppofite  entrances,  to  the  fame 
place,  at  the  very  fame  inftant  of  time.  They 
faluted  one  another,  fat  -down,  and  remained 
iilent,  while  they  were  taking  their  coffee : 
but  mutual  curiofity  preffed  them  to  come  to 
an  explanation  concerning  a  meeting  of  fo 
extraordinary  a  nature.  The  oldefl,  at  lafr', 
fpoke  thus  : 

“  Brothers,  does  it  not  appear  to  you 
very  extraordinary  that  chance  fhould  thus 
have  brought  us  together  in  this  place?  There 
muft  be  fome  myftery  in  the  cafe.  Our  fta* 
tion,  which  puts  us,  whatever  we  are,  up¬ 
on  a  footing  of  equality,  entitles  us  to  (peak 
freely ;  let  us  therefore  communicate  to  one 
another  the  defign  of  our  coming  hither. 
That  you  may  be  induced  to  conceal  nothing 
from  me  in  your  ftory,  I  fball  relate  my 
own. 

“  Although  I  am  now,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  a  Mahometan,  I  was  born  in  China,  ir* 
the  city  of  Kanko,  and  defeended  from  a  rich 
family,  who  wTere  w7orfhippers  of  Kahihu. 
From  every  thing  which  my  parents  told  me, 
?n  their  inflruttions,  I  concluded,  that  our  an- 
reitors  had  deified  one  or  more  men,  and  I  wifli- 
rd  to  find  out  that  God  by  whom  I  myfelf  and 
my  friends  were  made,  that  I  might  ferve  and 
sdore  him.  A  defire  in  my  friends  to  fettle  me  in 

the 
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the  bonds  of  wedlock,  added  to  the  embaralf- 
ment  of  my  mind  on  this  important  fubje£l. 
For  my  part,  being  long  perfuaded  that  a  man 
ought  to  enter  into  no  enjoyment,  without 
knowing  hirafelf,  and  allow  or  deny  himfelf 
no  engagement  without  inquiring  into  the  ob- 
jeft  thereof,  I  determined  to  leave  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  houfe,  and  travel  through  China  in 
queft  of  that  information  which  I  was  anxious 
to  obtain. 

u  It  was  eafy  for  me  to  colled!  in  gold  and 
jewels  what  was  necefiary  for  the  expences  of 
my  journey.  I  went  from  province  to  pro;.* 
vince,  inquiring  into  the  worlhip  which  was 
there  paid  to  the  divinity,  and  examining  the 
reafons  of  it.  Some  worlhipped  idols  made 
with  men’s  hands  ;  others  paid  homage  to  a 
calf,  or  fome  more  ridiculous  objeft.  They 
all  wifhed  to  perfuade  me  to  adopt  their  man¬ 
ner  of  thinking  ;  while  I  plainly  faw,  that  to 
bow  down  before  one’s  own  work,  was  a 
mark  of  the  greatefl  weaknefs,  and  that  he 
mod  be  worfe  than  a  madman  who  could  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  fyfteitLof  the  univerfe,  confti- 
tuted  as  we  behold  it,  proceeded  from  the 
head  of  a  calf.  Laftly,  1  found  fome  who 
worlhipped  the  fun.  As  this  luminary  enli¬ 
vens  every  thing  with  his  heat,  if  he  did  not 
appear  to  be  God,  I  thought  he  might  at  leaf! 
pafs  for  a  tolerable  imagg  of  him.  But  my 
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third  for  travelling  having  led  me  to  places 
where  his  influence  ceafed  to  be  felt,  I  faw 
that  in  him  alfo  there  was  dill  fomething 
wanting  to  make  up  the  complete  idea  of  God. 

“  Returning  the  way  I  had  gone,  I  entered 
the  city  Damgad,  and  took  up  my  lodgings 
in  the  quarter  allotted  to  Grangers.  I  was 
there  familiarly  converfing  with  a  man  w'hofe- 
humour  and  principles  fcemed  to  agree  with 
my  own,  when  another  came  up  and  accofted 
him  :  What !”  faid  the  man  w’ho  was  with 
me,  4<  you  are  in  this  city  then  ;  where  do 
you  lodge  ?”  “  I  lodge,”  replied  the  man 

lately  arrived,  “  at  the  houfe  of  Tantour— 
Kous-Kam,  the  mod  refpe&ed  man  in  China, 
for  a  virtue  which  is  very  feldom  praftifed 
there,  I  mean  hofpitality.  He  is  fo  chari¬ 
table,  that  they  fay  he  fupports  more  than 
a  thoufand  people  every  day.  As  I  was  a 
fl ranger  at  Damgad,  I  went  to  the  houfe  of 
Kous-Kam,  making  ufe  of  the  name  of  Che- 
bib  of  Damas  :  and,  at  this  name,  my  land¬ 
lord,  if  he  had  been  able,  would  have  poured 
down  on  me  dew  of  pearls.  It  was  at  the 
houfe  of  Chebib  of  Damas  that  Tantour- Kous- 
Kam  received  leflons  of  generofity,  and  of  the 
exercife  of  hofpitality. 

“  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  this 
Chebib  ?”  faid  I.  “  I  have  been  his  gueft 
twice,”  anfwered  he  ;  “  whoever  has  not  feen 

Chebib 
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Chebib  of  Damas  praftife  thefe  virtues,  has 
no  conception  of  them.  They  procure  him 
the  refpetl  and  love  of  all  around  him ;  and 
his  reputation  is  fo  widely  fpread,  that  it 
is  faid  the  birds  of  heaven  every  where  form- 
concerts  in  his  praile.  I  myfelf  have  been 
a  witnefs  of  the  love  they  bear  him,  and  of 
the  grateful  attention  and  regard  which  he 
bellows  upon  thefe  creatures. 

a  One  day,  while  I  was  at  his  houfe,  an 
ibis  *  uttered  piercjng  cries,  flying  round  a 
pavilion  in  his  garden,  where  he  was  ufed  to 
go  and  enjoy  repofe  for  a  few  hours  during 
the  great  heats.  His  Haves,  wearied  with  its 
eries,  wiflied  to  fhoot  it  with  an  arrow ;  but 
Chebib  oppofed  this,  and  opened  one  of  the 
windows  of  the  pavilion.  The  bird  came  in, 
and  uttered  new  cries  Hill  more  piercing,  op- 
polite  to  a  great  fopha  on  which  Chebib  was 
accuHomed  to  deep.  He  ordered  the  furni¬ 
ture  to  be  lifted  up  with  care,  ufing  the  fame 
precautions  with  refpett  to  the  tapiftry.  They 
found  under  it  an  enormous  ferpent  which 
had  got  in  by  a  fubterraneous  hole.  Che¬ 
bib  prevented  the  Haves  from  killing  it,  and 
ordered  the  animal  to  retire  into  its  hole. 
It  obeyed  j  and  he  was  perfe&ly  fatisfied,  to 

prevent, 

*  The  Hit ,  a  fpecies  of  ftoric,  is  a  bird  very  common  10 
the  Eaft,. 


I30  ARABIAN  TALES. 

prevent,  by  {nutting  up  the  hole,  its  return 
into  the  pavilion. 

“  I  liftened  with  avidity  to* this  ftory,  and 
immediately  took  my  refolution  :  “  Good  ac¬ 
tions,”  faid  I  to  myfelf,  “  can  only  proceed 
from  good  principles  :  truth  is  the  only  ba¬ 
lls  of  virtue  :  I  will  therefore  go.  and  feek  it 
with  Chebib.” 

“  I  fet  out  for  Damas,  and  came  to  find  the 
fage  whofe  acquaintance  I  was  ambitious  to 
obtain.  Scarcely  had  I  entered  the  city,  when 
a  Have  came  to  invite  me  to  honour  his  ma¬ 
tter’s  houfe  with  my  prefence.  I  was  conduced 
to  the  houfe  of  the  very  man  whom  I  fought. 
H  is  excellent  leflons  made  me  wifti  to  become 
a  Mahometan  ;  and  foon  after  I  aflumed  the 
habit  of  a  dervife.  I  never  let  three  years 
pafs  without  coming  to  Damas.  My  love  of 
retirement  makes  me  prefer  flaying  at  his 
country  houfe;  and  he  is  pleafed  to  let  me  en¬ 
joy  it.  We  have  our  times  for  meeting  one  an¬ 
other,  and  this  day  I  came  to  fee  him.” 

When  the  firft  and  eldett  of  the  three  der- 
vifes  had  done  fpeaking,  the  fecond  began. 
tf  You  will  fee,  my.  brothers,  that  it  cannot  be 
without  fome  fort  of  defign,  whatever  it  is, 
that  defliny  has  brought  us  together  ;  for  I  am 
an  admirer  and  difciple  of  the  fame  Chebib  of 
whom  I  have  juft  now  heard,  and  have  this  mo¬ 
ment  come  to  Damas  to  claim  his  hofpitality.  I 
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was  bom  in  India,  of  a  powerful  family’,  who 
enjoyed  every  blefling  of  profperity.  But  I 
learned  very  early  that  this  appearance  is  de¬ 
ceitful,  and  that  there  is  fomething  elfe  to  be 
fought  after  befides  pretended  enjoyments, 
which  occafion  more  trouble  than  they  give 
fatisfa&ion.  I  wiftied  to  travel  for  inftruc- 
tion,  and  left  my  father’s  houfe. 

“  I  wras  palling  one  day  through  the  ftreets 
of  Surat  near  the  great  Pagoda.  A  blind  man 
had  been  afking  alms  to  no  purpofe  ever  iince 
morning  ;  and,  in  defpair  at  not  having  found 
one  compaflionate  foul,  abandoned  himfelf  to 
grief.  Being  prefled  with  want,  he  fuddenly 
burft  into  tears,  and  exclaimed,  “  W’hoever 
you  are  who  pafs  by  me,  if  not  in  the  name 
of  God,  give  me  alms  in  the  name  of  Chebib 
of  Damas.” 

“  At  this  name,  which  I  had  never  before 
heard,  I  felt  an  uncommon  emotion,  and  was 
anxious  to  know  why  the  blind  man  feemed  to 
make  it  his  laft  refort.  I  went  up  to  him, 
and,  after  putting  two  pieces  of  gold  into  his 
hand,  “  Brother,”  faid  I,  u  what  man  is  that 
w'hofe  name  you  have  juft  now  mentioned  ?” 
“  He  is,”  anfwered  he,  “  a  pattern  to  all 
thofe  who  wi(h  good  to  their  fellow  men.  His 
generofity  fhines  abroad,  toroufe  to  imitation 
thofe  who  behold  him,  and  to  render  inexcuf- 
able  thofe  who  fliut  their  eyes  and  ears  againft 
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the  tears  and  cries  of  the  unfortunate.  It  is  alfo 
concealed,  in  order  to  relieve  from  the  burden 
of  gratitude,  thofe  whom  he  might  oblige  by 
facrifices  which  might  appear  too  burdenfome 
to  him.  Such  is  his  beneficence,  that  not  a 
fingle  being  has  approached  him,  who  has  not 
felt  its  effe&s.” 

“  Upon  this  reprefentation  of  the  blind 
than,  I  could  not  refill  the  flrong  defire  X 
had  of  coming  to  Damas,  in  order  to  become 
acquainted  with  a  man  who  had  been  an- 
jiounced  to  me  in  a  manner  fo  very  extra¬ 
ordinary.  Being  arrived  at  this  great  city, 
I  found  it  eafy  to  gain  accefs  to  him.  I 
abjured  before  him  the  extra\agant  worlhip 
of  iBrama,  Witfnou,  and  Rutren,  and  took, 
the  habit  of  a  dervife. 

“  I  will  conclude  with  mentioning  a  circum- 
flance  in  his  chara&er  which  agrees  with  that 
refpe&ing  the  ferpent  which  you  have  now- 
related.  The  King  kept  a.  lion  of  an  enor¬ 
mous  fize,  in  an  iron  cage,  at  one  of  the 
grates  of  the  palace.  Chebib  never  patted  by 
the  animal,  without  bellowing  on  him  fome 
marks  of  his  friendlhip,  and  of  that  difpofi- 
tion  which  he  poflefled,  to  make  every  thing 
happy  which  lived  upon  the  earth. 

“  One  day,  through  the  fault  of  the  keeper, 
this  terrible  animal,  who  had  been  ill  treated, 
made  his  efcape.  He  was  committing  moll 
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-dreadful  ravages  both  in  the  city  and  coun¬ 
try,  when  Chebib  fell  in  with  him.  At 
the  fight  of  his  daily  benefa&or,  the  fierce 
animal  grew  calm  and  gentle,  and  allow¬ 
ed  himfelf  to  be  condu&ed  by  him  to  his 
cage,  as  if  he  had  been  the  tamed  creature  in 
the  world.” 

The  fecond  dervife  thus  concluded  the  re¬ 
cital  of  his  adventures,  and  induced  the  third 
to  difclofe  with  equal  confidence  the  motive  of 
liis  journey.  He  did  fo  without  being  afked, 
wondering  how  they  had  all  three  met  toge¬ 
ther  at  Damas,  for  the  fake  of  the  fame  man. 
'I  his  one  was  born  a  Mahometan,  and  had 
become  a  dervife  before  he  knew  Chebib : 
But  he  declared  that  he  was  indebted  to  him 
for  much  information  concerning  the  nature 
and  extent  of  man’s  duty  upon  earth  j  and 
that,  if  he  taught  the  rich  by  his  example,  to 
make  a  noble  and  rational  ufe  of  their  wealth, 
he  alfo  (hewed  the  poor  how  to  find  refources 
in  their  inferior  ftation. 

“  Brothers,”  added  he,  “  you  have  told 
me  of  his  beneficence  to  the  animals  ;  let  me 
add,  it  extends  even  to  the  plants.  When¬ 
ever  he  takes  a  walk  in  his  garden,  he  waters 
thofe  which  are  parched,  raifes  up  thofe  which 
are  broken  down,  and  gives  fupport  to  thofe 
which  would  be  forced  to  creep  on  the  ground. 
He  would  never  allow  the  water  at  his  houfe  to 
Vo L.  I.  M  be 
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be  confined  and  forced  to  fly  into  the  air;  he 
wifhed  that  it  fhould  be  allowed  to  follow  its 
natural  current;  in  one  word,  he  is'the  friend 
of’all  nature.” 

When  the  third  dervife  had  finifhed  his  re¬ 
lation,  the  firfl  again  fpoke  thus  :  “  The  Rar 
of  the  man  of  whom  we  have  been  fpeaking* 
is  very  flrong ;  but  though  it  lias  drawn  us 
to  it  almofl  irreARiblv,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
we  are  at  this  moment  ruled  by  another  Rill 
more  powerful  conRellation.  We  travelled  in 
the  name  of  Chebib,  and  we  are  afletnbled 
here  in-- the  name  of  G.  B.  V.  of  which  I 
know  no  more  but  the  letters  I  have  mention¬ 
ed. 

“  Brothers,  we  are  prepared  by  books,  but 
we  are  inRructed  by  events.  Let  us  wait  pa¬ 
tiently  for  thofe  which  are  to  give  us  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  that  Angular  accident  which 
has  this  day  brought  us  together.” 

Thus  ended  the  converfation  ;  and  the  three 
devotees  rofe  up  and  left  the  garden  and  the 
coffeehoufe. 

It  may  eaRly  be  believed  that  Giafar  loft 
not  a  word  of  this  difeourfe.  It  would  have 
been  highly  intereRing  to  him,  though  it  had  . 
contained  nothing  but  the  praifes  of  his  lard- 
lord  and  friend  Chebib.  But  his  attention 
was  much  more  awakened,  when  he  heard 
the  oldeft  of  the  dervifes  fay,  that  he  and  his 
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brothers  appeared  to  be  affembled  in  a  name, 
whofe  ftar  ruled  that  of  Cliebib  himfelf;  and 
there  could  be  no  doubt  but  this  name  was  his 
own. 

The  prince  did  not  give  himfelf  up  to  any 
emotion  of  pride  ;  he  had  too  high  an  idea  of 
virtue  to  be  wholly  fatisfied  with  his  own. 
The  ftar  of  Chebib  mull  be  more  brilliant 
than  his  in  heaven;  but  that  of  the  lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  Caliph  might  prevail  upon  earth, 
where  virtue  does  not  confer  power  and 
crowns. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Vifier,  by  reflecting* 
on  what  was  wonderful  in  the  accident  which 
had  brought  the  three  dervifes  together,  that 
they  might  hold  a  converfation  fo  nearly  con¬ 
nected  with  his  own  fituation,  felt  himfelf 
reanimated.  He  concluded  from  it  at  leaft, 
that  he  had  not  loll  the  favour  of  the  Caliph 
fo  much  as  he  formerly  had  rcafon  to  believe  : 

'For,  in  the  decrees  of  Heaven,  he  always  was 
Vifier,  as  was  denoted  by  the  three  letters 
G.  B.  V.  fpoken  of  by  the  dervife. 

He  went  back  to  his  landlord’s  houfe,  and 
appeared  fatisfied  with  the  different  objects 
which  he  had  feen  through  the  day,  with¬ 
out  entering  into  the  particulars  of  an  adven¬ 
ture  which  might  hurt  the  modefly  of  Che- 
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The  Vifier,  fubmifiive  to  the  influence  of' 
his  ftar,  the  activity  of  which  had  been  fo, 
well  marked  out  to  him,  determined  to  remain* 
concealed,  that  he  might  not  thwart  its  effe£t 
by  any  a£t  of  imprudence.  Befides,  as  the 
ftreets  of  Damas  had  been  a  great  fource  of  in-, 
formation  to  him,  he  muft  not  renounce  the 
pleafure  of  walking  in  'hem,  nor  difregard  the 
precaution  of  difguifing  himfclf  fo  as  not  to. 
be  diftinguifhed. 

One  day  when  he  was  returning  in  hafte 
to  Chebib’s  houfe,  through  bye  ftreets,  he 
tnade  a  very  great  circuit.  The  day  was 
exceedingly  hot :  he  thought  he  was  only 
three  or  four  hundred  paces  from*  the 
houfe  ;  but  being  little  accu homed  to  fo  hard 
a  walk,  and  being  quickly  out  of  breath,, 
he  fat  down  to  breathe  a  little,  on  a  very 
convenient  marble  fopha,  which  he  percei¬ 
ved  under  a  kind  of  portico,  and  drew  out  a 
handkerchief  from  his  girdle,  to  wipe'  Kis 
face. 

He  was  then  oppofite  to  a  palace  fupported 
by  twenty- fix  pillars  of  very  grand  architecture, 
and  lighted  by  twenty-four  cafements.  At 
each  cafement  there  was  a  little  garden  upon 
a  terrace,  every  one  of  which  exhibited  a 
kind  of  variety.  While  his  attention  was  fix¬ 
ed  on  this  agreeable  object,  one  of  the  cafe¬ 
ments  opened,  and  there  appeared  at  it  a 
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young  lady  of  fixteen,  whofe  beauty  was  more 
ravilhing  than  any  the  Vifier  had  ever  be¬ 
held. 

“  It  is  indeed  written,”  faid  he  to  himfelf, 
“  that  the  fun  and  moon  were  three  times 
eclipfed  for  Mahomet,  who  is  the  true  conftel- 
lation  of  the  earth  :  but  I  am  now  tempted  to 
believe  that  our  writers  have  deceived  us. 
The  lights  of  the  world  have  yielded  only 
twice  to  our  luminous  prophet  the  privilege 
of  enlightening  it.  They  waited  undoubtedly 
for  the  birth  of  that  ravilhing  objeft  which 
I  now  behold,  to  honour  her  with  their  third 
eclipfe.” 

While  Giafar  indulged  this  firfl:  enthufiafm, 
the  young  lady  watered  her  flowers,  which 
feemed  to  revive  at  the  very  approach  of  that 
kindly  moifture,  which  flie  was  about  to  fprinkle 
on  them.  When  this  heavenly  beauty  had 
exhaufted  on  the  flowers  all  the  water  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  porcelain  vefl'el  which  lheheld  in  her 
hand,  (lie  retired,  fliut  the  cafcment,  and  dif- 
appeared. 

The  Vifier  expended  that  Ihe  would  come 
and  water  the  other  little  gardens  ;  but  be  was 
deceived.  He  remained  with  his  mouth  open, 
his  eyes  fixed,  and  his  neck  ftretched  towards 
'  the  place  where  he  had  feen  the  object  which 
enchanted  him.  Night  found  him  in  the  fame 
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attitude  in  which  Alilcaf  *  remained  for  three 
hundred  years,  after  feeing  the  magnificent 
bird  of  paradife,  which  came  to  announce  to 
him  the  arrival  of  Mahomet.  Perhaps  Giafar 
would  have  palled  the  night  there,  fo  much 
had  his  growing  paffion  taken  pofieflion  of  his 
foul,  had  he  not  been  recovered  from  this  fi- 
tuation  by  the  unexpected  arrival  of  Che- 
bib. 

t 

This  generous  landlord*  came  out  of  the  a- 
'partment  of  his  women,which  was  feparated  by 
the  whole  fpace  of  the  gardens,  from  the  inn  in 
which  he  commonly  received  llrangers.  He  was 
anxious  about  the  fafety  of  the  prince,  who  was 
later  than  ordinary  in  returning  to  his  houfe. 
Fearing  fotne  accident,  and  having  affumed  a 
difguife,  that  he  might  profecute  his  fearch 
with  greater  freedom,  he  came  out  through  a 
back  door  ;  and  the  firft  object  which  prefented 
\  itfelf  was  the  Vilier,  abforbed  in  contempla^ 
tion,  oppofite  to  the  four  and  twenty  cafe- 
ments. 

“  What  are  you  doing  here,  my  dear 
friend  ?”  faid  Chebib  to  him :  “  1  was  a- 
fraid  fome  troublefome  adventure  had  befallen 
you.” 

“  I 

# 

*  There  is  a  Chapter  of  the  Alcoran  under  this  name, 
where  the  ftory  which  is  mentioned  here,  is  related  at  full, 
length,. 
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-M  I  have  walked  much  to-cfay,”  replied 
Giafar :  “  finding  myfelf  fatigued,  and  this 
fopha  appearing  very  convenient,  I  was  taking 
a  little  repofe  on  it.” 

“  Come  and  take  it  at  my  houfe,”  replied 
Chebib,  “  you  will  there  be  more  at  your  eafe.V 
The  Vifier  attempted  to  rife  ;  but  he  feemed 
nailed  to  the  feat  by  fome  enchantment,  and 
his  body  appeared  heavier  than  lead,,  when  he 
wanted  to  remove  it  from  a  place  to  which  his 
foul  was  attached. 

He  exerted  himfelf  however  to  conceal  from 
his  landlord  the  diforder  he  was  in,  and  fob. 
lowed  him  to  his  palace.  But  he  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  fpeaking  one  word,  of  profiting  by  the 
excellent  fupper  which  was  prepared  for  him, 
or  enjoying  the  charms  of  a  fplendid  evening,, 
which  Chebib  was  ftudious  for  his  fake  to  in- 
creafe  *.  He  went  to  bed  in.  a  (late  of  fuch 
diftrefs,  as  might  well  alarm  his  generous 
friend. 

The 

•  Nothing  can  equal  the  charms  of  the  night  at  Damas* 
The  flcy,  free  from  every  vapour,  is  perfectly  clear;  the 
waters  which  furround.  and  run  through  the  city,  diffufe  a 
delightful  coolnefs,  which  makes  ample  amends  for  the  ex- 
c-eflive  heat  of  the  day.  No  mildew  ever  falls.  Under  the 
Caliphs,  when,  in  the  language  of  the  Arabian  poets,  the  ri¬ 
vers  flowed  with  flr  earns  of  milt ,  all  the  gardens  and  banks  c£ 
the  rivers  at  Damas,  were  filled  with  muiicians.  It  was  the 
feafon  for  every  kind  of  enjoyment.  ' 
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The  night  was  full  of  tumult  and  anxiety  r 
the  vifier  enjoyed  not  a  Angle  moment  of 
fleep,  or  even  of  repofe.  His  attention  was 
immoveably  fixed  on  the  marble  fopha ;  he 
toffed  about,  and  could  find  no  place  in  his 
bed  whereon  to  reft.  # 

The  anguifh  of  the  night  appeared  in  his 
countenance  ;  and  when  Chebib  entered  his 
chamber  in  the  morning,  he  found  his  pulfe 
high,  his  eyes  inflamed,  and  his  complexion 
altered.  He  was  very  uneafy,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  called  his  phyfician.  This  man  poflejT- 
ed  great  fkill,  and  very  foon  gave  proofs  of  it. 
He  examined  the  patient,  ftudied  his  breathing 
and  his  eyes,  took  hold  of  his  arm,  and  felt 
his  fkin  in  feveral  places  ;  at  laft  he  ftopt  to 
examine  the  pulfe.  After  obferving  him  for 
a  tpiarter  of  an  hour,  he  alked  for  pen  and  ink,, 
wrote  down  his  advice,  and  delivered  it  to 
Chebib  without  faying  a  Angle  word.  The 
latter  opened  it  witli  eagernefs  mixed  with 
fear,  and  read  as  follows. 

“  The  difeafe  of  your  gueft  is  a  violent  in¬ 
flammation,  which  is  feated  in  the  heart  :  it 
has  oeen  introduced  by  the  eyes,  and  cannot  be 
cured  but  by  the  ocjefl  which  has  occafioned 
his  complaint.  Every  other  remedy  would  be 
urold's.”  * 

Chebib  delivered  the  paper  to  Giafar,  who  read 
it  with  an  air  of  aitcuiftnnent :  and  the  gene¬ 
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tous  Chebib  availing  himfelf  of  this  moment 
of  furprize,  thus  addrefied  him. 

“  What  !”  faid  he  fmiling,  “  my  dear 
gueft,  my  friend,  my  brother,  have  you  a  fe- 
cret  of  this  kind  with  which  I  am  not  intruft- 
ed,  till  a  phyfician  let  me  know  }our  com¬ 
plaint  ?  Since  his  art  is  of  no  avail,  why  do 
you  delay  making  ufe  of  my  sfliilance  ?  Could 
any  other  perfon  be  more  zealous  than  1  to 
procure  you  the  obje&,  the  poflfellion  of  which 
is  fo  neceflfary  to  your  happinefs  ?  Is  it  at  Da- 
mas  ?  Where  have  you  feen  it  ?M 

“  Recollect,  my  dear  Chebib,”  faid  Giafar, 
u  the  place  where  you  found  me  fitting  ;  a 
young  lady  equal  to  what  we  read  of  the 
Houris,  in  beauty,  elegance  of  fhape,  and  gra¬ 
ces  of  perfon,  came  to  water  fome  flowers  in 
a  little  garden,  upon  a  terrace  oppolite  to 
the  fopha  on  which  I  had  laid  myfelf  to  take 
repofe. 

“  She  had  the  fineft  eyes  I  had  ever  beheld. 
Notwithftar.ding  the  inexpreffible  foftnefs  by 
which  their  brightness  was  tempered,  the  fire 
of  her  looks  transformed  into  a  rainbow,  the 
water  which  came  from  the  watering  pot,  to  be 
imbibed  by  the  root  of  the  plants.  She  fmiled 
at  her  work,  like  the  riling  fun  in  the  morning 
of  aline  day.  Her  arms,  which  had  a  delightful 
roundnefs,  pliancy  and  beauty,  were  {lightly 
coloured  with  tarn  arena.  The  powder  of  its 
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leaves,  which  (lie  wore  on  her  hair,  difFufed 
even  to  me  a  delicious  perfume  ;  while  her 
charming  countenance,  aflided  by  every  thing 
which  art  could  add  to  give  exjjreffion  to  her 
features,  feemed,  along  with  my  homage,  to 
demand  that  of  all  animated  nature,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  rejoice  at  the  fight  of  fo  much  per¬ 
fection.” 

“  O  my  dear  friend,”  replied  Chebib, 
“  what  happinefs  it  gives  me  to  be  able  to 
conribute  to  your  fatisfa&ion,  and  reflore 
to  you  that  repofe  and  health, of  which  you 
might  have  been  deprived  by  a  paflion  decid¬ 
edly  unfortunate  !  I  know  the  object  by  whom 
you  are  inflamed  ;  and  you  may  afpire  to  the 
pofleuion  of  her. 

“  The  beauties  of  her  foul  are  equal  to 
thofe  of  her  body  ;  fhe  is  innocence  itfelf. 
The  hulband,  however,  to  whom  flue  was  late¬ 
ly  married,  has  found  himfelf  under  the  ne- 
ceflity,  in  confequence  of  an  accidental  tranf- 
grefiion  of  the  law  on  his  own  part,  of  impof- 
ing  on  himfelf  the  fevere  obligation  of  divorc¬ 
ing  her.  This  has  taken  place  to-day;  and, 
in  confequence  thereof,  1  promife  to  bring 
her  into  your  arms.  In  indulging  your  paf- 
fion,  make  no  fcruple  about  what  it  mull  coll, 
thofe  who  are  to  contribute  to  your  fatisfac- 
tion.  Be  happy  my  dear  Vifler,  and  be  af- 
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lured  you  are  about  to  become  much  more  fo 
than  you  imagine.” 

Giafar  was  both  furprifed  and  delighted  by 
the  engagement  which  his  landlord  had  enter¬ 
ed  into  with  him.  ‘‘It  mull  be  allowed,” 
faid  he  to  Chebib,  “  that  my  father  did  not 
deceive  me,  when  he  declared  that  Damns 
would  prefent  to  me  wonders  upon  the  back  of 
wonders.  The  lady  appears  in  my  eyes  a  pro¬ 
digy  of  beauty,  and  lo\  e  works  another  pro¬ 
digy  in  my  favour,  by  putting  me  in  poflef- 
fion  of  this  ravi filing  object  b^  the  aillllance  of 
the  mod  affectionate  friendlhip.” 

At  the  fame  moment,  Chebib  left  the  a- 
partment,  croffed  the  gardens,  and  went  to 
the  little  palace  fupported  by  twenty-four 
columns,  oppolite  to  which  the  prince  of  the 
Barmecides  had  fallen  into  an  eedafy  at  the 
fight  of  Negemet-il-Soupeh,  the  youngeff, 
Is  ft  married,  and  bed  beloved  of  all  the  wives 
belonging  to  the  Grand  Vifier’s  landlord. 
This  generous  huiband,  from  the  fliort  conver- 
fation  they  had  had,  was  immediately  convinced 
that  it  wasNegemet  herfelf  who  was  watering 
her  garden  while  Giafar  was  on  fhe  fopha. 

She  mull  now  be  prepared  for  entering  into 
new  ties,  much  more  advantageous  to  herfelf  and 
her  family:  but  others  mud  be  broken,  which 
were  not  without  their  charms,  and  of  which 

in 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


*44 

in  particular  (he  had  never  felt  the  weight* 
Luckily,  Chebib  believed  that  he  might  con¬ 
gratulate  himfelf  on  having  no  paflion  but  his 
own  to  combat.  He  knew,  however,  that  the 
propofal  he  was  to  make,  could  not  be  pre- 
fented  without  great  add  refs. 

It  did  not  belong  to  him  to  represent  to  a  young 
lady  ideas  which  might  lead  her  to  confider 
any  fituation  happier  than  that  in  which  (he 
was  placed.  An  ambitious  father  and  mother 
will  determine  her  judgment,  without  hurt¬ 
ing  her  feelings ;  but  Chebib  was  fatisfied 
with  affedtionately  addreffing  her  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words  : 

“  I  love  you  (incerely,  my  dear  Negemet, 
and  1  would  do  any  thing  to  fecure  your  hap- 
pinefs.  Perhaps  I  am  going  to  occafion  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  uneafinefs  to  you,  while  I  have  no¬ 
thing  in  view  but  your  greater  enjoyment. 
In  return  for  thefe  difpofitions,  of  which  I 
fhould  be  willing  to  give  proofs  by  expofing 
my  life,  if  it  was  neceffary,  for  your  fake, 
oblige  me  in  wifhing  you  to  retire  for  a  week 
to  the  houfe  of  your  refpe&able  parents.  A- 
feribe  to  an  inconfiderate  vow  the  violent  ef¬ 
fort  which  1  make  to  be  fo  long  feparated 
from  you  ;  do  me  juflice,  and  believe  that  I* 
will  be  occupied  about  nothing  but  your  hap* 
pinefs.” 


Negemet* 
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v/liicli  I  make  of  the  happinels  of  poneiEng 
her,  be  net  rafh  in  any  thing:  choofe  your 
opportunity,  and  take  proper  meafures. 

**  When  you  have  brought  her  to  agree  to 
our  defjgn,  inform  me  of  it,  and  I  will  divorce 
her  before  the  Cadi,  fo  as  to  giye  no  offence 
either  to  her  or  you.  But  let  our  fecret  re¬ 
main  till  then,  confined  to  you  and  your  wife. 
I  have  no  need  to  enlarge  upon  the  confe- 
quences  of  it ;  one  is  fufficient  to  determine 
you.  He  who  will  efpoufe  jour  daughter, 
knows  not  that  I  am  married  to  Negemet,  al¬ 
though  he  knows  that  fhe  is  married  :  and  I 
have  reafons  for  palling  wdth  him  only  for  a 
negotiator,  who,  without  any  fort  of  perfonal 
intereft,  willies  to  do  him  an  effential  fer- 
vice/7 

Sheffandar  carried  back  his  daughter  to  his 
lioufe,  determined  to  negleft  nothing  for  en¬ 
tering  into  the  views  of  Cliebib,  of  which  lie 
perceived  the  advantages.  Giafar’s  laudlord 
hastened  to  rejoin  him : 

“  Prince,”  faid  he,  as  he  accofted  him, 
“  if  the  too  great  quicknefs  of  your  pulfe  did 
not  deceive  the  phyfician,  you  ought  now  to 
be  in  a  ft  ate  of  perfect  convalefcence  ;  and  you 
may  allure  yourfelf  of  poflefting,  in  a  few 
days,  the  lftdy  on  whom  the  complete  reftor- 
ation  of  your  health  depends.  The  hulband 
only  defires  to  fee  the  objeft,  whom  by  the  fa¬ 
tality 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


.  147 

tality  of  the  fates,  he  is  obliged  to  divorce, 
enjoying  the  happieft  lot :  The  relations  of  the 
young  lady  and  herfelf  will  be  careful  not  to 
throw  obfiacles  in  its  way ;  one  thing  only 
prevents  your  happinefs  from  being  very  near. 
You  cannot  be  married  while  you  are  un¬ 
known  ;  and  being  conduced  hither  by  the 
fates,  it  belongs  not  to  you,  but  to  them,  to 
make  the  difeovery.” 

However  much  Giafar  was  enamoured  of 
the  beauty,  he  perceived,  that  he  mult  yield 
to  the  neceflity  of  delay.  At  the  fame  time, 
penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  the  great  fervice 
which  his  friend  had  juft  now  done  him,  he 
expreffed  to  him,  in  the  ftrongefl  poffible 
terms,  how  much  he  was  afre£ted  with  the 
aftonifhing  warmth  and  activity  of  his  zeal. 

“  I  will  take  no  Heps,”  faid  he,  “  but 
thofe  which  are  dictated  by  your  wtfdom.  In 
order  to  be  tranquil,  it  is  fufficient  to  feed 
myfelf  with  the  hopes  which  you  give  me,* 
expecting  that  your  generous  cares,  and  a 
change  of  circum fiances,  will  bring  about  their 
accoraplifhment.” 

Giafar  was  at  the  fummit  of  joy  :  he  want¬ 
ed  retirement,  that  he  might  meditate  at  his 
leifure  on  the  object  with  whom  he  was  fmit- 
ten.  He  fought  it  in  the  flreets  of  Damas, 
and  found  it  every  where,  even  amid  the 
crowds  through  whi(^h  he  palled.  But  being 
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attentive  to  every  thing,  as  he  approached  the 
grand  Mcfque,  he  heard  two  blind  people^ 
who  difcovered  one  another  by  their  voices,, 
and  who  gave  mutual  falatatkm,  thus  con¬ 
vening  together. 

“  Ah,  is  it  you  ?  Benphiros,”  faid  the  el¬ 
der  to  the  younger  ;  _**  I  Ihould  have  many 
things  to  communicate  to  you.  You  know 
that  my  wife  is  a  woman  of  Barbary,  and  is 
acquainted  with  all  the  books  of  occult  fci- 
ence,  in  the  Dom  Daniel  *  at  Tunis.  She 
labours  every  day,  without  making  us  any 
richer  ;  but  hie  difcovers  many  fecret  things. 
She  has  allured  me  that  Giafar,  the  great 
prince  of  the  Barmecides,  has  been  at  Damas 
for  fome  months,  whither  he  was  conltrain- 
cd  to  come,  by  a  prognoftic  taken  from- 
the  Giajfer.  The  Caliph  wifhes  to  have  an 
explanation  concerning  a  certain  fa£t,  and  the 
Grand  Viher  is  in  purfuit  of  it. — But  we  are 
not  in  a  proper  place  here  for  talking  of  thefe 
mylteries.” 

“  On  the  contrary,”  faid  the  younger,  “  it 
is  not  at  prefent  the  hour  of  prayer,  and  no¬ 
body  comes  here  at  this  time.” 

So  faying,  he  extended  his  arm,  and  exa¬ 
mined  ail  around  with  his  flafT,  vrhich  Giafar 

carefully 

*  The  Dmie!  was  a  hind  of  mufeutn  at  Tunis,  the 
library  ol  which  v.a;>  faid  to  contain  boohs  on  the  occult 
euces. 
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carefully  avoided  meeting.  When  he  thought 
himfelf  well  allured  that  no  Itrange  ears  were 
within  hearing,  he  faid  to  his  companion, 
“  Let  us  lit  down  upon  this  bank,  and  refume 
our  converfation. 

“  Your  wife  has  told  you,  that  the  Grand 
Vilier  Giafar  is  at  Damas.  I  inform  you  far¬ 
ther,  that  two  days  will  not  elapfe  before  he 
is  difcovered,  however  well  he  may  keep  him¬ 
felf  concealed.” 

“  And  who  told  you  fo  ?”  faid  the  oldefl 
blind  man. — “  My  father,”  anfwered  the  o- 
ther,  “  who  was  born  in  Egypt.  He  has 
read  no  books  ;  but  he  is  himlelf  able  to  make 
them,  for  he  has  intercourse  with  the  genies. 
The  llory  which  I  have  to  tell  you,  is  very 
long  and  complicated ;  have  the  patience 
hear  it : 

“  MarkafF,  one  of  thofe  genies  of  the  earth, 
who  guard  its  treafures,  and  whom  my  fa¬ 
ther  fees  almoll  every  day,  fell  in  love  with’ 
the  daughter  of  the  Sultan  of  Hirak,  and  pro- 
pofed  to  Ihew  himfelf  to  her  by  night,  arid  en¬ 
deavour  to  pleafe  and  marry  her.-  He  plung¬ 
ed  into  his  common  abode,  that  lie  might  'be 
prepared  to  prefent  himfelf  in  a  more  brilliant 
manner  to  the  eyes  of  the  object  whom  he 
wilhed  to  charm.  As  he  came  out  of  it, 
wrapped  up  in  a  heavy  vapour,  aud  carried 
by  a  whirlwind  of  fubterrantous  air;  a  cloud 

N  3  which 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


150 

which  defcended  upon  the  earth  from  the 
middle  region  of  the  atmofphere,  flopped  him1 
in  his  pafiage.  It  was  the  chariot  of  Tantou¬ 
ra,  the  queen  of  the  genies. 

“.She  difcovered  her  fubjedt,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  extraordinary  drefs.  *  Where  goeft 
thou,*  faid  Ihe,  ‘  loaded  with  fuch  magnifi¬ 
cence  ?  Whom  meanefl:  thou  to  enchant  ?’ 

*  Great  queen  !’  anfweved  MarkafT,  proftrat- 
ing  himfelf  to  the  earth,  *  I  am  in  love  with 
the  moll  beautiful  the  daughters  of  men, 
and  I  am  going  to  try  my  fortune.’  ‘  It  will 
be  fuch  as  you  deferve,’  replied  Tantoura ; 

*  Can  you  be  a  judge  of  that  matter,  half 
blind  as  you  are  ?  It  will  be  fome  beauty 
made  after  a  model  refembling  your  own.’ 

“  ‘  My  queen,  by  day  the  fun  dazzles  my 
fight ;  but  by  night,  and  with  the  light  of 
flambeaux,  I  fee  as  clearly  as  another,  and 
perhaps  more  fo.  I  can  allure  you,  that  the 
daughter  of  the  Sultan  of  Hirak,  with  whom 
I  am  violently  fmitten,  is  the  moll  beautiful 
princefs  on  earth.’  *  That  is  a  great  en¬ 
comium,’  replied  Tantoura ;  *  but  where 

would  you  find  expreflions  of  praife,  if  you 
had  feen  the  young  mortal  whom  I  have  juft 
now  been  vifiting  at  Damas  ?  You  would  call 
her  a  prodigy!  I  have  feen  her  fixtcen  times 
within  this  month,  and  can  never  tire  looking 
at  her.  I  have  now  left  her,  but  am  impatient 

to 
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to  get  back  to  her  :  Come  along  with  me  j 
trull  your  thick  body  to  the  light  vapouis  by 
xvliich  I  am  born  up  ;  they  have  great  elafli*. 
city,  and  will  be  able  to  fupport  you.  I  wifh 
to  bring  you  to  a  confeflion,  that  your  choice 
is  not  equal  to  mine.’  Such  was  the  will  of 
Tantoura  ;  fhe  was  queen,  and  Markaff  could 
not  difobey.  < 

“  The  chariot  of  Tantoura  arofe  and  flew 
away.  It  hovered  for  a  moment  over  Darnas-, 
and  flopped  upon  one  of  the  appendages  of 
Chebib’s  palace.  It  was  his  only  fon  who 
was  the  ob}e£t  of  the  queen’s  wifhes ;  and 
Markaff,  when  he  faw  him,  was  obliged  to 
allow  that  there  was  not  a  more  beautiful  ob- 
je&  on  earth,  but  flill  maintained  that  the 
princefs  of  Hirak  was  equally  fo. 

“  They  were  obflinate ;  the  beauties  mufl  be 
compared  ;  and  if  none  of  the  two  would  yield, 
a  third  perfon  muft  be  called  to  decide  the 
point.  The  fon  of  Chebib,  Tantoura,  and 
Markaff,  were  immediately  carried  off  in  a 
cloud,  and  foon  arrived  in  the  apartment  of 
the  princefs  of  Hirak — It  was  only  about 
midnight ;  but  all  the  officers  of  the  palace 
were  afleep,  Tantoura,  by  an  enchantment, 
increafed  their  deep,  and  thought  that  nobody 
could  refill  the  force  of-  her  charm.  But  the 
beautiful  Ziziale,  inflrucled  by  her  nurfe  in 
all  $he  fecrets  of  the  Perfian  Magi,  and  expof- 
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cd  by  her  knowledge  to  all  the  inconvenient 
ces  thereof,  never  repofed  without  having  her 
little  book  of  power  under  her  pillow.  She 
only  flept  with  one  eye  ;  and,  if  her  right 
arm  was  carelefsly  ftretched  out  of  the  bed, 
her  little  ring,  kept  by  a  ribbon,  was  tied  ta 
her  left. 

“  When  MarkafF  had  feen  her  formerly,  he 
believed  Ihe  had  not  perceived  him  ;  but  he 
was  miftaken;  and  when  he  thought  it  in  his 
power  to  gain  an  authority  over  her,  {he  had 
already  defigned  to  place  him  among  the 
number  of  her  Haves.  When  Ihe  faw  him 
enter  along  with  Tantoura,  {he  pretended  to 
be  in  a  deep  deep,  but  kept  herfelf  prepared 
for  whatever  might  happen. 

“  Young  Chebib,  whom  {he  took  at  firfi.  for 
a  celeftial  being,  was  placed  by  her  fide ;  but 
the  conversion  of  MarkafF  and  Tantoura  focn 
let  her  underhand,  that  the  beautiful  young 
man,  who  fhaied  her  bed,  was  only  brought 
thither  as  an  obje£t  of  comparifon.  She  her¬ 
felf  became  the  victim  of  a  charm  againflr 
which  the  precautions  which  ihe  had  taken 
were  of  no  avail,  to  wit,  that  of  love. 

“  In  the  mean  time,  Tantoura  and  MarkafF 
were  warmly  difputing  about  the  pre-emi¬ 
nence  of  the  object  of  then'  choice  $  they 
could  not  agree,  and  none  of  them  would 
yield  to  the  other.  At  length  Tantoura  de- 
3  termined 
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termined  to  call  a  third  perfon  to  decide  be¬ 
twixt  them  :  fhe  knocked  with  her  foot,  and 
the  genie  Karkafs  appeared. 

“  In  appearance  he  was  a  kind  of  animal,  of 
lefs  than  three  feet  in  height.  He  was  fome-* 
thing  of  the  nature  of  a  man,  for  he  had  half 
a  face,  but  the  other  half  was  entirely  de¬ 
stroyed  :  a  beard,  which  defcended  from  this 
wrinkled  profile,  trailed  upon  the  ground  :  his 
chin  leaned  upon  his  knee  :  behind,  his  whole 
body  exhibited  a  lengthened  bunch,  fupported 
by  a  foot  refembling  that  of  a  goat,  which 
went  and  came  pretty  neatly  -with  the  help  of 
two  crutches  ;  the  other  foot  was  turned  up  o- 
ver  his  Ihoulder.  I  am  able  to  defcribe  this 
genie,  beeaufe  my  father  has  fhewn  him  ter 
me  ;  he  is  as  cunning  as  he  is  ugly,  and  he 
fuggefls  expedients  to  the  other  genies  in  their 
neceflity. 

\ 

“  When  Karkafs  appeared,  Tantoura  ad- 
drefled  him  :  4  Old  monfler,*  faid  fhe  to  him, 
MarkafF  and  I  are  difputing  about  the  idol  of 
our  affections,  who  are  both  here  together* 
Upon  the  head  of  beauty,  nobody  can  be  fo  dif- 
interefted  as  you,  for  you  have  no  fort  of  pre- 
tenfion  to  it.  Look  at  thefe  two  objeCts  in 
the  bed  ;  and  without  regard  to  their  fex,  de¬ 
cide  which  of  the  two  is  fuperior  in  beau- 
ty.’ 
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u  Karkafs  hopped  towards  the  bed,  dis¬ 
playing  his  hideous  and  lean  ikeleton,  buried 
under  his  beard,  and  his  half  head  raifed'fix 
feet  high.  Bending  forwards,  he  feveral  times 
brought  his  bleared  eye  near  the  two  charm¬ 
ing  countenances  j  and  when  he  thought  him- 
felf  able  to  decide,  he  returned  to  the  middle 
of  the  apartment  to  recover  his  former  atti¬ 
tude,  and  thus  fpoke: 

“  *  Great  queen  !  and  you  Markaff  !  your 
difputes  are  vain  :  both  the  beings  whom  I 
have  now  confidered,  according  to  their  lex, 
are  abfolutely  unequalled  in  beauty :  they  are 
made  for  one  another  ;  and  as  I  have  without 
doubt  viewed  them  more  narrowly  than  you, 
I  have  obferved  the  mark  of  the  ftar  by 
which  they  are  infallibly  to  be  united.  1  know 
not  what  your  views  might  be,  but  I  know 
that  nothing  can  be  gained  by  oppofing  their 
deltiny  ;  for,  according  to  the  common  pro¬ 
verb,  Where  fate  has  determined ,  for  eery  is  of 
no  avail.  Do  things  wTith  a  good  grace  ;  give 
up  your  pretenfions  whatever  they  are,  and  an¬ 
ticipate  that  deftiny  which  you  cannot  alter, 
by  inftantly  uniting  thefe  objects  of  your  af¬ 
fection.’ 

“  Tantoura  went  up  firft  to  the  young  Che- 
bib,  and  then  to  Ziziale.  She  obferved  the 
infallible  fign  of  which  Karkafs  had  taken  no¬ 
tice,  and  immediately  took  her  refolution.  She 

had 
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had  on  her  finger  two  fuperb  rings,  the  molt 
beautiful  of  which  fhe  put  on  the  finger  of  the 
young  Chebib,  and  the  other  on  that  of  the 
princefs  of  Hink  :  She  took  their  right  hands, 
joined  them,  and  kiffed  them  both.  Mar- 
kaff  and  Karkafs  wiflied  very  much  to  do 
the  fame  ;  but  refpecl  for  their  queen  reftrain- 
ed  them. 

“  The  young  pair  were  no  fooner  united  than 
feparated  ;  for  Tantoura  having  difmilTed  the 
two  genies,  carried  off  her  charming  care,  and 
took  him  back  to  Damas. 

“  The  beautiful  Ziziale,  while  fhe  appeared 
to  be  in  a  profound  fleep,  had  heard  every 
thing  which  had  been  fnid,  and  had  ta¬ 
ken  advantage  of  what  had  happened.  She 
faw  herfelf  deftined  for  the  lovelieft  of  men, 
and  kwas  already  allured  that  flie  was  by  no 
means  indifferent  to  him.  She  knew* neither 
his  name  nor  rank  j  but  it  was  in  her  power 
to  difcover  both.  Her  foul  was  full  of  the 
foftnefs  which  growing  love  infpires ;  and 
fcarcely  had  Tantoura  withdrawn,  before  Ihe 
fell  afleep,  amid  thofe  plealing  dreams  which 
hope  never  fails  to  produce. 

**  Her  waking  was  not  fo  agreeable.  An  am- 
baffador  from  the  Sultan  of  Curdiftan  had  arri¬ 
ved  at  Hirak,  to  alk  the  princefs  in  marriage 
for  the  heir  of  that  crown.  This  union  was 
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©n  many  accounts  highly  defirable  to  the  Sul¬ 
tan  of  Hirak;  and  he  expected  not  the  fmallefl 
oppofition  from  his  daughter.  Great  was  his 
furprife  when  fhe  told  him  (he  could  difpofe 
neither  of  her  hand  nor  her  heart;  and  thr.t 
fhe  would  die  rather  than  marry  the  prince  of 
Curdiftan. 

44  Upon  this  extraordinary  declaration,  the 
Sultan,  who  could  not  fufpefl  that  the  pxia- 
cefs  was  ignorant  of  its  force,  was  about  to 
get  into  a  violent  paffion  ;  but  he  thought  it 
better  to  reftrain  himfelf.  *  Princefs,’  faicl 
he  to  her,  4  you  do  not  furely  pretend,  that 
my  daughter  and  the  heirefs  of  my  crown  has 
the  abfolute  difpofal  of  herfelf:  Yopr  equi¬ 
page  is  to  be  got  ready,  and  you  are  to  fet  out 
with  the  ambaflador,  who  has  come  to  demand 
you.’ 

44  This  anfwer  threw  Ziziale  into  conflerna- 
tion.  Soon  after,  her  mother  entered  her  a- 
partment,  and  found  her  bathed  in  tears. 

4  What !  my  daughter,’  faid  fhe  to  her, 

4  would  you  have  us  refufe  a  young  and 
handfome  prince,  who  brings  you  a  crown,  to 
be  united  with  that  which  ypu  will  one  day 
inherit  ?  Why  do  you  refufe  him  your  hand? 
What  obftinacy  is  this  ?’ 

44  If  Ziziale  had  known  the  name  of  her  lo¬ 
ver,  fo  much  was  fhe  fmitten  with  him,  that 
fhe  would  ingenuoufly  have  replied,  4  Eecaufe 
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I  -love  young  Chebib  but,  though  fhe  per- 
lifted  in  her  refufal,  ftie  was  forced  to  be 
lilent  concerning  the  motive  thereof. 

“  *  Whether  it  is  agreeable  or  not,’  added 
the  mother,  *  as  the  matter  is  determined  up¬ 
on,  and  you  mufl  depart  in  three  days,  con¬ 
ceal  from  your  hufband’s  ambaffador,  your  un¬ 
favourable  difpofition  of  mind.  This  is  incom- 
prehenfible  in  you  who  have  never  given  caufe 
but  of  fatisfaftion,’ 

“  After  her  mother’s  departure,  Ziziale  re¬ 
mained  in  a  ftate  of  great  diftrefs.  She  muft 
difoblige  her  parents,  to  whom  ftie  bore  the 
greateft  affe&ion  :  fate  and  love  prefcribed  to 
her  a  law.  She  was  not  able  fully  to  explain 
her  motives  :  the  preparations  and  nearnefs  of 
her  departure,  gave  her  difquiet  only  in  as 
far  as  they  would  oblige  her  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  fupernatural  means,  to  feparate  her- 
felf  from  a  family  which  ftie  was  about  to 
plunge  into  diftrefs.  And  where  could  ftie 
go  to  be  united  with  the  obje&  of  her  affec¬ 
tions  ? 

**  While  ftie  was  abforbed  in  thefe  mournful 
ideas-,  Markaff,  who  had  not  fo  completely  re¬ 
nounced  his  pretenfions  to  her,  as  Tantoura 
had  done  with  regard  to  Chebib,  imperti¬ 
nently  intruded  himfelf.  At  any  other  time, 
his  appearance  would  have  been  difagreeable  ; 
*  What  want  you  ?*  faid  llie,  4  and  who 
Vol,  I,  Q  -  ate 
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are  you  ?’  ‘  I  am,’  anfwered  Markaff,  *  the 

genie  who  laft  night  contributed  to  your 
union  with  a  charming  young  man,  of  whofe 
ring  you  are  pofftffed ;  I  know  what  is  going 
on  around  you ;  I  love  you,  and  have  come  to 
•your  afliflanceJ’ 

“  ‘  He  who  loves,  will  obey  me,*  anfwered 
Ziziald ;  *  go  into  that  circle.’  She  marked 
.out  one ;  and  the  enamoured  Markaff,  enter¬ 
ed  it.  The  young  magician,  who  was  wifer 
than  he  imagined,  fo  completely  fubje&ed 
him  to  her  power,  that  he  became  the  moll  de¬ 
voted  of  her  Haves.  When  Markaff  was 
brought  fo  far  as  to  be  able  t©  refufe  nothing, 
the  princefs  faid  to  him,  ‘  Since  you  know 
my  lover,  carry  me  immediately  to  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  city  where  he  dwells.’  The 
heavy  Markaff  became  fwife  as  an  eagle  to 
obey  the  perfon  whom  he  loved  ;  Ihe  appeared 
lighter  than  a  butterfly. 

“  He  fet  her  down  at  the  approach  of  night, 
in  one  of  thofe  gardens  which  are  at  the  en¬ 
hance  to  the  fuburbs  of  Damas.  She  pre- 
ferved  her  features,  but  had  difguifed  her  fex, 
and  darkened  the  colour  of  her  Ikin.  With  a 
bow  and  arrows  on  her  back,  Hie  prefented  her- 
lelf  at  the  door  of  a  houfe,  as  a  youug  Arab 
of  the  defert,  who  came  to  afk  entertainment 
till  the  gates  of  the  city  fltould  be  opened. 

*  She 
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M  She  was  kindly  received  ;  and  after  being 
offered  whatever  refrefhments  could  be  met 
•with  among  people  who  were  more  honeft 
than  rich,  {he  was  {hewn  into  a  place  where 
flie  might  repofe  during  the  night.  The  only 
inhabitants  of  this  little  dwelling,  were,  a  manf 
his  wife,  and  their  daughter,  a  young  girl  of 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  extremely  beauti¬ 
ful,  whom  they  had  carefully  concealed  from 
the  eyes  of  their  new  gueft^ 

“  Ziziale  paffed  the  night  quietly ;  for  vexa¬ 
tion  bad  deprived  her  of  deep  the  preceding 
night.  She  would  not  have  foon  awaked ;  but  a 
great  noife  was  made  at  the  door  of  the  place 
where  (he  flept-  It  was  opened ;  and  fhe  was 
awaked  by  thefe  words,  there  is  the  ra¬ 
vi/her.  A  woman  with  difhevelled  hair 
pointed  her  out  with  her  finger  as  fhe  pro¬ 
nounced  them  ;  and  the  officers  of  police 
at  Damas  feifed  her  before  fhe  had  time  to 
xife. 

M  She  was  carried  before  the  cadi,  and  there 
informed  of  the  unpardonable  crime  which 
fhe  had  committed,  in  brutally  attempting  the 
honour  of  a  virgin,  whofe  father  and  mother 
had  received  her  with  fo  much  humanity. 

“  The  fuppofed  criminal  could  eafily  with 
one  word  have  proved  her  innocence  ;  but  ihe 
rauft  have  dilclofed  a  fecret  which  Ihe  wifhed 
to  conceal:  and  Ihe  cxpe£ted  to  be  able,  with- 
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'  out  expofing  herfelf,  to' get  rid  of  the  affair*, 
by  means  of  her  book,  her  little  ring,x  and 
the  afiiftance  of  MarkafF.  The  crime  of 
which  (he  was  accufed,made  her  hold  down  her 
head,  and  be  blent.  But  her  filence  being  con- 
iidered  as  a  confeffion  of  guilt,  fhe  was  ordered 
to  be  put  in  prifon  till  her  fentence  was  made 
,  out ;  and  fhe  was  conduced  thither  without 
making  the  fmalleft  refiftance  or  complaint. 

“  As  foon  as  the  jailer  had  (hut  her  up,  (he 
called  upon  MarkafF:  Her  faithful  (lave  ap¬ 
peared,  and  (he  bade  him  get  her  out  of  this 
place.  v 

“  *  That  is  not  (o  eafy  a  matter,*  anfwered 
MarkafF :  14  both  your  ring  and  mine  are  ufe- 
lefs  in  your  prefent  fituation  ;  but  there  are 
other  means.  I  know- the  crime  which  is  im*> 
puted  to  you.;  and  a  fpirit  of  the  air  has  in¬ 
formed  me  of  the  guilty  perfon.  He  got  by 
night  into  the  houfe,  with  which  he  was  much 
better  acquainted  than  you,  by  the  help  of  a 
ladder,  which  he  likewife  made  ufe  of  to  e- 
fcape.  Having  met  with  refiftance,  and  got 
liis  nofe  fcratched,  and  his  face  bruifed,  he  did 
not  carry  away  the  ladder.  I  am  going  in  pur- 
fuit  of  him,  and  will  eafily  be  able,  if  you  are 
led  to  punifhment,  to  caufe  him  take  your 
place.  But  not  a  moment  can  be  loft  ;  and  I  am 
going  to  add  to  the  remorfe  which  he  mull  al¬ 
ready  fceL* 
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“  MarkafF  went  away.  Ziziale  was  quiet,  and 
occupied  entirely  with  her  love,  when,  in 
a  moment  after,  Hie  faw  her  {lave  return. 

“  ‘  I  have  juft  now,*  faid  he,  *  met  our 
4}ueen  Tantoura.  The  face  of  affairs  is  chan, 
ged  ;  for,  by  what  I  have  learned  from  her, 
you  are  brought  here  by  the  fates.  You  mull 
allow  yourfelf  to  be  conducted  to  the  foot  of 
the  fcaffold ;  fhe  will  follow  you,  without  be¬ 
ing  perceived,  and  inform  you  what  you  are 

to  do.  At  this  moment,  we  are  all  three  con- 

*  * 

trouled  by  a  fuperior  power  j  but  you  mult 
not  defpair. 

“  The  princefs  of  Hirak,  naturally  difpofed 
to  confidence,  and  encouraged  by  the  protection 
of  the  queen  of  the  genies,  to  whom  fhe  was 
indebted  for  the  firft  inftance  of  her  good 
fortune,  patiently  refigned  herfelf  to  the 
wiQies  of  MarkafF,  and  yielded  wholly  to  the 
deftiny  by  which  fhe  appeared  to  be  guid¬ 
ed  ” 

Here  the  youngeft  of  the  blind  men  con¬ 
cluded  his  relation.  M  To-morrow,”  faid  hcr 
addrefling  himfelf  to  the  old  man,  we  fliall 
know  how  this  affair  is  to  terminate  ;  and,  if 
my  father  is  not  deceived  by  MarkafF,  we  may 
expeCt  fome  wonder.”  Upon  this,  the  two 
blind  people  feparated. 

Though  the  converfation  had  been  long,  not 
a  Angle  word  of  it  efcaped  Giafar.  It  did  not 
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particularly  refpeCl  himfelf;but  it  was  too  in-, 
tcrefling  to  his  friend  Chebib,  to  be  indiffe¬ 
rent  to  him.  Ziziale,  the  victim  of  love  and 
fate,  expofed  to  danger,  though  perfectly  in¬ 
nocent,  awaked  in  him  the  feelings  of  juflice 
and  benevolence ;  and  the  wonder  predicted  with 
fo  much  exa&nefs  to  happen  to  morrow,  in¬ 
flamed  his  curiofity.  He  determined  therefore 
to  go,  difgnifed  in  the-befl  manner  poflible,  to 
the  place  where  the  young  lover  of  his  land* 
lord’s  fon  was  to  be  carried  to  punifhment. 

When  he  returned  to  the  houfe  of  his  friend 
Chebib.  he  told  him  none  of  the  difcoveries 
|ie  had  made  during  the  day.  Hitherto  his 
Jioft  had  concealed  from  him,  that  he  had  a 
fon  of  great  expectation.  He  kept  the  fecrefc 
which  had  been  communicated-  to  him,  wait¬ 
ing  forthofe  extraordinary  events  which  would 
neceffarily  caufe  it  be  entrufled  to  him. 

The  two  friends  fpent  this  evening  as  agree¬ 
ably  as  the  former.  Giafar  appeared  moffe 
cheerful  and  moft  at  his  eafe.  The  attention 
o.f  Chebib  frequently  wandered:  the  amorous- 
Vifier,  whofe  paffion  for  the  ravifhing  beauty; 
of  the  garden,  who  had  made  a  conqueft  of 
him,  naturally  led  him  to  be  uneafy,  immedi-. 
ately  fufpeCted  that  the  treaty  which  was  be¬ 
gun  in  his  favour,  had  met  with  fome  oppo-. 
frtion,  and  expreffed  his  fears  to  his  friend, 
who  thus  encouraged  him. 

"  No,  , 
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u  No,  my  dear  friend,”  faid  Chebib-; 

**  whatever  procures  happinefs  to  you,  can 
meet  with  no  oppofition  :■  the  occafion  of  my 
uneafinefs  is  entirely  confined  to  myfelf.  For¬ 
tune,  you  know  from  your  own  experience, 
fpares  no  pAfon  here  :  Since  Giafar  is  its 
fport,  fhould  Chebib  be  alarmed  when  he  fees 
himfelf  fubje&ed  to  its  caprice  ?  I  am  expof- 
ed  to  a  very  extraordinary  trial  in  my  own  fa¬ 
mily;  but  it  is  ufelefs  to  fpeak  of  it  to  you 
now,  for  to-morrow  it  may  have  entirely  dif*- 
appeared.  Let  us  be  calm,  my  friend ;  here 
we  are  like  pieces  at  the  game  of  Chefs, 
which  are  played  by  the  hand  of  another  ;  we 
ought  to  do  allthe  good  in  our  power,  and  wait 
till  he  who  condu&s  the  game  (ball  have  put 
us  in  our  proper  place.”  Upon  this  difcourfc, 
the  countenance  of  Chebib  refumed  its  fereni- 
ty,  and  the  two  friends  went  to  take  repofe. 

As  foon  as  it  was  day,  Giafar  prepared  to 
go  in  fearch  of  the  adventure  about  which  his 
curiofity  had  been  fo  ftrongly  excited  by  the 
blind  men.  He  difguifed  himfelf,  fo  as  net 
to  be  known  by  his  mod  intimate  friends,  and 
went  to  find  out  where  the  execution  was  to 
take  place,  that  he  might  choofe  the  mod 
proper  dation  for  obferving  what  fliould  hap¬ 
pen. 

He  entered  into  the  neared  cook’s  drop, 
cat  moderately,,  from  thence  went  to  place 

himfelf 
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himfelf  on  a  tree  not  far  from  the  poft  to 
which  the  criminal  was  to  be  tied,  and  afeend- 
«d  it. 

He  was  now  in  the  moft  agreeable  iituation 
poffible  for  a  man  full  of  curiofity  :  nothing 
could  efcape  his  obfervation.  In  a  ftiort  time, 
three  beggars  came  and  placed  themfelves  under 
other  branches  of  the  fame  tree.  He  was  fe- 
cretly  rejoiced  at  the  ftrange  company  with 
which  he  was  accidentally  alTociated  j  and, 
thinking  upon  his  amour,  “  If,  in  my  prefent 
fituation,”  laid  he,  “  Chebib  and  my  beauti¬ 
ful  gardener  were  within  reach,  and  he  ffiould 
tell  her,  that  her  lover  was  one  of  the  four 
perfons  on  this  tree,  it  would  not  be  very  flat¬ 
tering  to  her.  But  then,  I  was  never  more 
completely  difguifed  in  my  life  than  I  am  at 
this  moment.” 

While  the  Vifier  was  making  thefe  reflec¬ 
tions,  the  fuppofed  criminal,  furrounded  with 
all  the  officers  of  juftice,  flowly  drew  near  to 
the  place  of  puniffiment.  When  he  was  at 
the  foot  of  the  fcaffold,  he  railed  his  hands  to 
heaven,  and  turned  his  face  towards  the  tree 
on  which  Giafar  was  placed,  “  O  Giafar  !” 
cried  he,  “  prince  of  the  Barmecides  !  whofe 
power,  next  to  the  Caliph's,  is  above  every 
power  on  earth  !  I  know  that  you  are  here,  and 
now  behold  me.  Since  you  have  been  inform¬ 
ed  that  I  am  innocent,  preferve  me  from  a 
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premature  death  and  a  difgracefiil  punifb*. 
ment.  You  in  vain  attempt  to  conceal  your- 
felf  at  Damas:  You  will  foon  be  difeovered ; 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  making  yourfek' 
known  by  a  beneficent  action,  worthy  ofyrour 
character.” 

The  eyes  of  all  were  turned  towards  the 
tree  ;  but  Giafar’s  three  companions,  being 
known  to  be  beggars,  he  was  taken  for  an¬ 
other  of  the  fame  profeffion. 

The  addrefs,  however,  which  was  thus  fea- 
fonably  made  to  his  name,  made  the  judge 
fufpend  the  execution.  They  knew  that  Ab- 
delmelek-ben-Merouan,  king  of  Damas,  was 
uneafy  at  the  arrival  of  the  Grand  Vifier  in¬ 
to  his  dominions,  as  well  as  his  obilinately 
concealing  himfelf,  and  had  caufed  fearch,to 
be  every  where  made  for  him*  As  they  flip- 
pofed,  therefore,  that  the  young  criminal 
might  be  able  to  give  fome  information  con¬ 
cerning  him,  he  was  inflantly  carried  before 
the  king. 

n  Who  told  you,”  faid  the  monarch  to  him, 
“  that  the  prince  Giafar  was  at  Damas  ?” 
M  I  faw  him,  and  fpoke  to  him,”  anfvvered 
the  perfon  who  was  taken  for  a  criminal; 
u  he  was  on  a  tree  oppofite  to  me  in  the  midll 
of  three  beggars  :  as  1  know  him  perfeflly, 
if  your  Majeity  will  proclaim  a  public  fellival 
three  days  hence,  he  will  be  there,  and  I  will 

difeovee 
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difcover  him*  in  whatever  manner  he  is  dif- 
guifed.”  The  king  of  Damas  fent  back  Zi-- 
ziale  to  prifon,  and  immediately  ordered  the 
feftival  to  be  proclaimed  by  the  public  crier. 

Sire,  faid  Scheherazade,  interrupting, 
her  narration  for  a  little,  and  addreffing  her 
difcourfe  to  Schahriar,  it  may  appear  extraor¬ 
dinary,  that  the  vifier  was  never  fufpe£ted  to 
be  the  gueft  of  Chebib,  who  received  into  his 
houfe  all  the  ftrangers  of  diflincfion  who  came 
to  Damas.  But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  the 
chief  people  of  the  ftate  had  feen  the  reception 
which  he  had  met  with  at  Chebib’s  country-' 
houfe,  and  perceived  the  honours  which  were 
there  conferred  on  him.  It  is  not  common 
to  treat  in  fucli  a  manner  thofe  who  wifh  their 
rank  to  be  concealed. 

The  magnificent  and  generous  Chebib  re* 
fpe&ed  virtue  more  than  greatnefs  5  he  honour¬ 
ed  a  fultan,  but  he  doubly  honoured  a  fage* 
Giafar  was  lodged  in  his  own  apartment,  and, 
he  p'dTed  for  a  learned  aftrologer,  with  whom 
he  fpent  the  night  in  iiudying  the  conjunftion 
of  the  planets. 

It  is  now  time  to  return  to  Giafar,  whom 
we  left  on  the  tree.  When  he  faw  Ziziale 
addrefs  him,  he  was  exceedingly  embarrafled  j. 
but  though  the  eyes  of  all  were  turned  towards 
him,  he  perceived  no  advance  made  to  the 
place  where  he  was.  He  only  faw  the  execu* 
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tion  of  the  fentence  fufpended  in  his  name, 
which  had  been  fo  happily  employed  by  the 
criminal,  and  marked  the  road  by  which  he 
was  led  away. 

It  was  the  road  to  the  king’s  palace.  He 
might  well  fuppofe,  that  Ziziale,  inftrufted 
by  the  queen  of  the  genies,  would  allure  the 
king  of  Damas,  that  Ihe  had  actually  addrefs- 
ed  the  vilier  himfelf,  who  was  placed  on  a 
tree  over  againll  the  fcaffold.  He  mull  not 
hefitate  a  fingle  moment  to  leave  a  place  where 
he  had  been  difcovered,  and  haltened  through 
the  moll  private  llreets  to  the  palace  of  Che- 
bib. 

When  he  got  back  to  his  landlord,  he  re¬ 
lated  to  him  his  adventure,  without  letting 
him  underhand  that  he  knew  the  young  cri¬ 
minal  who  had  brought  him  into  fo  great 
embaralTment.  He  concluded  with  faying, 
that,  with  regret,  he  faw  it  impoflible  for  him 
to  continue  longer  concealed. 

“  My  friend,”  replied  Chebib,  **  you  mull 
-conlider  it  as  a  very  great  wonder,  that  you 
have  been  fo  for  two  months.  Are  you  not 
furprifed,  that  the  allonilhment  which  your 
abfence  mult  have  excited  at  Bagdad,  has  not 
reached  this  place  ?  that  Abdelmelek,  the 
rooft  reltlefs  and  fufpicious  man  upon  earth, 
has  not  found  you  out  by  means  of  his  fpies  ; 
.he  who  has  fo  many  of  them  at  Daraas,  and 

to 
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to  whom  your  affe&ing  to  conceal  yourfelf, 
gives  the  greateft  uneafinefs, 

“  Let  us  aHow  that  it  is  the  fates  which  hide 

*  , 

you  from  the  king,  for  purpofes  unknown  to  us, 
and  let  us  wait  with  patience,  till  he  who  holds 
the  veil  over  us  ,  takes  care  to  rail'e  it  up.  If 
any  man  is  happy,  it  mull  be  he  who  fubmits 
to  his  deltiny,  and  waits  for  it  without  dif- 
truft-i  You  have  no  caufe  to  repent  of  in¬ 
dulging  your  curiofity  •:  yield  to  the  fame  in¬ 
clination  which  leads  you  to  fee  and  hear 
every  thing  in  this  place.  You  will  perhaps 
acquire  from  it  information  highly  ufeful 
both  to  you  and  the  Caliph,  which  I  am  to¬ 
tally  unable  to  give  you ;  and  if  the  mafk 
which  hides  you  fhould  fuddenly  fall  off,  you 
will  then  reap  that  advantage,  which  the  con- 
fideration  and  refpedl  that  will  furround  you, 
mufl  unavoidably  fuggeft.,, 

“  My  lot  is  very  extraordinary,”  faid  Gia- 
far.”  “  Not  more  fo  than  that  of  other  men,” 
replied  Chebib  :  “  There  is  always  fome  ma¬ 
lignity  attached  to  our  fate  here  below.  I 
mull  appear  to  you  very  happy  ;  and  indeed  I 
efleem  myfelf  fo,  in  having  at  my  houfe  a 
friend  like  you,  and  in  being  the  inftrument 
marked  out  by  heaven,  for  fweetening  what 
is  bitter  in  the  fliort  trial  to  which  you  are 
expofed.  But  think  you  that  I  have  no  fuf- 
ferings  of  my  own  ?  I  have  an  only  fon,  about 
i  the 
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age  of  fixteen,  who  is  as  dear  to  me  as  a  fon  can 
or  ought  to  be  to  a  father.  Hitherto,  I 
thought  I  could  only  congratulate  myfelf  on 
my  good  fortune  in  having  fuch  an  heir.  I 
keep  him  in  the  country,  at  a  diftance  from 
his  mother,  and  my  other  women,  who  are 
too  fond  of  him.  There  he  has  it  more  in  his 
power  to  dedicate  himfelf  to  fludy,  under  the 
care  of  a  wife  governor.  I  expelled  to  fur- 
prife  you  by  prefenting  him  to  you  before 
your  departure,  and  befeeching  you  to  carry 
him,  who  was  dearer  to  me  than  myfelf,  a- 
long  with  you  :  but  a  fmall  precaution  was 
firft  to  be  taken. 

“  I  have  an  intimate  friend,  who  has  a 
charming  daughter ;  and  we  agreed  that  fhe 
Ihould  be  married  by  the  Cadi  to  my  fon,  a  • 
fhort  time  before  his  departure.  He  would 
have  fpent  two  or  three  years  with  you,  and 
would  then  have  returned  from  Bagdad,  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  name  of  a  man.  I  thought  it  ne- 
cefTary  to  prepare  him  for  the  union  which 
was  projected  by  my  friend  and  me  ;  but, 
my  dear  prince,  imagine  my  diftrefs,  when 
my  fon  told  me  that  he  could  not  take 
any  woman,  for  he  was  already  married,  had 
flept  with  his  wife,  who  was  beautiful  beyond 
expreflion,  and  would  never  have  any  other. 

“  I  have  great  confidence  in  his  governor, 
who  is  a  real  fage.  I  fufpe&ed  fome  treacli- 
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er y  on  the  part  of  the  eunuchs  ;  but  I 
am  now  certain  that  no  woman  has  been  allow¬ 
ed  to  approach  my  fon.  He  Ihewed  a  ring 
which  was  given  him,  and  which  feemed  ve¬ 
ry  valuable  j  they  wifhcd  to  bring  it  to  me, 
but  he  has  concealed  it.  His  mother  has 
made  many  fruitlefs  attempts  to  draw  from 
him  an  account  of  an  extravagant  dream 
which  he  had.  In  fhort,  he  has  fallen  ill ;  and 
you  behold  me  in  great  diftrefs.” 

Giafar,  who  was  not  yet  cured  of  love 
himfelf,  felt  for  the  fituation  of  the  young 
Hazad,  and  the  vexation  of  his  father  Che- 
bib.  He  could  eafily  have  explained  matters  ; 
but  did  not  think  it  proper  to  do  fo.  He  had 
no  farther  knowledge  of  the  princefs  of  Hirak, 
than  what  he  had  received  from  thefloryof  the 
blind  man,  and  wilhed  to  keep  it  fecret  both 
from  the  father  and  the  young  man,  until  he 
fhould  fee  the  {lory  of  the  princefs  brought 
to  a  conclulion,  and  difcover  whether  the 
marriage  made  by  the  genies  was  an  illufion, 
or  really  a  decree  of  the  fates.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  prevailed  on  the  father  to  carry  him 
immediately  to  his  beloved  fon,  who  was 
fick. 

“  Who  knows,  my  dear  friend,”  faid  he  to 
him,  **  but  the  cure  of  your  fon  is  one  of 
thofe  objects  for  which  I  have  been  fent  hi¬ 
ther  as  a  blind  man,  to  be  inftru&ed  in  it  by 
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blind  men  ?  I  can  explain  myfelf  no  farther 
at  prefent.  But  one  day,  when  wTe  ftiall  be 
inftru&ed  by  the  event,  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
demonftrate  to  you,  that  thofe  over  whom 
Heaven  particularly  watches,  and  who  ferve 
as  links  to  the  deftinies  of  others,  are  men 
chofen  above  all  others.  We  have  examples 
in  Mahomet  and  our  prophets.  Your  fon’s 
ftar  undoubtedly  calls  him  to  fome  remarkable, 
work  neceflary  to  the  general  good ;  and  per¬ 
haps  I  am  fent  by  mine,  for  his  prefervation 
or  affiftance.” 

Chebib  perceived  the  wifdom  of  Gia- 
far’s  reafoning ;  and  next  day  they  both  fet 
out  for  the  country-houfe,  whither  the  young 
man  had  been  carried  for  his  more  fpeedy  re¬ 
covery. 

They  found  him  walking  with  his  go¬ 
vernor,  but  very  weak  ;  the  carefies  of  his 
father  appeared  to  give  him  more  ftrength 
and  courage.  He  faluted  Giafar,  the  intimate 
friend  of  his  father,  whom  his  mother  and  go¬ 
vernor  had  mentioned  to  him,  with  the  great- 
eft  grace.  Chebib  having  taken  the  governor 
afide,  left  Hazad  alone  with  the  Vifier. 

When  the  prince  of  the  Barmecides  faw 
himfelf  alone  with  the  young  fcholar,  hefpoke 
to  him,  in  the  fofteft  and  moft  affe&ionate 
tone  of  regard,  concerning  that  melancholy 
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with  which  he  appeared  to  be  affe£ted,  and 
urged  him  to  explain  the  reafon  of  it : 

44  Alas  !  Sir,”  replied  Hazad,  “  I  wifh  I 
could  conceal  from  myfelf  a  paflion  which  fo 
much  didreffes  my  father  ;  but  it  allows  me 
no  refpite.  I  am  married,  and  fo  violently 
in  love  with  my  wife,  that  I  cannot  enjoy  the 
fmalled  repofe.” 

44  But  was  it  in  your  father’s  palace,”  faid 
Giafar,  44  that  you  faw  her  ?  I  have  been 
allured  that  you  was  never  out  of  it.  Know 
you  who  flie  is  ?” 

44  I  know  nothing  about  her,”  replied  Ha¬ 
zad  j  44  but  her  beauty  outfhines  that  of  the 
faired  flower  in  my  father’s  garden.  1  know 
not  where  I  was  ;  but  the  place  appeared  to 
me  mod  brilliant.  Suddenly  I  found  myfelf, 
as  it  were,  afleep  by  her  fide ;  die  then  ten¬ 
derly  fqueezed  my  hand  feveral  times.  This 
had  almod  awaked  me :  I  felt  as  it  were  a  fire 
run  through  my  whole  body:  I  foftly fqueez¬ 
ed  her  hand  in  return,  without  knowing  what 
I  did. 

44  There  were  people  in  her  apartment ; 
but  I  faw  her  alone.  They  faid  we  were 
married,  which  greatly  rejoiced  me ;  and  they 
gave  each  of  us  a  ring.  Mine  is  dill  in  my 
podeflion  j  and  it  is  dearer  to  me  than  life. 

44  See,  Sir,  how  unfortunate  I  am  ;  I  can¬ 
not  obey  my  father,  for  I  have  been  unit¬ 
ed 
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ed  to  the  moll  charming  object  on  earth, 
though  immediately  feparated  from  her.  They 
wifh  me  to  marry  another;  but  it  is  impofli- 
ble. 

“  If  they  forbore  fpeaking  to  me  of  this  wife, 
I  might  at  lead  confole  myfelf  with  the  hope 
of  one  day  feeing  my  own  again  ;  for  why 
may  1  notfeeher  again,  by  the  fame  means  I  have 
already  feenher?  Her  fufferings  muft  be  equal 
to  mine,  in  feeing  herfelf  feparated  from  me  ; 
for  (lie  fqueezed  my  hand  very  affectionately, 
and  mofl  certainly  fhe  is  deeply  enamoured 
of  me.” 

Giafar  was  much  affe&ed  by  this  confiden¬ 
tial  detail :  “  Dear  young  man,”  faid  he,. 

“  if  you  will  entrufl  me  with  your  ring  for  a 
moment,  I  will  (hew  it  to  your  father ;  and  I 
promife  to  you,  on  the  faith  of  a  MufTulman,. 
to  reftore  it  immediately.  I  expect  to  obtain 
from  him  the  total  fufpenfion  of  die  marriage 
which  has  been  propofed  to  you  :  but,  if  this 
favour  is  granted  me,  you  mult  fhew  fome 
complaifance  to  your  father  and  me.  At  pre- 
fcnt  you  take  no  nouriihment  ;  but  1  am  go¬ 
ing  to  caufe  fome  be  brought  you,  and  you 
muft  eat  in  order  to  recover  fufficient  flrength 
to  get  on  horfeback,  and  accompany  us  to 
Damas ;  for  your  ficknefs  is  owing  to  faint- 
nefs  and  want  of  flrength.” 
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In  this  expectation,  Hazad  entrufled  him 
with  his  ring,  and  promifed  to  do  what  was 
required  of  him.  Giafar  went  up  to  Chebib, 
and  (hewed  him  the  jewel  which  had  been 
committed  to  his  care.  It  was  a  balafs  ruby 
of  immenfe  value,  on  account  of  its  fize  and 
brightnefs. 

The  governor  went  to  find  his  pupil,  with 
orders  to  caufe  dinner  be  ferved  up  to  him, 
Chebib  was  convinced,  that  human  plans 
rouft  yield  to  thofe  which  appeared  whol¬ 
ly  to  be  conducted  by  the  fates.  He  renoun¬ 
ced,  therefore,  the  fchemes  which  he  had 
formed  for  the  eftablifhment  of  his  fon,  and 
waited  till  the  myftery  of  the  ring  fhould  be 
unfolded. 

The  young  Chebib  remained  very  anxi¬ 
ous  about  the  fuccefs  of  his  new  friend’s  ne- 
gociation  ;  but  his  father  accofted  him  with 
io  kind  and  fo  frank  an  air,  that  he  immedi¬ 
ately  recovered  his  fpirits.  Giafar  put  the 
ring  again  on  his  finger ;  they  fat  down  to 
table,  and  the  young  man,  being  freed  from 
a  part  of  his  vexation,  recovered  his  appe- 
•  tite. 

The  friends  pafied  the  remainder  of  the  day 
and  night  in  Chebib’s  houfe ;  and  next  day, 
as  they  entered  Damas,  they  heard  the  public 
crier  proclaiming,  in  the  different  quarters  of 
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the  city,  a  magnificent  feftival,  to  which  Ab- 
delmelek  invited  all  the  grandees  of  the  realm, 
the  citizens,  and  the  Grangers,  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day. 

“  I  will  accompany  your  fon  and  you  to 
this  feaft,”  faid  Giafar :  “  Strangers  are  invit¬ 
ed  thither,  and  the  people  will  fay  that  you 
have  brought  along  with  you  your  aftrologi- 
an.  This  will  be  more  natural  than  if  you 
ihould  appear  there  without  me ;  but  I  will 
take  my  turban  and  Indian  robe,  the  better 
to  reprefent  the  character  I  am  to  aft.” 
This  plan  being  adopted,  the  two  friends  pre¬ 
pared  for  executing  the  refolution  which  they 
had  formed. 

We  have  too  important  details  to  profe- 
cute,  to  give  a  particular  account  of  the  mag¬ 
nificent  feaft  which  was  given  by  Abdelme- 
lek  to  the  public.  This  fove*eign,  though  a- 
varicious  in  his  charafter,  wiflied  to  appear 
generous,  and  upon  occafions  of  great  prepa¬ 
ration,  difplayed  the  utmoft  profufion  :  but  he 
knew  how  to  take  back  from  the  people  what 
had  been  facrificed  to  oftentation.  There  were 
three  hundred  tables,  covered  with  every  difh 
which  could  be  thought  of,  in  the  outer 
courts,  fquares,  and  avenues  of  his  palace. 
Two  thoufand  Haves  were  employed  in  ferv- 
ing  them,  to  the  found  of  all  kinds  of  mufi- 
cal  inftruments.  Each  of  the  tables  were 
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placed  under  a  feparate  tent.  In  fhorr,  it  re- 
fembled  a  camp  in  the  middle  of  a  city.  * 

Abdelmclek  congratulated  himfeif  on  ex¬ 
hibiting  to  Giafar  fo  magnificent  a  fpectacle, 
and  fhewing  him  how  far  he  could  furpafs  the 
boafted  gcnerofity  of  Chebib.  At  the  fame 
time,  his  attention  was  engaged  with  the 
means  by  which  the  young  fuppofed  criminal 
would  difcover  to  him  the  Grand  Vifier  in 
the  midft  of  fuch  a  crowd. 

“  Sire,”  faid  Ziziale  to  him,  “he  is  at  the 
feall  under  one  of  the  tents.”  At  the  fame 
time  {lie  {hewed  him,  in  the  air,  a  very  large 
white  butterfly:  “  Follow  it  with  your  eye, 
Sire,  and  go  into  the  tent  on  which  it  alights 
it  will  follow  you,  and  fettle  on  the  turban  of 
the  Grand  Vifier.” 

The  king  obeyed  Ziziale’s  directions,  and 
faluted  Giafar,  who  was  featsd  at  one  of  the 
firft  tables  between  Chebib  and  his  fon.  The 
Vifier,  as  foon  as  he  was  difeovered,  threw 
ofThis difguife,  and  received  the  eager  embra¬ 
ces  of  the  king  of  Damas,  with  that  refpect 
which  was  due  to  the  fovereign  in  vvlicfe  do¬ 
minions  he  was.  Abdelmelek  prevailed  upon 
Giafar  and  liis  two  companions  to  go  into  the 
royal  tent.  Whenever  they  appeared,  the 
people  fliouted,  “  Long  live  the  great  prince 
Giafar,  and  Abdelmelek-ben-Merouan.”  The 
fliouts  foon  refounded  throughout  every  part 
^  of. 
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of  the  camp,  and  the  crowd  aflenabled  around 
the  place  where  they  knew  the  llfcuteuant  of 
the  Caliph  was. 

The  king  of  Damas  pretended  to  load 
Giafar  and  his  hoft  with  attention  ;  but  the 
difpofitions  of  his  foul  did  not  accord  with  his 
external  conduct.  As  he  governed  very  ty¬ 
rannically,  and  viewed  Chebib  with  an  eye 
of  jealoufy  and  hatred,  he  was  perfuaded 
that  Giafar  had  got  orders,  upon  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  this  citizen,  to  come  privately  and  in¬ 
quire  into  the  truth  of  thofe  complaints  which 
were  made  againft  his  government.  It  could 
be  nothing  but  a  motive  of  this  kind,  or  fome 
difgrace  into  which  the  prince  of  the  Barme¬ 
cides  had  fallen,  which  could  induce  the  great- 
eft  perfon  in  the  empire  toabfent  himfelf  from 
Damas  for  fo  confiderable  a  time ;  and  lead 
that  private  and  obfcure  life,  to  which  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  condemned. 

In  either  of  thefe  cafes,  Abdelmclek  de¬ 
termined  to  ruin  Chebib ;  and,  on  fuppofi- 
Jtion  that  the  Grand  Vifier  was  difgraced,  he 
was  refolved  to  complete  his  overthrow. 

Thefe  intentions  were  concealed  out¬ 
wardly,  by  the  eagernefs,  refpeft  and  pleafure, 
which  he  evidenced  from  enjoying,  in  his 
turn,  were  it  but  for  a  moment,  a  gueft  who 
might  pafs  for  the  fecond  perfon  in  the  uni- 
verfe. 
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While  the  attention  of  the  king  of  Da- 
mas  was  diverted  from  every  thing  which 
was  going  on  in  the  palace,  by  his  own  re¬ 
flections,  and  the  neceffity  he  was  under  of 
doing  the  honours  of  the  feaft,  Giafar  open¬ 
ed  his  hand,  and  found  in  it  a  finall  bit  of  pa¬ 
per.  MarkafF,  by  the  orders  of  Ziziale,  was- 
transformed  from  a  butterfly  to  a  billet,  where¬ 
on  this  was  written  :  Be  attentive  to  the  fate 
of  the  perfon  who  addreffed  you  when  at  the 
foot  of  the  fcaffold .  The  billet  inftantly  dis¬ 
appeared  j  but  Giafar  forgot  not  its  con¬ 
tents. 

“  I  entertained,”  faidhe  to  Abdelmelek,  11  a 
high  fenfe  of  the  honour  which  you  did  .  me 
three  days  ago,  by  fufpending  the  punifliment 
of  a  young  criminal  who  called  upon  my 
name.  I  believe  I  know  who  he  is,  and  I 
prefume  he  is  innocent.  You  will  do  me  a 
favour  by  bringing  him  hither,  and  delivering 
him  into  my  hands.” 

Abdelmelek  was  prepared  to  refufe.  It 
was  a  way  of  fpreading  a  fnare  for  Giafar, 
and  of  difcovering  the  opinion  which  he  had 
of  his  own  credit  with  the  Caliph.  “  You 
know,”  replied  he  to  the  miniiter,  “  that  the 
crime  of  which  that  young  man  has  been  con- 
viCled  is  unpardonable  :  the  Caliphalone  can 
ftiew  him  mercy  ;  it  belongs  to  you,  his  lieute¬ 
nant  here,  to  grant  it  publicly  in  his  name.’* 

The 
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-The  Vilier  was  at  a  lofs  what  to  anfwer, 
when  a  flourilli  of  trumpets  announced  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  new  gueils  to  Abdelmelek.  It  was 
Almokadan-HalTan,  general  of  the  Zorans  *, 
accompanied  by  the  officers  of  his  body,  and 
followed  by  his  whole  troop,  who  had  been 
ordered  to  carry  with  his  own  hands,  to  Gia- 
far,  his  prince,  the  letter  by  which  he  was  re¬ 
called  to  Bagdad. 

Among  the  flrong  expreffions  of  affe&ion 
which  it  contained,  there  were  fome  particu¬ 
lars  relative  to  Giafar’s  journey  to  Damas, 
exprefled  in  thefe  terms  : 

M  My  dear  Vifier,  you  muft  now  have  it 
in  your  power  to  anfwer  one  of  my  queltions  ; 
and  events  will  enable  you  and  ine  to  anfwer 
all  the  reft.  I  will  have  my  (hare  in  them; 
but  what  that  is  I  am  ignorant. 

“  It  was  not  your  friend  Haroun  who  made 
you  hallen  to  Damas  on  a  mule :  fate  willed  it 
fo  ;  the  Caliph  and  your  father  were  only  its 
inftruments. 

“  Your  entrance  into  Bagdad  ffiall  be  ac¬ 
companied  with  fo  much  fplendor,  that  your 
private  departure  will  entirely  be  forgotten  ; 
and  the  model!  obedience,  tree  from  every 
murmur,  which  you  gave  to  my  orders,  fevere 

as 

•  All  the  Zorans  were  of  the  race  and  tribe  of  the  Bar¬ 
mecides.  Their  body  was  very  numerous,  and  compofed 
the  Caliph’s  guard,  and  the  principal  ftfrength  of  his  army. 
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as  they  were,  while  it  gives  you  a  new 
claim  on  my  friendftiip  and  efteem,  will  gain 
you  the  admiration  of  the  public.”  While 
Giafar  was  reading  the  letter,  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  faithful  Zorans  arrived  in  the 
camp,  which  it  made  to  refound  with  its 
warlike  mufic, 

•They  all  difplayed  their  joy  at  again 
meeting  their  prince ;  and,  as  they  approach¬ 
ed,  came,  with  one  knee  upon  the  earth,  to 
kifs  his  hand.  Giafar  only  kept  Almokadan 
with  him,  and  ordered  the  reft  of  the  Zorans 
to.  encamp  without  the  walls  of  Damas. 

While  Chebib  was  overwhelmed  with 
joy  at  this  feene,  it  gave  great  alarm  to  Ab- 
delmelek.  From  that  moment  he  ceafed  to 
be  mafter  at  his  own  houfe,  and  was  afraid 
leaft  Almokadan-Haffan  brought  orders  from 
the  Caliph  of  a  very  different  kind  from  thofe 
refpe&ing  the  recal  of  the  Vifier ;  for  what 
could  be  the  Caliph’s  defign  in  fending  his 
whole  guard  to  Giafar  ?  The  confcience  of  the 
king  of  Damas  then  made  him  very  miferable. 

The  firft  thing  which  he  thought  of,  in  or¬ 
der,  if  yet  poflible,  to  avert  the  ftorm,  wras 
to  fend  for  the  young  prifoner,  and  deliver 
him  to  Giafar,  along  with  the  writs  of  his 
trial.  While  this  order  was  executing,  he 
wifhed  to  perfuade  the  Grand  Vifier  to  come 
and  take  poffejTion  of  hie  own  palace.  But 

the 
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*he  prince  of  the  Barmecides  refufed  the  offet 
with  -the  greateft  politenefs. 

“  Ghebib  received  me,  Sire,”  anfweredho, 
€t  when  I  was  a  ftranger,  and  when  humanity 
alone  could  recommend  me  to  him.  The  ho¬ 
nour  which,  as  lieutenant  of  the  Caliph,  I 
can  now  do  him,  is  but  a  fmall  recompenfe 
for  fuch  generoflty.”  So  faying,  he  took 
leave  of  Abdelmelek,  and  returned  to  Che- 
bib’s  palace  along  with  Almokadan-Haffan. 

They  had  juft  entered,  when  the  chief 
officer  of  juftice  came  himfelf  to  deliver,  a- 
long  with  the  writs  of  procefs,  the  young  cri¬ 
minal  into  the  hands  of  Giafar. 

Hazad-Chebib  and  Ziziale  only  looked 
at  one  another.  Ziziale  felt  an  emotion  which 
ffie  had  power  to  reft  rain  ;  but  Hazad  was  fo 
violently  affected,  that  he  fell  Tick. 

His  father  Chebib  was  much  diftreffed ; 
but  Giafar  encouraged  him.  “  It  is  nothing, 
faid  he,  “  my  friend  ;  it  is  only  a  flight  fymp- 
tom  of  that  difeafe  with  which  I  myfelf  am 
too  well  acquainted,  ftnce  I  am  tormented 
with  it  even  amid  the  hurry  of  bufinefs  in 
which  1  am  involved.  Put  your  fon  to  bed 
immediately,  and  appoint  a  fmall  private  a- 
partment  to  this  young  man  whom  the  king 
has  fent  me,  and  with  whom  I  muft  have 
fome  converfation.  I  will  be  with  you  again 
in  a  moment.” 

Vol.  I. 
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Chebib  went  to  pay  the  proper  attentions 
to  bis  fen,  and  gave  orders  to  get  an  apart¬ 
ment  for  the  commander  of  the  Zorans,  and 
the  young  prifoner  who  had  been  liberated. 

As  foon  as  Giafar  knew  that  he  was  alone, 
he  entered  his  chamber,  (hut  the  door  after 
him,  and  thus  addrefifed  Ziziale  :  “  Princefs  l 
from  this  one  word  you  perceive  that  we  are 
known  to  one  another :  there  only  remains  to 
me  one  way  of  concealing  you  here,  and  en¬ 
abling  you  to  follow  your  project  with  pro¬ 
priety.  You  are  to  paf*  for  a  young  eunuch, 
whom  I  am  conducting  to  Zobeide,  the  Ca¬ 
liph's  fpeufe.  I  am  to  be  married  at  Damas  ; 
and  you  will  accompany  my  wife  in  your 
difguife.  In  the  mean  time,  I  will  conceal 
you  as  well  as  pofiible,  provided  you  betray 
not  yourfelf. 

“  Beware,  above  all  things,  of  appearing 
in  Hazad’s  fight ;  you  will  be  the  caufe  of  his 
death.  Expect  to  fee  him,  When  I  have  pre¬ 
pared  every  thing  for  his  becoming  your  huf- 
band<  with  the  confent  of  thofe  to  whom  you 
both  owe  obedience ;  and  confide  entirely  in 
my  care  for  conducting  every  thing  to  that 
end.  Take  my  advice,  and  give  over  ufing 
extraordinary  means.  You  mud  follow  the 
rules  of  prudence  and  good  conduct,  in  order 
to  the  fuccefs  of  an  event,  which  your  liar 

lists- 
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ha?  no  doubt  pointed  out,  but  which  many 
improper  fteps  had  almod  difappointed.” 

Ziziale  was  confounded  at  this  difcourfe  of 
Giafar.  She  believed  the  prince  infpired  y 
and  determined  implicitly  to  obey  him. 

As  foon  as  the  Vifier  left  the  Perfian  prin- 
eefs,  he  flew  to  his  friend  Chebib,  and  found 
him  with  his  fon,  who  was  already  recovered 
from  the  violent  emotion  which  he  had  felt. 
Repofe  being  mod  proper  for  the  young  man, 
they  left  his  apartment,  and  ufed  the  mod 
earned  intreaties  to  perfuade  him  to  enjoy 
it. 

44  I  cannot  underdand,”  faid  Chebib,  as  he- 
Teturned  to  his  own  apartment,  44  the  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  my  fon’s  health. 
Before  this  there  could  not  be  a  ftronger  con- 
flitution  than  his  :  but  for  this  fome  time  pad 
it  is  afFe&ed  by  the  fmalled  circumdance.” 

44  Your  fon,”  anfwered  Giafar,  44  is  really 
in  love.” 

44  How  can  that  be?”  replied  Chebib; 
M  for,  notwithftanding  the  probability  which 
the  ring  may  give  to  the  event  which  he  re¬ 
lated,  yet  I  can  only  confider  it  as  a  dream.” 
— 44  There  is  more  than  a  dream  in  it,”  re¬ 
plied  Giafar ;  44  fince  he  firll  entruded  me 
with  his  confidence,  we  have  had  another  con- 
verfation.  He  has  defcribed  to  me  the  apart- 
ment  where  he  faw  himfelf  laid ;  and  1  know 
x  0^2  none 
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none  of  that  conftru&ion  in  all  Arabia.  Since- 
he  has  never  been  out  of  your  palace,  you- 
ycurfeif  muft  know  whether  any  of  your  wo¬ 
men  is  lodged  in  a  room  of  which  the  ceiling 
and  walls  are  adorned  with  a  grating  of  gold,, 
and  the  whole  bottom  is  of  painted  clafs.  The 
apartment  which  he  has  feen  muft  have  been 
well  lighted,  for  he  faid  he  was  dazzled  with 
its  fplendor.  And  be  allured,  that  I  have 
certainly  guefted,  fo  to  fpeak,  what  it  is  he- 
has  attempted  to  deferibe.  Now,  my  friend,, 
this  extravagant  luxury  chara&erifes  the  pa¬ 
laces  of  Perfia.” 

•  “  He  was  carried  to  Perfia,  and  brought 
back  in  one  night  then  ?”  faid  Chebib.  r. 

“  My  dear  landlord,’’  replied  Giafar,  “  if 
your  foil  is  decreed  to  contract  a  marriage, 
from  which  a  certain  portion  of  the  earth  will 
derive  advantage  j  when  heaven  interferes,, 
diftance  vanilhes  in  a  moment.  Omar  was 
befieging  Aleppo,  while  Fat'me,  his  wife,  was- 
kneeling  at  the  evening  prayers  at  Medina 
“  O  my  God,”  cried  (he,  after  they  were  finilh-* 
ed,  “  could  I  now  be  in  the  arms  of  my  huf- 
band  !”  Scarcely  had  fhe  formed  the  wilh^ 
when  Hie  was  inftantly  carried  to  him,  by  the 
two  angels  whom  fiie  had  faluted  on  the  right 
hand,  and  on  the  left,  before  fhe  began  her 
prayer  *. 

‘♦Take 

*  The  IVahcmctars,  bcfcre.they  pray,  falute  the  two  aiu. 
gels  whem  they  fuppofc  by  their  lide. 
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**  Take  courage,  my  dear  friend  :  Heaven 
has  wrought  many  miracles  in  my  favour  ;  and, 
as  you  have  been  one  of  its  principal  inftru-- 
roents  with  regard  to  me,  though,  for  the  trial 
of  your  virtue,  obflacles  feem  allowed  to  Hand' 
-  in  the  way  of  your  happinefs,  be  allured  that 
your  liar  will  Ihine  with  a  brighter  luftre, 
when  it  has  emerged  from  thefe  little  clouds* 
Every  thing  encourages  me  on  your  account,, 
while  my  own  foul,  tormented  by  an  unlucky 
paffion,  has  entirely  loft  its  balance.” 

Chebib,  here  quickly  interrupting  his  friend, . 
cut  him  Ibort,  by  faying,  “  The  paffion  which 
you  entertain,  ought  to  give  you  no  trouble. 
The  young  woman  whom  you  love  is  called; 
Negemet  j  and  to-morrow  I  will  conduct  you, 
along  with  the  cadi,  to  the  houle  of  her  father 
the  emir  Sheffandar-Haflan.  You  lhall  mar*^ 
ry  her,  and  ftie  will  remain  in  her  father’s 
houfe  until  your  departure.” ' 

Giafar  was  fatisfied  with  this  promife,  and" 
the  two  friends  feparated.  Chebib  went  to  give 
fome  neceflary  orders  about  the  reception  of 
his  guefts  ;  and  Giafar  delired  Almokadan- 
Haflan  to  give  him  an  account  of  the  lituation 
in  which  he  had  left  the  prince  Barmekir, 
and  of  the  opinions  of  the  Zorans,  when  they 
obferved  the  long  abfence  of  the  Grand  VI- 
fier,  whofe  prefence  feemed  fo  neceflary  to 
the  Caliph, 
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Almokadan  informed  him,  that  the  prince- 
Barmekir  had  completely  removed  their  feart? 
concerning  the  fituation  of  his  fon  ;  and  that 
this  refpe«ftable  old  man  had  left  the  retire¬ 
ment  in  which  he  lived,  and  appeared  every* 
day  at  the  Caliph’s  palace*  where  the  fove- 
reign  honoured  him  with  marks  of  the  great- 
eft  confidence* 

“  The  opinion  which  prevails  at  Bagdad,” 
added  Almokadan,  “  is,  that  you  left  it  in 
confequence  of  being  employed  in  a  very  im¬ 
portant  commiflion,  with  the  knowledge  of 
which  you  alone  could  be  entrufted  ;  and  your 
faithful  Zorans  have  not  ceafed  to  wiili  for 
your  fuccefs  and  return.” 

Giafar  difeovered  in  all  this,  the  goodnefs 
and  wonted  prudence  of  Haroun.  “  You 
have  come  here  in  great  hafte,”  faid  he  tn 
Almokadan  ;  “  has  any  of  your  lieutenants 
brought  a  wife  along  with  him  ?” 

*  “  Prince*”  replied  Almokadan,  “  Fetne, 

my  fpoufe,  mounted,  like  an  Amazon,  wifti- 
ed  to  lliare  the  fatisfa£tion  which  the  Caliph 
procured  for  me,  by  difpatching  me  to  you, 
She  lodges  in  the  camp,  in  a  feparate  tent,  with 
two  u*  her  cunuchs.- 

**  You  will  immediately,”  faid  Giafar* 
“  conduct  to  her  anocher,  whom  I  intend  to 
prefent  on  my  arrival  to  Zobeide.  Let  your 
wife  take  great  care  of  him,  and  treat  him 

with. 
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with  every  attention.  He  may,  perhaps,  be 
one  day  ufeful  to  you  both.” 

Giafar  then  went  to  the  Perfian  princefs, 
and  informed  her  of  the  plan  which  he  had 
formed  to  enable  her  to  live  more  fuitable  to 
her  fex,  till  the  time  of  his  departure.  Zizi- 
ale  was  delivered  to  Almokadan  ;  and  Giafar 
rejoined  his  entertainers,  fatisfied  with  the 
precautions  which  he  had  taken,  and  now  oc¬ 
cupied  only  about  two  things,  the  charming 
fpoufe  he  was  to  receive,  and  his  departure 
for  Bagdad. 

Chebib  wa9  too  attentive  to  every  thing 
which  could  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of 
his  guefl,  not  to  anticipate  him  next  day  in 
the  hep  which  was  to  be  taken,  relative  to 
the  new  ties  by  which  he  wifhed  to  be  bound. 
He  fent  for  the  Cadi,  informed  him  of  the 
contract  which  was  to  be  drawn  up,  and' fent 
him  to  the  houfe  of  Sheffandar  HalTan.  The 
a&ion  of  divorce  was  gone  through  in  all  its 
forms  ;  and  the  beautiful  Negemet,  enriched 
with  her  dowry  and  all  the  goods  and  prefents 
which  flie  had  received,  returned  to  the  houfe 
of  her  father  the  emir.  She  quietly  fubmif- 
ted  to  her  fate  ;  but  her  foul  was  in  the  ut- 
moft  affli&ion. 

Sheffandar  was  much  happier.  He  was 
to  have  for  his  fon-in-law  the  grcateft  prince 
upon  earth,  next  to  the  Caliph.  When  tl>e 
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Cadi  appeared,  he  received  him  with  marks 
of  the  greateil  fatisfadion ;  and  the  necefTary 
witneffes  were  afiembled.  Scarcely  were  they 
prepared,  in  this  refped,  to  obferve  the  form, 
when  Chebib  appeared  in  the  houfe,  conduct¬ 
ing  by  the  hand-  the  new  fpoufe.  The  con- 
trad  was  drawn  up,  and  they  proceeded  to 
the  ceremony  of  marriage. 

Negemet  lifted  up  her  veil.  Her  beautiful 
eyes  appeared  ready  to  be  bathed  in  tears:  but 
the  fire  which  they  emitted  inflamed  anew  the 
heart  of  the  enamoured  Vifier ;  it  was  like 
the  bright  and  fcorching  rays  which  fuddenly 
pierce  through  the  clouds  furcharged  with* 
watery  vapours  on  a  flormy  day. 

At  length,  Negemet  received  the  ring,  and 
became  the  fpoufe  of  Giafar.  The  bufinefs  in- 
which  the  prince  of  the  Barmecides  was  fo> 
conftantly  engaged  till  the  moment  of  his  de¬ 
parture,  and  the  want  of  a  lodging  fit  for  the 
reception  of  his  wife,  prevented  the  nuptials 
from  following  clofe  upon  the  contrad.  Ne¬ 
gemet  mult  flay  with  her  mother  till  every 
thing  is  ready  for  her  departure,  and  that  of 
the  Grand  Vifier ;  and  the  orders  had  jufl 
been  given  to  prepare  for  her  a  very  rich  and 
commodious  tarterouanne  *. 

In 

•  At  Tarterouanne  is  a  litter  conftrn&ed  after  the  Arabian 
manner.  There  i*  a  defeription  of  them  in  one  of  thefe  talcs. 
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In  the  mean  time,  every  thing  at  Damas 
was  preparing  for  the  Vifier’s  departure.  He 
himfelf  was  now  fubjefted  to  a  multitude  of 
cares,  which  were  ftrangers  to  him  while  he 
was  the  unknown  gueft  of  Chebil>.  They 
wiflied  every  where  to  pay  him  court,  and 
prefent  him  with  their  attentions  and  refpccK 
Giafar,  burdened  with  the  homage  which  was 
paid  him,  wifhed  to  withdraw  from  it,  and 
fpend  fome  time  with  his  new  father-in-law 
Sheffandar ;  but  the  king  of  Damas  intended 
to  entertain  him  in  his  palace  ;  and  the  firfl 
roiniiler  of  the  Caliph  had  no  time  for  making 
love. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  mull  not  leave  Da¬ 
mas  without  giving  proofs  of  his  gratitude  to 
thofe  individuals  to  whom  he  was  under  ob¬ 
ligations.  He  fent  for  the  cook  who  had 
been  fo  attentive  and  polite  to  him,  and  gave 
him  two  purfes  of  gold.  After  amply  re¬ 
warding  the  feller  of  lemonade,  he  immedi¬ 
ately  received  his  three  children  into  the  Ca¬ 
liph’s  guard,  fitted  them  with  proper  equi¬ 
page,  and  mounted  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  be  in  a  condition  to  follow  him. 

He  could  not  find  the  fifherman,  however 
anxious  he  was  that  he  fhould  be  brought 
to  him  ;  but  he  recommended  him  to  God 
and  the  great  prophet.  'With  refpeft  to  the 
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blind  men,  the  king  of  Damas  was  comtnif- 
fioned  to  give  each  of  them  an  hundred  and 
fifty  pieces  of  gold  every  year.  The  dervifes 
had  difappeared,  perhaps  with  the  defign  of 
getting  away  from  his  generofity.  In  fhort, 
every  thing  was  ready  for  his  departure  ;  the 
Zorans,  who  were  encamped  on  the  hill  of 
Coubet-Nafs.il- Saphir,  only  waited  his  arri¬ 
val,  and  orders  to  begin  their  march. 

Giafar  at  length  fet  out  from  Damas,  to> 
go  to  his  camp.  The  beautiful  Negemet,. 
his  new  fpoufe,  had  already  gone  there  in  her 
carriage  ;  Aie  was  placed  in  a  feparate  tent,, 
ferved  by  her  own  eunuchs,  and  guarded* 
without  by  the  Zorans. 

Abdelemelek,  with  all  his  court,  and  alt 
the  grandees  of  the  kingdom,  accompanied* 
the  lieutenant  of  the  Commander  of  the 
Faithful,  and  were  received  at  Coubet- 
Nafs-il-Saphir  under  three  pavilions,  each  of. 
which  was  three  hundred  feet  long,  which 
had  apples  of  gold  upon  .their  top,  and  on 
which  floated  filken  ftreamers  of  evtry  co¬ 
lour. 

A  magnificent  feaft  was  there  waiting  for 
this  numerous  company.  Giafar  fat  down  at 
an  upper  table  between  Abdelmelek  and  Che- 
bib,  having  firft  exprefsly  recommended  the 
young  Haz.ad  to  the  faithful  Almokadan,  and 
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charged  him  not  to  lofe  fight  of  him,  but  to 
pa y  him  every  imaginable  attention. 

While  warlike  mufic  induced  the  guefts  to 
indulge  in  thofe  pleafures  which  a  Sumptuous 
feaft  can  afford,  a  detachment  of  Zorans  com¬ 
manded  by  one  of  their  chiefs,  went  to  Cou- 
bet-il-Naffer,  to  place  in  the  dome  the  mod 
beautiful  of  all  the  lamps  which  the  gratitude 
of  Chebib’s  illuftrious  guefts  had  fent  thither, 
fince  the  one  placed  there  in  the  name  of  the 
Caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid. 

What  paffed  on  the  mountain  Coubet-il- 
Naffer,  was  perceived  from  the  hill  of  Cou- 
bet-Nafs-il-Saphir,  which  was  on  the  road  to 
Bagdad.  The  people  of  the  king’s  guard, 
who  were  in  the  midfl  of  the  Zorans,  were 
informed  by  them  of  the  reafon  of  the  move¬ 
ments  which  took  place  on  that  mountain.  It 
was  reported  to  Abdelmelek,  whole  jealoufy 
and  hatred  againft  Chebib  it  greatly  in¬ 
creased.  He  parted  from  Giafar,  with  his 
heart  full  of  thefe  dreadful  fentiments,  and 
returned  to  the  city,  accompanied  by  all  his 

court.  He  difmiffed  his  courtiers,  and  went 
«*  . 
to  meditate  alone  in  the  retirement  of  his  pa¬ 
lace  on  the  means  of  deftroying  a  man  who 
had  arrived  at  fuch  a  pitch  of  reputation,  as 
gained  him  more  refpe£t  and  efteem  than  the 
fplendour  and  power  of  the  throne  could  pro¬ 
cure. 


In 
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In  the  camp  at  Coubet-Nafs-il-Saphir,  al* 
moll  the  whole  night  was  {pent  in  prepara¬ 
tions.  The  beautiful  Negemet,  whofe  tent 
was  ts  be  ft  ruck  very  early,  palled  the  night 
in  her  carriage,  under  the  guard  of  her  eu¬ 
nuchs.  Almokadan  had  brought  thither  the 
one  who  was  defined  to  be  prefented  to  Zo- 
beide,  namely  Zrziale.  The  young  Hazad 
w’as  placed  where  he  might  enjoy  repofe;  but 
his  father  Chebib  remained  with  Giafar,  to 
afliil  him  in  the  preparations  for  his  depart¬ 
ure. 

At  length,  the  fun  appeared  at  the  gates  of 
the  eaft  ;  the  two  friends  muft  part ;  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  deferibe  their  laft  affetHonate  fare¬ 
well.  Chebib  returned  to  Damas,  and  Gia¬ 
far  proceeded  on  his  journey  to  Bagdad. 

The  Grand  Vifier  marched  forward  his 
troop,  with  all  the  expedition  which  an  ar¬ 
dent  dehre  of  complying  with  the  eagernefs 
and  orders  of  the  Caliph,  and  of  being  re¬ 
ft  ored  to  the  bofom  of  his  family,  and  the 
place  which  he  occupied,  could  infpire.  They 
marched  day  and  night,  and  only  flopped  to 
allow  the  men  and  the  beafts  of  burden  time 
for  eating. 

At  fun-rife,  on  the  fecond  day  after  their 
departure,  this  little  army  had  need  of  repofe, 
that  they  might  be  able  to  fupport  the  fatigues 
of  the  journey.  He  then  ordered  them  to 
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ftop,  and  ercfl  the  tents  in  the  middle  of  an 
agreeable  plain,  at  the  meeting  of  two  rivu¬ 
lets,  the  banks  of  which  were  covered  with 
trees,  and  afforded  excellent  pafturage. 

He  chofe  the  mod  agreeable  fituation  in 
which  to  fix  the  tent  cf  his  young  fpoufe  Ne- 
gemet,  to  whom  he  had  given  as  a  travelling 
companion  in  the  litter,  the  fuppofed  eunuch, 
who  paffed  for  being  intended  as  a  prefent  to 
the  wife  of  the  Caliph.  Negemet’s  tent  was 
furrounded  by  thofe  of  the  eunuchs  who  were 
deftined  to  ferve  her,  and  was  placed  at  a  lit¬ 
tle  diilance  from  the  camp,  with  a  particular 
guard. 

When  Giafar  had  viewed  his  encampment, 
and  was  affured  that  nobody  remained  be¬ 
hind,  and  that  every  neceffary  precaution 
had  been  taken,  that  plenty  might  reign 
along  with  a  prudent  economy,  he  font  for 
Kalil,  firft  eunuch  to  the  beautiful  Negemet, 
and  ordered  him  to  tell  her,  that,  if  it  was 
agreeable,  he  intended  to  come  and  dine  with 
her.  At  the  lame  time,  he  g ave  him  a  very 
*  beautiful  ring  to  deliver  to  her. 

Kalil  executed  the  meffage,  and  returned, 
bringing  back  a  very  obliging  anfwer  from 
Negemet,  who  received  the  ring  with  refpecl. 
Giafar  having  charged  Kalil  to  take  nfide  the 
young  eunuch  during  the  repaft,  and  to  make 
him  take  fome  repofe  in  a  tent  near  that  of 
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Negemet,  fent  him  back  again  to  giv£  her 
thanks,  and  to  let  her  know  that  he  would 
foon  be  with  her. 

The  Grand  Vifier,  after  inquiring  at  Almo- 
kadan  about  the  manner  in  which  Hazad  had 
fupported  the  fatigue,  and  being  fatisficd  with 
the  anfwer,  flew  to  the  place,  where,  for  the 
flrfl  time,  he  was  to  be  in  private  with  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  love. 

Negemet  was  fltuing  on  a  cufliicn  ;  when 
the  faw  the  Vifler,  fhe  role  up  and  bowed  down 
to  falute  him.  But  fhe  was  veiled,  as  if  (he 
had  been  receiving  a  flranger.  “  My  dear 
Negemet  !”  faid  he  to  her,  accofling  her  with 
a  kind  of  furprife,  “  I  have  formerly  had  the 
bappinefs  to  fee  your  face  without  a  veil  and 
before  your  hufband  you  are  exempted  from 
that  law  which  orders  you  to  conceal  yourfelf 
from  the  fight  of  every  other  man.” 

“  Prince,”  anfwered  fhe  in  a  foft  tone,  but 
yet  with  more  firmnefs  than  could  have  been 
expected  from  her  youth  and  inexperience,  “you 
'are  my  fpoule  by  the  law :  but  when  I  have 
explained  to  you  the  reafons  why  I  wear  a 
veil  in  your  prefence,  the  magnanimity,  gene- 
rofity,  and  fenfibility  of  your  foul  will  lead 
you  to  approve  my  modefly  and  referve.” 

Giafar,  more  and  more  aflonifhed,  earnefl- 
Jy  intreated  to  know  thefe  reafons  ;  and  the 
beautiful  Negemet  thus  continued. 


“  Great 
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**  Great  prince,  form  an  idea  of  the  friend- 
fiiip  which  Chebib  entertains  for  you,  from 
the  aftonifhing  facrifice  which  it  has  led  him 
to  make.  He  faw  you  inflamed  with  love  to 
a  young  lady  whom  you  beheld  watering 
flowers  near  a  cafement  in  our  palace,  to  which 
you  Was  fitting  oppofite.  He  was  alarmed  for 
your  health,  and  facriflced  to  it  an  union 
which  had  been  moil  aufpicioufly  formed  three 
months  before.  In  a  word,  to  preferve  your 
life,  and  fecure  your  liapoinefs,  he  gave  up 
his  own  ;  for  I  am  his  beloved  wile,  and  you 
mufl  have  recognized  in  me  the  perion  wh6 
took  care  of  the  flowers.” 

Giafar  continued  for  fome  time  fpeechlefs. 
Love  for  a  while  contended  againfi  fentiments 
of  friendlhip,  gratitude,  and  the  principles  of 
true  honour.  The  ftruggle  was  violent,  but  of 
fliort  duration  :  his  virtuous  habits  prevailed 
over  the  efforts  of  pafiion,  and  the  prince  of 
the  Barmecides  thus  fpoke.  « 

“  O  miracle  of  friendlhip  and  generofity, 
beyond  every  thing  which  my  father  could 
have  conceived  in  predicting  them  !  The  noble 
and  generous  Chebib  yielded  up  to  me  an  in- 
ell  imable  treafure,  of  which  he  knew  the  full- 
value,  to  fave  me  from  the' fatal  efteCts  of  my 
pafiion  !  And  could  I  abufe  fuch  goodnefs  ? 
No,  Madam,  you  are  no  longer  my  fpoufe  ; 
you  are  that  of  my  dear  Chebib ;  and  if  you 
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agree  to  it,  you  fliall  be  my  beloved  and  re- 
fpected  filler.” 

Upon  this  declaration  of  the  Vifler,  Nege- 
met  lifted  up  her  veil.  “  Prince,’*  faid  Ihe, 
“  I  ought  no  longer  to  conceal  myfelf  from 
the  eyes  of  him  who  has  fhewn  me  all  the 

*  v 

beauty  of  his  foul  ;  and  I  befeech  you  not  to 
impute  to  vanity  the  encomium  which,  as 
wife  of  Chebib,  I  bellow  upon  you  :  Yes, 
you  are  the  worthy  and  the  virtuous  friend  of 
Chebib  !” 

“  Ah  !  Madam,”  faid  Giafar,  “  May  I 
always  deferve  that  encomium  !  But  fince  you 
are  become  my  filler,  let  11s  think  on  means 
for  preventing  the  malevolent  difeourfes  of  the 
■wicked  :  You  will  give  room  for  them  by  re¬ 
turning  to  Damas.  You  fliall  occupy  what¬ 
ever  apartment  in  my  palace  at  Bagdad  is  mod 
agreeable  to  you  j  and,  if  you  widi  to  give  us 
great  joy  and  honour,  you  will  be  on  the  fame 
footing  with  my  fpoufe  Fatme,  as  I  was  with 
Chebib.  You  will  fee  the  court  of  the  Ca¬ 
liph  \  and  you  will  there  enjoy  every  diftinc- 
tion  which  can  filence  the  envious,  and  advance 
the  honour  cf  your  hufband,  for  which  1  am 
as  much  interefted  as  you  can  be.” 

“  Prince,”  anfwered  Ncgemet,  “  my  ho¬ 
nour  and  that  of  my  hufband  are  in  your 
hands  ;  I  will  do  whatever  you  udvife.” 

Giaf«r 
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Giafar  then  ordered  the  eunuch  Kalil  to  go 
for  the  young  traveller  to  Almokadan’s  tent. 
M  What  young  man  is  that  afked  Nege- 
met: — “He  is,”  anfwered  Giafar,  “the  fon  of 

your  hufband  - “  What  !”  faid  ihe,  in  a 

hanfport  of  joy,  “  i?  our  dear  Hazad  here  ? 

Shall  I  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  feeing  him?” _ 

“  He  is  going  to  be  brought  to  you,  Ma¬ 
dam,”  replied  Giafar:  “  I  am  delighted  that 
his  fociety  is  agreeable  to  you,  and  1  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  make  it  aflilting  to  you  in  fupport- 
ing  the  wearinefs  and  fatigues  of  the  journey. 
Henceforth,  fmce  you  are  agreeable  to  one  an¬ 
other,  I  will  give  you  frequent  opportunities 
of  being  together.  I  will  order  his  tent  to  be 
erecled  near  yours  ;  Almokadan  fhall  be  in¬ 
formed  that  jou  are  the  wife  of  my  friend 
Chebib,  and  that  you  wilh  to  watch  over 
your  hufband’s  fon.  Speak  to  your  eunuch- 
Kalil  in  my  prefence  ;  recommend  this  young 
man  to  his  care ;  and  in  reply  to  every  bo¬ 
dy,  take  the  character  of  my  friend’s  wife, 
that  no  ether  opinion  may  be  fpread  through 
the  camp.” 

At  this  moment  Hazad  entered,  and  Nege- 
met  embraced  him  with  fuch  marks  of  affec¬ 
tion,  that  (he  had  almolt  fainted.  Giafar  ad-- 
mired  the  power  of  his  friend’s  virtues  ;  they 
had  an  influence  even  on  the  manners  of  the 
Harem,  where  commonly  one  wife  cannot  en- 
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dure  the  child  of  another.  The  affection 
he  infpired  was  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  be 
diffufcd  over  every  thing  which  came  from, 
him. 

Dinner  was  fcrved  up ;  and  Giafar,  recovered 
from  his  padion,  as  from  a  profound  and  danger¬ 
ous  deep,  was  affe&ed  with  beholding  a  woman, 
and  her  fon-in-law,  whofe  love  to.  one  another 
feemed  to  be  as  flrong  as  it  was  innocent.  He 
concluded  with  leaving  them  together  ;  and, 
having  ordered  Kalil  the  eunuch  to  remain  at 
the  door  of  the  tent,  paffed  into  that  where  Zi- 
ziale  was,  anxious  how  he  Ihould  be  able  to 
keep  her  from  the  light  of  young  Hazad.  As 
foon  as  the  Perlian  princefs  faw  the  Vilier  en¬ 
ter,  die  advanced  towards  him,  and  begged 
that  he  would  grant  her  a  favour. 

“  Prince,”  faid  Ihe,  **  the  heat  and  fatigue  of 
the  journey  have  madeanimpredion  on  the  coun¬ 
tenance  of  young  Hazad,  who  was  newly  reco¬ 
vered  from  a  dt  of  ficknefs,  when  he  fet  out.  I 
have  feen  him  through  the  window  of  the  litter. 
I  have  refources  which  he  has  not,  to  defend  me 
from  the  heat  of  the  fun.  Allow  me  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  Amazon  of  Almokadan  ;  that  manner 
of  travelling  is  more  agreeable  to  me  than  thus 
to  be  dint  up,  though  oppodte  to  one  who  is 
your  fpoufe,  and  the  moll  beautiful  perfon  in 
the  univerfe.” 
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“  She  is  not  my  fpoufe,  princefs,”  replied 
Giafarj  “  flie  is  the  fpoufe  of  my  friend  Chebib, 
and  is  going  to  Bagdad  to  flay  with  Fatme  my 
wife,  till  Chebib  come  to  claim  at  my  houfe 
all  the  rights  of  hofpitality,  which  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  him.  Since  you  defire  it,  Hazad 
jfhall  go  into  the  litter  with  his  father’s  wife  ; 
and  I  perfectly  acquiefce  in  the  plan  which 
appears  to  give  you  pleafure.” 

Giafar,  after  giving  orders  accordingly,  re¬ 
tired  to  enjoy  a  little  repofe.  His  foul  had 
lately  fuftained  a  terrible  conflict ;  but,  inflead 
i  of  lofing  its  vigour,  it  had  acquired  new  force 

from  the  flrnggle  which  it'  had  made  for  vic¬ 
tory.  He  could  now  admire  the  inconceivable 
generofity  of  his  friend,  without  having  occa- 
fion  to  blufh  at  his  own  conduct  ;  and  he  had 
got  the  afcendant  of  one  of  the  firongelt  paf- 
fions  he  had  ever  felt. 

When  night  was  come,  the  numerous  and 
fplendid  retinue  refumed  their  march  to  Bag¬ 
dad.  Ziziale  rode  by  the  fide  of  Almokadan’s 
fpoufe,  and  felt  no  inconvenience.  MarkaiF 
hovered  over  her,  in  the  form  of  a  cloud,  and 
during  the  day  always  interpofed  betwixt  her 
and  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun. 

Hazad,  in  Negemel’s  carriage,  confefled  and 
related  to  her  his  extraordinary  paffion,  with¬ 
out  imagining  that  its  objedt  was  fo  near. 

With 

i  ’  a 


1 


200 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


With  refpecl  to  Giafar,  the  farther  he  ad¬ 
vanced  on  his  road,  the  more  was  he  taken  up 
with  the  pleafing  thoughts  of  feeing  himfelf  a- 
gain  in  the  good  graces  of  the  Caliph.  If 
he  had  come  from  Damas  as^  the  hufoand  of 
the  beautiful  Negemet,  the  delicate  Fatme- 
might  have  been  troubled  at  it,  and  Barme- 
kir  perhaps  diflfatisfied.  He  could  with  plea- 
fure  reflect,  that  his  prefence  would  infpire 
nothing  but  joy. 

Such  were  the  fituations  of  our  travellers, 
when,  from  arifing  ground,  they  difcovered  the 
glittering  fpires  ol  Bagdad,  and  faw  at  the  fame, 
time  troops  of  horfemen,  who  came  from  the 
city  to  meet  the  Grand  Vifier.  The  Zorans 
who  had  gone  before,  had  warned  them  of  his 
near  approach. 

The  Caliph  had  taken  care  to  give  the  air 
of  a  triumph,  to  the  Grand  Viiier’s  return  to 
Bagdad  \  and  thereby  re-eftablilhed  the  credit 
of  his  favourite,  on  whom  he  wilbed  to  confer 
the  greateft  authority. 

Giafar  did  not  go  to  his  own  palace,  whith¬ 
er  Almokadan  conducted  Negemet  and  Ha- 
zad,  but  went  directly  to  pay  his  vefpe&s  to 
Haroun,  and  carried  along  with  him  the  young 
princefs  of  Periia,  who  was  ft  ill  difguifed  as 
an  eunuch. 

When  the  Caliph  faw  Giafar  arrive,  he 

•  t 

prevented  the  reipectful  homage  w'hich  the 
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minider  meant  to  pay  him,  by  public  de- 
mondrations  of  his  fincere  friendihip  ;  and 
both  of  them  ftiut  themfelves  up  for  a 
mutual  explanation.  The  Caliph  required 
from  Giafar  not  to  omit  the  fmalled  circura- 
dance  of  all  his  adventures  fince  hi*  departure 
from  Bagdad;  and  the  Viiier  was  fcrupulous  to 
conceal  nothing  from  him. 

When  he  was  at  the  dory  of  his  love  for 
Negemet,  the  Caliph  could  not  redram 
from  laughing.  “.Go  on,  my  friend,  go 
on,”  fa  id  he  ;  “  you  ftiall  know  why  the  cir- 
cumdances  of  this  adventure  caufe  me 
laugh.” 

The  Vifier  continued,  and  pafied  on  to  what 
refpe&ed  Ziziale.  “  Where  is  Ihe  ?”  alked 
Haroun.  “  As  I  entered  the  city,”  anfwered 
Giafar,  “  I  gave  her  in  charge  to  one  of  Zc- 
beide’s  eunuchs” — “  And  where  is  the  young 

lover  ?”  aiked  he  again _ “  In  my  palace,” 

replied  Giafar,  and  continued  to  relate  his 
adventures  till  his  arrival  in  Bagdad. 

The  Vifier  beheld  with  how  great  fatisfac-. 
tion  Haroun  heard  of  the  generodty  of  Che- 
bib,  which  he  himfelf  fo  much  efteemed  ;  and 
read  in  the  eyes  of  the  man  who  was  both  his 
mailer  and  his  friend,  the  pleafure  which  he 
derived  from  his  victory  over  his  love.  The 
dory  of  the  prince  of  the  Barmecides  was  at 
length  ended  ;  and  the  Caliph  began. 
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“  My  dear  vifier,”  faid  he,  “  if  the  Giaf- 
fer  gave  us  every  year  as  much  bufinefs  as  it 
has'procuretl  for  us  this,  the  reading  of  that 
book  would  be  very  dangerous  to  our  repofe. 
You  have  in  every  refpeff  been  put  into  a 
great  commotion  ;  but  it  is  not  all  over.  The 
remainder,  however,  regards  you  lefs  than  it 
does  me,  who  mull  fet  out  for  Damas,  upon 
the  firft  lignal  given  me  ;  luckily  it  will  not 
be  ambiguous.  But  before  I  explain  my- 
felf  on  this  fubjeH,  I  require  you  to  tell 
me  why  I  began  with  laughing  when  that 
memorable  reading  of  the  Giafar  took  place 
previous  to  your  departure  ?” 

“  You  have  been  fo  good,”  replied  Giafar, 
“  as  give  me  the  hint ;  the  book  die  wed  that  I 
would  become  foolishly  enamoured  like  a 
child.” 

“  I  appeared  fad,”  faid  Haroun,  “  explain 
the  reafon  of  thisfecond  emotion.” 

“  You  favv,”  faid  the  Vifier,  “  my  friend 
renounce  his  own  happinefs  to  promote  mine.” 

“  Knovr  you  why  I  wept?”  replied  the 
Caliph — “No,”  faid  the  Viher — “  This,”  re¬ 
plied  Haroun,  “  1  mud  explain  to  you. 

“  You  expofcd  the  mod  virtuous  man 
upon  earth  to  the  blacked  calumny,  and 
to  the  mod  horrible  outrage.  Be  not  too 
much  alarmed,  hnce  heaven'  incefiantly 
watches  over  him.  But  as  fcon  as  the  fun’s 
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^iifk  fhall  appear  red,  I  muft  fet  out  for  Da-, 
mas.  Get  ready  the  fwiftefl  camels  in  my 
{tables  and  in  yours,  but  let  it  not  be  fufpeCt- 
ed  that  they  are  for  me  ;  let  Almokadan  Haf- 
fan  hold  the  Zorans  in  readinefs  to  march,  as 
if  fome  trifling  expedition  into  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  were  intended.  While  I  pay  my  tri¬ 
bute  to  defliny,  you  muft  govern  alone,  as  I 
have  done  in  your  abfence.  You  will  readily 
forgive  me  for  allowing  you  to  fet  out  like  a 
dervife,  fince  you  know  that  you  could  have 
learned  or  done  nothing,  but  by  going  alone, 
unknown,  and  perfectly  ignorant  of  what  was 
to  happen.” 

Day  was  beginning  to  appear  when  this 
long  converfation  ended.  The  Vifier  went  to 
find  repofe  in  his  palace,  where  luckily  they 
had  been  previoufly  informed  that  the  Caliph 
and  he  would  not  foon  part,  after  being  fo 
long  without  feeing  one  another. 

Zobeide  took  the  young  princefs  of  Perfia 
under  her  protection,  and  appointed  to  her, 
women,  eunuchs,  and  a  commodious  apart¬ 
ment.  Ziziale  difmiffed  MarkafF,  determined 
no  longer  to  praCtife  the  leflons  of  her  nurfe. 

Negemet  found  every  poiTible  happinefs 
with  Giafar’s  fpoufe,  who  forced  her  to  take 
her  own  apartment  ;  and  at  the  court  of  the 
Caliph,  fh^  met  with  the  moil  flattering  hon¬ 
ours  and  diliinCtions. 


The 
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The  governor  of  the  young  Hazad  was  Gi- 
afar  himfelf,  who  inftruded  him  in  the  know- 
ledge  of  men  and  things.  All  went  well  at 
Bagdad;  but  at  Damas  the  fcenewas  reverfed, 
and"  every  thing  was  on  the  point  of  going  to 


rum. 

Abdelmelek-Ben-Merouan,  returned  to  his 
capital  with  his  heart  full  of  rage.  This  Se¬ 
cret  tyrant  (for  under  the  government  of 
Haroun  Alrafchid  there  could  be  no  open 
ones)  had  many  crimes  to  reproach  himlelf 
with.  The  incorruptible  probity  of  Chebib 
was  always  hateful  in  his  eyes;  he  confidered 
him  as  a  fpy  of  the  Caliph  ;  and  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  Grand  V.fier  had  come  to  Da¬ 
mas  in  order  to  learn  the  fentiments  of  the 
people  concerning  the  exifting  government. 
Giafar  had  left  it  apparently  fatisficd  with  his 
condutt  ;  but  there  was  notruftmg  to  appear¬ 
ances.  Ke  had  cbferved,  that  Chebib  had  dis¬ 
played  greater  extravagance  in  entertaining  this 

"■ueft  than  he  had  ever  done  before.  In  tliort,  en¬ 
tirely  to  gain  over  to  him  the  tecond  chief  of 
the  empire,  he  had  not  only  given  him  his  only 
fon  as  an  hoftage,  but  had  even  facrificed  to 
his*  deli  res  his  own  wife,  whofe  charms  were 
every  where  renowned.  It  was  well  known 
that  Chebib  tenderly  loved  his  fon,  and  was 
highly  enamoured  of  Negemet.  It  was  not 

natural  to  make  fuch  facrifices  to  a  flrrrger; 
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and  that  friendfhip  of  fo  late  a  date  from 
which  they  originated,  appeared  a  chimera  in 
the  eyes  of  Abdelmelek. 

i  his  king,  tormented  by  remorfe  and  jea- 
loufy,  thought  of  nothing  but  of  the  means  he 
fhould^employ  for  the  deftru&ion  of  his  ene¬ 
my.  His  inclination  for  beautiful  women 
was  the  pretext  for  that  crime,  which  was 
about  to  be  imputed  to  him. 

There  was  at  Damas,  in  the  quarter  where 
Chebib  lived,  a  joiner,  whofe  wife  was  rec¬ 
koned  the  mofl  beautiful  woman  in  the  city. 
The  qualities  of  her  mind  were  not  fo  much 
efteetned  as  thofe  of  her  external  appear¬ 
ance.  Abdelemelek  devifed  the  fcheme,  of 
fpreading  a  report  that  Chebib  was  in  love 
with  her,  and  wifhed  to  replace  by  the  conqueft 
of  her,  the  daughter  of  Sheffandar  HafTan 
whom  he  had  given  up  to  Giafar ;  in 
fhort,  of  aflaflinating  the  hufband  by  people 
hired  by  himfelf,  and  imputing  the  crime  to 
Chebib.  But  he  muft  have  proofs  prepared 
which  fhould  certify  the  fatft  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  the  accufcd  would  fufFer  by  the  lawr, 
and  in  no  refpedt  appear  a  victim  to  perfonal 
hatred. 

*  Giafar  muft  be  deprived  of  every  pretence 
for  taking  part  with  Chebib,  and  the  latter 
muft  remain  convicted  in  the  opinion  of  that 
VoL.  I.  S  minifter 
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minifter  who  was  his  friend,  of  the  crime  for 
which  the  judges  Ihould  condemn  him. 

It  vras  neceilary  to  procure  fome  ftriking 
evidence.  The  king  of  Damas,  in  one  of 
thofe  moments,  when  he  indulged  in  oftenta- 
tion,  had  given  Chebib  a  very  beautiful  ring. 
When  the  latter,  who  was  ftridtly  attentive  to 
the  refpeft  due  to  the  king,  went  to  dine  at 
the  palace,  though  he  had  many  more  preci¬ 
ous  jewels,  he  never  failed  to  put  on  this  ring 
in  preference  to  every  other,  before  taking 
his  feat  at  Abdelmelek’s  table. 

This  ring  was  to  be  taken  from  him  without 
being  perceived.  An  eunuch,  who  w'as  a 
confummate  juggler,  undertook  this  talk,  as 
lie  gave  Chebib  water  to  walh  after  the 
repait.  He  executed  his  defign  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  a  fupper  which  had  continued  till  very 
late.  Chebib  not  perceiving  it,  returned  to 
his  own  palace  without  his  ring,  and  even 
without  his  poniard  ;  for  the  juggler  had  ex-  „ 
ceeded  the  orders  of  Abdelmelek,  in  carrying 
off  this  weapon. 

When  the  tyrant  was  mailer  of  the  ring 
and  the  poniard,  the  reft  of  the  abominable 
intrigue  followed  of  confequence.  The  join¬ 
er,  as  he  was  returning  to  his  own  houfe,  was 
murdered  before  Chebib’s  door  j  and  the  af- 
fafiins  were  not  perceived.  An  ulher 
in  Abdelmelek’s  palace,  as  corrupted  as 

his 
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his  mailer,  and  equally  abandoned  to  wicked  - 
nefs,  was  in  lovTe  with,  and  beloved  by  the 
joiner’s  widow.  He  prevailed  upon  her  to 
accufe  Chebib  of  having  tempted  her  during 
the  lifetime  of  her  hulband,  to  give  herfelf  to 
him  by  divorcing  her  fpoufe,  or  obliging  hin* 
to  divorce  her ;  in  Ihort,  of  having  fent  her,  a 
Ihort  time*  after  the  murder,  his  ring  and  a 
promife  of  marriage. 

Four  witneffes  were  ready  to  depone  (hat 
they  had  feen  Chebib  commit  the  crime  ;  the 
widow  was  allured  that  Chebib’s  goods  would 
be  confiscated  to  her  ufe ;  and  his  magnificent 
palace,  of  which  Abdelmelek  referved  nothing 
to  himfelf  but  the  furniture,  was  promifed 

to  the  ulber. 

/ 

The  king  of  Damas  had  aflembled  a  Divan, 
in  which  Chebib  fat  at  the  head  of  all  the 
grandees  of  the  Hate.  Abdelmelek  was  in¬ 
formed,  that  a  woman  in  a  veil  appeared  to 
demand  jullice  for  an  atrocious  crime  com¬ 
mitted  by  a  powerful  man.  The  Sovereign, 
unconcernedly  ordered  her  to  be  brought  in. 
The  widow  appeared  uttering  loud  fighs,  pro- 
llrnted  herfelf,  and  demanded  jullice  againlt 
the  murderer  of  her  hulband.  The  whole  Di¬ 
van  agreed,  that  if  Ihe  knew  him,  and  could 
bring  proofs  of  his  guilt,  Hie  Ihould  receive 
inltant  jullice. 
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The  widow  then  refumed  her  fpeech,  and 
told  the  whole  ftory,  which  her  lover,  the 
uffier  of  the  palace,  had  fuggefted  to  her, 
without  naming  the  guilty  perlon.  The  firft 
proof  flie  offered  was  the  ring  which  her  huf- 
band’s  murderer  had  fent  her,  and  which  Ihe 
required  to  be  put  under  feal  -r  lhe  like- 
wife  gave  the  names  of  the  four  witneffes 
who  faw”  the  murder  committed,  and  had 
taken  up  the  affaffin’s  poniard.  Abdelme- 
lek  ordered  the  fecretary  of  the  Divan  to 
take  the  ring  and  the  names  of  the  witneffesj 
and  the  widow  withdrew. 

When  lhe  had  retired,  Abdelmelek  fpoke 
as  follows  :  “  Here,”  faid  he,  “  a  dreadful 
crime  has  been  committed  ;  and  I  aik  of  my 
officers  and  miniflers,  what  is  the  puniffiment 

which  the  law  denounces  again!!  fo  horrible 
an  attempt.” 

“  Sire,”  replied  the  chief  roinifter  of  reli-  . 
gion,  u  it  is  the  puniffiment  of  death.  It  is 
commanded  in  three  books  ;  in  that  of  Mo¬ 
les,  in  that  of  Yefac-Ben-Mariann,  and  laft- 
3y,  in  the  Alcoran.  No  mercy  can  be  (hewn 
to  the  murderer  of  a  Muffulman.” 

The  whole  affembly  acceded  to  the  opinion 
of  the  Muphti,  except  Chebib,  who  fpoke 
laft.  He  added,  that  if  it  was  juft  that  the 
guilty  ffiould  fuffer,  it  ought  not  to  be  on 
mere  preemptions  j  and  that  the  complaint, 

and 
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and  the  proofs  of  the  crime  fhould  be  ferioufly 

inquired  into. 

“  Nothing  can  be  more  juft,”  replied  Ab- 
delmelek  ;  “  and  fince  religion  has  here  been 
offended  in  the  attempt  to  violate  the  facred 
bond  of  marriage,  I  charge  the  Muphti  to 
affemble  the  Cadis,  and  inftantly  to  begin  the 
trial,  that  no  refpite  may  be  given  to  the 
crime,  and  that  the  criminal  may  be  judged 
in  the  Divan,  which  fliall  be  affembled  again 
to-morrow. 

Chebib,  without  fufpe&ing  it,  was  in  the 
moft  eminent  danger.  But  at  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  joiner  Houflein  had  been  mur¬ 
dered,  the  phenomenon  predicted  by  the 
Giajfer'  appeared  over  Bagdad.  The  fun  at 
that  place  feemed  covered  with  blood,  and 
Haroun  was  on  his  road  to  Damas.  This  ci¬ 
ty,  in  the  mean  time,  was  all  in  an  uproar. 
Chebib’s  houfe  was  furrounded  ;  and  he  was  in¬ 
formed  that  he  muft  appear  next  day  at  the 
Divan,  as  accufed  of  murdering  Houflein,  and 
of  attempting  to  feduce  this  workman’s  wife. 
The  virtuous  Chebib  raifed  his  foul  to  God 
in  prayer,  and  recommended  himfelf  to  the 
great  prophet.  After  fulfilling  this  duty,  he 
fupped,  and  went  to  bed. 

The  inhabitants  were  aftoniftied  to  fee  fo 
beneficent  and  virtuous  a  man  fufpe&ed  of 
having  coroinited  fuch  a  crime  as  was  imput- 
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cd  to  him.  The  poor,  whom  he  had  fuc- 
coured,  lamented  that  they  would  enjoy  his 
beneficence  no  more  :  Thofe  who  envied  him, 
but  who  were  few  in  number,  rejoiced  at  his 
misfortune  ;  while  the  agents  of  Abdelmelek 
fpread  abroad,  that  an  unrellrained  love  of 
women  leads  aftray  the  man  of  the  beft  efta- 
bliflied  principles.  The  night  which  fucceed- 
ed  this  day,  was  fpent  in  tumult  and  agita¬ 
tion. 

In  the  mean  time,  at  the  break  of  day,  the 
two  blind  men  met  at  the  door  of  the  grand 
iribfque  :  both  of  them  had  come  thither  to 
pray  for  Chebib. 

“  My  wife,”  faid  the  elder,  “  has  had  a 
fingular  dream  laft  night.  She  faw  all  the 
lamps  which  are  under  the  dome  of  Coubet- 
il-Nafler,  almoft  extinguilhed ;  but  fuddenly 
there  arofe  a  gentle  zephyr  which  revived 
them,  and  made  them  (hine  with  a  brightnefs 
infupportable  to  the  eyes.” 

“  My  father,”  replied  the  youngeft  of  the 
blind  men,  “  has  feen  Markaff,  who  told  him, 
as  he  left  him,  that  he  was  going  to  throw 
himfelf  into  the  Albana,  that  he  might  be 
taken  with  a  line  :  it  is  for  Chebib,”  faid  he. 
44  What  can  this  great  man  do  with  a  difli  of 
fifli  in  his  prefent  lituation  ?  My  old  friend, 
the  genie  Karkafs,  in  leaving  me,  made  him¬ 
felf  fo  little,  that  I  entirely  loft  fight  of  him. 

He 
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He  told  me  he  was  going  to  creep  into  a 
place  where  nothing  but  the  air  and  himfelf 
could  penetrate.  It  is  their  queen  Tantoura 
who  has  ordered  them  thus  to  difpofe  of  them- 
felves  for  the  fafety  of  Chebib.  This  wor¬ 
thy  man  has  many  enemies  here  below,  bro¬ 
ther,  but  God  permits  him  to  have  friends  as 
powerful,  as  they  are  procured  in  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  manner.” 

*•  What  fay  you  of  Chebib  ?”  faid  one  of 
the  dervifes,  who  was  likewife  going  to  the 
mofque;  “  if  you  love  him  of  whom  you  was 
fpeaking,  receive  alms  in  the  name  of  that 
truly  generous  man,  and  come  along  with  us 
into  the  mofque,  to  pray  that  his  judges  may 
be  enlightened,  and  his  calumniators  punifh- 
ed.” 

“  You  fhall  not  go  alone  into  the  mofque,” 
faid  three  men,  who  came  from  three  different 
quarters ;  “  we  are  come  here  for  the  fame 
purpofe.” 

One  of  them  held  a  parrot  in  his  hand  ;  an¬ 
other  carried  a  large  fifh  in  a  bafket  ;  the 
third  had  a  purfe,  almofl  empty,  hanging  at 
his  girdle,  and  was  accompanied  by  a  young 
boy.  Thefe  new  comers  addreffed  the  dervi¬ 
fes  :  “  Since  you  came  here  to  pray  for  the 
generous  Chebib,  receive  us  into  your  com¬ 
pany.” 


“  Very 
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“  Very  willingly;’*  faid  the  dervifcs,  **  blit 
here  is  a  bird  and  a  fiih,  which  cannot  go  a- 
long  with  us.” — “  I  will  keep  them,”  faicl 
the  youth  who  accompanied  the  man  that 
came  laft  ;  and  they  all  went  into  the  mofque. 

There  the  moft  fervent  prayers  were  of¬ 
fered  up,  mingled  with  lighs  and  groans. 
When  they  were  finifhed,  thefe  people  who 
were  accidentally  colle&ed  together,  (namely-, 
the  lilherman,  the  cook,  the  feller  of  lemo¬ 
nade,  who  were  mentioned  in  relating  the  ad¬ 
ventures  of  Giafar,  and  the  three  dervifes 
who  were  Chebib’s  guefts)  talked  together, 
before  they  left  the  mofque,  of  the  motive 
wThich  had  brought  them  to  prayers  fo  early 
in  the  morning,  and  communicated  to  one  an¬ 
other  the  delign  which  they  all  had  of  going- 
to  the  place  of  judgment. 

The  Divan  was  to  be  held  in  the  open  air, 
and  Abdelmelek  had  caufed  the  public  criers 
proclaim,  that  all  the  people  might  come  and 
affilt  at  the  trial.  As  Chebib’s  friends  came 
out  of  the  mofque,  they  faw  a  crowd  of  peo¬ 
ple  aflembled  round  the  young  man  who  kept 
the  parrot  and  the  filh.  The  bird  inceflantly 
cried,  Chebib  is  innocent .  It  was  Tantoura, 
the  queen  of  the  genies,  who,  having  changed 
htrfelf  into  a  parrot,  and  taken  the  place  of 
one  which  belonged  to  the  feller  of  lemonade,, 
had,  15 nee  day-break,  incelTantly  didurbed  the 
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houfe  with  its  cry.  The  feller  of  lemonade 
was  refolved  to  prefent  this  bird  to  the  coun¬ 
cil,  when  he  had  faid  his  prayers. 

The  fiflierman  had,  in  the  morning,  been 
throwing  his  net  into  the. river.  Perceiving  a 
large  fifli  near  the  edge  of  the  water,  he  call 
his  line,  and  pronounced  aloud ;  in  the  name 
of  the  generous  Chebiby  who  is  perfecuted  by 
the  malice  of  men .  The  fifli  fprung  at  the 
hook  as  foon  as  it  was  thrown  into  the  river. 
The  fiflierman  had  brought  this  fifli,  fuppof- 
ing,  that  though  mute,  it  would  undoubted¬ 
ly  bear  teftimony  in  favour  of  Chebib,  fince 
it  evidently  allowed  itfelf  to  be  taken  in  his 
name. 

“  Some  days  ago,”  faid  the  cook,  “  four 
fellows  of  a  very  fufpicious  appearance,  came 
to  regale  themfelves  at  my  houfe.  As  they 
were  bufy  in  the  entertainment,  they  began 
to  quarrel  about  the  divilion  ol  a  large  fum.  of 
^old,  contained  in  a  purfe.  One  of  them  pre¬ 
tended  that  the  larged  {hare  belonged  to  him, 
becaufe  he  had  done  more  than  the  reft.  They 
threw  the  diflies  at  one  another’s  heads,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  feparate  them.  One  of  them 
complained  of  being  unable  to  manage  him- 
felf,  for  they  had  given  him  a  blow  upon  the 
only  eye  of  which  he  had  the  ufe  :  the  other, 
though  apparently  found,  was,  in  reality,  af¬ 
fected  with  the  palfy. 


“  I  pre- 
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tl  I  prevailed  upon  one  of  his  comrades,” 
continued  the  cook,  “  to  conduct  him  to  his 
own  houfe.  Thefe  people  left  my  (hop  in. 
fuch  confufion,  that  they  forgot  the  purfe 
which  had  contained*  the  gold  they  had  divid¬ 
ed,  and  in  which  there  remained  two  fequins. 
I  thought  that  as  I  was  to  be  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  to-day,  on  account  of  the  trial  of  Chebib, 
the  purfe  might  find  its  owners,  and  I  have 
fixed  it  to  my  girdle.” 

“  With  refpeCt  to  us,”  faid  the  dervifes, 
“  we  are  the  guefls  and  friends  of  Chebib, 
and,  having  prayed  for  him,  we  intend  to  go 
to  the  place  of  trial,  to  fee  how  far  the  wic- 
kednefs  of  man  can  go  againft  this  mirror  of 
generofity  and  virtue.” 

$  This  little  party  fet  out  with  one  accord. 
Wherever  the  crowd  oppofed  their  paflfage, 
the  pretty  parrot,  which  was  carried  on  the  hand 
of  the  young  man,  cried  with  a  loud  and  clear 
voice,  Place  !  place  !  and  every  one  fell  back 

v 

very  naturally,  without  reflecting  on  the  An¬ 
gularity  of  the  order,  which  they  obeyed.- 

At  length  Chebib’s  friends  arrived  at  the 
inclofure,  where  the  fuppofed  criminal  was 
to  be  confronted  with  his  accufers.  Thefe 
were  already  come  to  the  place,  and  they  got 
fo  near  them,  that  they  could  almoft  touch 
them  j  they  were  feparated  from  them  only 
by  a  rail.  /* 
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The  judges  immediately  took  the  feats  pre¬ 
pared  for  them.  Abdelmelek  alone  was  wait¬ 
ed  for  ;  he  foon  took  his  place,  and  the  accuf- 
ed  was  ordered  to  be  brought  forth. 

Chebib  was  now  in  the  fatal  fcene.  The 
widow  who  made  the  complaint  was  with¬ 
out  the  railing,  dreffed  in  mourning,  and 
covered  with  a  veil,  which  defcended  to  the 
ground.  Having  received  orders,  fhe  was  a- 
bout  to  rife  to  bring  forward  the  accufation 
againft  the  perfon  whom  lhe  pretended  to 
be  guilty  of  her  hufband’s  murder,  when 
fuddenly  the  parrot  uttered  fome  founds  in 
fuch  perfeft  imitation  of  thofe  of  a  trumpet, 
that  the  whole  attention  was  drawn  towards 
them,  and  the  widow  of  HoufTein  was  pre¬ 
vented  from  opening  her  lips. 

They  were  beginning  to  recover  from  the 
furprize,  which  the  noife  of  the  parrot  had 
occafioned,  when  they  heard  the  real  found  of 
tram  pets  v  It  was  anfwered  by  other  military 
inftruments,  and  every  thing  announced  the 
arrival  of  the  Caliph,  who  had  jull  alighted 
from  his  dromedary,  attended  by  all  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  his  guard. 

Abdelmelek  eagerly  defcended  from  his 
throne  to  meet  his  lovereign  ;  and  the  Caliph 
advanced  towards  him  with  an  open  and  gra¬ 
cious  air. 
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u  King  of  Damas,”  faid  he,  “  my  arrival 
here  mud  not  furprize  you.  Entruded  with 
watching  over  the  happinefs  of  Mufiulmen, 
of  whom  Heaven  has  conditutedme  the  chief 
upon  earth,  I  owe  them  all  the  fame  marks 
of  attention ;  and  I  am  come  to  applaud  the 
profperity,  which,  under  you,  I  am  perfuad- 
ed  they  enjoy.  I  learned,  as  I  arrived,  that 
you  was  employed  in  a  folemn  a&  of  judice, 
of  which  you  wilhed  the  people  to  be  wit- 
nefles.  Delicacy  prevents  me  from  fufpedfc- 
ing  the  motives  by  which  the  judges  will  be 
determined.  I  approve,  likewife,  the  precau¬ 
tion  which  you  have  taken,  to  furround  the 
place  chofen  for  fuch  an  aflembly,  with  a 
body  of  troops,  in  order  to  maintain  order, 
and  infure  the  execution  of  the  law.  As  you 
are  here  fulfilling  the  painful  fundtions  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  diadem,  I  am  happy  in  having 
arrived  in  fuffieient  time  to  adid  you  in  fup- 
porting  the  burden,  and  I  join  myfelf  to  you 
in  prefid  ing  over  the  trial.” 

Abdel melek  was  thunderdruck  with  this 
declaration  of  the  Caliph,  and  only  anfwered 
with  broken  words,  which  had  no  didin£t 
meaning.  At  length  the  Caliph  afcended 
the  throne  ;  and  the  trembling  king  of  Da¬ 
mas  fat  down  on  his  left  hand.  The  Caliph 
faw  the  perlon  who  brought  the  complaint 
before  him,  addreffed  himfelf  to  her,  and 
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with  mildnefs  and  dignity,  ordered  it  to  be 
renewed. 

The  widow  of  Houflein  could  not  bear  the 
awful  prefence  of  the  fucceflor  of  Mahomet. 
The  falfehood  died  upon  her  lips,  as  (he  was  a- 
bout  to  utter  it ;  and  Ihe  fell  into  afwoon,  which 
prevented  her  from  fpeaking.  The  clerk  was 
obliged  to  read  the  complaint,  as  it  had  been 
written  ;  he  then  (hewed  the  ring,  which  was 
the  pretended  evidence  of  the  plan  of  reduc¬ 
tion,  and  the  poniard,  which  demonflrated  the 
murder. 

The  ring  pafled  through  the  hands  of  the 
judges  ;  fome  of  them  recollected  that  it  be¬ 
longed  to  Chebib,  and  Abdelmelek  declared, 
that  he  had  given  it  to  him  three  years  ago. 
The  Caliph  took  the  ring,  examined  it,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  delivered  to  Chebib,  that  he 
might  declare  if  he  knew  it. 

**  This  was  my  ring,’’  replied  Chebib ;  “  I 
loft  it  fome  time  ago,  and  never  gave,  nor  of¬ 
fered  it  to  any  perfon.,, 

“  Do  you  know  the  woman  who  accufes 
you  ?”  replied  Haroun  ;  “  Did  you  court  her 
by  means  of  any  one  ? 

“  O  fublime  Caliph  !”  anfwered  Chebib,  “  I 
have  heard  her  talked  of,  but  I  never  favv  her, 
nor  did  I  coinmiftion  any  perfon  to  fpeak  to 
her  about  me  j  I  knew  her  hufband,  and  have 
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employed  him  to  work  for  me:  I  have  done 
him  good,  but  never  any  harm.” 

“  There  are  four  witnefles,”  continued  the 
Caliph,  “  who  depone  that  they  faw  you  kill 
Houffein,  a  few  Heps  from  your  own  door, 
and  then  return  to  your  houfe.” 

“  Protestor  of  the  Faithful,”  anfwered  Che- 
bib,  “  it  belongs  to  God,  and  not  to  me,  to 
confound  that  impofture,  which  is  intended  to 
overwhelm  me  :  but  I  fee  here  three  dervifes, 
who  are  my  guefts,  and  with  whom  1  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  convcrfation,  when  I  was  fuppofed 
to  have  committed  the  crime.” 

The  Caliph  ordered  the  four  accufers  to  be 
heard,  and  their  declarations  correfponded 
exaclly.  While  all  the  four  took  refuge  un¬ 
der  a  portico,  where  they  had  accidentally  met 
during  a  florin,  and  where  they  were  conceal¬ 
ed  behind  the  pillars,  which  ferved  them  for 
a  fhelter,  they  faw  Chebib  come  behind  Houf- 
fein,  and  flab  him  twice  with  a  poniard;  they 
took  up  this  weapon,  which  had  fallen  from 
the  murderer’s  hand,  and  next  day  carried  it 
to  the  widow. 

The  Caliph  defired  to  fee  the  poniard,  and 
fliewed  it  to  Chebib.  lt  I  know,”  faid  he, 

“  the  handle  and  blade  of  this  poniard,  on 
which  my  cypher  is  engraved  ;  1  loft  it  at  the 
fime  time  with  my  ring;  but  I  obferve  that 

falfe 
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falfe  flones  have  been  put  in  place  of  the  dia¬ 
monds  with  which  it  was  ornamented.” 

The  Caliph,  upon  this  declaration,  was  fa- 
tisfied  with  faying  to  the  king,  **  The  poniard 
appears  to  me  very  fufpicious:  In  reality,  the  , 
Hones  of  it  are  falfe;  they  have  been  fet  by  a. 
jeweller,  and  we  will  find  him,  unlefs  he  is 
an  accomplice  in  the  robbery.  It  is  not  likely 
that  Chebib,  who  in  every  thing  is  fo  magni¬ 
ficent,  would  have  the  affectation  to  adorn 
himfelf  with  falfe  jewels.” 

After  this  fliort  converfation  with  the  king 
of  Damas,  Haroun  alked  the  firft  witnefs* 

**  Did  you  fee  Chebib  kill  Houffein  ? 

“  I  fwear,”  anfwered  the  witnefs,  “  by  our 
great  prophet,  that  I  faw  him  with  both  my 
eyes.” 

“  He  lies”  inftantly  cried  a  firm,  though 
flirill  voice,  “  he  fees  only  with  one  eye .”  It 
was  the  parrot  carried  on  the  young  man’s  fin¬ 
ger,  who  thus  gave  him  the  lie.  This  addrefs 
occafioned  fome  fmall  difturbance  ;  and,  while 
they  were  fearching  for  its  author,  the  Ca¬ 
liph  proceeded  to  interrogate  the  fecond  wit¬ 
nefs,  putting  the  fame  queilion  to  him  as  to 
the  former. 

“  As  certainly,”  anfwered  the  man,  “  did  I 
fee  Chebib  murder  Houffein,  as  I  am  a  muf- 
fulman.”  t 

T  * 
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M  He  lies"  uttered  the  fame  voice,  “  for  he 
is  not  circumcifed  .” 

They  then  perceived  that  it  was  the  parrot 
that  fpoke.  Achmet  Balan,  ufher  in  waiting 
to  the  king  of  Damas,  wiflied  to  feize  the  bird, 
but  it  bit  his  hand,  fil  the  blood  appeared,  and 
with  a  firoke  of  its  beak,  made  the  flone  of 
his  ring  leap  out.  The  diamond  rolled  to¬ 
wards  Chebib’s  feet,  who  took  it  up,  and  faid, 
44  Here  is  the  brilliant  which  was  on  the  hilt 
of  my  fword  ;  the  Caliph  will  recollect  it,  for 
I  owe  it  to  his  goodnefs.,,  The  murmur  ex¬ 
cited  by  thefe  different  incidents  was  appeafed, 
and  the  Caliph  went  on  with  the  proof,  ad- 
drefiing  himfelf  to  the  third  witnefs.  This 
man,  who  was  by  the  fide  of  the  fifherman, 
put  his  hand  upon  the  large  fifh,  whofe  jaw 
had  been  half  torn  away  by  the  drawing  back 
of  the  line.  u  I  fwear,”  faid  he,  “  that  what> 
3  have  declared  is  as  certain  as  I  now  put  my 
hand  upon  a  dead  filb.”  No  fooner  had  the 
.man  uttered  the  oath,  than  the  fifh,  darting 
from  the  baiket  a  flroke  with  its  tail  at  the 
face  of  the  perjurer,  made  the  blood  fpring 
from  his  nofe,  leaped  over  the  heads  of  the 
byftanders,  and  plunged  into  a  canal,  formed 
near  the  place  by  the  waters  of  the  river. 

The  Caliph,  lefs  furprifed  than  delighted 
with  thefe  wonders,  paffed  on  to  the  la fb  wit¬ 
nefs. 

This 
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This  man  thought  that  he  difcovered  at  the 
cook’s  girdle  a  purfe  which  belonged  to  him- 
felf,  and  which  he  did  not  believe  he  had  left 
in  the  fhop. 

“  I  fwear,”  anfvvered  he,  “  that  my  accu- 
fation  is  as  true  as  I  am  certain  of  feeing  my 
purfe  at  this  cook’s  girdle.” 

“  You  lie”  faid  the  bird  again ;  “  the 
purfe  is  Achmet  BcilaiC st  the  king's  ujher  j  his 
mark  is  on  the  bottom  of  it.” 

After  all  thefe  proofs  of  the  fagacity  of  the 
parrot,  the  Caliph  turned  towards  Abdelmelek. 
44  We  hare  juft  now,  brother,”  faid  he,  44  feen 
verified  what  has  been  fo  often  faid,  that  the 
goodnefs  of  Chebib  has  interefted  in  his  fa¬ 
vour  every  thing  in  nature,  which  has  the 
breath  of  life.  Behold  the  efforts  which  the 
bird  and  fifh  have  now  made  to  refcue  him 
from  the  blacked  and  molt  atrocious  of  all 
calumnies.  If  I  have  any  experience  in  cri¬ 
minal  trials,  I  already  know  fome  of  thofe 
who  are  involved  in  this  terrible  confpiracy 
againft  virtue.  I  know  not  who  is  the  chief 
of  them ;  but  I  ftiall  be  able  likewife  to  difco- 
Ver  him.” 

The  Caliph  then  turned  to  the  parrot,  and 
faid,  “  Pretty  little  friend  of  Chebib,  tell  us 
the  name  of  Houftein’s  murderer,  who  intend¬ 
ed  alfo  to  murder  Chebib.” 

T  3  •  “  H 
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ti  It  is  on  the  bottom  of  the  ring  Jiolcn  from 
Chebibf  anfwered  the  parrot,  and  at  the  fame 
time  flew  away. 

The  Calipb  caufed  the  ring  be  delivered  to 
him ;  there  was  no  need  of  a  jeweller  to  take 
the  flone  from  its  place  ;  Karjkafs,  who  was 
inclofed  in  it,  made  it  leap  out  at  the  proper 
moment ;  and  underneath  there  was  found  writ¬ 
ten  the  name  of  Abdelmelek . 

It  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  diftrefs  of 
the  king  of  Damas,  during  the  proof  which 
the  Caliph  had  been  taking  ;  but  when  hefaw 
prodigies  heaped  up  to  manifeft  his  crimes, 
and  at  laft  difcover  him,  his  confulion  render¬ 
ed  him  motionlefs. 

“  Abdelmelek,”  faid  the  Caliph  to  him, 
with  that  awful  tone  which  he  fometimes  af- 
fumed,  u  defcend  from  the  throne  which  you 
have  ftained  j  inftantly  lay  afide  every  mark 
of  that  dignity  of  which  I  deprive  you  ;  take 
the  place  of  that  virtuous  man  whom  you 
unworthily  confpired  to  deftroy,  by  rob¬ 
bing  him  of  his  honour,  as  well  as  his  life  ; 
you  have  aflembled  the  people  to  fhew  them 
a  memorable  example  of  juftice,  and  Heaven 
has  fent  me  hither  to  caufe  it  light  on  you  and 
your  accomplices.” 

Abdelmelek  could  not  move  ;  he  was  pe¬ 
trified  :  Haroun  aflfumed  fo  terrible  a  tone, 

that 
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that  terror,  rather  than  obedience,  hurled  the 
unforunate  fovereign  from  his  throne. 

“  Let  him  be  feized,”  faid  Haroun  to  the 
officers  of  juftice,  “  and  allow  him  to  live  on¬ 
ly  till  he  has  witnefied  the  puniffiment  of  thofe 
whom  he  has  drawn  into  tranfgreffion.  You, 
nobles  and  citizens  of  Damas,  who  are  per- 
fent,  and  you,  ftrangers,  by  whatever  motive 
you  have  been  brought  hither,  if  fear  has  hi-' 
therto  reftrained  you  from  giving  teftimony 
in  favour  of  innocence,  and  from  pulling  ofF 
the  malk  from  guilt,  fpeak  now  without  con- 
ftraintj  and  affiil  me  in  difcovering  the  accom¬ 
plices  of  fuch  iniquity 

“  Sire,”  faid  one  of  the  dervifes,  44  my  two 
brothers  and  I  faw  the  four  men  who  have 
depofed  againft  Chcbib,  come  out  of  Achmet 
Balan’s  houfe,  the  day  after  Houflein  the  join¬ 
er  was  murdered  j.  they  went  to  eat  at  the 
Ihop  of  the  cook  who  is  befide  us,  and  fell  a- 
difputing  about  the  divifion  of  a  great  quanti- 
ty  of  gold  which  they  had  in  their  poiTeffion. 
One  of  them  forgot  his  purfe  ;  and  the  cypher 
of  Achmet  Balan,  as  the  bird  declared,  is  writ¬ 
ten  on  the  bottom  of  it.” 

44  Let  Achmet  Balan  inftantly  give  up  his 
robe,  and  uflier’s  flaff,”  faid  the  Caliph,  44  and 
let  him  and  his  four  accomplices  be  put  to 
death,  after  a  confeflion  of  their  guilt,  and  a 
declaration  of  the  names  of  their  affociates 

have 
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have  been  forced  from  them  :  let  HcufTein’s 
widow  be  thrown  into  a  dungeon,  tef  wait 
her  fate.” 

The  Caliph’s  orders  were  immediately  put 
in  execution.  All  the  criminals  were  drag¬ 
ged  to  the  place  of  puniihment  ;  and  Abdel- 
melek  enjoyed  the  cruel  did in<5!  ion  of  dying 
lad. 

When  thefe  difagreeable  objefls  were  re¬ 
moved,  the  Caliph  refumed  his  ferene  air,  and 
thus  addreffed  Cliebib  : 

“  Come,  my  former  landlord,  my  friert?, 
my  brother,  come  and  place  yourfelf  bv  my 
fide.  1  will  not  put  upon  your  head  the 
diadem  wich  your  predectflbr  hasflained  ;  but 
I  make  you  king  of  Damas.  I  forefee  you 
will  oppofe  me ;  know',  however,  that  1  do 
not  befeech  you  to  accept  the  throne,  but  that 
in  the  name  of  the  Almighty  God,  who  ruloth 
over  you  and  me,  and  in  that  of  our  great 
prophet,  I  command  you  to  afeend  it  ;  and  I 
order  all  the  princes  and  grandees  who  are  pre- 
fent,  to  acknowledge  you  for  their  king.” 

Chebib,  notwithflanding  his  modefey  and 
relu&arice,  was  forced  to  obey  the  orders  of 
the  Caliph  ;  and  was  encouraged  to  do  fo  by  a 
general  acclamation,  with  which  all  Damas 
refounded. 

When  this  ceremony  uTas  over,  Haroun  be¬ 
came  a  fecond  time  Chebib’s  gueft.  They 
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difcourfed  together  of  the  intereft  of  the  ftate; 
and  the  Caliph  gave  Chebib  information  con¬ 
cerning  Giafar,  the  lovely  Negemct,  arid  the 
young  Hazad.  A  meflenger  from  the  Grand 
Vilier  had  already  informed  the  new  king  of 
,  Damas,  of  the  generous  refolulion  he  had  ta¬ 
ken  with  regard  to  Negemet:  and  Chebib 
congratulated  himfelf  lefs  on  his  good  fortune 
in  feeing  her  reftored  to  him,  than  that  he 
owed  her  to  a  virtuous  refolution  in  his 
friend. 

When  this  fubjeft  of  converfation  was  ex- 
haufted,  Haroun  informed  Chebib  of  the  plan 
of  marrying  Hazad  to  the  Sultan  of  Hirak’s 
daughter  ;  and  related  to  him  the  whole  hif- 
tory  of  the  two  rings,  which  Giafar  had  con¬ 
cealed  from  him. 

The  Caliph  undertook  to  afk  Ziziale  from 
the  Sultan  her  father,  and  to  inform  him  that 
fhe  was  at  Bagdad  with  Zobeide.  Ambaffa- 
dors  from  the  Caliph  were  immediately  dif- 
patched  to  the  Sultan  of  Hirak. 

Haroun  Alrafchid,  having  eflabli filed  Che¬ 
bib  upon  the  throne,  returned  without  delay 
to  Bagdad.  When  he  arrived,  lie  made  his 
friend  the  Viher  tremble  at  the  recital  of  the 
danger  which  Chebib  had  run  ;  and  the  whole 
prediction  of  the  Gicijfcr  was  now  completely 
fulfilled. 
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While  the  Caliph  returned  to  Bagdad,  Che~ 
bib  having  been  made  king  almoft  in  fpite  of 
himfelf,  at  length  employed  the  treafures  of 
knowledge  which  he  had  acquired  to  a  nobler 
purpofe  than  that  for  which  they  w'ere  origi¬ 
nally  deligned  :  for  what  good  may  not  an  in¬ 
telligent  and  virtuous  king  accomplilh  ? 

The  firll  inilance  of  his  greatnefs  of  mind 
wTas  difpiayed  in  fuccouring  the  family  of  Ab- 
delmelek.  He  rellored  to  them  all  their  pof- 
feflions,  and  behaved  towards  them  more  like 
a  father  than  a  king.  But  his  generofity  Ihone 
lefs  upon  the  throne,  for  it  was  more  divided. 
He  only  confidered  himfelf  as  the  manager  of 
the  public  treafury,  to  which  he  had  joined 
his  own  private  fortune. 

The  fudden  difappearance  of  the  princefs 
Ziziale,  left  the  Sultan  of  Hivak  and  his  fpoufe 
in  the  utmoft  didrefs.  The  envoys  from  the 
Galiph  and  the  king  of  Damas,  excited  the 
mod  lively  joy,  by  informing  them  that  (he 
■was  with  Zobeide.  The  letters  which  they 
received  at  the  fame  time,  explained  to  them, 
that  the  propofcd  marriage  with  liazad  was  an 
arrangement  to  wrhich  the  fates  had  contribut¬ 
ed;  and  they  agreed  to  it  the  more  readily,  be- 
caufe  the  generodty  of  Chebib,  Hazad’s  father, 
had  gained  him  the  edecm  of  all  Perfia  ;  and 
the  ludre  of  his  virtues  was,  in  their  ediina- 
tion,  increafed  by  the  fpletidour  of  the  throne. 

The 
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The  Sultan  of  Hirak  immediately  fet  out 
lor  Bagdad  :  bufinefs  of  ftate  called  thither  al- 
fo  the  new  king  of  Damas  ;  and  the  court  of 
the  Caliph  was  foon  increafed,  by  the  arrival 
of  thefe  two  fovereigns.  Haroun  received  the 
Sultan  of  Hirak  with  great  dillindlion  in  his 
own  palace  ;  but  Chebib  was  the  guefl  of  his 
friend  Giafar.  The  nuptials  of  Hazad  with  the 
princefs  Ziziale,  followed  foon  after  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  perfons  whofe  confent  was  neceffary. 

The  charming  Negemet  entered  again  into 
her  firft  ties,  with  new  claims  on  her  hufband’s 
heart.  Thefe  happy  unions  were  celebrated 
by  magnificent  fefiiva's. 

The  generous  Chebib,  loaded  with  the  fa¬ 
vours  of  fortune,  and  enjoying  the  fweets  of 
love  and  friendfhip,  returned  to  his  govern¬ 
ment  j  and  the  Sultan  of  Hirak  carried  into 
his  dominions  his  daughter’s  new  fpoufe,  who 
was  become  the  prefumptive  heir  to  his  • 
crown. 

The  Caliph  and  Giafar,  Zobeide  and  Fat- 
me,  felt  fome  regret  at  the  moment  of  Repa¬ 
ration  from  four  perfons  who  had  become  ve¬ 
ry  dear  to  them.  The  princefles  had  conceiv¬ 
ed  as  ftrong  a  liking  for  Ziziale  and  Negemet, 
as  their  hufbands  had  done  for  Chebib  and  his 
fon.  But  fate  had  determined  that  thefe  two 
engaging  couples  fhould  go  to  constitute  the 
happinefs  of  thofe  ftates  over  which  they  were 
2  to 
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to  re:  ;  and  the  Caliph,  his  V:£er,  and  their 
wives,  mu  ft  agree  to  this  lafl  kcrince,  that 
the  work  in  which  they  had  been  inftrument- 
al,  might  cot  remain  unfinifhed. 

Scheherazade  having  thus  concluded  the 
billorj  of  the  adventures  of  Giafar  and  Che- 
bib,  addreffed  her  difcourfe  to  Schahriar. 

**  Sire,  your  ruajefly  will  agree  that  the 
Caliph  Haroun  Alrafehid  difplayed,  in  thefe 
different  adventures,  all  the  activity,  pru¬ 
dence,  and  penetration,  which  can  be  expect¬ 
ed  from  a  great  man.  As  it  is  impoflible  to 
exhauft  the  excellent  qualities  of  this  cele¬ 
brated  prince,  if  my  recitals  are  not  dilpleaf- 
ing  to  your  majeftv,  1  will  undertake  to  give 
an  accouht  of  the  adventures  of  Halechalhc , 
and  of  the  young  unknown  lady  ;  in  which  the 
penetration  and  jufiice  of  the  Caliph  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  a  manner  truly  worthy  of  himfelf.” 
The  Sultan,  who  never  wearied  hearing  Sche¬ 
herazade,  befouglit  her  to  begin  her  ftory, 
which  fne  did  in  the  following  words. 
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Story  of  Halechalbe  and  the  unhown  Lady . 

The  Caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid  fent  for  Gia- 
far  his  Grand  Vifier,  and  Mefrour  his  chief 
eunuch.  “  I  intend,”  faid  he,  “  to  go 
down  to  Bagdad  in  difguife,  that  I  may, 
vifit  my  hofpitals,  and  examine  whether  the 
ad tniniil ration  of  them  is  wife  and  regular, 
and  whether  the  patients  there  receive  that 
afiiftance  and  relief  of  which  they  Band  in 
need.  I  will  afifume  the  difguife  of  a  dervife: 
do  you,  who  are  to  accompany  me,  choofe  a, 
drefs  by  which  you  will  be  completely  con¬ 
cealed.” 

The  orders  of  the  Caliph  were  obeyed,  and 
he  fet  out  with  his  attendants  on  his  expedition. 
He  \va3inthe  centre  of  the  eflablifh  incuts  w’hich 
he  had  propofed  to  vifi t,  and  every  thing  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  order  which  he  willicd  for,  until  he 
arrived  at  the  gate  of  a  very  large  court, 
where  he  heard  a  noife.  “  Whence  comes 
this  noife  ?”  faid  he  to  Giafar. 

u  This,”  anfwered  the  Vifier,  “  is  the 
place  where  mad  people  are  confined.  Thofe 
vvhofe  madnefs  is  not  dangerous,  are  allowed 
Vol.  I.  U  to 
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to  walk  in  the  great  court,  and  they  have 
their  cells  or  final!  apartments  all  around.” 

•*  Let  us  go  id,”  faid  the  Caliph  ;  “  this 
object  is  alfo  interefling.  Let  us  firfl  afcer— 
tain  if  they  are  all  confined  for  proper  rea- 
fons.  There  are  many  people  left  at  liberty, 
who  deferre  to  be  confined  ;  perhaps  there  are 
fome  here,  w’hom  it  would  be  for  the  intereft 
both  of  fociety  and  themfelves,  to  reftore  to 
freedom.  Let  each  of  us  examine  apart  one 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  ;  let  us  deter¬ 
mine  by  lot,  which  of  the  three  fhall  begin 
the  examination,  and  wTe  will  immediately 
fet  to  work.”  The  lot  decided  that  Mefrour 
ihould  begin. 

All  three  having  entered  the  court,  the 
chief  eunuch  went  ftraight  to  the  firft  cell. 
He  found  there  a  man  of  about  forty  years  o£ 
age,  fmoking  a  pipe,  with  a  ferious  air,  and 
leaning  his  elbow  on  a  table,  upon  which 
there  were  fome  papers.  He  faluted  the 
fmoker,'\vho  made  him  a  due  return.  “  I  fup- 
pofe,”  faid  Mefrour  to  him,  “  that  you  are 
entrufted  with  overfeeing  thofe  who  make 
noife  in  the  court.” 

“  Overfeeing,”  anfwered  the  fmoker,  “  is  a 
trouble  from  which  I  am  free  ;  I  am  entruft¬ 
ed  with  watching  over  myfelf,  and  that  is 

ouite  enounh.” 
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u  But  furely,”  faid  Mefrour,  u  you  are 
not  kept  here  in  confinement  among  the  num¬ 
ber  of  mad  people.” 

“  And  why  fliould  I  not  be  kept  in  that 
chara&er  ?  Do  you  think  me  wifer  than  o- 
thers  ?  They  have  done  me  that  juftice, 
which  they  ought  to  do  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Bagdad.  I  cannot  complain :  I  was  con¬ 
demned  by  tny  equals;  and  they  are  fo  atten¬ 
tive  as  to  come  here  every  day  to  vifit  me.” 

“  I  under  ft  and  you,”  faid  Mefrour  ;  “  wfc 
bave  all  a  fmall  grain  of  madnefs  :  However* 
when  it  does  not  pafs  certain  bounds,  we  are 
very  properly  allowed  to  enjoy  our  liberty. 
It  is  only  extraordinary  madnefs———” 

**  Ah  !  you  are  right,”  interrupted  the 
fmoker*  u  men  excufe  all  their  ordinary  fol¬ 
lies,  however  ridiculous  ;  but  when  any  one 
raifes  himfelf  by  his  ideas,  knowledge,  and 
obfervation,  above  others,  he  is  a  kind  of  re¬ 
proach  to  them  for  the  debafement  into  which 
they  allow  themfelves  to  fall,  and  they  endea*. 
vour  to  remove  him  from  their  fight.  This 
is  my  hiftory  :  I  knew  more  than  the  vulgar, 
and  therefore  was  feparated  from  them.” 

“  In  what  branch  did  you  excel  ?”  replied 
Mefrour.  -  •  •  “  In  that  fcience,  which  is  the 
chief  of  all  others,  aftrology.” — — “  And  was 
you  in  pofl'eflion  of  that  fcience  ?” - “  I  en¬ 

deavoured  after  it,  but  my  progrefs  was  in¬ 
ti  2  terrupted.” 
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terrupted.” - “  You  was  in  correfpondence 

with  the  flars  then  ?” - “  Yes,  indeed.” - - 

4<  And  by  whom  was  you  chiefly  favoured 

“  By  the  moon.” - “  Are  you  no  longer 

in  favour  with  her  ?” - “  Since  I  have  lofl 

my  liberty,  {he  ufes  me  as  flie  has  a  mind. 
She  formerly  owed  me  great  obligations  ;  but 
now  fhe  has  forgotten  them.  She  had  an  e- 
.normous  wart  upon  her  nofe,  of  which  I  cured 
her.  Thus  it  is  to  me  fhe  owes  that  beau¬ 
tiful  appearance  which  you  fometimes  fee  her 
aflame.  Befldes,  by  caufing  her  go  on  her  fide, 
I  favecl  her  from  an  eclipfe,  which  was  ex¬ 
pected  by  all  the  aftronomers.  At  firft  (he 
fhewed  me  fome  gratitude ;  but  fince  1  have 
been  confined,  if  I  addrefs  her  in  her  increafe, 
fhe  is  yet  too  weak  to  aft  in  my  favour  :  if  I 
addrefs  her  when  file  is  full,  fhe  is  furround- 
cd  with  clouds  and  mill ;  but,  if  in  her  wane, 
all  her  malignant  influences  are  at  my  fen- 
vice.  Defluxions,  rheumatifms,  catarrhs,  are 
fhowered  down  upon  me.  I  endeavour  aftu— 
ally  to  deliver  myl'elf  from  this  laft  mark  of 
her  beneficence.  Ah  !  if  I  could  get  hold  of  her 
fome  day,  fhe  would  find  that  fhe  has  not  ob¬ 
liged  an  ungrateful  perfon.” 

“  And  what  will  you  do  to  get  hold  of 

hei  ?”  replied  Mefrour - “  Nothing  can 

be  more  euly,”  faid  the  fmoker  ;  “  if  a 
man  like  you  would  afflft  me,  fhe  will  come 
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this  evening  at  nine  o’clock,  to  admire  her- 
felf,  and  to  bathe  in  that  well  which  you  fee 
in  the  middle  of  the  court.  I  will  give  you 
my  table,  and  you  will  lie  in  wait.  She  will 
not  fufpeft  you  ;  and  while  (he  is  amufing 
herfelf  with  making  her  beams  play  upon  the 
water,  you  will  fuddenly  fhut  the  well  :  then 
we  fhall  get  hold  of  her.  It  will  make  both* 
our  fortunes,  and  we  will  fee  how  (he  will* 
be  put  to  it  to  juftify  her  conduct.” 

“  She  will  fpeak  then  ?”  faid  Mefrour  j- 
“  will  we  hear  her  ?”— *u  I  don’t  fay  that 
you  will  hear  it  very  diftinftly,'’  anfwered' 
the  fmoker,  **  but  I,  whofe  ear  is  by  prac¬ 
tice  become  fo  perfect  as  to  be  able  to  mark  the 
cadence  of  the  celeftial  harmony,  will  not  lofe 
a  fingle  word.  With  refpe£t  to  you,  we 
mull  know  how  your  ear  is  formed.” 

So  faying,  the  fmoker  laid  down  his  pipe, 
examined*  narrowly  Mefrour’s  ear,  and,  tak¬ 
ing  hold  of  it  very  roughly,  fuddenly  pulled 
it  with  all  his  force,  crying  out,  “  your  ear 
is  too  fliort.”  Mefrour  uttered  a  dreadful 
cry :  One  of  the  keepers  ran  up,  and  caufed 
the  aftrologer  quit  his  hold.-  The  eunuch, 
holding  his  ear  with  both  his  hands,  rejoined 
the  Caliph,  and  related  to  him  his  lamentable 
adventure. 

u  I  have  long  been  perfuaded,”  faid  Ha- 
roun,  finding,  “  that  thofe  madmen  who. 
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have  an  air  of  wifdom,  are  mod  to  be  dif- 
trufled.  Come,  Giafar,”  faid  he  to  his  Grand 
Vifier,  “  you  are  warned  before  hand,  not  to 
allow  your  ear  to  be  pulled  :  proceed  to  your 
examination  ;  Mefrour  and  I  will  not  go  far 
from  the  cell  which  you  enter,  that  we 
may  be  at  hand  to  afiid  you,  if  there  is  occa- 
fion.” 

The  Grand  Vider  had  already  cad  his  eye 
upon  a  door,  by  the  fide  of  which  fat  an  old 
man  with  a  venerable  beard,  and  an  engag¬ 
ing  air.  He  began  with  giving  him  alms, 
and  then  faluted  him.  He  appeared  more  at¬ 
tentive  to  the  civility  of  the  falutation  than  to 
the  alms  he  had  received.  He  returned  the 
falute,  and  made  a  fign  to  Giafar  to  fit  down  on 
a  feat,  a  few  paces  didant  from  him. 

“  You  are  undoubtedly  come  here  to  be 
inftruded,  young  man,”  faid  he  to  him ; 
“  you  ought  to  thank  heaven  for  having  been 
fo  well  .  directed.  Of  what  chapter  in  my 
book  do  you  wifli  to  underdand  the  text  or 
the  explanation  ?” 

The  book,  of  which  this  man  feemed  to 
fpeak,  w;as  a  fmall  fquare  plank  of  cedar,  on 
which  there  were  no  characters.  Giafar  aik- 
ecl  what  book  it  was.  •  - 

“  What  !  do  you  not  didinguifh  in  thefe 
characters  the  finger  of  God,  and  the  infpira- 
tion  of  the  angel  Gabriel  !  A  Muflulman  not 
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know  the  divine  Alcoran,  nor  difcover  in  him 
who  presents  it  according  as  he  was  infpired, 
the  great  prophet  Mahomet  1” 

Upon  this  exclamation,  the  Vilier  rofe  up 
and  withdrew. .  Having  joined  the  Caliph, 
“  Commander  of  the  Faithful,”  faid  he,  “  I 
have  been  forced  to  abandon  my  project ;  the 
man  whom  I  have  left  makes  me  tremble  at 
his  blafphemy  :  he  fays  he  is  the  Great  Pro¬ 
phet.” 

“  It  is  not  certain  that  he  blalphemes,” 
replied  the  Caliph ;  “  every  man  may  call 
himfelf  a  prophet,  provided  he  proves  hi3 
million  by  miracles  :  go  and  alk  him  concern¬ 
ing  this  point.” 

Giafar  obeyed,  and  returned  to  his  place 
“If  you  are  Mahomet,”  faid  he  to  the  old 
madman,  “  who  has  put  you  in  a  place  like 
this  ?”  “  My  ungrateful  people,”  replied  the 

pretended  prophet  j  “  they  would  not  believe 
in  me,  and  this  has  vexed  rather  than  furprif- 
ed  me,  for  they  fcarcely  believe  in  God.” 
“  But  a  prophet  proves  his  million  by  mira¬ 
cles,  why  have  you  wrought  none  ?” — “  My 
people  Ihould  lirlt  have  demanded  them  from 
me  ;  but  they  were  afraid  of  being  convinced; 
they  feek  to  believe  nothing.” — “  You  could 
work  miracles  then  ?” — “  Do  you  doubt  the 
power  of  Mahomet  ?” — “  Work  them  imme¬ 
diately.”— “  Your  rerjueft  lhall  not  be  re- 
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fufed.  Afcend  to  the  top  of  this  fpire  by 
this  outer  (lair,  and  throw  yourfelf  down 
from  it  without  helhation.  When  you  are  at 
the  earth,  though  you  were  in  a  thoufand 
pieces,  with  one  word  I  will  fet  you  on  your 
feet,  Itraighter,  and  with  a  better  carriage 
than  you  now  have.” — “  I  would  rather, ,r 
faid  Giafar  as  he  was  going  away,  “  believe 
you  a  prophet,  than  oblige  you  to  prove 
yourfelf  one.”  Re  came  and  gave  the  Caliph 
an  account  of  the  propofal  which  had  been 
made  to  him. 

**  You  can  learn  very  little,”  faid  Haroun 
to  him,  “  for  you  will  make  no  trial.”  “  If 
any  one  willies  to  be  inftru£ted  in  this  matter,” 
replied  Giafar,  “  the  man  and  the  tower  are 
there  j  he  may  try  the  adventure;  I  will  not 
be  jealous  of  his  fuccefs.” 

The  converfation  of  the  prince  and  his  mi~ 
suiters,  was  a  little  interrupted  by  fome 
perfons  who  accolled  them.  One  of  them 
was  Caliph,  and  came  to  propofe  Haroun’s 
quitting  his  habit  of  dervife,  and  accept¬ 
ing  the  place  of  Vilier.  He  intended  to' 
clothe  him  in  a  magnificent  robe ;  it  was  an 
old  piece  of  {tuff,  full  of  holes,  dirty,  and  de¬ 
voured  by  vermin.  Another,  with  a  balket 
full  of  nut-ihells,  came  to  fell  him  confections. - 

Thefe  Ihort  and  public  feenes  did  not  an- 
fvver  the  defign  of  Haroun,  nor  the  purpofe- 
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of  the  agreement  into  which  he  had  entered 
with  his  minifters.  It  was  his  turn  to  go  in¬ 
to  a  cell,  where,  like  his. two  companions  in 
adventure,  he  might  have  a  private  conven¬ 
tion.  He  palled  near  one,  which  appeared 
larger  and  better  furnilhed  than  the  reft. 
A  young  man,  of  a  foft  and  engaging  fi¬ 
gure  was  fitting  upon  a  fofa,  and  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  in  deep  melancholy ;  he  held 
in  his  hand  the  Alcoran.  The  Caliph  ac- 
cofted  and  faluted  him,  addreffing  him  in 
that  kind  and  familiar  tone,  which  the  robe 
of  a  dervife  authorifed  him  to  aflume. 
“  Young  man,”  faid  he,  **  why  is  a  man  fo  ra¬ 
tional  as  you  appear  to  be,  to  be  found  among 
mad  people  ?” 

At  this  queftion,  the  young  man  Ibut  his 
book,  modeftly  opened  his  eyes,  looked  at 
the  dervife,  and  anfwered  him:  “  All  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  my  life  have  not  been  rational ;  I  have 
given  reafon  for  the  abufe  which  is  now  made 
of  power  in  keeping  me  here.” — “  And 
could  not  I,”  faid  the  dervife,  “  learn  from 
you  your  hiftory,  when  you  appear  to  be  fo 
well  qualified  for  giving  it?” 

**  Pious  dervife,”  anfwered  the  young  man, 
“  were  you  the  Caliph,  I  would  perfuade 
you  to  fit  down  by  me,  and  I  would  open  to 
you  my  heart.  Every  day  do  I  befeech  God 
to  fend  me  this  equitable  prince  $  but  it 

would 
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would  ferve  no  purpofe  to  have  any  other 
confident.  You  fee  here  a  viftim  of  his 
Grand  Vifier  Giafar,  by  whofe  orders  I  was 
brought  hither,  for  a  reafon  which  appeared 
well-founded  :  but  I  can  declare,  that  there  is 
no  reafon  why  I  fhould  be  ftill  detained ;  and 
without  the  fupport  of  religion,  I  would  fink 
under  the  weight  of  my  misfortune,  and  the 
horror  of  my  fituation.” 

The  Caliph  was  greatly  aflonifhed  to  hear 
fo  reafonable  and  conne& ed  a  difcourfe.  He 
called  Giafar  and  Mefrour,  jpid  repeated 
what  he  had  heard.  The  Grand  Vifier 
attentively  confidered  the  young  man,  and  af- 
fured  the  Caliph,  that  the  prifoner  and  his 
hiftory  were  totally  unknown  to  him. 

Haroun’s  curiofity  grew  ftronger,  and 
made  him  anxious  to*  hear  his  hiftory.  He 
entered  the  cell  with  that  freedom  which  der- 
*vifes  generally  ufe,  and  fat  down  beftde  the 
fuppofed  victim  of  Giafar’s  orders,  “  Un¬ 
fortunate  young  man,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  you 
know  that  people  of  my  chara&er  have  many 
privileges,  and  efpecially  that  of  approaching 
the  great,  and  of  fpeaking  to  them  the  truth. 
The  Commander  of  the  Faithful  is  to  us  of  all 
men  the  eafieft  of  accefs  *  depend  upon  my 
zeal;  it  may  be  poffible  for  me  to  ferve  you  ; 
you  will  intruft  your  misfortunes  to  a  prudenc 
car,  and  to  a  foul  truly  charitable.” 
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%t  The  young  man  again  fighed,  mufed 
a  fhort  time,  fhed  fome  tears,  and  thus  began 
his  hiftory. 

“  My  name  is  Halechalbe,  and  my  father 
is  Syndick  of  the  trade  of  Bagdad.  One  even¬ 
ing  he  invited  to  fupper  the  principal  mer¬ 
chants  in  the  city,  each  of  whom  brought 
along  with  him  his  eldeft  fon.  After  the  re- 
paft,  which  was  plentiful  and  gay,  the  guefts 
began  to  converfe  concerning  the  difpofal  of 
their  children. 

u  One  had  fent  his  fon  to  a  foreign  count- 
ing-houfe;  another  had  entrufted  to  his  a  vef- 
fel  full  of  merchandife  ;  a  third  had  given  up 
a  certain  branch  of  his  trade  ;  in  fhort,  it  ap¬ 
peared  from  what  I  heard,  that  all  my  cotem- 
poraries  were  either  advantageoufly  placed,  or 
fettled  in  life.  After  fully  difcourling  of 
thefe  different  arrangements,  the  company  re¬ 
tired. 

“  Remaining  behind  with  my  father,  I  ob- 
fcrved  to  him,  that  though  the  fon  of  the  firfl 
in  our  profeflion,  I  alone  was  unemployed. 
He  allowed  the  force  of  the  obfervation, 
and  propofed  that  I  fliould  open  a  ftorehoufe  of 
whatever  goods  I  chofc,  in  one  of  the  quar¬ 
ters  of  Bagdad. 

44  This  propofal  was  agreeable  to  my  in¬ 
clination  for  trade  and  independence.  I  ac¬ 
cepted  it  j  and  next  day  was  put  in  poffeflion 

of 
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of  a  Urge  rior-ta-ent  of  the  moft  beautiful 
PcrfUn  and  Indian  finds.  I  had  llaves  who 
were  {killed  in  trade,  ar.d  who  relieved  me  of 
the  troublefome  part  of  the  bufinefs. 

“  Being  unrounded  during  the  day  with 
all  the  nobility  of  Bagdad,  w  ith  whom  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  getting  acquainted,  I  re¬ 
turned  in  the  evening  to  my  father’s  houfe. 
In  the  management  of  my  buGnefs,  I  led  an 
active  and  bufy  life  ;  a  life,  in  lhort,  agree¬ 
able  to  my  own  tafle.  My  father  often  vifit- 
ed  me  in  my  {hop,  and  was  pleafed  to  fee  the 
concourfe  of  virtucfi  and  cultoraers  of  both 
fexes.  He  never  received  any  thing  uncom¬ 
mon  from  abroad,  but  he  was  happy  to  fend 
it  to  me  :  The  manager  of  his  own  trade  had 
orders  to  that  purpofe. 

“  I  was  one  day  furrounded  with  a  great 
many  people  in  my  counting,  houfe,  when  two 
women  of  a  fine  external  appearance  came  in. 
Civility  made  the  other  virtucfi  give  place  ; 
and  one  of  the  two  women  put  afide  her  veil 
fufficiently  to  difeover  charms  which  dazzled 
the  fight. 

“  They  fat  down  upon  a  fofa,  aiked  for 
the  richcft  fluffs,  bargained  with  me,  and 
bought  them  for  three  thoufand  crowns.  By 
this  bargain,  from  calculation,  I  was  a  gainer 
of  five  hundred  crowns.  The  goods  were 
folded  up,  and,  by  the  orders  of  one  of  the 
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Women,  who  appeared  miftrefs,  were  carried 
away  by  (laves.  I  was  preparing  to  hold  out 
my  hand  for  payment,  when  the  young  lady 
began  to  fpeak. 

44  *  Halechalbe,’  faid  (he  to  me,  *  I  have 
brought  no  money  with  me  ;  but  be  not  un- 
eafy  about  what  is  owing  to  you  I  will  rec¬ 
tum  in  a  few  days,  and  bring  it  with  me  5  at 
-  which  time  I  intend  to  make  very  confider- 
able  purchafes  from  you.’ 

44  The  other  woman  then  fpoke.  *  Ma¬ 
dam,’  faid  (he,  4  do  you  fpeak  to  a  fon  of  the 
chief  of  trade,  a  man  of  acknowledged  opu¬ 
lence,  and  whofe  worth  is  known  to  the  Ca¬ 
liph  himfelf,  as  if  you  fuppofed  that  he 
would  not  reckon  it  an  honour  to  give  fo 
trifling  a  credit  to  a  lady  like  you  ? 

44  The  difcourfe  of  this  woman,  the  im- 
preflion  made  upon  me  by  the  beautiful  eyes 
of  her  miftrefs,  in  confequence  of  the  de¬ 
rangement  of  her  veil,  and  my  natural  timi¬ 
dity,  prevented  me  not  only  from  venturing 
to  a(k  payment,  but  even  from  infilling  to 
know  the  name  of  the  lady  to  whom  I  gave 
credit.  She  left  me,  after  faluting  me  in  a 
very  genteel  manner ;  and  I  remained  at  my 
door,  fixed  like  a  poft,  without  taking  tire 
precaution  to  caufe  a  (lave  follow  her,  and  oh- 
ferve  the  place  of  her  abode. 
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“  When  I  was  alcne,  the  imprudence,  cf 
which  I  had  been  guilty,  presented  itlelf  to 
my  mind  in  the  (Ironged  colours.  To  tv  hem 
had  I  given  my  goods?  Could  I  forget,  af¬ 
ter  the  leiTons  I  had  received  from  my  father, 
that  Bagdad  fwarmtd  with  adventurers,  who 
could  appear  in  any  form,  and  adume  any* 
tone  ?  Every  thing,  even  the  beautiful  eyes 
which  (Ire  had  allowed  me  to  fee,  then  be¬ 
came  fufpicious.  I  believed  royfelf  cheated 
out 'of  my  goods,  and  returned  to  my  father’s 
houfe,  trembling  for  the  reproaches  which  I 
thought  I  had  brought  upon  myfelf. 

“  My  mother  foon  perceived  my  diflrefs  : 

-  She  well  knew  how  to  draw  from  me  a  con- 
feflion  of  the  caufe,  and  endeavoured,  as 
much  as  Ihe  could,  to  calm  my  apprehen- 
lions.  *  The  merchant  who  knows  not  how 
to  lofe,’  faid  die,  ‘  deferves  not  to  gain.  If 
you  arc  embarraiTtd  in  your  accounts  with 
your  father,  my  purfe  will  fupply  the  de- 
feT.’ 

“  I  returned  next  day  to  my  (hop,  hurt  at 
being  duped,  and  at  the  lofs  which  I  had  fuf- 
tained.  I  had  fome  hopes,  however,  that 
the  lady  would  return  :  But  the  evening 
came,  and  fhe  bad  not  made  her  appearance. 
This  unhappy  diy  was  followed  by  twTo  o- 
thers  of  the  fame  kind  j  and  my  mother  faw 
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my  didrefs  increafe,  without  being  able  to 
give  it  any  relief. 

“In  vain  did  die  tell  me  that  die  would  flip- 
ply  this  lofs  out  of  her  own  purfe,  and  that 
I  fhould  confider  what  had  happened  to  me 
as  a  ufeful  misfortune  ;  for  it  was  only  by 
experience  that  man  could  learn  wifdom. 

**  All  her  difcourfes  were  in  vain  ;  nothing 
could  confole  me  for  having  allowed  myfelf 
to  be  cheated  by  a  pair  of  fine  eyes,  by  mere 
compliment  and  Ihew :  my  vanity,  which 
was  hurt,  tormented  my  foul. 

“  On  the  fourth  day,  the  unknown  lady  at 
lad  came  to  my  (hop,  and  threw  a  large  purfe 
upon  my  counter.  ‘  Fair  young  man,’  faid 
die,  4  I  bring  you  your  money ;  fee  if  the 
account  is  right.*-  At  this  fo  defirable  and 
unexpected  a  fight,  my  fears  and  anxieties 
vanidied  j  and  1  felt  myfelf  fuddenly  recover 
new  life. 

4 

“  The  unknown  lady  canfed  other  fluffs  be 
brought  to  her  :  She  chofe  fome  of  them,  and 
carried  from  my  fhop  goods  to  the  value  of 
three  hundred  pieces  of  gold.  In  my  enthu- 
fiafm,  I  would  have  given  her  credit  for  two 
thoufand.  As  foon  as  die  was  gone,  I  re¬ 
turned  to  my  mother,  and  now  evidenced  as 
much  joy,  as  formerly  I  had  diewn  forrow  and 
dejection.  I  related  to  her  the  lucky  adventure  of 
the  day,  and  perceived  the  full  force  of  the 
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reafoning,  which,  till  that  time,  £he  hacl  . 
made  ule  of  in  vain,  to  perfuade  me,  that  in 
trade,  be  who  never  ventures  can  never  gain . 

“  In  fhort,  refpectable  dervife,  I  continued 
to  deal  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  unknown 
lady,  who  always  carried  off  from  my  (hop, 
fluffs  worth  more  money  than  fhe  left  in  it* 
till  the  was  owing  me  about  ten  thoufand 
crowns,  equal  to  all  the  profit  which  1  had 
been  able  to  make  in  my  different  bargains 
with  her. 

“  One  day,  after  opening  my  fhop,  I  was 
fcarcely  feated  on  my  fofa,  when  an  aged  woman 
came  and  accoflcd  me.  I  thought  fhe  wanted 
fome  robes  or  fluffs,  and  propofed  to  fhew 
them  to  her..  *  No,  my  Ton,*  anfwered  fhe* 

‘  I  am  entrufled  with  a  commiflion  of  much 
greater  importance :  I  come  from  the  young 
lady  who  ow'es  you  ten  thoufand  crowns ;  I 
do  not  bring  you  payment,  but  I  am  charged 
by  her  to  tell  you,  that  you  became  her 
merchant  in  preference  to  every  other  of  the 
fame  profefiion  at  Bagdad,  only  becaufe  her 
heart  granted  you  a  preference  of  another 
kind.  In  fhort,  fhe  is  beautiful,  young,  and 
rich,  and  offers  you  her  hand  in  marriage. 

If  you  find  it  agreeable  to  enter  into  this  en¬ 
gagement,  after  you  have  feen  and  converfed 
witli  her,  no  other  dowry  is  required  than 
the  ten  thoufand  crowns  in  which  fhe  fland$ 
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indebted  to  you  :  if  you  do  not  agree  to  it, 
the  money  fhall  inftantly  be  paid  down.  But 
you  muft  refolve  to  follow  me,  that  you  may 
have  it  in  your  power  to  know  whether  the 
affair  is  agreeable  to  your  wifhes.* 

“  During  this-  difcourfe  of  the  old  woman,, 
a  flame,  to  which  I  was  till  then  a  ftranger, 
penetrated  through  my  veins,  and  the  hope 
which  was  how  fuggefted,  having  increafed 
its  violence,  I  foon  felt  the  fire  of  love  burn¬ 
ing  in  my  heart.  The  beautiful  eyes  of  the 
lady,  from  the  firft  moment  1  beheld  them, 
had  fo  dazzled  and  blinded  me  concerning 
my  real  intereft,  that  I  allowed  her  to  carry 
ofi  my  goods-,  without  knowing  how  I  fhould 
receive  payment  for  them.  Though,  in  the 
vifits  which  fne  afterwards  made  me,  her 
veil  had  wholly  concealed  the  features  of  her 
countenance,  yet  the  fullnefs  of  her  dvefs 
could  not  conceal  the  elegance  of  her  ltature, 
the  gracefulnefs  of  her  motions,  the  exquifite 
form  of  her  foot,  and  the  extraordinary  beau¬ 
ty  of  her  hands.  Befides,  the  difputed  with 
me  about  the  price,  with  fo  much  politenefs 
and  civility,  and  with  fuch  an  angelic  voice, 
that  Ihe  never  left  my  (hop  without  carrying 
away  fomething  more  than  my  -oocls  ;  but  1 
did  not  well  know  what  it  was.  Scarcely 
had  ihe  left  my  fhop,  when  I  felt  myfelf  ex¬ 
tremely  uneafyj  faid  to  myfelf,  this  is  a 
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quarter  of  an  hour.  We  fuddenly  flopt ;  I 
heard  her  knock  at  a  door,  which  opened, 
and,  as'foon  as  we  had  entered,  immediately 
fhut. 

“  I  was  in  a  (hort  time  reftored  to  the  ufe  of 
my  eyes,  and  committed  to  the  care  of  two 
female  (laves  of  remarkable  beauty  and  rich- 
nefs  of  drefs.  They  conduced  me  through 
feven  doors,  at  the  end  of  which  I  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  fourteen  other  (laves,  whofe  figure 
was  fo  ftriking,  and  whofe  drefs  was  fo  mag¬ 
nificent,  that  I  was  dazzled  with  beholding 
them.  I  was  now  in  a  fupetb  apartment, 
where  every  thing  was  marble,  jafper,  er 
gilding.  My  adventure  had  (o  much  the  ap-  - 
pearance  of  a  dream,  that,  though  my  eyes 
were  open,  I  could  fcarcely  be  convinced  that 
I  was  really  awake.  The  old  woman,  who 
had  dill  followed  me,  went  out  for  an  in- 
llant,  and.  foon  returned,  accompanied  by  a 
(lave,  who  brought  breakfaft  upon  a  large 
golden  plate.  I  fat  down  to  refrelh  myfelf. 

“  While  I  was  fatisfying  my  hunger,  the  old 
woman  counted  down  upon  a  table  the  ten 
thoufand  crowns  which  were  owing  to  me. 

There  is  your  whole  fum,’  faid  (lie;  ‘  be 
not  uneafy  that  my  miftrefs  does  not  yet  ap¬ 
pear.  The  law  commands,  and  decency  re¬ 
quires,  that  you  (hould  not  fee  one  another 
before  the  contract  is  made.’  Before  (he  had 
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done  fpeaking,  a  Cadi  appeared,  with  ten 
1  perfons  in  his  train.  I  arol'e  to  falute  him  ; 
when  the  old  woman,  addrefTmg  the  lawyer, 
faid  to  him,  ‘  The  young  lady,  who  is  to 
be  married  to  this  merchant,  has  chofen  you 
for  her  guardian  :  do  you  agree  to  accept  the 
office  ?*  The  Cadi  replied,  ‘  that  he  reckoned 
himfelf  highly  honoured  by  the  choice  which 
had  been  made  of  him.’  He  immediately 
drew  up  the  contract,  and  got  it  ligned  by  the 
xvitneffes  whom  he  had  brought  along  with 
him.  After  partaking  of  an  ample  collation- 
which  was  ferved  up  to  him  and  his  atten¬ 
dants,  and  having  been  prefented  with  a  mag- 
nificent  dfefs,  and  three  hundred  fequins,  he 
retired,  charging  the  old  woman  to  beg  her 
miftrefs  to  accept  his  thanks. 

“  I  wasfo  allonifhedat  what  1  fa w,  that  when 
the  Cadi  went  away,  I  made  a  motion  to  follow 
him,  without  perceiving  that  I  left  my  mo¬ 
ney  behind.  I  was  prevented  by  the  old  wo¬ 
man,  who  made  me  fit  down  again.  *  Are  you 
mud?’  faid  (lie  :  •  need  P  inform  you  that  the 
marriage  follows  the  contrail  ?  Come,  be  wif- 
er,  and  remain  quiet  till  night,  when  every 
thing  will  be  nady  for  the  completion  of  the 
ceremony.* 

“  I  continued  in  the  hall,  where  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  (laves  were  attentive  to  every  motion, 
and  ready  to  anticipate  every  wifh.  I  was  in 
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a  rtty  extraordinary  ftate  of  mind.  The  power 
of  that  feeling  which  had  made  me  run  fo 
fail  with  my  eyes  blindfolded,  was  no  longer 
felt,  and  love  rema  ned  fixed  at  the  bottom  of 
my  heart,  aftoniftied  at  the  luxury  with  which 
I  was  furrounded,  and  the  ceremony  of  this 
extraordinary  marriage. 

“  Towards  the  evening,  a  magnificent  repaft 
was  ferved  up,  accompanied  with  all  kinds  of 
confections,  and  exquifite  wines,  which  I  ufed 
very  fparingly.  As  foon  as  I  made  a  fignal 
for  them  to  remove  the  difhes,  the  old  woman 
took  me  by  the  hand,  and  conduced  me  to 
the  bath.  I  was  there  received  by  eight  beau¬ 
tiful  (laves,  dreffed  in  filk,  who  wrapped  me 
in  (luffs  of  the  fame  materials,  entered  into 
the  water  along  with  me,  and  ferved  me  with 
all  that  refpe&and  attention  which  could  have- 
heen  paid  to  the  Caliph  himfelf. 

“  Imagine,  OrefpeCtable  dervife,  myaftonilh- 
ment ;  it  almoft  deprived  me  of  my  fenfes  \ 
1  was  foon  drawn  from  it,  however,  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  twenty  other  (laves,  more  beauti¬ 
ful  and  better  dreffed  than  thofe  by  whom  I 
was  furrounded.  Some  held  flambeaux,  and 
others  pots  full  of  exquifite  perfumes,  the 
fweet  odour  of  which,  mingled  with  that  of 
the  wood  of  aloes,  which  ferved  to  warm  the 
bath,  embalmed  the  air,  and  railed  an  agree¬ 
able 
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able  vapour  to  the  very  roof  of  the  apart¬ 
ment. 

“  From  thefe  delights,  I  was  carried  to  the- 
enjoyment  of  others.  Twenty  (laves  went  be¬ 
fore  me,  and  conducted  me  into  a  magnificent 
apartment  j  I  fat  down  on  a  fofa  covered  with 
cloth  of  gold.  I  was  there  attended  by  the 
mod  melodious  mutic,  which  was  at  the  fame 
time  fo  cheerful  and  lively,  and  fo  fitted  to  in- 
fpire  delight,  that  I  could  not  help  feeling  a 
little  reanimated.  The  (laves  at  length  pro- 
pofed  to  conduit  me  into  the  apartment  de¬ 
fined  for  the  celebration  of  the  nuptials. 

“  I  arofe  ;  a  great  door  opened  ;  and  I  beheld 
the  perfon  approach  who  had  marked  me  out 
for  her  hulbdnd,  preceded  by  twenty  other 
Haves,  whom  (lie  alone  could  furpafs  in  beau¬ 
ty.  At  the  fight  of  her,  I  remained  almovt 
fenfelefs ;  but  this  fird  impreflion  inftantly 
gave  place  to  love  ;  and  my  pafiion  at  length 
adorned  over  me  that  power,  which  even  ati 
this  day  makes  me,  every  moment  of  my  life, 
endure  tos  nents  worfe  than  death. 

“  The  beautiful  dranger,  preceded  by  her 
twenty  (laves,  and  I  attended  by  the  fame 
number,  went  into  the  grand  apartment  pre¬ 
pared  for  our  nuptials,  and  there  fat  down  to¬ 
gether  on  the  fame  fofa.  The  old  woman  then 
appeared  at  the  head  of  four  (laves,  and 
brought  us,  on  golden  plates,  different  refrefti- 
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merits,  exquifite  confections,  and  fruit  of  all 
kinds,  which  we  mutually  prefented  to  one 
another.  After  this,  the  fervice  difappeared, 
and  we  remained  alone. 

44  I  was  almoft  trembling,  when  the  lovely 
unknown  lady  took  me  by  the  hand  to  encou¬ 
rage  me.  4  Halechalbe,’  faid  ilie,  4  fince  the 
day  when  curiofity  firft  led  me  into  your  fliop, 
I  have  loved  you;  and  the  fame  fentiment  has 
frequently  carried  me  back,  under  pretence 
of  cheapening  and  purchafing  goods.  The 
little  intercourfe  we  have  had  together,  has 
given  me  an  opportunity  of  knowing  you  ;  and 
my  liking  for  you  has  fo  much  increafed,  as  to 
make  me  ambitious  of  being  united  to  you 
for  life.  Can  you  think  of  facrificing  your 
liberty  ?’ 

44  4  Madam,’  ar.fvvered  I,‘  4  from  the  firft 
moment  you  appeared  in  my  fight,  your  charms 
failed  not  to  produce  their  effect.  I  never 
faw  you  without  feeling  an  unaccountable  dif- 
order,  mixed,  however,  witft  the  fweeteft  plea- 
fure  :  you  never  left  me,  without  occafioning 
the  moft  lively  regret  ;  J  expelled  you  every 
day,  and  my  thoughts  were  inceflfantly  occu¬ 
pied  about  your  im..ge.  1  dared  not  avow 
my  paflion  to  myfelf ;  but  fince  you  have  con- 
f  cited  your  regard  for  me,  I  fvvear  to  you,  that 
nothing  can  equal  the  lficngth  of  my  love,  and 
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that  the  facrifice  of  liberty  is  nothing  to  on£ 
who  would  give  his  life  for  your  fake.’ 

*•  ‘  Halechalbe,’  faid  (he,  ‘  truth  feems  to 
flow  from  your  lips :  fpare  your  life  ;  it  is  ef- 
fential  to  my  happinefs  ;  but  if  we  are  to  be 
united  for  life,  attend  to  the  conditions  upon 
which  I  will  yield  my  perfon  and  heart.  My 
name  and  rank  muft  remain  unknown  to  you, 
until  the  dtps  I  am  now  taking  fh all  have  en¬ 
abled  me  publicly  to  acknowledge  you  for  my 
hulband.  You  (ball  make  no  inquiry  within 
this  place,  for  the  purpofe  of  getting  informa¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  door  of  the  houfe  (hall  be  open¬ 
ed  only  once  a-year.*  *  O  madam,’  faid  I, 
*  I  will  keep  filence  ;  I  will  remain  ignorant ; 
I  will  never  leave  the  houfe.’—*  Stop,’  faid 
fhe,  *  I  have  a  dill  more  fevere  condition  to 
impofe  upon  you  5  as  I  give  myfelf  wholly  to 
you,  it  is  reafonable  that  you  fhould  be  whol¬ 
ly  mine.  My  (laves  are  become  yours,  and 
will  obey  you  in  every  thing;  but  you  mult 
not  fpeak  to  them,  exeept  to  lequire  their  fer- 
vices.  If  you  condefcend  to  ule  the  fmalleft 
familiarity  with  any  of  them,  farther  than 

mere  cxpreflions  of  kindnefs,  if - 1  muft 

difcover  to  you  a  part  of  my  character.  I  am 
inclined  to  be  jealous  ;  and  if  you  make  me  the 
fubjeft  of  this  fatal  paflion,  I  know  not  how 
far  my  relentmeut  may  carry  me  againd  you. 
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.«  x  Xake  courage/  faid  I,  1  my  adorable 
fpoufe,  the  ftrength  of  my  paffion  fecurea  you 
from  every  indifcretion  on  my  part.  I  fliould 
die  with  vexation,  were  I  capable  of  difpleaf- 
ing  you  ;  but  I  am  not  afraid  that  I  will  ever 
be  fo  unlucky  as  to  give  you  offence.* 

“  The  unknown  lady  burft  into  tears,  when 
Ihe  faw  the  franknefs  and  air  of  fincerity  with 
which  my  proteftations  were  accompanied.* 
‘  Halechalbe/  faid  fhe,  *  put  your  hand  up¬ 
on  my  heart,  and  feel  how  it  palpitates  with 
fear,  left  you  had  refufed  my  conditions.  We 
will  now  be  united  ;  but  had  you  hefitated 
about  accepting  them,  I  would  have  facrificed 
my  happinefs  to  my  delicacy,  and  we  would 
have  feparated  for  ever.* 

“  During  this  difcourfe,  I  applied  my  hand 
to  her  heart,  and  I  felt  my  own  fy m path ife  with 
its  emotion.  I  tenderly  embraced  her,  and 
fhe  fainted  away  in  my  arms.  A  Have  was 
called ;  and  fhe  foon  recovered  from  an  acci¬ 
dent  which  was  not  dangerous  in  its  origin. 
The  idol  of  my  heart  opened  her  beautiful 
eyes,  and,  with  rapture,  1  beheld  them  turned 
towards  me. 

“  I  pafs  over  the  remaining  events  of  my 
marriage,  becaufe  they  cannot  be  interefting 
to  you,  and  the  remembrance  of  them  is  ftill 
the  torment  of  my  life. 
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“  I  was  fo  enchanted  by  my  paflion,  that  I 
%  fpent  a  fortuight  in  total  forgetfulnefs  of  the 
whole  world  befides  ;  and  I  will  confefs,  to  my 
fhame,  that  I  even  omitted  the  moft  eflential 
of  all  duties,  for  I  never  once  thought  of  the 
•uneafinefs  of  my  father  and  mother  on  my 
account.  At  laft,  by  little  and  little,  nature 
refumed  her  rights,  and  I  began  to  think  feri- 
oufly  of  the  grief  which  I  muft  have  occafion- 
ed  to  my  afFe&ionate  parents.  I  uttered  fome 
iighs,  which  proceeded  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart ;  and  the  dillrefs  of  my  mind  ap¬ 
peared  in  my  countenance.  My  wife,  who 
poflefled  great  difeernment,  foon  perceived  the 
change  which  I  underwent,  got  from  me  the 
fecret ;  took  an  intereft  in  my  pain,  and  point¬ 
ed  out  the  method  of  being  delivered  from  its 
attacks. 

u  ‘  Dear  Halechalbe,’  faid  Ihe,  *  I  commend 
„  you  for  your  attachment  to  your  father  and 
mother ;  they  are  dear  to  me  on  your  account. 
We  have  given  ourfelves  laws  ;  but  as  we  are 
the  judges,  we  mull  not  allow  them  to  do  in¬ 
jury  to  nature.  You  will  go  to  fee  your  pa¬ 
rents,  fpend  a  week  with  them,  and  alfo  re¬ 
fume  your  bufinefs.  There  are  many  reafons 
for  fo  doing. 

“  ‘  Firll  of  all,  it  will  ferve  as  a  cloak  to 
hide  our  marriage,  and  will  furnifh  you  with 
an  opportunity  of  being  prefent  or  abfent  at 
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pleafufe,  without  occafioning  any  fufpicion  of 
our  intrigue.  It  will  likewife  enable  you  to 
acquire,  by  your  civil,  frank,  and  generous 
dealings,  the  public  efteem,  which  will  one  day 
be  of  great  advantage  to  us  :  for  we  live  un¬ 
der  the  government  of  a  Caliph,  who  has 
ears  every  where,  and  who  likewife  makes 
very  good  ufe  of  bis  own.  Go,  then,  and 
my  heart  will  accompany  you  wherevet 
you  are ;  if  it  could  be  rendered  vifible,  you 
would  fee  it  continually  fluttering  around  you. 
Befides,  you  will  be  under  my  hand  :  we  have 
our  trufty  old  woman,  by  whofe  means  you 
will  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  hearing  fpoken  of 
me,  and  I  will  have  that  of  being  informed  of 
your  welfare,  and  communicating  to  you  my 
wilhes.  Above  all,*  added  flie,  4  as  our  marriage 
cannot  be  concealed  from  your  parents,  charge 
them  to  keep  it  a  profound  fecret.* 

44  Night  was  beginning  to  come  on,  when  this 
difeourfe  was  ended ;  and  my  wife  ordered 
the  old  woman  to  blindfold  me,  and  conduct 
me  out  of  the  gates  of  the  palace,  till  I  was 
under  the  portico,  where  I  had  firft  fubmitted 
to  this  operation.  As  foon  as  my  guide  had 
reflored  to  me  the  ufe  of  my  eyes,  I  flew  with 
all  fpeed  to  my  father’s  houfe  :  A  neighbour¬ 
ing  lady  was  juft  entering  it :  She  difeovered 
me  by  the  light  of  a  fhop,  before  which  I  paf- 
fed.  4  Halechalbe  !’  exclaimed  lhe,  4  what ! 
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is  it  you  ?  In  the  name  of  God,  do  not  ikewr 
yourfelf  fo  unexpectedly  to  your  mother.  Re¬ 
tire  for  a  few  minutes  into  my  houfe  ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  my  husband  will  go  and  in¬ 
form  her  of  your  return.  She  is  in  the  ut- 
moil  diftrefs  and  defpair  at  your  lofs  ;  and  the 
jpy  Qccafioned  by  your  fudden.  and  unexpect¬ 
ed  return  might  be  productive  of  fatal  confe¬ 
rences.’  ‘  Whence  come  you,  wicked  young 
man  ?*  faid  fhe,  as  foon  as  Ibe  had  fat  down  ^ 
4  How  could  you  let  your  worthy  parents 
continue  ignorant  of  what  had  become  of 
’  you?’ 

“  Not  having  a  ftory  ready  made  for  the  firft 
inquifitive  perfon  I  lhould  meet,  and  it  being 
neceffary  to  conceal  my  marriage  from  every 
body,  I  was  very  much  at  a  lofs  what  anfwer 
to  give.  But  I  made  it  up  by  prefence  of 
mind,  and  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  a 
lie.  4  I  am  aftonilhed,  madam,’  anfwered  I, 
*  to  hear  you  talk  of  the  vexation  which  I 
have  occalioned  to  my  parents.  Having  met 
with  an  opportunity  of  going  to  Balfora, 
where  I  had  a  very  urgent  and  important  ex¬ 
amination  to  take  againft  one  of  my  mod  con- 
iiderable  debtors,  and  not  having  a  moment  to 
lofe,  I  fet  out  without  being  able  to  inform  my 
father  of  my  departure.  I  difpatched  an  ex- 
prefs  as  foon  as  it  was  in  my  power;  but  fome 
accident  mull  have  befallen  him,  as  no  new’s 
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have  been  received  of  me.’  The  lady  was 
fatisfied  with  the  excufe.  ‘  All  Bagdad,  how- 
ever,9  faid  fhe,  ‘  fuppofed  you  dead,  and 
moreover  magnificently  buried  ;  for  a  fuperb 
funeral  was  given  you  yefterday.  I  will  re¬ 
late  the  whole  affair  to  you,  when  once  my 
hufbarid  has  prepared  our  neighbours  for  again 
feeiog  in  good  health  the  fon  whom  they  be¬ 
lieved  dead. 

“  The  hufband  having  with  great  pleafure 
undertaken  the  commiflion,  the  woman  re- 
turned  to  her  recital. 

“  *  Your  flave  informed  your  father  and  mo¬ 
ther,  that  you  was.  to  fpend  the  remainder  of 
the  day  and  the  night  in  a  garden  with  your 
friends.  This  prevented  them  from  being  un- 
eafy  during  that  evening  and  next  day  j  but  on 
the  following  days,  all  the  merchants  of  Bag¬ 
dad  were  in  fearch  of  you.  Mefiengers  were 
fent  to  all  the  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  city,  to  the  woods,  and  to  a  great  dif- 
tance  in  the  country-  As  you  was  no  where 
to  be  found,  and  nobody  had  obferved  you, 
it  was  conje&ured  that  you  had*  fallen  into  one 
of  thofe  fnares  which  are  too  common  at  Bag¬ 
dad,  where  young  people  without  knowledge 
and  experience,  find  death  in  the  very  cup  of 
pleafure. 

“  4  Your  father  and  mother  tore  their 
through  grief ;  your  family  and  f  ' 
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into  mourning.  Some  kind  of  confolation  was 
fuppofed  to  be  derived  from  the  pretended  fm- 
neral,  which  all  the  mourners  in  Bagdad  were 
hired  to  attend,  but  where  many  real  tears 
were  died.  Every  perfon  was  affe&ed  with 
the  diftrefs  of  your  parents.* 

“  This  recital,  O  virtuous  dervife  !  made 
me  very  uneafy.  I  perceived  the  dreadful 
confequences  of  forgetting  myfelf  and  my  du¬ 
ty;,  and  1  always  confidered  my  misfortunes,, 
and  the  diflradtion  of  mind  which  was  the 
confequence  thereof,  as  a  punifliment  from 
Jieaven,  becaufe,  in  the  arms  of  love,  I  was. 
unmindful  of  the  facred  obligations  of  na* 
ture. 

“  After  our  neighbour  had  related  that  part 
of  my  hiftory,  which  it  was  necefi'ary  I  fliould 
know,  Ihe  rofe  up.  ‘It.  is  now  time,’  faid 
lhe,  ‘  to  appear ;  my  hulband  muft  already 
have  announced  you;  go,  and  confirm  the  ac¬ 
count  which  he  has  given  of  your  return.** 

1  then  entered  my  father’s  houfe ;  and  it  is 
impoffible  to  defcribe  his  joy,  much  lefs 
that  of  my  mother,  who  fainted  away  in  my 
arms.  *  What  !’  faid  my  father,  *  you  are 
returned  from  Balfora?  Poor  child  !  the  lofs 
you  might  have  fuftained  was  not  nearly  equal 
in  my  efiimation,  to  the  danger  which  you 
have  run,  and  the  fatigues  you  have  under- 
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**  *  Father,*  faid  I,  ftill  keeping  up  before 
the  neighbours  the  {lory  which  I  had  thought 
it  convenient  to  adopt,  •T  know  not  whether 
our  correfpondent  is  to  fail,  but  I  will  deliver 
to  you '  fecurities  fufficient  to  remove  every 
fear.  There  is  a  diamond  to  put  in  your  tur¬ 
ban  ;  here  is  one  for  the  hilt  of  your  poniard; 
another  for  the  handle  of  your  fcymitar,  and 
a  bracelet  for  my  mother.  I  believe  that  this 
is  a  full  equivalent  for  thefum  which  we  may 
lofe  by  him.*  • 

“  They  again  embraced  me,  without  alking 
any  farther  explanation  ;  the  weeds  of  mourn¬ 
ing  foon  difappeared,  arid  every  one  was  dcef- 
fed  in  his  feftival  robes.  The  houfe  was  fill* 
ed  with  mufic  ;  a  thoufand  tapers  Ihed  their 
light,  and  the  friends  of  my  father  and  mother 
affembled  to  enjoy  a  fplendid  entertainment* 
The  evening  and  night  was  fpent  by  the  com¬ 
pany  in  amufement  and  joy.  r  -  >> 

“  Next  morning  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
eradicate  from  the  mind  of  my  parents  thofe 
opinions,  which,  in  order  to  deceive  the  pub¬ 
lic,  prudence  had  made  me  eftabiifh  the  even¬ 
ing  before.  -I  related  to  them  the  circum- 
flances  of  my  marriage,  and  befought  them  to 
keep  it  fecret,  as  my  happinefs  depended  on 
its  being  concealed.  Every  thing  increafed 
their  aftoniftrment  j  and  the  rich  jewels  which 
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I  had  brought  them  from  my  wife,  were 
(peaking  proofs. 

44  4  He  muft  have  married  the  daughter  of  a 
genie/  faid  my  mother.  4  Such  nuptials/ 
(aid  my  father,  4  are  celebrated  without  a  Ca- 
dii*  They  knew  not  what  to  think  ;  but 
they  faw  me  happy,  and  they  were  fatisfied. 

“  I  propofed  to  my  parents  to  refume  my 
trade.  They  were  delighted  to  find  that  for¬ 
tune  had  not  deprived  me  of  economy  and  di¬ 
ligence  j  and  next  day  I  again  appeared  in  my 
(hop.  The  quarter  in  which  Hived  expreffed 
their  happinefs  at  feeing  me  again.  As  I  was 
no.longer  directed  by  the  hope  of  gain,  1  waft 
perfe&ly  eafy  and  difinterefted  in  my  dealings, 
and  brought  to  my  (hop  all  the  people  of 
Bagdad.  In  the  evening,  I  returned  as  ufuaf 
to  my  father’s  houfe. 

44  On  the  evening  preceding  the  feventh  day,. 
I  informed  my  father  that  I  was  again  to  dis¬ 
appear.  He  endeavoured  to  get  my  place  fill¬ 
ed  up  by  an  intelligent  clerk,  who  was  bound 
to  conduct  himfelf  according  to  my  principles* 
It  was  eafy  to  account  for  my  being  a  fecond 
time  abfent,  by  pretending  that  I  had  fome 
bufinefs  abroad. 

44  On  the  feventh  day,  towards  evening,  the 
-  old  woman  came  and  informed  tne,  that  my 
fpoufe  was  waiting  impatiently  for  my  arrival. 
As  I  was  equally  impatient  to  rejoin  her,  I 

needed 
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needed  no  intreaties  to  perfuade  me  to  follow 
my  guide.  The  fame  myftery  as  before  was 
ftill  obferved  in  conducing  me  to  the  palace, 
where  my  prefence  was  expedted,  and  1  was 
received  at  the  firft  door  by  my  charming 
wife,  who  loofened  the  bandage  with  her  own 
hands.  r  ' 

“  I  pafled  another  fortnight  ftill  happier 
than  the  former,  in  thofe  enjoyments  which 
mutual  love  beftows,  and  amid  thofe  delights, 
pleafures  and  amufements  which  the  eager 
wifhes  and  riches  of  my  fpoufe  could  bring  to- 
gether.  At  the  conclufion  of  this  period, 
which  feemed  very  fhort,  I  returned  to  iny  fa¬ 
ther’s  houfe,  and  afterwards  to  my  bufinefs. 
My  parents  received  me  with  the  greateft  af- 
fe&ion ;  but  fcarcely  did  I  enjoy  it,  before  I 
fighed  for  the  return  of  the  feventh  day,  when 
the  old  woman  would  come  to  blindfold  me* 
and  condudt  me  to  an  abode  which  I  now  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  celeftial  paradife. 

“  My  wife  appeared  to  feel  with  equal 
force  the  pangs  of  feparation.  During  my  ab- 
fence  from  the  palace,  the  only  method  which 
ftie  purfued  to  divert  her  attention,  was  to 
play  upon  a  mufical  inftrument,  or  to  ling  in 
concert  with  her  flaves,  thofe  amorous  lays 
which  her  paflion  di&ated.  She  {hewed  them 
to  me  on  my  return  ;  .and  I  ftill  remember 
fome  of  them,  which  1  {hall  repeat  to  you, 

were 
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were  it  merely  to  (Lew  you  that  my  violent 
flame  met  with  an  equal  return . 

“  *  Oh  !  my  lover,  how  cruel  is  abfence  > 
Return :  I  figh  for  thy  return,  as  the  eye» 

which  are  funk  in  eternal  night  wifh  for  the 

» 

brightnefs  of  the  day. 

“  ‘  Why  do  you  leave  me  ?  to  behold  thee 
delights  my  foul.  Return,  dear  light  of  my 
life  ;  without  thee  I  die. 

“  ‘  My  foul  is  full  of  defpair ;  nothing  can 
charm  when  thou  art  not  here.  I  could  drown 
my felf  with  my  tears.* 

“  Hitherto  I  have  defcribed  my  happinefs  : 
nothing  but  a  dreadful  reverfe  of  fortune  re¬ 
mains  to  be  unfolded.  It  took  its  rife  from 
an  unfortunate  pailion  conceived  for  me  by 
Zaliza,  my  wife’s  favourite  {lave.  She  care¬ 
fully  concealed  it  from  the  obfervaiton  ©f  her 
mill  refs  and  companions  ;  but  to  me  {he  open¬ 
ed  her  heart  without  referve.  To  prevent  her 
importunities,  I  was  obliged  to  threaten  her 
with  a  difcovery;  and  from  that  moment, 
rage,  and  a  thirfl  for  revenge,  took  pofieffion 
of  her  mind. 

“  One  day,  during  my  abfence,  while  my 
miftrefs  was  iinging  my  praifes,  and  our  loves, 
•Zaliza  joined  in  concert  with  the  other  flaves  j 
but  hearing  a  couplet  in  praife  of  my  fideli¬ 
ty,  {he  affe&ed  to  drop  her  lute,  as  if  through 
impatience,  and  did  not  take  it  up  again. 

4  Why,* 
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•  Why,’  faid  my  fpoufe,  *  do  you  leave  your 
lute  upon  the  ground?’  4 1  cannot  ling  the  fi¬ 
delity  of  men,’  anfwered  Zaliza,  4  for  I  do 
not  believe  it:  HalechalbC,’  continued  ihe,  4 is 
very  amiable;  he  undoubtedly  loves  you  ;  and 
who  would  not  ?  But  I  do  not  believe  that 
his  affe&ion  is  equal  to  yours,  or  that  he  is 
more  faithful  than  another  ;  of  this  I  can  give 
proofs  whenever  they  are  required.’ 

44  Thefe  bafe  and  perfidious  words  infufed 
the  moil  fatal  jealoufy  into  the  heart  of  my 
fpoufe  ;  Ihe  gave  me  no  opportunity,  however, 
of  perceiving  that  ihe  entertained  any  fufpi- 
cious.  At  the  time  fixed  between  us,  I  return¬ 
ed  to  my  father’s  houfe,  and  my  ordinary  bufi- 
nefs  ;  and  when  I  went  back  to  the  lady,  I 
was  received  as  kindly  and  affectionately  as 
before. 

44  One  day  I  wa3  in  my  (hop,  when,  about 
two  hours  before  the  ufual  time  of  the  old 
woman’s  arrival  to  conduct  me  to  my  fpoufe, 
the  public  crier  proclaimed  in  the  llreet  a 
golden  cenfer  fet  with  diamonds,  to  be  fold 
for  two  thoufand  fequins.  I  ordered  a  flave 
to  call  the  crier :  4  Who  is  the  proprietor  of 
that  cenfer  ?’  faid  I  to  him.  4  It  belongs,’ 
anfwered  he,  4  to  a  young  lady,  whom  you 
behold  there  at  the  lame  time  he  pointed 
out  a  haaidfome  and  well  dreffed  woman,  and 
I  defired  him  to  bid  her  fpeak  with  me. 

44 'The 
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,  44  The  woman  took  the  cenfer  from  the 
crier,  gave  him  a  reward,  and  advanced  to¬ 
wards  me.  *  Madam,*  faid  I,  4  fince  this  cen¬ 
fer  belongs  to  you,  I  know  where  to  place  it ; 
will  you  allow  me  to  have  it  ?*— 4  Since  it 
pleafes  you,  Halechalbe,*  faid  the  lady,  4  it  is 
yours,  and  I  demand  nothing  in  return.*  4  I 
am  not  accuftomed,*  anfwered  I,  4  to  make 
fuch  bargains.*  .  4  Nor  I,*  faid  the  lady,  4  to 
enjoy  the  happinefs  of  making  a  prefent  to  the 
moft  amiable  and  beft  beloved  of  his  fex.  I 
have,*  continued  (he,  4  for  along  time  paft  fre¬ 
quented  your  (hop,  unobferved,  alas  !  by  you  ; 
but  your  figure  and  your  manners  enchanted 
me,  and  flill  enchant  me  more  and  more. 
Since  the  cenfer  pleafes  you,  I  reckon  myfelf 
very  fortunate  in  having  it  in  my  power  to 
prefent  you  with  it.* 

44  1 1  will  receive  your  prefent,  madam,*  faid 
I,  4  if  you  will  accept  from  me  its  value.’ 

44  4  Silver  and  gold,*  faid  (lie,  4  are  of  no 
account  in  my  eftimation.  The  love  which  I 
bear  you,  has  deprived  me  of  repofe  ;  and  do 
not  treat  me-  with  cruel  difdain.  A  liking 
for  me  would  do  you  no  difhonour,  for,  thank 
God  !  I  may  be  proud  of  my  defcent.  But 
if,  defpifed  by  you,  I  cannot  afpire  to  the 
higheft  marks  of  your  affe&ion,  let  me 
have  a  lingle  kifs,  and  the  cenfer  jhall  be 
yours.*  3 


44  4  I  can- 
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n‘  1 1  cannot  agree,*  replied  I,  *  that  yon. 
fhould  make  fo  bad  a  bargain.  Take  your  mo- 
‘Bey,  or  keep  your  cenfer  ;  a  kifs  is  no  trading 
price.’  4  It  is  beyond  price,*  anfwered  the 
lady,  4  to  one  who  dies  of  love.  I  brought 
not  this  cenfer  here  to  fell,  but  to  give  it  to 
you  ;  accept  it  at  the  price  mentioned,  and 
you  will  fave  my  life.* 

44  Venerable  dervife,  I  will  confefs  my 
weaknefs,  and  declare  that  I  was  gained  over 
by  thefe  flattering  praifes,  and  this  language 
of  love.  I  had  no  fufpicions,  and  was  unable 
to  difeover  the  features  of  the  lady  through, 
her  veil.  Overcome  by  felf-love,  more  than 
by  her  intreaties,  I  retired  into  a  dark  part  of 
‘the  fhop,  and  prefented  my  cheek :  but  inflead 
of  killing  it,  fhe  bit  it  with  fuch  force,  as 
•made  me  cry  out ;  and  I  was  left  alone  with 
the  cenfer  in  my  hand,  my  cheek  bathed  in 
blood,  and  my  countenance  totally  disfigured. 
The  blood  was  at  length  flopped,  but  I  was 
uuable  to  allay  the  fwelling,  or  remove  the 
marks  of  her  cruel  teeth. 

*4  At  this  moment  the  old  woman  came  for 
me,  and  appeared  furprifed  at  the  fituation  in 
which  fhe  beheld  me.  I  intended  to  tell  her 
that  I  had  fallen  upon  a  piece  of  broken  glafs, 
and  I  was  ready  to  give  the  fame  account  to 
my  ipoufe.  But  the  treacherous  Zaliza  had 
previoufly  informed  her  of  the  whole  matter : 
Vol.  I.  Z  It 


z65  At&BIAN  TALES. 

It  was  (he  who  had  played  me  that  bafe  trick  5 
.  and  (he  had  no  doubt  reported  it  to  my  fpoufe, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  me  appear  much 
more  guilty  than  I  really  was.  When  I  arrived 
at  the  palace,  in  (lead  of  bein  g  received  as  former¬ 
ly*  by  an  eager  and  affectionate  wife,  I  fell  into 
-the  power  of  an  enraged  and  implacable  judge. 

“  «  Wr,nat  has  hurt  your  cheek  ?’  was  the 
(Irfl  queflion  propofed  by  my  wife,  as  foon 
as  I  was  before  her.  '  I  w^as  about  to  tell  her 
of  the  pieces  of  glafs  j  but  fhe  interrupted  me 
•with  afking,  *  whence  I  got  the  cenfer  which 
I  held  in  my  hand.’  ‘  It  cod  me  two  thoufand 
fequins/  faid  I  Hammering.  ‘  Liar,’  replied 
my  fpoufe,  her  eyes  inflamed  with  rage ;  * 
cod  you  much  more :  the  account  of  it  is  on 
your  cheek.  Vile  and  bafe  man  !  you  have 
made  a  trade  of  your  favours,  but  you  (hall 
pay  dear  for  your  infamous  condu£l.  Mon^ 
<ren,’  faid  (he,  addrefling  her  firft  eunuch, 

‘  let  him  be  beheaded.’ 

k  Morigen  had  already  feized  me,  when 
the  old  woman,  our  confident,  threw  herfelf 
at  the  feet  of  her  miftrefs.  ‘  O  madam  . 
faid  (he,  *  do  not  commit  fuch  a  crime  ;  do 
not  expofe  yourfelf  to  that  remorfe  which  you 
will  be  unable  to  fupport/ 

-  The  behaviour  of  the  old  (lave  brought 
my  wife  to  refleftion  :  She  appeared  to  medi¬ 
tate  a  little  ;  and  then,  changing  her  opinion, 

ordered 
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ordered  roe  to  receive  the  baftinado.  While 
Mongen  was  executing  her  rigorous  orders* 
which  I  endeavoured  to  bear  without  com¬ 
plaining,  fhe  feized  a  mufical  inilrument,  and* 
made  the  chords  refound  with  an  air,  which 
exprefied  a  mixture  of  jealous  rage,  and  ma¬ 
lignant  fatisfa&ion; 

«  The  pain  I  fuffercd  totally  deprived  roe 
of  feeling  ;  and  I  did  not  recover  till  I  was 
in  my  father’s  houfie,  placed  upon  a  bed,  fur- 
rounded  by  the  whole  family,  and  attended 
by  phyficians,  who  were  employed  in  pro¬ 
curing  me  relief.  I  had  been  carried  away 
after  the  fatal  execution  of  my  wife’s  orders* 
and  left  on  the  threfliold  of  my  father’s  door. 

“It  was  fix  weeks  before  I  recovered  from 
the  confequences  of  the  fevere  treatment  I 
had  undergone.  At  the  end  of  this  time, 
when  I  was  able  to  be  out  of  bed,  my  father 
tried  to  gaiii  my  confidence,  and  I  conceal¬ 
ed  not  the  fmalleft  circumflance  of  my  la  ft 
adventure. 

“  *  O  Heaven  !’  faid  he,  *  you  are  united, 
my  fon,  to  a  monfter  of  cruelty  and  injus¬ 
tice.’  ‘  Do  not  fay  fo,  father  !’  exclaimed 
I  ;  *  my  wife,  I  muft  confefs,  was  cruel,  but 
{he  thought  fhe  had  reafon  to  complain,  and 

1  was  wanting  in  my  duty  to  her,  even  when 
flie  loaded  me  with  kindnefs  and  afFedlion. 

2  find  that  I  ft  ill  adore  fier,  and  that  my  love 
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is  increafed  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  my  fault,, 
and  by  the  fear  of  a  final  reparation.  Ah  ! 
would  to  God  I  were  admitted  to  be  the  low-, 
ell  of  her  Haves  !’ 

“  ‘  You  have  not  the  feelings  of  a  man,9' 
laid  my  father  ;  ‘  know  tlie  dignity  of  your 
l?x.  1  cannot  determine  to  what  kind  of  a. 
being  you  have  been  united  by  the  ceremony 
of  a  contrail :  I  lliould  fuppofe  it  entirely 
whimfical,  if  fo  ftrong  proofs,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  laft,  had  not  been  given  us  of  ita 
reality.  Be  aihatned,  that  a  man  like  you* 
who  was  well  descended,  and  who  might  have 
afpired  to  a  connection  with  the  bed  families, 
in  Bagdad,  has  been  hurried  away  by  a  fool— 
ifti  pafiion,  to  fo  extraordinary  and  unequal  a. 
ccnne&ion,  as  that  which  you  have  now  form-, 
cd  ;  Forget  your  difg raceful  pafiion 

tl  Every  word  which  nay  father  uttered* 
by  way  of  inve&ive  againft  my  marriage  and 
my  wife,  was  a  dagger  to  my  heart.  *  I  fhall 
one  day  difeover  this  abominable  creature,* 
added  he ;  ‘  I  will  bring  an  information  a- 
gainft  her  before  the  Caliph,  who  will  put  it 
out  of  her  power  to  make  farther  victims.* 
In  (lead  of  feconding  my  father’s  refentment, 
my  heart  revolted  againft  his  plans  of  re¬ 
venge,  and  placed  itfelf  betwixt  him  and  my 
Qiuel,  but  charming  fpoufe. 
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t:  This  difpofitionof  mind,  in  fpiteof  the  aflif- 
tance  of  medicine,  foon  injured  my  health,  and 
deranged  my  underftanding.  I  became  thought¬ 
ful  and  melancholy;  ref  ufed  every  means  of  con- 
folation,  grieved  my  too  affe&ionate  parents, 
and  was  a  torment  to  all  thedomeftics.  Nothing, 
could  be  prepared  to  my  tafte  ;  and  I  con- 
ltantly  blamed  the  unlkilfulnefs  of  the  cooks.. 

“  One  of  them  came  one  day  to  juftify 
his  conduft.  *  See,’  faid  I,  overturning  the 
table,  and  treading  the  dilhes  under  my  fe^tr 
‘  there  is  the  eitimation  in  which  I  hold  your 
fkill  and  diligence.’  As  he  wanted  to  make 
a  reply,  1  threw  myfelf  upon  him  to  give 
him  a  hearty  beating.  His  cries  and  fcreams 
foon  brought  my  mother,  who  wiftied  to  tear 
from  me  the  perfon-  at  whom  I  was  offended^ 
She  even  ventured  to  add  blows  to  her  re¬ 
proofs  ;  and,  in  the  blindnefs1  of  my  fury,  I. 
unfortunately  (truck  her.  When  my  father 
arrived,  he  was  not  more  prudent,  and  I  was> 
at  length  put  in  chains.  I  recoiled!,  that, 
having  put  my  hand  acrofs  my  mouth,  it  was; 
covered  with  foam  :  In  (hort,  I  loft  my  re¬ 
collection,  and  only  recovered  it  to  behold 
myfelf  an  inhabitr.nt  of  this  mournful  abode. 
I  then  learned  that  I  was  kept  here  by  order 
of  Giafar,  the  Grand  Vifier. 

Many  months  have  now  elapfed  fince 
I  groaned  a  miferable  captive  in  this  place  ;  I 
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have  now  recovered  foundnefs  of  mind,  in' 
confequence  of  the  folitude,but  more  efpecially 
the  opportunity  of  indulging  my  unfortunate 
pafiion,  which  I  here  enjoy,  without  hearing 
the  perfon  whom  I  will  ever  love,  loaded  with 
imprecations. 

“  Here,  O  refpe&able  dervife  !  Iam  fway- 
ed  by  faanefs,  and  not  by  paflion,  and  can; 
difcover  in  myfelf  nothing,  for  which  1  ought 
to  be  detained  in  this  hofpital.  My  friends,. 
It  would  appear,  have  forgotten  me  ;  but  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Vifier,  whofe  orders 
are  here  followed,  to  infpecl  this  place,  and 
endeavour  to  bring  back  to  me  my  parents, 
fince  I  only  offended  by  one  lit  of  madnefs,. 
and  have  now  iufficiently  recovered  my  rea- 
fon  to  regulate  my  conduct.  This,  venerable 
dervife,  is  the  whole  of  my  hiftory.  All  my. 
confolation  is  the  Alcoran,  and  the  hope,, 
that  fome  time  or  other  the  Commander  of 
the  Faithful,  who  willies  to  fee  every  thing 
himfelf,  will  dirett  his  Heps  towards  this 
mournful  abode.  I  a  Ik  this  from  God  an 
hundred  times  a-day  ;  but,  alas  !  my  Tripli¬ 
cations  have  never  reached  his  throne.” 

“  Ceafe  not  to  pray,  my  dear  fon,”  re¬ 
plied  the  Caliph  $  “  you  will  foon  know  the 
efficacy  thereof,  and  your  requeft  will  be 
heard.”  After  thefe  words  of  confolation, 
Haroun  returned,  with  Giafar  and  Mcfrour, 

to 
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tt)  the  palace.  “  What  think  you,”  faid  the 
{  prince,  to  the  companions  of  his  adventures, 
of  the  ftory  which  has  now  been  related  ? 
You  were  at  hand,  and  muft  have  heard  eve¬ 
ry  thing  which  was  fpoken.”  “  I  think,” 
faid  Giafar,  “  that  this  young  man,  of  whom 
I  never  heard  before,  though  he  accufes  me 
of  being  the  caufe*  of  his  misfortunes,  has 
been  employing  his  invention  to  relate  to  you 
a  collection  of  dreams  or  falfehoods.”  “  It 
is  impoflible  that  every  thing  can  be  falfe  in 
his  relation,”  replied  the  Caliph  ;  “  and  I 
command  you  to  think  on  the  means  of  af- 
certaining  the  truth.  To-morrow,  I  expert 
to  hear  from  you.” 

Next  day  the  Grand  Vifier  gave  an  account 
of  the  plan  which  he  had  devifed  for  difcover- 
ing  what  truft  was  to  be  placed  in  the  hiftory 
and  complaints  of  Halechalbe.  “  Thofe  peo¬ 
ple,”  faid  the  minifter,  “  who  are  deranged 
in  their  mind,  are  never  confident  in  their 
accounts.  Let  your  highnefs  therefore  order 
the  young  man  to  be  brought  before  you;  and 
if  he  repeats  his  long  llory  in  the  fame  con¬ 
nection  he  did  yefterday,  and  without  vary¬ 
ing  its  circumfiances,  it  will  then  be  proper 
to  make  the  necefifary  inquiries  for  afcertain- 
ing  the  truth  of  the  facts.”  The  Vifier’s  o- 
pinion  was  highly  approved  of,  and  orders 
were  inftantly  given  to  go  for  Halechalbe. 

When 
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When  the  young  man  was  at  the  foot  of 
the  throne,  the  Caliph  thus  addrelfed  him : 
“  Halechalbe,  I  have  been  informed  that  you 
have  been  confined  in  bedlam,  by  a  feries  of 
the  mod  extraordinary  adventures  ;  recover 
your  fpirits,  and  be  afi'ured  that  I  am  anxious 
to  do  juftice  to  all  my  fubjeCts.  But  in  the 
relation  1  demand  from  you,  omit  no  circum- 
ilance,  and  confider  the  refpeCt  which  is  due 
to  truth,  and  to  my  prefence. ”  Halechalbe, 
feeing  the  prediction  of  the  dervife  fulfilled,  be¬ 
ing  infprred  with  confidence,  and  affe&ed  with 
his  fubjeft,  again  began  his  hiftory,  and  made 
not  the  {mailed  variations,  even  in  the  ex- 
preffions. 

Giafar  was  obliged  to  own  that  the  recital 
which  he  had  twice  heard,  bore  very  driking 
marks  of  veracity.  His  foie  object  now  was 
to  difcover  Halechalbe’s  beloved,  but  cruel 
enemy,  in  order  to  procure  judice  from  her 
towards  her  injured  hufband  ;  and  his  faga- 
city  foon  fuggefied  the  deps  which  vrere  pro¬ 
per  to  be  taken. 

By  calling  together  all  the  Cadis  in  Bag¬ 
dad,  in  order  to  learn  by  whom  the  contrafb 
had  been  drawn  up,  the  affair  would  be  in 
danger  of  being  divulged,  without  refolving  the 
difficulty  :  For,  if  any  of  them  had,  contrary 
to  law,  drawn  up  a  contrail  of  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary  a  nature,  he  would  not  readily  confefs 
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it ;  and  befides,  a  man  might  have  been  fub- 
orned  to  aft  the  part. 

.  If  Halechalbe’s  father  was  reconciled  to 
him,  and  perfuaded  again  to  entruft  his  fon 
with  the  management  of  his  trade,  it  was 
probable,  that  the  old  woman  would  be  go¬ 
ing  about  him,  were  it  only  from  curiofity  * 
and  fpies,  properly  placed,  might  apprehend, 
her,  and  force  her  to  difclofe  the  name  of 
her  mill  refs. 

The  Caliph  approved  the  fcheme,  and  the 
fyndick  was  immediately  fent  for.  This  un¬ 
fortunate  father,  ftill  f up  poling  that  his  fon 
was  totally  deranged  in  his  mind,  was  greatly 
aftonifhed  to  find  himfelf  in  his  company  at 
the  foot  of  the  Caliph’s  throne,  and,  ftill 
more,  to  fee  Halechalbe  treated  by  Haroun 
with  the  kindeft  attention. 

Upon  the  firft  propofal  of  a  reconciliation 
made  by  the  Grand  Vifier,  the  father  ftretch- 
ed  out  his  arms  to  receive  his  fon.  Mea- 
fures  were  then  agreed  upon  for  unravelling 
the  adventure,  and  Halechalbe’s  father  pro- 
mifed  to  execute  with  fidelity  the  orders 
which  he  received.  The  father  and  fon  re¬ 
turned  to  their  houfe,  after  having  received 
two  rich  robes  from  the  munificent  Caliph  ; 
and  next  day  Halechalbe  was  re-eftabliflied  in 
his  ftiop,  which  was  as  richly  furniflied  as 
before. 


The 
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The  young  man  endeavoured,  by  fubmift- 
flon,  kindnefs,  and  attention,-  to  make  his  pa¬ 
rents  forget  the  caufes  of  complaint  which  he 
had  given  them.  Though  ftill  inflamed  by 
love,  he  ftrove  to  conceal  from  them  its  ef¬ 
fects,  and  to  get  the  better  of  his  melancholy. 
He  yielded  to  it  only  when  free  from  every 
other  bufinefs,  and  when  left  to  himfelf  in 
folitude  and  retirement. 

Halechalbe’s  wife  did  not  long  enjoy  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  her  revenge.  Having  come  to 
ierious  reflection  on  her  condud:,  flie  blamed 
herfelf  for  the  exeefs  of  her  cruelty,  and  at 
length  became  uneafy  about  the  fate  of  the 
lover  whom  flie  had  treated  with  too  much 
feverity,  though  fhe  ftill  fuppofed  him  cri¬ 
minal  and  ungrateful.  Love  foon  regained 
the  empire  of  her  heart  $  and  though  flie 
flruggled  for  fome  days  againft  a  feeling  which 
fhe  durft  not  avow,  filence  at  length  became 
burdenfome  to  her,  and  (he  ordered  the  old 
woman,  as  if  folely  through  compaflion,  to 
make  inquiry  about  the  lituation  of  her  unfor¬ 
tunate  hulband. 

“  Alas,  madam  !”  anfwered  fhe,  “  my 
pity  for  him  led  me  to  his  father’s  houfe,  and 
X  there  learned  from  the  inhabitants  of  that 
quarter,  that  the  poor  young  man’s  life  was 
in  danger.” — u  His  life  in  danger  !”  replied 
the  lady  ;  Ah  !  unfortunate  that  I  am  !  I 
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Tiave  killed  the  only  man  in  the  world  I  ever 
loved,  or  can  love  1  Can  I  not  inform  him 
that  my  life  depends  upon  his  ?  but  every 
thing  prevents  me  from  doing  fo.  Go,  how¬ 
ever,  and  fpeedily  get  information  concerning 
him,  as  far  as  you  can,  confiftently  with  the 
fafety  of  my  honour.”  The  old  woman  re¬ 
ceived  the  order  wkh  great  pleafure,  and  for 
fome  time  was  able  to  give  her  miftrefs  good 
hopes  of  the  recovery  of  her  hufband’s  health. 
<But  her  inquiries  foon  became  fruitlefs  ;  for 
the  neighbours  were  altogether  lilent  concern¬ 
ing  Halechalbc,  from  the  moment  when  he 
was  privately  taken  to  bedlam  in  a  flate  of 
infanity. 

Her  miftrefs  now  yielded  to  defpair,  and 
fhut  herfelf  up  with  her  confident,  that  fhe 
might  indulge  her  forrow,  and  ftied  her  tears 
without  reftraint.  The  mufical  inftrument, 
which  had  formerly  been  employed  to  infult 
-over  the  misfortune  of  Halechalbe,  now  ferv- 
.ed  to  exprefs  her  own  complaints.  The  lady, 
quite  inconfolable,  could  no  longer  make  ver- 
fes,  as  fhe  was  wont  to  do,  when  infpired  by 
love  or  revenge  ;  but  only  uttered  a  few 
broken  words,  intermingled  with  fighs  and 
■tears. 

“  Alas  !”  faid  fhe,  u  he  flies  from  me; 
he  has  banilhed  himfelf  from  his  native  land 
on  my  account.  Go,  my  lover,  join  vrith 
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the  beads  of  the  foreft  ;  your  wife  is  more 
terrible  than  they.  Yes,  thou  doft  forget 
me :  It  is  a  confolation  which  I  (hall  never 
enjoy.”  •  *  * 

The  good  old  woman  was  one  day  traverfing 
the  city,  little  thinking  that  Ihe  would  have 
any  agreeable  news  to  carry  to  her  miftrefs, 
when,  as  (he  patted  through  the  quarter  where 
Halechalbe’s  (hop  was,  (he  obferved  it  open. 
Stopping  to  look,  at  it,  (lie  difeovered  the 
matter  himielf  feated  on  a  fofa,  and  loft  in 
deep  thought,  and  (he  determined  to  enter. 
As  foon  as  (lie  faw  him,  (he  wiftied  to  throw 
herfelf  into  his  arms,  and  Halechalbe  was 
running  to  meet  her,  whenever  he  perceived 
her  approaching ;  but  the  Grand  Vifier’s 
ipies,  who  had  not  loft  fight  of  the  (lave,  in- 
terpofed,  carried  off  the  woman,  and  conduct¬ 
ed  her  to  Giafar. 

Great  was  the  aftoni(hment  of  Giafar  to  find, 
that  the  woman  now  brought  before  him  was 
Nemana,  the  old  governefs  of  his  beloved 
daughter  Zeraide.  “Is  it  poflible,”  faid  he, 
“  that  you  whom  my  daughter  loads  with, 
her  kindnefs,  fhould  be  engaged  in  the  in¬ 
trigue  of  Halcchalbe’s  marriage?  Who  is  the 
woman  you  have  given  him  for  a  wife  ?”— 
O  my  prince  and  matter,”  anfwered  Ne¬ 
mana,  in  great  aftoniftiment  j  “  whom  could 
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3  ferve  but  your  daughter,  the  princefs  Ze- 
raide  ? 

Giafar  was  thunderstruck  when  he  learned 
that  his  daughter  had  married  without  his 
knowledge  and  confent  :  but  knowing  that 
the  Caliph  was  very  anxious  to  get  this  af¬ 
fair  unravelled,  inltead  of  returning  to  his 
awn  palace  to  get  an  explanation  from  Ze- 
ra’ide,  he  inftantly  repaired  to  the  Coraman- 
•der  of  the  Faithful,  folio  wed  by  Neman  a, 
and  the  lpies  whom  he  had  fent  in  purfuit  of 
her. 

“  Wife  prince  !”  faid  he,  “  the  old  wo¬ 
man  who  was  concerned  in  Halechalbe’s  mar¬ 
riage  has  been  found  :  She  is  at  the  door, 
and  I  have  put  fome  queftions  to  her.  Halc- 
chalbe’s  wife,”  continued  the  Vilier,  “  has  on-- 
ly  availed  herfelf  of  the  law  delivered  in 
the  Alcoran,  by  chaftifing  her  hufband,  who 
was  furprifed  in  a  fault  worthy  of  punifli- 
ment.  The  duties  of  hufband  and  wife  are 
reciprocal  ;  and  Halechalbe  had  received  the 
carefles  of  a  ftrange  woman.” 

“  I  think,”  faid  Haroun,  “you  drain  the  ex- 
preHions  of  the  law;  you  make  it  too  fangui- 
nary,  and  you  would  expofe  a  great  many  in 
Bagdad  to  danger,  if  the  right  of  doing  them- 
felves  jultice  was  granted  to  all  who  really 
are,  or  think  themtelves  injured  in  this  rs- 
fpeft  ” 
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“  Marriages  of  every  kind,”  replied  the 
V Tier,  “  will  not  admit  of  the  rigorous  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  law  ;  but,  when  the  lady  who 
is  married,  while  {he  fuby  £ls  herfelf  to  the 
law  in  all  its  rigour,  has  it  likewife  in  her 
power  to  demand  the  fame  fubjeCtion  from  the 
man  whom  fhe  is  to  marry,  and  this  condition 
is  freely  accepted,  the  injured  perfon,  in  aven¬ 
ging  herfelf,  only  makes  ufe  of  her  legal 
right.” 

“  Notwithflanding  all  your  fine  arguments,” 
faid  Havoun,  “I  am  fl ill  inclined  to  favour  the 
unfortunate  Halechalbe  :  it  yet  remains  that  I  be 
informed  of  the  name  cf  the  w6man  in  whofe 
caufe  you  are  fo  eloquent.”  “  She  is  my  daugh¬ 
ter,  anfvvered  the  Vilier  in  great  confufion. 
“  You  have  now,”  replied  the  Caliph,  “  let  me 
into  the  fecret ;  I  fee  that  the  multiplicity  of 
my.  affairs  makes  you  neglect  your  own,  and 
renders  you  perfectly  ignorant , of -what  paf- 
fe 5  in  your  own  houfe.  Marriages  are  con¬ 
tracted,  and  men’s  lives  difpofed  of,  without 
your  knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter.  Ima¬ 
gine  tli e  ccnfequences  which  would  refult 
from  allowing  an  arm  directed  by  paflion  to 
execute  a  rigorous  law-  1  know  the  rights 
which  are  affirmed  by  women  in  cafes  of  un¬ 
equal  marriages.  If  conveniency  and  pru¬ 
dence,  thofe  powerful  directors  of  human  con- 
-duCt,  fometimes  oblige  them  to  give  their 
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hand  to  one  of  an  inferior  ftation,  then  tliev 
may  avail  themfelves  of  thefe  rights  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  extent ;  they  are  a  fort  of  compenfation 
for  the  facrifice  which  they  make.  But  this 
is  not  the  cafe  with  your  daughter,  who  has 
made  no  facrifice  but  to  her  own  tafie  ;  and  the 
fon  of  the  chief  of  trade  is  in  every  refpeft 
become  her  equal.  He  loves  and  adores  her, 
notwithftanding  all  the  cruelty  which  fhe  has 
exercifed  againft  him,  and  fhe  would  certain¬ 
ly  be  too  happy  in  having  him  again  for  her 
hufband.  You  well  know,  that  with  one  word 
I  can  make  my  meaneft  fubjedt  a  prince.  I 
will  raife  Halechalbe’s  father  to  that  dignity, 
from  a  principle  of  juflice  ;  and  I  will  take 
care  of  the  fon,  from  regard  to  himfelf,  and  to 
you  ;  find  out  the  name  of  the  Cadi  who  drew 
up  the  contract,  and  why  he  ventured  to  do  fo 
without  your  confent,  fince  without  that  the 
deed  would  be  void  ;  take  care  that  nothing 
be  wanting  in  the  form.’* 

After  this  diicourfe  with  his  Vifier,  the 
Caliph  ordered  Halechalbe  to  approach  : 
“  Young  man,”  laid  he,  “  your  wife  fnali 
be  reflored  to  you,  and  you  fhall  have  it  in 
your  power  either  to  pardon  or  punifli  her. 
She  is  my  Grand  Vifier’s  daughter  ;  but  no¬ 
thing  ought  to  have  any  influence  in  prevent¬ 
ing  you  from  following  the  inclinations  of 
your  heart,  and  the  di&ates  of  your  mind. 
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“  O  Commander  of  the  Faithful  exclaim¬ 
ed  the  young  Halechalbe,  “  can  I  retain  any 
refer.trnent  agair.il  the  perion  who  is  dearer  to 
me  than  lift?  I  afpire  alter  nothing  but  the 
happinefs  of  feeing  her  again,  and  if  I  can 
once  more  gain  her  heart,  and  the  confent  of 
her  father,  I  vow  to  both,  love  2nd  adechon, 
which  will  terminate  only  with  my  exift- 
tnce.” 

“  Giafar,”  replied  the  Caliph,  “  I  recom¬ 
mend  the  intereits  of  your  daughter  and  fon- 
in-law'  to  your  care  ;  henceforth  confider  him 
as  a  man  connecled  with  my  fervice,  and  for 
whom  I  mean  to  provide.” 

The  Grand  Vilier  returned  to  his  palace, 
holding  Halechalbe  by  the  hand,  and  follow¬ 
ed  by  the  old  woman,  who  perceiving  herfelf 
at  liberty,  foon  made  her  efcape  to  go  and  in¬ 
form  her  mi  ft  refs  of  the  vifit  which  Ihe  might 
cxi  cel  to  receive.  The  Vifier,  whom  fhe 
had  outrun,  at  length  arrived  at  his  houfe* 
Zcraide  arofe  to  meet  him,  and  to  give  the 
ufual  mailcs  of  her  attachment  and  rcfpccl;  but 
a  ftgnal  with  Ids  hand,  and  a  look  of  feverity, 
forced  her  to  dclift. 

“  Supprefs  thefe  demonftrations  of  attach¬ 
ment,”  laid  Glafar  ;  “  there  can  be  no  love 
without  confidence,  aiul  no  rcfpetl  without 
obedience.  You  firil  married  without  my 
ot ;  and  then,  in  a  fit  of  delirium,  abufing 
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the  authority  which  I  gave  you  over  my  fer- 
vants,  you  went  to  the  moft  criminal  excels 
againlt  your  hufband,  and  committed  a  crime 
which  expofed  us  to  the  wrath  of  the  Caliph. 
When  you  gave  your  hand  to  the  fon  of  the- 
chief  of  trade  at  Bagdad,  a  man  eltecmed  and 
refpe6ted  by  every  body,  and  valued  even 
by  the  Caliph  himfelf,  did  you  think  that 
you  was  entering  into  a  connection  with  the 
meaneft  Have  ?  And  if  the  life  even  of  thefe  is 
to  be  fpared,  how  could  you  imagine  that  you. 
might  difpofe  of  your  lnifband’s  according  to 
your  pleafure  and  caprice  ?  I  have  brought 
him  to  you  ;  he  is  your  mailer,  and  in  li is  turn 
has  your  life  in  his  power.  Fall  at  his 
feet ;  and  be  allured  that  you  can  never  regain 
my  efleem,  unlefs  you  obliterate  from  bis 
mind,  by  fubmiflion  and  obedience,  the  unde- 
ferved  and  cruel  treatment  which  he  has  re¬ 
ceived.” 

While  the  Vilier  was  fpeaking,  the  trem¬ 
bling  Zeraide  would  have  fallen  dead  at  his 
feet,  if  Ihe  had  not  perceived  in  the  eyes  of 
Halechalbe,  fomething  more  than  companion 
for  the  confufion  to  which  Ihe  was  reduced. 
With  pleafure  did  hie  throw  herlelf  at  his 
feet,  and  killed  them  with  tranfport.  The 
young  hufband,  happy  beyond  expreiBon,  hav¬ 
ing  raifed  Zerai’de,  embraced  her;  andforfome 
moments  their  tears  were  mingled  together. 

A  a  3  Thin 
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This  affecting  fcene  made  an  impreffion  on 
Giafar,  who  was  paflionately  fond  of  liis 
daughter:  the  lather  and  the  minifter  were  at 
once  difarmed.  But  the  Cadi  mull  be  called 
to  correct  the  irregularity  in  the  contra#  of 
marriage.  He  learned  that  his  name  was 
Yaleddin,  and  ordered  him  to  be  inftantly 
^ent  for. 

Yaleddin  arrived,  and  did  not  allow  Giafar 
time  to  alk  why  he  agreed  to  marry  Zer/ide 
in  private,  and  without  the  concurrence  of  any 
one  but  the  young  lady.  “  Your  daughter,” 
laid  thfe  judge,  “  lent  for  me,  and  difeovered 
the  excefs  of  her  paflion.  I  thought  it  my  dury 
to  fulfil  her  wifhes,  that  I  might  prevent, 
though  by  an  irregular  proceeding  on  my  part, 
a  condu#  Hill  more  irregular  in  her.  She 
propofed  that  I  Ihould  be  her  guardian  ;  and 
having  undertaken  this  character,  and  not 
condemning  her  choice,  I  believed  I  was  do¬ 
ing  an  important  fervice  to  this  fond  couple  ; 
and  I  plainly  forefaw,  that  one  day  it  would 
not  meet  your  difapprobation. 

Giafar,  inllead  of  (hewing  difiatisfaftion, 
generoufly  exprefled  his  gratitude  to  the  Cadi  ; 
but  ordered  the  Have  Zaliza  to  be  delivered 
to  him,  that  Ihe  might  be  punillied,  after  a 
confeflion  (hould  be  extorted  from  her,  of  the 
odious  flratagem  which  (lie  had  employed  for 
feparating  her  miftrefs  and  her  hufband. 


The 


ARABIAN  TALES, 


*% 

The  happy  pair  were  then  left  to  them- 
felves,  after  the  Vifier  had  allured  Halechalbe 
that  he  would  be  as  dear  to  him  as  his  own 
fon.  Magnificent  feafts  were  afterwards  given  f 
that  all  poflible  fplendour  might  accompany 
an  union  authorifed  and  approved  by  the  Ca- 
■  liph,  and  which  diffufed  joy  among  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Bagdad. 

Thus  did  Halechalbe  pafs  almofl  unexpect¬ 
edly  from  bedlam  to  that  honourable  eleva¬ 
tion  to  which  he  was  raifed  by  the  Caliph 
Haroun,  and  from  the  moil  mournful  of  all 
fituations  to  the  higheft  degree  of  happinefs. 

Schahriar,  perceiving  that  the  (lory  of  Ha¬ 
lechalbe  was  finifhed,  expreiTed  the  pleafure 
which  it  had  given  him,  and  praifed  the  ex¬ 
cellent  conduCt  of  the  Caliph.  He  inveighed 
bitterly  againft  the  abufe  which  women  make 
of  the  little  authority  they  are  allowed  to  en¬ 
joy.  Scheherazade  was  too  prudent  to  dif- 
pute  this  opinion  openly,  but  indireCtly  tried 
to  weaken  its  force,  and  to  prove  that  it  was 
too  general.  “  Sire,,y  replied  fhe,  “  I  have 
flill  many  memorable  adventures  to  relate  of 
the  Great  Caliph  Haroun  and  his  family  ;  I 
know  fome  which  happened  to  him  at  a  very 
advanced  age,  and  which  will  give  you  a  fine 
idea  of  this  miracle  of  iuflice  and  prudence  : 
but  they  are  long,  and  I  have  need  to  recal 
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the  fa&s  to  my  memory,  for  they  are  equally^ 
interefling  and  extraordinary.  In  the  mean 
time,  if  your  Majefty  will  condefcend,  like 
the  great  Haroun  himfelf,  to  amufe  yourfelf 
for  a  moment  with  a  popular  flory,  which 
was  formerly  thought  very  entertaining,  I  will 
relate  to  you  that  of  Xailoun,  fur  named  the 
Jimpleton.  It  is  full  proverbial  at  Damns, 
where  it  is  every  day  recited  by  the  vulgar. 

The  Sultan,  who  was  convinced  that  a  flo- 
ry  related  by  his  beautiful  fpoufe,  could  not 
bnt  be  amuling,  however  low  the  fubje£t,  re- 
quefted  her  to  begin  immediately  ;  and  Sche- 
herazade  thus  refumed  her  difcourfe* 


‘She  Simpleton  :  or,  the  Story  of  Xailoutt. 

There  lived  at  Bagdad  a  young  man  of  file¬ 
name  of  Xailoun,  born  of  genteel  parents,  but 
left  an  orphan,  with  little  or  no  fortune,  at  a 
very  early  period  of  life.  His  fhort  thick, 
make  indicated  a  robud  conftitutiori  ;  and  the 
features  of  his  face  would  have  been  fufficient- 
]y  agreeable,  if  they  had  not  been  totally  def- 
titute  of  exprcflion.  Being  void  of  under- 
Handing,  aud  moreover  of  a  very  foft  difpofi* 
tion,  he  ferved,  from  his  infancy,  as  a  laugh¬ 
ing  flock  to  his  companions.  As  foon  as  he 
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had  patted  the  age  of  puberty,  his  friends,  pre¬ 
fuming  that  a  woman  of  fenfe  would  be  able 
tc  govern  him,  and  make  him  at  lead  an  ho¬ 
ned  man,  determined  to  marry  him,  and  cauf- 
ed  him  take  to  wife  a  girl  two  years  older 
than  himfelf,  but  wife,  prudent,  and  of  a  lla- 
tion  equal  to  hi3  own. 

Oitoha,  Xailoun’s  wife,  foon  perceived  the 
defeats  of  her  hufband’s  character.  1  his  la¬ 
zy  idle  fellow  fell  afleep  as  foon  as  he  had  fil¬ 
led  his  belly,  and  awoke  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe  but  again  to  fatisfy  his  hunger.  If  he 
ever  beflirred  himfelf  at  all,  it  was  only  to 
ramble  through  the  city,  and  thrurt  himfelf 
into  the  crowd,  looking  at  every  thing,  but 
feeing  nothing.  This  itupid  imprudence  was 
the  caufe  of  his  being  olien  roughly  treated  j 
and  he  frequently  returned  home  with  a 
bloody  mou.h  or  a  black  eye.  This  grieved 
Oitbha;  for  ihe  really  loved  her  hufband,  as, 
notwithftanding  his  gluttony,  lloth,  and  ex¬ 
treme  fimplicity,  he  was  harmlefs  and  good- 
natured. 

While  Xailoun  led  this  manner  of  life,  his 
affairs  went  to  ruin  :  he  fpent  his  little  patri¬ 
mony  in  ina&ivity  and  doth  j  and  he  inlcn- 
fibly  fell  into  a  Hate  of  the  greatefl  imbecil- 
lity.  Oitbha  had  tried  perfuafion,  remon- 
Itrance,  and  reproof,  to  make  him  alter  his 

conduCt ; 
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conduct:  She  wiilied  to  fubjeft  him  at  leafr 
to  a  little  labour,  that  Ibe  might  begin  by  de¬ 
grees  to  put  him  on  the  way  of  gaining  his 
livelihood  :  but  all  her  attempts  were  vain  j 
and  it  was  impoliible  to  get  hita  to  do  a  An¬ 
gle  thing. 

One  day,  he  was  at  length  prevailed  on  bjr 
the  force  of  intreaties  to  go  and  fpread  out 
fome  linen  to  dry  in  the  fun.  Oitbha,  upon  going 
foon  after  to  fee  if  he  had  performed  his  talk,, 
found  him  lying  ftretched  on  the  ground  in 
clofe  converfation  with  a  kardouon  *,  which- 
was  fitting  on  a  heap  of  ftones.  Xailoun  was 
fpeaking,  and  the  little  animal  feemed  to  an- 
fwer  him  by  the  ufual  fignal  with  its  head* 
In  the  mean  time,  the  linen  had  fallen  to  the 
ground. 

i  “  What  are  you  about  there  ?”  faid  Oit¬ 
bha, - “  I  am  talking  with  my  coufin.,r 

- “  Is  the  kardouon  your  coufin  Yes 

it  is  and  then  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  a- 
nimal,  “  are  not  you  my  coufin,  kardouon 
The  animal  replied  by  its  ufual  inclination  of 
the  head.  Oitbha,  who  was  naturally  of  a 
very  hafty  temper,  loft  all  patience,  fnatched 
up  a  branch  of  turpentine  tree,  which  was  at 

hand, 

*  The  Kardouon  is  a  little  animal  of  about  14  inches 
long,  refembling  in  fliapc  the  crocadile  of  the  Nile.  When 
it  is  lo.cjked  at,  it  moves  its  head  up  and  down,  as  when  we 
exprefs  our  afloat  to  any  thing.  It  xs  quite  harmlefs.. 
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■hand,  and  bellowed  three  or  four  blows  on 
Xailoun,  who  looked  at  her  with  a  ftupid 
air,  and  then  haflened  to  take  up,  and  fpread 
out  the  linen. 

Oitbha  thus  reflected  with  herfelf :  44  We 
will  foon  have  a  young  family  :  My  own  la¬ 
bour  is  inefficient  to  maintain  myfelf,  my 
•children,  and  this  fat  iluggard.  Since  I  can 
make  myfelf  dreaded  by  him,  I  mud  cure 
him  of  this  fault  of  lazinefs  :  He  is  flrong, 
and  I  will  oblige  him  to  work  for  his  iub- 
liftence.” 

Having  thus  reafoned  with  herfelf ;  as  foon 
■as  Xailoun  returned,  fhe  took  up  the  rod  of 
turpentine  tree,  made  him  derange  the  little 
furniture  which  was  in  the  houfe,  and  then 
put  it  in  order  again.  If  he  flopped  one  mo¬ 
ment,  a  ffiower  of  blows  defccnded  on  his 
head.  Xailoun  obeyed  ;  but  whenever  the 
work  was  finiflied,  he  made  his  efcape,  went 
to  faunter  through  Bagdad,  and  did  not  re¬ 
turn  till  very  late,  and  after  having  been 
very  ill  treated.  He  had  foolifhly  engaged 
in  a  fquabble,  and  had  come  off  with  forne 
blows. 

Oitbha,  when  (he  faw  that  the  turpentine 
fwitch  was  not  fufficient  to  eftabliffi  all  the 
authority  which  it  was  neceffary  for  her  to 
poffefs,  took  a  flick. 
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,u  Whence  come  your”  faid  fhe;  u  I  will 
teach  you  to  go  out  without  my  permifTion, 
and  to  get  yourfelf  lamed  in  this  manner." 
At  the  fame  time  applying  twenty  ftrokes  of* 
the  flick  to  his  fhoulders,  fhe  made  him  fit 
down,  and  dreffed  the  wounds  which  he  had 
received  on  his  hands  and  face. 

When  this  was  done,  fhe  put  him  to  bed. 
“  Take  repofe  now,”  faid  (he;  “  and  to-mor¬ 
row  we  fhall  fee  things  m  quite  a  different 
light.  You  mud  abfolutely  change  your  way 
of  living,  flothful  and  fimple  as  you  are,  or 
elfe  we  will  die  with  hunger  and  vexation. 
You  mull  labour  in  order  to  live  :  You  are 
fat  and  flrong  ;  you  mud  go  and  feek  work, 
in  Bagdad;  and  if  you  do  not  bring  home  the 
profits  thereof,  the  flick  fhall  go  its  ufuaL 
round.” 

Xailoun  went  to  fleep,  very  much  dejedled, 
faying  to  himfelf ;  “  1  fhall  have  a  beating, 
if  I  don’t  change  my  way  of  living;  and  how 
fhall  I  alcer  myfelf,  fo  as  to  be  Xailoun  no 
longer  ?”  Next  day  Oitbha  faw  that  her  huf- 
band  was  fl ill  much  bruifcd  with  the  flrokes 
he  had  received  the  night  before.  She  drefs- 
ed  his  wounds,  and  faid  to  him,  “  Confider 
Well,  booby,  and  lay  your  account  with  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  alteration  in  your  conduct.” 

•  V 

Every  mark  of  the  ill  treatment  which  this 
had  met  with,  being  at  length  gone, 

his 
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Ills  wife  made  him  rife.  “  Get  out  of  the 
houfe,”  faid  (he  ;  “  go  and  hire  yourfelf  a3 
a  day-labourer  to  fome  matter  in  Bagdad; 
there  is  no  bread  for  you  here  ;  and  if  you 
return  without  bringing  any,  this  (lick  which 
you  fee  here,  fliall  welcome  you  home  every 
day,  till  you  are  entirely  changed.” 

Xailoun’s  memory  was  Co  weak,  that  he  could 
only  retain  the  laft  words  he  heard.  He  muff 
bring  home  bread,  and  return  quite  changed, 
otherwife  "the  fmart,  which  he  flill  felt  on 
his  fhoulders,  told  him  that  he  would  be  a- 
gain  faluted  with  a  beating. 

As  he  pafled  before  the  houfe  of  a  baker, 
the  bread,  Which  they  had  taken  out  of  the 
oven,  happened  to  be  placed  in  the  tent.  Its 
colour,  fhape,  and  fine  flavour,  whetted  his 
appetite  ;  befides,  being  winter,  it  was  very 
cold,  and  the  heat  which  came  from  the 
oven,  farther  attra&ed  him,  for  he  was  but 
fparingly  clothed. 

The  (lout  and  ruddy  baker  was  feated  near 
dais  oven,  and  had  a  look  of  profperity  which 
was  very  engaging  :  The  lads  who  worked  at 
the  trough,  and  who  were  d  re  fled  with  great 
neatnefs,  prefented  a  pi&ure  of  cheerfulnefs, 
health,  and  happinefs. 

“  Oh  !’’  faid  Xailoun,  “  if  I  could  but 
get  into  this  ihop,  my  bufinefs  would  be  done; 
here  is  the  bread  which  1  am  ordered  to  pio- 
Vol.  I.  B  b  c  ujre 
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cure  for  myfelf.  If  I  could  eat  this  good 
bread  for  eight  days  only,  I  would  become 
fat  and  ruddy  like  thefe  people;  and  then,  how 
changed  I  would  be  !” 

After  this  reflexion,  he  went-  into  the  fhop. 
The  baker  looked  at  him,  and,  from  his  ro- 
buft  appearance,  fuppofing  him  to  be  a  jour¬ 
neyman  wanting  work,  thus  add  reded  him  : 
“  What  do  you  want,  friend  ?  Are  you  feek- 
ing  employment  ?  Will  you  aiUft  me  in  my- 
work  ?” 

“  Yes,  with  all  my  heart,”  faid  Xailoun. 
“  Then  take  this  pruning  hook,  untie  this 
bundle  of  faggots,  and  cut  branches,  fo  as  to 
fupply  me,  in  proportion  as  I  put  them  into 
the  oven.” 

Xailoun  fat  down,  and  performed  the 
work.  The  hour  of  dinner  arrived,  and  they 
gave  him  one  of  thofe  loaves  which  he  had  fo 
much  coveted.  The  baker  learned  that  his 
new  workman  had  a  wife  and  children.  In 
the  evening,  when  he  difmiffed  him,  he  gave 
him  three  ether  loaves  for  them,  and  thus 
fent  him  joyful  ho/ne. 

Oitbha  received  him  gracioufly  ;  and  when 
l'he  knew  what  he  had  gained,  “  you  fee,” 
faid  (he,  u  that  by  undergoing  a  little  trou¬ 
ble,  one  can  gain  their  bread.  Think  feri- 
oufly,  therefore,  of  working  every  day  for 

your 
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your  fubfiftence,  and  of  wholly  changing  your 
conduct. 

Next  day  Xailoun  would  have  dept  too 
long;  but  Oitbha  awoke  him  with  her  fwitch. 
“  Go,”  faid  fhe,  “  fet  out  to  the  (hop,  or  I’ll 
take  the  dick.” 

Xailoun  drefled  himfelf  very  quickly  : 

Ah  1”  faid  he ;  “  when  diall  I  be  changed, 
fo  as  to  hear  no  more  of  the  dick?”  and  then 
betook  himfelf  to  his  work. 

It  was  not  eight  days  fince  he  had  taken- 
this  bufinefs  in  hand;  and  their  little  manfion 
was  plentifully  provided  with  necelTaries* 
Every  morning,  reproofs  were  not  fpared,  and 
fometimes  the  dick  was  produced,  when  he 
appeared  duller  than  ufual. 

Xailoun,  however,  no  longer  found  the 
bread  fo  good  as  it  was  the  fird  day.  He 
-  could  not  poflibly  be  changed  ;  for  his  wife 
dill  fcolded  and  beat  him  every  morning; 

and  it  feemed  hard,  that  he  who  was  fo  fend 

% 

of  fauntering  about  the  dreets  of  Bagdad, 
fhould  be  confined  like  a  prifoner  at  the  mouth 
of  an  oven,  and  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  deep 
long  in  the  morning. 

He  agreed  in  his  own  mind,  that  this  fort 
of  change  w'as  worth  nothing,  and  that  he 
ought  to  find  out  feme  other. 

His  wife  awoke  him  in  the  rr.orninp1,  with 
her  ufual  adidant  :  **  Arife  quickly;  begone  ; 

•  B  b  i  go 
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go  and  gain  wherewith  to  live,  and  bring 
fometliing  home,  or  you  lhall  receive  a  beat¬ 
ing  at  your  return.  We  (hall  never  live  to¬ 
gether  as  hufband  and  wife,  till  you  alter 
your  conduct. 

“  That  is  well,”  faid  Xailoun  in  a  low 
voice  ;  “  but  behold  me  already  changed  in¬ 
to  a  prifoner;  and  the  alteration  does  not  a- 
gree  with  me  at  all  :  I  will  go  in  fearch  of 
fome  other.”  At  the  fame  time,  fie  began 
to  run  through  all  Bagdad,  without  fo  much 
a.  knowing  what  he  tought  for. 

Conftantly  wandering  about,  he  came  at 
laft  to  the  Ihcp  of  Seydi  Haflan,  a  native  of 
Tamas,  the  mod  famous  cook  in  all  Bagdad. 
It  was.  beautifully  lituated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Daggiala. 

Under  the  tent*,  before  the  houfe,  was  a 
large  plate  covered  with  a  pyramid  of  rice, 
feafor.ed  with  the  mod.  codlyr  fpices,  and  fur- 
roundsd  with  minced  meats,  all  drefled  in  a 
manner  equally  neat  and  delicate.  The  ex- 
quifite  odour  of  this  didi  roufed  Xailoun. 

He  faw  in  this  fame  diop  dx  young  men 
bufy  at  work,  admirably  well  d reded,  charm¬ 
ingly  beautiful.;  and  they  all  appeared  to  him 
to  be  cheerful,  and  in  good  health.  He  did 
not  think  it  at  all  extraordinary,  "that  people', 

who 
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who  had  fuoh  excellent  pilau  at  their  com- 
mandf,  fhould  enjoy  fo  many  advantages  ;  and 
lie  perfuaded  himfelf,  that,  by  living  like  . 
them,  he  would  very  foon  have  the  fame  ap¬ 
pearance.  But  it  was  firft  neceffary  to  fpeak 
to  the  cook,  that  he  might  obtain  permiflion 
to  work  in  his  Ihop.  Hunger,  and  the  de¬ 
fire  of  changing,  confpired  to  make  Xailoun 
eloquent.  “  Have  you,”  faid  he  to  Seydi 

Halfan,  “  any  employment  for  me?” - 

“  That  is  never  wanting  here,”  faid  the  cook. 

“  Go  to  my  lads;  they  will  find  employment 
for  you.” 

Xailoun  was  inflantly  fet  to  work.  They 
gav^  him  for  dinner  fragments  of  every  kind 
in  great  abundance.  He  filled  and  duffed 
himfelf,  not  doubting  but  he  had  at  laid  fallen 
upon  the  only  method  of  bringing  about  the  . 
alteration,  to  which  he  afpired. 

After  dinner,  lie  refumed  his  work,  which 
was  not  at  all  burdenfome  to  him.  He  was 
employed  in  covering  the  tables  for  thofe  who 
came  to  eat  at  the  cook’s  Ihop,  in  ^letting  and 
removing  the  difiies,  and  in  clearing  the  tables. 

In  the  evening,  he  returned  home  with  a 
whole  pyramid  ot  fragments  on  a  large  plate. 

It  was  pretty  late  before  he.  arrived,  and 
Oitbha  was  uneafy  about  him  ;  but  when  flic 

B  b  3  faw 
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faw  him  return  loaded  with  fo  much  pro- 
vifion,  and  not  bringing  any  bread  from  his 
matter  the  baker,  fhe  doubted  not  but  that 
lie  had  been  traverfing  the  city,  as  ufual,  and 
had  ftolen,  fome  where  or  other,  the  plate 
and  its  contents. 

“  Whence  come  you,  vagabond  ?”  faid  (be  : 
“  Where  did  you  get  this  plate,  you  robber  ?’* 
Some  pretty  fevere  blows  with  the  flick,  ac¬ 
companied  thefe  pleafing  addrefles  with  which 
he  was  received.  Xailoun  informed  her  that 
not  finding  himfelf  difpofed  to  live  a  pri- 
foner  by  the  fide  of  an  oven,  he  wifhed  to. 
change  for  the  better ;  and  for  this  reafon  had 
gone  to  work  with  Seydi  Hafian. 

44  They  could  never  have  given  you  all 
that,”  replied  Oitbha  ;  “  come  along  with  me; 
I  would  not  have  us  taken  for  robbers.”  So 
f  iying,  Hie  threw  her  veil  about  her,  caufed. 
Xailoun  follow  her  with  the  plate,  and  haft, 
ened  to  the  cook’s  fliop. 

Seydi  was  flruck  with  fuch  lingular  fideli¬ 
ty.  He  added  fome  farther  prefents  of  the 
fame  kind,  and  fent  the  good  people  home. 

Xailoun  was  now  happy  for  fome  time,  go¬ 
ing  every  day  to  Seydi’s  fhop,  eating  when¬ 
ever  his  appetite  urged  him,  and  always 
bringing  home  abundance  for  his  family.  He 
never  received  blows  or  reproofs,  provided  he 
rofe  early  m  the  morning  ;  but  if  he  failed  to 
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do  fo,  he  found  himfelf  continually  expofed  to 

them.  He  had  taken  it  into  his  head  that  he 
mutt  be  altered  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  be  alto¬ 
gether  unknown  to  his  wife.  In  hopes  of  this, 
he  eat  as  much  as  he  could,  in  order  to  be¬ 
come  fat  and  ruddy,  like  the  other  lads  be¬ 
longing  to  the  cook  ;  and  he  went  very  often 
to  view  himfelf  in  the  mirror  which  was  in 
the  fhop,  and  obferve  if  he  was  not  grown  a 
little  fatter. 

One  day  Seydi  Haflan  having  obferved  him* 
afked,  What  he  was  doing  there  ?  I  am  look¬ 
ing  to  know  whether  1  am  changed,  replied 
Xailoun.  At  the  fame  time  he  felt  firlt  his  face, 
and  then  his  clothes,  alternately ;  and  then 
lhrugged  up  his  fhoulders  as  a  mark  of  dif- 
content. 

“  You  would  wifh  to  change,  then  ?”  faid 
Seydi  ;  “  Yes,”  replied  Xailoun.  “  This, 

then,  is  the  proper  time  for  doing  fo,  if  you 
have  a  mind  ;  I  can  change  your  poll;  my  fcul- 
lion  is  dead,  and  you  may  take  his  place.” 

“  Shall  I  have  his  clothes  alfo  ?”  faid  Xai¬ 
loun.  “  Undoubtedly,”  replied  Seydi  ;  “  that 
is  underftood.”  “  Come  then,  let  me  change 
quickly,  for  it  is  now  a  long  time  fince  I  have 
prayed  every  day  to  God  that  I  might  be- 
changed.” 

It  was  an  excellent  amufement  for  the  people 
in  the  fhop,  to  drefs  the  new  kitchen-boy  in  hii- 
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livery  clothes  ;  but  Xailoun  could  not  exprefs 
the  joy  he  felt  in  thinking  that  he  was  foon  go¬ 
ing  to  be  changed,  and  to  refemble  the  other 
fervants  of  Seydi  Haffan. 

The  difagrccable  fmell  alone  might  have 
warned  him  of  'the  difadvantage  of  his  new 
drefs  ;  but  he  was  incapable  of  attending  to  more 
than  one  idea  at  a  time.  He  was  now  drelTed 
in  a  greafy  frock,  from  head  to  foot,  and  co¬ 
vered  with  a  dirty  apron;  he  was  conducted 
to  the  link  in  the  kitchen,  where  they  gave 
him  the  diihes  and  kettles  to  fcour  ;  but  from, 
want  of  dexterity  and  pradlice,  he  bedaubed 
his -own  face  and  hands  with  almoft  as  much 
dirt  and  nadinefs  as  came  from  the  kettles. 

Something  was  brought  to  him  to  eat,  and 
he  acquitted  himfelf  to  admiration.  New 
work  was  given  him  ;  and  hejvRS  eager  to  fi- 
nifh  it,  that  he  might  go  and  examine  in  the 
glafs  the  happy  clftcl  of  the  change  which  had 
been  produced.  As  he  looked,  he  was  terri¬ 
fied  at  himfelf,  run  out  of  the  fliop,  and  made 
his  efcape,  laying,  “  My  God  !  my  God  !  I 
alked  to  be  changed,  but  it  was  neither  into  a 
prifoner,  nor  a  kitchen- boy  :  however/’  faid 
he  to  himfelf,  “  this  change  may  perhaps  con¬ 
ceal  me  from  my  wife,  and  prevent  me  from 
being  beaten.  I'll  away  to  the  houfe.” 

II  e  came  to  the  door,  running  all  the  way, 
2nd  with  nothing  in  his  hands.  When  Oitblia 
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faw  fuch  a  horrid  figure  enter  her  houfe,  die 
took  up  the  dick,  in  order  to  defend  herfelf, 
and  drive  out  the  monder.  At  length  (he 
difcovered  by  the  voice  and  beard,  that  it  was 
Xailoun  :  but  this  only  led  her  to  ply  her 
blows  the  harder,  and  with  fo  much  more  rea- 
fon,  that  Hie  had  nothing  for  fupper,  and  he 
had  brought  nothing  to  eat.  Oiibha  put  him 
to  bed,  carried  back  the  kitchen-boy’s  livery 
to  Seydi’s  houfe  ;  and  having  there  got  the  ac¬ 
count  of  her  hulband’s  metamorpholis,  return¬ 
ed  in  very  bad  humour.  Unlefs  Xailoun  re¬ 
turned  to  the  cook,  he  muft  to-morrow  find 
another  mailer,  otherwife  he  might  expedt  the 
fevered  treatment  ;  he  would  not  even  be  al¬ 
lowed  draw  to  deep  upon. 

Xailoun  was  again  traverfing  the  dreets  of 
Bagdad  in  fearch  of  employment  and  of  a 
change.  Near  one  of  the  larged  mofques,  he 
obferved  a  padry  fliop,  wherein  much  greater 
neatnefs  prevailed,  than  in  that  of  the  cook. 
The  workmen  who  made  the  pade,  had  their 
arms  naked  up  to  the  elbow,  and  difplayeda 
frefii,  plump,  white  Ikin,  fuch  as  Xailoun  was 
ambitious  to  pofiefs.  The  nouriftiing  padiies 
to  which  they  were  indebted  for  this  fredinels, 
were  fet  out  under  the  tent  before  the  door, 
and  diffufed  an  agreeable  fmell  fufticient  to 
roufe  appetites  lefs  keen  than  that  of  Xailoun. 
He  thought,  that  if  he  could  but  fill  his  belly 
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with  them  for  a  fhort  time,  and  thrufl  his 
hand  into  that  fine  pafle,  he  would  infallibly 
undergo  a  total  change  in  his  appearance. 

He  entered  the  (hop,  therefore,  and  with 
great  fimplicity  offered  his  fervices  to  its  mat¬ 
ter.  The  paflry  cook  looked  at  him  more 
than"he  liflened  to  him  :  his  flrong  conflitu- 
tion,  indicated  by  his  external  make,  fhewed 
him  to  be  a  man  from  whom  much  work 
might  be  derived ;  and  his  fervices  were  in- 
ilantly  accepted.  The  new  maker  of  paflry 
was  quite  overjoyed.  He  was  employed  in 
very  cafy  labour ;  he  fluffed  himfelf  with 
excellent  paflry,  and  in  the  evening  carried 
home  good  bits  of  it  to  his  wife.  Oitbha  was 
aflonifhed  when  fhe  faw  him  return  with  this 
new  reward  of  his  labour.  He  told  her  he 
had  changed,  and  informed  her  that  he  had  af« 
fumed  another  profeffion. 

Oitbha  was  happy  to  find  him  in  the  train 
of  working  ;  but  her  hufband’s  wifhes  were 
not  yet  wholly  fulfilled.  He  had  cot  yet  put 
his  hands  to.  the  pafte,  but,  as  it  was  the  month 
of  the  Ramazan,  he  was  intruded  with  felling 
the  pallry  in  the  avenues  and  market  places. 
He  had  been  taught  to  reckon  fmall  money  ; 
he  knew  that  he  muft  receive  as  many  pieces 
of  that  money,  as  he  delivered  pieces  of  paft- 
ry>  and  he  gave  a  faithful  account.  This  was 
all  his  genius  could  acccmplifh  ;  and  hitherto 
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his  matter  had  required  no  more  of  him  :  but 
there  came  a  time  when  he  l'uppofed  he  would 
obtain  from  him  labour  of  much  greater  im¬ 
portance. 

During  the  time  of  the  feaft,  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  work  performed  in  the  fhop; 
and  the  flour  was  about  to  fail,  for  the  afs 
who  went  in  the  mill  had  died.  This  ani¬ 
mal’s  labours  had  not  been  much  attended  to 
by  Xailoun  :  “  Our  flour,”  faid  his  matter  to 
him,  “  is  about  to  run  fnort,  and  consequent¬ 
ly  we  will  have  no  paftry  ;  I  have  lott  my  la¬ 
bourer,  and  cannot  for  fome  days  procure 
another  to  Supply  his  place.  You  mutt 
change  your  employment,  and  make  flour  for 
me  ;  1  will  take  excellent  care  of  you  during 
your  labour.” 

“  I  defire  nothing  fo  much  as  to  change,” 
faid  he  ;  “  it  was  for  that  purpofe  1  came 
here ;  but  I  mutt  alfo  change  my  drefs.” 
“  Well  thought  of,”  anfwered  the  pattry-cook, 
44  fince  you  perform  the  dead  labourer’s  work, 
you  mutt  have  his  drefs.”  Xailoun  could 
not  be  happier :  44  I  fhall  be  truly  changed 
at  laft,”  faid  he.  He  was  taken  to  the  place 
where  the  mill  was,  his  eyes  were  blindfold¬ 
ed,  the  harnefs  was  put  on,  and  lie  was  then 
fixed  to  the  handle.  44  Come,  go  on,”  laid 
the  pattry-cook,  go  on  ;  make  an  effort  with 
your  neck,  and  that  will  follow.”  Xailoun 
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obeyed,  and  the  mi  l  advanced  ;  the  labour 
became  fomewhat  lefs  heavy,  but  it  was  Hill 
very  fevere.  “  Is  it  over  ?”  cried  Xailoun, 
quite  a  flranger  to  this  kind  of  bufinefs — “  No, 
no,”  anfwered  the  pallry-cook,  “  go  on,  go 
©n  ;  you  do  very  well  ;  the  flour  is  beautiful, 
and  you  {hall  have  it  to  lift.” 

“  To  fift  !”  faid  Xailoun,  “  that’s  proba¬ 
bly  another  change ;  but  fo  much  the  better, 
for  this  is  a  very  bad  one.”  All  the  while  he 
puffed  and  blowed,  and  was  in  a  great  fweat. 
The  paftry-cook  flill  encouraged  him  wnth 
his  voice,  but  gave  him  not  thefmallefl  refpite 
till  the  hour  of  dinner,  when  he  was  at  length 
permitted  to  flop.  He  was  unyoked,  and 
after  being  taken  out  of  the  mill,  freed  from 
the  bandage  on  his  eyes.  He  mud  now  get 
fomething  to  eat  ;  but  it  was  no  longer  paflry 
which  Was  let  before  him,  but  a  difh  of  large 
beans  and  onions  dreffed  with  lintfeed  oil.  It 
was  neceifary  that  he  fliould  have  ftrong  nou- 
rifhment  proportioned  to  the  labour  w7hich 
was  required  of  him.  Changing  in  general 
was  not  d:fagreeable  to  him,  for  he  aiwuys 
hoped  to  find  his  account  in  it;  but  the  beans 
were  very  tough,  and  the  oil  fo  thick  that  it 
lluck  in  his  throat.  He  was  dying  with  hun¬ 
ger  however,  and  he  mull  eat.  Scarcely  had 
he  finifhed,  when  the  means  of  digefling  this 
wretched  repail  w<ere  propofed.  “  Come, 
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Xailoun,”  faid  the  part ry- cook,  “  there  is  no 
drawing  back  ;  you  muft  fin i ill  the  grindings 
without  that,  the  (hop  would  want  work  to¬ 
morrow.”  They  then  fell  upon  him ;  one 
put  on  the  covering,  and  another  the  harnefs ; 
and  he  was  again  fet  to  turning  the  mill. 

l^ehold  him  now  with  a  full  ftomach,  his 
body  puffed  up  with  wind,  in  confequence  of 
the  nourifhment  he  had  taken,  fatigued  with 
the  morning’s  labour,  all  in  a  fvveat,  out  of 
breath,  and  flopping  from  time  to  time. 
“  Come,” cried  the  pailry-cook,  u  go  on;  if 
your  courage  fails  you,  I  will  give  you  fome, 
as  I  gave  yrour  predeCeffor.”  “  Courage,” 
faid  Xailoun  to  himfelf,  “  what  is  courage  ? 
it  is  certainly  a  good  thing.”  He  flopped, 
and  deranged  the  covering  upon  his  eyes,  to 
fee  what  Was  to  be  given  him.  He  perceived 
his  mafler  holding  in  his  hand  a  whip,  which 
he  fmacked  in  the  air.  He  pulled  down  the 
covering,  continued  to  fulfil  his  talk  without 
being  required  to  do  fo,  and  conceived  a  total 
diflike  -to  courage,  before  ever  he  had  felt  its 
effects.  -Night  came  on,  and  Xailoun  was 
freed  from  his  work.  He  eagerly  pulled  the 
bandage  from  his  eyes,  returned  to  the  fliop, 
and  finding  the  door  open,  fled  with  the  fwift- 
nefs  of  an  arrow  to  his  own  houfe.  He  was 
r.s  white  as  a  ghofl,  and  ft  ill  had  the  harnefs 
upon  him  ;  but  he  dreaded  being  fent  back  to 
Vol.  I.  Cc  the 
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the  mill,  and  receiving  the  difcipline  which 
was  termed  courage. 

Imagine  a  man  with  a  long  beard,  covered 
with  flour  from  head  to  foot,  fo  that  even  the 
girths  which  conftituted  part  of  his  harnefs, 
appeared  to  be  of  one  piece  with  his  clothes, 
and  you  will  have  an  idea  of  Xailoun’s  figure. 
When  Oitbha  firft  favv  this  fpeCtre  come  and 
boldly  fit  down  in  her  houfe,  flie  began  to  be 
‘afraid  ;  but  (lie  foon  difcovered  who  it  was. 
“  What,”  faid  file,  “  is  it  you,  you  fat  fim* 
pleton  ?  where  have  you* been  getting  your- 
felf  harnefled  in  this  manner,  inftead  of  going 
and  working  with  your  mafter,  that  you 
might  bring  back  provifions  for  our  fubfifl- 
ence?”  The  flick  foon  came  into  play,  and 
drove  the  duft  from  his  doublet.  Xailoun 
endeavoured  to  allay  the  ftorm ;  **  You  bid 
me  pray  to  God  to  change  me,  and  I  do 
pray  to  him  ;  I  have  been  a  prifoner,  a  kitch¬ 
en  boy,  and  now  I  am  an  afs  for  making 
meal.” 

“  O  the  monftrous  beaft  !”  faid  Oitbha  ;  but 
compaflion  reftrained  her  from  carrying  her 
corrections  any  farther.  She  freed  him  from 
his  girths,  fiiut  him  up,  carried  back  the  har¬ 
nefs  to  the  paftry  cook’s  houfe  ;  and  after  re¬ 
proaching  him  for  abufing  the  fimplicity  of  a 
poor  man,  and  caufing  him  reflore  Xailoun’s 
robe,  and  pay  the  wages  of  his  day’s  labour, 
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ihe  returned  to  her  own.  houfe.  Xailoun 
was  confined  to  bed  all  next  day  by  the  fatigue 
he  had  undergone,  the  blows  of  the  Hick,  and 
the  indigeltion  occafioned  by  the  ragout  dref- 
fed  with  oil.  His  wife  did  not  even  urge  him 
to  rife  ;  but  on  the  third  day,  compelled  by 
neceffity,  (lie  was  again  obliged  to  fend  her 
booby  of  a  hufband  to  work.  “  Come,”  faid 
{he,  “  mind  your  bufinefs;  go  to  any  of  your 
matters  who  will  employ  you  ;  but  if  you  re¬ 
rum  without  any  reward  for  your  labour, 
you  may  go  and  fleep  in  the  ftreet ;  change 
your  way,  for  I  arn  determined  never  to  change 
mine.”  “  Change  my  way  !”  faid  Xailoun 
to  himfelf ;  “  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  how 
that’s  to  be  -done  ?  For  example,  when  I  take 
the  way  through  the  ftreets  to  the  river,  I 
may  go  one  way,  or  I  may  .go  another ;  but 
it  is  all  one,,  it  only  leads  me  to  the  river. 
Let  me  fee - if  I  took  the  way  to  the  coun¬ 

try,  inftead  of  taking  the  way  to  the  city,  I 
fuppofe  it  would  be  better.  Every  day  I  beg 
of  God  to  change  me  ;  but  there  is  fo  much 
noife  in  Bagdad,  that  he  cannot  hear  my  rc- 
quett  ;  but  were  I  in  the  open  country,  if  he 
is  not  deaf,  he  will  certainly  hear  me.” 

Upon  this  ^efle&ion,  Xailoun  haftened  to 
leave  the  city,  that  he  might  go  and  offer  up 
his.  prayers  in  the  country,  where  he  would 
'  C  c  1  have 
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have  full  liberty  to  turn  his  face  towards  the 
fouth  *,  without  being  dillurbed  by  houfes. 

At  a  little  didance  from  tlie  city,  he  found 
a  large  open  door,  which  invited  him  to  enter 
an  extenfive  garden.  Thert  ue  faw  pear-trees, 
apple-trees,  pomegranate-trees,  trees  in  Ihort 
of  every  kind,  bending  under  their  load  of 
fruit.  This  place  was  in  his  eyes  a  terreftri- 
si  paradife  :  he  was  exceedingly  fond  of  fruit, 
but  had  never  eat  of  it  according  to  his  plea- 
fure  :  he  was  in  perfect  eedafy  at  the  fight. 
M  Here,”  fald  he,  “  is  excellent  feeding  for  a 
m2ii  ;  I  recoiled  when  my  wife  bought  our 
afs,  it  was  lean,  thin-flanked,  and  fcabbed ;  but 
fhe  put  it  to  good  pafturage,  and  in  a  fort¬ 
night,  the  bead  w7as  fo  changed,  that  I  could 
hardly  know  it  again.  I  am  flefh  and  blood 
as  well  a^  the  afs,  and  the  fame  change  will 
happen  to  me,  if  1  can  but  day  in  this  place. 
The  owner  of  thefe  fruits  hasfo  great  a  quanti¬ 
ty,  that  he  cannot  eat  them  all;  he  will  give 
me  as  many  as  I  have  a  mind  for,  and  I  fhall 
certainly  undergo  a  change  like  ouc  little  afs. 
I  will  not  know  myfelf  again  ;  for  I  fuppofe 
if  it  could  have  looked  at  itfelf  in  the  glafs, 
it  would  not  have  known  itfelf.** . 

As 

*  The  Mahometans  turn  their  faces  towards  the  fouth 
when  they  pray. 
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As  foon  as  he  had  made  thefe  reflexions, 
he  advanced  forward,  and  came  to  the  place 
where  the  owner,  mounted  on  a  pomegranate- 
tree,  was  gathering  fruit,  which  his  wife  re¬ 
ceived,  and  put  into  a  balket.  He  very  deli¬ 
berately  offered  them  his  fervices.  The  gar¬ 
dener  looked  at  his  wife,  and,  upon  a  fign  gi¬ 
ven  by  her,  accepted  them.  Xailoun  afcend- 
ed  an  apple-tree,  w  hich  wras  very  well  loaded  ; 
and  though  he  took  care  at  firil  to  eat  as  ma¬ 
ny  as  lie  gathered,  he  met  with  no  oppofition 
from  the  owTner. 

It  was  agreed  that  he  fbould  receive  a  fmall 
falary  every  month,  for  the  work  he  wras  to 
perform.  With  refpeX  to  the  fum,  he  knew 
nothing  about  the  matter  ;  he  thought  that  the 
labour  w'ould  confift  in  gathering  pears,  prunes, 
apricots,  and  other  fruits,  which  he  might  eat 
at  his  pleafure  ;  and  he  agreed  to  every  thing 
which  was  propofed.  He  was  fometimes  em¬ 
ployed  to  work  in  the  houfe ;  for  he  had  acquir¬ 
ed  a  knowledge  of  this  kind  of  work  with  the 
cook,  and  maker  of  paltry.  At  dinner  and 
fupper,  he  eat  pilau  with  his  matter,  gorman- 
diled  on  fruit  the  whole  day,  and  had  not  the 
fmallelt  doubt  but  that  he  would  foon  under¬ 
go  as  happy  a  change  as  his  afs. 

From  time  to  time,  he  was  fent  to  Bagdad 
with  two  afles  laden  with  fruit  ;  but  as  thefe: 
animals,  from  long  experience,  were  well  ac- 

C  c  3  quainted- 
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quainted  with  the  road,  Xailoun  had  not  the 
trouble  of  directing  them.  Oitbha  was  then 
lying  in,  and  conlequently  was  unable  to  go  in 
fearch  of  her  hufband.  Xailoun  had  not  for¬ 
gotten  her  j  but  he  waited  till  the  excellent 
feeding  which  he  enjoyed  fliould  have  pro¬ 
duced  its  happy  effects,  that  he  might  return 
to  his  houfe  completely  changed.  Unluckily 
there  was  no  mirror  in  his  mafter’s  houfe, 
wherein  he  could  obferve  the  progrefs  of  his 
transformation. 

But  Xailoun’s  hopes  and  happinefs  were  to 
have  an  end.  There  were  in  the  liable  two 
bullocks,  which  were  employed  in  the  labour 
of  hufbandry.  Xailoun,  who  led  them  every 
day  to  watering,  foon  became  intimate  with 
them,  and  called  them  his  dear  companions. 
One  day,  by  accident,  or  perhaps  by  the  fault 
of  the  guide,  one  of  the  bullocks  fell  into  a 
bog,  and  broke  his  leg.  The  gardener  was  in 
a  great  rage  ;  the  ploughing  prefled  on,  and 
he  could  not  get  another  before  the  next 
fair.  “  Well,”  laid  he  to  Xailoun,  “  you  have 
rendered  ufelefs  one  of  the  bullocks  which  I 
employed  in  tillage,  and  I  cannot  replace  him 
for  fome  time :  that  the  work  may  go  on, 
you  mull  change  your  employment  with  me.” 

«  Change!”  replied  Xailoun,  “  I  alk  this 
from  God  every  day,  and  I  believe  I  am  come 
hither  for  that  very  purpofe.”  In  that  cafe, 
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fince  you  are  fo  willing,  you  mud  afiift  the 
remaining  bullock  to  finifh  the  ploughing  of  a 
piece  of  ground  which  is  begun.”  Xailoun 
had  not  been  out  of  the  garden,  and  knew  no¬ 
thing  about  the  ploughing  which  was  propof- 
ed  to  him :  his  worn  out  fuit  by  no  means 
pleafed  him  ;  and  he  alked  his  mailer  if  he 
fhould  have  the  drefs  of  the  labourer  wliofe 
place  he  was  to  fupply.  That  you  may  be 
quite  at  your  eafe,  my  friend,  you  fhall  have 
the  whole  of  it  from  head  to  foot.  In  that 
cafe,”  faid  Xailoun,  “  I  will  put  off  this  im¬ 
mediately.”  11  There  is  no  cccafion  for  that,” 
replied  his  mailer  ;  **  the  one  I  am  to  give 
you  will  go  above  it  very  well.”  Two  dref- 
fes  at  once,  Xailoun  thought  would  effe&ually 
difguife  him,  and  flraightway  he  propofed  to 
go  and  fhew  himfelf  to  his  wife  in  that  fitua- 
tion.  The  fun  at  that  time  was  very  fcorch- 
ing,  and  the  cattle  were  cruelly  tormented 
by  infedls,  and  particularly  gaddies.  The 
gardener  took  up  half  a  dozen  of  goat’s  (kins, 
that  he  might  cover  Xailoun  witli  them  from 
top  to  toe,  and  left  no  part  of  his  body  unco¬ 
vered,  except  paffages  for  the  light,  and  for 
breathing. 

The  (impleton  looked  at  him  ;  and  being  al¬ 
ways  eager  for  a  change,  allowed  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  :  he  was  immediately  put  to  the  yoke, 
and  the  gardener,  loudly  cracking  his  whip 

in 
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in  the  air,  began  the  work.  When  Xailoun 
heard  the  cracks  of  the  whip,  though  he  had 
not  been  fo  flrong  as  a  bullock,  he  would 
have  found  means  to  exert  the  vigour  of  one. 
He  carried  away  his  companion  ;  but  during 
the  labour,  the  flies  made  terrible  attacks  on 
both  ;  the  lead  fpace  that  was  uncovered  on 
Xailoun’s  back  was  fatal  to  him,  for  thefe 
troublefome  in  feds  found  out  every  deled. 
He  mull  be  unyoked  to  dine  ;  and  Xai- 
loun  would  have  made  his  elcape,  if  he 
durft  have  ventured;  but  he  was  deterred 
by  the  lalh,  which  the  gardener  had  by  his 
fide.  He  wis  deiired  to  cat,  and  the  hun¬ 
ger  which  he  felt,  impelled  him  to  do  fo  ; 
but,  before  he  had  time  to  breathe,  he  was 
immediately  put  again  to  the  yoke. 

The  evening  came  ;  the  labour  ceafed  ;  and 
the  gardener  led  back  his  bullock  to  the  liable. 
Xailoun  took  advantage  of  his  being  left  a- 
lone  for  a  moment,  gained  the  houfe  dcor,  and 
ran  towards  Bagdad,  covered  with  the  fkins, 
which  were  fewed  upon  him,  or  kept  together 
by  the  harnefs.  He  ne^ver  once  dared  to  look 
behind  him,  fo  much  was  he  afraid  of  being 
purfued,  and  of  experiencing  the  lalh  of  the 
whip. 

As  night  had  come  on,  and  the  gates  were 
fnut,  the  unhappy  fugitive  had  no  other  re¬ 
fuge  but  the  fepulchres  without  tha  city.. 

He 
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He  placed  himfelf  in  the  firft  which  offered  a 
lhelter;  and,  finking  under  the  fatigue  which 
he  endured  through  the  day,  fell  into  a  pro¬ 
found  deep.  About  fix  o’clock,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  he  was  fuddenly  awaked  by  a  great 
noile  :  The  grave-makers  bad  come  to  dig  a 
grave  at  the  very  place  where  he  was.  The 
earth  had  been  lately  removed  by  fome  fa- 
vage  and  carnivorous  animals,  who  had  dug 
up  a  dead  body,  and  there  were  dill  fome 
bones  fcattered  around  the  mouth  of  the  grave, 
and  half  devoured. 

While  the  workmen  were  difcourfing  toge¬ 
ther  concerning  the  attempts  of  thefe  animals, 
one  of  them  maintained  that  beads  could  ne¬ 
ver  dig  three  feet  into  the  earth,  and  that  the 
devaflations  mud  have  been  made  by  fome 
evil  genies,  who  took  great  pleafure  in  de¬ 
vouring  the  cold  remains  of  the  dead.  Xai- 
loun  was  at  this  moment  perceived  by  one  of 
them,  lying  in  the  place  which  the  unfortunate 
wrretch  had  chofen  for  a  dielter.  The  goat’s 
fkins,  with  which  he  was  covered,  gave  him 
fo  frightful  and  hideotjs  an  appearance,  that 
the  gravedigger  exclaimed,  “  Here  is  the  evil 
genie.” 

Xailoun,  being  awaked  by  this  exclama¬ 
tion,  fat  up  :  Luckily  for  him,  his  enemies 
were  feized  with  terror,  and  he  had  time  to 
arife.  If  his  adverfaries  could  have  read  in, 
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his  looks  the  terror  with  which  he  was  in¬ 
spired,  by  the  light  of  three  iron  (novels  lift¬ 
ed  up  to  kill  him,  it  would  have  been  all 
o.tr  with  him;  but  the  covering  of  goat’s 
Ikins  concealed  the  emotions  of  his  foul ;  and 
while  their  ftrokes  hung  fufpended  in  the  air, 
fear  gave  him  new  vigour :  He  darted  for¬ 
ward  like  an  arrow,  paiTed  through  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  them,  and  took  to  flight.  Xailoun’s 
enemies  refumed  courage,  whenever  they  faw 
him  give  indications  of  fear.  They  difeharg- 
ed  their  (hovels  at  him,  ran  after  him,  and 
exclaimed  with  all  their  might,  “  Here  is  the 
evil  genie  who  devours  the  dead  bodies  in  the 

Sepulchres  }  fall  upon  him,  kill,  murder 
him  !** 

The  people  began  to  aflemble,  ran  to  meet 
the  monfler,  but  fled  as  foon  as  they  faw 
him ;  crying  as  loud  as  fear  would  allow 
them,  ‘  Here  is  the  evil  genie  who  devours 
the  dead  bodies  !”  The  dogs  jahpj^l  the  par¬ 
ty;  but  Such  an  animal,  totally  unknown  to 
them,  kept  them  at  defiance:  They  followed 
him  barking,  but  at  a  considerable  diftance.* 

Ihe  gravediggers,  finding  themfelves  much 
entangled  by  the  crowd,  which  increafed  at 
every  llep,  kept  back  the  d/>gs,  and  called 
out,  “fj  brow  Hones  and  flicks  at  him  but 
the  idea  of  the  power  and  evil  difpofitions  of 
the  gemes  deprived  every  perfon  of  courage. 

The 
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The  children  were  afraid  of  being  fwallowed 
up  alive  by  the  evil  fpirit  who  devoured  the 
dead.  Xailoun,  prote£ted  by  this  horrible 
difguife,  reached  his  own  dwelling,  through  a 
tumult,  of  which  the  report  had  fpread  through¬ 
out  all  Bagdad.  He  entered  the  houfe ;  and 
the  crowd  preffed  up  to  the  door. 

Here  a  fhower  of  blows  inevitably  awaited 
him.  Oitbha,  being  now  a  mother  and  nurfe, 
and  confequently  the  more  intrepid,  faw  the 
terrible  animal  arrive,  took  up  the  Hick, 
which  Ihe  well  knew  how  to  make  ufe  of; 
and  before  her  poor  hufband,  who  was  quite 
out  of  breath  with  running,  could  even  arti¬ 
culate  his  name,  forced  him  to  leave  the  houfe. 
He  now  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  gravedig¬ 
gers,  who  feized  him  by  the  goat’s  Ikins,  and 
dragged  him  to  prifon,  amid  the  lhouts  of  the 
triumphant  mob,  among  whom  it  was  fpread 
abroad,  that  they  were  carrying  to  prifon  the 
evil  genie,  who  was  the  terror  of  the  fepul- 
chres,  and  who  had  entered  Oitbha’s  houfe  to 
devour  her  child. 

The  jailor,  who  had  already  been  informed 
of  it,  was  full  of  confternation  to  hear  of  the 
prifoner  who  was  brought  to  him,  and  of 
whom  thirty  defcriptions  had  been  given,  e- 
very  one  more  horrible  than  another.  The 
object  at  length  appeared  :  A  gravedigger 
had  torn  away  one  of  the  pieces  of  his  drefs, 
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&nd  difcovered,  that  what  they  had  purfued 
fo  obftinately,  was  a  man  covered  with  goat’s 
fki  ns.  But  he  only  appeared  more  culpable 
for  having  drefled  himfelf  like  a  beaft,  that 
he  might  come  and  devour  dead  bodies,  and 
little  children.  “  Infamous  wretch  !”  faid 
an  officer  of  the  prifon,  who  addrelfed  Xailoun; 
“  are  you  pofTelTed  of  a  devil,  to  come  to  take 
vour  repaft  in  the  fepulchre  of  faithful  Muf- 

fulmen,  and  feed  upon  their  flefh  ?” - “  I,” 

faid  Xailoun,  who  was  now  ftripped  of  his 
inalk,  “  I  did  not  go  there  to  eat  ;  I  went 
there  to  fleep.  I  trode  upon  bones  as  I  pafs- 
ed  along,  but  I  never  touched  them.” 

The  fimplicity  of  Xailoun’s  behaviour  and 
fpeech,  difconcerted  and  foftened  all  the  by- 
ftanders.  They  only  put  one  queftion  more 
to  the  monfter  they  had  ftripped  ;  ”  Did  you 
not  go  to  Oitbha’s  houfe,”  faid  they,  “  with 

a  defign  to  eat  her  child?” - -Who?  I!  I 

would  not  eat  my  child  :  1  was  going  to  my 
own  houfe.”  Among  the  people  who  were 
anxious  to  know  the  fate  of  the  monfter,  there 
were  at  the  door  three  or  four  of  Oitbha’s 
neighbours.  The  declaration  of  the  fuppof- 
ed  evil  genie  was  repeated  to  them.  Having 
allied  ad  million,  and  recognized  Xailoun,  they 
bore  fo  unequivocal  teftimony  to  his  inno¬ 
cence  and  llupidity,  that  the  judge  who  had 
come  to  inquire  into  the  lad,  oidered  Xa > 
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loun  to  be  carried  back  to  Oitbha,  and  all  his 
ikins  along  with  him. 

His  wife  was  informed  of  his  return  fome 
minutes  before  he  appeared.  She  was  then 
very  forry  that  flie  had  given  him  fo  bad  a 
reception  without  knowing  him,  and  had  oc- 
cafloned  his  meeting  ftill  farther  with  hard 
treatment.  The  adventure  would  inevitably 
be  accompanied  with  difgrace  ;  for  to-morrow 
it  would  be  known  throughout  Bagdad,  that 
Xailoun  was  the  fuppofed  evil  genie,  who 
was  devouring  the  dead  bodies.  She  alfo  la¬ 
mented  the  blows  of  the  Hick,  which  had 
been  given  fomewhat  too  freely  j  for  flie  had 
at  that  time  confidered  him  as  a  real  enemy. 

When  flie  faw  Xailoun,  flie  felt  an  emotion 
of  compaflion  arife  in  her  mind.  She  thank¬ 
ed  her  neighbours  for  bringing  him  back,  and 
endeavoured  to  get  information  from  him  of 
the  place  he  came  from,  after  fo  long  an  ab- 
fence,  and  of  the  perfon  who  could  have 
transformed  him  in  fo  ridiculous  a  manner. 
Xailoun,  who  had  only  one  way  of  explain¬ 
ing  himfelf,  told  her  the  motives  which  led 
him  to  depart  from  the  city,  in  'fearch  of  a 
more  advantageous  change,  and  informed  her 
how  he  had  been  fo  unlucky  as  to  be  changed 
into  an  ox,  and  then,  he  knew  not  by  what 
means,  into  an  evil  genie.  Oitbha  knew  that 
he  was  not  capable  of  telling  a  lie.  She  put 
Vol.  I.  Dd  him 
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him  to  bed,  and,  with  great  kindnefs  and  at¬ 
tention,  drefled  the  bruifes  which  he  had  re¬ 
ceived,  and  the  inflammation  occafioned  bj 
the  flings  of  the  gadflies.  This  done,  fbe 
gave  him  fomething  to  eat,  and  determined 
on  the  part  fhe  was  to  act  the  following  day. 

As  foon  as  it  was  day,  fbe  put  her  child, 
whom  ihe  could  not  leave  behind,  upon  her 
little  afs,  in  one  balket,  and  the  fkins  and 
harnefs  in  another.  She  befought  her  neigh¬ 
bours,  who  had  brought  home  her  hufband  the 
evening  before,  to  accompany  her  to  the  houfe 
without  the  city,  where  Xailoun  had  been 
employed,  and,  taking  her  veil,  fet  out  along 
with  them.  When  fhe  arrived  at  the  garden¬ 
er’s  houfe,  fbe  reproved  him  very  feverely 
for  having  fo  far  abufed  the  firaplicity  of  a 
MufTulmnn,  as  to  reduce  him  to  the  condition 
of  a  bead.  She  related  to  him  the  infults  to 
which  he  had  expofed  her  hufband  ;  reflored 
to  him  the  goat’s  lkins  and  the  harnefs,  and 
boldly  demanded  the  falary  which  Xailoun 
had  earned.  “  If  it  were  not  for  the  fake  of 
my  hufband,”  faid  Ihe,  “  I  would  bring  you 
before  the  Cadi ;  and  you  may  be  very  happy 
that  I  do  not  intend  to  add  to  the  noife  which 
this  affair  has  already  made.” 

The  gardener  was  confounded  ;  pulled  out 
two  fequins,  which  was  four,  times  more  than 
the  falary  he  had  promifed  Xailoun,  and  pre¬ 
fen  ted 
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fented  them  to  his  wife.  Oitbha  would  have 
refufed  them  ;  for  flie  well  fuppofed  that  the 
<  large  fum  offered  her  was  a  great  deal  too 
much  ;  but  there  were  two  of  her  neighbours 
along  with  her,  and  Hie  was  not  forry  that 
they  fliould  believe  her  hufband  capable  of 
gaming  two  fequins  a-month.  Her  buffnefs 
being  finifbed,  flie  took  up  Xailoun’s  robe, 
and  returned  to  her  houfe. 

Five  days  having  pafled  without  any  new 
adventures,  the  wounded  man  was  pere&ly 
recovered.  Oitbha  again  aflumed  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  remonftrance,  and  Ihewed  him  the 
neceflity,  not  of  being  changed  into  a  fcullion, 
an  ox,  an  afs,  or  an  evil  genie,  but  of  being 
changed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  lead  a  laborii 
ous  and  ufeful  life  to  his  family.  Since  Xai- 
loun  could  fell  paftry  through  the  city,  flie  in- 
ferred  that  flie  might  make  him  a  merchant  of 
earth  for  children  *.  She  made  him  dig  fome 
of  the  earth,  and  fill  the  two  paniers  of  the 
afs  with  it ;  he  was  charged  to  fell  this  com¬ 
modity  by  meafure  through  Bagdad,  and  he 
mult  make  himfelf  known  to  cuffomers  by 

iJ  d  2  loudly 

*  This  is  a  land  of  red  earth  which  may  be  reduced  to 
powder;  it  is  very  dry,  and  has  an  agreeable  fmell.  It  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  Arabia  to  be  put  under  children  in  the  cradle, 
from  the  loihs  to  the  knees.  This  earth  is  only  covered 
with  a  rag;  it  drinks  up  the  moifture,  and  preferves  the  iki. 
from  cracks,  and  from  a  bad  fmell. 
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loudly  and  repeatedly  proclaiming  “  Eartft 
for  children,  earth  for  children  !** 

The  cry  was  not  long  ;  the  afs,  warned  by  a 
blow  which  it  received  from  Oitbha,  pafled 
through  one  ftreetjand  Xailoun,  fitting  aftride 
upon  the  paniers,  advanced,  bawling  aloud, 
•*  earth  for  children.”  This  bufinefs  went 
on  pretty  well  forfome  time  ;  but  the  found  of 
the  criei’s  voice  foon  began  to  fail ;  deep  weigh¬ 
ed  down  his  eye-lids,  and  the  afs  traverfed  the 
Hreets  as  {he  had  a  mind.  She  came  to  the 
brink  of  the  river  Euphrates,  where  {he 
drank  at  her  leifure  as  much  as  (he  pleafed ; 
after  which,  having  left  her  colt  in  the  liable, 
flie  was  led  thither  by  inftinft,  and  wiflhed  to 
enter  the  houfe  wuth  her  load.  The  door  was 
too  low’,  and  Xailoun’s  head  got  a  feyere 
flroke  on  the  lintel.  He  w’as  waked  by  the 
blow,  which  was  heard  in  the  houfe,  and  had 
almoft  overturned  him,  and  fell  a  crying 
“  earth  for  children,”  w'ith  his  nofe  bleeding, 
and  hisjforehead  forely  bruited* 

Oitbha  faw  her  hufband  return,  and  guefled 
what  he  had  been  about.  While  Ihe  wra(bed 
his  nole  with  fait  and  water,  fhe  could  not 
Help  giving  him  fome  blows.  “  Idle  rafeal, 
you  ought  to  be  driven  forward  by  the  lath 
like  an.  afs.  You  (hall  certainly  change,  or  1 
will  give  yon  as  many  blows  as  wrill  make 
you  forget  all  that  are  paft.  Go  to  the  baker, 
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the  maker  of  paftry,  the  cook,  or  even  the 
gardener;  go  and  aik  work  from  fome  of  your 
former  matters  :  any  of  them  will  take  you 
back,  blockhead  that  you  are ;  but  do  not 
think  of  returning  uniefs  you  bring  fome 
provifions  with  you  ;  I  will  give  no  reception 
to  a«  idle  fellow  like  you.” 

Xailoun  was  again  put  to  the  door  to  go  in 
fearch  of  fortune.  He  thought,  that  laft  time 
he  had  not  been  at  a  fufTicicnt  diltance  from 
the  city  to  be  heard  by  Gocl,  from  whom  he 
every  day  requetted  a  change.  At  a  venture,, 
and  without  following  the  road,  he  went  a 
little  into  the  country,  and  there  met  with  a 
heap  of  ruins.  The  place  appeared  to  have 
been  once  the  abode  of  a-very  powerful  man. 

While  he  was  amufing  himfelf  with  look- 
at  its  decayed. remains,  he  perceived  a  kar- 
douon  fitting  upon  a  heap  of  flones  thrown 
together  at  random  ;  and  the  animal  feemed 
to  fix  its  attention  on  him.  “  Ah  !  good  cou-- 
fin,  are  you  there  ?  I-  thought  you  had  flayed 
in  the  city.”  The  little  animal  appeared  to 
anfwer  with  the  ufual  inclination  of  its  "head. 
“  You  recollect  me,”  continued  Xailoun  5 
do  you  underhand  me?  what  prevents  you- 
from  fpeaking  ?” 

The  kardouon  could  make  nothing  but  its 
ordinary  fign.  “You  exhauft  my  patience,” 
faid  Xailoun  ;  “  fpv-ak,  or  I  will  throw  a  ftone 
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at  you.”  The  kardouon  feemed  to  provoke- 
the  booby  by  its  natural  inclination  of  the 
head  ;  he  threw  a  flone  at  it,  and  forced  it  to 
take  refuge  under  the  heap. 

Xailoun  was  offended  at  the  jeft  ;  he  thought 
that  the  kardouon  was  filent  only  through 
malice  ;  and  he  luppofed  that  be  could  catch 
it  in  the  place  where  it  had  crept,  and  force 
it  to  converfe  with  him.  In  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  the  ftones  were  carried  away,  and  the 
ground  cleared.  The  kardouon  had  made 
its  retreat  by  the  back  part  of  its  flrong  hold, 
and  Xailoun  was  diverted  from  the  purfuit 
by  another  object  of  curiofity  which  pre¬ 
sented  itfelf  to  his  view.  When  fearching 
for  the  kardouon,  he  difcovered  a  fquare  flone 
of  black  marble,  to  which  a  ring  was  fixed. 
He  laid  hold  of  it,  and  by  an  effort  raifed  the 
flone,  and  difcovered  a  flair  leading  to  a  fub- 
terraneous  cave.  “  Ah  1”  faid  he,  “  here’s 
my  coufin’s  houfe  I  mufl  defcend  and  fee 
whether  he  is  at  home.” 

The  light  which  the  opening  admitted  into 
the  fubterraneous  abode,  difcovered  to  him 
fome  urns  which  were  placed  near  the  entrance. 
“  Here,”  faid  he,  “  are  probably  the  pots  in¬ 
to  which  my  confin  puts  his  provifions.” 
He  uncovered  one  of  them,  and  drew  out  a 
handful  of  gold  pieces.  He  came  to  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  fubterraneous  abode,  to  examine 
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the  obje£t  which  he  held  in  his  hand  ;  and 
paying  no  attention  to  the  hardnefs  or  weight, 
and  having  never  feen  any  of  that  coin  before, 
he  fuppofedthat  it  was  carrots  cut  into  dices,  as 
he  had  feen  his  wife  do  in  order  to  dry  them 
in  the  fun,  and  imagined  they  belonged  to  his 
coulin,  who- having  retired  into  the  bottom  of 
the  cave,  could  not  be  difeovered  on  account 
of  the  darknefs.  “  Well,  coulin,”  faid  he, 
“  come  and  fpeak  to  me,,  or  I  will  carry  off 
your  carrots  to  be  food  to  our  afs.” 

The  kardouon  not  having  thought  proper 
to  make  any  reply,  or  to  appear,  Xailoun 
began  to  conlider  how  he  Ihould  be  able  to 
carry  away  the  carrots.  He  remembered, 
that  being  with  his  wife  at  a  neighbour’s 
houfe,  they  had  received  fome  prunes,  and 
that  his  wife  had  filled  the  bottom  of  his  tur¬ 
ban  with  them,  having  previoufiy  put  leaves 
in  it.  He  had  perceived  fome  burdock  leaves 
at  the  entrance  to  the  fubterraneous  cave  : 
He  went  to  gather  them,  lined  the  infide  of 
his  cap  with  them,  as  he  had  obferved  his 
wife  do,  and  filled  it  with  the  fuppofed  car¬ 
rots. 

After  this  llep,  which  appeared  to  him 
very  wife,  he  took  farewell  of  his  coulin, 
and  returned  to  Bagdad.  As  he  walked  su- 
long,  he  willied  to  try  to  diminilh  the  repafl 
of  the  afs,  were  it  only  by  one  fiice :  but  it 
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feemed  to  him  very  hard.  His  coufin,  he 
thought,  mud  have  very  good  teeth,  if  he 
could  cat  fuch  food  without  boiling  it ;  and 
he  threw  away  the  piece  whbh  he  had  gnaw¬ 
ed.  Having  at  length  arrived  at  his  own 
houfe,  Oitbha  was  furprized  at  his  fudden  re¬ 
turn.  “  Whence  come  you  ?”  faid  (lie  ; 

what  do  you  bring  in  thefe  leaves  ?**■  •  - 

**  I  have  been  viliting  my  coufm  at  his  coun¬ 
try  houfe, ”  faid  Xailoun  ;  “  he  would  not 
(peak  to  me  ;  I  opened  his  door,  entered  his 
apartment,  put  my  hand  into  his  pet  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  brought  away.  thefe  carrots, 
which  will  make  very  good  feeding  for  our 
afs :  but  they  muft  be  boiled,  for  they  are 
very  llard.,,  During  this  difeourfe,  Oirbha 
took  the  turban,  and  perceived  that  its  contents 
were  gold.  Her  hufband,  lhe  was  certain, could 
not  have  ftolen  it  defignedly,  for  he  did  not 
know  what  it  was  ;  but  it  was  of  importance 
to  her  to  know  where  he  had  met  with  fuch 
a  treafure.  “  This  is  very  well,”  faid  fhe, 
as  fhe  locked  up  the  gold,  which  was  in  . 
the  turban,  left  any  one  lhould  come  in  upon 
her  by  furprife.  She  then,  without  giving 
Xailoun  any  trouble,  got  him  to  relate  his 
hillory,  and  dilcovered  that  he  had  found  a 
great  treafure. 

Tha  place,  which  Xailoun  pointed  out, 
could  only  be  about  half  a  league  diflant  from. 

Bagdad. 
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Bagdad*.  The  day  was  not  fo  far  advanced, 
but  the  remainder  of  it  might  be  profitably- 
employed  i  and  the  cave  being  left  open, 
might  draw  thither,  from  a  motive  of  curio- 
fity,  people  much  better  informed  than  her 
hufband.  Having  inftantly  taken  her  refolu- 
tion,  ftie  faddled  her  afs,  put  two  wallets  into 
the  paniers,  mounted  Xailoun  upon  them, 
bought  two  loaves  for  him  to  eat  by  the  way, 
and  caufed  him  conduct  her  to  his  coulin’i 

houfe.  She  found,  as  Xailoun  had  told  her, 

# 

the  entrance  of  the  fubterraneous  cave  open, 
and  the  urn,  from  which  Xailoun  had  taken 
the  gold,  dill  uncovered.  The  two  wallets 
were  brought,  and,  having  filled  them  fo  as 
to  be  a  complete  load  for  the  afs,  (he  caufed 
Xailoun,  who  found  them  very  heavy,  carry 
them  out  of  the  cave. 

While  Oitbha  was  employed  in  this  bufi* 
nefs,  Xailcun  was  calling  aloud  upon  his 
coufin.  This  noife  very  much  diftrefled  his 
wife ;  but  perceiving  that  there  was  no  time 
to  be  loft,  ftie  at  length  came  out  of  the  cave, 
and  loaded  her  afs.  She  then  caufed  Xailoun 
replace  the  ftone  which  covered  the  opening, 
and  put  back  all  the  rubbilb  which  he  had 
removed.  After  this,  ihe  fet  out  on  foot  to 
her  houfe,  leading  by  the  bridle  the  afs, 
who,  as  Ihe  carried  a  great  load,  advanced 
very  flowly. 


Oitbha 
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Oitbha  carefully  locked  up  the  bags  of 
gold  ;  and  as  fhe  was  very  prudent,  file  only 
employed  the  money,  which  Ihe  had  taken 
out  of  the  turban,  to  procure  her,  by  little 
and  little,  an  affluence  which  could  excite  no¬ 
body’s  attention.  Inftead  of  compelling  her 
bufband  to  go  abroad  as  formerly,  (he  per- 
fuaded  and  even  ordered  him  to  remain  in  the 
houfe.  She  fed  him  well,  and  gave  him  new 
clothes  ;  but  as  they  were  always  of  the  fame 
fluff,  he  did  not  yet  think  himfelf  changed'; 
an  obje&  after  which  he  eagerly  afpired,  that 
he  might  no  longer  be  beaten  nor  fcolded. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  wife  wifhing  to  give 
liim  good  entertainment,  and  having,  as  yet., 
got  no  flave,  fent  him  to  buy  meat,  rice,  and 
•  chickpeafe.  He  had  the  value  of  each  objedb 
in  a  feparate  parcel.  His  commiffion,  con¬ 
cerning  the  meat  and  the  rice,  was  punctual¬ 
ly  fulfilled  ;  but  he  forgot  the  chickpeafe,  and 
brought  back  the  money  for  them,  along 
w  ith  the  other  provifions  he  had  purchafed. 

“  I  told  you  to  buy  fome  chickpeafe,”  faid 
Oitbha  ;  “  go  back  quickly,  and  do  not  for¬ 
get.” — “  Chickpeafe  !”  replied  Xailoun, 
and  quickly  promifed,  for  J:he  moment, 
not  to  forget  them.  But  one  of  his  com¬ 
rades  meeting  him,  and  obferving  that  he 
was  better  dreffed,and  had  a  better  appearance 
than  formerly,  wiilicd  to  enjoy  fome  diver- 
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fion  at  his  experice.  “  Ob,  ho !  Xailoun,” 
faid  he ;  “  you  are  much  better  dreffed  now 
than  when  you  were  taken  for  an  evil  genie  ; 
and  you  have  become  very  plump  and  fat, 
fince  you  have  given  over  living  in  fepul- 
chres.”  N 

Xailoun  /was  greatly  didreffed,  by  being 
thus  put  in  mind  of  the  cruelleft  of  all  his 
misfortunes. 

“  Although  my  wife  did  not  tell  me  every 
day  that  I  mud  be  changed,”  faid  he  to  him* 
felf  $  • “  yet  I  would  pray  to  be  fo,  that 
I  might  no  longer  be  *told  that  I  was  an 
afs,  an  ox,  and  an  evil  genie :  but  what  am 

I  going  for  ?  It  is - it  is - it  is——*  He 

rummaged  his  memory,  but  chickpeafe  were 
not  there  to  be  found. 

He  once  intended  not  to  return  home,  that 
he  might  fave  himfelf  the  fliame  of  again  afk- 
ing  his  wife  thole  words  which  were  fo  dif¬ 
ficult  to  be  remembered :  but  he  wifhed  to 
eat  of  the  meat  and  rice,  and  he  mufi  confe- 
qucntly-  venture.  When  Oitbha  faw  him 
once  more  return  with  nothing  in  his  hands, 
file  had  almofl  loll  her  patience ;  but  though 
fhe  had  made  a  crime  of  his  idlcnefs,  as  far 
as  was  necedary  for  keeping  him  active,  fhe 
could  not  make.one  of  his  imbecillity  “I  want 
chickpeafe  ;  doll  thou  underftnnd  me  ?  chick¬ 
peafe  !  continually  repeat  chickpeafe,  till 
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you  are  at  the  market  place ;  and  if  you  don’t 
do  as  I  defire  you,  you  (hall  have  a  dreadful 
beating  when  you  return.” 

Xailoun  was  terrified  at  the  threatening, 
and  went  away,  continually  repeating  chick- 
Recife, — chickpeafe.  He  pafled  by  the  corner 
of  a  ftreet,  where  a  merchant  was  felling 
pearls,  and  proclaiming  his  wares,  by  crying 
aloud,  pearls  in  the  name  of  God  *,  The 
pearls  were  placed  in  a  box ;  and  the  virtuofi, 
who  had  drawn  near,  were  handling  them. 
This  was  a  new  obje£t  to  Xailoun,  and  at¬ 
tracted  his  attention  ;  but  he  was  at  the  fame 
time  occupied  in  retaining  his  leflon  j  and,  as 
he  put  his  hand  into  the  box,  pronounced  a- 
loud,  Chickpeafe,  chickpeafe  f . 

The  merchant,  who  believed  that  Xailoun 
played  upon  him,  and  depreciated  his  pearls, 
by  wiihing  to  make  them  pafsforfalfe  ones, 
ftruck  him  a  very  fevere  blow.  “  Why  do 
you  ftrike  me  ?”faid  Xailoun.  “  Becaufe  you 
infult  me,”  anfwered  the  merchant;  “Do 
you  think  me  capable  of  deceiving  the  pub¬ 
lic  ?”  “  No,”  laid  Xailoun,  “  but  I  faid,- - 

And 

%  In  Arabic,  Bejpm  Alla  lunos.  All  goods  for  falc  arc  pro¬ 
claimed  by  this  cry,  Befflm  Alia,  in  the  name  of  God. 

t  Chickpeafe  are  called  in  Arabic,  chummt ,  and  pearls, 
lunos.  The  fimilarity  of  found  in  thefe  two  words,  might 
«afily  lead  Xailoun,  who  was  not  attentive  to  the  nice  dif- 
tin&ions  of  founds,  into  a  miftake. 
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And  what  muft  I  fay  then  ?”  “  If  you  will 
fay  properly,”  replied  the  merchant,  “  cry  as 
I  do,  pearls  in  the  name  of  God  ”  “  Yes,”  faid 
Xailoun,  “  I  believe  that  is  juft  what  my 
wife  bade  me  fay  ;”  and  he  went  on  his  way, 
repeating  in  a  low  tone  of  Voice,  pearls ,  in  the 
name  of  God,  He  pajQTed  by  the  (hop  of  one 
from  whom  fome  pearls  had  lately  been  ftolen. 
This  manner  of  crying  them,  which  was  not 
nearly  fo  loud  as  ufual,  appeared  to  the  mer¬ 
chant  very  fufpicious.  “  The  man  who  ftole 
my  pearls,”  faid  he,  “  has  probably  recogni- 
fed  me,  and  when  he  palled  by  me,  has  low¬ 
ered  his  voice  in  proclaiming  the  goods,  of 
which  he  wifticd  to  get  quit.”  Upon  this 
flight  fufpicion,  he  run  after  Xailoun,  and  Hop¬ 
ed  him,  faying,  u  {hew  me  your  pearls.” 

Xailoun  was  in  great  confufion,  and  the 
merchant  fuppofed  he  had  got  the  thief :  He 
feized  him  very  roughly  by  the  collar,  and 
forcibly  pulled  him  back.  The  fuppofed 
feller  of  pearls  was  furrounded,  and  the 
merchant  at  laft  difcovered  that  it  was  a  per¬ 
fect  limpleton  whom  he  had  flopped  and  abuf- 
ed.  “  Why,”  faid  he,  “  do  you  cry  that  you 
fell  pearls  ?”  “  What  fhould  I  fay  then  ?  anf- 
wered  Xailoun.  “  It  is  not  true,”  faid  the 
merchant,  not  wiftiing  to  liften  to  him,  “  it 
is  not  true.”  “  It  is  not  true,”  faid  Xailoun, 
44  let  me  repeat  then,  it  is  not  true}  that  I  may 
Vol,  I,  E  c  net 
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not  forget  it and  as  he  went  on,  he  continued 
to  repeat,  as  loud  as  he  could,  it  is  not  true . 

His  way  led  him  towards  a  place  where  a 
man  was  felling  machs  *,  who  cried  machs  in 
the  name  of  God.  Xailoun,  induced  by  curi- 
oiity,  went  with  his  mouth  full  of  the  laft 
words  he  remembered,  and  put  his  hand  like 
the  reft  into  the  fack,  faying,  it  is  not  true . 
The  fturdy  villager  gave  Xailoun  a  blow 
which  made  him  ftagger ;  44  It  fuits  you  well 
to  come  and  give  me  the  lie  about  my  goods, 
when  I  fowed  and  reaped  them  myfelf.” 
44  Me  !”  faid  Xailoun  ;  44  l  did  not  give  you  the 
lie ;  I  only  endeavoured  to  fay  what  I  ought  to 
fay.”  44  Very  well,”  anfwered  the  countryman, 
44  you  ought  to  fay  as  I  do,  machs ,  in  the  name 
of  God.19 

That  Xailoun  might  get  back  to  his  own 
houfe,  and  avoid  any  other  troublefome  ad¬ 
venture,  he  began  to  repeat  this  new  cry.  He 
came  by  chance  to  the  banks  of  the  Euphra- 
tes,  where  a  fiftierman  had  been  throwing  his 
net  for  two  hours,  and  at  every  Interval  chan- 
ged  his  place  without  getting  a  {ingle  fifh. 
Xailoun,  who  was  amufed  with  every  thing, 
began  to  follow  him  ;  and,  that  he  might  not 
forget  it,  continued  to  repeat,  in  the  name  of 
God,  machs • 

All 

*  Machs  are  a  kind  of  lentils,  which  arc  carried  to  mar* 
ket  only  on  certain  days  of  the  year. 
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All  of  a  fudden,  before  Xailoun  had  the 
fmalleft  fufpicion  of  any  thing,  the  fifherman 
made  a  pretence  of  fpreading  out  his  net,  in 
order  to  wring  and  dry  it  ;  and  having  folded 
in  his  hand  the  rope  to  which  it  was  fixed, 
took  hold  of  the  fimpleton,  and  ftruck  him 
with  redoubled  blows,  faying,  “  Abominable 
forcerer!  won’t  you  give  over  curfing  my 
fifhing,  in  the  name  of  God  ?”  Xailoun  made 
a  flruggle,  and  difengaged  himfelf.  “Ia  for¬ 
cerer  !”  faid  he  weeping;  “  here  is  certainly 
another.”  “  If  you  are  not,”  faid  the  fifher- 
man,  looking  at  him,  “  why  do  you  bring 
bad  luck  by  your  words  to  every  throw  of  my 
net?”  “  I  bring  no  bad  luck  :  I  was  delired 
to  fay  what  I  faid.”  The  filherman  then  fup- 
pofed  that  fome  of  his  enemies,  who  wiQied  to 
injure  him  without  expofing  themfelves,  had 
prevailed  upon  the  ideot  he  had  now  beaten, 
to  come  and  curfe  his  filhing.  “  I  am  forry, 
brother,”  faid  he  to  Xailoun,  “  for  having 
beaten  you  ;  but  you  was  wrong  to  pronounce 
the  words  you  uttered,  for  you  thereby 
brought  bad  luck  to  one  who  never  did  you 
any  harm.”  “  I  did  not  intend  to  bring  you 
bad  luck,”  faid  Xailoun  ;  “  I  only  aimed  at 
the  words  which  my  wife  bid  me  pronounce.” 
“  Do  you  know  them  ?”  “  Yes,  I  know 
them.”  “  Place  yourtelf  by  my  fide ;  and 
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when  I  throw  the  net,  fay,  in  the  name  of  God, 
inftead  of  onet  feven  of  the  great  eft  and  moft 
powerful." — “  I  believe  it  was  not  fo  long  as 
that.”— “  Yes,  it  was  as  long  j  but  you  muff 
not  want  a  Angle  word  of  it,  and  I  will  give 
you  fome  of  them  to  take  home  :  but  remem¬ 
ber  you  muff  not  want  a  Angle  word.”  The 
filherman  again  repeated,  fay  in  the  name  of 
God ,  in/lead  of  onef  feven  of  the  great ejl  and 
mcjl  powerful • 

That  he  might  not  forget,  Xailoun  repeat¬ 
ed  it  .  very  loud  ;  but  as  he  was  afraid  of  the 
cord,  wbe never  he  faw  the  Aiherman  bufy 
in  drawing  his  net,  he  run  away  as  faff 
as  he  could,  and  continued,  to  repeat,  in* 
the  name  of  God,  inflead  of  one ,  feven  of  the 
greatejl  and  moft  powerful.  Thefe  words  he 
pronounced,  in  the  middle  of  a  crowd  of  peo¬ 
ple  ;  for  there  was  fomething,  he  knew  not 
what,  in  a  crowd,  by  which  Xailoun  was  al¬ 
ways  irreAitibly  attracted.  He  was  not  far 
from  a  hearfe,  wherein  a  Cadi  was  carried  to 
the  grave  ;  and  the  Mollahs  who  accompanied 
the  body  were  offended  at  the  horrible  impre¬ 
cation  which  they  heard.  44  Wretch  !”  faid 
they,  44  how  dareft  thou  difturb  this  awful 
ceremony,  by  coming  here  to  devote  aloud  to 
death  the  greatefl  people  in  Bagdad  ?  Is  it  not 
enough  that  the  grim  tyrant  has  aimed  hi& 
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dart  at  the  unfortunate  man  whom  we  are  now 
carrying  to  the  grave  ?” 

Xailoun  was  a  good  muffulman,  and  brought 
up  in  great  refpedt  for  the  Mollahs.  The  air 
and  tone  of  voice  with  which  this  reproach 
was  delivered,  made  a  deeper  impreflion  upon 
him  than  the  blows  of  the  cord.  He  went 
away,  trembling  and  exclaiming,  “  O  my 
God  !  what  then  ought  I  to  fay  ?”  An  old 
Have  who  followed  in  the  train  of  the  funeral,, 
pulled  him  by  the  lleeve,  and  faid  to  him,  you 
ought  to  fay,  44  May  God  preferve  his  body , 
and  fave  his  foul!79  44  Alas !  why  was  not  I 
told  this?”  faid  Xailoun,  and  went  on  re-- 
v  peating  it,  till  he  came  into  a  ffreet,  where 

the  paflage  was  interrupted  by  a  dead  afs 
carried  upon  a  cart.  He  followed  it,  cry¬ 
ing  aloud,  14  May  God  preferve  his  body , 
and  fave  his  foul Upon  hearing  this,  the 
people  who  were  colle&ed  around  the  cart,, 
exclaimed,  44  Ah  !  how  the  wretch  blafphemes  ! 
Ah  !  the  infidel  dog  !”  and  every  one  endea¬ 
voured  to  ftrike  him  with  their  lifts  or  flicks. 
Xailoun  leaped  over  one  of  the  cart-wheels* 
and  cfcaped  as  faft  as  he  could.  44  Unfortu- 
k  nate  Xailoun  !”  faid  he  to  himfelf,  all  in  tears, 

44  thou  haft  now  undergone  a  worfe  change, 
than  when  thou  waft  transformed  into  an  afs, 
a  fcullion,  an  ox,  or  an  evil  genie :  thou  art 
now  a  forcerer,  and  what  is  worfe,  an  infidel 
(  "  Et3.  H* 
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He  continued  to  weep,  not  daring  to  return 
home  for  fear  of  a  beating  ;  for  he  had  entire¬ 
ly  forgotten  the  words  which  his  wife  had  de- 
fired  him  to  fay,  and  having  nothing  to  carry 
home,  he  was  perfectly  at  a  lofs  what  courfe 
to  purfue. 

In  this  ftate  of  perplexity,  he  came  acci¬ 
dentally  to  Oitbha’s  mother’s  houfe,  where 
a  great  concourfe  of  people  were  aflembled 
round  one  of  his  wife’s  lifters,  who  lay  fick. 
Except  in  the  ftreets,  Xailoun  made  his  appear¬ 
ance  every  where,  with  the  greateft  timidi¬ 
ty  ;  and  when  he  faw  a  numerous  company,, 
had  not  courage  to  go  into  the  houfe,  but  re¬ 
mained  without  the  door,  allowing  his  face  to 
be  feen. 

«*  It  is  Xailoun,”  faid  his  mother-in-law 
and  then  addrefled  him.  “What  want  you, 
Xailoun  ?  a  piece  of  goat’s  flefh  ?”  “  No.” — 
“  Some  rice?”  No,” — “Something  to  drink  ?” 
“  No.”  All  the  company  in  their  turns  afk- 
ed  him  if  he  wanted  this  or  that,  and  went 
over  the  whole  catalogue  of  what  is  eaten  or 
drunk  :  the  fimpleton’s  anfwer  was  always, 
no.  “  Ah  !”  faid  the  fick  perfon,  “  I  know 
what  he  afks  ;  it  is  chickpeafe.”  At  hear¬ 
ing  thefe  words,  Xailoun  was  tranfported  with 
% 

joy,  hurried  into  the  apartment,  and,  advan¬ 
cing  towards  the  fofa  on  which  his  fifter-in- 
law  was  half  fitting  up,  to  teftify  his  grati¬ 
tude 
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fade,  feized  her  by  both  the  arms  with  fuch. 
force,  that  partly  through  furprife,  and  partly 
through  pain,  flae  fainted. 

While  they  were  employed  in  bringing  af- 
fiftance  to  the  fick  perfon,  Xailoun’s  mother- 
in-law  thus  addrefled  him  :  “  Blockhead  of  a 
fellow !  Horfe  that  you  are  !  what  brought 
you  here,  to  come  and  kill  my  daughter  ? 
Chickpeafe  ?  Do  I  fell  chickpeafe  ?”  “  Chick- 
peafe,,,  faid  Xailoun,  quite  aftonilhed  to  hear 
himfelf  called  a  horfe :  he  had  been  an  afs, 
but  he  had  never  yet  been  a  horfe^  “  What 
mean  you  by  chickpeafe  ?”  “  Chickpeafe  !  my 
wife  told  me  chickpeafe.”  He  Hill  had  in 
his  hand  the  fmall  parcel  of  money  which  was 
defigned  for  paying  them,  and  which  he  had 
carefully  kept  amid  all  the  troublefome  ad¬ 
ventures  in  which  he  had  been  engaged. 

Xailoun’s  mother-in-law  underftood  from 
this,  that  her  daughter  had  fent  her  ideot  of  a 
hufband  to  make  this  purchafe.  She  fliewed. 
Xailoun  a  merchant’s  Ihop  oppolite  to  her  door, 
and  bade  him  go  into  it,  and  alk  for  chick¬ 
peafe.  The  merchant  took  the  money,  and 
delivered  the  chickpeafe  to  Xailoun,  who  run 
home  in  triumph,  flill  repeating  chickpeafe* 
till  he  had  laid  upon  the  table  the  provifion 
he  had  brought.  His  having  forgotten  thefe 
two  words  had  coft  him  fo  dear,  that  he  -was 
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refolved  to  have  them  on  his  tongue  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

Oitbha  did  not  think  of  boiling  the  chick- 
peaie,  but  endeavoured  to  learn  from  Xailoun 
what  had  become  of  him  the  whole  day.  He 
gave  a  confufed  account  of  his  adventures,  and 
in  particular  complained  bitterly  of  having 
been  taken  for  a  forcerer,  and  an  infidel,  while 
he  was  only  feeking  for  chickpeafe.  The 
only  thing  plain  in  his  account  was,  that  one 
of  his  wife’s  fillers  was  fick,  and  that  he  had 
been  at  her  mother’s  houfe.  Oitbha  laments 
ed  that  it  was  not  in  her  power  immediately 
to  put  her  hulband  out  of  the  reach  of  fo  ma¬ 
ny  ridiculous  adventures  ;  but  in  hopes  that 
fhe  would  be  able  to  employ  the  riches  £he 
had  obtained,  to  bring  about  the  accomplifli- 
ment  of  this  obje£l,  (he  determined  to  bear 
them  for  fome  time,  and  to  preferve  him  as 
much  as  poffible  from  new  accidents. 

Next  day  Oitbha  prepared  to  go  to  fee  her 
fick  lifter.  She  gave  fuck  to  her  child,  and 
defired  Xailoun  to  rock  it,  if  it  awaked  and 
cried  :  if  the  afs  was  thirfty,  he  was  to  give  it 
drink  ;  and  he  was  to  take  care  to  feed  a  hen 
which  was  hatching.  “  Shut  yourfelf  clofely 
up  in  the  houfe,”  faid  (he :  “  you  may  fall; 
afleep,  and  wje  would  be  robbed.”  Having 
thus  inffru&ed  him  in  the  bell  manner  Ihe 

could» 
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could,  and  left  him  a  plentiful  breakfad,  Ihe 
fet  out. 

Xailoun  fulfilled  this  firft  part  of  his  duty, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  admit  of  no  cen- 
fure ;  after  which  he  fell  afleep.  The  child 
awaked,  and  cried  ;  Xailoun  rocked  him,  and 
thus  far  every  thing-  went  on  to  admiration. 
As  he  had  nothing  better  to  do,  he  be¬ 
gan  to  employ  his  attention  on  the  obje&s 
around  him.  He  obferved  the  hen  very  un- 
cafy,  and  continually  fcratching  her  head 
with  her  claw.  “  This  poor  animal  muft  be 
plagued  with  vermin,”  faid  Xailoun.  “  I  have 
a  great  number  of  them  myfelf  ;  and  as  my 
wife  combs  me  every  day,  it  would  certainly 
be  right  in  me  to  comb  the  hen.” 

He  arofe,  took  up  the  hen  and  comb,  and 
attempted  to  catch  the  little  infe&s  which 
he  faw  ;  but  the  hen  ftruggled,  and  her  head 
flipped  away  from  under  the  comb.  He  then 
thought  that  it  would  be  much  eafier  for  him 
to  kill  thefe  troublefome  guefts  with  a  large 
pin ;  and  as  he  did  not  go  very  lightly  to 
work,  he  plunged  it  into  the  brain,  and 
killed  the  hen.  Xailoun  was  in  the  greateft. 
confternation  to  behold  .the  murder  which  he 
had  committed  ;  but  he  was  ftill  more  grieved 
to  find-that  the  eggs  were  beginning  to  grow 
cold.  To  complete  his  diftrefs,  the  ^fs  fell  a- 
braying.  “  I  have  no  time  at  prefent,”  laid 
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he,  to  draw  water  j  when  I  am  on  your  back 
you  can  carry  me  draight  to  the  river  ;  you 
mud  therefore  go  now  without  me.”  He 
opened  the  door,  lliut  it  when  (he  had  gone 
out j  and  the  afs  and  her  colt  were  trotting 
in  the  flreets  of  Bagdad. 

After  this  ftep,  our  hero  brought  near  to 
the  child’s  cradle  the  large  earthen  veffei 
whereon  the  hen’s  eggs  were  placed,  and  fat 
down  upon  them.  It  was  pofhble  to  do  fo 
without  cruQiing  them  ;  but  an  equilibrium 
muft  be  preferved.  The  child  awoke,  and 
Xailoun  continued  to  rock  him  without  al¬ 
tering  his  portion.  He  again  awoke,  and 
the  fame  remedy  was  employed ;  but  ever y 
effort  to  lull  him  afleep  was  in  vain,  for  hun¬ 
ger  made  him  cry,  and  it  could  not  be  ap¬ 
peared.  Xailoun,  who  was  a  good  man  at 
bottom,  knew  no  torment  equal  to  that  of 
hunger.  “  Poor  child,”  faid  he,  “  you  (hall 
certainly  die  if  you  receive  no  milk :  your 
mother  has  not  returned ;  but  I  ought  to 
have  milk  ;  I  have  breads  as  well  as  (he.”  He 
then  put  afide  his  garment,  took  the  child, 
and  dill  covering  the  eggs,  laid  him  on  his 
bofom  as  a  nurfe  would  have  done,  but  fo 
as  wholly  to  cover  him  with  his  beard. 

The  child  was  deceived,  gave  over  crying, 
and  applied  his  lips  to  the  derile  bread 
which  was  offered  him.  Xailoun,  greatly  de¬ 
lighted 
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lighted,  rocked  him  in  his  arms  as  he  had 
feen  his  wife  do  :  he  attempted  alfo  to  ling  ; 
and  then  faid  to  himfelf :  “  My  wife  willies 
to  fee  me  changed  ;  file  will  be  greatly  afton- 
ifhed  to  find  me  changed  into  a  hen  and  a 
nurfe.” 

In  the  mean  time,  the  child  not  finding 
what  infiindt  prompted  him  to  feek,  became 
fretful,  and  cried  without  intermifiion.  Xai- 
loiln’s  diftiefs  increafed,  and  foon  came  to 
a  height.  His  wife  knocked  at  the  door,  and 
was  already  in  very  bad  humour.  She  had 
there  found  the  afs  and  her  colt,  and  fuppofed 
that  Xailotin  had  been  guilty  of  fomething 
worfe  than  negligence  in  the  execution  of  his 
commifiion.  She  commanded  him  to  open  the 
door.  “  I  cannot,”  anfwered  her  hufband.  Oit- 
bha  heard  the  cries  ofher  infant,  and  exclaim* 
ed,  “  Will  yon  open  you  ftupid  booby  ?”  I  can¬ 
not,”  anfwered  Xailoun  ;  “  I  am  hatching 
eggs,  and  I  am  Aurfing.*’  Oitbha,  who  had  a 
fufiicient  fhare  of  vigour,  took  up  a  ftone, 
burft  the  lock  with  a  (ingle  blow,  and  beheld 
her  hufband  in  his  ridiculous  poflure.  But 
however  much  exafperated,  the  duty  of  a  mo- 
l  ther  took  place  of  every  thing  elfe  j  (he  took 
the  child  from  him,  and  put  it  to  her  own 
v  bread  j  then  call  an  enraged  look  at  Xai¬ 
loun,  and  the  otje&s  around  him.  “  Who 
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killed  that  hen  ?” — “  It  was  I,  when  I  was 
combing  her.” — **  Where  are  the  eggs?,,— 
“  They  are  under  me.” 

At  thefe  new  marks  of  his  ffupidity,  Oit- 
bha  loft  all  patience,  and  gave  him  a  blow  with, 
the  hand  which  was  difengaged.  “  Rife  from 
that  place,  you  limpleton,”  faid  (he  ;  “  if  any 
of  our  neighbours  had  come  in  along  with 
me,  w'hwt  would  they  have  faid  ?  you  are  al¬ 
ready  a  fubjefb  of  converfation  to  the  whole 
town.” 

Although  the  blow  was  not  very  heavy,  it 
made  Xailoun  lofe  his  balance,  and  crufti  the 
eggs  which  were  beneath  him.  As  foon  as 
he  perceived  it,  fearing  left  he  Ihould  receive 
another  blow,  he  leaned  to  one  fide,  and  refted 
his  elbow  on  the  ground,  ready  to  burft  into 
tears  like  a  child.  “  Arife,  you  beaft,”  faid 
the  wife  with  a  threatening  tone.  Xailoun 
obeyed,  and  turned  about  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  Oitbha  could  not  avoid  feeing  this  new 
achievement  of  her  hulband. 

Oitbha  regretted  neither  the  hen  nor  the 
eggs  ;  but  ftie  was  very  anxious  to  know  how 
flie  could  make  her  hulband  lefs  ftupid,  or  at 
leaft:  make  him  appear  fo.  The  firft  great 
obje£l  was  to  keep  him  in  the  houfe.  He 
was  her  hulband,  and  the  father  of  her  chil¬ 
dren  ;  by  his  means  Ihe  had  acquired  a  for* 
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tune,  which  without  his  alliltance  fhe  could 
never  have  gained  :  there  were,  in  fhort,  ma¬ 
ny  reafons  why  fhe  Ihould  take  care  of  him, 
and  endeavour  to  five  him  from  thofe  affronts 
to  which  he  was  continually  expofed  by 
his  curiolity  and  fimplicity.  She  did  every 
thing  in  her  power  to  keep  him  near  herfelf, 
gave  him  excellent  nourifhment,  and  employed 
flattery  and  threatening  by  turns,  to  prevent 
him  from  indulging  his  fauntering  clifpofition: 
but  (lie  flruggled  againlt  an  inclination  which 
was  not  to  be  fubdaed. 

When  Xailoun  ceafed  to  be  watched,  being 
wholly  occupied  with  the  thoughts  of  his 
change,  he  went  out  in  quell  of  the  means  of 
its  accomplilhment.  He  mull  accultom  lmn- 
felf  to  hear  the  fame  difeourfe  repeated.  “  I 
have  befought  God  to  change  me,  but  he  has 
not  heard  me,  either  within  Bagdad  or  with¬ 
out  it.  Perhaps  it  is  my  fault,  -and  not  his  ; 
1  have  been  always  told  that  a  Muffulman 
mull  turn  his  face  towards  the  fouth,  when 
he  prays  to  him.  He  is  in  the  fouth  then  ; 
thither  I  mull  go  to  feek  him,  and  1  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  heard.” 

i 

While  thefe  reflc&ions  palled  in  his  mind, 
he  was  at  a  confiderable  dillance  from  the  ci¬ 
ty,  flill  directing  his  Heps  towards  his  new 
mark.  He  foon  perceived  a  forell  at  fome 
dillance,  and  faid  to  himfelf,  u  I  mud  go  and 
Vol.  1.  Ff  fee 
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fee  this  large  garden  ;  I  will  there  have  it  in 
my  power  to  eat  as  much  fruit  as  I  have  a- 
mind  ;  it  is  much  larger  than  the  one  1  was 
in,  and  it  will  be  much  better  ftored  :  by 
eating  a  larger  quantity,  I  will  certainly  be 
changed;  for  in  ftiort,  though  I  am-hot  an 
afs,  yet  I  am  flefh  and  blood.”  Xailoun’s  ge¬ 
nius  could  carry  him  no  farther  :  upon  enter- 
ins:  the  foreft,  he  w’as  aflonilbed  at  the  tallnefs 
of  the  trees,  and  his  being  able  to  perceive  no 
fruit. 

As  he  advanced  into  the  wood,  he  heard 
fome  noife  ;  and  according  to  his  cuftom,  ran 
up  to  the  place  whence  it  came.  He  now 
fell  into  the  mi  dll  of  a  band  of  robbers,  who 
were  dividing  fome  Ipoil  they  had  lately 
made.  Thefe  villains  immediately  furround- 
ed  him,  and  began  to  deliberate  whether  they 
fhould  cut  off  his  head  and  feet.  “  O  my 
God,”  exclaimed  Xailoun,  “  would  you  have 
me  changed  into  a  dead  man.''” 

Before  a  blow  was  ft  ruck,  one  of  the  rob¬ 
bers  who  was  on  horfeback,  informed  his 
companions,  that  fome  horfemen  were  obferv- 
ed  at  the  entrance  of  the  wood.  The  robbers 
left  Xailoun  and  the  plunder  behind,  mounted 
their  horfes,  arid  endeavoured  to  efcape  as  well 
as  they  could.  The  terror  of  the  ftmpleton 
was  gone,  and  had  given  place  to  curioftty. 
He  was  amuftng  hiprfelf  with  untieing  the 
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bundles,  to  obferve  what  was  within,  when  he 
was  furrounded  by  a  party  of  the  horfemen, 
fent  in  purfuit  of  the  robbers  ;  they  took  him 
for  one  of  the  number,  tied  his  hands,  and  re¬ 
proaching  him  with  abufive  language,  con¬ 
ducted  him  to  Bagdad  to  be  put  in  prifon. 

He  now  fliw  himfelf  delivered  to  the  hands 
of  the  jailor,  as  one  of  thofe  robbers  who  had 
ftruck  an  important  blow  ;  and  the  horfemen 
declared,  that  he  would  foon  have  his  compa¬ 
nions  along  with  him.  **  Run  to  the  fouth,” 
faid  Xailoun  to  himfelf,  “  to  be  changed  in¬ 
to  a  robber  !  Mofl  afluredly,  though  I  have 
been  told  lo,  God  is  not  there :  but  I  was 
not  long  an  afs,  an  ox,  or  an  evil  genie,  and  I 
hope  I  will  not  long  continue  a  robber  either.” 

While  he  uttered  this  reflection  in  the  dun¬ 
geon,  he  roufed  the  attention  and  curioflty  of 
a  companion,  whom  guilt,  rather  than  mif- 
fortune,  had  brought  into  the  fame  place. 
Fetah  was  the  name  of  this  prifoner,  a  very 
famous  and  formidable  robber,  who  had  been 
apprehended  the  day  before  in  committing  a 
mofl  daring  robbery.  Fetah  had  been  tried 
long  ago  ;  but  when  feized  by  juftice,  he  had 
always  found  means  to  efcape ;  and  when 
Xailoun  arrived,  he  was  deviling  fome  new 
expedient  to  extricate  himfelf  from  trouble. 

Fetah  examined  his  companion  in  difgrace, 
by  the  glimmering  of  a  lamp,  which  ferved 
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to  give  them  light,  and  addrefTcd  him 
afk  the  rcafons  of  his  imprifonment.  Xai- 
loun,  who  wanted  nothing  but  an  opportu-. 
nity  of  fpeaking,  told  him,  that,  having  been, 
at  the  fouth  to  pray  to  God  for  a  change,  that 
Ids  wife  might  not  beat  him,  nor  prevent 
him  from  going  abroad,  he  had  fuddenly  been, 
changed  into  a  robber. 

Fetah  conceived  a  good  omen  from  this 
iirft  explanation.  He  perceived  that  his  com¬ 
panion  was  a  fimpleton,  to  whofe  ideas  it  was 
neceffary  to  accommodate  onefelf,  in  order  to 
lead  him  into  a  fnare.  Before  they  were  an 
hour  together,  Fetah  perfe&ly  knew  who 
Xailoun  was  ;  what  he  had  done,  or  thought,, 
in  his  w'hole  life  ;  and  from  the  fimpleton’s 
rage  for  undergoing  a  total  change,  the  vil¬ 
lain  formed  the  delign  of  immediately  trans¬ 
forming  himfelf,  fo  as  to  make  his  efcape. 

Fetah,  to  difguife  himfelf,  in  cafe  he  Ihould 
be  apprehended  in  committing  his  late  rob¬ 
bery,  had  blackened  his  beard  and  hair,  and 
thickened  his  eyebrows,  which  were  natural¬ 
ly  very  fair.  Xailoun’s  were  of  the  fame 
complexion.  In  blackening  his  beard  and 
hair,  he  had  not  fpared  his  fkin,  and  bore  a 
greater  refcmblance  to  a  ncgroe  than  an  Arab.. 
The  natural  complexion  of  his  face  wras  like 
that  of  Xailoun,  ruddy  and  fanguine.  By 
walking  himfelf  well,  blackening  Xailoun, 
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and  prevailing  with  him  to  exchange  dreifes, 
the  transformation  would  foon  be  completed. 
“  Brother,  faid  he  to  Xailoun,  “  you  were 
wrong  in  going  to  the  fouth  to  fee  God:  his 
temple  extends  throughout  all  [fpace.  With 
refpect  to  me,  if  I  wifhed  to  make  a  change 
with  you,  and  you  agreed  to  it,  by  praying 
here  to  God,  with  very  little  trouble,  it 
would  inftantly  be  accompliihed  :  You  would 
no  longer  be  yourfelf ;  you  would  be  me. 
See  then  if  you  would  be  taken  for  a  robber, 
and  if  your  wife  durlt  beat  you.” 

“.You  are  very  black,”  faid  Xailoun  ;  “  I 
had  a  face  very  much  refembling  that,  when  I 
wras  changed  into  a  fcullion  ;  and  yet  my  wife 
beat  me  as  much  as  before.” — “  That  colour 
does  not  pleafe  you  then  ?’’ — No,”  faid 
Xailoun.” — Y^ou  fhail  fee,”  faid  Fetah,  “  that 
it  is  very  eafy  to  get  another  :  There  is  no¬ 
thing  to  do  but  to  pray  earneftly.  Let  us 
turn  our  backs  :  You  are  to  feek  God  in  the 
fouth,  and  I  will  fetk  him  in  the  north ;  we 
will  find  him  every  where.  Let  us  both  alk 
aloud  to  be  changed,  and  I  will  'inform  you- 
when  it  is  done. 

Xailoun  obeyed  very  willingly.  Fetah 
lleeped  a  handkerchief  in  his  water  veflel,. 
and,  with  great  dexterity,  took  off  all  the 
blacking  which  difguifed  his  hair,  beard,  and 
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complexion.  By  the  fmoke  of  the  lamp,  he’ 
blackened  a  pewter  veflel,  wherein  his  food 
had  been  brought,  and  bedaubed  his  hands. 
He  immediately  turned  about,  and  faid  to 
Xailoun,  “  Look  at  me  ;  don’t  you  find  me 
greatly  changed  ?”  Xailoun  remained  in  the 
utmoft  aftonilhment ;  for  the  villain  Fetah 
had  a  very  fine  figure.  “  What,”  faid  the 
fimpleton  ;  “  lhall  I  be  changed  as  you  have 

been  ?” - **  Yes,”  faid  Fetah  ;  “  provided 

you  will  allow  me  to  delineate  my  features 
upon  your  face.,  Xailoun  agreed  to  this  con¬ 
dition  ;  and,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  Fetah 
made  him  blacker  than  he  had  been  himfelf* 
“This  is  not  all,”  faid  he;  “  we  mud  alfo 
change  our  clothes,  and,  you  fee,  mine  are 
perfe£tly  new.” 

Xailoun  was  now  transformed  ;  and  Fetah 
wiflied  to  give  him  a  proof,  that  in  every 
refpedt  he  was  a  great  gainer  by  the  change. 

“  Youfhall  now  fee,”  faid  he,  **  how  you  vrill 
be  ferved  in  this  place.  I  hear  the  door  open ; 
the  turnkey  is  coming  ;  give  him  this  piece 
of  money,  and  fay  to  him,  with  a  firm  tone 
of  voice,  “  get  me  fome  pilau,  and  a  fhouldcr 
of  mutton  for  dinner.” 

Xailoun,  who  was  accuftomed  to  repeat 
what  he  was  told,  gave  the  piece,  without 
looking  at  it,  and  delivered  the  order  to  the 
turnkey.  The  turnkey  went  up  to  the  lamp, 
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and  faw  that  the  piece  he  had  received  was 
gold.  He  faluted  Xailoun,  from  refpedt  to 
his  money,  and  went  to  execute  the  comm  if- 
i  lion. 

While  Xailoun  enjoyed  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
being  changed,  13  as  to  command  refpeft,  and 
Fetah  the  hope  of  efcaping  by  his  cunning, 
both  met  with  a  fate  the  very  reverfe  of  what 
was  intended  for  them.  The  Caliph,  inform¬ 
ed  that  the  famous  Fetah  had  been  appre¬ 
hended,  ordered  him  to  be  conduced  without 
the  city,  and  there  undergo,  with  the  greateft 
rigour,  the  punilhment  to  which  he  was  alrea¬ 
dy  fentenced.  A  party  of  the  robbers,  among 
whom  Xailoun  had  thrull  himfelf, .  had  been 
taken  and  examined.  Being  aiked  who 
that  man  was,  they  unanimoully  declared 
that  he  was  an  ideot,  whom  they  were  amuf- 
ing  themfelves  with  terrifying;  and  it  was 
decided  that  he  Ihould  be  fe^at  liberty. 

A  judge  came  to  the  prifon,  and  ordered 
the  limpleton  to  be  brought  before  him  ;  ,the 
tarnkey  came,  and  Itriking  Fetah  on  the  Ihoul- 
der,  faid  to  him,  “  Come,  walk  forward, 
limpletonjyou  are  going  to  give  your  account.” 
Fetah  obeyed.  “  Leave  this  place,”  faid  the 
judge;  “  go  to  your  own  houfe ;  and,  if 
it  is  in  your  power,  be  not  fo  foolilh  for  the 
time  to  come.” 

“  Let 
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“  Let  Fetah  be  brought  forth,”  faid  the 
.  judge  :  the  turnkey  came  to  Xailoun.  44  Sir, 
you  have  no  time  to  finifti  your  fhoulder  of 
mutton  ;  the  judge  calls  for  you  :  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  give  you  back  your  change. 
If  you  have  any  other  piece  like'the  former, 
you  may  give  it  to  me  ;  your  bufinefs  will 
foon  be  over,  and  in  afhort  time  you  will  Hand 
in  need  of  nothing.” 

Xailoun  liftened  to  the  turnkey  with  a  filly 
flupid  air,  and  remained  fully  convinced  that 
he  had  undergone  a  total  change.  He  faw 
his  companion  treated  as  a  fimpleton,  but  he 
himfelf  was  fpoken  to  in  quite  a  different 
language.  He  was  moreover  affured,  and  he 
fully  believed,  that  very  foon  he  would  want 
nothing :  he  did  not,  hpwever,  make  the 
fmalleft  motion.  “  Go  on,”  faid  the  turnkey, 
“  you  mufl  not  give  us  the  trouble  of  drag¬ 
ging  you  from  hence  by  force;  believe  me, 
walk  cut  with  a  good  grace.”  “  I  don’t 
mean  to  give  you  any  trouble,”  replied  Xai¬ 
loun  ;  “  I  will  go.”  The  turnkey  looked  at 
him,  and  faid,  “  Follow  me.”  Poor  Xailoun 
obeyed  like  a  child,'  and  was  conduced  into 
the  chamber  of  juftice,  where  the  judge  thus 
addreffed  him  :  “  Fetah,  this  is  your  fentence; 
liften  to  the  reading  of  it.”  The  clerk  im¬ 
mediately  read  a  lift  of  crimes  of  which  the 
criminal  was  convi&ed,  andior  which  he  was 
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tondemned  to  be  hanged  at  the  ordinary  place 
of  execution,  without  the  city  of  Bagdad. 
u  Who  did  all  that  ?”  faid  Xailoun  ;  “  is  it 
not  written  on  that  paper  that  I  am  changed  ? 

I  am  changed  however,  look  you.”  The  judge* 
who  knew  not  the  robber’s  perfon,  fuppofed 
that  Fetah  was  acting  the  ideot,  in  order  to 
fereen  himfelf  from  punifliment;  and,  without 
any  regard  to  his  difeourfe,  ordered  them  to 
proceed  towards  the  place  of  execution. 

Oitbha  had  been  very  uneafy  fince  her  huf- 
band  difappeared  ;  and  fhe  had  revolved  in  her 
mind  all  the  different  kinds  of  accidents  which 
might  befal  a  man  of  his  character.  That  he 
had  gone  from  Bagdad,  fhe  never  once  fufpe£t- 
ed  ;  but  fhe  thought  that  he  might  have  been 
drowned  in  the  Euphrates,  or  have  expofed 
himfelf  to  fome  fcjuabble,  been  wounded,  and 
carried  to  an  hofpital.  She  had  already  run 
through  the  whole  city  to  get  information  con¬ 
cerning  him.  She  at  length  arrived  at  the 
prifon,  and  was  there  told  that  a  fimpleton  had 
lately  been  difmilfed.  Upon  going  back  to  her 
houfe,  Xailoun  was  not  there  ;  and  fhe  return¬ 
ed  to  the  prifon  flill  more  alarmed  than  ever.. 

A  villain,  well  known  throughout  Bagdad, 
Fetah  to  wit,  as  fhe  had  been  told,  was  com¬ 
ing  out  to  be  led  aw ?y  to  punifliment.  He 
walked  with  his  head  uncovered,  but  flill  it 
was  impoffible  for  her  to  recognife  him.  The 
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black  colour  which  had  been  given  to  his  hair, 
his  face,  and  his  beard,  concealed  the  perfon 
who  was  carried  away  ;  and  his  drefs  com¬ 
pleted  the  difguife.  But  there  was  in  his 
attitude  and  manner  of  walking,  and  in  his  fil¬ 
ly  way  of  flopping  to  look  about  him,  fome- 
thing  which  recalled  Xailoun  to  her  mind  eve¬ 
ry  moment ;  and  fhe  could  not  help  following 
the  cavalcade.  A  new  event  foon  put  the 
matter  beyond  all  doubt. 

As  they  were  coming  out  of  Bagdad,  Xai¬ 
loun  obferved  a  kardouon  fitting  within  reach 
of  him  upon  a  heap  of  {tones,  and  flopped 
fhort :  “  Ah  !  good  day,  coufin  !”  faid  he  ;  he 
was  urged  to  go  on,  but  he  anfwered  “  that  he 
withed  to  fpeak  with  his  coufin,  to  learn  if  he 
thought  him  greatly  changed.”  The  judge 
and  the  guard  were  afloniflied  at  this  inflance 
of  flupidity,  eithef^eal  or  pretended ;  and  at 
that  moment  Oitbha  having  lifted  up  her  veil 
fell  at  the  judge’s  feet,  44  Sir,”  faid  fhe, 
“  this  is  not  that  Fetah  whom  they  feek  for  : 
-this  is  an  innocent,  creature  who  never  did 
harm  to  any  body;  he  is  my  poor  hufband, 
the  fimple  Xailoun,  who,  out  of  his  extreme 
fimplicily,  has  allowed  fome  perfon,  I  know 
not  whom,  to  disfigure  him  in  this  manner: 
Let  me  make  him  clean,  and  we  will  here  find 
fome  by  whom  he  will  be  recognifed.” 

44  Comet 
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Come,  unfortunate  wretch,”  faid  Oitbha 
to  Xailoun,  with  that  tone  of  authority  which 
fhe  well  knew  how  to  affume,  “  where  have 
you  been  to  have  got .  into  this  fituation.” 
“  The  man  who  was  along  with  me  has  chan¬ 
ged  me.”  **  Are  not  you  alhamed,  after  all 
•your  ridiculous  transformations,  to  have  al¬ 
lowed  yourfelf  to  be  changed  into  a  robber 
and  a  villain,  and  thus  run  the  danger  of  be- 
'  ing  put  to  death  ?” 

Xailoun  made  no  reply,  but  allowed  his 
wife  to  wipe  off  with  a  handkerchief  the  black 
which  covered  his  face  and  hair.  Some  chil¬ 
dren  who  dwelt  near  the  prifon,  fell  a  crying 
that  it  was  the  evil  genie  who  eat  the  dead  bo¬ 
dies  ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  one  of  the  horfe- 
men  came  up  to  the  judge,  and  allured  him 
that  it  was  not  Fetah  the  robber.  “  I  arreft- 
ed  him,  Sir,  had  him  three  days  in  my  cullo* 
dy,  and  Ihould  certainly  know  him.  This 
naan  is  the  very  ideot  whom  we  met  with 
fome  days  ago  in  the  wood,  and  whom  you. 
ordered  to  be  fet  at  liberty  :  Fetah  mull  have 
had  the  addrefs  to  put  himfelf  in  his  place.” 

The  judge  was  convinced,  by  fo  many  con¬ 
curring  circumllances,  but  could  only  delay 
the  execution  of  the  fentence,  till  he  had  given 
an  account  to  his  fuperiors,  and  to  the  Ca¬ 
liph,  of  what  had  happened ;  and  confequently 
recommitted  Xailoun  to  prifon.  Oitbha  ac¬ 
companied 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


348 

compnnied  him,  and  procured  for  him  new 
and  fuitable  clothes,  that  he  might  lay  afide 
thofe  by  which  he  had  been  expofed  to  fo 
great  difgrace,  and  to  the  danger  of  loling  his 
head.  She  paid  the  jailer  very  liberally  be-'- 
fore-hand,  for  the  care  which  {lie  begged  him 
to  take  of  Xailonn,  till  the  order  for  fetting 
\  him  at  liberty  Ihould  arrive  ;  and  the  people 
connected  with  the  prifon  obferved,  that  he 
was  a  very  fortunate  fimpleton. 

With  refpedt  tO/Xailoun,  a  change  of  drefs 
would  have  been  agreeable  to  him  in  any  ou¬ 
tlier  fituation  ;  but  fince  he  was  difeovered  by 
his  wife,  and  expofed  to  threats  and  blows, 
there  was  no  transformation  which  could  give 
him  any  pleafure.  The  order  for  liberating 
him  at  length  arrived-:  Oitbha  carried  him 
away  with  her;  and  we  may  well  fuppofe 
that  Ihe  did  not  treat  him  in  the  gentleft  man¬ 
ner,  either  by  the  way,  or  in  the  houfe.  To 
prevent  him  from  going  in  quell  of  new  ad¬ 
ventures,  fear  mull  be  employed  to  overawe 
him  ;  but  it  was  impofTihle  to  change  his 
fauntering  difpolition,  or  lead  his  ideas  be¬ 
yond  the  beaten  tra£l  in  which  they  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  move.  He  mult  of  neceflity  be 
changed,  that  he  might  be  fafe  from  being 
feoldcd,  abufed,  or  confined  to  the  houfe.  This 
mult  be  the  work  of  God  ;  and  hitherto  he 
had  fought  him  in  vain,  “  God,”  faid  Xai- 
*  loun 
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loun,  <l  cannot  be  of  an  inferior  ftation  to  a 
Vifier  ;  the  Vifier’s  palace  is  juft:  befide  us, 
and  people  go  to  him  and  fpeak  to  him  :  I 
will  go  to  God’s  palace,  and  fpeak  to  him.” 

One  day  he  found  an  opportunity  of  efcap- 
ing;  and,  having  afked  at  every  body  for  God's 
palace,  was  conduced  to  a  mofque.  “  It  is 
not  this  I  mean,”  faid  he;  “  this  is  the  place 
where  prayers  are  add  refled  to  Mahomet  for 
mufifulmen  and  he  continued  to  afk  till  he 
was  in  the  environs  of  the  Caliph’s  palace.’ 
An  uftier  of  the  •court  heard  him,  and  contri¬ 
ved  to  draw  from  him  an  explanation  of  the 
favour  which  he  wifhed  to  obtain.  When  he 
was  informed  of  Xailoun’s  charadter  and  views* 
he  thought  that  he  might  afford  the  Caliph 
fome  amufement.  “  -Come,”  faid  he,  “  I 
will  condudt  you  whither  you  wifh  to  go.” 
“  And  fhall  I  fpeak  to  God  ?”  faid  the  poor 
fimpleton.  “  Yes,  you  fhall  fpeak  to  him  ; 
you  fhall  fee  him  face  to  face.”  So  faying, 
he  conduced  Xailoun  into  the  palace,  defired 
him  to  fit  down,  and  ordered  him  to  wait  till 

he  fhould  return. 

* 

Although  Xailoun  was  only  in  the  outer 
part  of  the  palace,  and  in  the  apartment  of  an 
inferior  officer,  he  thought  every  thing  very 
fine :  but  when  the  ufher  conducted  him 
through  the  court  and  apartments  which  led  to 
the  Divan,  he  could  not  give  over  exclaiming, 
Vql.  I,  G  g  “  Ah  1 
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“  Ah  !  how  fine  this  palace  of  God  is  1” 
When  he  faw  the  Caliph  upon  his  throne,  he 
was  quite  dazzled  with  his  grandeur.  The 
uflier  took  him  by  the  arm,  and  led  him  for¬ 
ward  ;  “  There  he  is,”  faid  he  ;  “  proftrate 
yourfelf,  and  fpeak  to  his  highnefs.”  “  What 
{hall  I  fay?”  replied  Xailoun  quite  confound¬ 
ed.  “  You  may  pray  for  a  change,  and  explain 
to  him  your  reafons.” 

Xailoun’s  lpeech  {hail  not  be  related  :  He 
was  in  fuch  aftoniftiment  and  confulion,  that 
he  did  not  difplay  even  his  ordinary  (hare  of 
underflanding.  His  wife,  his  houfe,  his 
ilreet,  the  blows  with  the  Hick,  his  transfor¬ 
mation  into  a  fcullion,  an  afs,  an  ox,  an  evil 
genie,  a  forcerer,  a  nurfe,  a  hen,  and  a  rob¬ 
ber  about  to  be  hanged,  were  all  confufedly 
jumbled  together  in  his  relation ;  for  the 
uflier  took  care  to  lead  him  on  from  one  de¬ 
tail  to  another.  He  concluded,  with  faying  ; 
“  My  God,  finceyou  now  hear  me,  change  me, 
I  befeech  you,  once  for  all :  but  change  me,  fo 
that  I  ihall  be  unknown  to  my  wife,  and  even 
to  myfelf ;  change  me  better  than  you  have 
changed  our  afs;  for  (lie  dill  receives  blows. 

Haroun  Alrafchid,  and  all  the  people  of 
his  court,  could  fcarcely  fupprefs  their  laugh¬ 
ter:  but  the  Caliph  reftrained  liimfelf,  and 
qrdered  the  uflier  to  conduct  Xailoun  into  an¬ 
other  apartment,  where  he  Ihould  inftantly 

be 
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be  changed.  If  he  bad  not  been  at  a  diftance 
from  the  Caliph,  he  would  have  thrown  him- 
feif  upon  his  feet,  to  kifs  them,  and  cruthed 
them  with  his  weight ;  but  luckily  he  was 
without  the  railing.  The  eunuchs  conducted 
him  into  an  apartment,  where  a  plentiful  re- 
pafl  was  ferved  up.  He  was  a  ftranger  to 
the  dilhes  ;  but  their  novelty  attracted  his 
fancy,  and  made  them  flill  more  agreeable.  He 
found  every  thing  good,  and  indulged  his  ap¬ 
petite,  believing  more  firmly  than  ever,  that 
man  can  be  changed  only  by  nourifhment, 
fince,  in  the  palace  where  he  now  was,  God 
himfelf  employed  no  other  means.  Exqui- 
fite  wines  were  added  to  the  good  entertain¬ 
ment  :  and  though  Xailoun  knew  not  what 
they  were,  he  yielded  to  the  pleafure  of 
drinking  them.  They  were  mixed  with  » 
ftrongly  narcotic  liquor,  of  which  he  imme¬ 
diately  felt  the  effect ;  and  before  he  was  able 
to  rife  from  the  table,  fell  into  a  very  deep 
fleep. 

The  Haves  only  waited  for  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  take  pofleflion  of  him.  He  was  wafh- 
ed,  rubbed,  and  cleaned  from  head  to  foot. 
An  old  Have,  who  was  deeply  lkilled  in  the 
art  of  preparing  pomatums,  paint,  and  every 
thing  relating  to  the  toilet,  was  brought  from 
the  feraglio.  By  the  balfams,  which  Ihe 
compofed,  fhe  could  give  freftmefs  and  beau- 
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ty  even  to  the  head  of  a  dead  perfon.  Xai- 
loun  paffed  through  her  hands,  and  came 
from  them  as  fair  and  frelh  as  a  rofe,  and 
with  a  fmooth  down  upon  his  Ikin. 

Fair  and  beautiful  locks,  negligently  tied 
with  a  buckle,  fupplied  the  place  of  his  own 
red  and  briftly  hair.  What  was  left  on  his 
eyebrows  formed  an  arch,  which  was  imme- 
diately  dyed  of  the  fame  colour  with  the 
locks.  He  was  drelTed  in  a  waiftcoat  of  a- 
zure  blue,  a  little  Hoped  before,  to  {hew  his 
neck  and  bofom,  the  whitenefs  of  which  was 
fet  off  by  an  artful  imitation  of  the  veins. 
A  diamond  ftar  fparkled.  on  his  bread,  and 
was  joined  by  the  pearls,  which  hung  from 
his  delicate  neck.  His  legs  were  adorned 
with  bulkins  of  uncommon  richnefs  and  gran¬ 
deur.  He  was  girt  about  with  a  magnificent 
fcarf ;  and  a  piece  of  gauze  fpangled  with  fil- 
ver,  and  gracefully  railed  upon  his  fide  by  a 
c.lafp  of  rubies,  flowed  upon  his..  Ihoulders. 
Wings  would  have  been  added;  but  this, 
would  have  embarraffed  his  motions ;  and  of 
thefe  they  wifiied  to  lofe  nothing. 

When  the  fat  and  fluggilh  Xailoun  was. 
completely  transformed  by  die  old  Have  into 
an  angel,  be  was  carried  into  a  magnificent 
hall,  and  placed  upon  a  very  rich  fofa,  under 
a  grand  canopy.  Four  glades  oppofite  to  one 
another  relieved  and  multiplied  his  figure.. 

There 
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There,  and  in  fuch  a  drefs,  did  he  awake  from- 
fleep. 

The  fame  night,  the  feftival  of  the  flowers 
*  was  to  be  celebrated  within  the  palace  j. 
and,  agreeable  to  the  whim  of  the  Caliph, 
Xailoun’s  transformation  added  to  the  gaiety 
of  the  feaft.  The  eunuchs  were  to  wait  till 
they  obferved  the  fymptoms  of  the  fleepy 
drugs  ceafing  to  operate,  before  they  fliould 
give  the  fignal  to  muficians,  who  were  placed 
above  in  a  gallery,  hid  by  a  covering  of 
gauze.  The  Caliph  himfelf  was  there,  in  or¬ 
der  to  enjoy  the  fight  of  the  awakening,  which 
the  mufic  was  to  efledluate. 

Night  was  come,  and  Xailoun  was  Hill  a*- 
fleep.  The  art  employed  to  lull  him  afleep,. 
was  afiifted  by  a  very  happy  natural  confuta¬ 
tion.  He  at  length  began  to  Air,  and  flretch 
himfelf.  The  mufic  was  at  firft  very  foft  ; 
but  it  was  foon  rendered  more  loud  and  pierc¬ 
ing,  by  the  found  of  warlike  inftruments ; 
and  Xailoun  was  at  length  completely  awaked. 
The  place  where  he  was,  was  lighted  by  two 
hundred  tapers :  He  looked  before  him,  andfaw 
an  angel  in  the  mirror :  He  turned  about,  and 
the  glafs  behind  the  fofa  prefented  another : 
He  looked  to  one  fide,  and  then  to  another,  Hill 

G  g  3  angels. 

*  At  this  feftival,  a  mirror  and  two  wax  tapers  are  plac¬ 
ed  before  every  flower  in  the  garden.  It  is  very  brilliant, 
and  happens  always  at  the  return  of  Spring, 
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angels.  He  at  length  caft  his  eyes  upon  his 
hands,  his  feet,  and  his  body,  and  was  daz¬ 
zled  with  every  thing  he  faw.  He  did  not 
fpeak,  but  uttered  cries  :  he  ran  through  the 
hall  j  went  up  to  all  the  glades  in  fucceffion  $ 
came  fo  near  them  as  to  touch  them  with  his 
nofe  ;  and  thought  that  angels  approached* 
and  killed  him.  “  Oh,  Oh  !”  exclaimed  he  } 
for  fo  great  was  his  aftonilhment,  that  he 
could  fay  nothing  elfe.  At  length  he  feemed 
to  recover  the  ufe  of  his  ferifes.  “  I  fee 
all  this  very  well,”  faid  he  ;  “  but  where  am 
1  ?  what  is  become  of  Xailoun  !— O  Xailoun  » 
Xailoun  !  are  you  come  then  to  fee  all  this, 
in  order  to  tell  it  to  my  wife  ?”  Then  run¬ 
ning  to  the  mirror:  “  Tell  me,  J  pray  you^ 
you  who  are  fo  beautiful,  where  is  this  poor 
Xailoun?  know,  that  however  beautiful  I 
am,  I  fhall  weep  if  I  don’t  fee  this  poor  Xai¬ 
loun.”— “  Hold  there,”  faid  a  foft  and  nmfi- 
cal  voice  from  the  top  of  the  gallery ;  «  feek 
no  longer  for  that  Xailoun  with  whom  thou 
wert  acquainted,  and  whom  his  wife  beat  fo 
frequently  ;  thou  art  Xailoun  ;  thou  didft  aik 
f°r„a  change’  and  bebo]d  it  is  accomplilh* 

And  who  are  thefe  beautiful  youths  a* 
round  the  hall,  who  come  to  me  when  I  go 
to  them  5  who  kifs  me,  and  whofe  nofe^is  fo 

cold  3 


I 


ARABIAN  TALES.  555 

cold  ;  who  fpeak,  and  yet  I  cannot  hear  what 
they  fay  ?” 

\  “  Thefe  are  pictures  of  thyfelf,  appearing1 

in  the  glafs  :  did  you  never  look  at  yourfelf 
in  a  glafs  ?” — “  O  yes !  but  I  never  faw 
more  than  one  picture;  now  I  fee  fome  at  the 
very  bottom  of  the  glafs,  and  others,  with 
their  backs  turned  to  me.” 

M  They  are  only  your  pictures,  however.” 

<  ■■■■■**  Very  well,  do  you,  who  now  fpeak  to¬ 

me,  defire  God,  who  is  fo  rich,  to  give  me 
all  thefe  pictures,  that  I  may  carry  them 
y  home  to  my  wife.” 

“  Do  you  intend  to  go  back  to  your  wife 
fince  Ihe  beats  you  fo  often  ?” — Yes  ;  flie  will 
beat  me  no  longer  ;  I  am  changed.”- — “  But, 
Xailoun,  do  not  you  wilh  to  remain  near 

God  ?” - “  I  will  remain  near  God,  and 

near  my  wife  ;  we  have  a  child,  and  my  wffe 
is  again  pregnant :  I  will  come  hither  to  fay 
my  prayers  five  times  a-day.” 

The  Caliph  was  much  entertained  with 
this  converfation  ;  but  it  was  now  time  to  let 
all  the  ladies  of  his  court  enjoy  the  pleafure- 
of  it.  Servants  came  to  inform  Xailoun,  that 
he  was  waited  for  in  the  gardens  of  the  pa¬ 
lace.  He  bade  adieu  to  the  pictures  ;  and  as 
he  was  accufiomed  always  to  obey,  ftraight- 
way  followed  thofe  from  whom  he  received 
the  invitation. . 

The 
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The  feftival,  at  which  Xailoun  was  pre* 
fent,  was  calculated  to  fill  him  with  tran— 
fport.  Every  flower  had  a  mirror  at  the  foot 
ot  its  (talk  t  and  the  pictures,  which  he  had 
left  in  the  hall,  feemed  to  accompany  him* 
wherever  he  went. 

Four  thoufand  tapers,  placed  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth,  illuminated  this  brilliant 
fpe&acle  -T  and  ten  thoufand  coloured  lamps 
decorated  the  whole  front  of  the  palace* 
Xailoun  at  firft  thought  that  he  was  in  para- 
dife.  “  You  are  not  quite  there,”,  faid  one- 
of  the  eunuchs  who  accompanied  him  ;  “  we 
don’t  intend  to  deceive  you  ;  this  is  only  the 
terreflrial  paradife,  and  you  are  in  the  pa¬ 
lace  of  Gad's  lieutenant ,  towards  whom  we 
are  about  to  conduct  you.” 

This  exprefiion  of  God's  lieutenant ,  was  un¬ 
intelligible  to  Xailoun  ;  for  according  to  his 
creed,  there  was  only  one  God.  But  he  had 
no  time  to  think  of  herefy  ;  for  lie  perceived,, 
under  a  magnificent  pavilion,  the  Caliph  Ihin- 
ing  in  all  the  fplendour  of  the  throne,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  all  the  beauties  of  his  Harem. 

At  fight  of  this,  Xailoun  exclaimed,  “  O 
what  pictures  !”  He  was  introduced  into  the 
circle,  and  all  the  women  drove  with  one  an¬ 
other  who  fhonld  mod  attract  his  attention. 
He  wilhed  to  approach  very  near  them  :  .**  Kifs 
me  now,”  faid  he  $  “  are  your  noies  cold  like 
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thofe  of  the  other  pi&ures  I  faw  ?  Ah  you 
fpeak  !  Do  you  recognize  me  ?  Am  not  I 
greatly  changed  ?  Our  afs  and  I  will  aftonifti 
all  our  neighbours  ;  there  will  be  nothing  in 
the  whole  quarter  which  will  have  undergone 
fach  a  change.” 

The  Caliph’s  women  laughed  moll  immo¬ 
derately  ;  but  they  wifiied  to  try  Xailoun’s 
fidelity  to  his  wife,  and  advifed  him  to  remain 
with  them.  “  Hold,”  faid  he,  “  I  fee  very 
well  you  are  houris  ;  but  I  am  not  dead,  and  I 
am  married.”  “  Can  you  love  the  woman 
who  beats  you  ?”  faid  one  of  the  Sultanefles^ 
“  What  is  love  ?”  replied  Xailoun  ;  “  Oitbha 
is.  my  wife,,  and  I  mu  ft  live  with  her  ;  does 
this  loving  mean,  living  ?” 

The  Caliph  perceiving  that  almoft  as  much 
had  been  got  out  of  Xailoun  as  could  be  ex¬ 
pected,  gave  orders  to  ferve  up  an  excellent 
£upper,  and  to  plunge  him  again  in  fieep,  pro- 
pofing  next  day  to  give  notice  to  Oitbha  to 
come  for  her  hufband.  Xailoun  fupped  with- 
a  keen  appetite,  not  thinking  in  the  leaft  on 
the  many  fine  objeCts  he  had  feen,  and  was  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  change,  as  he  could  now  ven¬ 
ture  to  return  home. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  eunuchs  and  (laves 
belonging  to  the  women  of  the  feraglio  were 
preparing,  without  the  huiow  ledge  of  the  Ca- 
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lipb,  to  enjoy  themfelves  at  the  fimpleton’3 
expence. 

As  loon  as  he  was  afleep,  they  dripped  him 
of  his  ornaments  and  finery,  and  clothed  him 
with  goat’s  fkins.  The  coverings  of  the 
hands,  inflead  of  a  forked  horn,  were  termi¬ 
nated  by  vultures  claws,  fitted  to  the  fkin 
and  his  head  was  adorned  with  an  endrmous 
leathern  rrialk.  Two  large  chrytlal  eyes,  of 
a  fiery  appearance,  glared  from  this  frightful 
figure. 

When  the  {laves  had  disfigured  poor  Xat- 
louu  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  lie  could  not 
know  himfelf  again,  they  laid  him  upon  a 
matt,  in  a  place  under  ground,  where  the 
Haves  ufed  to  be  put  as  a  punilhmont  for  flight 
offences.  But  to  precure  him  the  cruel  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  feting  himfelf,  they  lighted  the  dun¬ 
geon  with  two  lamps,  and  fixed  fome  mirrors 
upon  the  walls.  After  every  thing  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  their  observing  the  effedt  of  this  new 
transformation,  the  women  and  eunuchs  went 
to  enjoy,  till  Xailoun  fhould  awake,  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  feaft  given  in  the  garden,  where 
the  night  was  fpent  in  a  variety  of  amufe- 
ments  prepared  for  the  Caliph  and  his  ladies. 

When  it  was  day,  the  chief  eunuch  per¬ 
ceived  that  attendance  was  every  where  want¬ 
ing.  He  went  in  fearch  of  thofe  to  whom  it 
belonged,  and  at  length  found  them  amufing 
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themfelvres  with  the  terror,  diftrefs,  and  fcreams 
of  poor  Xaiioun.  An  example  would  inftant- 
ly  have  been  made  of  fome  of  them  for  fuch 
barbarity  j  but  the  favourite  {lave  of  the  beft 
beloved  Sultanefs  prefided  over  the  ridiculous 
punilhment  to  which  the  unfortunate  creature 
was  fubje&ed. 

If  we  refleft  that  Xaiioun  had,  within  the 
fpace  of  fourteen  hours,  taken  two  narcotic 
draughts  j  that  he  had  palled  fucceflively  from 
the  fight  of  paradife,  to  that  of  the  infernal 
regions,  where  the  chryftal  upon  his  eyes  re* 
prefented  every  thing  in  flames  ;  and  that  from 
the  delight  of  good  entertainment,  and  the  ca¬ 
rdies  of  the  attendants,  he  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  a  foolilh  and  brutal  rabble,  we  will 

t 

readily  allow  that  fuch  a  fituation  would  have 
made  even  a  wife  man  mad. 

Xaiioun,  alas  !  was  there  in  a3  bad  a  fitua¬ 
tion  as  he  had  been  at  the  mill,  and  in  the 
plough  :  one  confolation,  however,  he  enjoy¬ 
ed  ;  from  his  own  experience,  he  knew  that 
neither  good  nor  bad  changes  were  of  long 
duration.  But  when  he  faw  himfelf  thus 
changed  from  an  angel  into  a  devil,  he  had  a 
confufed  recolledtion  of  being  told  in  the  gar-,, 
den,  that  he  was  in  the  palace  of  God’s  lieu* 
tenant .  From  this,  he  concluded,  that  he  had 
not  come  to  the  palace  of  the  true  God,  and 
that  this  was  the  caufe  of  fo  horrible  a  change 
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u  O  my  God,  my  God,  do  you  yourfelf 
change  poor  Xailoun,  fince  this  God  has 
changed  me  fo  ill.” 

Xailoun’s  prayer  was  inftantly  heard.  The 
chief  eunuch  Cent  all  the  Haves  to  attend  to 
their  duty,  and  freed  the  poor  man  from  his 
horrible  garb.  He  gave  him  new  clothes 
from  head  to  foot,  fuitable  to  his  ftation,  and 
covered  his  head,  which  had  been  fliaved, 
with  a  fine  turban.  Xailoun  was  conducted 
into  an  outer  apartment  in  the  palace,  and  a 
good  breakfaft  was  ferved  up  to  him,  which  he 
['wallowed  eager  y,  refledling  in  his  own  way. 

Behold  him  again  changed,  and  fo  placed  be¬ 
fore  a  mirror,  that  he  could  fee  himfelf  in  it. 
Though  he  had  no  beard,  and  his  head  was 
covered  with  a  large  turban,  he  thought  that 
he  recognifed  himfelf.  “  Ha,”  faid  he,  44  I 
am  now  changed  into  a  young  Muflulman. 
My  wife  has  told  me  already  that  I  am  worfe 
than  a  child  ;  this  will  b^  quite  another  thing; 
however,  for  my  own  part,  I  find  it  not  amifs ; 
and  if  I  could  get  a  beard,  I  would  not  be 
forry  to  continue  in  this  lituation.”  While 
Xailoun  was  thus  talking  to  himfelf  before 
the  mirror,  he  did  not  lofe  time,  but  eat  and 
drank  very  heartily  every  thing  which  was 
fet  before  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Caliph  having  awak¬ 
ed,  the  chief  eunuch  had  already  informed 

him 
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him  of  the  extravagancies  committed  by  the 
flaves,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  the  favourite 
of  the  Sultanefs.  ,The  fovereign,  inflead  of 
blaming  any  one,  condemned  himfelf.  “  We 
fet  the  example  of  abufe,”  faid  he ;  “  and  it 
is  not  wonderful,  that  {laves  lhould  improve 
upon  our  follies.  I  have  attended  to  this 
man,  and  find,  that  though  he  has  no  under- 
flanding,  he  has  a  heart.  I  am  anxious  to 
fee  Oitbha ;  who,  while  ihe  overawes,  as  it 
appears,  by  fears  and  blows,  this  llupid  bear, 
has  been  able  to  tame  him  To  well,  that  he 
withes  always  to  return  to  her.  I  will  try 
her  character,  as  I  have  done  that  of  her  huf- 
band  ;  and  if  I  am  pleafed  with  her,  I  will 
make  amends  for  the  fault  which  has  been 
committed  wdth  regard  to  them.”  He  or¬ 
dered  one  of  his  eunuchs,  to  tell  the  uftier 
who  had  brought  Xailoun,  to  go  for  his  wife 
Oitbha,  and  inform  her  beforehand  of  every 
thing  which  had  happened  the  preceding 
day.  “If  die  is  worthy  of  etlcem,”  added 
the  Caliph,  “  as  I  have  fome  reafon  to  think, 
I  will  not  be  flow  in  making  reparation  for 
the  wrongs  which  I  have  done  her.” 

The  ufher  received  his  orders  ;  and  Oitbha, 
who  was  very  uneafy  about  her  hufband, 
•learned  from  him  that  he  was  at  the  Caliph’s 
.palace.  The  events  of  the  day  and  night 
were  related  to  her  ;  and  lad  of  all,  {he  was 
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informed,  that  the  Caliph  expe&ed  her  atten¬ 
dance.  ThefuccefTionof  her  ideas  was  very  rapid; 
and  ffie  perceived  at  once  all  the  advantage 
which  might  be  derived  from  the  abufe  which 
had  been  madeofher  hufband’s  imbecillity.  Hi¬ 
therto,  while  (he  enjoyed  an  honeft  affluence  with¬ 
in  her  own  houfe,  ffie  had  artfully  concealed  the 
fortune  lhe  had  gained  ;  though  die  might 
fflew  a  part  of  it  to  the  Caliph  without  expos¬ 
ing  herfelf,  there  would  have  been  great  dan¬ 
ger  if  die  had  been  firft  fufpedted  by  a  Cadi. 
She  drefled  herfelf  genteelly,  affixed  to  her 
girdle  two  purfes,  each  containing  two  thou- 
land  pieces  of  gold  ;  covered  herfelf  with  a 
large  new  veil,  and  fet  out  along  with  the 
11  flier  to  the  palace. 

The  Caliph  was  feated  on  his  throne  ;  Oit- 
bln  was  brought  before  him,  and  proftrated 
herfelf.  Haroun  ordered  her  to  arife.  She 
then  uncovered  her  face,  and  faid,  “  I  obey 
the  orders  of  the  Sovereign  Prince  of  the 
Faithful ;  what  is  his  pleafure  -with  Oitbha 
the  humbled:  of  his  Haves  ?” 

“  Oitbha,”  faid  the  Caliph,  “  your  huffland 
Xailoun  was  yefterday  brought  into  my  pa¬ 
lace  ;  and,  as  you  have  been  already  informed, 
his  extreme  fimplicity  ferved  for  the  amufe- 
ment  of  my  court.  I  have  learned  from  his 
own  confeffioh,  and  from  many  accounts 
which  I  have  heard,  that  his  natural  reftleff- 
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nefs  of  difpofition  and  defeat  of  judgment, 
have  even  brought  his  life  into  danger.  It  is 
not  reafonable  that  a  young  woman  like  you 
fhould  continue  indiflolubly  united  to  a  man 
totally  void  of  underftanding.  I  promife  to 
get  your  marriage  diffolved,  and  to  caufe  your 
hufband  be  taken  care  of  in  one  of  thofe  houf- 
€S  where  we  confine  thofe  whom  it  is  necefTa- 
ry  to  fecure  againft  the  confequences  of  their 
own  mifeondudt,  while  at  the  fame  time  they 
are  prevented  from  doing  any  injury  to  focie- 

“  'O  moft  wife  Caliph  !”  faid  Oitbha, 
“  poor  Xailoun  is  my  hufband  in  the  fight  of 
God,  and  confequently  cannot  ceafe  to  be  fo 
by  any  human  law.  I  fhould  be  quite  diftref- 
fed,  were  he  confined  in  any  place  where  it 
would  be  impoflible  for  me  to  pay  him  that 
attention  which  I  owe  him.  He  is  the  father 
of  my  children ;  in  the  eye  of  heaven,  he  is 
the  crown  of  my  head  ;  and  it  can  only  fliine 
by  the  propriety  of  my  own  conduct.  He 
does  no  injury  or  harm  to  any  one  ;  and,  as  his 
underftanding  is  weak,  all  the  refourccs  of 
mine  ought  to  be  exerted  in  his  behalf.  The 
idlenefs  to  which  he  is  naturally  inclined  has  re¬ 
duced  him  to  abfolute  imbecillity,  and  would 
infallibly  have  led  him  into  fome  misfortune. 
I  have  employed  feverity,  threatening,  and 
even  blows,  when  I  found  that  I  could  fuc- 
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ceed  only  by  infpiring  terror.  After  having- 
fubje&ed  him  to  my  authority,  I  determined 
to  alter  my  conduft  with  regard  to  him,  and  try 
to  make  him  aflume,  as  it  were,  another  ftation 
in  the  world.  1  kept  him  in  the  houfe  free 
from  every  labour ;  but  to  our  great  misfor- 
/  tune,  he  made  his  efcape,  and  came  hither. 
How  has  he  not  found  an  afylum  in  this  au- 
guft  manfion,  where  every  MuiTulman  upon' 
earth  may  come  and  feek  refuge  ?  It  is  a  con- 
fequence  of  the  extraordinary  nature  of  his  lot 
and  mine,  for  which  I  venture  to  demand  juf- 
tice  from  you.  Reftore  to  me  Xailoun,  O  wife 
Caliph;  my  duty  makes  him  dear  to  me.  He 
is  a  man  devoid  of  judgment ;  but  he  is  a 
faithful  MuiTulman,  who  poflefles  no  malice, 

1 

and  who  is  innocence  itfelf.  If  he  has  been 
fo  unfortunate  as  to  injure  any  perfbn  in  Bag¬ 
dad,  here  are  four  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  ;  it 
is  our  whole  fortune ;  I  bring  them  for  his 
ranfom  ;  and  I  would  ftake  even  my  own  li¬ 
berty,  for  whatever  may  be  wanting  to*pro- 
t:ure  his  enlargement. ” 

Oitbha  was  not  beautiful,  but  (he  had  great 
expreflion  in  her  countenance;  fhe  was  young, 
had  a  frefli  complexion,  and  dilplayed  much 
dignity  in  her  motions.  The  Caliph  was  a- 
ikamed  of  having  expofed  himfelf  -with  her, 
to  procure  a  momentary  amufement  at  the 
expence  of  her  hufband’s  iinbccillity  ;  but 

the 
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the  means  of  getting  out  of  the  embarraflment 
were  always  in  his  power.  He  whifpered  to 
liis  chief  eunuch,  who  returned  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  holding  a  calket,  and  conducing  Xai¬ 
loun,  who  was  now  covered  with  a  beautiful 
robe. 

“  Oitbha,”  faid  Haroun,  “  there  is  your 
hufband  :  the  robe  which  I  have  conferred 
upon  him,  he  owes  to  thofe  fentiments,  with 
which,  fuch  as  he  is,  he  has  been  able  to  in- 
fpire  you.  I  now  fee  that  I  formed  a  true 
judgment  of  your  character,  from  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  attachment  to  you  evidenced  by  this 
man,  whom  one  could  fcarcely  believe  capable 
of  feeling.  I  take  you  both  under  my  pro¬ 
tection  ;  and  inltead  of  demanding  a  ranfom 
for  the  liberty  of  Xailoun,  here  are  four  thou- 
fand  fequins  which  I  add  to  thofe  you  in¬ 
tended  to  part  with. 

The  firft  objeCl  which  Xailoun  favv  upon' 
his  entrance,  was  his  wife  :  after  making  an 
excufe  to  her  for  his  lad  flight,  he  haftened  to 
fliew  her  his.  pelifle.  **  Changed  !  changed  !” 
faid  he,  “  much  better  changed  !”  He  then 
perceived  the  Caliph;  “  Ah  !.  claws,  horns, 
God,  lieutenant  !”  exclaimed  he,  and  at  the 
fame  time  ran  to  conceal  himfelf  behind  his 
wife.  The  latter,  after  a  refpe&ful  bow,  took 
the  cafket  which  the  Caliph  prefented  to  her 
from  the  eunuch’s  hands,  put  in  it  the  four 
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purfes  fhe  had  brought  ;  and  having  given  it 
to  Xailoun,  made  a  profound  reverence,  and 
withdrew.  The  four  thoufand  fequins  were 
but  a  fmall  addition  to  the  immenfe  fortune 
which  fhe  could  call  her  own;  but  they 
afforded  a  good  pretence  for  enjoying-  it. 
The  Caliph  had  given  her  four  thoufand  fe¬ 
quins  ;  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  after,  it  was 
reported  in  Bagdad,  that  he  had  given  her  a 
whole  cheft-full  of  them. 

As  Oitbha  was  on  her  way  to  the  palace, 
flie  had  remarked  that  there  was  a  houfe  of  a 
genteel  appearance  to  be  fold  near  the 
great  market-place.  She  entered  it ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  concluded  the  bargan  before  fhe  came  out, 
took  the  keys  with  her.  Returning  to  her 
houfe,  flie  began  with  putting  the  two  bags 
which  contained  her  real  fortune  upon  the  afs, 
and  conducting  it  to  her  new  houfe,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  Xailoun,  who  was  her  man  of  labour 
in  affairs  that  required  fecrecy  ;  but  as  to 
.others,  fuch  as  that  of  tranfporting  her  effeCts, 
fhe  hired  common  porters,  and  againft  even¬ 
ing,  Hie  was  able  to  take  poffeflion  of  the 
houfe  which  fhe  had  bought.  The  former 
poffelTor  was  a  rich  merchant,  whofe  accommo¬ 
dation  flie  found  in  it,  and  it  was  already  known 
in  the  quarter  which  fhe  left,  that  the  Caliph 

had  given  her  a  cafket  full  of  gold. 
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Oitbha  did  not  make  a  bad  ufe  of  her 
riches  ;  but,  next  day,  Ihe  bought  a  very 
good  mule,  and  a  pair  of  bags.  The  day  fol¬ 
lowing,  Ihe  propofed  to  Xailoun  to  mount  him 
upon  the  mule,  and  go  to  his  coufin’s  houfe.  It 
may  eafily  be  fuppofed,  that  Xailoun  was 
very  happy  at  this  party  of  pleafure.  Oit¬ 
bha  mounted  the  afs,  and  Xailoun  followed 

* 

her  upon  the  mule.  When  they  arrived  at 
the  ruins,  the  kardouon,  Xailoun’s  adopted 
coufin,  was  fitting  upon  the  very  heap  of 
ftones,  which  covered  the  mouth  of  the  cave. 
Seeing  the  riders  approach,  it  hid  itfelf ;  but 
Xailoun  had  perceived  it,  and  exclaimed, 
“  Ah  !  there’s  our  coufin.” — “  We  muft  go 
to  his  houfe,”  faid  Oitbha  ;  “  we  have  now 
two  beads  to  fupport,  and  we  muft  have  food 
for  them  both.  Come,  Xailoun,  throw  thefe 
ftones  out  of  our  way,  and  we  lhall  imme¬ 
diately  enter  your  coufin’s  abode.” 

Xailoun  laboured  very  hard.  The  trap, 
and  the  ring,  by  which  it  was  lifted  up, 
made  their  appearance.  The  entrance  to  the 
fubterraneous  abode  was  at  length  cleared. 
Oitbha  had  provided  lierfelf  with  a  light,  and 
advanced  into  the  cave,  where  Ihe  found  a 
great  quantity  of  precious  veflels,  which  were 
perfectly  ufelefs  to  her.  “  What  do  you 
feek  for  then  ?”  faid  Xailoun. — “  I  am 
feeking  for  your  coufin,  but  he  is  not  here : 

we 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


368 

we  muft  go  and  take  his  carrots.”  She  went 
to  the  unis  containing  the  pieces  of  gold,  fil¬ 
led  the  four  bags  with  them,  and  cauled  Xai- 
loun  carry  them  out,  and  lay  them  on  the 
beads  of  burden,  which  were  tied  to  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  cave.  Gome  along,”  faid 
fhe  ;  “  let  us  fliut  the  door  and  fet  out ;  we 

will  return  in  the  afternoon,  and  fee  if  our 

* 

coufin  will  be  more  civil.  After  feme  flones 
were  thrown  above  the  trap,  fhe  returned 
home  on  foot. 

In  thr  afternoon,  file  made  a  fecond  jour¬ 
ney,  and  completely  emptied  the  urns  which 
contained  the  gold  coins.  Xailoun  then  put 
the  trap  in  its  place,  covered  it  with  as  many 
flones,  as  he  poiTibly  could  ;  and  they  both 
returned  to  Bagdad.  She  had  left  behind,  ill 
the  cave,  great  riches,  confiding  in  precious 
vt'ieis.  Sue  might  one  day  reveal  the  fecret 
to  her  children,  but  fhe  thought  this  fuper- 
fluiiy  ufelefs  at  prefent. 

When  Oitbha  favv  herfelf  well  fettled  in 
her  own  houfe,  and  found,  that  the  public 
opinion  concerning  her  fortune  was  well  eda- 
blidied,  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Caliph’s 
bounty  and  protection,  fhe  was  anxious  to 
bring  Xailoun  to  the  enjoyment  thereof.  The 
number  of  her  children  increased  :  They 
would  one.  clay  blufh,  that  they  had  an 
ideot  for  their  father  j  and  it  was  pro¬ 
per 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


369 

per  to  prevent  him  from  doing  any  public 
atts  of  imbecillity,  and  to  colour  thofe  which 
could  not  be  concealed. 

She  firft  bought  (laves  for  the  fervice  of 
her  children  and  herfelf ;  but  (he  paid  parti¬ 
cular  attention  to  thofe  who  were  to  be  at¬ 
tached  to  Xailoun.'  It  was  with  great  dif- 
.  ficulty  (he  could  find  fuch  as  were  proper  for 
him.  At  length  (he  procured  two,  who  were 
of  a  mature  age,  who  poflefled  underftanding  ; 
and  to  whom,  in  fliort,  lhe  could  give  her  con¬ 
fidence.  They  were  to  carry  Xailoun  out  to 
walk,  wherever  it  ftiould  be  agreeable  to  him; 
and  he  frequently  took  delight  in  going  to 
the  ruins,  and  converfing  with  the  firft  kar- 
douon  he  happened  to  meet.  His  guides  were 
ordered  not  to  contradict  him ;  but  when  he 
wifhed  to  remove  the  heap  of  (tones,  in  order 
to  get  at  his  coufin’s  houfe,  they  muft  oppofe 
it,  and  tell  him,  Oitbha  does  not  wi/h  it . 
The  firft  days  that  Xailoun  enjoyed  this  kind 
of  liberty,  he  fet  out  to  the  ruins,  mounted 
on  his  mule.  When  he  was  there,  he  wiftied 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  his  coufin,  and  take  his  car¬ 
rots  ;  but,  at  this  (ingle  expreffion,  Oitbha 
does  not  wi/h  it,  he  immediately  defifted. 

His  guides  prevented  him  from  thrufting  him* 
felf  into  every  place,  as  formerly :  If  ^any  thing 
excited  his  curiofity,  they  w?ent  and  procured 
it  for  him.  Th?  ufe  of  it  was  pointed  out; 

and, 
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and,  if  lie  conceived  any  liking  for  it,  it  was 
purchafed.  If  it  was  extravagant,  the  whole 
was  fettled  by  thcfe  words,  Oitbha  does  not 
iv'Jh  it.  He  no  longer  thought  of  fauntering 
through  Bagdad.  Oitbha  had  perfuaded  him 
that  he  was  totally  changed,  and  that  there 
was  no  farther  need  of  being  fo,  but  that  he 
mud  be  obedient. 

In  the  mean  time,  one  of  the  mod  confi-  y 
derabie  merchants  in  Bagdad,  who  was  Oit- 
bba’s  neighbour,  experienced  a  reverfe  in 
trade,  and  fuddenly  favv  his  credit  fhaken  by 
a  lofs  which  lie  met  with  at  fea.  Oitbha 
learned  that  he  was  in  want  of  money,  and 
went  to  his  houfe.  “  Every  time  you  have 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  good  Xailoun, 
my  liufband,”  faid  die,  “  you  treat  him  with 
huma.iity  and  friendiliip,  and  I  am  greatly 
indebted  to  you  for  your  kindnefs.  You  are 
a  worthy  man;  and,  as  1  know  that  you  have 
met  wTith  misfortunes,  I  come  to  offer  you 
ten  thoufand  fcquins  :  -You  may  fend  for 
them,  and  I  lend  you  them  without  any  in- 
tered,  fave  that  which  I  ihall  derive  from  the 
pleafure  of  obliging  a  man  of  fo  much  good- 
nefs.”  • 

The  merchant  gratefully  accepted  fo  kind 
an  offer,  paid  all  his  debts,  and  re-edablifhed 
and  increafed  his  credit  and  fortune.  He  in¬ 
formed  his  bed  friends  cf  Oitbha’s  generous 
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conduct  with  regard  to  him  ;  and  that  noble 
a&ion  very  Toon  became  public.  As  foon  a3 
it  was  known,  that  by  careffing  Xailoun,  a 
refource  of  this  kind  could  be  found  in  time 
of  need,  every  one  drove  who  fhould  be  mod 
lavifti  in  their  attentions.  The  flaves,  who 
conduced  him,  had  great  difficulty  in  free¬ 
ing  him  from  thole  demonftrations  of  friend- 
(hip,  which  were  (hewn  him  on  his  way; 
and  they  never  allowed  him  to  accept  any 
thing  which  was  offered  him. 

Oitbha,  having  been  repaid  by  the  fird 
merchant,  to  whom  die  had  given  affiitance, 
had  occafion  to  adventure  with  three  others. 
One  of  them  entirely  failed  in  his  engage¬ 
ments,  and  die  felt  not  the  fmalled  regret  at 
the  lofs.  She  received  marks  of  refpedt  and 
attention  in  every  dreet  of  Bagdad,  and  die 
Was  fuppofed  to  have  very  large  commercial 
concerns.  Henceforth  fhe  might,  without 
danger,  openly  make  ufe  of  her  riches,  aod 
hazard  meeting  with  fome  Ioffes. 

Xailoun’s  table  was  excellently  furnidied. 
The  Caliph’s  officers  fometimes  came  to  eat 
at  it,  and  he  made  no  more  foolifh  fpeeches  ; 
for  the  two  daves  either  anfwered  for  him,  or 
dictated  a  reply.  He  at  length  became  able 
(which  may  eafily  be  believed  of  a  man,  wffio 
has  no  felf-conceit  to  overcome)  to  extricate 

himfelf 
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himfelf  from  an  embarraflment  with  as  much 
fpirit  as  other  men. 

Oitbha  lived  happy  with  Xailoun :  She 
gave  her  children  a  good  education,  and  fet¬ 
tled  them  very  richly  in  Bagdad.  She  conti¬ 
nued,  till  her  death,  which  happened  foon 
after  that  of  her  hufband,  to  procure,  by  her 
beneficence,  the  good  will  and  admiration  of 
the  public  ;  and  her  lofs  was  a  fource  of  great 
affliction  to  all  who  had  the  pleafure  of  her 
acquaintance. 


44  Well  1  filter, ”  faid  Dinarzade  to  the 
Sultanefs  ;  “  we  have  not  interrupted  your 
narration,  though  it  contained  many  very  tri¬ 
vial  things.  But  it  has  given  rife  to  an  idea, 
which  is  more  important,  viz.  that,  if  Oit- 
bha’s  hufband  had  not  been  fo  weak,  he  could 
never  have  made  a  fortune,  much  lefs  could 
his  wife  have  brought  him  to  enjoy  thofe  riches 
which  accident  had  procured  them.  This 
iliews  us  that  there  is  in  every  thing,  even  in 
flupidity  itfelf,  a  certain  point  which  is  de- 
firable  to  be  attained.  You  have  moreover 
led  us  into  Bagdad,  till  we  are  a  little  fa¬ 
tigued;  and  you  fometimes  filled  us  with  ap- 
prehenfions  of  being  fmothered  in  the  crowd. 
I  think  you  owe  fome  fort  of  compenfation  to 
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us,  as  well  as  to  our  favourite  Haroun  Alra- 
fchid.  The  light  in  which  you  have  now 
exhibited  him,  is  rather  unfavourable  j  and, 
until  you  have  recolle&ed  fome  other  exploit 
of  his  youth,  or  of  his  more  advanced  years, 
relate,  if  you  pleafe,  the  adventures  of  the 
princefs  Ilfetilfone  his  daughter,  and  Simon* 
ftapha.  We  will  there  behold  this  fon  of 
juftice  difplaying,  in  his  fetting  ray,  thofe 
fublime  qualities  which  his  riling  prefaged, 
and  which  illuminated  every  part  of  his 
courfe.” 

“  Sifter,”  replied  Sheherazade,  **  the  ftory 
is  long,  and  1  will  not  try  the  Sultan’s  pa¬ 
tience  without  his  permiflion.”  Schahriar 
granted  it  with  pleafure;  and  the  beautiful 
Sultanefs  began  her  relation  in  the  following 
words. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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The  Adventures  of  Siimuflapha^  and  the  Princefs 
Ilfetilfone . 


UNDER  the  reign  of  Haroun- Alrafchid ,  a 
young  man,  of  the  moft  regular  features, 
cf  the  moft  beautifui  and  agreeable  counte¬ 
nance,  and  of  the  moft  majeftic  and  elegant 
mein,  came  to  fettle  in  Bagdad.  Here  he  pur- 
chafed  a  confiderable  inn,  empty  by  the  death 
of  an  eminent  citizen  ;  he  embelliflied  the  gar¬ 
dens,  gave  a  new  appearance  to  the  rooms,  and, 
in  fhort,  he  converted  this  fmall  palace  into 
fuch  a  fplendid  cook’s  lhop  as  had  never  been, 
feen  in  Bagdad,  or  perhaps  in  any  other  city  of 
Afta. 


Here  every  thing  was  ferved  up  In  filver- 
plate  and  china,  by  flaves  drefted  with  uncom¬ 
mon  tafte  and  neatnefs.  The  paftry,  and  every 
■other  difh,  was  feafoned  with  a  delicacy  which 
even  the  cooks  of  the  caliph  were  unable  to  ri¬ 
val.  This  moft  eminent  cook’s  name  was  Si- 
mouftapha. 

Vol.  IL  A  His 
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His  fine  figure,  his  engaging  and  polite  manner, 
and  the  fplendid  entertainments  which  he  gave, 
fbon“  invited  to  his  houfe  the  fir  ft  rate  people 
of  Bagdad  *,  and,  as  his  ragouts  never  failed  to 
fharpen  the  blunteft  appetite,  he  became  the 
favourite  cook  of  the  place.  His  hoilfe  and 
gardens  were  continually  crowded  with  thofe 
who  prefer  luxury  to  the  moft  rational  enjoy¬ 
ments. 

The  caliph’s  courtiers  were  conftzntly  prai- 
flng  in  his  prefence  the  cook’s  exquifite  enter¬ 
tainments  *,  but,  either  the  prince  could  fpare 
ho  time  for  the  trifles  of  the  kitchen,  or  the 
defire  of  fatisfying  himfelf  of  the  fkill  of  Si- 
fnouftapha  muft  come  to  him  in  a  way  corre- 
fponding  with  his  own  whim  and  caprice. 

‘  The  flaves,  particularly  the  females,  of  Ha- 
foun’s  palace,  took  a  turn  every  day  round  Si- 
mouftapha’s  fhop,  and  never  returned  without 
fomething  prepared  after  his  beft  manner. 

The  moft  forward  of  thefe  flaves  was  Na- 
mouna,  the  affectionate  governefs  of  the  prin- 
cefs  Ilfetilfone,  a  moft  amiable  young  lady,  and 
the  cd’rph’s  foie  progeny  by  Zobeida,  who,  of 
all  his  other  women,  was  his  darling  favourite. 

Namouna  enjoying  fuch  freedom  as  was  fuit- 
able  to  her  ftaticn  and  time  of  life,  walked 
every  day  in  the'ftreets  of  Bagdad.  The  chil¬ 
dren 
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dren  knew  her  notwithstanding  her  Veil,  and 
named  her  whenerer  they  faw  her. 

Simouftapha,  whofe  fhop  fhe  frequented,  na¬ 
turally  obliging  to  every  body,  was  particularly 
fo  to  her.  He  made  her  lit  down,  ferved  her 
firft,  and,  by  his  agreeable  and  polite  attentions, 
prepoflefTed  her  much  in  his  favour. 

The  good  old  lady,  highly  gratified  with 
every  piece  of  flattery,  faid  within  herfelf,  “  Ha, 
fine  young  fellow,  heaven  blefs  thee,  thou  re¬ 
vered:  old  age and,  whenever  fhe  entertained 
the  young  princefs  with  the  news  fhe  had  pick¬ 
ed  up  in  her  city-walks,  fhe  always  concluded 
with  an  encomium  on  the  charming  Simouda- 
pha. 

He  had  fhown  her  ail  his  gardens  with  the 
utmoft.  politenefs,  and  treated  her  on  every  oc- 
cafion,  even  without  knowing  her,  with  every 
poffible  degree  of  refpefh  The  whole  of  his 
behaviour  was  natural,  and  flowed  from  a  be¬ 
nevolent  foul,  and  the  highed  efleem  for  the- 
fex. 

(<  He  is  fo  obliging,”  exclaimed  Namcuna* 
“  his  voice  is  fo  fweet  and  melodious,  that 
every  word  conveys  a  fecret  charm.  His  de¬ 
portment  is  noble  as  his  deeds.  In  a  word,  he 
is  a  tranfeript  pf  Jofeph,  Jacob’s  darling  fon. 
Cod  protect  the  woman  who  fhall  be  tempted 
A  2  to 
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to  take  hold  of  his  mantle  1  But  he  rs  harmless 
as  a  dove.” 

IlfetiHone  was  highly  diverted  with  her  old 
confidant.  And  no  fooner  had  fhe  returned 
from  the  city,  than  fhe  inquired  how,  fhe  had 
fncceeded  with  the  cook. 

X  will  take  care,  faid  Namouna,  that  I  may 
not  be  impofed  upon;  fure  I  am  not  fo  weak 
as  to  fall  in  love ;  but  there  can  be  no  harm  in 
regaling  myfdf  with  his  ragouts ;  whatever 
comes  from  his  hand  may  ferve  a  queen. 
Surely  it  would  difcover  a  want  of  tafte,  to 
fliun  the  company  of  a  young  man  more  beau¬ 
tiful  than  any  prince  upon  earth.  Why  fhould 
I  deny  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  feeing  him  ?  Every 
look  of  his  feems  to  renew  my  age.  Methinks 
his  paflries  refleft  his  image.  I  have  one  of 
them  here  for  Mefrour,  our  principal  eunuch, 
which  he  will  take  to  the  palace. 

Namouna  was  not  miftaken ;  for  Mefrour 
had  carried  the  tart  which  the  governefs  had 
given  him  to  the  favourite  fultanefs,  who  re¬ 
galed  the  caliph  with  it,  without  letting  him 
know  whence  it  had  come. 

Haroun  having  exclaimed  how  good  it  was, 
foon  learned  that  it  was  got  at  Simouftapha’s 
fljop,  the  cook  of  whom,  he  had  heard  fo 
much. 


The 
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The  fukanefs  propofed  to  Haroun  that  nexf 
morning  they  fhould  have  a  full  fervice  from 
this  excellent  cook’s  £hop,  and  that  Mefrour 
fhould  be  inftantly  difpatched  with  the  necefia* 
ry  commands.  ;) 

This  is  but  little  of  what  the  enthufiafm  of 
the  old  governefs  about  Simouftapha  excited  in 
the  palace.  Every  thing  confpired  to  increafe 
it :  His  eafy  manner,  his  fine  figure,  the  real 
excellence  of  Ills  ragouts,  and  the  preppffeflion 
of  the  whole  palace  in  his  favour,  although  he 
had  fcarcely  been  a  year  at  Bagdad. 

Haroun  eat  with  a  very  uncommon  relifh 
at  the  table  of  his  favourite  fultanefs,  and 
fhowed  that  he  was  particularly  pleafed  with 
the  repafh  Next  morning  he  ordered  his 
own  table  to  be  fupplied  from  the  fame 
fhop ;  his  women  partook  of  the  dainties.  In 
ihort,  it  came  to  this,  that  nobody  in  the  pa* 
lace  thought  himfelf  well  dined  unlefs  there 
were  one  or  two  of  SimoufUpha’s  difhes  on  the 
table. 

Namouna  rejoiced  in  feeing  her  idol’s  repu¬ 
tation  increafe.  The  caliph  had  already  fent 
to  his  daughter’s  table  feveral  of  the  moft  exqui- 
iite  difhes ;  but  they  did  not  flatter  her  palate 
fo  much  as  the  governefs  expected.  The  con¬ 
tinual  mention  that  Was  made  of  Simouftapha’s 
A  3  name 
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name  diftra&ed  her ;  but  the  gluttonous 
man  was  not  here  for  nothing. 

“  See,”1  fays  the  good  governefs,  “  how  .tins 
charms  the  eye ;  fmell  this  cake.”  She  now 
defcribes  the  kitchen  of  Simouftapha :  “  It  is 
tis.  .beautiful  as  if  it  were  hung  round  with  mir¬ 
rors.  The  pavement  is  of  polifhed  marble; 
every  thing '  is  incomparably  brilliant.  In  the 
middle  of  feVen  beautiful  young  men,  drefFed 
as  for  a  wedding,  and  employed  about  the  fur¬ 
naces,  Simouftapha  watches  over  the  bufmefs. 
*  Being  confiderably  higher  than  any  of  the 
workmen,  he  appears  like  the  moon  among 
the  ftars.  He  finifhes  off  every  difh  himfelf, 
and  thus  conveys  to  it  a  ftcret  charm.”  But, 
whilft  the  Old  governefs  was  thus  launching  out 
into  the  praifes-of  the  cook,  fhe  did  not  per¬ 
ceive  what  impreftion  fhe  was  making  upon  the 
young  princefs ;  for  thefe  encomiums  kindled  a 
flame  no  lefs  lively  than  dangerous; 

IHetilfone,  who  wifhed  to  conceal  both  from 
Iierfelf  and  others  her  fondnefs  for  a  cook,  in 
endeavouring  to  combat  the  rifing  pafliori,  lo- 
■les  her  fleep,  her  appetite,  her  tranquillity,  and 
falls  into  fuch  a  melancholy,  as  made  her  affec¬ 
tionate  father  dread  the  confequence^ 

The  poor  governed  bewailed  the  fituation  of 
her  charming  miftrefs.  Her  fighs  made  her 
fulpeft  the  caufe  of  her  uneafinefs.  In  fhort, 
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an  order  wluch  fhe  received,  though  but  of 
little  cdnfequence,  confirmed  her  fufpicions. 

For  two  days  the  princefs  had  eaten  nothing  ; 
<x  I  fee,”  faid  Namouna,  (( that  I  will  be  obli¬ 
ged  to  procure  for  you,  as  well  as  for  myftlf, 
a  difh  from  the  hand  of  my  friend  Simoufta- 
pha.”  .  t. 

The  beautiful  princefs  fmiled  without  faying 
any  thing  ;  and  the  obliging  old  governefs  ran 
to  her  favourite  cook’s  lhop.  «f  Serve  me  well,” 
faid  (he  to  him,  (t  my  amiable  yoimg  man  *,  I 
have  a  daughter  whofe  life  is  dearer  to  me  than 
my  own;  difplay  your  fkill  in  preparing  a  difh 
to  revive  her  appetite.  For  thefe  two  days  fhe 
has  eaten  nothing,  and  I  fear  the  confe- 
quence.  If  you  make  a  ragout  to  pleafe  her, 
you  fhall  have  a  hundred  fequins  for  your 
trouble.” 

Simouftapha  looked  the  old  lady  broad  in 
the  face,  and  knew  perfectly  that  fhe  had  no 
daughter ;  befides,  that  the  hundred  fequins 
which  fhe  offered  were  fufficient  to  allure  him 
of  the  fa£l  if  he  had  not  known  it  already. 

«Is  fhe  then  indifpofedi”  replied  he,  with 
an  air  of  anxiety.  u  More  than  indifpofed,” 
anfweTed  Namouna;  “  you  fee  my  diffrefs  for 
her :  but  whatever  comes  from  you  is  fo  good, 
that,  if  ihe  once  tafle  it,  I  hope  fhe  will  get  bet¬ 
ter.”  ’  >■:  "  >  '■  f 
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“  This  is  the  firft  time,”  replied  SiOioufta* 
pha,  “  that  I  have,  been  afraid  of  not  fucceed- 
ing.”  He  fet  inflantly  to  work,  and.  fuffered 
nobody  to  touch  it  but  himfelf :  In  a  moment 
the  old  woman  was  ready  to  fet  out  >for  the 
palace  ;  but  lhe  fir#  wanted  tat  faffify  Ins  de-» 
mands. 

The  cook  would  fake  nothing,  “  If  it  pleafe 
her,”  faid  lie,  “  I  an  well  paid  >  if  not,  I 
lhould  have  nothing.” 

Namouna  reached  the  palace,  prefented  the 
ragout  v  Ilfetilfone  tailed  it,  found  it  delicious, 
and  eat  the  whole  of  it.  The  eyes  of  the  go?- 
vemefs  fparkled  with  joy  upon  feeing  the  fuo 
cels  of  her  ftratagem;  and  die  now  extolled 
the  eomplaifance,  the  eagernefs,  and  the  ad- 
drefs  of  Simouftapha. 

He  believed,  faid  fhe,  that  it  was  for  my* 
daughter  ;  in  an  inftant  he  fet  to  work.  I 
would  have  given  him  a  hundred  fequins,  but 
he  would  take  nothing;  he  wUs  happy  that  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  oblige  me. 

In  what  fort  of  a  body,  faid  Ilfetilione^  does 
this  dignity  and  nobility  of  a  prince  lodge,? 
It  lodges,  replied  Namouna,  in  a  body  Which 
Solomon  himfelf  would  be  proud  of,  were  he 
to  appear  again  upon  earth;  and  he  would  find 
it  difficult  to  acquit  himfelf  fo  well  as  Simou- 
ftapha.  ** 
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When  the  repaft  was  over,  this  beautiful 
princefs  abandoned  herfelf  anew  to  lier  phren- 
zy.  “  What,”  faid  Namouna  to  her,  “  are 
you  to  behave  fo,  after  you  have  eaten  with 
fuch  pleafure !  Indead  of  diilra£ting  you,  I 
thought  that  I  fhould  have  put  you  in  a  fitua- 
tion  to  receive  the  caliph,  both  with  greater 
pleafure  to  yourfelf  and  more  comfort  to  him.” 

“  I  cannot  do  otherwife,  my  dear  Namou- 
na,”  faid  the  princtfs,  “  in  Ipite  of  me  my 
heart  is  wounded.”  Without  doubt,  replied 
the  govemefs,  there  is  a  fecret  within  your 
bread  which  preys  upon  your  vitals,  and  yet 
you  would  conceal  it  from  me,  who  love  you 
more  than  my  own  life. 

As  my  fecret,  anfwered  Ilfetilfone,  is  nothing 
to  my  honour,  it  ought  to  die  with  myfelf.  If 
I  cannot  keep  it,  am  I  to  expert  that  another 
can  ? 

My  beautiful  princefs,  replied  the  governed, 
you  are  about  to  haden  your  dediny.  My  foul 
is  a  well  into  which  your  fecret  may  defeend 
without  ever  being  feen  again,  and  I  may  fall 
upon  fome  means  to  afford  you  comfort. 

“  Oh,  Namouna,”  interrupted  Ilfetilfone, 
**  pray  to  God  to  cure  me,  he  muft  interpOfe1 
fome  miracle  in  my  behalf.” 

Well  we  will  pray  together,  and  obtain  this 
miracle.  He  has  already  performed  many  in 
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thefe  places.  By  miraculous  interpofition  lie' 
delivered  the  Jews,  his  chofen  people,  from  th* 
hands  of  Pharaoh  :  But,  in  the  prqfent  cafe,  he 
will  not  have  to  dry  up  the  fea,  Inftead  of  that 
great  man  Mofes,  there  is  only  need  of  a  fe- 
condary  inftrument,  and  here  am  I  ready  to 
ferve  you;  confide  in  me;  don't  diftruft  her 
who  loves  you  more  than  her  own  life,  and 
who  is  ready  to  facrifice  it  to  your  intereft.  I 
have  years  and  experience;  I  can  adminifter 
ufeful  counfel,  and  devife  methods  which  your 
own  inexperience  could  never  fuggeft.  In  a 
word,  intrufl  me  with  the  fubjeft  of  that  me¬ 
lancholy  which  you  indulge  at  the  rifk  of  your 
life. 

Ho !  my  good  Namouna,  replied  the  prin- 
cefs,  fhame  ought  to  fhut  my  mouth ;  but  my 
confidence  in  you  makes  me  open  it. 

You  know  as  well  as  I  the  true  caufe  of  my 
misfortune;  and  I  would  have  blamed  you 
more  than  any  perfon  elfe  for  having  contribu¬ 
ted  to  it,  did  I  not  fee  that  it  is  the  fcfFeft  of 
an  inevitable  fatality. 

I  am  paflionately  in  love :  every  thing  has 
tended  to  inflame  my  paflion,  and  to  derange 
my  brain.  You,  Namouna,  the  women  of  the 
palace,  my  father  the  caliph,  every  one  feems 
to  me  to  be  him.  In  fhort,  he  hath  appeared 
to  me  in  two  dreams.  Now  name*  if  you  dare* 

the 
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the  object  of  my  alfe&ion :  tell  who  is  the  only 
man  with  whom  the  daughter  of  the  com-* 
mander  of  the  faithful,  of  the  king  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth  would  live,  and  without  whom 
life  itfelf  would  be  infupportable.  Excule,  if 
poffible,  this  incredible  extravagance,  and  par¬ 
don  yourfelf  for  having  railed  it  by  your  con¬ 
tinual  accounts  and  encomiums. 

“  Have  you  feen  him  in  your  dreams  ?”  faid 
the  ferkms  old  governels  with  a  grave  counte¬ 
nance  ;  “  You  may  allure  yourfelf  that  if  it  was 
really  he,  he  was  as  beautiful  as  the  angel  who 
poured  out  the  fherbet  to  the  great  prophet 
when  he  was  tranllated  to  the  feventh  heaven. 
Do  you  recollect  his  features  ? 

“No,  that  is  impoffible,”  laid  Hfetilfone*,  “I 
was  confounded,  tranfported,  at  the  fight  of  fuch 
an  enchanting  object.  He  threw  himfelf  at  my 
feet,  and  fwore  that  he  would  adore  no  other  crea¬ 
ture  but  me ;  but  in  two  dreams  I  have  con- 
ftantly  feen  the  fame  obje<ft.  I  would  recoiled 
him  if  I  faw  him  again ;  but  it  is  as  impoffible 
for  me  to  paint  him,  as  to  forget  him. 

“  Thus,  Namouna,”  added  the  prmcefs,  with 
an  air  of  confufion,  “  while  my  father  denies 
the  princes  of  the  eaft,  one  after  another, 
the  pretended  honour  of  my  hand,  the  object 
of  the  love  and  ambition  of  fo  many  kings,  I. 

would 
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would  think  myfclf  happy  in  being  bound  for 
life  to - ” 

“  To  Simouftapha,”  replied  the  old  woman  : 
<€  don’t  blufh  to  name  him  ;  his  name  is  a  pa¬ 
negyric.  All  the  crowns  upon  earth  fhould  be 
put  upon  his  head.  There  are  a  hundred  kings 
in  the  world,  but  there  fliould  be  none  but  Si- 
mouftapha.”  - 

u  Take  care,” Laid  Ilfetilfone,  “  you  will  ruin 
me.” — I  ruin  you,  my  dear  princefs,  I  love  you 
more  than  my  own  foul.  Let  the  angel  of 
death  fliut  my  eyes  as  foon  as  they  have  wit- 
nefled  your  felicity.  "We  mud  vilit  Sirnouiia- 
pha  together  ;  and  if  you  find,  that  \t  was  he 
who  appeared  to  you  in  your  two  dreams,  the 
fate  which  has  deftined  you  for  him  is  irrevo¬ 
cable,  and  I  inftantly  become  the  infirurrent  of 
your  deftiny, 

u  But  how,”  anfwered  Ilfetilfone,  u  can  I  fee 
him  without  expofing  myfelf  i”  Truld  that  to  me, 
faid  the  old  governefs ;  fleep  well  thb  night, 
that  fleep  may  revive  your  complexion,  and  re- 
ftore  the  red  to  your  lips.  To-mon  aw  you 
fhall  fee  him  whom  you  love ;  then  you  fiiall 
know  if  it  be  he  v/hom  the  enchanting  dream 
has  'preferred  to  you;  and,  as  I  am  always 
ready  to  ferve  you,  matters  fhall  be  mana¬ 
ged  fo,  as  not  to  have  the  fmalleft  appear¬ 
ance  of  being  thought  of  before-hand.  Ilfe- 

tilfone. 
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tllfone,  a  little  comforted,  upon  hearing  this 
went  to  bed. 

Early  next  morning  the  old  govemefs  flew  to 
the  fhop  of  Simouflapha.  u  I  am  come,”  faid  (he 
to  him;  to  give  jqu  an  account  of  the  ragout 
you  gave  mfe :  You  have  been  paid  according  to 
your  wifh,  for  there  was  none  of  it  left $  but 
my  fine  young  mart,”  added  flie, <c  what  will 
you  give  me,  if  I  fhall  inform  you  of  the  happi- 
eft  news  poflible  for  one  of  your  age  and  condi¬ 
tion?” 

Whatever  you  pleafe,  replied  Simouflapha. 

I  am  to  tell  you,  continued  the  old  govemefs, 
that  the  lady  you  have  regaled  fo  wdl  is  to  dine 
to-day  on  your  ragouts  j  but  take  care  to  pre¬ 
pare  every  thing  with  your  own  hand. 

Your  orders,  replied  Simouflapha,  I  fhall  moil 
chearfully  execute.  If  fo,  faid  Namouna,  you 
owe  me  a  kifs  already  *,  fee  if  I  fhall  have  it  in 
my  power  to  uicreafe  the  number  of  your  obli¬ 
gations. 

u  Do  you  know  that  you  have  to  give  a 
dinner  to  the  grcateft  and  the  moft  beautiful 
princefs  upon  earth,  even  to  the  incomparable 
Ilfetilfone  ?”  My  heart,  replied  Simouflapha, 
blufhing,  hath  already  announced  her  to  me* 

What,  faid  Namouna,  your  heart  ?  What, 
your  heart?  Are  you  in  love  with  my  prin¬ 
cefs  ?  * 

Vol.  II.  B 


«  The 


>4 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


“  The  princes  of  Alia  burn  with  love  for 
her,  and  blufh  not  to  own  their  palfion.  Her 
beauty,  her  virtues,  fubdue  every  one  who  hears 
of  her  ;  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  would  be  proud 
to  be  one  of  her  Haves.” 

If  you  are  prejudiced  in  her  favoiir,  anfwer- 
ed  Namouna,  and  if  you  are  impatient  to  fee 
her,  I  can  allure. you  Hie  has  the  fame  curiolity 
with  refpeft  to  you. 

Her  Have,  faid  $imGUffiapha,  is  ready  to  fly  to 
her  feet.  Since  you  are  in  this  fltuation,  replied 
the  old  governels,  you  ought  to  come  yourfelf 
and  afk  payment  j  you  will  receive  it  from 
her  beautiful  hand.  Prepare  the  dinner,  fend 
it  into  the  palace  with  your  own  Haves,  by  the 
large  gate.  As  foon  as  the  repaft  is  over,  you 
mufl:  be  ready  at  a  fecret  outlet,  which  I  will 
fhow  you.  But  .  remember,  my  dear  Simoufta- 
pha,  that  you  now  owe  me  a  kils  more. 

I  owe  you  a  thoufand,  faid  Simouftapha,  em¬ 
bracing  the  old  governefs  with  rapture ;  after 
v  hich  they  went  different  ways. 

Simouflapha  exerts  his  utmoftfkill  in  preparing 
the  repafl:.  Ten  blooming  young  Haves,  beau¬ 
tiful  as  Cupids,  and  drefled  with  the  utmofl:  e- 
legance,  are  ordered  to  cany  it  to  the  palace. 

Ilfetilfone  is  agreeably  furprifed  with  this 
piece  of  gallantry.  The  old  confident  officiated 
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as  landlord  j  and  the  young' princefs,  eating  ra¬ 
gouts  prepared  by  him  whom  fhe  loved,  made  a 
moft  delicious  repaft,  which  far  exceeded  any 
idea  fhe  had  conceived  of  it. 

She  praifed  every  bit  to  Namouna. — Eat,  eat, 
faid  the  good  old  governefs  to  her,  what  comes 
from  him  mufl  be  good.  Is  it  poftible  that  Si- 
mouftapha  loves  me,  fays  the  princefs,  when  he 
has  never  feen  me  ? 

Seen  you  !  replied  Namouna,  you  who  lofe 
your  reft  for  him.  Whatever  is  decreed  in  hea¬ 
ven,  my  dear  child,  muft  be  accomplished  on 
earth  by  means,  no  matter  how  extraordinary. 

As  foon  as  I  told  him  that  a  great  lady,  very 
well  pleafed  with  the  firftdifh  flic  had  got  from 
him,  wanted  a  whole  dinner  prepared  by  has  own 
hands,  he  guefled  it  to  bi  you,  becattfe  his 
heart  had  announced  it  to  him.  In  the  tram- 
ports  of  joy  into  which  he  was  thrown,  in 
having  it  in  his  power  to  ferve  you,  and  the 
hope  of  feeing  you,  he  quite  confounded  me 
old  and  forward  as  I  am. 

You  will  pardon  me,  my  dear  princefs,  for 
receiving  the  firft  carefles  of  your  lover,  when 
1  tell  you,  that  he  appeared  to  me  to  be  pati* 
fionatelv  fond  of  you.  Betides",  I  am  ready. to 
give  you  what  I  got.  In  faying  that,  the  old 
governefs  threw  herfelf  on  the  neck  of  her  mif- 
trefs,  and  embraced  her  with  her  whole  foul. 

B  2  Yon 


1 6 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


You  arc  too  fond,  my  good  Namouna,  faid 
Ilfetilfone.  Not  more  fa  than  every  female  of 
Bagdad,  replied  Namonna.  If  the  hides  of  this 
beautiful  cook  were  to  be  fold,  you  would  fee 
what  a  price  ;  the  crier  would  make  a  fortune 
by  them. 

While  this  conference  was  going  on  in  the 
palace,  the  young  Bayes  of  Simouftapha,  who 
had  been  ordered  to  ferve  up  the  difhes  on  the 
table  of  the  princefs,  returned  transported  with 
joy  at  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  re¬ 
ceived,  and  each  with  five  pieces  of  gold  from 
the  hand  of  the  beautiful  Ilfetilfone. 

Simouftapha,  encouraged  to  make  his  vidt, 
from  the  Battering  reception  his  flaves  had  met 
with,  dHpatches  his  budnefs,  goes  to  the  bath, — * 
perfumes  hjmfelf,  and  dredes  in  his  bed  robes. 
After  this  he  went  ftraight  to  the  palace,  and  to 
the  outlet  that  had  been  pointed  out  to  him. 

Namonna  waited  at  the  door  to  introduce 
him.  The  princefs  obferyed  from  the  terrace 
of  the  palace  a  man  conducted  towards  her* 
fufpended  between  love,  hope,  and  fear.  “  It 
is  he,’*  faid  (he,  “  the  very  man  whom  I  faw 
twice  in  my  dreams ;  he  appeared  to  me  the 
drft  time  in  this  drefs ;  the  fecond  time,  his 
drefs  was  fo  fplendid  that  I  was  unable  to  bear 
its  luftre." 
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Whilft  fhe  was  making  thefe  fhort  remarks, 
Simouftapha  entered  the  room  deftined  for  the 
interview;  and  the  princefs  came  in  from  a- 
nother  fide.  Simouftapha,  as  foon  as  he  faw 
her,  faluted  her  moft  refpe£tfully,  and  looked 
upon  her  dawn-caft:  eyes,  and  her  arms  acrofs 
her  breaft,  till  fhe  fpoke  to  him. 

“  Are  you,”  faid  Ilfetilfone,  “  the  cook 
whofe  praifes  I  have  heard  fo  often  celebrat¬ 
ed  ?”  You  do  me  too  much  honour,  anfwer- 
ed  Simouftapha. 

I  don’t  agree  to  that,  replied  the  princefs*,  you 
appear  very  far  fuperior  to  your  condition,  al¬ 
though  you  acquit  yourfelf  in  it  with  amazing 
addrefs.  You  perform  your  bufinefs  fo  nobly, 
that,  although  it  feems  made  for  you,  you  do 
not  feem  made  for  it.  But  what,  pray,  were 
the  reafons  that  induced  you  to  make  choice  of 
Bagdad  for  your  refidence  ? 

Oh  !  moft  admirable  princefs,  faid  Simoufta¬ 
pha,  if  you  wifh  your  flave  to  {peak  fincerely, 
remove  the  veil  which  impairs  his  confidence, 
that  the  truth  which  proceeds  from  his  mouth 
may  reach  your  ear.  I  have  already  fufiered 
too  much  in  being  prevented  from  admiring  the. 
charms  which  that  impertinent  object  keeps 
from  my  view. 

“  You  have  not,  faid  the  princefs,  been  a 
year  at  Bagdad,  and,  if  my  veil  diftreftes  you,  it 
B  5  hath 
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hath  been  but  For  a  moment  5  how  then  can 
you  fpeak  of  long  torments  ?”  From  this  mo¬ 
ment,  replied  Simouftapha,  I  have  felt  the  firft 
tranfport  of  love,  which  will  end  but  with  my 
life.  > 

A  rigorous  law,  replied  Ilfetilfone,  hinders  me 
to  take  off  my  veil.^A  refpeclful  bafhfulnefs, 
anfwered  Simouftapha,  detains  my  fecret  upon 
my  lips. 

This  childiftmefs,  cried  the  good  Namouna, 
makes  us  lofe  time  *,  and  the  principal  eunueh, 
who  is  not  long  in  going  his  rounds,  has  a  great 
chance  to  come  upon  us.  Upon  faying  that,  {lie 
approached  the  princefs,  and  tore  off  the  veil. 

It  feemed  as  if  timidity  and  bafhfulnefs  had 
been  attached  to  this  trifling  piece  of  fluff.  For, 
as  foon  as  Ilfetilfone  got  rid  of  it,  fhe  flipped  to¬ 
ward  Simouftapha;  and  they  now  embraced  each- 
other  with  the  greateft  appearance  of  tendernefs. 

A  collation  had  been  prepared  on  the  fpot ; 
and  the  two  lovers,  for  no  word  there  had  efca- 
ped  from  both,  availed  themfelves  of  it.  They 
looked,  fighed,  and  eat  with  diftra&ion,  while 
the  bleffed  quarter  of  ah  hour  flew  on. 

Namouna  turned  away  from  them.  They 
parted  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  They  proteft- 
ed  that  they  were  in  love  for  life,  and  that  they 
muft  break  the  chains  of  pleafure  and  of  cus¬ 
tom,  at  once. 

IlfetiMone, 
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Ilfetilfone,  from  an  excefs  of  content,  fell  in- 
Bandy  into  the  utmoft  defpair.  In  vain,  every 
day,  did  they  ferve  her  table  with  diflies  pre¬ 
pared  by  her  lover  j  fhe  was  not  to  be.  impcfed 
upon  by  the  niceties  of  art.  From  the  happy 
moment  of  their  interview,  every  object  bnt 
himfelf  appeared  in  lipid  to  her.  She  became 
emaciated.  She  pined  away. 

Namouna  was  diftreffed  for  her.  “  Be  then 
reafonable,”  faid  fhe  to  her,  “  enjoy  the  plea- 
fure  of  loving  and  of  being  loved.  You  de- 
fire  to  fee  your  lover,  and  to  be  in  his  company. 
But  prudence  requires  of  you  to  do  your  duty. 
You  may  ruin  the  whole  by  your  want  of  pa¬ 
tience,  and  efface  that  vivid  complexion,  that 
Bower  of  youth,  which  is  the  greateft  charm  of 
your  beauty.  Leave  the  matter  to  me.  A  mat¬ 
ter  of  fo  great  moment  cannot  be  happily  con¬ 
ducted  with  fuch  precipitation. 

“  Look  at  thefe  beautiful  Bars  $  if  one  of  them 
wifhes  to  haften  its  courfe,  it  leaves  its  proper 
Orbit,  and  falls,  never  to  rife  again.  That  which 
direCts  your  fortune  keeps  pace  with  the  reft. 
There  is  a  danger  in  wifbing  to  change  its 
courfe.” 

I  hear  your  advice,  my  dear  Namouna,  faid. 
Ilfetilfone  j  but  I  cannot  follow  it.  If  you  with 
me  to  eat,  tell  me  that  you  will  let  me  fee  Si- 
mouftapha. 

"  Very 
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“  Very  well,  fince  lie  mu  ft  engrofs  your  whole 
attention,  fit  down  to  table  and  eat  ;  I  fhall  fall 
upon  fome  method  for  you/' 

The  princefs  caufed  fome  food  be  broughjt 
her,  took  a  little  of  it,  and  inftantly  afked  what 
fhe  had  done. 

Since  you  wifti  to  know  my  fcheme,  faid  Na- 
mouna,  attend  :  For  thefe  fome  days  you  have 
been  confined  to  bed,  and  have  not  paid  your 
tifual  vifits  to  the  caliph.  I  -expert  to  fee  the 
principal  eunuch  coming  to  inquire  what  con¬ 
fines  you  to  your  room.  Upon  his  anfwer,  the 
caliph  and  Zobeida,  your  mother,  will  come  to 
fee  what  is  the  caufe  of  your  indifpofition.  At¬ 
tend  to  all  the  queftions  which  the  affection  of 
a  father  and  of  a  mother  can  fuggeft.  Imagine 
them  faying,  Do  you  feel  any  pain  ?  Does  ought 
here  hurt  you ,  or  difpleafe  you  ?  What  will  comfort 
you  ?  Prepare  your  anfwers  before-hand. 

Beware  of  faying  that  you  are  indifpofed  ;  for 
they  would  fend  the  doctor  to  you,  who  fhould 
confound  you  with  naufeous  drugs,  which  you 
have  no  need  of  ;  but  fay  that  you  are  over¬ 
whelmed  with  a  langour,  which  has  been  occa- 
fioned  by  too  much  confinement  ;  and  that  a 
little  exercife  would  be  the  cure. 

You  muft  then  requeft  them  to  permit  you 
to  go  to  amufe  yourfelf  at  Bagdad;  and  that 
they  would  grant  you  two  days,  at  two- differ- 
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cnt  times,  fo  near  one  another  as  to  have  the 
defired  effect ;  at  the  fame  time,  fo  diftant  as 
not  to  interrupt  the  bufinefs  of  the  town.  Be- 
fides,  a  crier  muft  announce  when  you  are  to  fet 
out,  that  there  may  be  nobody  either  to  difquiet 
you,  or  to  feel  uneafy  on  your  account. 

You  muft  alk  to  go  to  the  bath  the  firft  day, 
and  to  vifit  the  fhops  the  fecond.  Our  devo¬ 
tion  will  next  induce  us  to  vifit  the  mofques.  I 
will  then  conduct  every  thing  fo  as  to  turn  out 
the  leave  you  have  got  for  amufement  to  the 
bed:  advantage  in  every  refpeft. 

Namouna  had  fcarcely  unfolded  her  defgn, 
when  Mefrour,  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs,  arrived 
from,  the  caliph,  to  viht  the  princefs. 

The  conference  of  this  fmall  event  juftified 
all  the  forefight  of  Namouna. 

Haroun  and  Zobeida  came  to  fee  their  daugh¬ 
ter,  who  obtained  leave  from  them  to  walk  in 
Bagdad,  at  the  times,  and  under  the  condi¬ 
tions  premeditated  by  Namouna. 

Haroun,  upon  returning  into  his  apartment, 
orders  Giafar  to  take  every  neceflary  precau¬ 
tion,  in  order  that  the  princefs  might,  early- 
next  morning,  along  with  her  retinue,  enjoy  , 
the  pleafure  of  a  walk  in  all  the  ftreets  of  the 
city  j  and  that  fhe  might  fee  every  cunchty  in  it 
without  being  expofed  to.  the  looks  of  any  bo- 
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The  grand  vizir  ifTued  thefe  orders  to.  the 
chief  magiftrate  ;  and,  on  that  very  night,  all 
the  people  of  Bagdad  were  warned  by  the  pu¬ 
blic  criers  to  ornament  their  fhops  with  all 
their  moft  curious  wares  :  But,  at  the  hour  of 
prayer,  nobody  was  to  appear,  either  in  the 
Breets  or  in  the  houfes,  that  neither  the  paffage, 
nor  the  curiofity  of  Ilfetilfone,  who  was  to  walk 
at  that  hour,  might  be  interrupted  :  Every 
thing  that  might  be  taken  by  thofe  who  com- 
qpofed  her  retinue*  was  to  be  paid,  and  every 
pillage  they  made  indemnified.  Thofe,  how¬ 
ever,  who,  from  a  fpirit  of  reftleffnefs  or  curio¬ 
fity,  fhould  difobey  the  orders,  were  to  meet 
with  the  fevereft  treatment. 

When  the  bufinefs  was  fet  in  order,  Namou- 
na,  anticipating  the  fuccefs,  came  to  acquaint 
Ilfetilfone.  “  Pla!  well,  is  every  thing  fet  in  or¬ 
der  according  to  your  wifhes  ?  Will  the  ftreets 
of  Bagdad  be  fufficiently  clear  for  you  to-mor¬ 
row  morning  ?” 

(<  They  will  be  too  much  fo,  if  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants  remove,  replied  the  princefs,  if  nobody 
remain  in  the  houfes.” 

You  don’t  view  the  nature  of  the  order  in 
the  fame  light  that  I  do,  Madam  j  all  the  fhops, 
all  the  houfes  which  are  upon  the  ftreets  mu  ft 
be  entirely  empty,  but  if  to-morrow  all  the 
people  of  Bagdad  were  forced  to  go  out  of  the 
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city,  for  the  want  of  tents  they  would  pcrifh 
by  the  heat  of  the  fun.  Every  one  Is  to  fhut 
himfelf  up  in  a  part  of  his  houfe,  from  which 
he  can  neither  hear  nor  fee  any  thing,  and  far 
lefs  be  feen.  Thofe  who  are  rich  will  go  to  their 
country-feats ;  fiich  again  as  are  poor  will  feek 
where  to  conceal  themfelves.  The  city  mud  look 
like  a  defart ;  and  it  is  by  being  fo  that  it  will 
anfwer  our  purpofe.  There  you  may  do  what 
you  pleafe :  Your  female  attendants  will  run  up 
and  down  the  fhops  with  a  curiofity,  and  an 
eagernefs  of  which  you  have  no  idea.  The  eu¬ 
nuchs  will  follow  in  order  to  watch  the  fe¬ 
males,  and  to  obferve  what  they  pick  up.  They 
mull  alfo  attend  to  fome  fmall  affairs  of  their 
own ;  and,  during  that  time,  we  muff  mind  ours* 
Be  content ;  go  to  the  bath  5  fup  chearfullv ; 
fleep  as  well  as  you  can  j  and  don’t  become 
carelefs  about  your  beauty.  To-morrow  I  hope 
to  fee  the  happieft  couple  upon  earth. 

Ilfetilfone  did  every  thing  that  her  good  go- 
vernefs  required  of  her. 

The  good  cook  was  thrown  into  defpair, 
when  he  heard  the  criers  announce,  that,  be¬ 
fore  his  princefs  fhould  walk  m  Bagdad,  eve¬ 
ry  body  fhould  difappear ;  and  that  he  who 
fhould  have  the  impudence  to  appear  in  her 
fight  fhould  be  put  to  death. 

Namouna 
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Namouna  arrived  and  found  him  over¬ 
whelmed  with  grief.  “  "Why,”  faid  fhe,  after 
fhe  had  explained  the  motive  of  it  to  him, 
u  do  ydu  torment  yourfelf  about  an  order 
which  I  exprefsly  folicited,  in  order  to  bring 
about  your  interview  with  my  princefs  ?  To¬ 
morrow  morning  you  mull  fend  all  your  flaves 
out'of  the  city :  You  muft  pretend  to  follow 
them;  you  mu  ft  enter  your  houfe  by  the 
back-door;  and  you  muft  wait  for  us  m  the 
bottom  of  the  garden.  We  will  go  into  your 
fiiop ;  the  noife  that  we  will  make  will  let  you 
know  where  we  are ;  and,  at  any  rate,  without 
your  fhowing  yourfelf,  I  know  where  to  find 
•  you.  As  foon  as  it  is  night,  prepare  fomething 
to  regale  us  with  to-morrow.  I  know  that  you 
are  by  no  means  avaricious;  I  could  engage 
for  it,  however,  that  you  are  going  to  make 
iome.  trick  of  it.* 

You  aftonifh  me,  faid  Simouftapha,  efpe- 
cially  when  I  am  fo  much  difpofed  to  ferve  you. 
I  will  put  you  to  the  trial  immediately,  replied 
the  old  lady ;  what  I  am  to  tell  you  ought  to 
charm  you :  Do  you  remember  how  you  paid  me 
for  the  firft  gopd  news  I  brought  you  ?  Could 
you  (till  pay  me  in  the  fame  manner  ? 

I  underhand  you,  faid  Simouftapha,  you  are 
here  in  the  midft  of  all  that  I  poflefs,  choofe 
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vfc*  you  pleafe.  What  you  aft,  is  no  more 
mine. 

Pure  avarice  !  cried  Namouna  merrily.  I  will 
tell  your  miftrefs  that  I  have  difcovered  a .fail- 
ing  in  you,  which  is  npt  at  all  common  to  people 
of  your  age.  I  will  avenge  myfelf  upon  you  for 
this. 

I  will  not,  however,  caufe  pain  to  my  dear 
child:  She  has  not  had  a  moment’s  qafe  fince 
Hie  faw  you.  She  does  nothing  but  figlis.  She 
would  not  have  furvived,  had  I  not  fallen  upon 
Pome  means  to  get  you  a  quiet  interview  with 
one  another  at  Bagdad.  I  want  to  take  hef 
Pome  good  news  from  you.  What  fhall  I  Pay  to 
her? 

u  That  I  am  charmed,  that  I  am  in  raptures, 
that  I  cannot  exprefs  myfelf,  that  I  am  impa¬ 
tient  for  the  happy  moment  which  /half  reunite 
us.  If  fhe  has  enjoyed  little  reft  lince  we  faw 
one  another,  I  have  enjoyed  none.  My  heart  is 
fo,  full  of  the  charming  idea,  that  her  name  is 
continually  on  my  lips.  I  am  forced  to  con¬ 
demn  myfelf  to  an  abfolutp  filence,  that  it  may 
not  efcape." 

Well,  faid  the  old  woman,  provided  I  can 
Tepeat  all  that,  I  may  fay  that  I  go  with  my 
pockets  full  of  words  :  With  refpeft  to  deeds 
- •,  do  you  give  me  nothing  to  carry  to  her  £ 
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However,  I  fhould  have  been  faithful  in  giving 
it  to  her.  In  faying  fo,  the  good  old  woman 
prefented  her  cheek;  but  to  no  purpofe.  She 
then  parted  with  him :  <f  Adieu,  covetous  Si- 
mouftapha  !” 

Namouna  halted  to  the  palace,  and  repeated 
the  converfation,  word  for  word,  even  to  the 
pleafantry  with  which  it  ended.  What !  fe- 
rioufly,  my  dear  Namouna,  faid  Ilfetilfone,  did 
you  want  a  kifs  from  him  ?  Could  you  be  fo 
amorous  ? 

I  don't  fay  fo,  replied  Namouna  ;  but,  even 
under  my  wrinkles,  my  heart  is  as  if  I  were 
only  twenty  years  of  age ;  and,  if  I  fhould 
live  a  hundred,  I  would  never  be  the  enemy 
of  that  man  who  was  like  the  beautiful  Simou- 
ftapha.  My  pretenfions  to  beauty  go  but  a 
fliort  way.  I  am  content  with  a  trifle;  but 
it  gives  me  great  pleafure.  If  I  renounced 
love  altogether,  I  fliould  become  too  bad. 
Go  fleep  ;  fleep  foundly :  The  morrow  is  your 
day. 

The  morrow  morning,  as  foon  as  prayers  are 
over,  Ilfetilfone  and  fixty  beautiful  flaves  go 
down  to  Bagdad. 

The  princefs,  conduced  by  her  governed, 
fet  out  flraight  for  the  baths  which  were  near- 
eft  the  beautiful  cook’s  houfe ;  fhe  enters  it, 
and  Ipeaks  with  her  principal  eunuch.  (( I  will 

be 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


27 


be  ferved,”  faid  {he  to  him,  f(  by  the  {laves  of 
this  houfe.  I  wifh  all  mine  to  amule  them- 
felves,  and  to  enjoy  my  {ally :  Conduct  them 
through  the  whole  of  Bagdad.”  The  eunuch 
obeyed.  She  entered  the  bath ;  flopped  a  little; 
went  and  came  according  to  the  caprice  of  her 
paflion  ;  being  all  the  while  efcorted  by  Namou- 
na  alone. 

Simouflapha  waited  with  impatience  in  a  re¬ 
mote  part  of  the  garden,  under  a  rural  grot¬ 
to,  where  was  a  fountain  in  which  he  ufually 
cooled  his  liquors.  He  prepared  breakfaft,  and 
every  now  and  then  chanted  over  verfes,  in 
^tvhich  he  endeavoured  to  paint  both  the  ardour 
of  his  paffion,  and  the  happinefs  which  he  was 
about  to  enjoy.  Of  all  his  houfehold  he  had 
kept  only  an  expert  young  Have,  who  was  per¬ 
fectly  handfome,  but  dumb.  All  on  a  fuddeu 
a  noife  in  the  garden  ftrikes  his  ear ;  he  rifes, 
and  runs  up. 

This  was  the  objeCt  of  his  deflres,  of  his 
dreams,  and  of  his  hongs.  Ilfetilfone  had  arri¬ 
ved  a  few  moments  before. 

She  had  approached  the  grotto  without  be¬ 
ing  perceived ;  and  had  liflened  with  the  mofl 
extreme  plealure  to  the  verfes  of  her  lover. 
The  fubjeCt  of  them  affeCted  her ;  and  the 
fweetnefs  of  his  voice  conveyed  a  double  charm. 
Not  wilhing  him  to  know  that  fhe  had  been 
C  %  liftening. 


axabian  Tales, 

liftening,  flie  fhifted  a  little  from  the  fpot,  and 
made  a  noife  to  let  him  hear  her.  At  laft  fhe 
joined  her  lover. 

It  was  no  common  paffion  fpnmg  from  a 
fudden  coincidence  of  fentiments,  which  forced 
them  together :  It  was  a  ftroke  of  fympathy-,  it 
wasr  ftill  more,  if  their  fate  was  interwoven,  as 
they  both  had  reafon  to  believe.  They  ftood 
ftill,  and  gazed  at  one  another  with  a  curiofity, 
mixed  with  the  moft  lively  joy,  and  mutual  ad¬ 
miration.  In  order  to  embrace,  their  arms  rofe 
in  concert  $  and,  in  the  firft  embrace,  they  both 
fainted  away* 

Luckily  the  bottom  of  the  grotto  was  covered 
with  mofs 5  and  the  prudent  Namouna  had  al¬ 
ways  taken  care  to  prevent  accidents.  They 
found  it  neceffary  to  quit  a  place  inconvenient 
for  an  interview  of  fuch  an  interefting  nature. 
Simouftapha  conduced  his  miftrefs  by  the  arms 
under  a  green  arbour,  which  the  rays  of  the 
fun  could  not  penetrate.  Here  Ihe  found  a 
commodious  fopha,  and  a  repaft  confiding  of 
the  moft  exquiftte  dainties.  Beftdes,  this  fpot 
united  every  thing  that  could  add  comfort  to  the 
fituation  of  the  princefs.  Here,  a  deep  bafon 
received  water  clearer  than  cryftal,  from  the 
mouth  and  noftrils  of  different  animals,  whofe 
\ariety  exhibited  an  agreeable  object.  And 


ARABIAN  TALES* 

tliis  diffufed  the  moft  delicious-Freflinefs  under 
the  arbour. 

Ilfetilfone  and  Simouftapha  fat  down  to  table 
clofe  together  *,  Namouna  and  tlie  mute  fer- 
ved  them.  They  eat  little,  and  (poke  ftill  iefs ; 
the  language  of  the  eyes  was  fuflicient ;  it  be- 
fpoke  great  paffions. 

At  laft  the  princefs  broke  the  expreflive  fi- 
lence,  and  cried  out  with  an  angelic  voice,  “  Oh ! 
Simouftapha,  I  love  you,  and  I  find  that  it 
will  be  impoffible  for  me  ever,  to  love  any  other 
fo  well.  I  don't  know  how  that  frightful  di~ 
ftance  which  fortune  appears  to  have  put  be¬ 
tween  us  fhall  be  got  over.  If  the  overthrow 
of  my  high  pretenfions  could  effett  it,  it  fhould 
be  done  immediately.  My  foul  can  lofe  no¬ 
thing  by  uniting  with  your’s,  whole  noblenefs 
equals  its  rank.  You  put  that  fortune  to  the 
blufh  which  appears  willing  to  difgrace  you  ; 
and  I  would  glory  if,  by  railing  you,  1  could 
have  it  in  my  power  to  expofe  her  injuftice.” 

“  I  am  too  much  elevated.  Madam/  replied 
Simouftapha,  “  by  the  compliment  you  pay  me. 
It  hath  conftituted-  my  fortune  and  my  glory,, 
as  well  as  my  happinefs.  You  love  me ;  my 
ambition  is  gratified  -y  and,  were  I  in  pofleffion 
cf  a  crown,  I  could  reap  no,  other  ftatisfa&ion 
from  it,  than  that  of  falling  a  crowned  flave  at 
your,  feet* 
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M  Let  us  fwear,”  faid  the  princefs,  “  to  lire 
always  for  each  other  in  fpite  of  fortune,  and 
always  to  guard  againft  whatever  may  be  the  leatt 
obftacle  to  out  union.” 

“  Here,  at  your  knees,  I  fwear  to  the  abovev 
by  the  name  of  the  great  prophet,”’  cried  SF- 
mouftapha*  The  beautiful  princefs  raifed  him 
up ;  the  tendered  kifles  fealed  their  oaths,  and 
caufed  their  tears  flow  and  difappear  every  now 
and  then. 

Namouna,  too  infenflble  of  the  value  of  thefe 
tears,  wanted  to  flop  them-  “  What  l”  faid  fhe* 
“  are  you  going  to  pafs  the  time  in  weeping* 
Fnttead  of  rejoicing  ?  How  I  hate  languifhing 
lovers.  Drink*  eat,  and  banifh  forrow.”  At 
the  fame  time  fhe  ferved  them  with  different 
forts  of  food,  and  made  them  drink  the  one 
after  the  other  from  the  fame  cup.  w  Have  you 
no  mufical  inttruments  ?”  faid  fhe  to  Simoutta- 
pha.  “  Send  for  them*  nobody  fees  us;  and, 
when-  you  {hall  have  done  with  weeping,  I  will 
teach  you  how  to  amufe  yourfelves.” 

The  mute,  upon  a  fignal  from  his  matter, 
ran  and  brought  different  mufical  inttruments. 
Namouna  took  up  one  of  them,  and  began  with 
a  fprightly  tone ;  but  Ilfetilfone,  with  a  ten¬ 
der  and  feducing  voice,  fell  a  repeating  fome 
charming  verfes,  which  rendered  the  harmo¬ 
nious  founds  of  the  inftruments,  which  fhe  grace- 
1  "  fully* 
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fully  played  upon,  ftill  more  a  Seating.  Simoufta- 
pha  anfwered  her  immediately,  and  difcovered  as 
much  genius  and  judgment  in  the  competition 
of  the  words,  as  fkill  in  the  mufic.  He  fhone 
chiefly  in  the  tenderand  aflefting  exprefiions. 

For  the  inftant  Namouna  was  content  *,  they 
too  feemed  to  be  amufed  5  but  fhe  put  a  flop 
to  their  pleasures,  by  warning  them  to  part> 
that  they  might  give  no  fufpicion  to  the  eunuchs, 
and  the  females  who  compofed  their  retinue* 
It  was  not  without  remorfe,  that  thefe  two  hap¬ 
py  lovers  yielded  to  the  circumftance.  They 
fealed  their  adieus  with  tender  embraces  and 
new  tears.  u  By  Mahomet  l”  faid  the  impa- 
patient  Namouna,  “  have  done,  and  let  us  part 
quickly.” 

The  lovers  parted.  The  princefs  was'dextrous 
enough  to  conceal  the  features  of  her  counte¬ 
nance,  that  they  might  not  difeover  the  p ac¬ 
tions  by  which  fhe  was  about  to  be  agi¬ 
tated.  Upon  this  fhe  joined  her  flaves,  in 
order  to  return  to  the  palace,  fupported  by 
the  hope  of  foon  feeing  her  dear  Siraouftapha 
again. 

The  caliph  was  waiting  with  impatience  for 
his  daughter.  As  foon  as  the  principal  eunuch 
had  announced  her,  he  ran  to  her  with  the  ut- 
moft  affe&ion  to  afk  her  ho\y  fhe  was  after 
the  bathh  and  her  walk* 


Cfetilfone 


ARABIAN  TALES* 


3* 

Ilfetilfone  expreffed  herfelf  pleafed  with  the 
variety  of  objects  which  fhe  had  feen  in  the 
{hops.  The  csjiph,  finding  her  eyes  more  ani¬ 
mated  than  ufual,  and  her  complexion  more  vivid 
than  that  of  the  governefs,  congratulated  him- 
felf  upon  having  had  it  in  his  power  tp  amufe 
her  in  the  ftreets  of  Bagdad.  The  princefs  Zo- 
bieda,  on  feeing  her  daughter,  was  equally  hap* 
py  in  finding  that  melancholy  removed,  which 
might  have  been  attended  with  dangerous  con- 
fequences. 

At  length,  it  was  agreed  upon,  that  Ilfetil¬ 
fone,  after  refting  two  days,  fihould  return  to 
Bagdad  in  fearch  of  new  amufements  for  her 
health.  And  the  criers  were  ordered  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  intention  of  the  caliph. 

Ah  !  what  long  two  days  !  faid  the  princefs. 
Can  you  conceive  myfituation,  my  dear  Namou- 
na,  daring  this  cruel  abfence  ?  and  how  I  fhall 
be  able  to  live  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  Simou- 
ftapha  ? 

<c  If  thefe  two  days  were  added  to  mine,”  faid 
Nam  oil  na,  “  they  would  roll  on  quicker  than 
your’s.”  Ah!  how  would  you  fill  them  up  ?  I 
would  deep  the  beft  half,,  and  fpend  the  reft  in 
eating,  drinking,  and  enjoying  myfelf,  and  in 
dreaming  on  the  pleafure  of  foon  feeing  my  beau¬ 
tiful  Simouftapha  again ;  befides,  I  lhould  not 
give  myfelf  fo  much  pain  about  feeing  my  lover, 

if 
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if*  we  were  to  Weep  all  the  time  like  infants,  or 
to  pay  one  another  as  ferious  compliments  as  thofe 
that  are  ufed  on  the  inftalment  of  a  mufti.  I  have 
not  always  been  old  ;  I  have  been  in  love,  tho'it 
was  never  known;  but  I  managed  matters  other- 
wife.  It  is  generally  believed  that  we  who  are 
chearful  never  think,  becaufe  we  laugh  much, 
and  often  laugh  at  what  others  think.  But,  had  I 
been  engaged  in  an  adventure  like  your  VI  fhonld 
have  afted  a  capital  part.  You,  Namouna,  are 
not  the  daughter  of  a  caliph.  The  glory  of  my 
father,  his  rank,  and  his  lenlibility,  combat  my 
feelings  ;  and  my  lover,  who,  in  my  eyes,  is 
worthy  of  the  lot  of  a  king,  is  furely  nothing 

elfe. - No  more  of  that,  laid  Namouna  fmart- 

ly,  he  is  nothing  but  a  cook ; — it  is  all  he  wants 
to  be  ;  but,  furely,  there  is  nothing  more  ami¬ 
able  on  earth.— There  is  happinefs  in  every  con¬ 
dition  ;  I  defpile  greatnefs,  when  attended  with 
uneafinefs  ;  and  I  could  be  happier  with  the 
beautiful  cook,  than  with  all  the  kings  of  the 

eaft - You  are  too  deep  in  love,  Namouna, 

replied  Ilfetilfone.— One  of  us,  faid  the  old  go- 
vemefs,  muft  make  the  other  merry,  otherwife 
this  palace  would  become  a  fcene  of  forrow. 
Take  care  of  yourfelf,  and  don’t  walk  a  living 
mummy  in  Bagdad. 

The  chearfulnefs  of  the  governefs  diverted 
the  princefs,  and  quieted  her  impatience.  Si- 

mouftapha. 
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mouftapha,  on  thp  other  handr  amufed  himfelf 
in  preparing  fomething  new,  in  order  the  more 
agreeably  to  furprife  his  miftrefs.  The  fervices 
on  gold  and  precious  vafes  were  to  fucceed 
thofe  of  filver  and  china  ;  the  houfe  was  filled 
with  perfumes;  every  thing  in  it  announced  e- 
legance  and  neatnefs  ;  all  the  Haves  were  in  mo¬ 
tion  ;  and  fiill  more  would  have  been  done, 
fiiould  it  not  have  excited  too  great  a  curiofity. 
At  laft  the  two  days  were  finifhed; — the  hour 
arrived.  Ilfetilfone  proceeded  from  the  bath, 
in  all  her  charms ;  and  added  to  their  luftre 
that  of  the  moft  fplendid  and  moft  exqui¬ 
site  drefs.  Thus  adorned,  fhe  defeended  into 
the  ftreets  of  Bagdad,  attended  by  all  her* 
flaves. ' 

As  fiie  approached  the  fiiop  of  her  lover,  file 
went  into  all  that  fiie  met  with.  Her  retinue, 
difperfed  among  the  different  warehoufes,  were 
eager  to  view  and  to  examine  every  thing  *,  and, 
when  Ihe  imagined  that  their  attention  was  fuf- 
ficiently  engaged,  the  immediately,  along  with 
Namouna,  entered  Simouftapha’s  houfe,  where 
nobody  was  left  but  the  mute. 

Early  in  the  morning,  the  cook  had  warned 
his  people,  that  it  would  be  prudent  for  them, 
before  the  caliph’s  daughter  fiiould  traverfe  the 
ftreets  of  Bagdad,  to  go  and  dine  on  the  other 
.fide  of  the  Jalla  and  the  Ilphaza,  and  take  with 

them 
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them  whatever  fhould  be  neceflary.  This  or¬ 
der,  accompanied  with  a  few*  pieces  of  gold, 
was  very  agreeable  to  them. 

Ilfetilfone  palTed  from  Jthe  {hop  into  the  gar¬ 
den  ;  the  mute  made  a  fign;  and,  in  a  moment, 
the  two  lovers  were  in  each  others  arms. 

Whilft  fruits  and  different  forts  of  provifions 
are  ferved  up,  her  curiofity  determines  her  to 
examine  the  different  beauties  of  the  garden, 
and  the  order  of  the  houfe,  to  which  tafte  and 
elegance  appeared  to  have  contributed  more 
than  riches.  But,  when  the  princefs  was  in  the 
inner  part  of  it,  every  thing  fhe  faw  occafioned 
a  new  furprifej  every  thing  there  difplayed  the 
moft  uncommon  luxury. 

“  You  are  about,  my  princefs,”  laid  Simou- 
ftapha  to  her,  u  to  enter  a  room  which  nobody 
hath  feen  before,  and  where  I  never  fet  my 
foot.  It  was  defigned  but  for  one  perfon,  and 
I  durft  never  flatter  myfelf  that  flie  would  ever 
embellifh  it  with  her  prefence. 

Thefe  words  excited  in  Ilfetilfone  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  emotion.  She  was  quite  furprifed  to 
find  fo  much  riches  in  a  cook's  houfe.  She 
now  went  to  fee  an  apartment  ftill  more  fuperb, 
prepared  for  only  one  perfon  j  and  every  thing 
told  her  that  fhe  was  the  one. 

The  door  of  the  apartment  opened ;  the  par¬ 
lour  which  immediately  appeared,  was  more 

richly 
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richly  ornamented  than  any  in  Bagdad,  and  was 
fit  for  the  reception  of  the  greatefl  fovereign. 
They  now  pafs  into  another  magnificent  room 
embellHhed  withfofas  and  cufiiions  of  brocado. 
The  princefs  could  not  help  exprefling  the  great- 
eft  aftoniihment.  Namouna  opened  her  eyes. 
Every  thing  fhe  fees  is  the  object  of  her  furprife, 
and  the  caufe  of  her  filence.  She  durfl  touch 
nothing  j  but  hood  fpeechlefs  amid  fo  much 
riches. 

c<  Tor  whom,”  faid  the  princefs,  u  is  this  a- 
partment  defigned  ?”  “  Tor  no  other,”  replied 

the  amorous  youth,  u  but  the  moft  beautiful 
and  charming  of  princefles.”  “  Ah  I”  exclaim¬ 
ed  flie,  (<  Heaven  and  Mahomet  grant  that  fhe 
may  enjoy  it !”  In  faying  that,  flie  fell  into  a 
fwOon  j  but,  being  carried  upon  cufhions,  flie 
foon  recovered.  “  Who  has  placed  me  here  ?” 
faid  flie ;  it  is  myfelf, — “  It  is  he,”  replied  Na¬ 
mouna  ;  u  every  thing  here  lias  been  defigned 
for  you  *,  command  like  a  fultanefs.” — “  Will 
you  then  flay  here  with  me,  Simouftapha  ?”  re¬ 
plied  the  princefs. — u  He  who  has  devoted  his 
whole  life  to  you  cannot  rob  you  of  one  mo¬ 
ment  of  It.”  • 

What  finely  turned  compliments !  faid  Na- 
piouna,  ftepping  haftily  out  of  the  room : — The 
-eunuch  and  I  go  to  lay  {he  cloth. 

Our  lovers  were  alone  $  pafilon  tranfported 

thernj 
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them ;  but  duty,  conftrained  them  ;  the  moft 
delicate  fpeeches  were  mingled  with  the  ten¬ 
dered:  cardies,  and  promifes  of  mutual  affec¬ 
tion.  The  defire  of  binding  the  knot  of  their 
eternal  felicity;  the  idea  of  difficulties  which 
ieemed  to  exclude  all  hope ;  tears  extorted  by 
fear,  and  fweetened  by  hope— fuch  was  the 
pi&ure  they  exhibited 

“  dear  Simouftapha !”  faid  the  tender 
Hfetilfone,  “  you  appear  to  poffiefs  many  trea- 
fures ;  and  you  feem  fitted  to  enjoy  them  in  the 
nobleft  manner ;  who  then  has  obliged  you  to 

defeend  to  the  condition  you  now  hold  ?* _ 

“  Oh  I  my  princefs,  I  have  been  reduced  to  it 
by  an  irrefiftible  power.  I  have  devoted  my 
life  to  him :  I  have  fworn  in  your  prefence  the 
moft  fcrupulous  and  blind  obedience ;  let  us  not 
now  think  upon  the  paft;  ictus  confider  the 
future.  I  cannot  live  but  in  the  hope  of  pofi- 
felling  you.”  “  And  I,  my  dear  Simouftapha, 
in  the  affiirance  of  feeing  you  but,  fhall  we 
accompli  fh  it  ? 

"That  does  not  belong  to  you,  my  dear 
princefs,”  replied  Simouftapha.  «  Affiured  of 
your  heart,  it  is  my  part  to  preferve  its  peace 
with  the  pofleffion  of  it;  and  I  will  triumph 
over  every  opposition;  and  death  alone  ft  jail 
difunite  us.” 

Voi_.II.  I)  A£ 
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At  the  fame  inftant  the  key  was  heard  turn¬ 
ing;  it  was  Namoyna;  fhe  entered  rejoicing. 

Let  us  go,  my  dears,”  faid  fhe,  w  dinner  is 
on  the  table ;  the  hours  pals  quickly;  we  fhould 
employ  thofe  few  well  that  remain.” 

In  faying  that  fhe  caft  a  glanfce  upon  the 
two  lovers ;  Simouftapha,  feated  by  his  miftrefs, 
was  kifling  her  hand,  and  bathing  it  in  his 
tears. 

Won’t  you  come,  faid  fhe,  from  fpending 
your  time  in  crying  ?  You  are  incorrigible,  I 
fee  it  well.  Come,  good  Celadon  !  You  have 
drowned  your  reafon  in  tears,  you  will  find  it 
again  in  the  entertainment  which  is  prepared 
for  you. 

The  lovers  went  under  the  canopy :  expref- 
iion  of  fentiment  was  painted  in  their  eyes,  and 
their  lips  were  the  interpreters  of  it ;  their 
looks  were  mingled  with  carefles ;  anticipating 
cares ;  delicate  attentions  ; — all  bore  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  tender  eft  love,  and  the  ftrongeft 
pahion. 

K  Very  well !”  faid  Namouna ;  “  extafy  and 
admiration  have  fucceeded  to  tears.  Lct.us  go.-— 
Some  fighs  ftill !  Let  one  but  contemplate  your 
charms,  and,  when  he  thinks  he  has  faid  all, 
there  will  remain  much  to  fay.” 

•  The  beautiful  Ilfttilfone  fmiled  at  her  gover- 
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nefs ;  and  the  lovers  rife  to  feek  a  place  of  fo- 
litude  in  the  artificial  retreats  of  the  garden. 

“  Dear  Simouftapha,”  faid  {he,  (( the  hour 
of  our  parting  is  at  hand;  I  am  your’s  for  life ; 
affure  me  by  a  frelh  oath  that  you  will  always 
be  mine.” 

“  I  fwear,”  faid  Simouftapha,  “  by  Heaven, 
and  the  Divine  Prophet!  Accept  that  ring, 
which  is  the  feal  of  my  promife  !  That  diamond 
fhall  {boner  melt  than  my  heart  change  the 
objeCt  of  its  affection 

The  luftre  and  beauty  of  the  diamond  exci¬ 
ted  afrefh  the  admiration  and  curiofity  of  the 
princefs :  "You  will  not  leave  me,”  faid  ihe  to 
her  lover,  “  till  you  have  fatisfied  me  with  re¬ 
gard  to  your  fortune  ?  Mine,  for  the  future,  is 
conne&ed  with  it.  Your  riches  aftonifti  me 
more  and-  more.  The  nobknefs  of  your  car¬ 
riage,  the  genius,  the  graces,  the  talents,  the 
effects  of  a  fuperior  education,  all  {trike  me 
with  furprife,  and  difcover  a  particular  exertion 
of  providence  in  your  favour.— Young  {till,  and 
furrounded  with  Haves  in  the  very  midft  of  dif- 
iipation,  under  what  {hield  pray  do  you  walk  ? 
and  by  what  fantaftic  caprice  are  you  reduced 
to  perfonate  a  character  fo  unfuitable  to  your 
condition  ?  Difpel  my  doubts,  if  pofilble,  and 
crown  my  felicity  by  the  declaration  which  I 
require  of  you.” 
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“  I  am  alone,  it  is  true,”  replied  Simoufta- 
pha  5  u  no  perfon  here  takes  care  of  me  5  but  I 
once  had  a  mafter  who  inftru&ed  me  in  all  the 
arts  and  fciencesj  I  learned  under  him  both  to 
underhand  and  to  think :  That  refpe<5table  phi- 
lofopher  infpired  me  with  the  principles  of  tliofe 
virtues  which  now  adorn  me. 

“  Let  not  your  tendernefs  be  alarmed  with 
regard  to  my  refources  or  my  conduft.  I  am  a 
ffcranger  in  Bagdad  *,  I  have,  however,  rela¬ 
tions  ;  but  do  not  alk  me  the  caufe  of  my  lea¬ 
ving  them,  nor  the  difcovery  of  my  real  con¬ 
dition  :  My  fecrets  fhall  foon  be  declared  to 
you  ;  I  ill  all  have  nothing  to  conceal  from  her 
whom  I  regard  more  than  my  life,  and  to 
whom  a  {acred  tie  fhall  foon  unite  me  forever.” 
— aAh!  when  {hall  that  happy  day  come?” 
faid  the  princefs  with  a  tender  uneafinefs. — 
u  The  means  are  in  my  power,”  replied  Si- 
mcuftapha  $  a  the  ufe  of  them  requires  great 
prudence  j  the  confequences  may  be  danger¬ 
ous.”- — “  Ah  !  my  dear  Simouftapha,  to  me  let 
all  the  danger  belong.” — As  {he  pronounced 
thefe  words,  in  came  Namouna,  who  was  feek- 
ingher.  “  Let  us  go.  Madam,”  faid  {he  to  her, 
“  it  is  time  to  join  your  company  again. 
Here  is  a  private  gate,  of  which  the  mute  has 
given  me  the  key ;  let  us  go  out  by  it,  and,  on 
making  a  circuit,  we  {hall  appear  to  be  coming 
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from  fuch  a  diftance,  that  it  will  be  impoiBble 
to  guefs  where  we  have  Ipent  our  time.”  The 
lovers  were  obliged  to  comply. 

The  princefs  foon  joined  fome  of  her  com¬ 
pany.  ct  What  are  you  doing  here  faid  Na- 
mou'na  angrily.  K  Separated  from  thofe  who 
ought  to  take  care  of  you,  what  if  any  mifchief 
had  befallen  you!” — “  You  are  right,”  faid  Ilfe- 
tilfone,  t(  to  be  afraid  left  youth  fhould  expofe 
itfelf.”  The  young  flaves  crowd  around  their 
miftrefs,  and  the  princefs  approached  the  body 
of  her  train,  while  none  of  them  durft  fepa- 
rate  themfehTes  from  her. 

Haroun  and  Zobeida  waited  with  impatience 
the  return  of  their  dear  daughter.  As  foon  as 
the  caliph  was  apprifed  of  her  coming  to  the 
palace,  he  repaired  to  the  apartment  of  the 
princefs,  to  wait  for  her  there,  and  to  enjoy  in 
perfon  the  amufements  he  had  prepared  for 
her. 

She  at  length  appeared,  and  the  caliph  could 
lot  exprefs  his  fatisfaclion  on  account  of  the 
:hange  which  he  had  occafioned.  He  embra- 
:edhis  daughter  with  transport :  Every  thing 
oncurred  to  increafe  his  fatisfa&ion  5  Ilfetjl- 
one  fupported  by  love  and  hope,  affumed  new 
•xiftence  j  and  that  happy  father  charged  him- 
elf  with  carrying  fo  agreeable  intelligence  to 
Zobeida. 
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I  did  not  expert,  faid  the  prineefs  to  Namouv 
tia,  fo  much  attention  from  the  caliph;  his  ten- 
dernefs  affects  me. — Ah !  if  he  knew  the  object 
of  my  paflion  !-^Away  with  your  lamentation 
if  you  pleafe,  faid  the  old  lady ;  live  for  the 
gallant  Simouftapha,  and  let  me  alone ' Think 
upon  him,  you  lhall  hear  his  news,  and  lie 
your’s ;  but  let  neither  of  you  weep. 

u  I  fhall  <Lo  what  you  would  have  me  do,” 
faid  IlfetiHbne,  “  if  I  have  hope  only  to  receive 
any  lover,  and  if  you  fpeak  of  him  to  me  for¬ 
ever:  Thefe  fweet  tears,  whofe  value  you  are 
fo  little  acquainted  with,  will  dry  up  when  I 
fhall  be  affured  of  his  conftancy.  Ah  !  if  he 
were  unfaithful  I  would  ceafe  to  live. 

Too  ingenious  in  finding  out  means  of  tor¬ 
menting  herfelf,  the  prineefs  knew  not  the  heart 
of  her  lover.  Simouftapha  was  no  fooner  alone, 
than  he  fought  for  means  of  fecuring  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  affections.  He  flew  to  his  cabinet. 
He  there  perceived  the  ineftimable  gift  of  the 
fage,  to  whofe  iiiftruftions  lie  owed  his  educa¬ 
tion  -books  of  feience,  recipes  for  ufeful  com- 
pofitions  ;  and,  among  other  things,  a  myfte- 
rious  box,  compofed  of  a  Angle  precious  ftone. 
That  box  ’was  not  to  be  opened,  but  on  the 
moft  important  oceaflon,  and  when  it  fliould 
be  impofljble  for  him  otherwife  to  obtain  fuc- 
cefs  in  ^matter4-,  that  concerned  his  happinefs. 

Simouftapha 
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Simon ftapha  took  the  box,  which  was  cover¬ 
ed  with  paper,  and  inscribed  with  the  following 
inftruftions  of  his  wife  preceptor. 

u  My  dear  child,  never  miftake  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  choice  of  the  objeft  which  is  to 
form  your  happinefs  ;  examine  it  in  all  its  dr- 
cumftancesj  diftruft  appearances  by  all  means* 
If  you  fhall  ever  happen  to  enter  into  fuch  en¬ 
gagements  as  will  involve  you  in  misfortune 
to  get  free  from  them,  and  if  otherwife  your  con*- 
fcience  do  not  reproach  you  with  refpeft  to  the 
means  which  you  fhall  employ  in  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  object  of  your  confolation,  then  apply 
to  my  box  ;  put  it  on  your  table,  bow  before  it 
refpe&fully,  and  fay  to  it,”  “  My  dear  box  ! 
my  only  hope,  grant  me  your  prote&ion,  in  the 
name  of  the  friend  who  gave  you  to  me,  and 
affift  me  in  my  diftrefs. — I  conjure  you  in  the 
name  of  your  miftrefs.” 

“  The  box  will  open*  Summon  up  all  your 
firmnefs,  that  you  may  not  fhrinJk  at  the  light 
of  the  frightful  objeft  which  will  appear  before 
you ;  and,  whatever  it  be,  command  it.  You  will 
learn  from  it  what  it  can  do  in  your  favour  v 
but,  my  dear  child !  that  ftep  is  not  without  dan¬ 
ger  5  the  flighted:  indiferetion  may  draw  upon 
you  the  greateft  misfortunes.  Terrible  trials 
enfue  ;  and,  if  you  fink  under  them,  the  prefent 
and  my  friendiliip  will  prove  fatal  to  you.” 

y  O, 
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a  o,  my  dear  Benelab !”  faid  Simoufrapha, 
after  having  read  that  writing  attentively,  <c  your 
ptipil  feels  all  the  value  of  the  kindnefs  you  in¬ 
dulged  him  with,  in  leaving  him  this  precious 
treafure,  and  the  fage  inftru&ions.  When  the 
fire  of  love  had  inflamed  my  foul,  and  when, 
at  the  hazard  of  my  life,  Iwifhed  to  furmounteve- 
rf  obftacle,  you  came  tomyreiief,— O,  my  worthy 
mafler!  I  owe  to  you  the  happinefsofmy  life:  You 
have  recovered  me  the  object  of  my  flame ;  and, 
without  your  generous  cares,  inaccefiible  walls 
would  have  feparated  me  from  her  3 — frill  1 
would  have  tranfgrefled  the  law  of  the  prophet 
in  leaping  over  them,  and  would  have  lofr  the 
object  of  my  love,  Without  the  hope  of  ever  u- 
niting  our  hearts. 

Hitherto,  my  dear  Benetab  f  your  fpirit  has 
watched  over  my.  conduct,  your  cOunfels  have 
been  my  law  3 — aflift  your  friend,  and  favour 
me  in  a  dangerous  attempt,  which  I  am  now  a- 
bout  to  make.  I  am  to  be  expofed  to  dreadful 
trials  3  but  O,  my  fage  friend  !  he  who,  ena¬ 
moured  of  the  moll  beautiful  of  Nature's  works, 
was  able  to  command  hlmfelf,  and  to  refpe<fr 
while  he  loved,  is  worthy  of  fome  confidence. 
His  wifdom  and  his  fuccefs  were  your  work, 
and  you  will  glorioufly  finifh  what  you  have  be¬ 
gum* 
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After  this  invocation,  Simouftapha  rofe  full  of 
courage  ;  he  took  up  the  box,  tore  off  the  lit¬ 
tle  feal,  and  articulated  forcibly  all  the  words  of 
the  charm,  of  which  he  had  the  form. 

All  on  a  hidden,  the  flame  of  lamps  twinkled 
forth,  and  fparkled.  A  noife  like  diftant  and 
majeftic  peals  of  thunder,  the  harbingers  of 
ftorms,  was  now  heard. — The  box  opened  of 
its  own  accord. — Nothing  appeared  to  come 
out  of  it.  However,  a  black  vapour  rofe  in  the 
cabinet,  and  filled,  by  degrees,  the  fpace  between 
the  floor  and  the  ceiling. 

At  length,  the  vapour  was  diflipated :  A  fhape- 
lefs  mafs  grew  up,  and  the  eye  was  terrified  at 
the  fight  of  an  objeft  So  hideous  and  frightful. 
As  the  phantom  was  unfolding  itfelf,  the  cou¬ 
rageous  Simouftapha  familiarifes  himfelf  with 
it.  “  Who  are  you  ?  who  fent  you  hither  ?” 
were  the  queftions  he  propofed  to  that  monftroufi 
form. 

“  My  miftrefs,”  anfwered  the  horrible  figure. 
<#  I  muft  obey  the  commands  of  Benalab,  and 
the  man  whom  fhe  prote&s.” 

“  Who  is  your  miftrefs?”  replied  Simoufta- 
ftapha.  «  I  charge  you  tell  me  her  name.” 

“  I  will  not  obey  you  without  her  permifflon, 
returned  the  figure. 

“  Go  back,  then,  to  her,”  faid  Simouftapha  ; 
S(  tell  her  that  the  friend  of  the  fage  Benalab  is 

ambitious 
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ambitious  of  treading  in  the  fteps  of  his  mailer, 
and  of  meriting,  by  his  conduct,  the  high  pro¬ 
tection  with  which  he  has  honoured  him  ;  and 
deiires  to  know  the  name  of  the  power  which 
iiiterpofes  in  his  favour,  that  he  may  render  it 
the  homage  which  is  due.”  The  genius  difap- 
peared,  and  returned  like  a  flaih  of  lightening. 

“  Your  demand  was  gracioufly  accepted,”  faid 
he;  “  yon, are  the  only  pupil  of  Benalab,  and  he 
regards  you  as  another  felf.  My  mi  ft  refs  is  the 
queen  of  the  genii  *,  fhe  is  named  Setelpedour’- 
ginatille,  which  fignifies  the  Star  of  the  Seven 
Seas.  She  fent  me  hither,  with  neceflary  pow¬ 
er,  in  order  to  execute  all  your  commands.  As 
my  form  may  appear  forbidding  to  you,  I  have 
orders  from  her,  who  has  me  in  her  power,  to 
aniline  that  ftiape  which  fhail  pleafe  you  moft.” 

u  AiTume,”  faid  Simouftapha,  “  the  ftiape  of 
Jemal,  the  firft  flave  who  was  engaged  in  my 
fervice,  and  whom  I  have  had  the  misfortune 
to  lofe.”— I  will  obey  you  ehearfully,  faid  the 
genius. 

Then  he  returned  to  the  bottom  of  the  ca¬ 
binet,  and  difiolved  again  into  vapours,  and 
formed  a  cloud,  from  which  a  young  man,  of 
an  agreeable  figure,  was  feen  to  iflue.  “What 
wifti  you  now  ?”  faid  the  newly  transformed  fi¬ 
gure.  “  I  wifti  you  were  more  devoted  to  me 
than  ever  Jemal  was.” — Whenever  you  have  oc- 
r  cafion. 
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cafion  for  my  fervice,  you  have  only  to  touch 
the  box,  and  call  me  *,  I  wait  your  commands.* 
“  I  love  the  charming  Hfetilfone,  the  calif’s 
daughter.  She  returns  my  affection  ;  but,  can 
I  be  united  to  her  without  the  conlent  of  our 
relations,  and  under  the  foverelgn  aufpices  of 
the  queen  of  the  genii  ?  Go,  Jemal,  and  re¬ 
member  my  happinefs  depends  upon  the  an- 
fwer  you  bring  i  He  faid,  and  the  genius  dif- 
api>cared. 

Simouftapha  then  recalled  to  his  memory  the 
fage  leflons  he  had  received  from  his  instructor. 
“  In  the  fituation  in  which  your  love  is  at  pre- 
fent,”  faid  Benalab  to  him,  ts  the  afiiftance  of 
the  genii  may  perhaps  be  necefiary,  but  dq  not 
neglect,  however,  to  contribute  yourfelf  too  to- 
your  own  happinefs  *,  fuperlative  aid  will  be  un~ 
availing,  if  you  negleCt  to  co-operate  with  it  by 
all  the  means  which  you  can  employ.  I  left 
you  riches,  which  will  more  than  fupply  your 
neceffities.”  Simouftapha  pofiefled  in  reality  the 
raoft  precious  productions  of  Arabia ;  but  there 
were  wanting  women  to  ferve  the  princefs,  and 
the  means  of  finding  in  Bagdad  fuch  as  had  no 
eyes,  tongue,  nor  ears ;  who  could  obey  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  who  could  be  always  .aCtive 
in  the  night,  and  invifible  during  the  day ; 
without  the  myftcrjous  aid  of  the  box,  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Jemal,  or  the  protection  of  the  fairy. 

In 
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In  this  embarraffment  Jemal  arrived,  and 
gave  an  account  of  his  million. 

Our  fovereign,  faid  he,  recognizes  in  your 
conduct  the-  bffe£t  of  the  faintary  principles  of 
the  wife  Benalab ;  the  has  confidered  your  plan, 
and  yoti  will  have  it  in  your  power  to  marry  the 
princefs  Ilfetilfonc  to-morrow  evening,  by  call¬ 
ing  the  ftars  to  witnefs  your  union.  I  have  or¬ 
ders  to  repair  to  the  palace  of  the  caliph  at  the 
clofe  of  the  day,  to  lull  the  watch  aileep,  to 
carry  off  the  princefs,  and  to  convey  her  hi¬ 
ther. 

.  Firft  of  all,  faid  .Simouftapha,  prefent  your- 
fclf  to  my  haves  under  the  name  of  Jemal, 
whofe  lofs  they  have  often  heard  me  regret : 
You  will  take  along  with  you  four  of  the  young- 
eft,  the  only  flaves  who  recollett  Jemal :  They 
will  carefs  you  much,  and  receive  you  kindly.. 
You  will  find  too  upon  the  table  a  ftate  of 
what  you  have  to  do  in  order  to  furnilh  the 
large  room.  You  will  find  the  key  of  the 
cupboard,  where  I  put  the  contents,  which 
I  give  you  the  charge  oft  My  four  little  flavcs 
fhall  perform  your  orders  \  but,  in  order  to  ful¬ 
fil  mine,  will  you  be  able  to  provide  me  with 
females,  proper  for  the  fervice  of  the  princefs  ? 

“  Do  you  want  a  hundred?”  replied  the  genii, 
“  of  the  moft  beautiful  who  furround  the 
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throne  of  Setelpedour’ginatille  ?  Your  orders 
{hall  be  their  laws.” 

“  I  am  a  {homed  of  his  gpodnefs,”  faid  Si¬ 
mouftapha;  u  fix  are  iufficient.” — Y ou  fhall 
have  them,  faid  the  genius. 

The  new  Jemal  is  recognifed  by  the  fiaves  of 
the  houfc :  The  four  youngeft  load  him  with 
carefies :  They  are  of  opinion  that  this  favou¬ 
rite  domeftic  fhould  be  reftored  to  his  former 
privileges,  and  that  he  fhould  forthwith  be  in- 
t rafted  with  the  orders  of  his  mafter.  He  in¬ 
formed  them,  that  Simouftapha  would  foon 
occupy  the  great  room ;  and  that  he,  and  his 
four  little  fiaves,  were  'about  to  make  every 
preparation  for  that  purpofe. 

Next  morning  Simouftapha  got  up  before 
fun-rife  t  fet  to  work ;  All  the  difhes  he  was  to 
fumifh  for  this  feftival  were  to  be  prepared 
with  his  own  hand.  He  is  the  more  difficult 
to  pleafe  with  refpe£b  to  the  tafte,  in  order  to 
gain  the  good  graces  of  the  perfon  whom  he 
was  to  flatter. 

Notwithftanding  this,  the  hours  roll  on ;  the 
day-ftar  is  about  to  end  its  courfe.  Simoufta¬ 
pha  entered  the  bath.  In  a  little,  he  fets  off 
the  graces  of  his  perfon,  by  the  luftre  of  a 
fplendid  drefs.  Art  and  nature  confpired  to 
-embellifh  this  mafter-piece  of  their  work ;  do 
Vo l.  IL  E  fire 
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fire  and  love  animate  their  looks  i  Every  thing 
contributes  to  the  happinefs  of  his  moft  affec¬ 
tionate  miftrefs. 

-Already  had  the  evening  fhades  fallen  upon 
Bagdad,  when  Simouftapha  caufed  his  room 
be  illuminated,  and  a  magnificent  entertainment 
be  ferved  up,  which  prepofteffed  both  the  fight 
and  finell  in  its  favour.  The  four  flaves  re¬ 
tired  to  execute  the  orders  of  Jemal :  he  him- 
felf  appeared  to  follow  them  ;  but  the  genius, 
having  other  things  to  do,  flew  to  the  palace 
of  Haroun. 

Ilfetilfone  flept  ill,  as  fhe  had  heard  no¬ 
thing  of  Simouftapha.  Namouna  had  loft 
her  temper,  and  begun  to  fcold:  The  flaves 
and  eunuchs  had  propofed  to  themfelves  a  joy- 
Tul  night;  but  all  on  a  fudden  they  became 
quite  languid ;  the  word  dies  away  upon  their 
lips ;  their  feet  ftagger,  and  become  unable  to 
fupport  them;  the  eafy-chairs  crafh  .with,  the 
weight  of  their  bodies :  The  eunuchs  upon 
watch  feel  the  fame  drowfiriefs ;  and  the  in- 
chantment  of  the  fairy  diffufes  a  foporiferous 
charm  throughout  the  whole  palace. 

When  all  were  afleep,  the  (errant  of  Setel- 
pedour,  according  to  the  orders  of  Simoufta,- 
pha,  lifted  the  princefs,  and  carried  her,  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  noife,  into  the  room  that  had  been 
prepared  for  her. 
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The  glimmering  of  the  lamps,  upon  which, 
an  extraordinary  wind  blew  violently,  annouh- 
ced  the  arrival  of  the  genius ;  the  princefs  is  pla¬ 
ced  upon  the  nuptial  bed;  and  Jemal  appear¬ 
ing,  faid  to  Simouftapha,  u  Mailer,  are  yout* 
orders  executed  ?  Do  you  want  nothing  more 
with  your  {lave?” — “  Where  are  the  females  who 
are  to  ferve  the  princefs  ?” — “  Every  thing  is  rea¬ 
dy,  anfwered  the  genius ;  and,  if  your  highnefs 
will  condefcend  to  pafs  into  the  neighbouring 
room,  they  will  foon  appear.”  Simouftapha  im¬ 
mediately  complied.  In  an  inftant,  a  ball  of 
fire  darts  forth  its  Alining  rays;  the  eye  is 
dazzled  with  it;  in  a  little  the  luitre  diminiih* 
es,  and  leaves  in  its  room  fix  young  people,  e- 
quaily  diftinguifiied  by  their  beauty  and  drefs. 
In  their  hands  they  carried  a  mufical  im 
ftrument.  Hardly  could  they  diftinguilh 
thefe  ravifhing  objects,  till  the  whole  vifion 
bowed  down  before  Simouftapha.  He  ordered 
Jemal  to  employ  thefe  new  {laves  in  making 
the  neceflary  preparations;  entered  into  the 
room  where  the  princefs  was  fleeping,  and  {hut 
the  door  upon  her. 

He  approached  the  object  of  his  whole  de¬ 
lire:  Oh,  how  worthy  Ihe  -appeared  of  the 
facrifices  he  had  made  to  obtain  her  f 
The  prince  was  fo  inflamed  with  love,  that 
he  wifhed  to  awake  the  object  of  it ;  but 
E  2  the 
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the  tranquillity  and  happinefs  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  her  face  hindered  him  from  inter¬ 
rupting  her  fweet  repofe.  Alas  !  faid  Simou- 
flapha,  I  fhall  never  perhaps  have  it  fn  my 
power  to  tnake  her  fo  happy  as  {he  may  be 
in  this  dream ;  yet  he  could  not  refill  the 
impulfe  of  the  moment ;  he  rifked  a  kifs  upon 
her  rofy  lips the  magic  of  love  deftroyed  the 
charm  of  the  genius,  and  Ilfetilfone  opened  her 
beautiful  eyes. 

<c  Ha!  what  a  tranfporting  dream,”  cried 
/lie. — “  It  is  not  a  dream,”  faid  the  amorous 
Simouflapha,  “  you  are  at  the  houfe  of  him 
who  fhall  be  your  hufband  in  a  little.” 

i(  My  hufband !”  replied  Ilfetilfone,  furpri- 
fed  at  the  enchantment,  <e  by  what  extraordi¬ 
nary  favour  ?” 

“  Be  not  furprifed.  Queen  of  my  foul !  A 
decree  of  heaven  hath  defigned  us  for  one 
another.  A  power  which  you  are  ignorant  of, 
and  of  which  I  know  but  little,  hath  this  day 
re-united  us,  and  it  fhall  be  for  life.  But,  be¬ 
fore  you  enter  into  thefe  folemn  vows,  learn 
the  fate  of  Simouftapha,  and  view  the  heir  of 
the  great  Hilmar,  fovereign  of  the  Indies.” 

At  thefe  words  Simouflapha  took  off  his  tur¬ 
ban,  and  fhowed  a  ribband  fet  with  pearls  and 
precious  ftones,  furpaffed  by  a  diamond  whofe 
luftre  dazzled  the  eyes:  And  upon  the  dia¬ 
mond 


.ARABIAN  TALES.  55 

mond  were  engraven  thefe  words,  Given  by  .the 
caliph  Haroun-Alrafchid  to  his  dear  SiniouJlapha% 
fin  of  his  brother  Hilmar,  great  king  cf  the  Indies* 

What  a  difqovery  for  the.  afifefHonate  IlfetiU 
Tone !  If  her  pafiion  could  be  increafed^  jlie 
would  become  proud  of  her  choice.  Glory  and 
ambition  confummated  a  happinefs,  which  feem- 
ed  at  firft  to  depend  only  upon  love. 

Simouftapha,  on  die  other  jiand,  enjoyed 
the  pleafure  of  having  it  in  his  power  to  re¬ 
move  an  error  which  his  difgutfe  feemed  to 
confirm. 

<5  But  why,”  faid  ihe  then,  did  you  fub* 
mit  to  your  prefent  profefiion  ?” 

To  tell  you  plainly,  it  was  love,  faid  the 
prince.  Now,  added  he,  k  only  remains  to  take 
the  celeftial  beings  to  witnefs  our  union,  wait* 
ing,  however,  till  our  parents  confirm  it  by 
their  confent.  May  you,  Mahomet,  may  the 
Conflellations,  and  may  the  Star  of  the  Seven 
Seas,  (putting  his  arms  acrofs  her  breaft),  be 
the  guardians  of  our  oaths  !  May  your  divine 
influence  depart  from  us,  if  we  ever  break  the 
facrcd  engagements  we  have  this  day  come  un¬ 
der  !  On  a  hidden  the  heavens  anfwered  the 
invocation  by  the  voice  of  thunder  \  an  invi- 
fible  arm  difiufed  obfciirity ;  the  fiars  withdrew 
their  luftre,  and  our  lovers  were  alone. 

E  3  Silence 
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Silence  and  obfeurity  had  reigned  for  a  con- 
fiderable  while,  when  at  length  Ilfetilfone,  cu¬ 
rious  to  know  fdll  more  pf  the  ftory  of  her  lo¬ 
ver,  afked  him,  what  motives  had  induced  him 
to  conceal  his.  illuftrious  birth?  For,  as  their 
parents  were  allied,  both  by  friendfhip  and  po¬ 
litical  intereft,  thefe  circumftances  taken  toge¬ 
ther,  might  have  contributed  to  fuch  an  advan¬ 
tageous  alliance. 

There  is  not,  faid  Simouftaplia,  fo  great  a 
difparity  of  rank  between  us  as  you  imagine : 
Perhaps  the  caliph,  among  all  the  fovereign 
princes  to  whom  he  hath  refufed  your  hand, 
lias  not  numbered  one  with  whom  an  alliance 
would  have  been  as  fuitable,  in  every  refpe&, 
as  with  our  family,  and  as  well  prepared  by 
the  bonds  of  an  ancient  and  heady  friendfhip. 

Our  family  was  bom  in  the  errors  of  idola¬ 
try;  but  thanks  to  the  zealous  attentions  of 
Haroun,  the  viceroy  of  God,  and  the  right 
arm  of  his  great  prophet  upon  earth*  we  have 
been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
by  ftudying  and  undemanding  the  divine  Al¬ 
coran. 

This  lage  commander  of  the  faithful  hath 
always  watched  over  us  like  an  indulgent  fa¬ 
ther.  My  father  and  my  mother  were  al¬ 
ways  mentioning  his  kind  attentions  to  us, 
and  their  attachment-  to  him,  —  He  has ,  a 
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moft  beautiful  prlncefs,  faid  they;  ah. !  if  be 
would  grant  us  for  our  daughter-in-law  the 
charming  Ilfetilfone;  but  other  monarc hs  have 
fought  her  in  vain.  He  loves  her  too  dearly, 
and  he  will  never  confent  to  her  forming  any 
connection  that  will  take  her  from  him. 

Thefe  canverfations  made  an  impreffion  up¬ 
on  my  foul;  my  whole  thoughts  centered 
upon  you  :  My  father  had  brought  to  court  ;  a 
Perfian  philofopher  named  Benalab,  who  was 
to  have  the  charge  of  my  education,  and  to 
inftil  into  my  heart  the  principles  of  virtue.  At 
the  fame  time,  he  was  to  adorn  my  mind  with 
that  uncommon  knowledge  with  which  he  was 
endowed. 

Now  and  then  Benalab  was  abfent,  in  qneft 
of  difcoveries  relating  to  thofe  important  ftudies 
in  which  he  was  engaged.  He  ufed  to  go  in 
fearch  of  plants  upon  the  mountains  of  Arme¬ 
nia.  My  parents  always  celebrated  your  charms 
and  talents ;  and  exprefled  their  regret  at  the 
impoflibility  which  they  fore  fa  w  in  forming  fo 
proper  an  alliance.  In  the  meantime,  they 
thought  of  feeking  another  for  me.  I  retired 
to  my  apartment  mightily  perplexed  ;  but  foarce- 
ly  had  I  gone  to  bed,  when,  in  the  middle  of  a 
profound  fleep,  you  appeared  tome  in  a  dream; 
and  you  had  the  very  fame  appearance  then 
as  the  firft  time  I  faw  you  j  I  awoke,  but 
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a  ftrange  voice  pronounced  your  name  dift* 
tin&ly. 

“  Judge,  my  dear  Ilfetilfone,  from  the  fitua- 
tion  in  which  I  was  placed,  the  impreffion  that 
your  image  made  upon  me.  Not.  daring  to  con- 
fefs  my  paffion,  I  gave  myfelf  entirely  up  to  it. 
It  foon  wafted  me  ;  medicine  was  adminiftered 
to  me  in  vain  5  and  I  was  about  to  fall  a  vic¬ 
tim  to  my  difeafe. 

“  Benalab  having  returned  from  Armenia,- 
examined  me,  and,  after  having  conftdered 
the  nature  of  my  complaint,  approached  me. — 
(C  Dear  prince,”  whifpered  he  in  my  ear,  “  I 
know  your  diforder  perfectly  — Ilfetilfone  .is  the 
caufe  of  it.” 

At  thefe  words,  a  hidden  blufh  covered  my 
cheeks.  “  Be  of  good  chear,”  faid  my  tutor  to 
me,  “  your  difeafe  is  not  defperate  ;  take  cou- 
rage  5  you  are  made  for  one  another.  Allow  me 
to  direft  you ;  I  fhall  put  you  upon  a  method  of 
feeing  her,  and  obtaining  her  hand.” 

“  Hope  having  re-animated  my  vigour,  I  aft* 
fumed,  as  i*>were,  a  new  life.  Benalab  pro- 
pofed  a  lea  voyage,  as  neceflary  for  my  recove¬ 
ry,  and  caufed  equip  a  veftel,  of  which  he 
himfelf  was  to  be  pilot.  In  order  to  comfort 
my  parents  on  this  occafion,  Benalab  thowing 
them  a  rofe-buffi,  almoft  entirely  dried  up,  took 
a  fhovel  *,  collected  fand  and  earth  j  mixed  them 5 
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put  them  to  the  root  of  the  bufli,  and  poured 
upon  the  earth  fome  drops  of  a  certain  elixir 
which  he  had  in  his  pocket.  “  This  plant  will  fpring 
up,”  faid  he  to  them:  The  more  it  {ball  be  loaded 
with  leaves  and  flowers,  the  more  ought  ye 
to  believe  in  the  recovery  of  your  fon.  The 
angel  of  death  would  ftrike  him  here.  Elfe- 
where  he  fliall  live.  Confide  in  Benalab.” 

((  The  rofe-bufh  recovered  its  verdure.  Be- 
nalab  having  become  my  governour,  might  take 
from  my  father’s  treafures  whatever  he  judged 
neceflary  for  me  j  to  this  he  joined  his  parti¬ 
cular  treafure,  fome  parts  of  which  you  have  al¬ 
ready  admired.  We  embarked  5  landed  on  the 
coafts  of  the  caliph  your  father,  and  came  to 
refide  for  fome  time  at  Baflora. 

“  Benalab,  the  moment  we  landed,  fent  all 
our  Indian  flaves  back  with  the  veflel  which 
had  brought  us  over.  We  fettled  at  Baflora, 
and  deliberated  how  I  might  live  at  Bagdad 
without  being  known,  and  what  profefflon  I 
fhould  follow,  in  order  that  I  might  fee  you 
2nd  become  acquainted  with  you,  concealing 
my  rank  and  condition.  That  of  a  cook  ap¬ 
peared  the  moft  proper  to  Benalab.  By  pur- 
chafing  very  expert  cooks  at  Baflora,  he  was  fure, 
by  means  of  Ids  elixirs,  of  giving  fuch  a  relifh 
to  whatever  we  prepared,  as  that  wi  might  pro- 
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rhife  ourfelves  a  fale,  and  a  preference  corre- 
fponding  to  our  wilhes.” 

Let  us  now  do  juftice  to  the  fchemes  of  the 
wife  Benalab.  A  cook  foon  made  greater  node 
in  Bagdad  and  at  court  than  any  ojher  perfon- 
age,  how  illuftrious  foever.  I  faw  our  reputa¬ 
tion  increafe  every  day ;  and,  after  having  work¬ 
ed  for  the  principal  people  of  the  Bate,  I  flatter¬ 
ed  myfelf  that  I  fhouldbe  employed  by  Haroun 
and  you,  when  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  my 
wife  governour. 

Hope  would  have  fled  with  him,  had  not 
Namouna,  who  thought  that  I  did  not  know 
her,  come  herfelf,  and  been  the  happy  mean  of 
bringing  us  together. 

During  this  whole  converfation  of  Simoufla- 
pha,  Ilfetilfone,  fcarcely  able  to  breathe,  had  not 
power  to  interrupt  him.  “  At  laft,”  faid  fhe,  our 
“  union  is  nothing  but  the  work  of  love,  and  the 
decree  of  the  holy  prophet  !  Ah !  how  fweet  it  is 
to  be  jfubjedt  to  the  laws  of  the  fame  deftiny !  But, 
explain  to  me  how,  fince  1  fell  afleep  in  my  fa¬ 
ther's  palace,  I  find  myfelf  here  in  your  arms  ? 
How  lively  foever  the  fenfations  are  which  I 
feel,  I  confider  them  only  as  the  effect  of  a  vi- 
fion.  Tl^s  appears  to  me  fo extraordinary. — -Then 
Simouftapha  explained  to  the  princefs  the  ufe  he 
made  of  the  box  of  Benalab,  and  expatiated  upon- 
the  aid  which  he  expected  from  it  afterwards. 

Night 
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Night  had  finifhed  the  half  of  her  career, 
when,  upon  a  fignal  agreed  to  between  the  In¬ 
dian  prince  and  the  genius,  the  latter  lighted  all 
the  lamps  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  At  thp 
fame  time,  the  door  which  led  to  the  parlour 
opened,  and  a  concert,  formed  by  the  union  of 
the  moft  agreeable  voices,  was  heard. 

What  new  prodigy  is  this  I  faidthe  princefs; 
it  is  your  flaves  celebrating  my  happinefs,  faid 
Simouftapha. — Could  my  Haves  be  here? — Could 
they  know  any  thing? — Thofe  who  are  here 
are  not  known  to  you,  and  could  not  betray  you. 

Ilfetijfone  rofe,  and  found  under  her  hand  a 
fplendid  drefs.  Simouftapha  conduced  her  into 
the  parlour,  where  a  fumptuous  collation  was  pre¬ 
pared. 

The  fix  flaves  proftrated  themfelves  before  the 
princefs,  and  were  eager  to  ferve  her.  She  had 
loft  her  appetite  fince  her  laft  walk  in  Bagdad  ; 
but,  as  every  dung  was  prepared  by  the  hands 
of  her  lover,  fhe  was  not  avCrfe  to  honour  the 
feaft  Mufic  and  dancing  embelliflied  this  fef- 
tival,  and  the  flaves  exerted  themfelves  in  charm¬ 
ing  the  liefure  moments  of  this  happy  pair. 
The  princefs. had  need  of  repofe.  Simouftapha 
conduced  her  back  into  the  apartment  fhe  had 
left.  The  door  (hut,  and  the  lamps  were  extin- 
guifhed  anew. 
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They  were  both  ftill  afleep,  when  the  genius^ 
warned  of  the  return  of  the  morning  by  the 
crowing  of  the  cock,  lifted  up  the  princefs,  and 
tranfported  her  to  the  palace  of  the  caliph. 

After  he  reftored  her  to  her  former  condi¬ 
tion,  he  removed  the  charm  which  held  every 
body  afleep  j  each  of  them  Ihifted  a  little,  and 
ended  their  {lumbers  in  a  more  convenient  pof- 
ture. 

Already  had  the  fun  finifhed  a  part  of  his 
courfe  *,  and  Ilfetilfone  was  ftill  in  her  {lumbers. 
Thrice  had  the  old  governefs  drawn  the  cur¬ 
tains*  I  dare  not  interrupt  her  repofe,  faid  (lie, 
with  a  low  vorce  ;  fleep,  my  beautiful  angel ! 

At  length,  the  two  ftars  which  regulated  the 
life  of  the  Indian  princes  flione  forth  with  all 
their  luftre.  Namouna  approached  them;  a  How 
beautiful  you  are,  my  charming  princefs !  have 
you  flept  on  a  bed  of  rofes,  that  you  awake  more 
beautiful  than  Aurora  ?” 

“  It  is  becaufe  I  have  had  an  agreeable 
dream.” — “  Have  you  feen  Simouftapha  ?” — 
<f  Yes,  Namouna,  I  have  feen  him,  and  much 
to  my  joy.” — <(  Was  he  as  grave  as  ufual  ?”■ — 
«  Not  at  all.” — (t  So  much  the  better  for  you, 
my  princefs ;  Will  you  dme  then  with  a  good 
appetite  to-day  ?  I  am  going  to  procure  a  dilfc 
from  Simouftapha.” 
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Thfe  old  lady  ram  to  the  cook.  “  I  am  not 
fo  happy,”  faid  fhe  to  herfelf,  u  as  to  have 
fuch  a  dream  ;  ’tis  a  fine  thing  to  be  young  ! — 
Quick,  quick,”  faid  {he,  when  die  arrived, 
u  your  princefs  lias  flept  the  whole  night ;  {he 
has  thought  on  you  5  {he  has  recovered  her  ap¬ 
petite  ;  give  me  fomething  for  her.” 

Simouftapha  faw  that  Namouna  knew  no¬ 
thing  of  what  had  happened.  “  Take  thefe 
difhes,  good  Namouna ;  tell  your  charming 
iniftrefs  that  {he  has  no  need  to  eat  much  this 
morning,  {lie  will  fup  the  better  for  it  at 
night.” 

The  old  lady  wifhcd  to  enter  into  conven¬ 
tion  with  him  ;  but  Simouftaplia  politely  excu- 
fed  himfelf,  £md  difmiiled  her. 

Matters  were  hi  this  fituation,  when  a  cloud 
traiifiated  Jemal  into  the  azure  plain,  where  he 
was  to  give  an  account  of  what  had  been  done? 
it  he  night  before. 

As  foon  as  SetelpeJour’ginatille  faw  him^ 
ipeak,  Ivaufiak !  (aid  die  to  him,  haft  thou 
-executed  my  orders  in  favour  of  the  dear  pupil 
of  my  beloved  Benalab  ? 

Great  queen !  replied  Kauflack,  I  have  done 
what  I  could.. 

“  Do  you  remember,”  anfwered  the  fairy, 
<c  why  you  were  diut  up  in  the  box,  the  fright¬ 
ful  figure  with  wliich  you  were  invefted,  and 
Vol.  II.  F  where- 
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wherefore  you  were  fo  juftly  diaftifed  ?  Aft 
faithfully  henceforward,  and  fpeak  the  truth. 
^Vre  the  young  princes  married  ?  What  think 
you  of  their  union  ?” 

“  The  marriage  is  over.  Nothing  equals 
the  virtues  and  the  beauty  of  this  happy  couple  j 
and  it  would  be  impoffibie  to  fmd  their  match 
in  the  whole  ezhpire  of  Ginniftan;  You  fee 
how  I  admire  them. 

(t  If  Ilfetilfone  eclipfes  all  the  ftars  of  heaven 
in  brightnefs,  Simouftapha  may  be  compared 
to  the  fun ;  but  what  particularly  diftinguifties 
5hem,  are  the  qualities  of  their  heart  and  un- 
derftanding,  which  they  unite  in  a  moft  emi¬ 
nent  degree.” 

“  Thou  knoweft  him  well,  Kauftack,”  re- 
.  plied  the  queen,  “  admire  him,  that  thou  mayeft 
at  length  learn  to  love  him.  I  recommend  that 
couple  to  thee,  ferve  them  faithfully.  1  want 
to  lee  them  this  night  j  thou  muft  bring  them 
to  me  as  foon  as  they  (hall  be  afleep ;  and,  af¬ 
ter  I  {hall  have  proved  thy  conduct,  I  will  per¬ 
mit  thee  to  appear  for  the  future  under  tha 
form  and  name  of  Jemal,  which  thou  haft  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  pupil  of  Benalab.” 

The  genius  went  away  fatisfied.  Setelpedour 
was  confounded :  Ah !  what,  faid  {he,  are  in¬ 
nocence  and  love  unknown  in  my  dominions  ? 
a#d  are  they  only  to  be  found  upon  the  earth  ? 
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J  could  not  believe  it ! - How  I  defire  to  fee 

this  mortal,  fo  beautiful,  fo  virtuous,  and  fo 
fenfible  ! — How  happy  is  Ilfetilfone  in  having 
captivated  a  foul  like  his  !” 

Thus  Ipoke  the  queen  of  the  genii :  She  had 
till  now  kept  her  liberty ;  the  very  thought  of 
a  mortal  endangered  it.  She  was  going,  how¬ 
ever,  to  run  the  riik,  when  Jemal  was  to  have 
executed  the  lafi:  orders  he  had  received# 

Ilfetilfone  had  learned  from  Namouna  that 
fhe  was  to  have  an  interview  with  her  lover 
that  night.  Night  approached,  more  defired 
than  the  beautiful  day ;  the  charming  princefs 
fought  repofe,  in  order  to  enjoy  a  hope  which 
fhe  had  no  fear  of  being  difappointed  of.  Soon 
the  fbporiferous  vapour  fpread  around  hen  She 
perceived  its  fymptoms,  and  defired  its  effect } 
the  palace  is  thrown  into  a  deep  deep  afrefh. 
Jemal  had  appeared,  and  had  already  carried 
off  the  princefs  to  her  fpoufe,  where  every  thing 
was  ready  for  her  reception. 

The  difhes  were  prepared,  the  concert  was 
begun,  the  apartment  was  moft  magnificently 
embellifhed.  But  what  Can  luxury  and  their 
efforts  add  to  the  pleafures  that  fpring  from 
mutual  love  ?  If  they  were  to  die  of  love,  with¬ 
out  hope  of  ever  being  united,  they  might  live 
at  prefent  without  fo  much  ado. 

;  uc.  i  u  y  ^  i  \  The 
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The  hour  of  repofe  came.  Simouftapha  ten¬ 
derly  invited  the  princefs  to  give  herfelf  up  to 
him ;  and  the  young  Haves  put  every  thing  in 
Order  for  that  phrpofe. 

A  great  maiiy  believed  that  all  the  nights  of 
the  pair,  whom  love  alone  united,  were  to  be 
alike.  What  followed,  however,  proved  the 
contrary. 

Hardly  were  Simouftapha  and  the  princefs 
upon  their  cufliions,  when  the  genius  threw 
them  into  a  profound  fleep,  and  transported 
them  into  the  palace  of  the  queen  of  the  ge¬ 
nii. 

Setelpedour  waited  for  them  with  impatience, 
and  made  them  both  lit  down  upon  the  moft 
magnificent  fophas.  Her  firft  attention  was 
paid  to  Ilfetilfone ;  for  lhe  tvilhed  to  fed  if  her 
beauty  came  fully  up  to  the  encomiums  lhe  had 
heard  lavilhed  upon  it*,  Hid  found,  however,' that 
every  tiling  exceeded  the  prailes  of' Jemal. 

But,  when  {lie  came  to  examine  Simou- 
dapha,  lhe  was'  perfuadecl  that  nothing  up¬ 
on  earth  was  either  to  be  compared  to  him,1 
or  worthy  of  him.  By  believing  that  lhe  had' 
only  given  herfelf  up  to  the  fentiment  of  ad¬ 
miration,  arid  by  concealing  the  emotions  by 
which  lhe  was  agitated,  that  the  genii  of  her 
court  might  not  dlfcover  the  violence  of  her 
pallid n,  Hie  allowed  herfelf  to  be  carried  too 
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far.  /(<  Oh !  moft  beautiful  of  mortals !”  ex¬ 
claimed  {he,  “  how  happy  I  efteem  myfelf  in 
having  exerted  my  power  for  you  1”  She  now 
took  two  kifles  of  Ilfetilfone,  that  (he  might 
have  an  apology  for  imprinting  the  moft  tender 
upon  the  lips  of  Simouftapha. 

The  queen  of  the  genii  experienced  what 
happens  to  her  equals,  when  they  approach  too 
near  the  dangerous  ball  of  this  earth.  Setelpe- 
dour  fell  a  prey  to  the  ravages  of  her  own  ele¬ 
ment  5  but  the  effeft  had  not  yet  diflipated 
every  idea  of  beneficence  conceived  in  favour  of 
a  rival,  the  confummating  of  whofe  happinels 
ihe  was  foon  about  to  repent.  She  put  a 
very  fplendid  lace  about  .her  neck,  and  a  ring 
upon  her  finger,  whofe  diamond  fpatkled  like 
the  carbuncle ;  and,  what  enhanced  the  value 
of  this  jewel,  the  names  of  the  happy  pair  were 
engraved  in  the  infide  of  the  ring. 

Forthwith  Ihe  twines  a  chain  of  diamonds  in 
the  trefles  of  the  prince,  and  puts  upon  his 
finger  a  ring  ftill  more  beautiful  than  the  one 
Ihe  had  given  to  the  princejfs.  She  now  caufed 
two  drefles  be  brought  for  each,  embroidered 
with  rubies,  fapphires,  and  emeralds,  diftribu- 
ted  with  fuch  art,  that  they*imitated  the  variety 
of  flowers. 

When  fhe  had  thus  diftinguilhed  herfelf  by 
her  magnificence  and  kindneis,  fhe  is  eager  to 
F  3  obtain 


66 


Arabian  talss* 


obtain  her  compenfation  from  the  lips  of  the 
beautiful  Simouftapha.  Having  thus  gratified 
her  curiofity,  and  part  of  her  defires,  the  re¬ 
called  the  genius. 

“  Jemal,”  faid  fhe  to  it,  «  exert  yourfelf, 
and  tranfport  the  fpoufes  upon  this  fopha  to  the 
apartment  from  which  yon  took  them.  You 
muft  take  care  that,  the  one  which  they  have 
occupied  be  placed  fomewhere  elfe  *,  you  muft 
put  thefe  two  drefles  before  them,  and  obferve 
them  till  they  awake,  that  you  may  after  wards- 
give  an  account  of  what  pafles.” 

The  genius  obeys:  The  fpoufes  are  at  Bag¬ 
dad,  in  the  apartment  of  the  prince  of  the  In¬ 
dies  :  The  brightnefs  of  the  lamps  is  redoubled ; 
the  influence  of  the  magic  fleep  is  broken  off. 
Simouftapha  and  Ilfetilfone  open  their  eyes  *, 
v  both  are  dazzled  with  the  luftre  of  their  drefs  *, 
they  are  ftruck  with  the  magnificence  of  every 
thing  around  them. 

Simouftapha  takes  the  box  *,  the  genius  waits 
his  orders  :  Jemal,  fpeak,  I  command  you  l 
Whence  is  this  abundance  of  riches  ?” 

From  the  hand  that  hath  favoured  your  u- 
nion,  replied  the  genius. — To-Morrow,  added  the 
prince,  you  muft  carry  her  the  tokens  of  our 
gratitude.  If  two  hearts,  entirely  devoted  to  the 
will  of  the  queen,  can  add  to  her  happinefs,  you 
muft  prefent  the  homage  of  ours  to  her..  * 
.  Jemal 
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Jemal  difappeared.— Our  lovers  got  immedi¬ 
ately  rid  of  the  treafures  which  confined  them-* 
Eafe  is  necefiary  to  happy  love.— Slmouftapha 
faw  nothing  in  this  attention  of  the  queen  of 
the  genii,  but  a  difpofition  to  prevail  upon  the 
caliph  to  approve  of  their  union.  At  length 
both,  very  agreeably  engaged,  came  to  forget 
their  riches  ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  night 
rolled  on  in  a  happinefs  which  knew  no  care. 

The  la  ft  hour  was  come,  when  Ilfetilfone  fig- 
nified  to  her  lover  the  happinefs  that  (he  would 
feel  in  feeing  him  drefted  in  the  robes  of  his  bene- 
fuftrefs.  M  I  will  obey,  treafure  of  my  life !  an- 
fwered  the  prince  *,  my  whole  care  is  to  pleafo 
you  ;  but,  let  nothing  here  conceal  from  my  eye* 
the  charms  whole  power  transports  and  ravifhes 
me.”  Slmouftapha  is  adorned  withhisfuperbdrels. 
— Ilfetilfone  is  highly  pleafed  with  it.  “  Mine,” 
faid  fhe,  “  is  ufelefs  to  me  at  prelent  ;  for,  were 
I  to  difplay  this  pomp  in  my  father's  palace,  X 
Ihould  excite  a  curiolity  which  it  would  be  im- 
poftible  for  me  to  gratify.” 

As  Ihe  had  finiflied  thefe  words,  the  fore-run¬ 
ners  of  lleep  feized  upon  her. — Slmouftapha  felt 
the  fame  fenfations ;  they  _  have  only  time  to 
throw  themfclves  upon  a  fopha,  without  put-v 
tmg  off  their  drefles.  The  princefs  was  already 
afleep,  and  the  genius  conduced  her  into  the 
palace  of  the  caliph. 
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Jemal  immediately;  flew  to  Setelpedour,  and 
gave  her  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
her  prefents  had  been  received,  and  of  the  grate¬ 
ful  acknowledgements  of  Simouftapha.  He  faid 
even  more,  than  the  queen  wiflied  to  hear. 

Setelpedour  was  no  more  herfelf  *  from  the 
moment  {he  was  captivated  with  Simouftapha,  flie 
fell  a  victim  to  paflions,  whofe  violence  fhe  had 
never  known  before.  Jealoufybegan  to  wring  her 
heart ;  fhe  is  aftonifhed  at  her  fituation. — She, 
who  till  now  had  been  engaged  in  governing 
the  paflions  of  others  ;  fhe  who  had  never  felt 
the  ftroke  of  them,  and  who  had  been  always 
infenfible  to  the  charms  of  the  genii  of  the  em¬ 
pire  of  Ginniftan  j  “  l  condefcend,”  faid  fhe, 
“  to  love  a  man! — But  Simouftapha  is  the  pu¬ 
pil  of  Benalab  5  he  is  himfelf  the  model  of  vir¬ 
tue,  and  wifdom: — What  one  of  my  equals  could 
have  thought  it  below  her  to  win  the  affections 
of  the  great  Solomon?  Our  queen  went  to 
vifit  him  from  the  moft  remote  regions  of  the 
north  *  ” 

Whilft  Setelpedour  fpoke  thus,  the  genius 
waited  her  orders.  w  Return  to  your  mafter,” 
faid  flie;  “and,  vifibleorinvifible,  be  always  at  his 
command.  If  you  perceive  in  him  the  leaft  defire  of 

becoming 

*  It  was  a  received  opinion,  that  the  queen  of  Sheba,  who 
came  to  court  the  favour  of  Solomon,  was  %  female  Gcni^ 
and  quec*  of  t£c  ccleftial  rifions. 
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becoming  acquainted  with  me,  and  of  doing  me 
homage,  encourage  it,  and  bring  him  to  me  im¬ 
mediately.  My  frontiers  are  guarded  by  beings 
more  dlfgufting  than  you  were  formerly.  But 
I  am  juft  going  to  order  thefe  frightful  foldiers 
to  be  removed,  and  the  ftations  to  be  idled  up, 
fo  as  nothing  may  appear  terrifying. 

The  genius  having  bowed  to  its  fovereign, 
returned  to  the  apartment  of  Simouftapha,  and 
found  him  upon  the  fopha,  where  the  effects  of 
the  magic  fieep  had  detained  him.  It  awakes 
him,  and  makes  its  appearance. — It  brings  him 
a  mdlage,  in  order  to  induce  lam  to  make 
choice  of  a  more  peaceful  fituation. 

The  printe  opened  his  eyes  *, — Ilfetilfone  had 
difappeared  he  law  nothing  around  him  but 
the  magnificent  prefents  with  which  he  was  load¬ 
ed  ;  and,  without  which,  he  would  have  believed 
the  whole  to  have  been  but  a  fine  dream.  Upoii 
feeing  thefe,  however,  he  is  animated  with 
a  gratitude  which  calls  to  his  remembrance  the 
'greateft  benefits.  He  bums  with  impatience  to 
go  and  do  tefpe<ftful  homage  Ito  the  txalted 
being,  whofe  goodnefs  and  power  he  admiresf 
He  touches  the  box,  and  the  genius  Walts  his 
orders. 

“  Jemal,”  fakl  he  to  it,  “  if  my  requeft  is  not 
impertinent,  I  command  thee  to  conduct  me  to 
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the  feet  of  my  benefaCtrefs,  the  queen  of  the 
genii.” 

“  I  will  obey,  anfwered  the  genius,  <c  the 
matter  of  the  enchanted  box,  and  the  favourite 
of  the  brilliant  Star  of  the  Seven  Seas  which 
divide  the  earth.” 

Simouftapha,  after  the  bath,  adorned  himfelf 
with  the  riches  he  had  got  from  the  generous 
fairy,  and  gave  himfelf  up  to  be  conduced  by 
the  genius. 

Ginniftan  is  a  Very  remote  empire ;  it  fur- 
Tounds  us,  however,  on  every  fide.  It  confifts 
of  fpaces,  which  cannot  be  compared  with  the 
fmall  one  that  we  inhabit;  In  a  few  minutes, 
the  Indian  prince  is  over  them,  and  is  placed  at 
the  entrance  to  the  dwelling  of  SeteTpedour. 

The  queep  appeared  to  him  *,  and,  although 
he  was  ftruck  with  her  beauty,  he  did  not 
lofe  fight  of  decorum,  but  wifhed  th  have 
kneeled  upon  the  earth.  She,  however,  raif- 
ed  him  haftily,  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  con¬ 
ducted  him  to  her  palace,  having  firft  made  him 
walk  through  the  gardens,  where  wonders  of 
every  fort  furprifed  and  inchanted  him. 

Simouftapha,  affeCted  at  the  fight  of  fo  many 
enjoyments"  united,  felt  a  fenfation  highly  pleaf- 
ing  to  Setblpedour.  “  Man  !”  fays  fhe  within 
herfelf,  “  ah !  moft  admirable  of  mortals  !  may 
,  )  ■  o.:.  s  d  V  .  >  the 
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the  beauties  thou  meeteft  with  here  make  thee 
forget  all  thole  which  thou  lefteft  upon  the 
earth ! 

At  length,  almoft  without  Ipeaking,  the  queen 
and  her  new  gueft  came  to  the  bafon,  orna¬ 
mented  with  three  hundred  and  lixty-lix  figures 
of  animals,  all  differing  from  one  another.  Each 
of  them  was  the  emblem  of  one  of  the  day?  of 
the  year.  Jafper  and  porphyry  were  the  ma¬ 
terials  made  ufe  of  in  conftrutting  them  j  and 
they  always  fpouted  out  liquors  the  moil  agree¬ 
able  to  drink. 

The  table  for  dinner  was  furnifhed  in  this 
place,  under  a  canopy  of  rofes  and  jeffamines. — 
Sophas,  yovered  with  green  turf,  prefented  com¬ 
modious  feats.  The  violet  and  lilly  ferved  for 
carpets.  Amid  fuch  a  profuflon  of  beauties, 
how  fumptuous  muft  be  the  repaft  ! 

Invifible  beings  brought  and  removed  the 
courfes.  Nothing  was  fecn  but  the  beautiful 
hands  of  Setelpedour,  which  were  as  ready  to 
anticipate  the  tafle  of  her  guefts,  as  her  eyes 
to  perceive. 

The  Indian  prince  appeared  difconcerted  \ 
but  a  more  animated  picture  is  prefented  to  his 
view.  An  amphitheatre,  which  was  oppolite 
to  him,  is  peopled  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 
Six  hundred  genii  of  each  fex,  feated  upon 
green  turf,  began  a  concert  worthy  of  the 
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queen  of  the  fairies,  and  fitted  to  charm  mor¬ 
tals.  Simouftapha  is  {truck  with  admiration. 

You  fee,  faid  Setelpedour  to  him,  the  plea** 
fures  we  enjoy  here.  If  you  find  any  charms 
in  this  place,  ah !  my  dear  Simouftapha,  the 
heart  which  offers  them  {hall  always  ftudy  to 
vary  them. 

Saying  that,  the  queen  left  the  table,  and 
fet  out  for  her  palace.  Every  thing  there  was 
of  a  variegated 'gold  and  azure  colour.  She 
made  Simouftapha  fit  down  on  a  fopha,  and  the 
queen  of  the  genii  having  placed  herielf  befide 
Kim,  fpoke  to  this  purpofe. 

“  Dear  prince,  I  have  no  occafion  to  be ‘re¬ 
fer  ved  r  I  love  you ;  I  have  your  happinefs  at 
heart,  and  mine  is  interwoven  with  it.  You 
were  the  favourite  and  pupil  of  the  wife  Be- 
nalab ;  he  drew  my  eyes  on  your  deftiny.  From 
your  earlieft  infancy,  I  have,  without  appear¬ 
ing,  been  the  inftrument  of  your  happinefs.  To 
me  you  owed  Ilfetilfotie ;  I  was  delighted  at 
yOur  union  with  her,  and  I  feel  no  jealoufy  on 
account  of  it ;  but,  fince  I  came  to  know  you 
more  particularly,  I  have  conceived  the  tender- 
eft  a  Section  for  you.  Your  virtues,  and  the 
charms  of  your  perfbn,  have  made  the  queen  of 
the  genii  the  humble  {lave  of  love.” 

Oh  f  adorable  queen,  faid  Simouftapha,  I 
have  not  the  vanity  to  pretend  to  fo  glorious  a 

conqueft. 
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conqueft.  Permit  me  to  adore  you,  and 
ferve  you  my  whole  life.  To  you  I  owe  the 
happinefs  of  being  united  to  the  daughter  of 
the  caliph ;  but,  were  the  love  that  I  have  con¬ 
ceived  for  her,  under  your  aufpices,  to  permit 
me  to  offer  you  my  heart,  I  am  a  Muffulman 
by  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  holy  prophet,  and 
the  beneficent  care  of  the  virtuous  commander 
of  the  faithful.  My  happinefs  muff  therefore 
confift  in  obeying  the  law. 

You  exaggerate,  my  dear  Simouffapha,  re¬ 
plied  the  queen,  both  my  pretenfions  towards 
you,  and  the  rigour  of  the  law.  I  don’t  with 
to  ,bani£h  Ilfetilfone  from  your  thoughts ;  love 
her  always  *,  fhe  fliall  be  the  object  of  my  kind- 
nefs,  as  well  as  of  your  love.  Mahomet  has 
permitted  more  than  one  wife. 

<(  I  did  not  examine, H  faid  Simouffapha,  “  the 
-conduct  of  the  prophet ;  but,  when  Ilfetilfone 
was  given  entirely  to  me,  we  came  under  fa- 
cred  and  inviolable  obligations.” — “  They  will 
be  no  lefs  fo,”  replied  the  queen ;  “  Ilfetilfone 
can  neither  be  your  enemy  nor  mine.  Befides, 
in  permitting  me  to  love  you,  how  can  fhe 
charge  me  with  ingratitude  ?  In  a  word,  dear 
prince,  you  have  my  heart,  and  can  you  re- 
fufe  me  part  of  your’s,  if  it  is  not  already 
wounded  ?  Confider  that,  powerful  as  I  am,  I 
*  fkall  never  exert  my  power  but  to  turn  it  out 
Vol.IL  G  to 
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to  your  intereft,  and  that  file  who  implores 
you  is  the  fovereign  miftrefs  of  your  defliny.” — 

Oh!  my  queen,”  faid  Simouftapha,  “  figure 
to  yourfelf  the  diftrefs  of  your  flave,  who  finds 
it  equally  impoflible  to  confent  to  qr  refufe  your 
requell:.”  „ 

Enough  of  that !  dear  prince,  replied  Setel- 
pedour >  your  own  fafety  fhould  now  occupy 
your  thoughts..  I  have  furnifhed  the  proper 
means,  for  which  you  may  afterwards  find  ufe. 
But  I  muft  tell  you,  that  the  box  of  Benalab 
expofes  you  to  great  dangers.  It  belonged  for¬ 
merly  to  Mamouk,  an  Egyptian  magician,  who 
made  an  ill  ufe  of  it,  by  giving  himfelf  up  to 
crimes.  My  juflice  hath  therefore  deprived  him 
of  it. 

I  abandoned  this  wretch  to  the  rigour  of  his 
defliny.  I  chaftifed  Kauflack,  at  prefent  Jemal 
your  flave,  who  by  his  low  flattery  ruined  a 
corrupted  mafter.  I  fuppofe,  however,  that, 
this  flave  of  my  laws  will  never  forget  himfelf 
in  your  fervice.  Mamouk  is  {fill  alive,  and 
has  initiated  in  his  art  a  fon  no  lefs  dangerous 
than  himfelf.  All  Ginniflan  curfes  him ;  but 
the  wicked  always  find  fome  favour ;  Mamouk 
is  ftill  powerful,  and  is  continually  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  recover  the  box  which  was  given  to  Be- 
nalab.  Take  care  then,  that  neither  an  Egyp¬ 
tian, 
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tian,  nor  any  tiling  from  Egypt,  enter  your 
houfe. 

Simouftapha  could  not  find  words  to  exprefs 
his  gratitude.  He  began,  however,  to  weary ; 
it  was  time  for  him  to  go  home  and  receive  his 
fpoufe.  He  endeavoured  to  reprefent  to  the 
queen  the  neceflity  of  his  departure,  by  regret- 
ing  the  joys  he  fhould  be  forced  to  forego. 

My  goodnefs,  replied  Setelpedour,  follows 
my  inclination,  and  cofts  me  nothing.  The 
riches  which  are  here  will  lofe  their  value  when 
you  are  gone.  Would  you  render  them  pre¬ 
cious  to  me  ?  come  together  with  llfetilfone  and 
enjoy  them  ;  and,  from  that  moment,  every 
thing  here  {hall  be  truly  dear  in  my  fight: 
Come,  and  command  in  thefe  places,  and  I 
{hall  be  obeyed  by  all  the  genii  who  furround 
me. 

Ah!  Madam,  replied  Simouftapha,  don't, 
though  you  love  me,  make  me  forget  my  duty : 
I  mult  remember  that  I  am  the  fon  of  the  king 
of  the  Indies,  dearly  beloved  by  my  parents, 
and  accountable  to  their  fubjcfls  for  the  pre- 
fumptlve  heir  to  the  crown. 

Adieu !  my  dear  Simouftapha,  faid  the  queen, 
embracing  him 5  adieu  !  prince,  model  of  fove- 
reigns !  light  of  the  world !  and  genius  of  every 
virtue! 

G  2  Tf ur 
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The  genius  conduaed  Simouftapha  to  his 
houfe ;  and,  though  his  heart  melted  with  grati¬ 
tude  towards  Setelpedour,  his  affe&ions  ftill  con¬ 
centered  upon  Ilfetilfone.  He  is  bufy  preparing 
for  her  reception.  The  moft  exquifite  fruits  are 
upon  the  table ;  the  pots  are  filled  with  new 
perfumes:  The  princefs  arrived  in  a  magnificent 
drefs  which  £he  had  got  in  a  prefent  from  Setel¬ 
pedour  :  Bimouftapha  had  kept  his.  The  mufic 
plays;  the  repaft  begins;  and,  amid  thefe  enjoy¬ 
ments,  they  think  of  nothing  but  happinefs. 

In  the  mean  while  Simouftapha  relates  the 
voyage  he  had  made  to  the  palace  of  the  fairy, 
defcribes  the  beauties  he  had  feen  there,  and 
the  kindnefs  with  which  he  had  been  loaded. 
He  omits  no  circumftance  ;  but  his  relation  oc- 
cafions  neither  fulpicion  nor  jealoufy. 

While  the  princefs  faw  every  heart  incline 
towards  her  lover,  fhc  confidered  it  as  a  tri¬ 
bute  which  all  celeftial  beings  owed.  When 
Simouftapha  {poke  of  the  precautions  which  he 
had  engaged  to  take  againft  JVIamouk  the  E- 
gyptian,  the  ancient  pofteflor  of  the  box,  {he 
whhed  that  the  prince  would  fend  back  to  the 
<jueen  fo  dangerous  a  prefent :  But,  without  its 
affiftance,  he  muft  have  renounced  the  pleafure 
of  leeing  her,  and  perhaps  it  might  have  been 
impoflible  to  have  induced  the  caliph  to  ratify 
their  union. 


All 
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All  terrors  gave  way  to  fuch  powerful  mo- 
tives.  «  At  leaft,”  faid  fhe,  **  take  care  to 
defend  yourfelf  from  the  approach  of  thefe  per¬ 
fidious  ftrangers.  Shut  both  your  gates  and 
windows,  even  againft  the  winds  which  may 
blow  from  Egypt.” 

Whilft  fhe  was  thus  endeavouring  to  confirm 
their  repofe,  a  cloud  gathered  in  Ginniftaii 
which  was  foon  to  difturb  it. 

As  foon  as  the  genius,  the  flave  of  the  box* 
had  transported  the  princefs  from  the  palace  to 
the  houfe  of  Simouftapha,  and  from  thence  to 
that  of  the  caliph,  and  when  the  Indian  prince 
had  no  farther  orders  to  give  him,  he  returns 
to  his  miftrefs,  aild  gives  her  an  account  of  all 
he  had  feen. 

The  genius  gives  a  faithful  account  of  the 
whole  matter.  “  Never  was  a  conjugal  union 
fo  affetting!  Never  were  two  hearts  fo  well 
fitted  for  mutual  love !  Never  did  two  beings 
unite  virtue  and  beauty  in  fuch  an  eminent  de¬ 
gree  !  Never - 

«  Stop,  wretch  P’  faid  the  queen,  “  already 
are  thy  paflions  inflamed !  Doft  thou  remem¬ 
ber  what  thou  didft  when  thou  waft  hau  flack, 
in  the  fervice  of  the  curled  Egyptian  ?  My  fin¬ 
ger  engraved  thy  crime  oh  thy  guilty  forehead. 
I  will  treat  thee  worfe  to-day,  if  thou  prevan- 
cateft :  I  will  diftort  the  features  of  thy  face ;  7 
G  3  yiU 
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will  lengthen  thy  ears,  and  change  thy  hands 
into  feet.” 

“  Ok  *  my  fovereign,”  faid  the  genius, 
*■  your  anger  gives  me  more  pain  than  your 
threatening  terrifies  me.  I  found  that  the 
beauty  and  virtue  of  JIfetilfone  commanded  the 
greateft  refpefl: :  Ah  I  how  ihe  deferves  the 
love  of  Simouftapha !” 

(<  He  is  too  fond  of  her,”  replied  Setelpc- 
dour  5  (<  and  that  has  made  him  forget  both 
his  duty  and  intereft.  the  only  fon  of  the 
king  of  the  Indies  lets  not  his  father  know  his 
adventures  t  And,  were  it  not  the  rofe-bulh 
which  was  renewed  by  Benalab,  and  of  which 
I  conftantly  renew  the  verdure,  his  parents 
would  be  plunged  in  lorrow.  Jemal,  thy 
young  mafter  muft  get  rid  of  this  dangerous 
charm ;  place  thyfelf,  without  being  feen,  be¬ 
twixt  them,  and  diffufe  an  infectious  odour 

round  Ilfetilfone,- - and - 

“  Great  queen,  I  will  obey,”  faid  the  genius, 
departing. — «  Stop  wretch  !”  faid  Setelpedour 
to  it.  Thou  art  too  ready.” 

“  &°P  ^id  fhe  to  it,  having  recollected 
herfelf  a  moment ;  “  be  more  ready  to  do  good 
than  ill,  if  thou  doft  not  wifh  to  become  a 

monfter  again. - 1  order  thee  now  to  takp 

care  that  nothing  bad  happen  the  new-mar- 
tied  couple.” 

Jemal 
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Jemal  retired  5  he  could  not  underhand  what 
his  fovereign  meant,  and  he  believed  that  flic 
wanted  to  try  him.  Setelpedour  fell  a  victim 
to  the  violence  of  her  pafllon.  She  imagined 
that  the  would  get  the  better  of  it  by  facrifices, 
and  that  fhe  might  be  authorifed  to  go  on  with 
this  fcheme ;  fhe  inftantly  called  AfmOncha,  her 
firft  vizir,  and  having  made  him  lit  down  at 
her  fide,  lhe  {poke  to  him  thus : 

w  yizir,  no  objeft  having  ever  made  an  im- 
preflion  on  my  heart,  till  now  I  have  been  in¬ 
dependent.  But  I  am  fo  no  more.  A  mortal, 
fuperior  to  all  others,  is  become  mailer  of  my 
heart;  it  is  Simouftapha,  the  fon  of  the  great 
king  of  the  Indians. 

€f  I  know  that  the  pride  of  the  genii,  my 
vaflals,  difdain  man,  becaufe  they  generally 
make  a  joke  of  him.  They  have  forgot  that 
they  all  bowed  the  knee  before  the  great  Maho¬ 
met,  who  conquered  my  father,  the  powerful 
and  immortal  Kokopileiobe  *,  who  was  {trip¬ 
ped  of  his  glory. 

“  Our  fphere  is  limited :  Of  all  created  be¬ 
ings,  man  alone  can  extend  his.  The  virtues 
of  Simouftapha  will  raife  him  to  the  greateft 
eminence,  and  I  with  to  be  partner  of  his 
hopes.  If  you  have,  as  I  believe,  my  profpe- 

rity 

Kckepilefofee,  one  of  the  Arabian  names  of  Lucifer. 
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rity  and  honour  in  view,  I  expeCl  an  advice 
from  you  worthy  of  your  prudence  and  affec¬ 
tion,” 

Whilft  ihe  was  fpeaking,  Afmonchar,  with 
downcaft  eyes,  appeared  to  be  in  a  deep  dream. 
At  length,  however,  he  broke  filence  :  “  Great 
queen !  faid  he  to  her,  your  meafures  are  al¬ 
ways  directed  by  your  wifdom,  and  can  only 
fpring  from  a  noble  ambition :  Here,  at  the  fame 
t'me,  T  fee  two  difficulties. 

“  You  have  generoufly  effected  the  match  of 
the  Indian  prince  and  the  daughter  of  the  ca¬ 
liph  j  you  have  rendered  it  jftrorig  and  indiffo- 
luble  aga.inft  yourfelf,  by  the  rings  that  you 
have  made  them  put  on.  Your  fatisfaCtion 
muft  depend  on  their  agreement.  We  have 
laws  digested  by  our  fages,  of  which  they  them- 
felves  keep  the  records  *,  they  will  decide,  much 
better  than  I  can,  how  far  they  can  favour  your 
views.  It  will  alfo  be  more  agreeable  to  enter 
into  the  connection  which  you  propofe,  with  the 
approbation  of  all  your  fubjeCts,  than  with  the 
advice  of  your  mini  Her  alone,  who  is  entirely 
devoted  to  your  pleafure.  I  am  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  it  majj  be  proper  to  fignify  your 
intention  to  ycur  divan,  whom  I  lhall  affembre 
by  your  order.” 

Setelpedour,  full  of  her  fcheme,  and  of  the 

means 
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means  of  forwarding  it,  did  not  fee  into  the 
defigns  of  Afmonchar. 

The  vizir,  full  of  hypocrily,  had  no  fooner 
received  orders  to  call  the  aflembly,  than  he 
went  to  Bahliiboull  *,  the  oldeft  and  moft  wick¬ 
ed  fpirit  in  Ginniftan.  Rage  gave  force  and 
fpeed  to  his  wings.  He  detefted  Bahliiboull ; 
but  he  wiilied,  above  all  things,  to  oppofe  to 
his  fovereign  a  being  who  could  divert  her 
from  a  purpofe  which  was  more  odious  to  him 
than  to  any  other  ;  for  he  was  really  the  ge¬ 
nius  who  was  the  greateft  enemy  to  the  human 
race.  Befides,  he  could  never  hear  the  name  of 
Mahomet,  without  flying  into  a  violent  paffion ; 
and  their  queen  wiflied  to  marry  a  mufiulman. 
He  knew  that,  by  a  famous  treaty  which  was 
made  between  Kokopilefobe  and  Mahomet,  that 
the  prophet  had  referved  all  the  progeny  which 
fprung  from  marriages  between  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth,  and  thofe  of  Ginniftan. 

Old  Bahliiboull  faw  his  grand-fon  approach 
him  in  a  fort  of  aftonifhment.  He  informs  him 
of  the  delign  of  the  queen.  And  indeed  they 
had,  for  a  long  time,  plotted  her  deftruflion. 

“  I  fee,”  faid  he  to  Afmonchar,  "  that  you 
are  afraid  of  loflng  ybur  own  intereft  with  her  ; 
the  queen  is  not  the  only  female  who  hath 
made  an  unequal  match.  She  is  the  daughter 

of 

*  Bahliiboull,  the  fame  with  Beelzebub. 
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of  the  great  Kokopjlefobe ;  and,  in  fpite  of  us, 
lhe  may  claim  great  freedom.  But,  with  re- 
fpefl  to  the  laws,  you  know  me  to  be  the  depofi- 
tory of  them;  and,  fmce  I  figned  the  treaty  which 
was  entered  into  with  Mahomet,  you  need 
neither  think  to  elude  nor  infringe  it.  Aflem- 
ble  the  divan  ;  that  is  your  duty.” 

Afmouchar  returned.  Bahlifboull,  full  of 
wickednefs  and  ambition,  now  thinks  of  de¬ 
throning  the  queen,  of  ruining  the  grand  vi¬ 
zir,  his  own  fon,  and  of  raifing  himfelf  upon 
the  ruins  of  the  whole.  The  divan  aflcmbles  : 
Setelpedour  comes  and  takes  her  place ;  all  the 
genii  bow  before  her ;  and,  when  lhe  gives  the 
fignal,  each  rifes  and  takes  his  feat.  They  are 
ignorant  of  the  motive  of  fo  folemn  an  afTcm- 
bly.  Afmonchar  is  ordered  to  lay  the  matter 
before  them. 

The  vizir  looks  round  him,  and  perceives  a 
place  empty.  It  is  that  which  his  great  father 
Bahlifboull  fhould  have  filled.  He  then  hefi- 
tates  to  break  filence  ;  for  he  is  afraid  that  the 
queen’s  propofal  carry  by  the  majority  of 
■voices;  for  a  great  part  of  thofe  who  were 
to  vote  were  of  her  fex,  and,  of  confequence, 
hoftile  to  every  law  that  might  tend  to 
bridle  their  liberty,  and  retrain  their  weak- 
nefs.  The  reft  confifts  of  fpirits  who  would 
be  proud  that  they  had  it  in  their  power  to 

ferve 
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ferye  the  queen.  Thus,  this  mhufter  faw  him- 
felf  on  the  eve  of  being  fubmitted  to  the  laws 
of  a  man,  and  a  mullulman.  He  curled  Ma¬ 
homet  in  the  bqttom  of  his  foul,  and  felt  all  his 
ftrength  forfake  him  at  once.  Setelpedour  ur¬ 
ged  him  to  fpeak.  He  was  beginning  to  Ham¬ 
mer,  when,  on  a  fudden,  pld  Bahlilboull  arrived, 
borne  by  his  minifters,  who  conducted  him  to 
the  foot  of  the  throne. 

“  Pardon,  oh  my  fovereign  I”  faid  this  dan¬ 
gerous  politician,  “  my  delay. — Time  hath  im¬ 
paired  rUy  vigour ;  age  hath  deftroyed  my 
wings  : — I  was  grievoufly  wounded  by  Michael 
in  our  firft  great  combat ;  and,  in  a  body  like 
mine,  entirely  weakened  by  age,  the  wounds  are 
always  frelh.” 

Setelpedour  received  the  excufe  of  the  old 
genius,  and  ordered  him  to  take  his  place.  A f- 
monchar,  encouraged  by  the  prefence  of  his 
grandfather,  begins,  and  lays  before  them  the 
fubjett  upon  which  the  queen  wilhed  to  confult 
the  divan. 

The  prefence  of  Bahlilboull  was  a  law  to 
them  5  they  knew  his  inveterate  hatred  againfl: 
the  human  race :  They  dreaded  his  wiles,  his 
power,  and  cruelty.  If  there  was  a  regulation 
in  the  empire  difficult  or  obfeure,  they  knew  it 
to  be  from  him. 
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Setelpedour  addreffed  herfelf  to  the  dangerous 
£jge :  “  You,  Bahliiboull,  who  have  feen  the 
three  *  reigns  ;  tell  me  if  there  has  not  been 
examples  of  a  connection  like  that  which  I  with 
to  form  to-day  ?” 

“  Great  queen  !  I  could  quote  laws  wliich 
would  convince  you  all.  I  could  even  give  my- 
felf  as  an  example ;  I  have  exifted  fmee  the 
time  of  the  fublime  genius,  your  grandfather  ; 
and,  when  we  were  thrown  headlong  from  hea¬ 
ven,  I  fought  his  battles.  He  confidered  me  as 
the  oldeft  of  his  children. 

"  Need  I  recal  to  the  remembrance  of  our 
iiluftrious  chief  the  times  of  our  ancient  glory, 
and  the  dreadful  blow  that  precipitated  us,  when 
we  thought  ourfelves  fure  of  enjoying  it  ? 

“  Tranquil  and  fovereign  in  our  inaccefliblc 
abodes,  they  wifhed  us  to  bow  the  knee  to  Ma¬ 
homet.  This  daring  innovator,  whom  we  have 
feen  fneak  and  reign  by  turns,  feemed  to  be 
predeftinated  to  the  feeptre  of  the  world  j  but, 
in  becoming  his  difeiples,  we  loft  our  empire. 
This  affront  appeared  to  us  intolerable,  and  to 
fubmit  mean.  We  gave  over  refpeding  as  a 
beneficent  being  one  who  degraded  us  by  an 

unjuft 

*  The  three  reigns..  This  alludes  to  the  reign  of  Lucifer, 
before  he  was  thrown  down  to  the  earth ;  to  the  reign  of 
the  fame,  fpirit,  until  Mahomet  is  faid  to  have  difeouraged 
idolatry ;  and  to  the  actual  reign  of  Setelpedour. 
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najuft  law;  and,  animated  by  juft  refentment, 
we  took  arms, 

“  Great  Kokopilefobe  and  I  maintained  an 
equal  combat  for  fome  time  againft  Michael  and 
Gibrein.  But,  at  length,  our  enemies,  led  on 
by  Mahomet,  fell  upon  us  with  fury.  We  were 
conquered,  robbed,  driven  from  our  poffeffions; 
and  it  was  with  much  ado  we  faved  thefe  gild¬ 
ed  wings,  without  which  we  would  have  been 
dafhed  to  pieces  in  our  fall. 

“  Invited  to  reign  every  where,  we  preferred 
tills  earth,  and  formed  an  alliance  with  the 
children  of  men,  to  people  it  in  concert  with 
them.  Mahomet  perfecuted  our  new  race,  and 
deftroyed  it  by  a  deluge. 

Inexhauftible  in  our  refources,  we  faw  an 
immenfe  crowd  of  people  fiourhh  anew ;  thefe 
we  fubje&ed  to  our  laws.  The  earth  was  co¬ 
vered  with  our  altars  fhe  found  it  difficult 
to  rear  a  fufficient  number  of  victims  for  the 
facrifices  which  were  offered  to  us.;  and  even 
human,  blood  was  not  fpared. 

“  Provoked  at  our  fuccels,  Mahomet  became 
man.  And,  in  order  to  put  a  ftop  to  our  ca¬ 
reer,  he  declared  a  war  againft  us,  more  cruel 
than  the  former.  He  fanfacked  every  thing, 
demolifhed  our  temples,  overturned  our  images, 
annihilated  our  gods  and  our  trophies.  In  fhort, 
we  were  put  to  the  neceffity  of  engaging  him. 
Vol.  II.  H  w  We 
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<(  We  were  ftill  unfortunate.  At  laft,  however, 
we  obtained  a  truce.  Stripped  of  his  honours, 
the  formidable  Kokopilefobe  retreated  into  the 
moft  remote  regions  of  the  fouth.  The  throne 
which  you  occupy  remained  fubjeci:  to  his  pow¬ 
er  ;  but,  by  an  article  of  the  treaty  that  I  was 
forced  to  fubfcribe,  and  of  which  I  depofit  a 
copy  at  the  feet  of  your  hrghnefs,  it  was  agreed, 
that  all  children  of  a  genius  fhould  embrace 
the  worfhip  of  the  prophet,  and  live  under 
his  dominion.^ 

“  It  is  your  part,  therefore,  great  queen !  to 
determine  whether  your  defcendents,  called  to 
independence  and  glory,  muft  be  reduced  to  a 
hate  of  difgraceful  flavery,  defpifing  the  nlile- 
ries  of  the  martyr  of  our  faith,  even  the  mighty 
Kokopilefobe.” 

Genius !  anfwered  the  queen,  I  was  ignorant 
of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  you  fpeak  of ;  but 
you  have  concealed  from  me  the  infringements 
that  have  been  made  upon  it  more  than  once. 
With  refpeft  to  the  inconvenience  that  may  re- 
fult  from  what  I  have  been  thinking  of,  my 
prudence  fhall  protect  my  posterity;  and  tell  me, 
you  who  are  acquainted  with  the  tenor  of  our 
charters,  if  there  be  any  cafe  more  facred  than 
that  which  you  have  taken  notice  of  ? 

c<  Sage  fovereign  I”  replied  the  genius,  dif- 
“  peilfe  with  my  producing  it  to  you.  It  would 

be 


ARABIAN  TALES 


27 

be  an  obftacle  in  your  way.  Ignorance  of 
the  law  may  ferve  for  an  excufe  to  the  per- 
fon  who  violates  it.”— u  I  muft  interrupt  you,” 
faid  Setelpedour ;  u  ignorance  is  a  dfigrace  to 
one  of  the  genii. — I  wilh  the  laws  tob^  known, 
for  it  is  my  duty  to  execute  them ;  and  I  com¬ 
mand  you  to  produce  it.” 

u  A  genius  can  give  his  hand  to  none  but  a 
“  virgin,”  faid  Bahfiiboull ;  “  and  a  married 
u  perfon  cannot  become  your  hufband,  unlels 
“  you  forfeit  all  your  privileges  and  your  pow- 
«  er.” 

Upon  this  declaration,  the  queen  curfed 
within  herfelf  both  the  law  and  its  interpreter, 
and  eafily  penetrated  into  the  malicious  firata- 
gem  of  Bahlilboull,  and  of  the  vizir  Afrnon- 
char.  Artifice  fucceeding  her  fury,  (he  began 
thus : 

u  You  have,  fage  genius!  pronounced  a  fcn- 
tence  which  would  blaft  all  my  hopes  forever, 
did  I  not  know  how  far  your  profound  wifi, 
dom  and  experience,  which  are  coeval  with  the 
world  itfelf,  exalts  you  above  all  fpirits  5  and, 
as  you  have  fo  often  efcaped  the  chains  with 
which  you  have  been  threatened,  there  is  none  of 
our  laws  which  you  cannot  elude.  I  hope,  there¬ 
fore,  tfyat  your  zeal  and  attachment  towards  me 
will  induce  you  to  employ  your  fagacity  in  this 
%  matter.  Cannot  we,  who  are  legiflators,  fet  afide 
H  2  this 
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this  law  ?  Or  can  we  find  no  method  of  tran£ 
grefling  ity  without  appearing  to  violate  it  ?  Be 
affined  that  the  motive  which  hath  made  me 
afTemble  this  divan  would  make  me  do  any 
thing  to  gratify  my  defires  !” 

Bahlifboull  triumphed  in  his  own  mind  at 
the  queen’s  diftrefs,  and  her  paffion  for  Simou- 
ilapha.  He  fuppofed  her  to  be  as  much  blind¬ 
ed  by  love*  as  he  himfelf  was  by  wickednefs  and 
ambition  ;  and  he  hoped,  that,  by  his  perfidious 
meafures,  he  would  make  her  lofe  both  the  em¬ 
pire  of  Gxnniftan,  and  the  affection  of  her 
people. 

“  Queen  !”  replied  this  dangerous  hypocrite-, 

the  confidence  which  you  have  honoured  me 
with  ought  to  enfure  your  glory  and  fuccefs. 
No  engagements  can  bind  thofe  who,  like  you, 
have  the  right  of  making  them.  Thefe  laws 
which  you  complain  of  were  compofed  by  Ko- 
kopilefobe,  during  his  reign  here,  and  in  con 
fequence  of  circumftances  which  rendered  them 
neceffary.  But,  if  he  were  now  fovereign  of 
Ginniflan,  he  would  conduct  himfelf  in  a  very 
different  manner;  and,  notwithftanding  your 
power  has  been  derived  from  him,  the  order 
which  ought  to  reign  here  depends  dnly  on 
your  wifdom  and  pleafure.  You  have  not 
yet  attained  the  fummit  of  that  eminence  for 
which  you  were  deftmed.” 


u  You 
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n  You  are  the  Star  of  the  Seven  Seas  which 
furround  the  earth,  and  you  would  have  al¬ 
ready,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ambition  of  your 
predecefibr,  been  the  Beneficent  Morning  Star. 
The  Deftiiues  had,  no  doubt,  marked  out  the 
defeat  of  the  great  Kokopilefobe  ;  but  his 
undertaking  was  hoftile  to  the  empire  of 
the  genii.  With  refpeft  to  his  perfonal  cou¬ 
rage,  you  ought  to  curfe  the  fatal  excefs  to 
which  he  was  carried,  when  he  acknowledged 
the  wifdom  of  the  laws  of  Mahomet.  But  you, 
who  are  fovereign  mifixefs  of  your  defires, 
fhould  pafs  a  law  that  might  cQnfirm  you  in  the 
enjoyment  of  them.” 

The  propofal  of  Bahlifboull  aftonifhed  the 
fpirits  who  did  not  comprehend  its  motive.  And 
Setelpedour  pretended  to  put  the  greateft  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  counfels  of  the  old  genius. 

.  You  prove  more  and  more,  faid  the  to  him, 
how  much  a  mind,  inflru&ed  by  adverfity,  is 
fuperior  to  that  which  knows  nought  but  profperi- 
ty  ! — Yes,  you  have  convinced  me. — I  have  no 
Jfcruple  in  curfing  whatever  occafioned  the  mis¬ 
fortune  of  my  predecefior  *,  and  I  am  too  much 
attached  to  the  human  race,  not  to  acknowledge 
Mahomet  to  be  fuperior  to  any  common  being; 
but  I  demand  of  you  a  copy  of  the  oath  I 
muft  take. 
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“  You  muft  repeat,  with  a  firm  and  diftin<ft 
voice,”  anfwered  the  genius,  impatient  to  ac- 
complifh  his  purpofe,  c  Curfed  be  thou,  Koko- 
*  pilefobe!  thyfelf!  thy  ambition!  and  thy 
fc  hemes!* — “  You  muft,  forthwith,  renounce 
your  religion,  in  order  to  embrace  that  of  Ma¬ 
homet,  by  repeating  this  profefiion  of  faith : 

"  Achad,  en,  la,  ilia,  cala,  bella,  Mohamad, 
«  Rafoud,  Alla.” 

When  the  queen  appears  ready  to  pronounce 
it,  Bahlifboull  cafts  an  expreflive  look  upon 
the  vizir  Afmonchar.  This  fignal  is  immediately 
interpreted  by  the  divan,  who  with  impatience 
Wait  the  event.  Setelpedour  at  length  takes  the 
oath.  «  You  have  informed  me  of  matters,” 
faid  fhe  to  the  old  genius,  u  and  fpoken  words 
Which  I  never  heard  before. — You  muft  there¬ 
fore  write,  with  your  own  hand,  a  copy  of 
the  oath  that  I  am  to  take.” — (i  My  hand  trem¬ 
bles  too  much/  faid  Bahlifboull.—"  You  may 
take  time,”  replied  the  queen  ;  «  and,  after  I 
fhall  have  figned  it,  I  wifh  that  you  and  the 
vizir  would  carry  it  to  Mahomet.” — « I  can  nei¬ 
ther  write  nor  walk,”  anfwered  the  genius. — 
tc  I  muft  then  repeat,  as  well  as  I  can,  what  I 
recollect  of  it ;  adding,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
fentiments  of  my  heart.”  She  now  rifes  and 
fpeaks  thus ; 


«  Be 
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ct  Be  thou  curfed  for  ever,  infamous  Bahlif- 
«  boull!  who,  by  thy  abominable  flatteries,  didfl: 

«  poifon  the  heart  of  my  grandfather,  and 
«  didfl:  caufe  him  rebel  againfl:  every  fort  of 
«  authority.  Curfe  upon  thee !  principal  of 
<C  difcord,  who  continually  haft  the  love  of 
«  order  upon  thy  lips,  but  corruption  in  thy 
a  heart !  Curfe  upon  thyfelf  and  all  thy  race 
u  for  ever !  thou  infernal  fource  of  thofe  evils 
ft  which  defolate  the  univerfe  !  Curfe  upon 
tt  thee  and  thy  grandfon  Aflnonchar  !  who,  in 
«  pretending  to  {hew  me  the  good  road,  have 
tt  digged  for  me  a  frightful  pit !  May  ye  in- 
«  ftantly  be  ftript  of  your  wings  !  May  ye  be 
ft  thrown  headlong  to  the  earth 1  Go  l  wallo\y 
*t  among  mud  and  dirt ! — This  is  my  fentence* 
Upon  hearing  this,  which  they  did  not  ex- 
pe&,  the  murmuring  fpirits  recognifed  their 
queen.  Her  firmnefs  commands  the  attention 
of  the  moft  wicked.  Their  fovereign  fhines 
forth  in  the  ancient  glory  which  they  had  for¬ 
feited.  Her  orders  are  inflantly  executed  j  {he 
difmifles  the  genii,  and  the  divan  breaks  up. 

Although  Setelpedour  reprefents  to  herfelf 
the  dangers  to  which  her  love  had  expofed  her, 
yet  {he  ftill  feels  its  darts.  “  If  thou  had’ft 
been  witnefs,  my  dear  Simouftapha,”  faid  {he 
to  herfelf,  “  of  all  that  I  have  braved  for  thee— 
What  wouldfl  thou  not  facrifice  on  my  account? 
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But  what  do  I  fay !  I  admire  jhat  rigid  virtue 
which  prompts  thee  to  a  refufal  at  which  my 
felf-Iove  cannot  take  offence.  Thou  would’ft: 
have  loved  me  had’ft  thou  feen  me  fir  ft ;  and 
if,  by  complying  with  the  wifhes  of  my  dear  Be- 
nalab,  in  promoting  a  fcheme  in  which  he  knew 
to  intereft  me,  I  had  not  prefented  in  a  vifion 
the  amiable  llfetilfone,  thou  would’ft  this  day 
haye  been  my  flave,  and  I  would  have  been  cer¬ 
tain  of  a  fidelity  which  nothing  could  move.  I 
neither  wifh  to  diftrefs  thy  happinefs,  nor  that 
of  thy  fpoufe*,  but  thou  muft  love  me ;  thou  muft 
be  the  fame  to  me  as  to  her;  we  muft  no  longer 
be  tied  down  to  the  laws  of  matrimony  ;  love 
and  gratitude  fhall  prefcribe  to  us  other  duties/ 

Thus  the  grand-daughter  of  the  guilty,  but 
brave  Kokopilefobe,  impofed  upon  herfelf. 
She  poflefled  the  elevated  genius  of  her  grand¬ 
father,  but  was  ignorant  that  human  blood 
flowed  in  her  veins.  She  had  nothing  in  per¬ 
fection  but  courage  and  beauty.  Her  heart, 
however,  was  pure  :  She  had  become  fubjeCt  to 
a  law  which  Bahlifboull  had  vaguely  explained 
to  her  ;  and  time  was  to  make  her  feel  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  it. 

Eager  to  fee  Simouftapha  again,  flie  had  not 
patience  to  wait  for  him  in  her  palace  ;  for  this 
would  have  been  denying  herfelf  a  pleafurc 
which  fhe  could  immediately  procure,  by  trans¬ 
porting 
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porting  herfelf  to  BagJacL  She  therefore  calls 
the  flave  of  the  box. 

“  Tliis  night,”  faid  fhe,  “  you  muft  carry  II- 
fetilfone  to  her  hufband’s  apartment,  and  you 
mud;  let  me  know  as  foon  as  fhe  is  there.  I 
■with  by  my  prefence  to  increafe  their  happi- 
nefs.” — Jemal  executes  the  orders  of  the  fairy 
with  his  ufual  precaution ;  Setelpedour  foon 
learns  that  the  princefs  is  with  her  lover  *,  fhe 
indantly  fets  out  for  Bagdad,  preceded  by  Je¬ 
mal,  who  went  to  announce  to  the  happy  couple 
the  arrival  of  the  queen  of  the  fairies. 

They  would  have  appeared  more  embarraf- 
fed,  had  not  the  queen,  when  fhe  arrived,  infpi- 
red  them  with  confidence,  by  reiterated  marks 
of  affection.  She  embraced  them  both,  and 
feated  herfelf  at  table  between  them. 

.  “  I  run  no  rifk,”  faid  fhe,  “  in  coming  to 
fup  with  a  mortal,  the  pupil  of  my  much  loved 
Benalab.  I  have  contributed,  my  dear  princed, 
to  procure  you  the  bed  of  hufbands.  Permit 
me  at  lead,  to  partake  of  your  felicity.  By  ma¬ 
king  you  perceive  the  value  of  fo  rare  a  benefit, 
I  will  continue  to  protect  you  both  by  my  coun- 
fels  and  power.  Be  not  alarmed,  therefore,  Si- 
moudapha,  at  the  excefs  of  my  affe&ion  for  you; 
it  is  innocent,  and  fhall  never  occafion  you  ei¬ 
ther  didrefs  or  remorfe,  if  you  but  return  my 

love : 
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love :  Will  you  pardon  him  for  it,  my  dear  Ilfe- 
tilfone  ?”  faid  Ihe,  embracing  him. 

w  If  my  lover,”  replied  the  young  and  inge¬ 
nuous  princefs,  “  did  not  love  you,  I  fhould 
have  reafon  to  doubt  his  affection  for  myfelf. 
I  have  given  him  my  heart  ;  he  has  therefore  two 
to  offer  you  for  the  goodnefs  with  which  you 
load  us.  Your  virtues  and  charms  have  made 
tot)  lively  an  imprefiion  upon  me  to  refift 
them.” 

“  You  tranfcend  what  I  expected,”  replied 
the  queen,  “  charming  princefs  !  I  feel  a  fatis- 
fa&ion  which  nothing  can  augment  but  the 
fame  acknowledgment  that  I  expert  from  Si- 
mouftapha.” 

“  Great  queen !  I  can  only  exprefs  the  fenti- 
ments  with  which  I  am  animated,  by  devoting 
•  myfelf  to  your  pleafure.” 

Setelpedour,  content  with  thefe  affurances  of 
their  affe&ion,  teftified  her  gratitude  during 
the  whole  of  the  repaft.  They  now  gave  them- 
felves  wholly  up  to  the  prefent  pleafures,  mu- 
fic,  dancing,  perfumes,  liquors;  nothing  was 
fpared.  But,  what  is  feldom  the  cafe,  they 
fpoke  fenfibly  when  all  was  over. 

“  Dear  prince,”  faid  the  queen,  K  upon  the 
confent  of  the  caliph,  which  I  fhalj  foon  ob¬ 
tain,  your  felicity  appears  to  be  complete.  How¬ 
ever,  without  the  greateft  precaution  on  your 

part. 
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part,  and  the  greateft  care  on  mine,  it  may  be 
blafted  in  a  moment.  The  enchanted  box 
which  Benalab  fent  you  is  coveted  by  Mamouk, 
the  curfed  magician  who  formerly  pofiefied  it. 
It  is  impoflible  for  you  always  to  carry  this  trea- 
fure  •,  but  you  got  a  ring  from  me  which  you 
muft  never  part  with,  for  it  will  warn  you  of 
the  dangers  to  which  you  will  be  expofed,  and 
at  the  fame  time  it  will  come  to  your  affiftance. 
That  of  the  princefs  will  not  fhew  its  properties 
unlefs  you  be  threatened  with  death,  or  where 
its  aid  canhot  be  difpenfed  with.  Remember 
always  to  {hut  your  gate  and  windows  againft 
every  thing  that  may  come  from  Egypt.”  Af¬ 
ter  this,  {he  leaves  the  pair  at  liberty,  embraces 
them,  and  difappears. 

The  night  pafles  as  the  preceding ;  the  days 
fucceed  without  any  thing  remarkable.  Jemal, 
attentive  to  his  duty,  is  ever  ready  to  fulfil  the 
orders  with  which  he  is  intruded.  The  prin¬ 
cefs  is  every  day  tranfported  to  her  lover  j  and 
every  morning  {he  is  with  the  caliph.  Every 
third  day  Simouftapha  is  carried  up  to  Ginnifi- 
tan,  to  do  homage  to  the  Star  of  the  Seven 
Seas :  But,  while  his  heart  appeared  to  be  ela¬ 
ted  with  fuch  an  agreeable  enjoyment,  that  of 
the  Egyptian  Mamouk  breathed  nothing  but 
vengeance  againft  the  pofieiTor  of  the  wonder¬ 
ful  box,  which  he  is  ambitious  to  recover. 

The 
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The  hateful  magician  faw  the  ftar  of  Bena- 
lab  grow  dim ;  he  followed  it ;  it  appeared  no 
more  •,  it  was  a  prelage  of  death.  This  wretch, 
who  dreaded  the  power  of  the  Perfian  phliofo- 
pher,  might  now  with  impunity  recover  a  trea- 
fure  of  which  the  queen  of  the  genii  robbed 
him.  He  muft  firft,  however,  find  out  into 
what  hands  the  box  has  fallen. 

He  avails  himfelf  of  the  firft  equinox,  the 
only  time  favourable  to  the  works  of  thofe  who 
a&  in  concert  with  fpirits.  With  his  wand  he 
makes  a  fquare,  which  he  afterwards  divides  by 
two  triangles  j  he  calculates  thefe  different  fpa- 
ces,  which,  by  furnilhing  him  with  the  num¬ 
ber  nine,  afford  him  as  many  rooms  to  ftudy 
in,  and  to  follow  out  the  chain  of  events  which 
he  feeks.  He  penetrates  with  a  bright  wax- 
candle  into  each  of  thefe  dark  rooms.  This 
baneful  light  ftiowed  him  all  the  adventures  of 
the  fage  Perfian  and  the  Indian  prince,  from 
the  moment  they  embarked  -till  they  arrived  in 
Bagdad.  He  faw  Benalab  die,  and  recognifed 
the  magic  box  in  the  hands  of  Simouftapha. 

Naraes,  Mamouk's  fon,  as  great  a  mifcreant 
ns  his  father,  afiifts.  Both  examine  the  mark 
of  the  box ;  it  appeared  to  be  armed  with  fteel 
points,  and  a  circle  of  fire  was  formed  around 
it.  The  necromancers  were  not  in  the  lead: 
afraid  $  the  value  of  the  treafure  they  were  in 
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of  blinded  them.  The  father  digged  a 
ditch  in'his  garden  at  the  bottom  of  an  hillock  ; 
from  this  a  fountain  immediately  Springs  forth, 
which  he  points  out  to  his  fon,  and  fays, 

“  Behold  the  faithful  image  bf  the  events 
which  await  me :  As  long  as  this  fpring  (hall  be 
clear,  thou  flialt  be  at  eafe  on  my  account.  If 
thou  fee  it  grow  muddy,  fend  me  aid.  If  it  be 
tinged  with  blood,  I  am  dead.  Thou  mufi  then 
endeavour  to  revenge  my  death ;  thou  muft  try 
to  recover  our  precious  treafure,  by  attempting 
to  find  out  the  fnares  that  may  have  been  laid  for 
me,  and  take  care  to  guard  againft  thofe  which 
fhall  be  prepared  for  thyfelf.” 

Mamouk  at  this  inftant  leaves  his  fon ;  and, 
in  order  to  conceal  his  fteps,  he  transforms 
himfelfinto  a  cat.  Already  he  had  defend¬ 
ed  from  Upper  Egypt  towards  Arabia :  The 
Bar  which  fhone  on  Bagdad  directs  him 
thither. 

When  Aurora  had  announced  the  return  of 
the  fun  upon  that  part  of  the  globe,  he  flopped 
amid  delicious  gardens,  continually  fertilifed  by 
the  Ilfara  and  the  Aggiala,  which  from  differ¬ 
ent  directions  wafh  the  town  of  Bagdad.  Here 
he  chofe  an  afylum  among  the  trees,  whofe  thick 
foliage  was  beft  for  concealing  the  Breaking  ap¬ 
pearance  he  hat^  affumed.  He  knew  that  he 
could  not  procure  admittance  into  the  houfe  of 
Vol.  II.  I  Simou- 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


9$ 

Simouftapha,  which  was  guarded  by  the  genius 
of  the  box,  under  any  form  whatever.  Wait¬ 
ing,  however,  till  the  fun  had  darted  forth  his 
rays,  he  meditates  by  what  means  he  might 
feduce  a  perfon  to  ferve  his  purpofe.  At  that 
inftant  he  chanced  to  fee  a  man  whom  he  pro- 
pofed  to  found. 

A  poor  gardener,  named  Abaire,  cultivated 
the  garden  where  the  magician  had  hopped. 
Bent  under  the  weight  of  his  work,  fatigue 
and  heat  forced  from  him  fome  fighs.  Ma- 
mouk  thought  that  a  man,  who  was  thus  in 
mifery,  would  grafp  at  any  offer  to  alleviate  his 
fufferings  and  poverty.  The  gardener  fubflfted 
upon  fome  bits  of  bread  and  of  fruit  which 
he  picked  up.  With  thefe  he  filled  a  little 
bafket  for  his  wife  and  children ;  and,  when 
night  came,  he  returned  to  town  with  his  fcan- 
ty  hock  of  provifion.  u  Surely,”  faid  Ma- 
mouk,  “  if  this  poor  wretch  has  any  place  at 
all  to  lodge  in,  I  will  prevail  upon  him  to  fhare 
it  with  me ;  and  I  fhall  be  very  aukward  if  I 
don’t  make  him  the  inflrument  of  my  fchemes.” 
At  thefe  words,  having  reaflumed  his  natural 
form,  he  halted  to  make  up  to  him. 

Good  evening,  Abaire !  faid  he,  accofting 
him  *,  it  is  not  without  trouble  that  you  have 
procured  the  fruits  you  carry  to  your  family. 
Ha !  who  are  you,  my  good  Sir,  faid  the  gar- 
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dencr,  furprifed  to  hear  himfelf  named,  who 
fpeak  to  a  poor  man  like  me  ? 

“  I  am  a  man,”  replied  Mamouk,  “  who 
know  you  as  well  as  you  do  yourfelf ;  I  could 
name  every  tree  in  your  garden,  and  thofe  too 
wliich  you  take  moft  care  of.  I  love  the  poor ; 
and,  when  I  am  on  a  journey,  I  always  lodge  with 
them,  perfuaded  that  I  lhall  want  for  nothing ; 
for  I  caufe  every  thing  be  brought  to  me ;  and  I 
find  nothing  too  good  for  myfelf,  provided  I 
can  promife  myfelf  the  happinefs  of  fharing  it 
with  them.” 

“  Alas  1”  faid  Abaire,  u  it  would  be  too  much 
happinefs  to  flatter  myfelf  with  receiving  fuch 
a  gueft  as  you  ;  but  we  have  no  bed  for  you.” 

“  Here  are  ten  pieces  of  gold,”  replied  the* 
magician,  “  with  which  you  may  purchafewhat 
is  necefTary.  I  can  conceive  no  greater  enjoy¬ 
ment  than  that  of  doing  good  to  the  good 
when  in  need.  There  is  a  fecret  in  being  hap¬ 
py,  which  I  am  not  afraid  of  lofing.  Luxury 
and  opulence  harden  the  heart  of  the  rich ;  and, 
whilft  the  poor  man  eats  his  bread  with  the 
fweat  of  his  brow,  what  a  number  of  people  in 
Bagdad  whet  their  appetite  with  the  choice 
and  delicious  ragouts  of  Simouftapha  ? — Do  you 
know  Simouftapha  ?” 

Know  him.  Sir !  Is  there  one  poor  man  in 
Bagdad  who  does  not  know  this  generous  and 
I  2  com- 
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compafhonate  man  ?  We  don’t  live  far  from 
him  i  I  go  often,  by  my  mailer’s  orders,  and 
fell  him  the  mod  beautiful  fruits  of  our  garden* 
and  he  always  gives  me  fomething  to  myfelf.” 

During  this  converfation  they  arrived  at  the 
town ;  and  Abaire  conducts  his»  gueft  to  his 
mean  dwelling.  “  Woman,”  faid  he,  as  he 
went  in,  “  I  bring  thee  this  good  gentleman, 
and  you  need  not  alk  with  what  we  are  to  en¬ 
tertain  him  ;  here  my  hand  is  full  of  gold,  and 
I  am  going  to  buy  a  fopha.” 

Mamouk  entered  a  room,  whofe  whole  fur¬ 
niture  confided  of  but  two  wooden  chairs  and 
a  table ;  the  wife  and  children  were  almod  na¬ 
ked  ;  mifery  was  painted  all  around  him ;  and,  if 
he  would  have  any  thing  proper,  he  mull  in- 
creafe  his  prefents. 

“  Abaire,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  I  love  to  do 
good ;  here  are  ten  pieces  more  of  gold,  to  get 
whatever  is  wanting.  Confult  your  own  decen¬ 
cy  and  my  intered  for  the  future.” 

The  poor  gardener  thought  that  he  was 
dreaming  when  he  faw  fo  much  riches:  Having 
thanked  Providence  and  the  great  prophet,  he 
goes  out  to  make  his  bargains. 

The  good  woman  began  to  give  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  cleannefs  to  her  houfe.  i(  Let  me  do 
it,”  faid  Mamouk ;  (t  this  trouble  is  on  my  ac¬ 
count,  and  I  wifh  to  aflift  you.  In  the  mean 
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time,  go  and  buy  clothes  for  yourfelf,  your 
hufband,  and  children  5  there  are  twenty  fe~ 
quins  for  that  purpofe  ;  they  will  not  offend 
the  eye  by  their  luftre ;  and  you  mull  take  care 
to  tell  nobody  that  you  got  them  from  your 
gueft.  If  it  be  difcovered,  I  mu  ft  immediately 
depart  from  your  houfe  :  What  good  I  can  do 
lofes  all  its  value  in  my  eyes  whenever  I  find 
that  it  is  known.  When  your  hufband  fhall 
return,  we  will  think  about  provifions.” 

The  wife  of  Abaire  went  out,  and  promifed 
to  herfelf,  for  the  firft  time,  to  keep  a  fecret  in 
which  fhe  was  fo  deeply  interefted.  As  po¬ 
verty  had  too  often  put  her  to  the  blufh,  fhe 
finds  it  difficult  to  conceal  this  bleffing. 

Both  foon  return;  the  gardener  is  not  a  little 
furprifed  to  find  his  houfe  in  a  better  condition, 
and  his  family  fo  well  clothed.  The  author  of 
this  happy  change  fits  down  to  table  with  them, 
and  appears  to  enjoy,  with  every  poffible  degree 
of  fatisfa&ion,  the  fruits  of  his  beneficence. 
But,  in  fa<ft,  he  enjoyed  only  the  fuccefs  of  the 
ftratagem,  by  which  he  blinded  thefe  unfufpect- 
ing  creatures,  whiift  they  viewed  him  in  the 
light  of  a  beneficent  being. 

The  hour  of  repofe  was  come.  Abahe  and 
his  wife  went  to  tafte  its  fweets ;  whilft  the  E- 
gyptian  was  deviling  the  means  of  fnatching  oft' 
the  treafure  which  the  Indian  prince  poffelled, 
I  3  He 
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He  knew,  for  he  had/een  it  in  the  ninth  room, 
drawn  according  to  the  rules  of  his  art,  that 
the  prince  enjoyed  the  favours  of  love  every 
night  in  the  arms  of  his  beautiful  fpoufe.  What 
a  favourable  time  for  furprifing  him  !  did  not 
the  genius  of  the  box  watch  oveV  the  happy 
pair ;  did  not  the  vigilance  of  the  queen  of  the 
genii  guard  them  alike  from  natural  and  mira¬ 
culous  attacks. 

'  The  magician,  impatient  to  begin  his  work, 
could  reft  no  longer  in  the  houfe,  but  trans¬ 
formed  himfelf  into  a  cat,  and  ran  round  the 
houfe  of  Simouftapha.  The  avenues  are  guards 
ed  againft  him  ;  and,  under  whatever  form  he 
prefents  himfelf,  inevitable  death  awaits  him. 
Seized  with  terror,  he  returned  to  Seek  for  quiet 
at  the  houfe  of  Abaire. 

The  foie  care  of  Mamouk  is  to  win  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  gardener  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
he  may  render  him  completely  the  inftrument 
of  his  infidious  deftgns.  He  therefore  reaffti- 
med  his  human  figure. 

Next  morning  he  accompanied  Abaire  to  the 
garden,  and  converfed  with  him  about  his  art  \ 
lie  inftru&ed  him  in  what  he  did  not  know ; 
he  partook  of  his  frugal  fare,  and  quenched  his 
tliirft  from  the  fame  Spring.  “You  have  a 
great  many  beautiful  fruits,”  faid  he ;  <c  but,  if 
this  garden  were  your  own,  I  would  make  fuch 

grow 


ARABIAN  TALES..  IO3 

grow  in  it  as  were  never  feen  even  at  the  ca¬ 
liph’s  table.” 

“  Alas  1”  faid  the  gardener,  “  I  have  only 
two  trees,  an  apple  and  a  pear-tree,  which  came 
from  the  Indies.  I  planted  them  on  a  fmali 
fpot  near  my  own  houfe ;  but  the  foil  did  not 
appear  to  agree  with  them,  for  their  fruit  ne¬ 
ver  ripened.” 

<c  Be  cautious  and  prudent,”  replied  Ma- 
tnouk,  “  don’t  fpeak  a  word,  and  I  fhall  make 
your  fortune  *,  we  fhall  work  together.  Provi¬ 
ded  your  wife  and  children  remain  ignorant  of 
the  matter,  your  two  trees  fhall  produce  as 
good  fruit  as  if  they  had  remained  in  their  na¬ 
tive  foil,  and  had  enjoyed  the  moft  favourable 
climate.  But,  as  the  leaft  whifper  may  ruin 
every  thing,  we  muA  obferve  the  ftri&eft  fi- 
lence  with  refpeft  to  what  we  are  going  to  do 
together.  In  a  few  days  you  fhall  gather  from 
your  pear-tree  fruit  whofe  beauty  fhall  aftonifh 
you.” 

Abaire  and  Mamouk  returned  to  the  houfe, 
■where  a  good  repaft  waited  them.  Thanks  to 
the  generous  precautions  of  the  magician,  who 
likewife  added  to  it  whatever  could  tend  to  gain 
the  hearts  of  his  hofts ! 

Next  morning  the  Egyptian  anticipated 
the  dawn,  and  went  to  feek.  for  the  two 
trees  which  the  gardener  had  mentioned. 

He 


104 


ARABIAN  TALE9. 


He  had  only  to  open  a  door,  which,  ufher- 
ed  him  in  to  a  fpot  of  ground  about  twenty 
feet  fquare.  There  the  two  plants'  languifhed, 
being  deprived  of  the  heat  of  the  fun :  The 
pear-tree,  however,  bore  one  bloflom.  When 
Abaire  rofe,  he  perceived  the  door  open,  faw 
the  magician,  and  approached  him.  u  You  fee 
how  the  mofs  hath  confumed  my  poor  trees.” 
<(  I  rofe/’  faid  Mamouk,  u  in  order  to  take  it 
off  them ;  but  you  fee  that  the  fecond  bark  is 
green  and  in  excellent  condition ;  fhut  the  door; 
let  us  finifh  our  work  here  whilft  every  body  is 
afleep ;  I  will  {how  you  a  fine  thing  in  a  little. 
As  this,  however,  is  to  make  your  fortune, 
you  muft  firft  affine  me  of  your  obedience  ; 
bind  yourfelf  to  me  by  a  folemn  oath  *,  fwear 
by  the  Koran,  and  upon  my  fabre,  that  you 
will  be  faithful  in  every  trial,  by  repeating  thefe 
words:  u  Every  thing  that  Mamouk  will  do 
((  fhall  be  for  the  good  of  Abaire,  and  Abaire 
((  will  obey  every  command  of  Mamouk.” 

The  good  gardener  did  not  hefitate  to  enter 
into  an  engagement  which  appeared  to  be  all 
in  his  own  favour.  Mamouk  makes  him  bring 
a  peg,  three  knots  of  cord,  and  two  fpades.  - 

The  tools  are  brought :  S€  Take  this  cord,” 
faid  Mamouk  to  him,  w  tie  One  end  of  it  to 
the  tree,  and  the  other  ter  the  peg;  draw  a 
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circle,  at  the  diftance  of  three  feet  from  the 
tree,  as  exactly  as  you  can,  then  Ioofe  the  cord 
from  the  tree,  and  we  will  begin  to  dig  within 
the  circle,  until  we  (hall  have  reftored  and  gi¬ 
ven  nourishment  to  the  roots.  If  we  would 
fucceed,  we  muft  work  with  method;  and  I 
tell  you  that  this  is  an  operation  of- geometry/* 

In  a  moment,  the  fmall  fpace  which  fur- 
rounds  the  tree  is  cultivated.  “  "Was  there  a 
bloilom  on  your  tree?”  faid  Mamouk. — “  Yes, 
you  are  perfectly  right,”  anfwered  the  credu¬ 
lous  gardener. — K  Nothing  more  lucky  for  us!” 
replied  the  magician ;  u  approach  it,  fpeak  to 
it,  flatter  it !  Every  object  in  nature  enjoys  life 
and  fenfe,  although  this  does  not  always  ap¬ 
pear:  Say  to  it,  “  My  good  little  bloflom,  thou 
“  muft  produce  me  a  pear  larger  than  any  that 
((  grow  in  the  Indies ;  I  wifh  it  to  be  fuch  that 
“  a  man  might  conceal  himfelf  in  it.” 

Abaire  fmiled  innocently  when  he  pronoun¬ 
ced  thefe  words.  To  effect  this,  faid  he  to  Ma¬ 
mouk,  it  ought  to  be  like  the  dome  of  a  mina¬ 
ret. — We  need  not  trouble  ourfelves  about  the 
likenefs,  faid  the  magician,  we  need  only  a  pear 
to  anfwer  our  purpofe. 

When  the  operation  was  finifhed,  our  work¬ 
men  fhut  the  door,  of  which  Mamouk  kept  the 
key,  and  they  both  fet  out  for  the  garden, 
where  Abaire  was  to  be  employed  during  the 
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day,  the  Egyptian  takes  part  of  the  work, 
and  accommodates  himfelf  to  him  in  every  re- 
fpeft. — Had  a  third  perfon  heard  them,  he 
would  have  thought  them  fimpletons. 

The  pear-tree  appeared  to  be  entirely  forget  t 
Honeft  Abaire  believed  it  to  be  only  a  ehildifh 
whim,  and  that  by  his  complaifance  he  had 
gratified  the  humour  of  one  whofe  prefence  and 
kindnefs  relieved  his  family. 

Eight  days  pafs  without  Mamouk  (ho  wing' 
the  leaft  curiolity  to  fee  the  effett  of  what  he 
had  done.  At  length,  on  the  ninth  day,  when 
Abaire  was  about  to  go  to  his  bufinefs,  as  ufual, 
the  Eyptian  Teeming  quite  ready  to  go  along 
with  him,  faid  to  him,  t(  Have  you  no  defire 
to  fee  what  is  become  of  our  fruit  ?” 

tf  1  have,  if  you  think  proper,”  faid  A- 
baire  ;  M  but  I  am  afraid  that  we  fhall  have 
loft  our  time  in  digging  at  the  root  of  a  tree 
which  has  been  three  times  curfed.  I  treated  it 
in  quite  a  different  manner  formerly ;  but  it  ne¬ 
ver  throve  a  whit  the  better  for  it.  It  is  true, 
I  did  not  know  to  flatter  it ;  however,  let  us 
go  in  and  fee.” 

One  may  naturally  conje&ure,  that  the  good 
gardener,  accuftomed  to  his  ordinary  work,  and 
to  regular  produ&ions,  had  no  thought  of  find¬ 
ing  fuch  a  phenomenon  upon  a  branch  where 
he  had  left  nothing  but  a  parched  and  lan- 
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guifhmg  blofibm.  "What  then  muft  have 
been  his  aftonifhment,  when  he  faw,  hanging 
in  the  fame  place,  a  pear  of  fiich  a  prodigious 
fize,  that  it  was  four  times  larger  than  any  one  of 
the  fame  hind  that  had  been  ever  feen.  I  could 
never  have  believed  it,  faid  he  in  his  furprife  *, 
to  whom  £hall  I  fell  this  pear  ?  If  I  carry  it  to 
the  palace,  the  officers  of  the  caliph  will  give 
any  thing  for  it,  and  will  be  proud  to  get  it :  If 
I  fhow  it  to  Simouftapha,  he  will  fpare  no  price. 
“  You  are  in  the  right,”  faid  Mamouk  ;  “  he 
will  pay  you  better  than  any  body  elfe  *,  and  be* 
lides,  he  will  confider  himfelf  as  much  indebted 
to  you.  Take  courage,  my  dear  Abaire,  your 
tree  fhall  forthwith  flourifh  like  the  rofe-bufli 
in  May,  and  none  but  Simouftapha  can  pay  you 
for  thefe  fruits.  Go,  put  your  pear  upon  a 
plate,  and  cover  it  with  a  linen  cloth  ;  you  muft 
feize  the  moment  when  Simouftapha  fhall  be 
before  his  fhop,  and  you  muft  pafs  before  him  as 
ufual.  He  will  be  curious  to  fee  your  fruits  ; 
draw  his  attention  to  this  pear  till  he  defire 
and  covet  it,  and  you  are  certain  of  an  exor¬ 
bitant  price ;  but  I  told  you  that  I  wifhed  to  en-» 
ter  into  the  pear ;  I  wifh  to  do  it  ftill.” 

u  Ah!  certainly  I  don’t  oppofe  it,”  faid  A- 
baire  fmiling ;  “  make  yourfelf  fo  little  that 
you  can  find  room  in  it  *,  you  will  have  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  very  fine  kernel.” — “  Do  you  wifh 
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me  then  to  become  a  kernel  in  it  ?” — u  Yes, 
if  it  is  poffible.” — M  Order  me  to  be  it.” — 
“  Well, !  I  order  you  to  be  it.” — “  Pull  out  the 
ftalk  then,  in  order  to  open  the  door  to  me.” 

Abaire  being  in  good  humour,  wilhed  to  car¬ 
ry  on  the  joke,  and  made  a  fmAll  movement, 
as  in  order  to  pull  away  the  ftalk  of  the  fruit ; 
it  ftuck  to  his  hand,  and  gave  him  great 
pain. 

“  This  is  a  fmall  misfortune,”  faid  Mamouk; 
*e  for  without  this,  I  ftiould  have  flopped  at  the 
door.  Put  the  ftalk  into  its  place  again ;  go, 
feek  your  plate,  endeavour  to  make  up  to  your 
man  ; — the  fruit  will  appear  no  lefs  curious  to 
him; — it 'has  loft  nothing  of  either  its  fize  or 
tafte. — Next  week  we  will^get  better  ones  to  eat.” 

The  gardener  having  gone  to  feek  the  plate, 
returned,  but  did  notfind  Mamouk.  He  imagined 
that  he  had  gone  to  fee  the  pear-tree,  and  hav¬ 
ing  no  need  of  him  to  help  him  in  felling  his 
fruit,  he  fets  out  without  the  leaft  uneaftnefs 
for  the  houfe  of  SimouftaphA. 

Mamouk  abufed  the  ftmplicity  of  Abaire  com¬ 
pletely.  This  impoftor,  ftript  of  the  half  of  his 
power,  reduced  to  a  paflive  condition  by  a  fu- 
perior  power,  has  been  forced  to  transform  the 
ignorant  gardener  into  a  magician,  without  his 
fufpefting  it.  He  aflociated  him  with  himfelf,and 
made  him  artfully  command  whatever  it  was  his 

own 


ARABIAN  TALES*  1 

c\m  intereft  to  execute.  Such  are  the  dangers 
of  ignorance ! 

Scarce  had  Abaire  turned  his  back,  in  order 
to  go  and  feek  the  plate,  when  the  Egyptian, 
faithful  to  the  command  which  he  made  be 
^iven  to  himfelf,  diminifhes  the  fize  of  his  body, 
andenters  into  the  pear,  that  he  may  there  aflume 
the  form  of  a  kernel.  Were  they  to  cut  the 
pear  without  cutting  the  ftone,  and  efpecialty,  if 
they  were  to  be  charmed  with  the  delicious  tafte 
of  the  fruit,  the  wretch  Mamouk  would  recover 
his  lofs,  and  complete  his  vengeance. 

Hitherto  every  thing  tended  to  favour  the 
views  of  the  cabalift :  Simouftapha  is  at  the 
gate  when  Abaire  pafies,  and  makes  him  (how 
his  fruit.  The  gardener  faid  that  he  was  going 
to  prefent  it  to  the  caliph  himfelf,  and  that  he 
would  get  two  hundred  fequins  for  it.  Give  it 
to  me,  faid  Simouftapha,  you  {hall  not  have  to 
go  far,  here  are  two  hundred  fequins,.  and 
fifty  more  for  the  honour  you  do  me  in  giving 
me  the  preference. 

Abaire,  elated  with  his  good  fortune,  left 
both  the  plate  and  cloth,  to  embrace  him  to 
whom  he  was  indebted  for  fo  much  money:  He 
returns  home  with  eagernefs,  but  does  not  find 
Mamouk. — He  fuppofes  him  to  be  in  the  gar¬ 
den  without  the  city  •,  he  runs  to  it,  but  does 
not  find  him  there  *,  he  feeks  him  every  where , 
Vol.  H.  K 
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and  demands  him  from  the  neighbouring  rivers 
and  echoes  in  vain. 

During  this  fruitlefs  fearch  Simouftapha  impa¬ 
tiently  waited  the  hour  when  he  fhotild  enjoy  the 
charms  of  the  charming  .Ilfetilfone,  and  offer 
her  the  moft  beautiful  fruit  fhe'  had  ever  feen 
upon  the  earth. 

Night  was  come;  the  genius  had  done  its  du¬ 
ty  ;  the  happy  pair  are  dreffed  in  the  prefents 
of  their  charming  protedtrefs  ;  the  clothes,  the 
rings,  the  necklace,  the  diamond  chain,  inter¬ 
woven  with  the  hair.— In  £hort,  nothing  is  for¬ 
got. 

The  mute  eunuch  prefents  the  beautiful  fruit 
which  the  Indian  prized  fo  much ;  Ilfetilfone 
admires  it,  and  finds  that  it  has  a  moft  exqui- 
fite  flavour.  They  hear  a  little  noife  as  they 
cut  the  pear  ;  a  kernel  efcapes  from  it,  and  leaps 
upon  the  ground. 

The  fatal  bit  had  already  touched  the  lips  of 
the  two  lovers ;  Simouftapha  cries  aloud ;  the 
ring  having  pricked  him,  occafions  a  violent 
pain. — Ilfetilfone  lets  fall  the  bit  which  the 
held  ;  the  prince  makes  an  effort  to  pull  off  her 
finger  the  jewel  which  hurts  her  ;  and  this  calls 
the  genius,  the  (lave  of  the  ring. 

It  was  of  an  ugly  frightful  fliape  ;  the  prin- 
cefs  fainted  when  £he  faw  it. — What  art  thou  ? 

What 
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What  do’ft  thou  want  with  me  ?  faid  Simoufta- 
pha  to  it.  I  am  the  Have  of  the  ring  which 
my  miftrefs  gave  thee,  anfwered  the  phantom.; 

I  warn  thee  that  thou  art  in  the  greateft  dan¬ 
ger  ;  thy  enemy  is  in  the  houfe;  that  fruit  is 
poifoned  ;  I  fly  to  the  aid  of  the  box  ;  when  it 
lhall  be  out  of  danger  I  will  return. 

Simouftapha  and  his  Haves  affifted  the  prin- 
cefs.  Jemal,  during  this  time,  £hut  up  in  the 
magic  box,  defended  himfelf,  as  weU  as  he 
could,  againft  the  attacks  of  his  former  mafter, 
whofe  power  he  dreaded.  Mamouk  applied  an 
inchanted  ring  to  the  lock  of  the  cheft  in  which 
the  box  was  Ihut  up  ;  the  lock  opened,  and,  at 
the  fame  inftant,  the  genius  who  guarded  it 
fubftituted  another  in  its  place.  This  conflict 
was  renewed  fix  rimes ;  and  Jemal  was  at  lalt 
about  to  yield,  when  the  genius  of  the  box  ar- 
j*i  ved. 

Infamous  wretch  I  faid  he  to  Mamouk,  thou 
{halt  die  by  no  hand  but  mine.  At  the  fame 
time,  he  exhales  up  all  the  air  in  the  room,  and 
lifts  his  arm  to  ftrikfc  the  Egyptian,  who  falls  to 
the  ground  like  one  fuffocated.  Ke  is  immedi¬ 
ately  caft  into  chains  5  robbed  of  his  magic 
ring,  his  wand,  his  book  of  inchantments,  and 
thrown  upon  the  floor,  ftript  of  his  power,  and 
half  dead. 
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After  this  victory,  the  genius  of  the  ring 
came  to  inform  Simouftapha  of  the  dangers  to 
which  he  had  been  expofed  by  the  ftratagem  of 
Mamouk.  “  Come,”  faid  he,  u  view  your  e- 
nemy,  and  difpofe  of  him*  not  according  to  the 
goodnefs  of  your  heart,  but  according  to  the 
badnefs  of  his.”  > 

Simouftapha  followed  the  genius  into  the 
room,  but  Mamouk  was  gone. — Curfed  magi¬ 
cian  I  inexhauftible  in  refources  !  faid  the  ge¬ 
nius,  what  force  hath  enabled  thee  to  efcape  ? 
But  thou  waft  bound  and  could’ft  not  get  offr 
He  advifes  Simouftapha,  therefore,  to  take  the 
box,  to  call  Jemal,  and  to  caule  them  fefck  in 
concert  the  wretch  who  wifhed  to  efcape. 

The  two  genii  found  him  in.  the  garden,  where 
-he  was  begun  to  rid  himfelf  of  his  irons.  But,, 
upon  feeing  his  adverfaries,  he  plunges  into  the 
canal :  Immediately  two  banks  are  formed,  which 
fhut  him  up.  Upon  this  he  jerks  into  the  air,  like 
a  drop  of  water ;  but  he  is  conftrained  to  fall 
back  into  a  bafon  which  they  had  made  for  him  : 
He  is  now  forced  to  evaporate  into  flame ;  but  a 
thick  vapour,  which  rifes  on  every  fide,  thwarts 
this  fcheme. 

from  this  mixture  of  elements,  the  canal  ap¬ 
pears  filled  with  quick  burning  lime,  which  they 
were  afraid  to  approach :  The  genius  of  the  ring 
throws  into^  two  pieces  of  the  pear;  in  an 

inftaift 
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inftant  they  dilTolve;  then  the  genius,  addtefling 
Simouftapha,  fays  to  him, 

Prince !  pronounce  fentence  upon  this  wretch; 
wc  arc  ready  to  execute  it :  fay  to  him, 

'  “  Infamous  magician !  I  fhut  you  up  in  your 
works,  and  with  your  works,  that  you  may  be 
punifhed  by  your  works.” 

Simouftapha  pronounced  the  fentence. — The 
magician  on  a  fudden  became  a  fhapelefs  mafs 
of  marble,  of  the  figure  of  a  cat,  refembling 
thofe  frightful  ftatues  which  were  feen  among 
the  idolatrous  before  the  coming  of  the  prophet* 

The  genius  carried  out  of  the  garden  this 
horrid  image. 

Simouftapha  returned  to  his  fpoufe,  who,  al¬ 
though  recovered  from  her  firft  fright,  yet  was 
not  without  alarm  on  his  account.  Upon  feeing 
him,  flie  recovered  her  fpirits.  They  enter  to¬ 
gether  into  the  clofet  where  the  box  was  pla¬ 
ced  ;  Simouftapha  touches  it,  and  Jemal  ap¬ 
pears. 

Sir,  fays  the  genius,  what  do  you  want  with 
your  Have  ?  I  want  you  to  relate  to  me  all  the 
particulars  of  the  event  which  has  juft  now  hap¬ 
pened. 

It  places  itfelf  aftride  upon  the  box,  and 
obeys  the  orders  of  Simouftapha :  It  defcribes 
the  machinations,  the  journey,  and  the  arrival 
of  hlamouk  the  magician  at  Bagdad  ;  it  alfo 
K  3  relates 
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relates  hdw  he  deceived  the  gardener  ;  how  he 
lodged  at  his  houfe  *,  his  transformations ;  the 
inchantment  of  the  pear-tree;  the  manner  in 
which  he  introduced  himfelf  to  Simouftapha, 
who  Carried  to  itfelf  the  fruit  in  the  kernel  of 
which  the  traitor  had  concealed  himfelf ;  how 
he  came  out  of  it  when  the  pear  was  cut.  It 
deferibes  its  own  conflict  in  the  box,  where  it 
inceffantly  oppofed  a  frefh  touch  to  that  which 
the  magic  ring  of  the  Egyptian  deftroyed. 

From  this  box,  in  which  it  was  intrenched,. 
5n  order  to  defend  it,  it  had  feen  the  genius 
of  the  ring  come  to  its  afliftance.  It  relates  how 
the  conjurer  had  been  thrown  down,  bound,  ftript 
of  his  magic ;  and  how  that  the  very  inftant  the 
genius  of  the  ring  went  out  of  the  clofet,  fpirits, 
fent  from  the  lower  Egypt  to  aid  Mamouk,  by 
Iiis  fon  Naraes,  had  come  to  carry  him  fud- 
denly  off,  arid  had  put  him  in  a  condition  to 
make  the  laft  conflift,  in  which  he  had  at; 
length  yielded. 

Thefe  explanations  having  confumed  part  of 
the  night,  the  two  conforts  had  fcarce  time  to 
congratulate  themfelves  on  their  good  luck  in 
having  efcaped  fo  many  ftratagems,  fuch  dan- 
gerousattacks,  and  fuch  well  concerted  fchemes, 
EfetiHone  is  obliged  to  truft  herfelf  to  the  care 
of  the  faithful  Jemal,  and  to  return  to  the  ca¬ 
liph’s  palace  in  her  ufual  carriage. 

Simouftapha 
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Simouftapha  endeavoured  to  find  in  the 
bath  that  quiet  which  fuch  perturbation  had 
caufed  him  lofe.  He  afterwards  made  ready 
to  fet  out  for  Ginniftan.  He  had  rccourfe  to 
the  box,  invoked  the  genius  of  it,  fet  out,  and 
arrived  in  the  prefence  of  the  queen  of  the  ge¬ 
nii,  to  whom  his  dangers  had  rendered  him 
dearer.  u  ■  ^  .  r.  .  .  . 

She  comes  into  his  prefence,  and  teftifics  to 
him,  by  the  tendered  carefles,  the  warm  part 
fhe  had  taken  on  account  of  his  misfortune. 
She  fpares  the  young  prince  the  relation  of  an 
adventure,  of  which  fhe  knew  the  minuteft 
particular  5  but  file  avails  herfelf  of  this  circum- 
ftance,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  watch  with 
care  the  ring  and  the  box.  She  puts  him  on 
liis  guurd  againft  the  attacks  of  the  fgn  of  Ma- 
mouk,  as  dangerous  as  his  father.  “  In  vain/* 
faid  fiie  to  him,  u  flaall  I  have  my  eyes  always 
upon  you,  and  furround  you  by  the  powers 
which  are  fubjeft  to  me,  if  you  don’t  endea¬ 
vour  to  fecure  yourfelf  againft  the  fnares  of  men. 
My  afiiftance  difplays  itfelf  only  by  fupematu- 
tural  means  j  take  care  of  yourfelf  j  put  your¬ 
felf  in  a  condition  that  you  may  turn  your  vir¬ 
tues  and  wifdom  to  your  advantage,  after  the 
example  of  your  mafier  Benalab,” 

Let  us  here  finifii  the  falutary  counfels  of  the 
queen,  and  the  warm  gratitude  of  Simouftapha, 
,  .  -r  .  *  He 
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He  took  leave  of  the  queen ;  the  genius  con¬ 
ducted  him  back  to  Bagdad,  where  political 
movements  pave  the  way  for  more  interefting 
events. 

The  caliph,  having  learned  that  the  city  of  Da- 
mnfcus  was  befieged  by  two  hundred  thoufand 
infidels,  caufed  an  order  be  ifTued  to , all  Mufliil- 
mans  to  take  arms,  and  follow  him,  to  give  re¬ 
lief  to  this  important  place. 

Upon  this  Simouftapha  feels  a  fentiment  na¬ 
tural  to  great  fouls :  He  is  inflamed  with  zeal 
and  courage  for  the  true  faith.  The  love  of  glo¬ 
ry,  and  the  defire  appearing  worthy  of  his  mif- 
trefs,  makes  him  pant  after  the  laurels,  and  trace 
the  footfteps  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful, 
fie  therefore  calls  Jemal. 

<c  You  have  juft  now  heard,”  faid  he  to  the 
genius,  u  the  proclamation  of  the  caliph.  I 
wifh  to  fccond  his  views :  Make  them  bring  me 
a  horfe  immediately,  and  armour  fuitable  to  my 
rank  and  birth.” 

The  genius  cleaves  the  air,  and  informs  Se- 
telpedour  of  the  intention  of  the  young  prince ; 
the  queen  applauds  his  purpofe,  and  wilhes  to 
put  the  hero  in  a  condition  of  attaining  the 
greatncfs  for  which  he  is  deftined.  She  alfo 
orders  for  him  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  horfes 
that  can  be  found  in  any  of  the  three  Arabias. 

The 
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The  emifiaries  make  their  choice  at  Sardie,. 
an  uninhabited  diftrict,.  three  days  journey  from 
D.imafcus,  where  the  bed  horfes  are  to  be  met 
with :  They  find  one  to  which  no  other  could 
be  compared.  He  was  of  the  breed  of  Gelpha> 
which  had  mounted  the  great  prophet,  when, 
after  having  creCVed  his  victorious  ftandard 
on  the  towers  of  Medina,  he  over-ran  Pale- 
ftine  and  the  two  Syrias,  and  foon  made  all 
Afia  bend  under  the  drokes  of  his  glorious 
feymitar,  and  the  wife  laws  of  the  divine  Ko¬ 
ran. 

The  nativity  of  the  horfe  deftined  for  Simou- 
ftapha,  cad,  at  the  very  moment  of  his  birth,, 
by  the  wifed  aftrologers,  prefaged  that  he  was 
to  ferve  under  the  greated  prince  in  the  world, 
and  eftablifh  the  happinefs  and  duration  of  two 
powerful  empires. 

The  difpofitions  of  this  animal  completely 
juftified  the  decrees  of  his  deftiny :  TraCtable, 
aCfive,  fpirited,  capable  of  any  fatigue,  he  was 
never  the  flave  of  his  appetites ;  he  endured  third 
and  hunger  without  the  lead  alteration  on  his 
vigorous  conditution ;  he  could  live  without 
fleep,  and  feed  on  air.  He  added  to  thefe  ex¬ 
cellent  qualities  thofe  of  the  readied  obedience, 
the  mod  acute  under danding,  and  a  firm  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  mafter :  How  many  men  wrere 
inferior  to  him  ? 


Setel- 
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Setelpedour  wiihed  to  fee  the  Iiorfe  defined 
for  her  favourite ;  the  fteed  neighed  for  joy  that 
he  was  going  to  make  his'  appearance  before  the 
queen  of  the  genii,  and  contribute  to  the  glory 
of  the  hero  whom  fhe  protected :  He  was  in¬ 
troduced  to  Ginniftan  *,  he  excited  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  Setelpedour :  A  harnefs  worthy  of  his 
beauty,  but  without  any  extraordinary  fhow,  is 
immediately  provided  for  him*,  he  is  loaded 
with  the  complete  armour  of  the  prince.  The 
cbirafs,  and  the  other  neceflary  pieces,  are  made 
of  fteel-plates  of  Damafcus ;  the  feymitar  is  of 
a  temper  which  nothing  can  refill :  All  his  arms 
are  qf  a  fable  hue.  Simouftapha  was  waiting 
with  impatience  upon  the  terrace  of  his  houfe 
for  the  return  of  Jemal,  when  he  brought  into 
the  court  the  haughty  fteed. 

At  the  fight  of  fo  beautiful  a  prefent,  the 
young  prince  feels  himiclr  penetrated  with  gra¬ 
titude,  and  filled  with  new  ardour ;  he  burns  to 
fignalife  his  courage  *,  but  love  ftill  throws  fome 
obftacles  in  his  way. 

When  the  genius,  favoured  by  the  fhades  ©f 
night,  had  carried  Ilfetilfone  from  the  palace  of 
the  caliph,  and  united  the  two  conforts ;  when 
the  beautiful  princels  was  informed  of  the  de- 
figns  of  her  lover,  fhe  loft  the  ufe  of  her  fenfes  ; 
fhe  recovered  only  to  abandon  herfelf  to  more 
cruel  deipair,  and  the  night  was  fpent  in  tears. 

Although 
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Although  the  caliph  had  departed,  Simoufta- 
pha,  facrificing  his  glory  to  the  tender  concerns 
of  love,  left  his  Heed  to  champ  the  bit  with  im¬ 
patience;  he  makes  the  air  re-echo  with  his 
neighing ;  Jemal  can  hardly  reftrain  him ;  he 
wifhes  for  the  faddle  and  bridle ;  and  his  foot 
fcems  to  ftrike  the  hours  which  ought  to  have 
warned  Simouftapha  of  his  departure. 

More  than  a  day  elapfed  before  Simouftapha 
could  tear  himfelf  from  the  arms  of  Ilfetilfonc, 
tvhofe  alarms  he  dreaded.  Setelpedour  faw  his 
diftrefs,  blulhed  for  his  weaknefs ;  but,  anxious 
for  his  glory,  runs  up  to  him. 

“  You  fail  in  your  duty,”  faid  {he  to  him  ; 
“  you  forfeit  your  glory  and  the  fafety  of  the 
ftate  in  which  you  live ;  you  languifh  under  a 
fhameful  weaknefs;  depart  inftantly;  if  you  he- 
fitate  a  moment,  I  give  you  entirely  up.  My 
flave  is  ready  to  conduct  you  to  Damafcus ;  I 
{hall  take  care  of  your  fpoufe;  receive  my  blefs- 
mg” 

Upon  hearing  this,  Simouftapha  recognifes 
his  weaknefs,  and  blufhes  on  account  of  it ;  he 
falls  at  the  knees  of  the  fairy,  and  implores  her 
pardon  and  protection. 

He  mounts  his  fteed,  which,  quick  as  lighten¬ 
ing,  tranfports  him  to  Damafcus ;  and  he  is  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  genii  the  Haves  of  the  fairy.  Ha¬ 
ving  reached  an  eminence,  he  gets  a  view  of 

the 
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the  city.  The  infidels  were  aflaulting  It ;  the 
army  of  the  ^caliph  had  come  to  clofe  quarters 
with  the  enemy,  and  were  labouring  under  a 
manifeft  difadvantage :  The  two  wings  were 
broken,  and  had  given  Way. 

The  ftandard  of  Mahomet  pointed  out  the 
place  where  Haroun  Alrafchid  fought.  He  was 
in  the  middle  of  his  army ;  the  infidels  prefled 
liisbattalioris  ;  and,  having  almoft  reached  himfelf, 
this  illuftrious  fo\ereign  was  ready  to  fall  a  vic¬ 
tim  to  their  fury. 

Swifter  than  lightening,  Simouftapha  is  in  the 
midfl  of  the  carnage ;  every  ftroke  of  his  fcy- 
miter  carries  death  along  with  it ;  every  ftep  of 
his*  horfe  tramples  the  infidels.  In  a  moment 
he  delivers  his  lovereign  from  the  dangers  that 
threatened  him:  His  thundering  voice  ftrikes 
terror  into  the  enemy,  but  reanimates  the 
drooping  fpirits  of  the  Mufiulmans.  They  are 
all  rallied  under  the  ftandard  of  the  facred  pro¬ 
phet,  which  Simouftapha  had  leized  j  he  waves 
it  in  the  middle  of  the  battalion  which  he  had 
juft  formed.  At  this'  fignal,  the  fouls  of  the 
warriors  are  infpired  with  frefh  confidence;  the 
combat  is  renewed  with  more  vigour;  but  death 
Ihifts  its  ground;  it  feizes  upon  that  of  the  in¬ 
fidels,  and  lpreads  havock  around.  The  ar¬ 
dour  of  his  fteed  carries  him  through  all  the 
ranks  in  an  inftant.  He  takes  the  command 

into 
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into  liis  own  hand ;  every  one  obeyed :  The 
commanders  and  the  foldiers  took  him  to  be 
an  angel  from  heaven  fent  to  their  relief  ;  he 
made  part  purfue  the  runaways,  whilft  he,  with 
the  reft  of  the  army,  advanced  under  the  walls 
of  Damafcus. 

The  ladders  which  had  been  prepared  for  the 
a  {fault  are  deftroved,  the  afiailants  are  tumbled 
headlong  from  thfc  walls,  and  the  gates  of  the 
city  are  .thrown  open  to  its  deliverer. 

Simouftapha  marches  in  triumph  at  the  head 
of  the  conquerors;  the  crowd,  as  he  pafies, 
fall  down  to  embrace  his  knees ;  and  the  pro 
ferver  of  Damafcus  receives  the  homage  of  a 
people  in  whofe  behalf  he  had  difplayed  fb 
much  valour.  They  advance  towards  the  prin¬ 
cipal  mofque,  to  thank  Heaven  and  Mahomet 
for  fuch  a  fignal  deliverance.  Haroun  does  not 
lofe  fight  of  the  object  of  his  gratitude :  Simou¬ 
ftapha,  having  pulled  down  his  vifier,  kept  him- 
fclf  however  near  the  caliph.  When  they  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  gate  of  the  mofque,  he  alights, 
and  approaches  in  a  moft  fuppliant  manner  to 
do  homage  to  his  fovereign,  by  aflifting  him  to 
difmount. 

Haroun  politely  accepts  the  affiftance  of 
the  young  warrior ;  but  he  is  diftrefied  to  fee 
a  wound  on  the  hand  which  is  prefented  to 
him,  and  which  is  covered  with  blood. 

N  Vol.  II.  L  Valiant 
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Valiant  hero,  faid  he  to  him,  you  are  wound¬ 
ed  ? — Great  commander  of  the  faithful,  an- 
fwered  the  Indian  prince,  the  wound  is  by  no 
means  dangerous,  for  I  feel  no  inconvenience 
from  it. — Noble  warrior,  the  heat  of  the  action, 
and  your  intrepid  courage,  have  made  you  for¬ 
get  it  *,  but  we  fhall  not  enter  the  mofque  with¬ 
out  dreffing  your  wound.  Your  goodnefs  af- 
fe&s  me  much,  exclaimed  Simouftapha ;  the 
duties  in  which  you  are  going  to  be  engaged 
ought  to  precede  thofe  which  concern  only  the 
meaneft,  but  moft  devoted  of  your  fubjedts. 

The  caliph  was  charmed  with  tills  token 
of  fubmiffion:  Brave  Muftulman,  faid  he,  ta¬ 
king  a  handkerchief,  upon  which  his  name  was 
written  in  letters  of  gold,  from  his  girdle,  con- 
defcend  at  lead:  to  keep  your  hand  from  the  air, 
by  wrapping  it  up  in  this  handkerchief,  till  we 
may  have  it  in  our  power  to  give  you  other 
relief. 

Simouftapha  obeyed.  They  entered  the 
mofque,  which  immediately  re-echoed  with 
the  fongs  and  thankfgivings  of  all  the  people. 

After  this  the  caliph  goes  to  the  palace  that 
had  been  defigned  for  him  during  his  ftay  at 
Damafcus :  Several  officers,  who  had  had  the 
courage  to  keep  aloof  during  the  combat,  be¬ 
came  now  jealous  of  their  places,  that  they 
might  accompany  him  in  his  triumph.  Si¬ 
mouftapha, 
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moufrapha,  regardlefs  of  fuch  frivolous  prefer¬ 
ments,  leaves  them  without  being  noticed, 
mount?  his  hdrfe,  and  difappears  on  a  hid¬ 
den. 

He  had  facrificed  to  glory  whatever  was  pro¬ 
per  ;  it  is  time  now  to  alleviate  the  difrrefs  of 
his  mifrrefs :  His  intelligent  freed  appeared  to 
partake  of  his  impatience ;  he  fcarcely  touches 
the  road  as  he  fcours  over  it ;  and  Simouftapha 
foon  revifits  the  much  longed  for  watch-towers 
of  Bagdad. 

During  his  abfence,  the  beneficent  queen  of 
the  genii  would  not  fuffer  Ilfetilfone  to  a- 
bandon  herielf  to  diftrefs.  The  firft  night, 
therefore,  that  the  prince  departed,  the  or¬ 
dered  .  th$  genius  to  convey  to  her  the  ca¬ 
liph’s  daughter.  What  mu  ft  have  been  her  a r 
ftoniihmeut  when  fhe  awoke,  to  find  herfelf  ia 
the  arms  of  the  queen,  inftead  of  thofe  of  Si¬ 
mouftapha  ? 

Don’t  be  difconcerted,  faid  Setelpedour  to 
her,  embracing  her  tenderly,  your  hufband 
muft  attend  to  his  duty  under  the  colours  of 
the  caliph.  Your  happinefs  depends,  moro 
than  you  imagine,  upon  the  fervice  which  t  he 
has  it  in  his  power  to  do  him  ;  it  is  not  a  fruit- 
lefs  glory  which  he  afpires  at.  I  lhail  watch 
cVer  his  fafety  as  well  as  I  can ;  and  I  would 
fight  by  his  fide  were  I  allowed  j  but  I  am 
L  2  fubjeft 
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fubje&  to  a  different  law.  It  is  diftrefiing  for  me 
that  the  merit  of  Simouftapha  hath  infpired  me 
with  love  arid  that  my  partiality  towards  him 
hath  made  the  malevolent  fpirits  of  my  empire 
rebel.  I  have  already  punifhed  them ;  and  I 
am  determined  to  put  them  all  tq  defiance,  as 
we  have  ftill  more  dangers  to  encounter. 

Be  of  good  chear,  amiable  princefs,  afiifi:  me 
in  procuring  happinefs  to  him  whom.we  Jove 
more  than  life  itfelf,  by  not  multiplying  the 
caufes  of  his  difquiet !  Reproach  him  not  for  a 
reparation,  which  his  glory  and  your  common 
interefl  rendered  necefiary.  You  fliall  fee  him 
again  in  a  fhort  time*,  truft  yourfelf  to  the 
wifdom  and  the  care  of  the  queen  of  the  genii. 

Ilfetilfone  was  comforted,  and  immediately 
carried  back  to  the  palace  of  her  father. 

Whilft  the  commander  of  the  faithful  is  re¬ 
pairing  in  proceffion  to  the  palace  deftined  for 
him  at  Damafcus,  he  looks  around  to  difeover 
the  hero  to  whom  he  owes  his  fafety,  that  of 
his  army,  the  relief  of  Damafcus,  and  complete 
viftory :  He  does  riot  perceive  him  :  He  orders 
him  to  be  fought  for  every  where :  Inquiries 
are  fruitltfs.  He  makes  his  heralds  at  arms 
proclaim  it  both  within  and  without  the  city, 
but  without  fuccefs.  The  warrior  had  difap- 
peared  with  his  fteed ;  he  had  riot  raifed  the 
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viiler  of  his  helmet,  therefore  every  thing  re¬ 
mains  unknown  with  regard  to  him. 

The  people  perfift  in  believing  that  heaven 
had  fent  an  angel  to  their  relief  j  but  the  blood 
which  Haroun  had  feen  flowing  was  that  of  a 
human  being  $  the  handkerchief  which  he  bad 
^iven  him  was  ftained  with  it. 

The  commander  of  the  faithful,  in  diftrefs, 
becaufe  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  teftify  his 
gratitude  to  his  benefactor,  and  informed  that 
the  Infidels  who  had  efcaped  the  daughter  were 
embarked,  provides  for  the  future  fecurity  of 
Damafcus,  and  returns  to  Bagdad  at  the  head 
of  twelve  thoufand  knights,  after  having  dis¬ 
banded  his  army. 

Already  had  Simouftapha  enjoyed,  the  plea- 
fure  of  revifiting  his  affectionate  fpoufe,  and  of 
thanking  their  amiable  proteCtrefs.  Spending 
the  days  with  the  one,  and  the  nights  with  the 
other,  he  was  as  happy  as  a  mortal  could  be. 
n  He  informed  his  dear  Ilfetilfone  of  every  par¬ 
ticular  of  his  military  atchievements ;  and  they 
were  ftill  more  interefting  to  this  amiable  prin- 
cefs,  in  proportion  as  they  had  contributed  to 
the  glory  of  the  caliph.  She  took  the  hand¬ 
kerchief  in  which  the  hand  of  her  lover  was 
wrapped,  and  bedewed  every  now  and  then 
with  her  tears  the  characters  which  exhibited 
to  her  the  name  of  her  father,  and  the  ftains 
L  3  of 
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"of  the  blood  that  had  been  died  in  his  dcfcgoN. 
“  I  will  keep  this  handkerchief,”  -  faid  fhej  “  k 
will  always  call  to  my  remembrance  that  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  object  Of  my  tendernefs  was 
fiivecl  by  that  of  my  love.” 

In  the  'mean  Hvhile  the  caliph  arrives,  amid 
the  acclamations  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bagdad  ; 
triumphal  arches  are  raifed  to  his  renown ;  he 
finds  an  adequate  compenlation  for  his  labours, 
-  in  the  affection  of  his  fubjefts,  and  the  tender¬ 
nefs  of  his  family.  Zobeida  and  her  daughter 
demonftrate  their  tranfports  of  joy  by  the  moft 
lively  rarefies ;  but  the  caliph,  wearied  wkh  lo 
many  honours,  thinks  of  nothing  but  the  Gran¬ 
ger  warrior,  who  had  denied  him  the  pleafure 
of  rewarding  him.  “  He  received  from  me  no¬ 
thing  but  a  handkerchief  to  cover  his  wound,” 
faid  the  monarch  ;  u  it  is  the  only  favour  lie 
would  accept  3  but  I  have  promifed  ten  thou- 
fiuid  fequins  to  that  perfon  who  Ihall  infon 
me  of  his  name,  his  condition,  and  whe> 
he  lives:  I  Ihall  reward  him  who  faved  the 
Itandard  of  the  holy  prophet  ftoni  the  hands 
of  the  Infidels,  who  delivered  my  people, 
and  to  whom  I  owe  my  life  and.  my  Crown.  It 
is  iii  vain  that  he  denies  himfelf  the  honours 
that  are  due  to  him ;  I  will  celebrate  a  feftival 
iii  his  honour,  Which  Ihall  bring  all  Dantaf- 
cus  to  Bagdad  ter  witnels  his?  extraordinary  va¬ 
lour-. 
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lour.  I  cannot  reprefent  the  feature  of  his 
face  accurately,  as  he  never  lifted  the  vifier  of 
his  helmet  *,  but  I  will  reprefent  his  armoury  of 
which  I  have  a  diftinCt  idea,  and  his  heed  full 
of  fire.  Sure  there  will  pot  he  a^Muflulman  in 
my  empire  who  will  not  be.  eager  to  witnefs  the 
celebration  of  the  fedival,  in  honour  of  the 
hero  of  the  fable  arms ;  and  he  fhall  not  be 
long  unknown  to  thofe  who  fliall  be  prefent  at 
the  warlike  folemnity.” 

Ilfetilfone  was  delighted  with  the  encomiums 
lavifhed  upon  her  lover,  and  the  enthufiafm  of 
the  caliph.  How  often  had  £he  almoft  been 
tempted  to  fay,  “  I  know  him,  the  hero  of 
the  fable  arms,  the  conqueror  of  the  Infidels, 
and  alfo  my  conqueror.” 

The  orders  of  Haroun  are  executed  ;  The  fes¬ 
tivals  held  for  the  relief  of  Damafcus  continued 
thirty  days  *,  tire  two  lad  of  thefe  are  fet  apart 
for  a  military  reprefentation  of  the.  exploits  of 
the  knight  of  the  fable  arms.  Thefe  fedivals 
accomplifhed  the  views  of  the  caliph  by  means 
quite  unconnected  with  thofe  which  this  mo¬ 
narch  had  thought  of. 

The  lad  day  of  the  fedival,  when  Zpbeida  was 
upon  the  balcony  with  her  daughter,  a  coup  de  Jo¬ 
k'd  druck  the  young  princefs  *,  fhe  uttered  a 
loud  fhriek,  and  fell  upon  the.bofom  of  her  mo¬ 
ther.  While  fhe  was  affording'  relief  to  her 

daughter, 


128 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


daughter,  fhe  perceived  fymptoms  which  could 
not  be  mfflaken  ;  her  bofom  difcovered  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  a  conjugal  union:  Alarmed  with  this  fur- 
prifing  difcovery,  fhe  runs  infhntly  to  the  ca¬ 
liph,  to  inform  him  of  fo  important  a  fecret :  It 
was  not  by  conjectures  that  fhe  formed  her  con- 
clufion;  complete  certainty  convinced  her  of  it: 
They  go  together  into  the  apartment  of  Ilfetil- 
fone,  to  draw  from  her  a  confeffion  which  con¬ 
cerned  their  glory  and  their  repofe. 

“  For  feveral  months,”  fays  the  princefs,  c<  I 
have  been  carried  off  every  night  without  per¬ 
ceiving  it;  I  am  tranfported  through  the  air,  and 
conveyed  into  a  chamber  magnificently  furnifh- 
ed,  and  find  myfelf  in  the  arms  of  a  man  who 
is  unknown  to  me  ;  but  who,  I  confefs,  has  in- 
fpired  me  with  the  mofl  tender  paffion.” 

From  this  recital  of  his  daughter,  the  caliph 
eafily  judged  that  fome  miraculous  inchantment 
had  feduced  her,  and  thought  it  unreafonable 
to  reproach  her  for  a  fault,  which,  from  its  na¬ 
ture,  feemed  to  be  excufeable. 

Madam,  fays  he  to  Zobeida,  it  appears  that  a 
genius  is  enamoured  of  our  daughter ;  our  op- 
pofition  would  only  irritate  it ;  we  muft  recom¬ 
mend  her,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  to  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  holy  prophet.  Saying  this,  he  em¬ 
braces  his  daughter,  as  ufual,  and  leaves  her  to 
that  repofe  which  fhe  flood  fo  much  in  need  of. 

Zobeida 
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Zobeida  imitates  the  wife  conduct  of  her  liuf- 
band. 

Ilfetilfone  flatters  herfelf  that  fhe  will  be  able 
to  inform  her  lover  the  following  night,  that  he 
may  take  care  to  bring  the  handkerchief^  and 
make  known  in  the  palace  the  knight  of  the  fa¬ 
ble  arms  :  He  mull  arrive  there  with  his  fp:- 
rited  fteed,  and  all  his  accoutrements  of  war. 

The  caliph  aflembles  his  privy  council,  the 
members  of  which  were  Giafar  and  Mefrour. 
Giafar  receives  the  information  with  aftonifh- 
ment :  Mefrour  is  lefs  furprlfed  ;  he  had,  for  a 
long  time,  perceived  that  it  was  impoflible  to 
awake  the  guard  which  was  ftationed  at  the  a- 
partment  of  the  princefs. 

What  method  fhall  we  fall  upon,  fays  the  ca¬ 
liph,  to  find  out  and  fiirprlfe  the  inchanter  of  my 
daughter  ?  every  night  fhe  is  lifted  up  in  the  air. 
I  have  a  little  device  in  my  head,  fays  Mefrour, 
which  we  may  make  ufe  of  immediately.  I  have  a 
phofphoric  fubflance  which  I  received  from  an  a- 
flrologer;  it  is  compofed  of  an  oil  ext  rafted  from 
an  animal  called  a  Bafilifk  :  Whenever  it  is  in  the 
open  air  and  in  motion  it  flames  without  burning. 
I  am  going  to  pour  fome  drops  of  it  upon  the 
coverlet  of  the  princefs-,  it  will  dry  infiantly,  and 
retain  no  fmelL  As  foon  as  they  are  in  the  c- 
pen  air,  they  will  emit  fparkling  ftars,  which 
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will  ferve  to  conduct  the  perfons  who  are  to 
follow  her  into  the  houfe  of  the  feducer. 

The  caliph  approves  the  fcheme :  Mefrour 
goes  to  put  it  in  execution  5  and  Giafar  warns 
the  judge  of  the  police,  who  was  to  follow 
the  meteor  wherever  it  went,  and  get  the  houfe 
inftantly  furrounded.  Five  hundred  men  are 
immediately  appointed  to  run  after  the  new 
conftellation  which  was  to  appear  that  night ; 
but  the  fecret  remains  between  the  caliph  and 
his  counfellors. 

Night  came  *,  the  genius  not  having  caft 
its  eyes  upon  the  earth,  was  ignorant  of  what 
was  doing  there,  and  obeyed,  as  ufual,  the  or¬ 
ders  of  Simouftapha,  and  went  to  carry  off  the 
princefs. 

Scarce  had  it  got  above  the  palace,  when  the 
phofphoric  fubftance  fhone  with  all  its  luftre  *, 
the  guards  from  every  quarter  purfue  it ;  the 
genius  had  good  eyes,  but  it  did  not  fee  every 
thing.  It  carried  its  charming  load  into  the  a- 
partment  of  the  Indian  prince,  illuminated  with 
a  hundred  wax  candles.  The  light  of  the  phof¬ 
phoric  fubftance  difappeared  entirely  $  and  die 
guards,  rufhing  in  an  inftant  from  every  part  of 
the  town,  furround  the  houfe  of  Simouftapha. 

The  young  prince  heard  the  noife,  rubbed  his 
ring,  examined  the  box ;  the  two  genii  appear¬ 
ed.  They  were  ordered  to  obferve  what  paf- 
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fed  *,  and,  above  all,  to  defend  the  houfe  againfi: 
the  danger  with  which  it  was  threatened.  In  a 
moment  they  converted  both  the  doors  and 
windows  into  a  folid  wall. 

The  judge  of  the  police  caufed  awake  the 
neighbours,  to  afk  them  where  the  door  of  Si- 
mouftapha’s  houfe  was.  The  good  people  rub¬ 
bed  their  eyes,  but  could  not  find  it ;  they  light¬ 
ed  feveral  flambeaux,  but  all  to  no  purpofe. 
The  judge  became  quite  impatient.  Giafar  and 
Mefrour  arrived  ;  and,  ever  fince  the  latter  had 
difcovered  the  fecret  of  the  Bafililk  oil,  he  ima¬ 
gined  his  invention  to  be  adequate  to  any  thing. 
As  he  finds  no  door,  therefore,  he  caufes 
mount  the  terrace  with  ladders ;  the  houfe  is 
furrounded  in  an  inftant $  and  there  is  nothing 
wanted  but  batteriug-rams,  hooks,  and  teftu- 
does,  to  make  a  complete  fiege.  Forty  ladders 
are  made,  each  feveral  feet  higher  than  the 
houfe  *,  every  one  ftrives  to  get  the  fiart  of  a- 
nother,  allured  by  the  hope  of  plunder ;  but, 
the  more  hafte  the  befiegers  make,  the  worfe 
they  fucceed  ;  the  ladders  fink  into  the  earth, 
in  proportion  as  they  mount  the  fteps,  till  they 
difappear  altogether. 

“  Ceafe  then  to  kick  about,”  exclaimed  the 
judge  of  the  police ;  u  are  you  afraid  ?  Mount 
then.” — Let  us  exert  our  whole  ftrength  upon 
it,  faid  fome  of  them  j  and  indeed  they  were 

over- 
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overwhelmed  with  fatigue,  without  being  able 
to  get  an  inch  from  the  ground.  The  judge, 
his  patience  being  worn  Out,  alights  from  his 
horfe,  arid  rirgCsr  the  afiailants  with  great  keen- 
riels :  u  Mount,  therefore,  quicker.”  —  “  By 
Mahomet  mount  it  yourfelf,”  faid  they  to  the 
judge,  “  for  the  ladders  are  bewitched !” 

The  judge  having  loft  his  patience,  mounts 
the  ladder  in  his  robe.  He  willies  to  take  two 
fteps  At  orice,  that  he  iriay  mount  quicker  j  but, 
as  the  ladder  links  in  proportion  as  he  attempts 
to  mount,  he  lofes  his  balance,  And  is  entangled 
with  his  robe. 

A  gerieral  laugh  followed  this  unexpo&ed 
fall.  Notwithftanding  this',  the  night  was 
fpent  in  redoubling  the  ufelefs  efforts  of  this 
ridiculous  afiault ;  in  which,  although  they 
<came  never  a  whit  neater  their  purpofe,  they 
flattered  themfelves  that  every  moment  their 
labours  would  be  crowned  with  fuccefs.  Every 
thing  wa$  in  an  uproar  in  the  ftreets  of  Bag¬ 
dad  ;  and,  as  the  people  were  not  let  into  the 
fecret  of  the  matter,  they  imagined  that  the 
feftivai  of  the  knight  with  the  fable  arms 
ftill  continued,  and  that  the  fiege  of  Damafcus 
was  reprefented  by  the  burlefque  fealade  which 
was  going  on  at  the  houfe  of  Simouftapha. 

Haroun  expected  the  victim  every  moment, 
and  had  refolved  to  facrifice  him,  without  giving 

him 
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him  time  to  fpeak.-  One  may  eafily  imagine 
what  was  his  impatience  ;  the  rumour  and  the 
noife  brought  to  his  ears  reports  always  more 
ridiculous  and  exaggerated ;  his  une aline fs  c- 
qualled  the  defire  of  vengeance  which  he  had 
formed. 

On  the  contrary,  the  inner  part  of  Simou- 
ftapha’s  houfe  was  fo  quiet  that  you  could 
have  heard  the  motion  of  a  fly.  As  foon  as 
the  genii  perceived  the  ftratagem  of  Mefrour 
to  difeover  the  route  of  the  princefs,  they  took 
the  neceflary  precautions  to  flielter  the  houfe 
againft  the  firft  'furprife,  and  immediately  con¬ 
veyed  llfetilfone  into  the  palace  of  the  caliph  in 
the  midft  of  a  fog,  which  intercepted  the  efFeft 
of  the  phofphorus.  The  cloud  of  vapour 
refted  upon  the  palace ;  the  afiailants  become 
ftupid  ;  and  the  caliph  himfelf  is  deprived  of  his 
ufual  activity. 

The,  Indian  prince  confults  the  genius  of  the 
box,  and  of  the  ring,  upon  the  means  of  protec¬ 
tion  for  next  day;  and  quietly  gives  himfelf  up  to 
fweet  repofe,  under  the  immediate  protection  of 
the  Star  of  the  Seven  Seas. 

The  day  at  laft  appears  :  Simouftapha  repairs 
to  the  terrace  of  his  houfe  to  enjoy  the  mor¬ 
ning  fun ;  he  deferies  Giafar  and  Mefrour  in  the 
crowd  ;  he  calls  them,  and  addrefies  the  lat¬ 
ter. 
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,  u  Sublime  miniftcr !”  fays  he,  u  why  do  yen 
furround  the  houfc  of  a  Muflidman,  devoted 
to  the  will  of  the  commander  of  the  faith¬ 
ful?  I  charge  you  to  tell  him,  that  if  hewilhes 
to  have  poffeflion  of  my  perfon,  he  muft  raife 
this  fiege ;  I  will  then  deliver  myfelf  into  his 
hands” 

Mefrour  repairs  to  the  palace,  and  advifes 
the  caliph  to  accept  a  condition  which  would 
put  the  inchanter  in  his  powers  Orders  are 
blued  to  the  judge  of  the  police,  who  retires 
immediately  with  all  his  people;  and  the  foa¬ 
ling  ladders,  thrown  down,  are  left  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  wall. 

When  all  the  pafiages  are  free,  Simouftapha 
goes  out  by  one  of  the  doors,  which  broke  open 
immediately,  and  proceeds,  without  betraying 
the  lead  fymptom  of  fear,  towards  the  palace  of 
the  caliph. 

Haroun  is  furpriled  at  the  audacity  of  the 
magician ;  he  does  not  wifh  to  fee  him,  but 
orders  him  to  be  beheaded  in  the  middle  of 
the  firft  court  of  the  palace,  in  prefence  of  all 
the  people  who  fhould  be  aflembled  tliere^ 
The  inner  guard  feizes  the  Indian  prince,  who 
prefents  his  hands  to  the  irons  with  which  he 
was  to  be  loaded ;  the  executioner  lays  hold  of 
him,  and  takes  off  his  turban,  in  order  to  bind 

the 
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the  fatal  veil; upon  his  eyes  }  the  handkerchief 
of  the  calipl}  is  under  the  turban/ 

Giafar  and  Mefrour  inftantly  recolleft  it  * 
the  people  who  had  feen  the  model  at  the 
mock  feftival  exclaimed,  w  See  the  handker¬ 
chief  of  the  knight  of  the  fable  arms  !”  A  cir- 
cumftance  Hill  more  fmgular  folicits  the  attend 
tion  of  the  grand  vizir  \  Simoultapha  had  upon, 
his  head  a  fillet  fet  with  precious  ftones,  and  a 
magnificent  diamond  which  he  had  got  from 
the  caliph. — Giafar  pronounced  with  a  lottd 
voice  the  Words  which  Were  engraved  upon  the 
fillet,  u  Given  by  the  caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid 
t(  to  his  nephew  Simouftapha,  fon  of  the  great 
“  king  of  the  Indies.” 

A  confufed  noife  was  heard  from  every  quar¬ 
ter  :  u  It  is  the  fon  of  the  king  of  the  Indiesf* 
they  exclaimed ;  u  it  is  the  prince  Simoufta¬ 
pha  !” 

In  the  mean  time,  Mefrour  had  carried  the 
handkerchief  to  the  caliph :  <£  Who  has  de¬ 
livered  to  you  that  handkerchief  ?”  fays  the  fo- 
vereign  eagerly. — “  It  was  on  the  head  of  the 
man  whom  you  have  condemned.” — “  Are  my 
orders  executed  ?” — “  No,  Sire  ;  I  come  to  re¬ 
ceive  them.” — “  Fly,  run,  Mefrour ;  preferve 
the  life  of  the  generous  warrior  who  laved  mine* 
Inftantly  conduct  him  to  me” 

M  2 
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Giafar  had  anticipated  his  orders  j  the  fur- 
piife  and  the  cries  of  the  people  had  induced 
him  to  bring  Simouftapha  into  the  prefence  of 
the  caliph :  The  prince  arrived  at  the  foot  of 
the  throne  y  and  the  firft  object  which  ft  ruck 
the  commander  of  the  faithful  was  the  dia¬ 
mond  which  had  formerly  been  fent  to  the 
great  king  of  the  Indies. 

“  What !”  faid  he  to  Simouftapha,  “  are  you 
the  fon  of  my  brother  the  king  of  the  Indies  ?” 
■ — u  You  fee  it  to  be  the  cafe,  moft  glorious 
caliph  !” — “  And  are  you  the  warrior  to  whom 
I  owe  my  honour  and  my  life.” — *  Behold  the 
wound  I  received  before  Damafcus,  and  which 
was  the  occahon  of  your  beftowing  upon  me 
fuch  tokens  of  friendlhip.” — “  And  are  you  al¬ 
io  the  admirer  of  my  daughter  Ilfetilfone  ?” — 
u  You  fee  her  ftave  and  your’s.” 

“  May  a  thoufand  thanks  be  rendered  to  the 
great  prophet !”  exclaimed  the  caliph>  “  Is  it 
you  then,  Simouftapha,  whom  I  have  cherifh- 
ed  from  your  infancy,  and  to  whom  I  have  de¬ 
ft  ined  the  hand  of  my  daughter  ?  You  could 
have  had  no  rival  but  the  knight  of  the  fable 
arms,  and  you  are  that  fame  knight,  whofe 
fervices  I  never  thought  that  I  could  have  fuf- 
ftciently  rewarded  with  the  hand  of  Ilfetilfone, 
and  the  richeft  crown  of  the  eaft  !  I  hold  in 
my  arms  the  object  of  my  gratitude,  and  that 
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of  my  love :  Ah !  why  conceal  yoUrfelf  from 
pie  under  the  appearance  of  a  cook  ? 

«  Moft  illuftrious  commander  of  the  faithful,” 
replied  Simouflapha,  “  the  divine  charms  of  II- 
fetiifone  early  made  a  lively  Impreflion  on  my 
foul :  Scarcely  was  fhe  animated  with  the  firfl 
breath  of  life,  wheit  I  felt  myfelf  inflamed 
with  love  i  the  defire  of  poflefling  her  bore  ab- 
folute  fway  in  my  heart.  A  fage  Perfian,  of 
whom  I  was  the  pupil,  pointed  out  to  me  the 
road  to  happinefs;  and  propofed  that  I  fliould  go 
to  Bagdad,  and  there  breathe  the  only  air  which 
would  agree  with  my  health,  which  declined 
every  day.  As  my -father  put  the  moft  com¬ 
plete  confidence  in  him,  he  eafily  obtained  his 
confent,  by  concealing  from  him  the  true  mo¬ 
tive  of  an  abferice  upon  Which  my  repofe  and 
felicity  depended.  Thanks  to  his  contrivance, 
the  fon  of  a  great  king  of  the  Indies  fixed 
himfelf  in  a  fituation  to  which  he  owed  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  and  being  feen  by  her  whom 
he  addred. 

“  Death  foon  deprived  me  of  that  wife  gover- 
nour,  but  it  could  not  rob  me  of  the  fecrets  with 
which  he  intrufted  me :  Young,  the  dupe  of  my 
paflion,  inexperienced,  I  fell  a  victim  to  love. — 
If  this  offend  you,  and  wound  the  too  fen- 
fible  heart  of  a  father,  my  head  is  at  your  feet* 
punifh  it  alone ;  but  I  implore  your  paternal 
M  3  affection 
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affe&ion  for  the  innocent  princefs,  whofe  whole- 
fault  confifts  in  her  love  for  Simouftapha.” 

The  caliph,  moved  with  fuch  an  affeCfing 
acknowledgment,  tenderly  lifts  up  the  young- 
prince,  and  having  embraced  him  afrelh,  “Come, 
my  dear  fon!  faid  he  to  him,  let  us  diffipate 
the  grief  you  have  occasioned  j  let  your  pre¬ 
fence  difpel  the  clouds  which  have  raifed  im¬ 
proper  fufpicions  in  the  heart  of  the  moft  af¬ 
fectionate  of  mothers.” 

Zobeida  was  alone  with  her  daughter,  and 
was  demanding  from  her  an  explanation  of 
the  conduft  of  the  old  governefs,  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  Indian  prince  .entered  to  dif- 
fufe  joy  and  delight.  Simouftapha,  with  the* 
royal  fillet  on  his  head,  and  difplaying  the  brilliant 
tafiel  with  which  it  ii  ornamented,  was  introduced 
10  the  wife  of  the  caliph  and  her  daughter. — . 
c<  Receive  from  the  hands  of  the  great  pro¬ 
phet  and  mine,”  faid  their  fovereign,  “  you,  a 
fbn-in-law,  and  you;  a  hufband.  This  is  Simou-t 
ftapha,  the  fon  of  the  great  king  of  the  Indies,, 
the  moft  ancient,  the  moft  powerful,  and  the 
moft  faithful  of  iriy  allies.”  Then  addrelling 
himfelfto  Ids  attendants.:  “  Get  the  cadi  and 
the  mufti  inftantly -Open  the  mofques  : — Let 
all  my  people  celebrate  this  joyful  feftival  '» — 
Let  the  poOr  receive  my  alms  : — Let  all  Bag- 
dad  participate  of  the  joy  of  the  fovereign ;  and 

let 
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let  it  diffufe  itfelf  into  the  moft  remote  quarters 
of  my  empire.  Behold  my  deliverer !  my  fon 
In-law,  and  the  protestor  of  the  ftandard  *of  re¬ 
ligion  i  The  duty  of  gratitude  is  above  every 
. .*  ii-  t  ^mvcdhnr  tsiiir.o 

Ilfctilfone  and  her  hufband  are  lodged  m  the 
moft  beautiful  apartment  of  the  palace  ;  he  par¬ 
takes  of  the  labours  and  the  amufements  of  the 
caliph;  fits  at  his  right  hand  in  the  divan  j 
and  nothing  is  done  without  his  advice.  An  un¬ 
limited  confidence  eftablifhes  between  them  a 
perfeCt  intimacy. 

The  caliph  did  not  fail  to  inform  himfelf  of 
all  the  extraordinary  means  ufed  by  his  fon-in- 
law  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  wifhes.  Simouftapha 
owns  his  fupematural  protection  ;  he  tells  him 
of  the  queen  of  the  genii,  of  the  powers  that 
were  inclofed  in  the  box  and  in  the  ring  ;  but 
he  conceals  the  complaifafcce  o^Namouna,  and 
the  part  fhe  had  afted  in  the  intrigue.  It  is 
eafy  to  perceive  the  reafons  for  this  con- 
nl  $dl  t<»  grrbi  lo  aol  5di 

Haroun,  already  familiarifed  to  marvellous 
adventures,  eafily  believed  Simouftapha.  He 
did  not  blame  him  for  availing  himfelf  of  ma* 
gic,  the  ftudy  of  which  he  had  encouraged  in 
his  court.  He  found  fault  with  him,  however,  for 
having  negle&ed  to  inform  the  king  of  the  Indies 
of  the  fortune  qf  his  only  fon.  “  His  inquie- 
M  mdejT 
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tilde,”  anfwered  the  prince,  “  muft  be  very 
much  alleviated  by  looking  upon  the  rofe- 
bufh  which  my  tutor  Benalab  left  in  the  gar¬ 
den  of  the  palace ;  It  gives  a  daily  account  of 
my  adventures,  fortunate  or  not ;  and,  fince  I 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  loaded  with 
the  favours  of  the  greateft  fovereign  upon  earth, 
the  bufh  muft  this  day  fhcrw  him  that  I  have 
attained  the  fummit  of  profperity. 

Simouftapka  thought  very  juftly  in  this  re- 
Qjeft.  The  kiug  and  queen  of  the  Indies  con¬ 
templated  the  rofe-bufh  every  day  ;  it  only  caft 
off  the  flowers  with  which  it  was  loaded,  to  give 
way  to  more  beautiful  ones;  and  thus  they  con- 
foled  themfelves  during  the  abfence  of  their 
fbn,  convinced  that  nothing  bad  had  befallen 
him.  This  day  they  were  very  agreeably  fur- 
prifed ;  they  faw  a  blofTom  of  a  rofe,  already 
blown,  expand  ftill  more  frefh  and  brilliant. 
This  phenomenon  appeared  to  them  quite  ex¬ 
traordinary,  but  it  wonld  have  been  neceffary 
for  them  to  have  been  at  Bagdad,  in  order  to 
find  out  the  meaning  of  it. 

Ilfetilfone  had  juft  given  birth  to  a  young 
prince;  Simouftapha,  Haroun,  and  Zobeida- 
were  full  of  joy ;  all  the  faithful  Muflulmans. 
celebrate  with  feftivals  this  happy  event.  The 
caliph  named  the  child  H aroun-Ben- Alrafchi d . 

The 
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The  queen  of  the  genii  prefided  at  his  birth, 
and  endowed  him  with  her  art.  In  the  mean 
while,  the  commander  of  the  faithful  and  his 
fon-in-law  implored  what  was  more  edential  fox' 
him  in  the  great  mofque  at  Bagdad. 

Every  thing  prefaged  to  the  family  of  the  ca¬ 
liph  an  uninterrupted  courfe  of  profperity  ;  but 
a  cloud  gathered  again  ft  it  in  Egypt.  Naraes, 
the  fon  of  Mamouk  the  magician,  attentive  to 
the  fountain  which  was  to  regulate  h*s  proceed¬ 
ings,  perceived  its  water  troubled  :  He  fent  two 
fpirits  to  the  afliftanee  of  his  father ;  but  the 
water  is  foon  tinged  with  blood;  he  faw  that 
his  power  had  been  ineffectual,  that  Mamouk 
was  dead  ;  he,  therefore,  breathes  nothing  but 
vengeance.  The  laft  chamber,  by  his  magic 
wand,  had  pointed  to  him  all  the  adventures  of 
Mamouk  at  the  houfe  of  Simouftapha  :  He  fur- 
nifhes  himfelf  with  every  thing  that  he  imagines 
can  contribute  to  his  fuccefs,  and  fets  out  for 
Bagdad.  It  is  no  longer  into  the  houfe  of  a 
private  perfon  that  he  muff  introduce  him- 
felf;  it  i$4nto  the  palace  ef  the  cab'ph.  Na¬ 
raes,  it  is  true,  has  a  great  advantage  Over 
his  father :  He  is  powerful  and  aCtivc,  he  has 
no  need  to  have  recourfe  to  fo  many  wiles,  in 
order  to  affociate  another  with  him,  for  the 
firft  who  comes  can  anfwer  his  purpofe, 

Naraes, 
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Naraes,  after  much  fatigue*  and  many  by¬ 
roads,  arrives,  like  his  father,  at  the  Ilfara  and 
the  Aggiala*  Here. a  poor  iilher-man,  -who  has 
taken  nothing  with  his  net  during  the  whole 
day,  is  bemoaning  his  bad  hick  :  How  fhali  he 
be  able  to  maintain  his  family  ? 

The  magician,  who  had  already  difcovered 
the  caufe  of  his  grief,  accofts  him,  and  puts  a 
piece  of  gold  into  his  hand :  u  Confole  yourfelf, 
good  man,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  I  fympathife  with 
you,  in  feeing  you  labour  without  fuccefs ;  but 
you  don’t  know  the  proper  bait :  Quit  your  net, 
take  a  line,  and,  at  the  diftance  of  a  few  paces 
from  hence,  you  will  find,  under  a  rock,  a  fifli 
of  a  lingular  fpecies :  I  am  going  to  collect  a 
little  earth,  of  which  I  will  make  a  ball,  and 
bedew  it  with  a  fixange  fort  of  water.  With 
this  charm  you  mull  let  your  line  fall  from  the 
top  of  the  rock,  and,  by  having  a  little  patience, 
you  will  catch  a  beautiful  filh.  This  uncom¬ 
mon  filh  appears  now  and  then  in  thefe  rivers  \ 
and  this  is  the  feafon  of  ifl  It  is  called  Sul¬ 
tan  Hibraim,  from  the  name-  of  the  patriarch 
who  preferred  its  fpecies.  •  After  you  fhali 
have  taken  it,  you  mull:  not  carry  it  to  the  ca¬ 
liph  5  this  fovereign  contents  himfelf,  upon  the 
whole,  with  too  frugal  fare  ♦,  but  take  my  ad¬ 
vice,  and  fell  it  to  the  prince  Simouftapha,  who 
will  give  you  what  you  alk  for  it ;  I  have  not 

time 


....  \/ 

ARABIAN  TALES.  I4J 

time. to  flop  at  prefent  to  witnefs  your  fuccefs ; 
I  muft  return  to  my  warehoufe.  I  am  the  firfl 
dealer  in  china,  as  you  enter  at  the  right  hand 
by  the  great  gate  of  the  Kan  j  come  to  me  to¬ 
morrow  morning,  I  will  give  you  one  or  two 
bottles  full  of  my  water,  and  we  fhall  perhaps 
fpend  the  day  in  fifhing :  He  now  gives  him 
another  piece  of  gold :  “  Here,  this  will  eom- 
penfate  for  the  time  that  I  may  have  made  you 
lofe  *,  or  it  will  ferve  for  an  earned:  in  what  I 
fhall  employ  you  to-morrow,”  He  now  leaves 
the  fifherman,  who  had  already  ftruck  the 
rock,  and  who  patiently  waits  for  what  Naraes 
had  promifecL 

Simouftapha  and  Ilfetilfone  never  dreamed 
that  a  dangerous  flratagem  was  going  on  againft 
them  at  the  river.  They  had,  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  caliph,  been  paying  a  vifit  to  the 
amiable  fovereign  of  the  genii,  who  had  loaded 
them  with  kindnefs.  Ilfetilfone  had  obferved 
in  the  palace  of  the  queen  of  the  fairies  a  bird 
diftinguifhed  for  its  brilliant  and  variegated 
plumage :  It  had  been  created  in  order  to  inha¬ 
bit  the  terreftrial  paradife ;  but,  having  refufed 
homage  to  Solomon,  that  it  might  pay  it  to 
Kokopilefobe,  it  was  banifhed  to  Ginnifhn  : 
Familiar,  confident,  full  of  charms,  this  beau¬ 
tiful  bird  remembered  ,the  pah,  guefled  at  the 
prefent,  and  forefaw  the  future.  It  fpoke  little; 

but 
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but  what  it  Said  was  very  well  understood  by 
thofe  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  hear  it. 

The  beautiful  princefs  of  the  Indies  became 
very  fond  of  this  bird ;  Setelpedour  eagerly 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  obliging  her  dar¬ 
ling  princefs  anew,  by  praying  her  to  accept  it. 
M  I  give  you,”  faid  ‘the  queen  to  her,  <(  a  very 
interefting  little  creature  ;  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  very  much  inclined  to  attach  itfelf  to  you, 
and  it  will  give  you  excellent  advices ;  take  care 
to  liften  to  them,  and  overlook  none  of  them  *, 
Befides,  although  it  be  at  your  houfe,  and 
in  your  amiable  hands,  it  will  not  believe  that 
it  is  in  exile ;  for  it  has,  I  know  not  how,  got 
into  its  little  head  that  it  will  not  be  able  to 
get  back  to  its  native  country  but  by  travelling 
upon  the  earth.  See,  there  is  its  cage  *,  it  does  not 
Shut.  It  is  impoflible  to  confine  it*,  it  goes  and 
-comes  as  it  pleafes;  but,  before  you  take  it  a- 
way,  it  muii  leave  me  Something  here.  “  Come, 
little  bird,  give  me  two  of  thy  feathers.”  Upon 
this,  the  little  creature  prefents  its  tail,  and 
two-  feathers  remain,  without  her  pulling  them. 


in  therhands  of  the  queen. 

The  two  conforts  having  thanked  the  fairy, 
Set  Out -With  the  bird  and  its  cage  for  the  palace 
of  th«  caliph:  They  enter  into  their  own,  where 
t]he  eunbcft  Hachim,  the  principal  cook,  had 
purchafed  an  excellent  fifh  ftill  alive;  it  is 
'•  called. 
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galled,  faid  he,  Sultan  Ilibraim,  becaufe  the 
patriarch  regaled  Mahomet  with  it  at  Medina* 
The  excellent  cook  gave  but  a  very  indiftinfr 
accoimt  of  its  genealogy,  for,  probably,  he  re¬ 
ceived  no  better  from  the  fiflierman  j  but  he 
had  given  fixty  fequins  for  the  fifh. 

Every  body  was  curious  to  fee  this  creature ; 
it  was  allowed  to  bathe  in  a  large  filver  ba^ 
fon,  in  the  water  of  the  river  from  whence 
it  was  taken,  The  water  in  which  it  wa?  Teem¬ 
ed  to  be  filled  with  topaz,  rubies,  and  eme¬ 
ralds  :  Its  head  appeared  to  be  covered  with  a 
helmet  of  gold,  the  creft  of  which  was  fet  with 
pearls :  The  fhell  of  the  half  of  its  body,  being 
a  great  deal  larger  than  that  towards  its  tail, 
tinged  with  purple,  and  embroidered  with  gold, 
exhibited  a  fuperb  covering ;  its  fins,  which 
were  of  the  colour  of  coral,  were  hlended  with 
fpots  of  an  azure  hue. 

“  O  what  a  beautiful  fifh !  How  exqui- 
Tite !”  exclaimed  Simouflapha  and  Ilfetilfone 
by  turns, 

Fy,  fy,  fy,  fy  1  cried  the  bird  in  its  own  lan¬ 
guage,  and  with  a  tone  impatient  to  pierce  their 
ears. 

tx  This  beautiful  bird  has  q.  difgufting  cry,” 
faid  the  princefs  *,  “  it  gives  me  a  head-ach. — 
But  fee  here  is  £  beautiful  fifh !  look  at  its  eye, 
it  has  fomething  tender.” 

Vol.  II. 
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“  Bad,  bad,  bad,  bad !  cried  the  bird,  in  a 
tone  ftill  more  piercing.” 

C(  My  dear  Simouftapha,”  faid  the  princefs, 
“  if  this  bird  has  fuch  a  piercing  note,  I  fhall 
not  be  able  to  keep  it :  I  like  this  fifh  a  great 
deal  better/7 

“  Worfe,  worfe,  worfe,  Worfe !”  cried  the 
bird,  increafing  every  time  the  eagernefs  of  the 
.notes  which  proceeded  from  its  little  gullet. 

Oh !  the  foolifh  bird,  notwithflanding  its 
beautiful  plumage,  faid  Ilfetilfone. — We  have  a 
refervoir  for  our  baths,  I  will  keep  iny  charm¬ 
ing  fifh  there :  I  will  feed  it  with  my  own 
hand.  Do  they  call  thee  fultan  ?  thou  fhalt  be 
my  fultan. 

“  No,  no,  no,  no  l”  cried  the  bird,  quite 
provoked  \  and,  flying  at  the  fame  time  out  of 
its  cage,  it  darts  into  the  bafon,  at  the  rifk  of 
drowning  itfelf,  and  deflroys  the  eyes  of  the 
'fifh.  It  attacks  its  head,  and  tears  off  the  pearls 
of  the  creil  difplayed  upon  the  helmet :  The 
fifh  refills ;  Ilfetilfone  wifhes  to  defend  it ;  but 
the  bird  efcapes  from  her,  and  pecks  the  fifli 
in  allthe  moft  tender  parts  of  its  body:  The 
princefs  catches  it  at  laft,  and,  for  fear  of  let¬ 
ting  it  efcape  again,  fhe  fqueezes  it  fo  clofe  in 
her  hands  as  to  fuffocatc  it. 

Simofiflffpha,  who  fees  this  fcene,  knows  not 
what  to  think  of  the  bird  and  the  fifh ;  the  lat- 

ter. 
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ter,  although  expiring,  ft  ill  reftfted,  and  the  ba- 
fon  was  filled  with  its  blood  :  They  no  longer 
perceived  the  fifh ;  the  prince,  terrified  with  this 
prodigy,  calls  the  genius  of  the  ring,  which  ap¬ 
pears  immediately. 

Inform  me,  fays  Simouftapha,  from  whence 
is  this  quantity  of  blood  that  this  fifh  has  loft, 
and  ft  ill  lofes  ? 

M  This  bird,”  anfwered,  the  genius,  «  has 
delivered  you  frpm  a  man  who  came  here  in 
order  to  afTaflinate  you :  He  is  the  Egyptian 
Naraes,  the  fon  of  Mamouk,  the  laft  of  your 
enemies.  He  transformed  himfelf  into  a  fifh, 
and  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  taken  by  the  poor 
fifherman  who  brought  him  to  you.” 

“  Carry  him  in  this  fame  bafon,”  faid  the 
prince,  u  to  the  queen  of  the  genii,  that  fhe 
may  do  with  him  what  fhepleafes.”  The  Have 
inftantly  difappears,  in  order  to  execute  the  or¬ 
ders  of  his  mafter. 

Simouftapha  had  not  had  time  to  caft  his 
eyes  upon  his  wife  ;  he  perceives  her  forrowful, 
and  eager  to  recover  the  bird  which  fhe  had 
deprived  of  life ;  fhe  attempts  to  warm  it  in  her 
bofom,  and  her  eyes  are  bathed  with  tears. 
“  What  is  the  matter  with  you  ?”  afked  the 
prince. 

“  I  have  been  very  unfortunate  !”  faid  fhe 
to  him  *,  H  I  have  killed  this  charming,  this  ex~ 
N  2  cellent 


t 48  jc*Amkx  wt m 

eellent  bird,  which  devoted  its  life  to  preferve 
mine.  Befides,  the  queen  of  the  genii  parted 
with  it,  to  give  it  up  to  an  unreafonable  fan- 
taftic  being,  to  a  murdering  hand !  I  {hall 
never  have  the  confidence  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  my  oenefaXrefs  again :  How  I  pity  you, 
my  dear  Simouflrapha !  the  queeri,  your  box, 
your  ring,  and  your  wifdom,  might  have  de¬ 
fended  you  from  your  enemies ;  but  who  fhall 
be  able  to  fcreen  you  from  the  dangers  which 
may  refult  from  my  caprice  ?” 

“  Your  wife  reflexions,”  anfwered  the  prince, 
more  affoXed  by  the  forrow  of  his  wife  than 
by  the  dangers  to  which  he  had  been  expofed, 
“Why  lay  the  whole  blame  upon  yourfelf  ?  Ought 
not  I  to  blame  myfelf  for  not  having  given  you 
proper  cOunfel  ?  In  the  fituation  in  which  we 
fland,  expofed  to  dangerous  furprlfes,  fhould  I 
have  given  ear  to  the  ridiculous  hiftory  which  the 
eunuch  gave  us  of  that  fifh  ?  I  who,  inftruXed 
by  my  experience,  have  been  deceived  Iby  the 
beauty  of  a  fruit  which  I  had  brought  into  my 
houfe,  why  fhould  I  negleX  to  have  recourfe 
to  my  box,  inftead  of  admiring,  like  you,  thes 
beautiful  fhell  of  a  difguifed  monfter !  Mode¬ 
rate  your  forrow,  my  dear  Ilfetilfone,  that  I 
may  appear  excufable  in  my  own  eyes  :  It  is  my 
duty  to  go  and  throw  inyfelf  at  the  feet  of  the 

queen 
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queen  of  the  genii,  to  obtain  pardon  for  my 
culpable  negleft.” 

“  You  fhall  not  go  far,”  faid  Setelpedour, 
prefenting  herfelf  fuddenly  to  the  two  confoirts, 
i(  you  reproach  yourlelves  fo  lincerely  for  your 
faults  that  it  were  cruelty  to  make  you  feel 
them  any  more;  embrace  me,  and  let  us  be 
wifer  for  the  future.” 

But  this  beautiful  bird  !  faid  the  princefs  for- 
rowfully.r — I  have  taken  care  of  it,  faid  the 
queen ;  here  are  two  feathers  which  I  have  re- 
ferved,  in  cafe  its  courage  fhould  expofe  it  too 
much  to  danger :  We  have  a  remedy  for  fairy- 
birds.  Setelpedour  at  the  fame  time  takes  the 
animal,  and  returns  it  its  two  feathers:  The 
bird  is  inftantly  upon  its  legs;  it  fpreads  its 
wings,  fhakes  them,  exults  for  joy,  flutters  up 
and  down  the  apartment,  and  reds  alternately 
on  the  fhoulders  of  the  fairy,  the  finger  of  Si- 
mouftapha,  and  the  bofbm  of  the  princefs, 
chirping  in  its  own  language  the  pleafures  of 
its  re-animation :  It  returns  into  the  cage* 
where  it  begins  to  eat,  and  forthwith  emits  the 
mod:  melodious  notes. 

Ilfetilfone  by  degrees  refumed  her  gaiety  r 
(C  My  good  friends,”  fays  the  queen,  u  we  will 
fup,  and  fpend  part  of  the  night  together :  I 
cannot  be  long  abfent  from  Ginniftan  \  and  I 
wifh  to  employ,  to  the  bed;  advantage,  all  the 
N  3  time 
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"time  which  I  can  fpare  from  it :  -Simouftapha 
will  caufe  us  be  ferved  by  Jemal  and  his  little 
mute  •,  let  us  leave  pomp  to  tliofe  who  know 
not  the  value  of  liberty.  Betides,  I  muft  not 
be  Teen  by  every  body  *,  my  fubjefts  already 
complain  that  I  am  too  fond  of  the  -.earth ;  and 
we  have  affairs  to  converfe  about  which  require 
Tlence  and  fecrecy.” 

/  Setelpedour  feated  herfelf  between  the  con- 
forts,  whom  the  loaded  with  friendly  careffes : 
She  relates  to  them  the  vengeance  fhe  had  indit¬ 
ed  upon  the  magician  Naraes ;  for  fhe  had  chain¬ 
ed  him  with  Dafouk,  that  deteftable  genius,  the 
affociate  and  the  accomplice  of  all  the  crimes  of 
the  Egyptian :  They  had  been  tumbled  into  the 
lake  of  brimftone,  where  the  father  of  Naraes 
had  ended  his  days.  “  Your  dangers  are  leflen- 
ed,w  added  the  queen  \  f<  but  you  are  not  yet 
fecure  againft  them  all ;  in  proportion,  as  I  de¬ 
liver  you  from  your  enemies,  my  partiality  for 
you  'conftantly  raifes  up  new  ones. 

u  Hitherto  I  have  had  nothing  but  the  na¬ 
tural  innate  malice  of  my  fubje£b  to  dread: 
Now  it  is  neceffary  to  prevent  their  ftratagems  ; 
they  affect  to  defpife  my  orders  ;  I  watch  them, 
and  a  bright  ray  muft  immediately  dart  through 
their  dark  defigns.  At  prefent  I  explain  myfelf 
no  farther 5  I  muft  provide  for  my  own  fecu- 
rity  above  all  things,  and  difeover  the  dangers 
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■which  threaten  me :  It  is  now  of  the  greateft 
importance,  my  dear  Simouftapha,  to  be  affii- 
red  of  your  affection.” 

“  My  heart  is  vour’s,”  exclaimed  the  prince 
with  emotion,  fcarcely  raafter  of  his  joy.  u  I 
will  never  banilh  the  dear  Ilfetilfone,”  re¬ 
plied  Setelpedour. — u  I  will,  remain  with  you,” 
faid  Ilfetilfone,  te  in  order  to  enable  you  to 
complete  your  conqueft  5  efpoufe  Simouftapha  ; 
preferve  the  throne  on  which  you  are  feated, 
and  I  fhall  be  at  the  fummit  of  my  wifhes.” 

“  What  fay  you  to  it,  prince?”  fays  the 
queen. — u  I  belong  to  Ilfetillone,  who  may  dif- 
pofe  of  me  as  £he  pieafes,”  added  Simouftapha. 

“  Charming  couple  !”  exclaimed  Setelpe¬ 
dour ;  c<  the  one  had  convinced  me  that  uianr 
may  be  paftionately  loved,  the  other  reconciles 
me  to  every  female.  You  make  me  feel  the 
power  of  merit  upon  virtuous  hearts  !  Adieu,” 
fays  Ihe,  riling  from  table ;  u  be  feeling,  noble, 
and  generous  :  To  you  I  am  indebted  for  the 
moft  exquifite  joys;  no  imprudence  of  mine 
fhall  ever  diftrefs  you l”«  Setelpedour  leaved 
them,  carrying  with  her  the  plighted  faith  of 
the  conforts,  who,  on  that  account,  are  no  lefs 
dear  to  each  other. 

We  will  omit  an  account  of  the  fenfatidns 
which  the  three  lovers  felt  at  parting,  their  dai- 
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ly  vifits,  the  moments  which  Setelpedour  could 
fleai  from  the  concerns  of  her  court. 

The  months  roll  on  without  any  remarkable 
event,  and  without 'any  particular  emotion,  ei¬ 
ther  of  paflion  or  of  intereft.  Simouftapha  be¬ 
held,  with  pleafure,  his  charming  family  increafe 
around  him,  which  was  augmented  with  a 
daughter.  He  was  clofely  engaged  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  ftate,  the  load  of  which  fell,  in  a  great 
meafure,  upon  him  ;  and,  when  he  did  not  go 
to  Ginnifian,  he  exercifed  himfelf  in  the  amule- 
ments  of  the*chace.~ 

Having  forgot  the  dangers  which  he  had  fur- 
mounted,  he  overlooked  the  ftratagems  to 
which  he  was  expofed.  He  was  perhaps  too 
vain  in  not  conftantly  confiding  in  the  aid 
winch  he  might  have  expected  from  his  ring 
or  hisbox.  Armed  with  his  feymitar,  and  mount¬ 
ed  upon,  his  beautiful  heed,  he  rejoiced  in  truft- 
ing  his  fortune  and  the  ftrength  of  his  arm  to 
the  dilplay  of  his  courage.  He  had  read  in 
the  inftrudlions  of  Benalab  a  maxim  which  ten¬ 
ded  to  infpire  him  with  felf-confidence.  “  When 
man’s  own  powers  are  fufficient,  he  ought  to  have 
no  recourfe  to  fupernatural  aid.”  The  fage  fhould 
have  added,  “  when  furpernatural  aid  fhall 
have  added  frefh  vigour  to  your  faculties,  never 
let  fall  your  arms.”  But  Benalad  had  not  fore- 
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feen  every  tiling ;  Benalab  could  not  write  eve* 
ry  thing* 

One  day,  at  the  chace,  Simduflapha  met  with 
a  flag  $  he  attacks  it,  but  it  flies  off  with  ama¬ 
zing  fpecd.  The  horfc,  however,  which  car¬ 
ried  the  prince*  foon  gets  within  reach  of  it*  a 
javelin  is  launched,  and  it  is  wounded  upon  the 
fhOulder.  The  javelin,  though  It  pierces  it 
through,  is  fixed  in  fuch  a  fitaation  as  not  in  the 
leait  to  retard  the  animal,  which  now  doubles  its 
fpced.  The  courfer  too  which  purfued  it  does 
not  lofe  an  inch  of  ground.  One  would  fay 
that  one  flafh  of  lightening  was  preceded  by  a- 
nother.  The  prince  lofes  breath  ;  but  the  ar¬ 
dour  with  which  he  is  animated  augments  his 
vigour,  and  he  is  inftantly  out  of  reach  of  his 
people.. 

At  laft,  at  the  clofe  of  the  day,  the  flag  flops, 
and  on  a  fudden  difippears  •,  a  violent  guft  of 
wind  throws  the  prince  from  his  horfe,  and 
clofe  befide  him  he  finds  a  frightful  beaft.  The 
ears  of  this  monfter  fell  upon  its  breaft;  its  terri¬ 
ble  mouth  extended  from  ear  to  ear ;  its  lips  were 
enormoufly  thick  j  and  its  flat  noftrils  exhaled 
an  infe&iqus  vapour.  In,  the  middle  of  a  large 
forehead,  it  had  an  eye  which  fupplied  the  place 
of  the  departing  day  ;  for  it  diffufed  a  pale  light 
like  that  emitted  from  the  fulphurcous  combul- 
tibles  of  a  volcano. 

Upon 
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Upon  feeing  this  ghaftly  fpe&re,  Simoufta- 
pha  firft  recommended  his  foul  to  God,  in¬ 
voking  him  by  Mahomet,  and  then  faced  it  with 
intrepidity.  The  fpectre  appeared  to  be  afto- 
nifhed  with  his  fortitude,  but  was  no  lefs  con¬ 
fident  of  victory  over  a  man  who  was  alone, 
and  almoft  difarmed.  ' 

Defpicable  Muftulman !  faid  the  fpe&re  to 
him,  flave  of  a  flave  !  thou  mud  juft  now  fuf- 
fer  the  punifhment  which  hath  been  already  de-^ 
nounced  againft  Benalab  thy  mafter  *,  thou,  muft 
receive  the  chaftifement  which  is  due  to  thy  pride 
for  ever  prefuming  to  command  the  genii, 
whom  thou  art  unworthy  to  obey ;  thou  muft 
here  anfwer  for  thy  infolence,  thy  injuftice,  the 
tyranny  of  thy  deceitful  queen  Setelpedour, 
againft  my  mafter,  the  great  BahlifboulL 
Fall!  die  his  victim,  and  his  fiave !  At 
thefe  words,  the  hateful  monfter  raifes  its  enor¬ 
mous  club,  the  knobs  of  which  are  pointed  with 
diamonds,  and  prepares  to  difpatch  Simoufta- 
pha  :  The  valiant  prince  avoids  the  blow,  and 
with  his  feymitar  cleaves  the  fpeftre  from  the 
crown  of  the  head  to  the  waift. 

In  an  inftant,  the  ears  of  Simouftapha  are  ftun- 
ned  with  hideous  fhrieks  and  howlings,  which  the 
horrible  darknefs  With  which  he  was  furround- 
ed  rendered  ftill  more  frightful.  But  the  con¬ 
queror  of  the  fpe&re  is  not  to  be  terrified  :  His 
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freed  approached  it,  and  demonftratcd  by  his 
neighings,  and  the  kindnefs  he  {hows  to  his 
mafter,  how  he  exulted  in  the  victory.  The 
bowlings  ceafe,  the  illufton  is  diflipated ;  but, 
unfortunately,  the  Indian  prince  falls  a  prey  to 
real  dangers. 

Simouftapha,  furrounded  with  the  (hades  of 
night,  and  unable  to  obferve  any  of  the  places 
which  he  had  hurried  over  on  his  fwift  freed,  is 
perfectly  ignorant  where  he  is.  He  finds  it  im- 
poflible  for  him  to  judge  at  what  diftance  he  is 
from  Bagdad.  Worn  out  with  fatigue,  he  lies 
down  upon  the  grafs:  He  waits  for  the  ariling 
of  Aurora,  that  next  morning  he  may  direCt 
his  cotirfe  towards  Bagdad,  and  lets  his  freed 
range  in  queft  of  food  around  him. 

The  prince  now  perceives  his-'  imprudence  in 
venturing  out  alone  without  his  box  and  his 
ring.  The  power,  ho  we  very  which  rendered 
him  conqueror  of  the  monfter,  and  which  had 
enabled  him  to  cleave  the  fpeftre  in  two,  re¬ 
animates  him.  He  fteep3  under  the  protection 
of  that  power  which  deftroyed  the  infernal 
monfters,  by  the  intervention  of  the  meaneft 
atom. 

Simouftapha  was  very  far  from  believing  that 
he  was  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from'  the  princefs* 
that  it  would  take  him  years  to  reach  her  by 
the  ordinary  route.  A  powerful  charm  had 
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transported  him  to  the  fummit  of  Mount  Cau- 
cafus. 

The  fpe&rc,  which  had  been  enjoined  by 
Baldifboull  to  deftroy  the  Indian  prince,  having 
transformed  itfelf  into  a  flag,  hurried  him  a- 
Jong  in  the  purfuit.  It  allowed  itfelf  to  be  ftruck 
with  the  jayelin  which  was  launched  at  it,  and 
inftantly  enchanted  the  hand  which  threw  it  \ 
thus  the  confort  of  the  beautiful  Hfetilfone, 
-bound  by  the  charm,  was  carried  along  with 
the  fame  rapidity  as  the  fpeCtre  itfelf. 

Whilft  Simouftapha  was  in  the  arms  of  fweet 
Beep,  the  fpirits,  who  had  witneffed  the  com¬ 
bat  in  which  their  matter  had  fallen,  having 
become  weak  on  account  of  his  defeat,  winged 
their  way  to.  the  defarts  of  Upper  Egypt,  whir 
ther  their  chief  had  retired.  Such  a  diforderly 
and  inftant  return,  throws  Bahlifboull  into  great 
confirmation  *,  but,  upon  hearing  the  particulars 
of  the  combat,  when  he  finds  that  Raftras  was 
deft  by  the  Indian  prince,  he  flies  into  the  moft 
^violent  rage.  He  meditates  on  every  fcheme 
of  vengeance  that  might  tend  to  efface  the  in- 
fult  offered  to  his  power.  Since  their  enchant¬ 
ments  have  no  effect,  the  hero  mutt  be  befet 
with  ordinary  dangers,  by  rendering  his  route 
almoft  impracticable.  He  mutt  be  exhauft- 
ed  by  fatigue  and  hunger  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
defpair  may  fucceed  thefe  two  calamities :  He 
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mu  ft  fall  a  prey  ta  ferocious  animals,  when  the 
want  of  ftrength  fhall  abandon  him  defencelefs 
to  their  fury  !  But  Setelpedour  iftuft  be  ignorant 
both  of  the  time  and  place  of  fo  great  cruelty. 

This  very  inftant  the  old  genius  aflembles 
the  fpirlts  which  had  been  baniihed  into  the 
eountry  which  he  inhabits,  and  whom  he  re¬ 
collected  the  Very  moment  they  arrived.  De¬ 
part,  fays  he  to  them,  and  furround  the  Indian, 
prince,  whom  you  will  find,  as  you  defeend 
Mount  Caucafus,  with  a  thick  fog  which  fiiali 
hinder  him  from  reaching  any  part  of  Ginnif- 
tan.  The  genii  chearfully  obeyed  the  orders 
of  the  maleficent  prince ;  and,  whilft  they  go 
to  (leal  Simouftapha  from  the  genii  who  pro- 
-  Jrted/vir^-|tSetelpedour  fe^s  all  the  cavalry  of 
Bagdad  diipCi.la  tj  VI  Y^fhtds,  and  hampering 
through  the  cities,  the  towns,  the  hamlets,  and 
the  forefts,  in  order  to  demand  him  of  every 
obje&  in  nature,  The  caliph  is  quite  impatient 
to  find  his  fon-in-Iaw,  who  is  dearer  to  him 
than  the  child  whom  he  moll  tenderly  loves. 
He  ipreads  a  report  in  the'  apartment  of  the  fe¬ 
males,  that  Simouftapha  was  obliged  to  depart 
fuddenly",  to  execute  a  fecret  commiflion  for 
him  of  the  Iaft  importance.  Zobeida  and  her 
daughter  might  be  hpodwinked,  but  Setelpe- 
dour  was  net  to  he  impofed  upon. 
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The  queen  of  the  genii  inftantly  difpatches, 
into  the  open  country,  the  moil  active  and  in¬ 
telligent  fpirits  Ihe  had,  and  thofe  whom  ilie 
believed  to  be  ir*oil  devoted  to  her  intereil,  in 
order  to  preferve  a  favourite  whofe  ruin  they 
fecretly  defired.  They  ikim  over  the  whole 
earth,  but  bring  back  no  notice  that  can  alle¬ 
viate  the  dillrefs  of  the  queen  :  They  faw  the 
fog  perfectly  well  which  defcended  from  Mount 
Caucafus,  bnt  none  of  them  took  the  trouble 
to  examine  it.  Setelpedour  is  inconfolable. 

There  was  at  the  court  of  the  genii  an  old 
gnome  named  Bakbak :  She  was  a  great  favour¬ 
ite,  for  ihe  had  nothing  malevolent .  in  her 
temper  $  her  fault  was,  that  ihe  wiihed  to 
know  every  thing,  to  fpeak  co^:^ira3h\ 
upon  every  fubjci,  ^  i^'lttavtbeen  for  a 
long  time  expelled  the  divan,  becaufe  every 
one  there  was  to  fpeak  in  one’s  turn.  She 
had  a  very  young  little  nephew  named  Jazzel* 
whom  ihe  treated  as  if  he  had.  been  her  own 
fon. 

This  gnome  had  taken  part  neither  for  nor 
againft  Setelpedour,  in  order  that  ihe  might 
judge  candidly  of  her  conduct  on  every  occa- 
(ion.  She  heard  of  the  deputation,  which  had 
been  fent  into  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  to 
trace  out  the.  Indian  prince, 
oil;  Ifoirfw  tid  >.Mi  001  iFifhvI 
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“  Go”  faid  fhe  to  Jazzel,  tc  thou  haft  need 
to  pick  up  information ;  thou  haft  wings  quite 
new,  which  will  not  fail  thee  foon ;  fly  front 
one  fide  to  another,  perch  upon  eminences, 
and  thus  thou  fhalt  have  an  extcnftve  profpe^t. 
Glance  upon  the  earth,  and  bring  ine  the  news  ; 
liften  to  the  inhabitants  as  thou  pafleft ;  they 
fpeak  a  great  deal  at  random,  but  a  genius  oUghr 
to  be  able  to  comprehend  part  of  everything. 
Thou  fhalt  afterwards  come  and  give  me  an  ac¬ 
count  of  whatever  thou  fhalt  have  feen  and. 
heard  5  and  if  I  fhall  be  pleafed  with  thee,  I 
will  teach  thee  the  fecret  of  pleafing  her  whom 
thou  loveft  beft.  In  the  mean  time,  I  will 
put  a  fort  of  oil  upon  thy  wings,  which  fhall 
make  thee  flie  four  times  fwifter  than  the  reft. 

Jazzel  fets  out  after  the  genii,  glad  to  try 
his  new  plumage.  He  foars  above  the  reft, 
and  fees  them  feparate  from  one  another  an  or¬ 
der  to  execute  their  commifiion  :  None  of  them 
approaches  the  earth  for  food ;  if  they  alight, 
it  is  for  the  fake  of  repofe.  If  they  come  near 
its  inhabitants*  it  is  to  play  fome  trick  upon 
them  ;  but  they  endeavour  to  pick  up  no  infor¬ 
mation. 

Jazzel  chanced  to  take  the  fame  route  with 
thole  who  were  to  mfpe£t  Mount  Caucafus  ;  he 
perceives  the  fog;  he  wifhes  to  fee  through  it; 
but  it  is  too  thick  for  his  eyes,  which  are 
O  2  not 
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Xiot  as  yet  very  piercing*  Jhe  emjffanes  of 
.Setelpedour  fldm  afqng  far  above  it,  without 
examining  it.  At  length,  having  deferied 
people  at  theffpot  of  the  mountain,  he  flops 
to  hear  what  they  would  fay* 

Behold,  faid  they,  a  very  thick  and  infeo- 
Aious  fog !  How  is  it  poflible  for  it  to  have 
rifea  from  the  fands,  where  there  is  not  a  drop 
of  water  ?  Jt  is  a  very  extraordinary  phenome¬ 
non  }  there  is  furely  fomething  very  malignant 
within  it  *,  it  forebodes  fqme  calamity ! 

Jazzel  picks  up  this  obfervation  as  he  paffes, 
and  continues  his  route  9  to  this  he  adds  other 
trifling  particulars,  collected  here  and  there,  in 
order  that  he  may  be  able  to  give  an  account 
of  them  to  his  old  aunt  y  for  the  fecret  Ihe  had 
promifed  to  difrlole  to  him  flicks  in  his  heart* 
As  foon  as  he  fres  the  emiffaries  of  the  queen 
return,  he  flies  back  to  Bakbak,  and  gives  her 
a  more  faithful  account  of  his  expedition  than 
they  do  of  their’s  to  Setelpedour. 

The.  gnome  weighs  every  circumflance.  “Do 
you  fee,”  fays  fhe,  “  how  the  affairs  of  our  queen 
are  conducted  frnce  fhe  has  got  in  love?~Is 
this  fq  great  a  fault  ?  I  think  that  I  could  par¬ 
don  jt  myfelf. — But,  no,  no,  no. — A  man!  fy, 
a  man !  Well !  there  are  both  good  and  bad ! — 
But,  Jazzel,  do  you  not  tell  me  that  thefe  pea¬ 
sants  were  /peaking  of  the  phenomenon  during 

the 
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the  thick  mift,  and  that  there  was  fomething 
malignant  in  it  ?  I  will  talk  to  our  queen  a- 
bout  it and  immediately  the  old  gnome  trots 
off  to  relate  to  Setelpedour  the  difcoveries  which 
the  young  genius  had  made  in  his  journey. 

The  queen  heard  her  with  patience ;  and,  as 
Toon  as  £he  had  difcovered,  from  the  raving  of 
the  old  Bakbak,  the  negligence  of  her  emiffa- 
ries,  fhe  naturally  prefumes  that  there  is  fome¬ 
thing  fufpicious  in  the  fog.  She  therefore  in- 
ftantly  arms  herfelf  with  her  whole  power,  and 
has  recourfe  to  every  expedient.  Although  a 
great  part  of  her  fubjetts  have  betrayed  her, 
yet,  in  fpite  of  both  them  and  the  elements, 
fhe  fhows  herfelf  to  be  the  grand-daughter  ®f 
Kokopilefobe. 

The  caliph,  on  the  other  hand,  alarmed  by 
the  fraitlefs  refearches  which  he  had  caufed 
be  made,  and  ftill  unable  to  fuggeft  his  fears 
to  Zobeida  and  his  daughter,  availed  himfelf  of 
the  grand  feftival  of  the  Haraphat  *.  Here, 
with  more  than  ufual  folemnity,  he  offers  the 
facrifices,  by  which  the  faithful  Muflulmans 
endeavour  to  procure  the  favours  of  heaven, 
and  the  fignal  protection  of  the  great  prophet. 

O  3  Haroun 

•  Har*pb»t.  A  mountain  of  Arabia,  opon  which 
thofe  who  make  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  commonly 
offer  facrifices.  Here  they  flaughter  the  Yiflimsj  and 
throw  them  down  headlong. 
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Haroun,  furrounded  with  the  mufti,  and  the 
principal  priefts,  facrifices,  with  his  own  hand, 
two  yellow  heifers  fifteen  months  old,  and  two 
fheep  of  the  largeft  kind*  And  he  accompanied 
thefe  teftimonies  of  devotion  with  the  moft  fer¬ 
ment  prayers  for  the  prefervation  and  the  re¬ 
turn  of  Simouftapha.  The  people  re-echo 
them  by  their  vows. 

Whilft  fadnefs  reigns  in  the  palace,  Zobeida 
conceals  her  grief  from  her  daughter.  The 
princefs  finds  herfelf  alone,  and  deftitute  of 
confolatioii ;  the  queen  of  the  genii  corned  no 
more  every  object  around  her  Wears  a  dole* 
ful  afpeft ;  tears  flow  from  every  eye  >  Namou- 
iia  fobs :  IlfetilfonC  can  fupport  it  no  longer ;  fhe 
throws  herfelf  upon  a  fopha,  and  pours  forth 
the  moft  doleful  lamentations. 

“  Peace,  peace,  peace !”  cries  the  beautiful 
bird. — Peace  ?”  fays  fhe,  «  Alas !  there  is  no 
more  peace  for  me :  Simouftapha  is  dead  1” 

<f  No,  no,  no  i”  cried  the  bird. — “  How  f 
charming  bird,  not  dead?  Lives  he  ftill?  Shall  I 
lee  him  again  ?” 

“  Yes,  yes,  yes  1” — u  When  will  that  happy 
moment  arrive  1”  — “Soon,  foon,  foon  !”■ — 
**  How  much  you  comfort  me  !  Weep  no  more 
then,  Tny  good  Namouna,  we  fhall  fee  Simou¬ 
ftapha  again.”  She  then  takes  her  pretty  bird 
and  careftcs  it :  Thou  faveft  my  life,  dear  bird  ! 


ARABIAN  TALES- 

fays  (he  to  it,  and  I  did  every  thing  to  take  a- 
way  thine,  can  I  ever  forgive  myfelf  !M 

it  is  worthy  of  remark*  that*  in  all  the  di- 
ftrefs  of  the  princefs,  no  fufpicion  of  jealpufy 
was  ever  mixed  with  it;  She  had  not  feen 
the  queen  of  the  genii  fince  the  departure  of 
her  hufband,  and  ihe  did  not  imagine  her  ca¬ 
pable  of  carrying  him  off.  Zoheida  was  not 
fo  eafy  in  this  rcfpeft ;  but  die  would  not  dif* 
cover  it.  As  to  the  .caliph,  his  own  reli¬ 
gion,  and  that  of  his  fon-in-law,  removed  his 
fears. 

The  Star  of  the  Seven  Seas  foon  reached  the 
fummit  of  Mount  Caucafus ;  fhe  perceives  the 
fog,  4the  work  of  the  malignant  BahlifbouU, 
The  winds,  which  fhe  raifed  fuddenly,  diflipated 
thefe  vapours :  And  fhe  at  lafl  fees  the  idol  of 
her  foul,  pale,  exhaufled,  deje&ed,  and  in  a  fl* 
tuation  fitted  to  melt  the  moft  obdurate  heart. 

For  ten  day,  Simouftapha,  amid  frightful 
defarts,  could  only  direct  his  courfe  by  the 
fears ;  he  knew  not  what  part  of  the  globe  he 
Was  traverfing :  He  raked  up  the  roots  with  his 
fabre,  or  climbed  the  trees  for  wild  and  un¬ 
known  fruits,  to  abate  the  cravings  of  hunger. 
•He  travelled  the  whole  day,  increafing,  by  his 
own  impatience,  that  of  his  noble  courier :  He 
fell  in  with  an  immenfe  defart;  another  of 
houndlefs  extent  prefents  itfelf  to  his  view  ;  he 
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pafies  the  night  upon  the  cold  earth,  and  i* 
fubje&ed,  during  the  day,  to  the  fatigues  and 
the  influence  of  a  fcorching  inhofpitable  cli¬ 
mate. 

The  Indian  prince,  worn  out  with  fo  many 
hardships,  flopped  by  the  fide  of  a  fpring  to 
quench  his  burning  thirft :  When  about  to 
ftoop  towards  the  flream,  a  lion,  fpringing 
fuddenly  from  the  neighbouring  foreft,  darts 
upon  the  hero’s  freed.  Simouftapha  immedi¬ 
ately  draws  his  fcymitar,  divides,  at  one  blow, 
the  fcull  of  the  lion,  and  brings  him  to  the 
ground :  The  horfe  bounded  for  joy  j  but  the 
prince,  exhaufted  by  this  laft  effort,  falls  mo- 
tibnlefs  on  the  grafs :  It  was  in  this  fituation  he 
was  perceived  by  the  queen  of  the  genii. 

At  the  fight  of  the  dangers  to  which  the  Indian 
prince  had  been  expofed  .  by  the  black  inchant- 
ments  of  Bahlifboull,  Setelpedour,  animated 
by  vengeance  and  love,  wifhed  to  gratify  at 
once  the  paffions  with  which  fhe  was  overpower¬ 
ed  :  Love,  however,  prevails  :  She  hurries  to¬ 
wards  the  earth,  and,  with  the  moft  lively  ca- 
refies,  reftores  to  the  light  him  whom  the 
fhades  of  death  appeared  to  furround. 

She  reanimates  the  objeft  of  her  affe&ion, 
by  the  demonftrations  of  her  tendemefs  alone, 
and  makes  ufe  of  no  other  magic  except  that  of 
love.  She  foon  perceives  his  eyes  fparkle  with 
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z  luftre,  which,  fhe  preferred  to  all  the  rays  oF 
light  that  the  objects  around  her  continually  re¬ 
flected  *,  and,  that  fhe  may  inereafe  his  happl- 
nefs,  Hie  endeavours  to  animate  them  more  Si- 
mouftapha,  having  recovered  his  fpeech  and  in¬ 
tellectual  faculties,  finds  himfelf  in  the  arms  of; 
her  whom  he  had  invoked  to  no  purpofe  fpme 
moments  before,  becaufe  he  had  neglected  the 
means  of  his  own  fafety.  His  panting  heart 
forbids  him  to  put  upon  her  lips  the  feal  of  his 
gratitude. 

“  I  underftand  what  you  mean,”  faid  the 
queen  5  “  but  think  of  nothing  of  that  fort, 
till  you  recover  your  health  and  vigour.”  Sh$ 
now  rifes  :  The  firfl  ilirnb  fhe  meets  with  fur- 
nilhes  her  with  a  twig,  with  which  fhe  draw* 
a  circle  round  Simouftapha.  She  finds  befide  her 
the  plants  which  were  necelTary  for  the  inchant  - 
ment  which  fhe  was  about  to  prepare^  and  the 
words  which  fhe  pronounces  infpires  it  with  the  ^ 
effential  virtues.  In  an  inflant  the  Indian  prince, 
experiences  a  happy  change.  In  a  moment  ,  he 
recovers  ail  his  vigour;  he  rifes,  and  with  rapture 
kifies  the  beneficent  hands  to  which  he  owed 
fuch  timely  aid.  All  the  fentiments  of  his 
heart  firive  for  vent  at  once  ;  and>  though  they 
burft  forth  without  the  leaft  order,  they  feem  to 
be  no  lefs  dear  to  her  who  is  the  objeft  of  his  afn 
feCtion.  At  the  fame  time,  however,  he  difeovers 
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the  moft  exquifite  inquietude  upon  account  of 
Ilfetilfone. 

Confole  yourfelf,  my  dear  Simouftapha  !  fays 
Setelpedour  to  him  5  my  thoughts  have  centered 
wholly  upon  you,  fince  you  were  in  danger.  By 
being  at  too  great  a  diftance,  however,  from  my 
palace,  a  confpiracy  has  been  formed,  which 
has  turned  out  too  much  to  the  advantage 
of  your  enemies.  Befides,  your  coiifort,  be¬ 
ing  almoft  always  with  her  mother,  I  contented 
myfelf  in  having  left  with  her  an  intelligent 
creature,  which  will  not  fail  to  confole  her.  It  is 
my  little  bird:  Its  advices  are  not  tirefome  > 
for  it  fpeaks  but  one  word,  but  that  can  be  in¬ 
fallibly  depended  upon.  Now,  lince  you  arc 
reflored,  we  will  take  our  route  towards  the 
palace.  You  muft  have  need  of  food  after  the 
long  abftinence  you  have  had,  and  I  will  forth¬ 
with  conduct  you  to  your  amiable  confort. 

Upon  this,  the  queen  ordered  her  car  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  earth  :  Three  clouds,  variegated  with 
ail  the  colours  of  the  rainbow,  defeend  and  pre¬ 
sent  two  feats,  much  more  commodious  than  the 
beft  fophas  one  can  imagine.  Setelpedour  arid 
the  prince  take  their  feats  $  the  latter  began  to 
feel  uneafy  on  account  of  his  courfer  j  but  the 
queen  had  anticipated  his  defire.  For  he  per¬ 
ceives  his  fteed  cleave  the  atmofphere  with  his 
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glided  wings,  clofe  bdlde  the  fine  feat  on  which 
the  loving  couple  fet  out  for  Ginniftan. 

As  they  fkim  along,  Simouftapha  wifhes  to 
relate  his  adventures.  Setelpedour  interrupts 
him.  “  Let  us  here  confign  to  oblivion  the 
fnares  which  have  been  laid  for  you :  I  know 
all  the  dark  defigns  of  my  enemies;  I  am  not; 
ignorant  of  their  malice,  and  of  the  torment^ 
which  they  have  occafioned  to  you  :  But  we 
are  now,  my  dear  Simouftapha,  furrounded 
with  the  beauties  of  nature.  Here  I  could  wifh 
to  remain  with  you,  were  it  not  giving  a  fatal 
blow  to  two  hearts,  the  happinels  of  which 
interefts  me  as  much  as  that  of  my  own. 
Speak  to  me  about  love,  and  let  us  forget  both 
the  perfidious  meafures  which  they  have  enter¬ 
ed  into  againft  us,  and  the  vengeance  which  we 
ought  to  inflift  upon  them.” 

u  Ah  I  who  would  not  forget  them,”  fays 
the  prince,  tranfported  with  love,  u  in  prefence 
of  the  moft  beautiful  object  under  heaven,  who 
is  fatisfied  with  being  loved;  and  who,  although 
fhe  deferves  to  have  altars  ere£ted  to  her,  only 
ftrives  to  oblige  others,  and  furnifhes  all  the 
facrifices  herfelf  [” 

The  clouds  flopped  before  the  gates  of  the 
palace :  Simouftapha  is  there  ferved  with  con- 
denfed  perfumes,  under  the  moft  alluring  forms, 
and  the  moft  agreeable  colours;  his  ftomachis 
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braced  without  being  loaded;  and  he  re  fibres  his 
ufual  appetite* 

%(  Let  us  depart,”  fays  Setelpedour ;  £<  Let  us 
go  and  fup  with  our  dear.  life  tilforve ;  ‘let  us  car¬ 
ry  to  her  fome  of  thefe  ragouts  ;  I  fha.ll  be  very 
happy  to  let  her  perceive  the  flavour  of  them  ; 
J  have  nothing  that  I  would  not  fhare  with  her; 
I  would  even  divide  my  power  with  her,  did  I 
value  it  more.” 

Let  us  go,”  fays  Simouftapha ;  w  but,  wiU 
you  fir  ft  inform  me  why  you  depreciate  the  pow¬ 
er  which  affords  us  fo  much  enjoyment.” 

«  Let  us  mount  our  chariot,”  fays  the  queen; 
<(  that  is  meet  only  to  be  told  in  private.^-*-*- 
It  is  becaufe  it  prevents  me  from  efpoufing  one 
whom  I  paflionately  love.” 

The  prince  and  the  queen  of  the  fairies  did 
not  arrive  without  being  announced  ;  this  was 
the  office  of  the  pretty  bird :  Zobeida  had  juft 
left  her  daughter’s  room,  when' the  charming 
creature  began  to  cry  Simouftapha! 

u  Simouftapha!”  anfwered  Namouna.— 
u  What  doft  thou  fay,  my  dear  bird?”  fays  the 
princefs.  The  little  prattler,  however,  anfwer¬ 
ed  nothing  but  Simouftapha!  -Simouftapha! 

“  Where  ?  from  what  quarter  ?”  faid  Na- 
mouna,  running  like  one  diftra&ed  toward  the 
gate  which  led  to  the  palace. 


In 
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In  the  mean  time,  >  the  company,  which 
the  bird  had  announced,  arrived  by  the  win¬ 
dow.  Simouftapha  is  in  the  arms  of  Ilfetilfone, 
whom  he  loads  with  tears  and  kifies  *,  the  queen 
of  the  genii  likewife  embraces  him ;  and  the 
little  bird,  flapping  its  wings,  cried,  brave i  brave! 
brave  ! 

When  this  firft  tranfport  was  over,  they  fit 
down;  they  prattle,  they  relate  ftories;  fometimes 
they  fpeak  all  three  together.  One  would  have  ima¬ 
gined  that  they  had  not  feen  one  another  for  an. 
age.  Atlengththe  repaftisfervedup.  Infuchcir- 
cumftances,  even  although  fomething  had  been 
wanting  in  the  palace  of  the  caliph,  one  may 
eafily  perceive  how  many  things  they  could  have 
dilpenfed  with. 

Namouna,  who  had  had  a  fiiort  journey  for 
nothing,  immediately  returns,  attracted  by  the 
noife,  to  liften  at  the  back-door.  (S  Enter, 
good  Namouna,  enter !”  fays  Setelpedour  to  her,  a 
little  furprifed  at  the  curiofity  of  the  old  gnome ; 
u  Are  you  curious  to  fee  me  ?” — tr  Yes,  ma¬ 
dam  ;  I  fee  that  you  are  as  good  as  beautiful?’ — 
You  are  very  obliging,  Namouna ;  and  I  with 
to  do  you  fome  fervice.*’ — Ah !  madam,  that  is 
very  eafy  to  you  who  can  do  all  things  ; — pray 
madam,  make  me  young  again.”— u  I  have  a 
preferable  piece  of  fervice  to  render  you ;  it  is 
to  wifli  you  continual  good  health;  andmylkil- 
Vol.  II,  P  .  ful 
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ful  little  bird  is  going  to  impart  the  fecret  to 
you.” 

“  Sleep  !  lleep  !  deep  !”  fays  the  bird. 

<(  I  know  this  as  well  as  it  does,”  fays  Namou¬ 
na  ;  “  yet  I  am  not  a  forccrefs,  madam.” — “  But, 
fuppofe  I  give  you  a  potion,  which,  by  lulling 
you  afleep,  Ihall  reftore  to  you  the  bloom  and 
vigour  of  youth  ?” — “  Give  me  only  the  hun¬ 
dredth  part  of  your’s,  madam,  and  Ifhall  think 
myfelf  more  beautiful  than  *  the  full  moon.” — 
“  Come,  Namouna,  be  not  uneafy:  You  de¬ 
light  in  chearfulnefs  ;  I  wilh  you  to  poffefs  more 
grace  than  ever :  You  lhall  have  dimples  in  your 
cheeks,  a  charming  fhape,  and  a  handfome  lit¬ 
tle  foot.” — <c  I  thank  you,  madam.”  Ilfetilfone 
difmiffes  her  governefs the  repaft  is  ended ; 
and  the  queen  of  the  genii  returned  to  Gin- 
niftan. 

Simouftapha  re-entered  the  palace  after  the 
caliph  had  retired  : — It  was  improper  to  difturb 
his  repofe,  and  they  put  off  till  the  morrow  the 
gpod  news  which  they  had  to  impart  to  him. 
In  the  mean  time,  joy  reigned  throughout  all 
the  apartments  of  the  young  prince ;  the  eu¬ 
nuchs  awaked  all  the  Haves,  who  rife  up,  and 
tceive  from  Namouna  an  account  of  all  that 
Ihe  has  feen  :  They  all  give  themfelves  up  to 
tranfports  of  joy.  She  had  well  nigh  wrought 
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a  happy  change  in  the  organs  of  the  little 
mute,  by  reftoring  him  his  fpeech. 

As  foon  as  the  caliph  had  opened  his  eyes 
Simouftapha  was  at  his  feet  $  they  load  each  o- 
ther  with  carelTes :  The  fovereign  inftantly 
caufes  communicate  to  Zobeida  a  piece  of  news 
which  fo  materially  concerned  his  happinefs  arid 
peace. 

The  Muczins  foon  gained  the  top  of  the  mi¬ 
narets,  to  fummon  the  people  to  the  mofques. 
Thankfgivings  were  due  to  the  Almighty  and 
his  great  prophet :  The  empire  of  the  Muflul- 
mans  had  juft  recovered  the  hero  to  whom  it 
was  indebted  for  all  its  luftre. 

The  diminution  of  taxes,  the  diffufion  of 
alms,  the  releafe  of  prifoners,  the  noife  of  war¬ 
like  inftruments,  the  military  feftivals, .  all  cori- 
fpired  to  teftify  the  joy  of  the  commander  of 
the  faithful,  and  to  augment  the  happinefs  of 
the  people,  who,  at  laft,  faw  their  hero  a- 
gain. 

The  Indian  prince  imparted  to  his  family  the 
adventures  which  had  fo  unfortunately  milled 
him  from  Bagdad.  He  agreed  with  them  in 
blaming  himfelf  for  having  neglected  fuperna- 
tural  aid,  with  which  his  prote&refs  and  the 
Periian  philofopher  had  furnifhed  him.  He 
likewife  related  in  what  mariner  the  beneficent 
queen  of  the  fairies  had  delivered  him  from  the 
P  2  fhares 
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fnares  into  which  his  imprudence  had  caft  him : 
He  laid  great  ftrefs  on  the  moft  trifling  parti¬ 
culars,  and  fpoke  with  an  animation  which  a- 
larmed  Zobeida. 

She  feized  the  iirfb  moment  fhe  could  find  to 
mention  him  to  her  daughter.  “  Don’t  you  feel 
uneafy,”  faid  £he  to  her,  M  on  account  of  the  at¬ 
tachment  of  the  queen  of  the  genii  for  your  huf- 
band,  and  on  account  too  of  the  excefs  of 
gratitude  with  which  he  appears  to  be  pene¬ 
trated  ?” 

I,  Madam  !  replied  Ilfetilfone,  I  jealous  of 
the  kindnefs  with  which  the  queen  loads  us  ! 
Ah !  notwithstanding  her  power  and  her  ami¬ 
able  qualities,  had  fhe  in  my  eyes  no  other  me¬ 
rit  than  that  of  difeovering  of  Simouftapha’s, 
fhe  would  become  the  idol  of  my  heart.  If 
there  is  one  ftar  in  heaven  captivated  with  the 
charms  and  virtues  of  my  hufband,  it  Ihould 
become  my  fun. 

“  Either  love  has  a  ftrange  effect  on  my 
daughter,”  fays  Zobeida  to  herfelf,  “  or  flie  has 
lefs  of  my  mind  in  her  than  of  her  father’s ;  for 
I  would  not  be  content  were  I  in  her  place. 

The  caliph  had  liftened  with  great  attention 
to  the  relation  of  the  laft  adventures  of  Simou- 
ftapha.  He  made  him  alfo  relate  all  thofe 
which  had  preceded  them  fince  the  marriage  of 
the  prince  with  his  daughter  \  and  he  ordered 

to 
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to  make  out  a  regifter  of  them,  and  depofit  it 
among  his  records. 

The  Indian  prince  reaflumed  his  feat  in  the 
private  councils  of  the  caliph,  and  in  the  divan. 
He  likewife  continued  to  join,  to  his  ufual  em¬ 
ployments,  the  agreeable  pleafure  of  going  and 
paying  homage  to  the  amiable  queen  of  the  ge¬ 
nii,  who  never  received  the  vilit  of  the  two 
conforts  without  returning  it  next  night,  or  with¬ 
out  loading  them  with  new  favours.  She  de- 
lired  Ilfetilfone  to  come  and  fpend  a  few  days 
in  her  palace ;  the  princefs,  however,  had  to 
obtain  leave  from  the  caliph,  which  he  granted 
with  pleafure. 

Haroun  did  not  choofe  that  his  daughter,  up¬ 
on  whom  the  queen  of  the  genii  had  heaped  fo 
many  prefents,  fhould  appear  at  her  palace  with 
empty  hands.  Neither  did  he  with  that  Ihe 
Ihould  be  withdrawn  any  more  from  his  light 
by  the  effeft  of  magic  ;  a  circumftance  which 
had  given  his  people  lo  great  uneafmefs,  and 
which  had  opened  their  eyes  upon  objects  of 
which  he  could  have  excufed  their  ignorance. 
The  caliph  ordered  his  treafures  to  be  thrown 
open  to  Simouftapha  ;  and  alfo  every  thing  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  prepared  for  the  departure  of  his 
daughter,  who  was  to  fpend  the  fine  feafon  at 
Cafler-il-Harais,  his  country  feat,  which  is  at  the 
diftance  of  three  days  journey  from  Bagdad. 

P  3  Cafier- 


174 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


Cafler-il-Harais  is  a  magnificent  cafile,  fitu- 
ate  on  the  banks  of  the  Aggiala,  of  which  the 
great  prophet  laid  the  firft  ftone.  Its  front  to¬ 
ward  the  gardens  prefents  us  with  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty  windows  *,  the  outfide  of  it  is 
veneered  with  alabafter,  and  marble  from  the 
eaft,  coped  with  garlands  of  the  moft  precious 
jafper  ;  the  doors,  which  are  of  aloes  and  fandal 
wood,  turn  upon  hinges  of  gold  $  the  inner  part 
is  inlaid  and  ceiled  with  rofe-wood.  Nothing 
can  rival  the  beauty  of  the  furniture,  and  the 
magnificence  of  the  apartment  5  the  ruby,  the 
emerald,  and  the  topaz,  are  here  diffufed  with 
a  lavifli  hand.  Mahomet  began  and  finished  this 
fiiperb  edifice  for  the  accommodation  of  his 
daughter  Fatima,  when  fhe  married  Omar-Ha- 
lab.  During  the  latter  period  of  the  prophet’s 
abode  upon  earth,  he  frequently  repaired  to  this 
palace,  to  receive,  by  the  miniftry  of  the  angel 
Gabriel,  infpirations  from  on  high.  The  pen 
with  which  he  wrote  the  twelve  laft  chapters  of 
the  Koran  is  preferred  here  in  a  chryftal  rock, 
enriched  with  diamonds.. 

The  garden  which  belonged  to  this  palace 
was  more  beautiful  than  any  upon  earth.  In 
this  blifsful  retreat  the  atmofphere  was  al¬ 
ways  ferene,  and  no  cloud  drew  a  veil  over  the 
fun. 
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The  trees,  preferring  an  eternal  youth,  were 
never  cankered  with  corroding  mofs  5  and  the 
wafting  mildew  never  deprived  their  branches 
of  the  benefit  of  the  fap  y  the  leaves,  the  flow¬ 
ers,  and  the  fruit,  partook  of  the  immortality 
of  the  trunk,  and  were  continually  renewed, 
without  falling  or  withering. 

The  perfumes  exhaled  by  thefe  flowers  cx- 
haufted  not  their  fubftance  5  the  air  was  filled 
with  their  odour ;  they  were  always  defended 
from  noxious  infe&s  and  venemous  reptiles  : 
A  refrefhing  rain  preferved  coolnefs  and  ferti¬ 
lity  in  this  delightful  retreat. 

Birds,  adorned  in  the  moft  gaudy  plumage, 
fung  in  concert  their  melodious  notes.  In  fhort, 
to  complete  thefe  wonders,  they  varied  every 
day,  without  any  confufion  in  their  fituations, 
without  any  alteration  of  their  fpecies. 

The  entrance  to  this  garden  was  fhut  againft 
every  perfon  except  the  lawful  fuccefior  of  Ma¬ 
homet  and  his  family :  Had  a  profane  perfon 
entered  it,  he  would  have  perceived  only  fright¬ 
ful  defarts,  from  which  the  howling  of  wild 
beafts  would  have  forced  him  to  retire. 

This  is  the  place  whither  Simouftapha  and 
his  fpoufe  were  to  refort ;  they  will  be  at  liber¬ 
ty  to  vifit  the  queen  of  the  genii,  without  feem- 
ing  to  withdraw  from  the  palace :  It  will  be  fup- 
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pofed  that  they  are  abforbed  in  the  enjoyments 
of  the  magnificent  garden ;  it  will  be  thought 
that  they  are  fed  with  ambrofia,  and  are  drink¬ 
ing  luxurious  draughts  of  nectar. 

Setelpedour  is  engaged  in  making  prepara¬ 
tions  for  their  reception $  but  fhe  has  reafon  to 
fear  that  Bahlifboull  may  dilturb  the  happy 
moments  which  (he  wifhes  them  to  enjoy.  This 
monfter  had  been  tumbled  into  the  remoteft 
defarts  of  Upper  Egypt,  but  fhe  was  unable  to 
ftrip  him  of  all  his  power :  He  was  born  a 
prince,  and  enjoyed  every  where,  however  un¬ 
worthy  of  it,  the  privileges  of  his  illuftrious  ori¬ 
gin. 

Upper  Egypt  is  peopled  with  malignant  fpi- 
rits,  the  difgrace  of  Ginniftan,  detefled  in  hea¬ 
ven  and  on  earth  \  they  joyfully  united  under 
the  orders  of  a  genius  created  to  command 
them.  Their  firft  expedition,  in  confequence 
of  thefe  orders,  towards  Mount  Caucafus,  had 
not  been  fuccefsful ;  but  they  would  not  have 
been  difcouraged  by  an  entire  defeat ;  rage  fup- 
ports  them,  and  makes  them  blind  to  every 
danger.  Created  for  action,  their  very  nature 
forces  them  to  enterprife. 

Setelpedour,  informed  of  the  new  refources 
©f  her  enemy,  endeavours  to  lay  a  fnare  for 
him,  into  which  he  may  fall  of  his  own  accord. 
She  doubly  increafes  the  barrennefs  of  the  place, 
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already  curfed,  which  Bahliiboull  had  chofen 
for  his  refidence ;  he  is  forced  to  leave  it :  From 
hence  he  pafles  into  a  defart  Hill  more  barren, 
and  no  where  finds  repofe. 

At  laft  he  difeoversa  little  green  turf,  in  the. 
fhade  of  a  pillar  of  granite,  which  fheltered  it 
from  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun ;  he  ap¬ 
proaches,  and  feats  himfelf  upon  it.  Six  feet 
from  the  ground,  upon  the  bafe  of  the  monu¬ 
ment,  he  fees  a  hieroglyphic,  and  haftily  reads, 
“  Pillar,  execute  the  orders  of  queen  Setelpe- 
“  dour.” 

He  had  fcarcely  pronounced  thefe  words, 
when  a  chain  of  iron  furrounds  his  body,  and 
fallens  it  to  the  pillar.  The  defart  immediately 
re-echoes  with  his  bellowing ;  the  monfters 
which  inhabit  it  are  alarmed,  and  conflrained 
to  abandon  their  holes.  The  genii,  his  attend¬ 
ants,  filled  with  terror,  forfake  him ;  he  re¬ 
mains  alone  in  this  frightful  habitation  *,  to  his 
impotent  rage,  fucceeds  a  calm  flupidity.  He 
calls  his  eyes  at  laft  upon  his  chains,  and  upon 
the  fatal  infeription,  by  the  effefl  of  which  he 
was  loaded  with  them :  He  had  not  run  over 
all  the  hieroglyphic  chara&ers,  when  the  infor¬ 
mation  he  had  received  completes  *  his  defpair : 
It  contains  this  terrible  fentence :  t(  Thou  canfl 
“  only  be  delivered  by  the  power  of  a  genius 
“  more  wicked  than  thyfelf !”  When  the 
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world  arofe  Into  form  from  chaos ;  when  the 
fountains  of  the  great  deep  were  opened,  did 
another  come  forth  from  it  ?  Can  another  Ko- 
kopilefobe  be  found,  who  is  neither  the  grand¬ 
father  nor  the  protector  of  the  Star  of  the  Seven 
Seas  ? 

When  Setelpedour  had  fecured  her  quiet, 
fhe  wifhed,  in  the  mean  time,  to  reward  the 
old  gnome  for  the  fervice  fhe  had  done  her : 
She  calls  her:  “  Tell  me,  Bakbak,  what  I  can 
do  for  you  ?” — u  O  queen,”  fays  the  old  wo¬ 
man,  “  you  can  do  a  great  deal,  and  what  you 
have  done  may  be  attended  with  much  danger  t 
Nobody  doubts  that  it  was  I  who  fpoke  to  you ; 
for  it  is  well  known  that,  although  I  fpeak 
freely,  I  am  difereet  at  bottom,  and  fay  no¬ 
thing,  at  leaft  very  little.  There  is,  however, 
a  fmall  favour  you  could  do  me,  and  which 
would  have  no  bad  confequences  :  For  want  of 
teeth  I  fpeak  indiftinftly,  fo  that  1  have  not 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  underftanding  myfelf ;  pro¬ 
cure  for  me  thirty-two  teeth !” — “  Every  body 
would  know  of  the  prefent,”  anfwered  the 
queen,  “  and  you  would  draw  upon  yourfelf  all 
the  enemies  you  dread :  I  cannot  in  prudence 
do  more,  than  fix  four  very  firmly  to  your 
under  jaw.” 

“  Put  in  then,”  fays  the  old  woman,  “  thefe 
four  teeth,  they  will 'not  be  againfl  you.” 


Let 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


17  9 


Let  us  leave  the  old  Bakbak,  -to  fupply  by 
her  enchantments  the  ordinary  refources  of  the 
toilette,  and  let  us  attend  to  the  preparations 
for  the  journey  which  Simouhapha  was  to  make 
with  Ills  Ipoufe. 

The  treafures  of  the  caliph  are  laid  open  to 
the  prince ;  the  collection  of  all  the  riches  of 
the  monarchs  of  the  earth  could  not  equal 
them;  however,  he  fees  nothing  comparable 
to  what  he  had  feen  at  Ginnihan.  He  finds  a 
fcymitar,  the  hilt  of  which  is  ornamented  with 
diamonds,  fo  excellent  and  fo  well  fet,  that  they 
feem  to  form  one  entire  piece ;  he  is  lefs  ftruck 
with  its  brilliancy  than  with  its  fize ;  this  wea¬ 
pon  might  ferve  a  warrior  much  above  the  or¬ 
dinary  hature ;  he  is  defirous  to  try  if  he  carl 
ufe  it ;  he  draws  it  from  the  fcabbard,  brandilh- 
es  it  for  a  moment,  and  appears  furrounded 
with  lightening,  fo  fparkling  is  the  heel  of  the 
blade:  He  endeavours  to  examine  the  mark, 
and  difcovers  hieroglyphic  figns  which  he  does 
not  underhand ;  he  immediately  calls  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  box  to  give  him  the  explanation  of 
them ;  Jemal  appears. 

Obferve  thefe  figns,  fays  the  prince  to  him. 
— Our  queen  alone,  fays  he,  can  explain  them 
to  us,  they  are  figns  of  power;  but  we 
know  the  fcymitar ;  it  fell  from  the  formidable 
hands  of  Kokopilefobe,  in  the  great  combat 
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which  he  loft  againft  Mahomet ;  the  latter  has 
fince  left  it  to  his  fucceflor. 

The  prince  of  the  Indies  takes  the  fcymitar, 
and  prefents  it  to  the  caliph,  as  the  only  gift 
worthy  to  be  offered  to  the  qtieen  of  the  genii. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  effort,  which  was  to  ac¬ 
company  the  conforts  to  the  palace  of  Caffar-il- 
Harais,  announced,  by  the  noife  of  warlike  inftru- 
ments,  his  arrival  at  that  of  the  caliph :  It  was 
Coittpofed  of  two  thoufand  men  on  horfeback, 
chofen  from  among  the  moft  diftinguifhed  of  the 
youth  in  the  armies  of  Haroun ;  fix  hundred 
knights  armed  at  all  points,  with  a  lance  in  their 
hand,  and  their  arm  loaded  with  a  large  fhield, 
followed,  attending  the  carriage  of  the  princefs, 
which  was  drawn  by  fix  of  the  moft  beautiful 
elephants  in  the  Indies;  twelve  camels  were 
loaded  with  the  baggage,  and  the  eunuchs  do- 
fed  the  rear. 

Simouftapha,  mounted  upon  his  beautiful 
Courfer,  kept  near  the  carriage ;  he  was  cover¬ 
ed  with  arms,  the  plates  of  which,  raifed  with 
threads  of  gold,  were  encrufted  with  diamonds: 
The  horfe,  held  by  two  grooms,  neighed 
with  joy,  tofling  its  proud  mane.  Ilfetilfone 
admired  the  gracefulnefs  of  her  fpoufe,  gently 
ftroaked  the  courfer,  elated  with  the  burden 
■which  he  carried. 
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Tliis  fplendid  retinue  took  the  road  to  the 
palace ;  the  highways  had  been  levelled  and  there 
was  no  obftacle  to  retard  their  march :  The  de¬ 
pendencies  of  the  caftle  were  immenfe,  and  af¬ 
forded  convenient  lodgings  for  all  their  train : 
None  but  Simouftapha  and  the  princefs  were 
allowed  to  enter  the  garden.  The  beauty  which 
they  found  there  filled  them  with  rapture  5 
but  there  was  a  curiofity  ftill  more  interefting 
tp  the  princefs :  It  was  a  tree,  the  fatal  fruit 
of  which  deftroyed  the  human  race.  A  fer- 
pent  furrounds  the  trunk,  from  which  it  can 
never  depart  5  thick  darknefs  covers  its  eyes : 
A  bird  of  an  azure  hue,  with  its  head  and 
legs  of  the  colour  of  gold,  flutters  conftantly 
around  the  tree,  perching  upon  all  the  branch¬ 
es  fucceflively ;  it  fings  none,  but  exprefles  its 
thoughts  in  the  moft  correct  Arabic. 

When  the  bird  had  perceived  the  two  con- 
forts,  it  ftretched  out  its  bill  as  a  fign  of  joy, 
and  gave  them  the  ordinary  falutation :  “  All 
hail  to  the  race  of  man  5  there  is  one  God  on¬ 
ly,  and  Mahomet  is  his  prophet  P* 

Ilfetilfone  was  charmed  with  the  prettinefs 
of  its  accent,  and  the  purity  of  its  language  j 
flie  is  eager  to  interrogate  it. 

Charming  bird,  fays  fhe  to  it,  are  you  hap¬ 
py  to  lee  us  here  ? — You  are  children  of  the 
prophet  j  you  have  entered  by  the  good  gate  ; 
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you  muft  go  out  by  that  which  leads  to  hea¬ 
ven. — But  we  are  going  to  Ginniftan. — It  is  a 
journey  which  man  makes  every  day  upon 
earth. — Do  you  difapprove  of  mine  ?■ — No ;  be- 
caufe  you  will  bring  back  my  wife,  and  our  uni¬ 
ted  endeavours  may  be  able  to  recover  our  fon 
whom  you  have  left  in  the  palace. — What !  are 
you  the  father  of  the  charming  bird  which  I 
have,  and  which  is  fo  good  ?— It  muft  become 
more  fo. — Why  does  not  he  fpeak  as  well  as 
yourfelf?; — Becaufe  he  has  not  had  time  to 
learn,  and  becaufe  he  turned  his  back  upon 
the  light,  refuftng  homage  to  the  chofen  pro¬ 
phet  of  God. — And  your  wife  ? — My  wife  is  at 
Ginniftan ;  fhe  was  inquifitive,  and  is  now  fuf- 
fering  for  her  folly  :  We  go  there  fooner 
than  we  incline,  and  cannot  return  when  we 
are  willing. — Then  fhe  is  with  Setelpedour  ? — 
You  are  right. — Do  you  love  Setelpedour  ? — I 
love  every  thing  which  comes  pure  from  the 
hands  of  the  Almighty :  I  fhall  lee  Setelpedour 
when  fhe  ceafes  to  be  a  fairy. — Is  it  in  her 
power  to  ceale  to  be  one  ? — She  has  only  to 
wifh  it.— Do  I  a<ft  wrong  in  going  to  her  ? — 
You  are  obeying  the  decree  of  heaven  without 
knowing  it.— I  am  delighted  with  you,  my 
pretty  bird;  allow  me  to  bring  your  child  to 
you. — He  is  a  fairy,  I  would  kill  him  *,  1  can 
only  fee  him  at  .a  particular  time,  and  along 
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with  his  mother. — Suffer  me  to  eat  of  theffruit 
of  this  tree  ' That  is  a  woman  ifh  defire  ;  it 
was  thus  that  your  firft  mother  drew  down  up¬ 
on  herfelf  and  upon  you  the  wrath  of  heaven  i 
befides,  there  is  the  appearance  of  fruit  only  } 
you  would  eat  notliing ;  and  the  ferpent  which 
you  fee  would  bite  your  heel}  fo  that  you 
would  fall  into  real  evil,  without  receiving  any 
enjoyment. — That  then  is  the  tree  of  know¬ 
ledge  ? — It  is  a  fymboi  of  it. — Where  is  the 
tree  of  life  ? — In  the  garden  of  the  great  pro¬ 
phet. — My  pretty  bird,  fince  you  know  all 
things,  tell  me  why  the  fea  was  made,  and  the 
time  of  its  formation?  —  The  Creator  alone 
knows  all  things }  the  fea  was  created  on  the 
day  when  Kokopilefobe  revolted  and  was  pu- 
nifhed ;  the  rebels  were  employed  in  digging 
its  channel. — My  lovely  bird,  may  I  eat  of  the 
other  fruits  which  are  here  ? — Go  into  the  pa¬ 
vilion  at  the  end  of  that  walk ;  an  entertain¬ 
ment  is  there  prepared  for  you  :  It  is  the  place 
where  Mahomet  retired  to  fay  his  prayers,  and 
perform  his  ablutions. 

From  the  whole  of  this  converfation,  Simou- 
ftapha  perceived  with  regret,  that  the  amiable 
Setelpedour,  as  queen  of  the  fairies,  could  not 
be  agreeable  to  the  great  prophet.  *  The  love  of 
religion  ft ruggled  in  his  heart,  with  that  which 
he  felt  for  this  queen. 

Qjt 


The 


184 


ARABIAN  TALES- 


✓ 


The  two  conforts  entered  into  the  pavilion 
©f  Mahomet,  where  they  found  all  kinds  of 
fruit,  which  united  beauty  with  the  moft  ex- 
cjuifite  flavour :  When  they  had  finilhed  their 
repaft,  Siriiouftapha,  leaving  Ilfetilfone  in  con- 
verfation  with  the  bird,  returns  to  the  palace, 
to  give  notice  to  the  chief  of  the  ^eunuchs,  that 
he  is  to  retire  for  fix  days  into  the  pavilion  in 
the  garden  with  his  fpoufe,  during  which  time 
they  Ihould  ftand  in  need  of  nothing A  mo¬ 
tive  proceeding  from  devotion,  is  always  laud¬ 
able  ;  and  the  Have  was  far  from  fufpedting  that 
they  had  any  other. 

Simouftapha  again  joined  his  fpoufe  near  the 
tree  j  he  wilhed  to  confult  the  bird  about  his 
journey. 

He  demands  of  it,  whether  he  fhall  em¬ 
ploy  the  genius  of  the  box,  or  that  of  the 
ring  What  is  itfelf  uncertain,”  anfwers  the 
wife  bird,  “  can  exercife  here  no  kind  of  pow¬ 
er  ;  and  its  greateft  advantage  would  confifi:  in 
your  being  a  Have  to  it ;  but  you  have  no  oc-» 
eafion  for  fuccours  of  that  nature.  Take  one 
of  my  feathers,  it  alone  will  carry  you  to  Se- 
telpedour  *,  give  it  to  my  mate ;  it  will  remind 
her  of  me,  and  procure  for  her  the  means  of 
returning  hither.  She  muft  conceal  it  careful¬ 
ly  in  her  tail :  Every  thing  that  comes  from 
me  will  afford  you  a  fliade  wherever  you  go. 
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What  I  give  you  appeal's  a  weak  inftrument ; 
but  there  is  nothing  ufelefs  in  the  hands  of  the 
Creator.” 

The  divine  bird  fpreads  his  beautiful  tail,  j  a 
feather  falls  from  it,  which  is  transformed  in 
an  inftant  into  a  commodious  and  fplendid 
chariot,  in  which  the  two  contorts  place  them- 
tolves,  and  are  conveyed  to  the  fteps  of  Setelpe- 
dour’s  throne.  She  comes  down  with  all  fpeed. 
to  embrace  them,  and  difiniftes  her  divan,  with 
which  ihe  had  every  reafon  to  be  difcontented. 
The  genii  retire,  cafting  defpiteful  looks  at  the 
conforts  5  the  queen  perceives  it,  and  reftrains  in 
the  mean  time  the  anger  which  filled  her  breaft. 

I  would  feat  you  on  my  throne,  fays  <he  to 
Simouftapha  and  his  fpoufe,  were  I  not  afraid 
that  you  would  be  as  little  at  your  eafe  upon  it 
as  myfelf ;  my  fubje&s  are  meditating  a  revolt ; 
my  attachment  to  you  vexes  them  ;  they  afcribe 
to  this  all  the  decifions  which  proceed  from  my 
fovereign  will :  If  I  hinder  them  from  turning 
uplide  down,  by  their  outrages,  the  earth,  over 
which  they  claim  the  command  ?  if  my  pru¬ 
dence  prevents  terrlpefts  and  wars ;  it  is  iny  love 
for  Simouftapha  which  hinders  them  from  exe¬ 
cuting  their  fchemes.  I  have  caafed  Bahlifboull 
to  be  chained  in  the  midft  of  a  defart,  and  his 
fpirit  atts  here  m  oppofition  to  my  authority, 
Thefe  difficulties  will  not  prevent  you  from  bo- 
0^3  wg 
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Ing  equally  dear  to  me  :  I  am  going  to  rid  my- 
felf  of  all  the  bonds  which  attach  me  to  my  fub- 
jeCts  ;  I  will  break  them  in  pieces they  hare 
been  fullied,  and  they  ought  to  unite  us  no  more. 
I  long  for  the  time  which  {hall  join  me  clofely 
to  you  5  my  heart  has  already  learnt  to  {hake 
off  every  other  chain  but  you  muft  aflift  me 
in  humbling  my  proud  heart.  Come,  and  re¬ 
vive,  by  your  tender  and  unaffected  careffes,  a 
foul  fatigued  by  the  diforderS  which  furround 
it,  and  the  conflicts  which  it  experiences.  I 
know  that  you  come  from  Cafler-ii-Harais. 
The  mchantments  of  this  place  arc  no  compen- 
{ation  for  the  innocent  amufements  which  you 
have  forfaken:  The  companion  of  the  bird 
which  you  {aw  entertains,  me  perpetually  with 
the  aftonilhing  Wonders  of  the  garden  of  Cafler- 
ii-Harais.  From  thence,  fays  fhe  ta  me,  ifliied 
the  flame  of  truth,  which  enlightens  the 
world.  It  bums  there  ftill,  under  the  mofl 
diverflfied  emblems.  O  that  I  could  depart 
with  you  this  moment,  and  retire,  to  that  undis¬ 
turbed  afylum  1  When  I  talk  of  happpmefs  be* 
fore  my  bird,  the  word  Cnffer4l~Harais  is  al¬ 
ways  in  its  mouth  :  But  it  tells  me  that  the  gar¬ 
den  can  be  opened  to  no  female  Mufiulman, 
unlefs  {he  is  related  to  the  vicar  of  Cod  upon 
earth  :  It  is  not  then  enough  that  Simouflapha 
give  me  his  hand  5  if  the  generous  Ufetilfone 

does 
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does  not  aHb  efpoufe  me,  knowledge,  happinefs, 
and  repofe,  are  removed  from  me  for  ever. 
Could  I  refufe  to  adopt  yon  for  my  lifter  I 
fays  the  princefs:  Your  doubts  rend  my  heart; 
you  have  won  it ;  it  beloiigs  as  much  to  you  as 
to  Simouftapha.  How  happy  am  I,  in  having 
the  half  of  myfelf  to  beftaw  upon  you,  that  l 
may  fed  how  much  the  whole  is  indebted  to 
your  goodnefs  !  tu  bnc  tohm?  moy  yd 
“  My  dear  friends!”  replies  SetelpedOur, 
every  thing  is  going  forward  in  our  favour  ; 
but  all  is  not  over :  I  am  ftill  upon  the  throne. 
I  have  neither  broken  the  wand  which  ferves 
me  for  a  feeptre,  nor  the  talifmaiv  which  I  hold 
of  my  grandfather :  It  is  here  that  I  muft  re* 
fign  my  authority :  It  is  here  that  I  muft  tram* 
pie  my  crown  under  foot :  Whatever  meafures 
I  fhall  refolve  upon,  my  a£t,  deprived  of  all  the 
eclat  which  I  muft  give  it,  would  overwhelm 
me  with  confulion  ;  I  fhoukl  be  expofed  to  the 
danger  of  {applying  the  place  of  Bahlifboull  up¬ 
on  the  pillar,  to  which  I  have  chained  ham,  in 
the  lower  Thebais,  and  I  fhould  abandon  my¬ 
felf  to  the  vengeance  of  all  my  fubje*fts. 

“  But,  when  I  {hall  have  accomplilhed  this 
great  delign,  who  will  carry  me  from  this  dan¬ 
gerous  abode,  and  convey  me  to  Cafler-il-Ha- 
Jr/f3  dgtjont>  nbrft  ton  at  jl  :  rlnss 
SadlHiakll  odi  ii  £  biisd. 
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*c  That  fhall  be  my  care,”  faid  the  princef9, 
holding  in  her  hand  the  beautiful  feather : 
This  is  the  chariot  which  conveyed  us  hither 
This  feather  was  intrufted  to  me  by  the  mate 
of  the  bird,  which  rirnft  be  about  you,  and  which 
I  have  not  yet  feen.”  , 

“  It  is  indeed  with  me,”  fays  the  queen;  “  It 
is  no  lefs  intelligent  than  the  one  you  faw  at  Caf- 
fer-il-Harais,  whofe  companion  it  fhall  always 
remain :  I  know  not  the  reafon  of  their  fepara- 
tion.  Their  fon,  which  I  gave  you,  repaired  to 
me  after  his  difobedience  ;  I  amufe  myfelf  with 
his  pratting,  which,  though  laconic,  is  cbn- 
ftantly  true  :  If  he  had  been  ignorant,  he  would 
not  have  refembledhis  family;  but,  although  his 
knowledge  extends  to  the  pah,  the  prefent,  and 
the  future,  he  knows  nothing  more  than  a  word 
of  every  thing.  His  mother  is  come  here, 
no  doubt,  to  find  him  and  inftruft  him  ;  for 
fhe  is  continually  talking  to  him.  I  obferved 
their  converfation,  which  I  did  not  underhand: 
They  always  ended  with  this  anfwer,  which  fig- 
nified  that  he  did  not  comprehend  her  :  Netting, 
nothing,  nothing !  Hence  it  appears,  that  rebelling 
againft  wifdom  may  harden  the  underhand- 
ing.  Tire  mother,  at  laft,  loft  all  patience :  I 
made  you  a  prefent  of  her  fon,  for  he  was  necef- 
fary  to  your  defigns:  She  was  noways  vexed  at 
his  abfence.  Since  I  felt  the  charm  which  at¬ 
taches 


ARABIAN  TAI.ES.  *S<* 

taches  me  to  you,  I  have  wlihed  for  inftru&ion, 
and  have  requeued  leflons  from  my  divine  bird.’* 
“  When  you  lhall  have  a  forehead  lefs  fpark-* 
u  ling,”  faid  it  to  me  *,  “  and  when  I  fhall 
fi  have,  my  beautiful  tail,  we  will  fpeak  of  the 
“  fciences.” 

“  Hence  I  concluded  that  my  crown  over¬ 
awed  her,  and  forced  her  to  be  filent ;  and,  as 
to  her  tail,  I  had  perceived  that  whenever  the 
took  wing,  it  did  not  end  in  a  point  like  that  of 
other  birds ;  I  found  it  deficient  in  graceful- 
nefs.  The  feather  which  you  bring  may  be  the 
one  which  is  wanting  >  let  us  go  and  prefent  it  tot 
her,  and  endeavour  to  make  her  fpeak.” 

It  may  well  be  fuppofed,  that,  notwithfland- 
ing  this  long  converfation,  the  queen  had  fur- 
nifhed  her  guefts  with  all  neceflaryrefrelhments  y 
there  had  been  intervals  $  and  all  thefe  things 
had  been  difculTed  in  the  hall  of  the  divan,  at 
table,  and  in  the  gardens,  which  had  no  more 
charms  for  Setelpedour  :  At  laft,  the  faint 
fhades  that  precede  the  night  announced  its  ap¬ 
proach. 

This  is  the  moment  which  my  bird  prefers, 
fays  the  queen j  elfewhere  it  avoids  the  dark- 
nefs  j  here  the  day  is  troublefome  to  it ;  but  I 
begin  to  comprehend  its  motives.  The  cage  of 
the  bird  is  brought  in,  and  Iifetilfone  advances. 

My 
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My  pretty  charmer,  fays  {he  to  it,  your  hufband 
hath  given  me  this  molt  beautiful  feather,  that 
I  might  reftore  it  to  you. — All  hail  to  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  prophet  1  fays  the  bird :  All  hail  to 
the  defcendant  of  the  ambaffador  of  God  !  AH 
hail  to  the  heirefs  of  the  virtues  of  his  repre- 
fentative  on  earth !  The  birds  of  heaven  are 
bound  to  ferve  her,  and  my  hufband  has  done 
nothing  but  his  duty.  As  a  crown  to  a  queen, 
fo  is  his  beautiful  feather  to  me.  Having  faid 
this,  the  bird  takes  hold  of  it  in  its  bill,  and 
fixes  it  in  its  tail,  which  immediately  appeared 
longer  and  more  fparkling. 

Why  are  you  not  with  your  hufband  ?  fays 
the  princefs.— Every  one  to  his  own  affairs.* — 
Will  ours  be  foon  accomplifhed  ? — Here  are 
three  of  you. — Will  you  anfwer  the  queen 
to-day,  if  Ihe  defires  to  be  inftru£ted  ? — The 
half  of  your  work  only  is  done. -—Whence 
comes  our  aid  for  the  other  half  ? — From  a- 
bove  and  below.— -Will  you  inform  me,  my 
wile  bird,  about  what  1  fhall  alk  of  you  ? — I 
©we  you  the  truth  which  I  know. — Your  huf¬ 
band  informed  me  \vhen  the  fea  was  made, 
now  at  what  time  were  the  ftars  formed  ? — At 
the  fame  period,  to  replace  in  heaven  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  rebels  who  had  been  driven  from 
thence.’— What  is  that  brilliant  ftar  which  we 
fee  furrounded  by  ten  fmaller  ones  ?■ — The 

largeft 
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largeft  is  Mahomet,  the  others  are  ten  diftin- 
guifhed  prophets. 

Setelpedour,  far  from  being  offended  at  the 
anfwers  of  the  bird,  fmiled  with  great  compla¬ 
cency.  Simouftapha  remarked  this,  and  made 
bold  to  offer  the  prefent  he  had  brought,  the 
fcymitar  of  Kokopilefobe. 

“  My  dear  prince,”  fays  the  queen  to  him, 
u  when  I  was  miftrefa  of  my  heart,  and  my 
hopes  refted  on  myfelf,  I  would  have  given  an 
empire  to  be  poffeffed  of  the  formidable  wea¬ 
pon  which  you  offer  ;  but  now  it  is  only  in 
your  hands  that  it  can  afford  me  fecurity ;  and 
it  becomes  of  the  higheft  value  to  me,  as 
it  infures  your  fafety.  Part  not  with  it  till 
times  lefs  troublefome  than  thofe  with  which 
we  are  threatened.  O,  my  charming  Ilfetilfone  1 
when  (hall  we  three  know  no  other  enchant¬ 
ments  except  thofe  of  love  ?” 

The  lovers  fpent  three  days  in  the  moft  a- 
greeable  overflowings  of  joy;  but  thefe  plea- 
fan  t  moments  were  difturbed  by  fears,  the 
foundation  of  which  was  not  imaginary. 

Setelpedour,  all  powerful,  becaufe  fhe  reign¬ 
ed  over  the  legions  of  Kokopilefobe,  reigned, 
however,  only  in  his  name :  Her  condudl  was 
■contrary  to  the  conventional  laws  eftabli/hed, 
and  fanttioned  by  cuflom,  in  Ginniftan :  No 
perfon  could  command  there,  till  he  was  en¬ 
tirely 
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tirely  fubje&ed  to  Kokopilefobe  or  Bahlifboull : 
She  had,  by  her  own  authority,  raifed  to  the 
command  the  Muflulman  Benalab,  who  never 
had  bowed  under  any  yoke  except  that  of  God 
and  his  prophet :  She  reigned  with  fuch  glory, 
in  other  refpe&s  ;  Ihe  {hone  fo  confpicuoufly 
by  her  other  great  qualities  ;  that  the  genii,  in 
their  eathufiafm,  by  giving  her  the  title  of  Star 
of  the  Seven  Seas,  compared  her  to  the  re- 
fplendent  ftar  of  Mahomet  $  they  faid  in  their 
pride,  K  Kokopilefobe  is  the  King  of  kings, 
and  Setelpedour  is  his  deputy.”  ,0 

But  the  wife  Benalab  had  ufed  his  power 
with  diferetion :  She  had  not  become  enamour¬ 
ed  of  him 5  fhe  did  not  admit  him  to  all  her 
entertainments,  to  all  the  fecrets  of  the  court 
£nd  date ;  fhe  did  not  make  him  her  mailer  ; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  facrificing  all  for  Simou- 
flapha,  fhe  had  done  what  was  flill  more  ex¬ 
traordinary. 

She  received  a  woman,  whom  fhe  was  not 
fatisfied  with  treating  as  her  equal,  but  whom 
fhe  compelled  on  all  occafions  to  fit  on  her 
right  hand.  And,  that  mortal  beings  might 
triumph  with  impunity,  fhe  had  banilhed  Bah- 
lifboull  and  Afmonchar,  and  had  loaded  with 
chains  the  moil  powerful  of  the  genii,  Koko- 
pilefobe  alone  excepted.  Thefe  news  had  pe¬ 
netrated  the  deep  caverns  into  which  the  proud 

fovereign 


ARABIAN  TALES.  1 93 

fovereign  of  the  genii  had  been  tumbled ;  every 
thing  was  ripe  for  a  revolution. 

Setelpedour  was  too  watchful  not  to  forefee 
and  prevent  it:  She  embraces  the  young  couple* 
who  were  feized  with  terror  at  her  project; 
u  Depart,”  fays  fhe  to  them  *,  “  return  to  Caf- 
fer-il-Harais  ;  I  will  very  foon  join  you  for  e- 
vcr ;  but  let  Simouftapha  be  ready  at  the  fir  ft 
fignal  to  fly  to  my  afliftance ;  make  ufe  of  the 
feather  of  the  bird  for  your  journey;  and  hence¬ 
forth  renounce  all  fuccours  which  depend  oti 
the  power  of  Kokopilefobe. 

Simouftapha  and  his  fpoufe  return  to  the 
garden  of  Cafler-il-Harais,  and  wait  with  im¬ 
patience  the  iflue  of  thefe  great  events. 

They  reftored  the  feather  to  the  bird :  “  My 
wife  has  done  her  duty,”  fays  it  to  them; 
*  my  feather  is  always  at  your  lervice ;  hold 
yourfelf  in  readinefs,  Simouftapha;  you  (hall 
have  occafion  for  it  prefently.” 

The  queen  of  the  genii  had  too  much  pru¬ 
dence  not  to  lay  the  ftorm  before  it  fwelled  t q 
an  exceflive  height.  Already  the  old  Bakbak 
and  her  nephew  Jazzel,  benumbed  with  terror 
on  account  of  fome  indirect  threats  imprudent¬ 
ly  uttered  againft  them^  had  fled  to  her  for 
protection :  Setelpedour  fees  that  fhe  has  not  a 
moment  to  lofe. 

Vol.  II  R 
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The  day  after  the  conforts.  left  her,  die  con¬ 
voked  a  general  council,  and  difpatched  Jazzel 
upon  another  feather  of  the  bird,  with  this  bil¬ 
let  for  Simouftapha : 

e<  Dear  prince*  fet  out  inftantly  in  the  fame 
(C  carriage  which  I  have  fent  ybu  ;  bring  the 
“  Koran  and  the  fabre  of  your  grandfather : 
t(  You  may  conjecture  my  fcheme ;  and  my 
xi  conduCt  *wiil  fully  explain  it  to  you.  Our 
“  dear  Ilfetilfone  may  wait  for  us  near  the  tree 

Which  Ihe  mentioned  to  me  j  the  wife  bird 
u  will  not  allow  her  to  be  overcome  by  ground* 
u  lefs  fears.” 

SimOuftapha  had  too  noble  a  mind  to  heft- 
tate  a  moment :  He  takes  the  divine  book ;  he 
arms  hirrifelf  with  the  formidable  fcymitar ; 
and,  if  the  fairy-feather  had  not  conveyed  him 
fa  rapidly,  he  would  have  been  able  to  arrive 
at  Ginniftan  on  the  wings  of  love. 

The  divan  is  afiembled:  Setelpedour  at¬ 
tends  the  throne :  The  reftlefs  genii  eagerly 
obferve  her  countenance,  and  are  aftonilhed  at 
her  firmnefs  :  She  fpeaks  in  thefe  terms : 

K  I  know  that  my  conduCt  is  blamed,  and 
that  plots  are  formed  againft  me  :  It  has  been 
in  my  power  openly  to  inflift  very  feVere  pu- 
nidiments ;  but  I  difdain  all  black  fecrecy.  If 
it  appears  humiliating  to  my  fubjeCts  to  obey 
my  will,  it  is  no  lefs  fo  to  me  to  be  fubje&ed 

to 
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to  laws,  the  wifdom  of  which  I  cannot  per¬ 
ceive  j  and  I  had  rather  live  the  flave  of  truth* 
than  reign  by  falfehood  over  corrupted  fub- 
jeCts.”  Simouftapha  then  appeared,  to  the 
great  aftonifhment  of  the  aflembly :  She  calls 
him,  and  places  him  by  her  fide. 

“  Come  and  affitl:  me,”  fays  fhe  to  him  with 
a  firmer  tone,  to  hold  the  laft  council  at  which 
I  wifh  ever  to  prefide ;  and  you,'  rebels !  at¬ 
tend  :  I  mean  not  to  reproach  you  with  rifing 
againft  me ;  you  have  only  followed  the  incli¬ 
nations  of  your  hearts  ;  but,  in  order  that  I  may 
forget  your  rebellions,  abjure  with  me  the 
power  we  hold  of  Kokopilefobe ;  let  us  re¬ 
nounce  the  crimes  of  my  grandfather,  and 
thofe  which  he  made  us  commit  upon  the  fa¬ 
tality  of  the  lot  which  hurried  vis  into  them  j. 
and  fwear,  as  I  do,  upon  the  divine  Koran, 
that  you  will  be  the  (laves  of  God,  and  of  his 
great  prophet  Mahomet  1” 

If  the  cloud  which  contains  the  thunder  had 
burfi:  in  the  midft  of  the  divan,  it  would  have 
produced  lefs  fenfible  effefls  than  the  unex¬ 
pected  difeourfe  of  Setelpedour :  Terror  fuf- 
pehds  their  fpeech ;  flaming  fulphur  iflues  from 
every  quarter ;  and  this  infeCted  odour  filled  the 
hall.  On  a  fudden  a  frightful  noife  is  heard  ; 
It  is  occafioned  by  the  arrival  of  Bahlifboull, 
R  2  w  ho 
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who  had  been  delivered  from  his  chains  by  Ko- 
kopilefobe  liimfelf. 

This  formidable  genius,  covered  with  burn¬ 
ing  armour,  of  frightful  ftature,  and  hideous 
sfp&ft,  entered  precipitately,  and  attempted  to 
ftrike  down  Setelpedour  with  his  lance  of  fire  \ 
-r-Simouftapha  draws  his  feymitar,  and  parries 
the  fatal  blow.  The  light  which  darted  from 
the  brilliant  weapon  of  the  Indian  prince 
blinds  in  a  moment  his  adverfary,  and  his  ac¬ 
complices  ;  and  they  all  appear  thunderftruck. 

Horrid  darknefs  inftantly  overfpreads  Ginnif- 
tan  :  The  fun  had  never  enlightened  that  de- 
teftable  country  5  the  light  which  had  hitherto 
fupplied  it  was  the  efFe<ft  of  a  continual  en¬ 
chantment,  the  charm  of  which  was  in  the 
crown  which  Setelpedour  had  juft  trampled  un¬ 
der  her  feet. 

Simouftapha  and  Setelpedour,  with  wary 
ileps,  traverfe  the  darknefs :  They  arrive  at  the 
apartment  of  the  bird  of  paradife,  whofe  fpark- 
ling  head  enlightened  all  around  :  Every  time 
he  moved  it,  or  fhook  his  wings,  it  emitted  a 
new  luftre. 

**  Let  us  begone,  my  dear  miftrefs,”  fays  the 
pretty  bird,  “  all  my  feathers  are  at  your  fer- 
vice  •,  but  take  along  with  you  the  old  Bakbak 
and  her  nephew  *,  they  are  both  benumbed  with 
fear:  I  know  not  who  fold  them  to  take  re- 
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fuge  under  my  cage  ;  but  they  have  been  well 
advifed.” 

Bakbak  and  Jazzel  had  fallen  into  a  fwoon : 
They  are  tied  on  the  fore  part  of  the  chariot, 
formed  of  the  feathers  of  the  bird ;  and  our. 
lovers,  delivered  from  every  danger,  fet  out 
for  Caffer-il-Harais. 

The  fairy-feather  which  had  tranfported  Si¬ 
mouftapha  goes  off  to  inform  Ilfetilfone :  It 
accofts  this  young  princefs  in  the  ihape  of 
a  white  pigeon  ;  perches  on  her  fhoulder, 
and  fays  to  her :  “  Madam,  Simouftapha  and 
Setelpedour  are  juft  arrived ;  but  you  cannot 
receive  the  queen  in  the  garden;  fhe  is  not  yet 
permitted  to  enter  it ;  come  and  wait  upon  her 
in  the  great  faloon  of  the  palace.” 

The  princefs  flies  thither ;  the  bird  follows: 
The  three  16vers  embrace  each  other,  their 
tranfports  are  boundlefs  \  and  the  profpe£t  of 
an  union,  which  no  obftacle  fhall  be  able  to* 
thwart,  appears  to  raife  them  to  the  fummit  of 
happinefs. 

Another  fcene  of  gratitude  pafles  upon  a 
ftand  on  which  Simouftapha  had  laid  the  Ko¬ 
ran  :  The  two  birds  had  both  left  their  cage; 
and,,  having  endeavoured  to  get  before  each 
other,  refted  on  the  edges  of  the  facred  book. 
When  they  had  refpe<ft fully  faiuted  it  with 
their  bill  and  their  vrings,  they  mutually  ca-; 

R  £  reffed 


IpS  ARABIAN  TALES, 

refled  one  another  in  the  moft  affectionate 
manner. 

On  a  fudden,  the  little  bird  which  Setelpe- 
dour  had  given  to  the  caliph’s  daughter,  and 
which  remained  conftantly  in  the  caftle,  be- 
caufe  it  could  not  be  admitted  into  the  garden, 
runs  up,  and,  without  daring  to.  reft  on  the 
Koran,  waits  till  its  parents  invite  it  to  ap¬ 
proach.  They  affift  it  in  mounting;  they  ca- 
refs  it ;  and  the  little  animal  cries  out  in  its 
own  language,  as  yet  unfortunately  too  limi¬ 
ted,  “  True !  True!  Onty  true?* 

For  the  firft  time  it  was  heard  to  utter  two 
words  fucceftively.  The  curfe  pronounced  up¬ 
on  it  was  taken  off :  InftruCted  by  its  parents, 
and  become  faithful  like  themfelves,  it  was 
going  to  enjoy  all  'the  privileges  of  the  birds  of 
paradife*  This  little  interefting  fcene  agreea¬ 
bly  arrefted  the  attention  of  the  lovers ;  but  it 
was  now  time  to  converfe  about  their  perfonal 
Concerns. 

Setelpedour  relates  to  Hfetilfone  the  ftory  of 
her  abdication,  and  the  valour  of  the  hero  who 
had  defended  her  again  ft  the  threats  of  the  hi¬ 
deous  Bahlitboull  :  The  recollection  of  this 
fcene  gives  new  animation  to  her  countenance  ; 
and  fhe  appears  irradiated  with  glory. 

Ilfetilfone  withes  to  perfuade  her  new  com¬ 
panion  to  partake  with  her  in  the  pleafures  of 
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the  garden  of  the  palace.  “  My  dear  princels,” 
replies  Setelpedour,  “  neither  you  nor.  Simou- 
ftapha  can  of  yourfelves  open  the  gates  of  that 
delightful  abode  *,  even  the  wife  of  Simoufta- 
pha  cannot  enter  it,  till  the  vicar  of  God  upon 
earth,  the  great  caliph  Haroun-Alrafchid,  by 
adopting  her  for  his  daughter,  {hall  allow  her 
to  be  admitted  to  all  its  privileges.  I  owe  to 
Simouftapha  ths  happinefs  of  being  a  Mufiiil— 
man  ;  to  you  it  belongs  to  direct  the  means  by 
which  fhe,  who  was  queen  among  idols,  may 
attain  that  perfect  converfion  which  {hall  ren¬ 
der  her  for  ever  the  flave  of  God,  and  the  a- 
poftle  of  the  deftroyer  of  idols.  I  will  medi¬ 
tate  on  the  holy  book  from  which  I  have  hi¬ 
therto  turned  away  my  eyes  ;  the  angelic  voice 
of  the  birds  of  paradife  fhall  be  my  interpreters. 
Go,  and  revilit  parents  whofe .  happinefs  de¬ 
pends  upon  you  ;  children,  who  ftretch  out 
their  arms  to  embrace  you;  and  who  from 
you  alfo  muft  derive  their  happinefs :  Speak  of 
me  to  the  caliph;  tell  him  that  Setelpedour 
languiihes,  as  a  vine  detached  from  the  elm,  till 
{he  become  the  fpoufe  of  Simouftapha ;  that 
the  prince  of  the  Indies  can  only  efpoufe  her 
who  is  publicly  declared  the  daughter  of  the 
commander  of  the  faithful ;  hut  in  vain  will 
{he  be  adorned  with  this  title,  fhe  will  always 
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be  inferior  in  virtue  and  in  charms  to  the  ami¬ 
able  Iifetilfone. 

"  Great  queen,”  anfwered  the  princefs,  “  I 
throw  myfelf  at  your  feet.” — “  I  am  no  longer 
queen,”  fays  Setelpedour,  railing,  her;  “  my 
throne  from  henceforth  is  in  your  heart,  and  in 
that  of  Simouftapha.”  Thefe  declarations  were 
fealed  by  the  moft  tender  cardies  among  the 
three  lovers ;  and  if  they  appeared  to  abate, 
the  youngeft  of  the  birds  cried,.  Encore!  Encore! 
Encore ! 

At  laft  Simouftapha  and  Iifetilfone  fet  out 
for  Bagdad  with  the  fame  retinue  as  before  : 
They  return  to  the  palace,  where  they  are 
anxious  to  entertain  Haroun  and  Zobeida  with 
the  relation  of  the  wonders  they  had  feeny  and 
the  emotions  they  had  felt. 

The  generous  princefs  perfuades  her  father 
to  adopt  Setelpedour  for  his  daughter,  in  order 
that  Ihe  may  become  the  fpoufe  of  Simoufta¬ 
pha  :  To  Zobeida  her  daughter’s  conduct  ap¬ 
pears  highly  inconliderate  ;  Ihe  appears  volun¬ 
tarily  to  folicit  a  rival :  i(  Ah !  Madam,”  fays 
Iifetilfone  to  her,  “  the  woman  who  loves  Si¬ 
mouftapha  as  I  do,  can  never  be  my  rival,  fhe 
can  only  affift  me  in  promoting  his  happinefs.” 

The  caliph,  better  inftruded  than  Zobeida, 
fully  comprehends  the  reafons  of  his  daughter  v 
he  had,  befides,  the  higheft  efteem  for  the 
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character  of  Setelpedour  *,  and  every  thing  de¬ 
termines  him  to  undertake  a  journey  to  Caffer- 
il-Harais,  whenever  the  affairs  of  frate  fhall 
permit. 

In  the  mean  time,  Setelpedour  begins  a  re¬ 
form  which  was  neceffary  to  enable  her  to  em¬ 
brace  the  law  of  the  divine  prophet :  She  en¬ 
deavours  to  get  herfelf  mftruCted  in  new  prin¬ 
ciples,  of  which  fhe  was  ignorant :  She  curbs 
her  proud  imperious  mind,  already  become  ge¬ 
nerous  and  beneficent :  She  is  in  queft  of  a  vir¬ 
tue  more  fimple  and  more  pure,  which  rejects 
every  interefted  motive,  which  banifhes  felf- 
love,  the  bane  of  fociety  ;  that  virtue  is  chari- 
rity  :  It  extends  to  every  objeCt,  and  difplavs 
itfelf  by  every  fort  of  means  ;  it  often  happens 
that  we  have  no  occafion  to  open  our  hand  ta 
give  a  great  deal. 

Setelpedour  had  withdrawn  Bakbak  and  her 
nephew  Jazzel  from  the  wrath  of  the  genii ; 
but  what  will  become  of  them,  ftrangers  upon 
the  earth,  banifhed  from  Ginnifian,  and 
thurfr  out  of  heaven  ?  She  undertakes  to  put 
them  under  the  fame  protection  to  which  ihc 
had  committed  herfelf :  The  old  woman  qbferves 
the  queen  conftantly  employed  in  reading :  “  Is 
it  the  Koran  that  you  read,  madam  ? — Yes, 
Bakbak,  and  I  with  you  were  able  to  read  it  al- 
fo  ;  Have  you  any  defire  to  know  the  truth  it 
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contains,  and,  together  with  your  nephew,  to 
obey  them  ? — No  perfon  loves  the  truth  more 
than  I  do ;  I  got  tnyfelf  a  bad  ch^ra&er  by 
fearching  for  it  every  where,  and  telling  it 
morning  and  night :  I  never  fuffered  my  verity 
to  be  called  in  queftion.  It  is  true,  that,  in 
what  they  call  truth,  a  great  deal  inay  be  laid  on 
both  lides  ;  but  you  have  only  to  tell  both  Tides 
of  the  matter  ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  every  thing  is 
faid. — Can  you  ready  Bakbak? — Yes,  madam, 
provided  the  writing  be  not  too  fmall  ”  She 
at  the  fame  time  calls  her  eyes  on  the  firfl 
page. 

You  mull  know,  that  at  Ginniflan  they  de¬ 
parted  very  much  from  the  original  language  : 
1  hey  fpoke  a  fort  of  broken  Arabic,  and  you 
may  imagine  that  the  dialect  of  the  old  woman 
was  not  very  pure.  Setelpedour  condefcended  to 
-make  her  fpell  all  the  letters  of  the  firfl  line  : 
u  There  is  one  God  only,  and  Mahomet  is  his 
“  prophet.” 

When  Bakbak  had  repeated  thefe  words  a 
Efficient  number  of  times, All !  that  is  pretty,” 
cried  fhe,  “  they  fhall  hear  me  fpeak-,  I  will  make 
a  noife,  I  anfwer  for  it.  Below,  in  the  anti¬ 
chamber,  there  are  two  knaves,  the  genii  of  the 
box  and  of  the  ring,  lazy  drones,  who  are  al¬ 
ways  fitting  with  their  arms  acrofs,  and  have 
never  laid  a  finger  on  a  book :  Ah !  I  will  dif- 
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courfe  to  them  about  it. — Let  us  fee  ;  we  will 
laugh  together. — There  is  otic — Oh!  that's  finely 
faid.« — There  is  one  God , — that’s  well  enough  1 
I  will  not  leave  them  the  whole  day,  till  I  have 
made  them  read  with  me.”  Setelpedour  finiled 
at  the  odd  zeal  of  the  gnome,  who  immedi¬ 
ately  goes  down  to  the  antichamber. 

“  Come  hither  !  come  hither,  mifcreants ! 
who  love  the  demons  only,  becaufe  you  are  two 
of  them  !  Here’s  a  book,  which  has  been  gi¬ 
ven  me  by  our  fo  great,  fo  good,  fo  fwefct,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  fo  formidable  queen,  that  all 
the  genii  were  aftoniftied  at  her,  and  overwhel¬ 
med  with  darknefs  in  broad  day  :  See  how  it  is 
written  !  The  pen  was  taken  from  the  wing  of" 
an  angel !  you  could  never  have  furnifhed  the 
like,  ye  bats  that  ye  are  !  and. that  ink  is  made 
with  a  liquor  from  the  eye  of  the  raven  which 
wrent  firft  out  of  Noah’s  ark  j  but  all  that  is  no¬ 
thing  ;  you  muft  read  like  me,  word  for  word, 
what  is  written  : — There  is  only — There  is  one  God y 
•who  is — one  God  only — and  Mahomet  is— only  4  pro¬ 
phet.  What  have  ye  to  fay  that,  ye  wretches  ? 
You  never  did  any  good  addon,  and  you  will 
continue  in  your  old  tricks  ;  yet  you  muft  con- 
fider  what  is  to  happen  at  laft ;  for,  as  the 
book  fays  ;  “  There  is  hut  one  God ,  and  cue  Ma¬ 
homet,  who  are,  prophets”  dfiw  pnir 


Jemal 


204 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


Jemal,  overwhelmed  with  his  fad  situation,  and 
his  want  of  employment,  which  was  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  abdication  of  his  Sovereign,  far 
from  giving  a  direct  anfwer,  fays  to  the  old  wo¬ 
man,  You  are  much  broke,  Bakbak,  fince  you 
came  here,  and  you  did  very  ill  t6  forget  your 
falfe  teeth. 

(C  I  broke  !”  anfwered  {he,  cc  what  does  that 
wry-faced  fpindle-fhanks  mean  ?  It  ill  befits 
thee  to  fpeak  of  falfe  teeth  \  every  thing  is 
falfe  about  thee,  even  thy  face.  Take  care, 
for  if  I  give  thee  one  good  curfe,  thou  fhalt 
again  be  changed  into  Ranfrack,  and  continue 
thy  evil  ways  ;  but  confider  that  thou  oughtefi: 
one  day  to  leave  them  off,  becaufe,  “  if  God  is  a 
“  God,  Mahomet  is  his  prophet.”  Bakbak 
carries  back  the  book. 

Well !  Tays  Setelpedour,  have  you  wrought 
a  converfion  ? — Oh  !  Madam,  anfwers  the  old 
woman,  one  cannot  make  thefe  rogues  hear 
reafon :  In  vain  did  I  repeat,  <c  that  there  is 
<c  but  one  prophet,  and  one  Mahomet,  who  is 
€C  God.” — Hold,  Bakbak,  you  make  the  Ko¬ 
ran  rave :  M  There  is  one  God  only,  and  Ma- 
“  hornet  is  his  prophet.” 

This  converfation  was  interrupted  by  an  in- 
terefling  viiit :  It  was  the  charming  Simoufta- 
pha  mounted  on  his  courfer.  He  had  left 
Bagdad  in  the  morning,  and  nobody  could 
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follow  him;  he  finds  Setelpedour  with  her 
book  and  her  birds  :  She  learns  with  a  fatif- 
fa&ion,  to  which  the  blulh  011  her  cheek  bears 
witnefs,  that  the  caliph  defigns  to  acknowledge 
her  as  his  daughter,  Ilfetilione  as  her  filler, 
and  both  as  the  fpoufe  of  the  bearer  of  fuch  a- 
greeable  intelligence  j  in  fiiort,  that  Haroun 
would  immediately  come  in  perfon  to  confe- 
crate  an  alliance  which  occafioned  fo  much  joy. 

They  interrogate  the  birds,  to  know  if  -any 
thing  would  crofs  this  marriage :  The  bird  of 
Setelpedour  anfwers,  that  every  thing  in  Gin- 
niftan  favoured  it  \  the  bird  of  the  tree  faid, 
that  this  fuccefs  would  make  amends  for  its  be¬ 
ing  fo  long  deprived  of  its  mate;  and  their 
child  (which  now  fpoke  with  great  facility)  de¬ 
clared,  that  a  marriage  which  procured  happi- 
nefs  to  it  mull  be  fortunate :  The  lovers  made 
them  repeat  a  thoufand  times  thefe  prefages. 

It  was  at  length  necelfary  for  Simouftapha 
to  leave  the  caftle  of  Caller -il-Harais ;  duty  and 
love  recal  him  to  Bagdad,  where  he  pafies  an¬ 
other  month  before  the  completion  of  the  wilh- 
es  of  Setelpedour. 

The  defired  event  at  laft  takes  place :  The 
caliph,  his  fpoufe,  and  their  daughter,  fet  out 
for  the  caftle,  in  the  midft  of  four  thoufand 
knights,  and  twenty  thoufand  troopers,  prece¬ 
ded  by  military  inftruments,  and  all  the  pomp 
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neceflary  for  the  defign  which  was  the  objeCt 
of  their  journey.  The  firfh  morning  they  fet 
out,  Simouftapha  feparated  himfelf  from  the 
cavalcade,  fo  inform  Setelpedour  of  the  vifit 
fhe  wa£  about  to  receive.  This  beautiful  queen 
meets  the  carriages  in  the  firft  court  of  the 
caflle,  and  is  obliged  to  receive  the  homage 
which  fhe. is  unable  to  prevent.  Her  beauty 
aftoniihes  the  caliph,  alarms  Zobeida,  captivates 
Ilfetilfone  and  Simouftapha,  and  is  admired  by 
the  whole  court  of  the  commander  of  the  faith¬ 
ful.  3 

We  fhall  not  dwell  upon  the  ceremonial  of 
their  magnificent  reception  *,  the  expences  were 
defrayed  from  the  treafures  of  the  caliph;  and 
the  fruits  of  the  garden  furnifhed  all  the  deli¬ 
cacies.  Neither  fhall  we  infill  on  the  ceremo¬ 
nies  of  the  mufti,  and  the  delays  of  the  law¬ 
yers  :  Nor  even  defcribe  the  pleafures  of  a 
marriage,  which  for  the  firft  time  united  three 
hearts  to  one  another.  We  fhall  omit  all  re¬ 
flections  on  the  mutual  happinefs  of  the  caliph’s 
family,  of  the  Indian  prince,  and  at  the  caflle 
of  Cafler-il-Harais ;  for  we  have  been  fo  hur¬ 
ried  on  by  the  immenfe  fpaces  which  it  was  ne-* 
ceffary  to  traverfe,  by  the  variety  and  the  mul¬ 
titude  of  events,  that  we  have  loft  fight  of 
time,  which  ought  to  regulate  all  our  details. 
Let  uspurfue  objects  on  which  it  leaves  fo  fen- 

ftble 


ARABIAN  TALES  207 

fible  marks,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  mis¬ 
take  its  courfe. 

The  beard  of  Haroun-Alrafchid  was  become 
infinitely  more  venerable  ;  the  fame  fire  ani¬ 
mates  his  looks;  but  deep  wrinkles  furrow  his 
auguft  brow.  He  had  for  ten  years  difcontir- 
nued  his  nightly  circuits  in  Bagdad,  which  was 
attended  with  fo  great  advantages  in  detecting 
the  conduct  of  his  minifters,  and  watching  over 
fhe  happinefs  of  the  Muffulmans.  But,  while 
he  perceives  the  angel  of  death  advancing  with 
too  rapid  Brides  Towards  him,  he  fees  himfelf 
live  anew  in  his  moft  amiable  offspring.  His 
grandfon  Haroun-Ben-Alrafchid  joins  to  the 
age  of  ten  years  all  the  perfections  which  have 
attracted  our  admiration  in  the  prince  of  the 
Indies  and  his  fpoufe.  Other  defendants  no 
lefs  interefiing  comfort  his  old  age.  He  fees 
himfelf  revive  by  the  fortunate  birth  of  the  fon 
of  his  adopted  daughter,  a  little  Simouftapha 
as  beautiful  as  his  father. 

But  happinefs  is  not  the  lot  of  every  father  $ 
that  of  the  Indian  prince,  far  from  partaking 
in  the  enjoyments  of  the  caliph,  thought  him- 
folf  unfortunate ;  and  his  fpoufe  fhared  in  his 
grief. 

Twelve  years  had  almoB  elapfed  fince  they 
had  feen  a  beloved  fon,  who  >vas  their  only 
hope.  Happily  for  them,  however,  the  rofe-bufh, 
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which  was  left  them  by  Benalab,  had  not  de¬ 
cayed.  It  flourilhed  more  and  more,  and 
grew  every  day  more  beautiful.  They  had 
comforted  themfelves  \vith  contemplating  this 
ihrub,  the  pledge  of  their  fon*s  profperity,  and 
were  every  moment  in  anxious  expedition  of 
feeing  him  again. 

Simouftapha,  in  order  to  conceal  his  firfc 
projects,  the  fuccefs  of  which  was  extremely 
doubtful,  endeavoured  to  keep  them  ignorant 
of  his  ilrffc  adventures,  from  which  he  was  un¬ 
willing  to  be  diverted.  When  thefe  had  fuc- 
ceeded  to  his  wifhes,  he  delayed  to  inform 
them  till  next  day  5  but,  afliamed  of  a  delay 
which  appeared  to  him  incapable  of  excufe,  ho 
continued  in  this  reprehenlible  filence.  How 
dangerous  is  it  to  delay  till  to-morrow  ! 

Mean  while  an  era  arrived,  when  the  lilence 
of  Simouftapha  became  extremely  afHidng  to 
his  family.  The  moment  that  Setelpedour  fub- 
mitted  to  the  law  of  the  great  prophet*  and  en¬ 
tirely  abjured  that  of  Kokopilefobe,  all  the  en¬ 
chantments  which  Hie  had  performed,  and 
which  had  been  performed  in  her  name,  were 
deftroyed :  The  beautiful  rofe-bufh  of  the  In¬ 
dian  king  withered ;  mourning  and  deflation 
reigned  in  the  palace  and  death  was  about  to 
follow. 
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A  bird,  a  meflenger  from  t lie  benevolent 
fpirits,  pafled  over  Cafler-il-Harais  in  its  paf- 
fage  from  India,  and  reported  thefe  tilings  to 
the  birds  of  paradife.  That  of  the  tree  of  the 
garden  faid  to  his  mate,  “  Go,  fearch  into  the 
apartment  which  is  occupied  by  the  prmceifes, 
and  get  for  me  a  very  fmall  vial,  which  you 
muft  fill  with  river-water  from  the  bafon  in  the 
garden  ;  and  then^tie  it  to  my  neck  with  a  fixiajl 
ribband.  I  am  going  to  India,  and  our  fan 
muft  accompany  me  ;  and  if  any  one  fhould  aik 
where  we.  are,  you  muft  fay,  that  I  have  taken 
my  fon  up  to  the  tree  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
ftru&ing  him.”  The  good  little  female  did  a? 
ihe  was  ordered. 

The  birds  flew  away  with  great  rapidity : 
And  the  parents  of  Simouftapha,  when  they 
arofe,  found  the  rofe-bufti  revived,  and  much 
more  beautiful  than  ever.  A  new  ftalk  fhot 
up,'  which  appeared  to  grow  out  of  the  firft ; 
and  the  two  branches  .united  again  ;  fo  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  determine  which  of  them  af¬ 
forded  nourishment  to  the  beautiful  fiowe^s 
with  which  they  were  loaded. 

The  hopes  of  the  king  and  queen  of  the  Indies 
immediately  revived  at  this  prodigy ;  they  fent 
for  the  aftrologers,  and  required  of  them,  an 
explanation  of  the  phenomenon  of  the  hidden 
death  and  reanimation  of  the  rofe-bufti.  The 
S  3  learned 
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learned  confidently  affirmed,  that  the  prince's 
life  had  been  in  the  greateft  danger,  but  that 
it  had  been  happily  protected  all  the  rofes 
with  which  the  bulb  was  loaded  were  the  vir¬ 
tues  he  had  acquired*  and  the  fciences  by  which 
he  was  adorned ;  for  one  virtue  begets  another  * 
and  thefe  happy  acquifitions  were  all  connected. 
Such  was  the  interpretation  of  the  double  ftalk; 
it  was  impoffible  to  know  to  which  of  all  his 
excellent  qualities  the  happy  fruits  which  they 
produced  were  to  be  afcribed. 

All  thefe  explanations,  as  clear  as  they  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  juft,  agreed  perfectly  with  the 
ftrft  obfervation  which  had  been  made  at  the 
birth  of  the  great  prince  Simouftapha,  who  was 
one  day  to  become  the  accompliftied  pattern  of 
the  forereigns  of  the  earth.  How  confolatory 
was  this  myfterious  emblem  of  the  rofe-bufh  ? 
But*  ah  \  how  much  did  the  reality  exceed  this. 
■figurative  reprefentation  1 

The  Indian  king  and  his  fpoufe,  wearied 
with  fending  meflengers  into  the  four  quarters 
of  the  world  in  fearth  of  their  fon*  without 
fuccefs*  determined  at  length  to  go  in  queft  of 
him  themfelves  *,  and  being  now  convinced 
that  he  exifted  in  fome  part  of  the  inhabited 
world,  determined  to  undertake  a  voyage. 

Should  any  one  be  difpofed  to  cenfure  the 
very  extraordinary  ftlence  of  Simouftapha  to¬ 
wards 
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Wards  a  family  that  ought  to  have  been  dear  to 
him,  and  to  complain  of  the  obftinate  deftiny 
which  thwarted  every  attempt  to  difcover  him  ; 
it  may  be  remarked,  that,  if  the  Indian  prince 
had  difcovered  himfelf  fooner,  he  would  have 
been  recalled  into  his  father’s  kingdom  at  the 
time  of  his  marriage  with  Hfetilfone  *,  that  Se- 
telpedour,  worthy  of  a  better  fate,  would  have 
continued  the  queen  of  the  frightful  Ginniftan ; 
and  that  we  are  here  led  to  admire  that  fove- 
reign  wifdom,  which,  by  means  of  the  blind 
conduct  of  mortals,  accomplifhes  its  important 
purpofes. 

Prolperity  and  happinefs  continued  to  reign 
at  Bagdad  and  Cafier-il-Harais :  And  the  wife 
Zobeida,  thinking  her  daughter  much  happier 
fioce  fhe  fhared  with  Setelpedour  the  heart  of 
Simouftapha,  at  length  agreed,  that,  from  a 
man’s  union  with  two  wives,  a  very  great  ad¬ 
vantage  might  refult  to  all  the  three,  provided 
one  of  the  women  had  the  gift  of  enchant- 

.ineflk/p  me*’*  jdt  07 w  an/h/r"*  t  < 

A  rumour  of  war  foon  feparated  this  charm¬ 
ing  party.  They  wrote  from  Baflpra,  that  a 
numerous  fleet  threatened  the  coaft  with  an  in- 
vafion ;  and  the  caliph,  prefuming  that  the  in¬ 
fidels  were  coming  to  revenge  their  defeat  be¬ 
fore  Damafcus,  ordered  levies  to  be  made 
throughout  the  whole  empire.  Two  hundred 

thoufand 
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thoufand  men,  muft  march  to  the  relief  of  Baf- 
fora,  and  the  cities  which  may  be  attacked ;  of 
which  army  Simouftapha  was  to  have  the  coriv 
mand. 

The  troops  afTembled,  began  their  march, 
and  foon  arrived  at  Baflora  5  fortifications  were 
ere&ed  on  every  place  where  the  enemy  could 
attempt  a  defcent ;  the  courfe  of  the  fleet  was 
watched ;  and  the  winds  feemed  to  favour  its 
approach  to  the  land,  and  it  might  come  to  an 
anchor  in  the  road  of  Baflora.  The  fize  of  the 
veflels  of  which  it  was  compofed  gave  it  a  for¬ 
midable  appearance  5  yet  it  had  not  committed 
any  a<ft  of  hoftility ;  the  fifliermen  who  were 
employed  at  a  little .  diftance  from  it  had  not 
been  diflurbed ;  and  it  was  very  clear,  that  it 
had  not  been  fitted  out  by  the  infidels :  At 
length  it  fet  up  the  Indian  flag. 

At  this  fignal,  the  heart  of  Simouftapha  was 
greatly  moved :  A  boat  left  the  largeft  of  the 
Blips,  and  rowed  towards  land.  Simoufta- 
pfya  went  on  board  one  of  his  own,  with  the 
young  Haroun,  his  fon,  and  fet  off  to  meet  the 
Indian  boat.  When  they  were  within  hearing, 
an  Indian  officer  who  was  on  board  alked  per- 
mifiion  to  land  at  Baflora ;  he  told  that  the  mo¬ 
narch  of  thelndies  was  on  board  one  of  the  veflels, 
feeking  every  where  for  his  fon  Simouftapha,  and 
that,  as  he  purfued  his  fearch,  he  wiffied  to  pay. 

homage 
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homage  to  his  friend  and  ally  the  caliph  Ha- 
roun  Alrafchidj  he  told  alfo  that  the  Ipoufe 
of  the  Indian  king  had  embarked  along  with 
him. 

Simouflapha  endeavoured  to  reftrain  his  te&rs 
of  joy.  “  Return  to  the  vefiel,”  faid  he  to 
the  officer  j  “  I  will  go  on  board  your  boat  and 
accompany  you.”  At  the  fame  time,  he  order¬ 
ed  his  fon  inftantly  to  get  ready  the  caliph’s 
boat,  and  caufe  it  to  be  joined  by  all  that  were 
in  the  harbour ;  he  then  went  into  the  Indian 
boat,  and  was  carried  to  the  (hip  from  which  it 
had  come. 

At  this  moment  the  Indian  king  was  obfer- 
ving  from  the  deck  what  palled  in  this  inter¬ 
view  betwixt  the  two  boats.  He  had  feen  st* 
mariner,  in  fplendid  armour,  enter  the  boat 
which  returned,  and  ordered  people  to  be  pla¬ 
ced  on  the  ladders  to  affift  him  coming  on 
board,  and  he  himfelf  waited  for  him  on  the  deck. 

Simouflapha  immediately  threw  himfelf  at  his 
father’s  feet,  without  being  difcovered  by  him, 
and  bathed  them  with  his  tears.  The  mo¬ 
narch,  aftonifhed  at  that  remarkable  ho¬ 
mage,  in  a  flrange  country,  railed  the  man 
who  had  thus  proftrated  himfelf.  A  flood  of 
tears  concealed  from  him  features  which  were 
deeply  engraved  on  his  memory  and  his  heart  ; 
but  the  voice  of  nature  was  heard  i  andhisfenfes 

being 
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beirlg  weakened  by  the  furprife,  he  reeled  againft 
the  maft  of  the  vellel,  exclaiming,  “  It' is  my 
^  fbn!” 

This  declaration,  and  the  accident  which  had 
happened,  quickly  brought  the  queen,  who 
mingled  her  tears  and  embraces  in  the  arms  Of 
her  fonmid  herhufband  ;  and  they  all  three 
enjoyed  the  fwOeteft  fenfation  of  nature.  Thefe 
delightful  feelings  were  kindled  anew  by  the 
fight  of  the  tender  flioot,  who  foon  after  ar¬ 
rived.  The  young  and  charming  Haroun,  in 
complete  armour,  at  the  age  of  eleven,  and  u- 
niting  grace  with  innocence,  was  led  on  board 
by  the  rrioft  conllderable  knights  in  the  Maho¬ 
metan  army,  and  found  himfelf  in  the  arms  of 
parents  whom  Simouftapha  had  fo  often  men¬ 
tioned.  The  joy  of  this  happy  family  will  ad¬ 
mit  of  no  defcription.  The  Indian  king  land¬ 
ed  at  Baflora ;  the  Caliph  was  freed  from  un- 
eafinefs  refpe&ing  the  fleet  \  and  the  hope  ot 
feeing  his  ancient  friend  fhed  a  gleam  of  joy 
over  his  declining  days.  Thefe  important  news 
reached  Caffer-il-Harais,  and  happinefs  was  com¬ 
municated  from  the  heart  of  the  princefles  to 
that  of  their  children  ;  even  the  birds  appear¬ 
ed  to  partake  of  it ;  every  thing  {hared  in  the 
generaljoy. 

The  caliph’s  army  was  difbanded,  and  that  which 
accompanied  the  Indian  king  remained  at  Bafc 
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fora.  He  liimfelf  marched  to  Bagdad,  conduc¬ 
ted  by  Simouftapha,  who,  attended  by  four 
thoufand  knights,  and  the  caliph,  came  out  to 
meet  them  with  the  moft  magnificent  retinue  > 
and  thefe  affe&ionate  friends  were  again  united* 

Bagdad  had  afiiimed  a  new  appearance,  and  the 
Indian  monarch  entered  it  under  a  long  fuccef- 
fion  of  triumphal  arches*  The  caliph  had  dis¬ 
played  all  his  power  to  give  a  fuitable  recep¬ 
tion  to  his  friend  and  ally.  The  mod  fplendid 
ceremonies  were  conlecrated  by  the  moft  folemn 
ads  of  religion,  and  were  crowned  by  public  re¬ 
joicings. 

There  yet  remained  to  the  king  and  queen  of 
the  Indies  a  very  interefting  journey.  It  was  that 
to  Cafier-il-Harajs,  where  the  two  princefles, 
Simoufhpha’s  wives,  and  their  charming  fami¬ 
ly  refided. 

The  caliph  immediately  ordered  preparations 
for  this  journey,  which  were  in  no  refped  in¬ 
ferior  to  thofe  which  Bagdad  juft  beheld.  The 
princefies  had  been  informed  of  their  intention  j 
and  the  banner  of  the  caliph  and  of  the  Indian 
king  were  even  feen  dreaming  in  the  air.  Met* 
fengers  had  gone  before  the  advanced  guard : 
They  at  length  arrived ;  and,  in  the  tranfports 
of  mutual  affection,  thefe  two  families  felt  the 
moft  agreeable  emotions  of  Nature ;  The  queen 
pf  the  Indies  then  recognifed  all  the  flow* 

ers 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


ers  of  the  flrft  rofe-bufh,  could  never  be  fatisfied 
with  looking  at  them,  and  affectionately  prefi¬ 
xing  them  to  her  bofpm. 

After  a  magnificent  repaft,  they  entered  the 
enchanted  garden,  where  a  feaft,  as  ravifhing  as 
it  was  unexpected*  awaited  them. 

By  order  of  the  three  birds  of  paradife,  all  the 
reft  were  aflembled,  and  formed  a  melodious  con¬ 
cert  ;  and,  if  they  alighted  for  a  moment  on  the 
graft,  they  prefented  to  the  eye  a  plot  of  an  ani¬ 
mated  flower. 

At  this  harmonious  found,  the  antelopes, 
and  other  little  animals,  appeared  to  frifk  in 
meafured  time,  and  form  a  rural  dance.  The 
iilver  fillies'  left  the  fandy  bottom  of  the  bafons 
in  which  they  lay,  and,  with  their  varied  fcales, 
refleCbed.  the  bright  rays  of  the  fun  ;  The  water 
appeared  a  liquid  rainbow,  whofe  different  hues 
delighted  the  eye ;  and,  if  our  lovers  wandered 
in  thefe  delightful  groves,  it  was  only  to  fliare 
their  tranfports,  by  talking  of  them. 

But  it  was  now  time  for  the  Indian  king  to 
impart  to  his  fubje&s  the  happinefs  of  his  fuc- 
cefsful  voyage.  Simouftapha  and  his  two  fpoufes 
muft  go  along  with  him  ;  and,  to  compenfate 
their  loft,  the  caliph  detained  the  young  Ha- 
roun-Ben-Alrafchid,  whom  he  married  to  an 
only  daughter  of  one  of  the  Tons  whom  the 
commander  of  the  faithful  had  loft,  and  who, 

from 
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from  that  time,  became  the  preemptive  fucceG* 
for  to  his  crown. 

Simouftapha,  Ilfetiifone,  and  Setelpedour,  em¬ 
barked  with  their  family  for  India,  and  in  tears 
took  leave  of  the  young  Haroun.  He  attended 
his  relations  to  the  fhore  of  the  fea,  and,  after 
embracing  them,  “  Raife  an  army,"  fald  he  to 
his  father ;  *  I  will  afk  one  from  the  caliph* 
and,  with  thefe  united,  we  will  vanquifh  and 
bring  back  to  ourfelves  all  the  infidels ;  I  will 
have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  yon  again,  and  will 
bring  along  With  me  my*  little  Yalide;  We  will 
behold  and  embrace  one  another ;  I  will  cs- 
t efs  my  mother  and  my  filters,  and  we  will  all 
be  happy.” 

'The  fleet  had  already  left  the  fea  of  Baflora, 
and  was  in  frill  fail  for  the  Indian  fhores.  Where 
they  arrived,  after  a  pnofperous  voyage,  and 
Completed  the  happinefs  of  the  people.  Setel¬ 
pedour  found  there  a  happinefs  and  peace,  tS 
which  all  the  Crowns  of  ‘Ginniftan  Were  not 
worthy  to  be  compared ;  and  Simouftapha  re* 
ceived,  at  length,  the  reward  of  thofe  virtues 
which  the  Perfian  philofopher  had  planted  in 
his  heart. 

Scheherazade  having  finiflied  the  hiftory  of 
Simouftapha,  flopped  for  a  moment.  «  Is  this 
the  whole  hiftory  ?” — It  has  interefted  me  very 
Vol.  II.  T  much. 


2I&  Arabian  tales, 

much,  particularly  on  account  of  the  birds*  I 
am  extremely  forry  that  they  did  not  all  three 
fetout  for  India.  They  would  have  contribu¬ 
ted,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  to  preferVe  the 
peace  of  the  Family.  Could  I  enjoy  my  wifh, 
I  would  be  vaftly  pleafed  to  have  one  of  thefe 
birds.  You  have  (for  I  forgot  nothing)  told 
me  of  a  fifherman,  who  wifhed  to  throw  nets  of 
filk  into  the  water  ,  but  I  would  willingly  hunt 
thefe  birds  with  nets  of  the  feed  of  pearls. 

“  This  fancy  would  prove  extremely  dange¬ 
rous,  Oh!  my  magnanimous  fultan,”  replied 
Scheherazade  j  "  the  birds  of  paradife  are  not  ta¬ 
ken  in  fnares  like  thefe ;  you  might  catch  thofe 
of  Ginniflan,  which  would  appear  to  you  e- 
<pialiy  beautiful,  but  which  within,  as  well  as 
without,  are  perfidious  and  falfe.  As  day  is  not 
yet  near,  I  could  relate  to  your  highnefs  a  very 
tragical,  and  pretty  fhort  (lory,  that  would  make 
you  diftruft  any  connection  with  thefe  wonder¬ 
ful  birds  :  It  is  that  of  Alibengiad,  fultan  of  Hi- 
rak.” — “  I  will  hear  it  with  pleafure,”  replied 
the  fultan.  And  Scheherazade  thus  began : 
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The  Hi/lory  of  Alibengiatf>  Sultan  of  Ukaky  and  of 

the  fife  Birds,  of  Faradtje.  _  r\ 

•idl/v/  '{nt  ‘¥Hli>  x  uiuoJr  .yftffpn  sxb  to  eao} 

Alibengiad,  fultan  of  Hirak,  and  one  of  the 
defendants  of  Ali,  was  at  war  with  the  caliph 
Moavie.  He  thought  to  lay  a  fnare  for  the  ca¬ 
liph,  by  drawing  him  into  a  narrow  pal),  be¬ 
twixt  fome  heights,  of  which  he  had  made  him- 
felf  matter ,  Moavie  made  his  army  march 
flowlv,  and  fo  as  to  make  the  enemy  believe 
that  he  was  under  no  fufpicion  of  the  ftratagem 
they  had  employed  againft  him-  But  Aliben¬ 
giad  was  foon  defeated,  his  army  cut  in  pieces, 
and  he  himfelf  taken  prifoner,  and  {hut  up  in 
a  fort  upon  the  Aggiala,  a  few  leagued  diftant 
from  Caller-il-Harais. 

This  prifoner,  a  man  of  a  ferocious  dilpoll- 
tion,  had,  during  his  reign,  rendered  many  tin-* 
happy,  and  was  now  unable  to  bear  his  own 
misfortunes.  He  palled  continually,  fronpf  an 
unmanly  deje&ion,  to  tranlports  which  border¬ 
ed  on  madnefs. 

His  whole  fociety  was  an  eunuch,  of  fifteen 
years  of  age,  who  was  fhut  up  with  him ;  and 
he  palfed  his  time  in  prattling  with  this  young 
man,  no  lefs  fimple  than  ignorant.  He  exprefc 
fed  to  him  his  aftonilhment,  that  a  man  like 
T  2  Moavie, 
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Moavie,  who  fpent  his  time  in  devotion,  could 
fuddenly  adopt  fuch  meafures,  in  every  conflict, 
as  difeonceried  his  enemies,  and  know  before-, 
hand  their  defigns,  without  appearing  to  have 
examined  them. 

**■  Our  caliph,’*  faid  the  eunuch,  “  has  no 
need  of  fo  many  fpies,  nor  of  fo  much  atten¬ 
tion*  Whenever  he  is  told  that  an  enemy  ap-» 
proaches,  he  mounts  his  camel,  taking  with 
him  ^  fupply  of  provhions  his  bird  of  paradifb 
goes:  before,  and  points  out  the  weak  parts  of 
the  enemy*  their  ihatagems,  and  their  re->  * 
fources.’’ — What  bird  is  that  2”  faid  Alibengiad* 

“  Have  you  never  heard,”  replied  the  eunuch, 
u  of  the  birds  which  are  in  the  gardens  of  Caf- 
fer-U-Harais,  not  fat  Jhom  this?  Mahomet 
brought  a  breed  of  them  to  this  caflle;  they  no¬ 
ne  ver  .  go  out  but  in  the  fervice  of  a  prophet. 
They  are  often  talked  of  at  the  palace  j  for  die 
women  have  feen  them.  Thefe  birds  are  fa- 
cred*,  they  are  perfcftly  acquainted  with  the 
Koran,  and  fpeak  very  difiinftly.  They  are 
faid  to  do  every  thing.  I  have  heard  more 
than  ,  a  hundred  Tories  told  of  them,  fo  that  I 
have  fometimes  dreamed  of  them.  But  I  ne¬ 
ver  fay/  any  of  them,  except  in  a  dream.  They 
are  extremely  beautiful.  As  they  move  through 
the  air,  one  would  think  it  was  n  parcel  of  filk 
%ing,  fo  fine  and  light  is  their  plumage. 

“  Our 
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u  Our  grand  caliph  hath  certainly  one  of 
them,  which  ferves  and  convCrfcs  with  him; 
but  it  is  he  only  who  fees  and  hears  it  *,  by 
which  means  he  finds  out  every  thing  that  hap¬ 
pens  in  the  palace.  We  have  a  negro  among 
us,  who  gave  out  that  he  had  one  of  them, 
which  could  find  any  thing  that  was  loft. 
But  his  bird  did  not  prevent  him  from  drown- 
irig  himfelf  in  the  Ilfara.” 

The  fultan’s  head,  already  fomewhat  deran¬ 
ged,  became  ftill  more  fo  at  the  relation  of 
thefe  wonders,  and  many  others,  with  which 
the  eunuch  conftantly  entertained  him.  M  If  I 
could,”  faid  he  to  himfelf,  “  get  a  bird  like 
Moavie’s,  it  would  facilitate  my  efcape  from 
this  place ;  I  would  regain  my  provinces  by  its 
aid  >  I  would  raife  an  army,  and  engage  the  ca¬ 
liph  5  the  balance  of  power  would  be  maintains 
ed  by  forces  natural  and  miraculous ;  and  we 
fhould  then  fee  which  of  us  two  fhould  be  the 
conqueror^  It  is  not  far  from  this  to  Cafler- 
ihHarais ;  if  my  voice  could  reach  that  place  I 
might  determine  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
garden  to  come  to  my  relief.”— “•  Gw#/  comet 
come  to  me!”  cried  the  fultan  in  his  ehthufiaftm 
u  Come,  celejiial  and  powerful  birds  !  The  throne 
of  Hi  rak  ,  andthe  moji  fplendid  empire  I  may  be  able 
to  fubdueyJhall  he  your  cage  /” 

T  3 
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Alibengiad  was  fo  full  of  this  idea,  that  he 
forgot  his  prayers  both  evening  and  morning. 
Though  an  infidel,  he  had  hitherto  been  very 
pun&ual  in  that  duty*,  but  now  he  addrefied 
his  vows  only  to  the  wonderful  birds  •,  they  a- 
lone  occupied  his  thoughts. 

u  I  have  feen  one  of  them  to-night,”  faid 
the  eunuch  to  him  one  day  ;  “  I  thought  it 
fpoke  to  me  in  my  dream.”  “  Ah !  how  hap¬ 
py  art  thou !”  replied  the  fultan  •,  «  I  would 
give  half  ray  blood  to  fee  them,  though  but  in 
%  dream.” 

During  the  night,  this  idea  kept  the  fultan 
awake;  which  was  not  finely  the  way  to  have 
the  dream  he  defired :  But  fuddenly,  at  mid¬ 
night,  he  heard  a  knocking  at  his  window.  It 
was  an  hundred  and  twenty  feet  from  the 
ground  on  the  outfide.  He  looked  ;  the  win¬ 
dow  appeared  to  him  enlightened  as  if  it  had 
been  day.  He  examined  with  care  all  around, 
and  faw  a  beautiful  bird  perched  on  the  gra¬ 
ting  which  was  oh  the  outfide. 

Alibengiad  was  transported  with  joy  and  a- 
ftonifhment  at  this  fight,  and  invited  the  bird 
to  come  in,  "  I  cannot,”  replied  the  wonder¬ 
ful  creature,  but  fo  diftin&ly,  that  he  thought  it 
was  at  his  ear ;  “  if,  however,  you  are  anxious 
u  to  have  me,  we  may  agree  upon  terms.” 
Having  fpoken  thefe  few  words,  the  beautiful 

bird 
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bird  difappearetl,  and  Alibengiad  believed  him-* 
felf  on  the  point  of  becoming  the  happieft  of 
men. 

The  eunuch  was  afieep,  and  had  feen  no. 
thing.  The  fultan  communicated  to  him  hi3 
good  fortune ;  and  the  following  night  they 
were  both  on  the  watch  ;  but  tliey  had  only 
the  pleafure  of  palling  a  fleeplels  nights 

Several  days  elapfed  in  expectation,  impa* 
tience,  and  want  of  fleep :  At  laft,  the  bird 
appeared  at  midnight.  u  Of  my  own  accord, h 
faid  it  to  the  fultan,  “  and  attracted  by  the 
prayers  which  I  heard  from  the  bottom  of  a 
garden  in  Cafier-il-Harais,  I  came  to  you*  Now 
I  have  obtained  permiilion  to  fpeak  with  you. ; 
do  you  whh  that  we  Ihould  enter  into  terms  i” 
With  all  my  heart,”  replied  Alibengiad. — 
“  Arife  then,  and  Jet  me  in.” 

The  fultan  arofe.:  “  Place  yourfelf  in  the 
middle  of  the  chamber,”  laid  the  bird  to  him, 
u  and  repeat,  along  with  me,  word  for  word, 
what  I  am  going  to  fay.  “  Chamber  ^  open  ; 
“  I  command  you  by  Mahomet.  Bird !  Come 
“  to  me:  I  command  you  by  the  God  of  the 
«  earth  ”  < 

Alibengiad,  quite  befide  himfelf,  pronoun¬ 
ced  thele  very  words,  and  the  bird  alighted  on 
his  Ihoulder.  Its  fplendour  call  a  vivid  light 
through  the  room,  ;md  tty:,  terrified  eunuch 
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fell  proftrate  on  the  ground.- — “  What  do  you 
want  of  me,  and  of  the  matter  to  whom  I  be*- 
long,”  faid  the  bird  ? — “  To  get  out  from  this 
place”  replied  the  fultan,  “  to  return  to  Hi- 
rak,  to  reafcend  my  throne,  and  to  avenge  myfelf* 
on  Moavie.”— “  All  that  Ihall  be  done  in  time ; 
but  we  muft  begin  with  our  efcape  from  this 
place.  Order,  by  Mahomet,  the  iron  grating 
winch  prevents  pur  paflage  to  fall  down.”  Ali- 
bengiad  Obeyed  without  hefitation.  “  Com¬ 
mand  me,  in  the  name  of  the  great  God  of 
the  earth,  to  make  you  a  chariot  which  may 
carry  you  to  Hirak  before  the  clofe  of  day.” 
Alibengiad,  full  of  joy  and  hope,  as  he  had  al¬ 
ready  feen  the  grating  of  his  eafement  djfap- 
pear,  gave  this  new  order  with  pleafure. 

“  I  leave  you  the  cap  of  your  turban,”  faid 
the  bird,  “  but  give  me  the  muflin  of  it.  This 
will  be  the  materials  of  a  chariot  which  will 
carry  you  and  the  eunuch.”  The  fultan  eagerly 
complied  with  this  requett. 

“  Now,”  faid  the  bird,  “  I  am  going,  to  fet 
to  work.”  And  taking  hold  of  one  ’  end  of  the 
muflin  with  its  bill,  it  carries  the  whole  piece 
out  at  the  window.  A  moment  after,  Aliben- 
giad  perceived  oVer  again#  this  window  a  very 
handibme  chariot,  in  which  the  bird  was  yoked, 
with  light  ribbands  of  crimfon  and  gold-colour- 
edfilk.  He  went  boldly  to  the  window,  and 

flooped 
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ftooped  down  to  go  out,  and  get  into  the 
chariot.  “  One  moment,’'  faid  the  bird, 
putting  a  foot  upon  the  chariot,  t(  you  will 
repeat  the  confeflion  of  faith  which  I  fhall  dic¬ 
tate  to  you.”— u  Undoubtedly,”  replied  the  fuh 
tan,  very  eager  to  depart. — If  you  fail  in  one 
word,  you  lhall  bathe  for  the  laft  time  in  the 
river  Aggiala :  Mount  now,  and,  before  be¬ 
ing  feated,  pronounce  diftin&ly  the  following 
words :  “  In  the  name  of  the  great  Kokopile- 
“  fobe,  the  alone  god  of  the  world,  I  wifh  to 
“  get  out  from  this  place,  and  to  go  to  Hirak.”—r- 
fC  What  do  you  fay  next,  bird  ?”  faid  Alibenr 
giad.  «  There  i$  but  one  God,  ^nd  Mahpmet 
“  is  his  prophet.” 

Scarcely  had  lie  flnifhed  tbefe  words,  when 
the  chariot  was  diffolved,  and  returned  to  its 
original  muflin.  The  bird  flew  away,  and  the 
body  of  Aiibengiad,  borne  by  this  light  fluff, 
was,  by  its  own  weight,  dragged  towards  the 
earth.  It  fell  among  the  rocks,  which  are  ba¬ 
thed  by  the  winding  ftreams  of  the  river ;  but 
was.  not  dafhrd  to  pieces :  Some  of  the  won¬ 
derful  virtues  frill  remained  in  the  muflin.  A- 
libengiad  however  was  fo  flunned  by  the  fall  that 
lie  entirely  loft  the  little  reafbn  that  remained  to 
him,  and  became,  quite  filly.  Some  d&fhermen 
took  him  up,  and  carried  him  to  Moavie. 
i  u  ,w  4r;vr  07  v  *  torn  H  The 
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The  caliph,  informed  of  the  adventure  by 
the  young  eunuch,  who  had  not  fet  his  foot 
upon  the  chariot  when  it  vanifhed,  thought  he 
difcerned,  in  the  punifhment  infli&edon  the  ful- 
tan  of  Hirak,  the  will  of  God  and  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  Mahomet.  He  granted  liberty  of  body 
to  him,  whom  a  decree  from  on  high  had  de¬ 
prived  of  that  of  the  mind. 

The  eunuch  ted  him  through  Bagdad  as  a 
curiofity,  and  fcraped  together  a  little  money, 
by  fhowmgdiimtto  Grangers  in  the  kans,  as  the 
fultati  of  the  bird .  Alibengiad,  entirely  deprived 
of  his  fenfes;  made  no  reply,  but  laughed  at 
the  different  queftions  which  were  put  to  him. 

u  Are  you  done,”  faid  the  fultan  to  Schehe¬ 
razade  ;  "your  ftofy  is  important,  and  much 
more  fo,  by  your  having  addrefled  yourfelf  to 
me  in  more  places  than  one.  Do  you  think 
that  my  head  ts  fomeiwhat  deranged ,  becaufe  I  love 
birds  ?”■ — Invincible  fultan  1”  replied  fhe,  "  I 
wifhed  only  to  fortify  you.” — "  Come,  come  ! 
that  is  enough;  but  be  allured  that  I  expert  no 
one  will  ridicule  my  tafte,  and  be  more  difcreet 
in  the  choice  of  your  ftories.” — "  Apropos? 
added  the  fultan,  "  I  believe  I  recollect  ano¬ 
ther  of  them;  it  is  about  two  birds  likewiie, 
that  were  fetit  to  the  king  of  Egypt.” — "  Your 
majefly,”  faid  Scheherazade,  "  means  to  fpeak 

of 
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cf  a  fa&  belonging  to  a  very  remote  era,  long 
before  the  Koran  enlightened  the  world.  I 
Will  relate  it,  as  foon  as  your  highnefs  fhall 
have  ordered  me.” — <l  Speak  then,  I  am  all  at¬ 
tention,”  faid  the  fultan  \  u  but  remember  !”— 
The  amiable  fyltanefs  underflood  him  at  once, 
made  a  flight  bow,  and  thus  proceeded. 


Hifhrf  of  Sinkarib ,  and  his  two  Vizirs . 

A.T  the  time  which  I  have  juft  now  mention¬ 
ed  to  you.  Sire,  Sinkarib  reigned  in  Nineveh 
and  Thor,  over  the  empire  of  Aflyria.  This 
prince  was  called  to  the  throne  at  a  very  early 
Age,  and  had  many  natural  virtues  *,  but  a  taftc 
for  pleafure  made  him  negleft  his  affairs,  which 
were  fo  great  a  burden  to  him,  that  the  mini- 
fter  who  relieved  him  of  it  might  promife  him- 
felf  an  abfolute  authority  over  him.  Fortu¬ 
nately  for  this  young  monarch,  he  had  the 
wifdom  to  retain,  in  the  ftation  of  his  firft  mi* 
nifter,  the  fame  vizir  who,  with  equal  fplendour 
and  wifdom,  had  governed  Aflyria  during  the 
reign  of  his  father.  Hicar  was  his  name.  This 
man  was  the  beft  informed  of  his  time  in  all 
die  known  feiences.  His  wifdom,  his  firmnefs, 
the  refources  of  his  mind,  and  the  high  repu¬ 
tation 
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tation  he  enjoyed,  conftituted  the  happinefs  of 
the  people,  and  the  fafety  of  the  realm. 

Hicar  wa s  poffeffed  of  immenfe  wealth  j  and 
hi?  palace  refembled  an  entire  city.  The  defire 
of  having  heirs,  more  than  a  mifplaced  vanity, 
had  induced  him  to  marry  fixty  wives  fnccef- 
fively.  He  had  built  fixty  Makfura  *,  and  al¬ 
lotted  one  to  each  of  his  wives  as  her  own  pe¬ 
culiar  habitation ;  but  no  fruit  of  thefe  mar¬ 
riages  had  yet  appeared ;  and  unfortunately  he 
was  more  afflicted  with  this  circumftance  than 
became  a  man  of  fo  great  wifdom. 

Though  Zefagnie,  his  firft  wife,  had  Ml 
maintained  the  empire  fhe  had  acquired  over 
his  heart,  yet  fhe  exhorted  him  to  refignation 
in  vain.  “  A  child,”  would  fhe  fay  to  him, 
“  is  not  always  a  bleffing  from  heaven.  Yoir 
know  I  had  a  filler,  whom  grief  for  a  child 
brought  in  forrow  to  the  grave.*  Submit,  my 
dear  Hicar,  to  a  decree,  which,  under  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  loading  you  with  affliction,  is  per¬ 
haps  in  reality  faving  you  from  many  forrows.” 
Hicar  paid  great  deference  to  his  fpoufe  :  She 
was  Sinkarib’s  aunt,  and  had  never  boafted  of 
her  birth.  Her  cOnduCt  had  been  moft  amiable 
and  prudent,  and  gave  her  a  claim  both  upon 
his  affection  and  his  efteem.  Afhamed  of  the 

itep 

•  A  fmall  detached  palace,  inhabited  by  a  tingle 
woman,  unknown  to  her  rivals. 
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ftep  he  was  about  to  take,  her  concealed  from 
her  his  having  font  for  aftrologets,  to  confult 
them  re(pe&ing  the  means  he  {hould  employ  in 
order  to  Lave.  a  ion 

The  aftrologers,  battered  with  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  a  perfon  of  his  rank,  returned  an  an- 
fwer  immmediately,  and  advifod  him  to  offer 
a  facrifice  to  Bilelfanam *,•  from  whom  he 
muft  obtain  the  blcfiing  he  defireth 

Hicar  was  a  native  of  the  country  of  Haram, 
and  Had  brought  from  thence  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  God;'  impelled,  however,  by  an  irrefift- 
ible  decree,  he  went  to  thehjgh-prieft  of  bilel¬ 
fanam,  ordered  a  ijfctifice,  and  confulted  the 
<orade :  but  the  oracle  was  fdent,  .and  the  high- 
prieft,  feized  with  terror,  perfuaded  the  vizir 
tp  withdraw. 

Scarcely  was  he  without  the  temple,  fierce¬ 
ly  had  he  looked  around  on  the  wonders  of 
nature,  when  remorfe  troubled  his  Confidence, 
and  he  fawolbe  offence  he  had  committed, 
againft  the  author  of  this  affoni  filing  wprkj  in 
placing  his  confidence  in  a  weak  idol,  and  of¬ 
fering  before  it  adoration  and  facrifice;  Im- 
preffed  with  thefe  fentiments,  he  railed  his  eyes 
to  heaven. 

Vol.IL  U  “  Oh! 

•  BjUIfanam  is  the  oracle  of  Bel;  the  god  of  ti»e 
Affyrians.  « 
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“  Oh!  fovereign  Creator,”  exclaimed  he, 
u  Bilelfanam  is  lilent,  becaufe  he  was  formed 
to  be  lo  ;  and  will  grant  me  nothing,  becaufe 
he  has  nothing  to  bellow ;  but  thou,  who  art 
poffeffed  of  almighty  power,  who  haft  hitherto 
withheld  what  I  have  fo  often  alked,  hear  and 
anfwer  this  requeft,  the  laft  I  lhallever  dare  to 
addrefs  to  you — Grant  me  a  fon  ! 

After  this  invocation,  the  vizir,  with  down- 
caft  eyes,  and  his  hands  thrown  acrofs  his 
breaft,  was  endeavouring  to  recoiled  himfelf, 
when  fuddenly  he  heard  a  celeftial  voice  :  “  Hi¬ 
car,”  faid  it,  u  leave  off  importuning  heaven 
thou  fhalt  not  have  a  cLilu ,  but  thou  mayeft 
•adopt  Nadan  thy  lifter’s  fon,  and  make  him 
thy  heir.” 

Hicar  returned  home ;  and,  without  men¬ 
tioning  to  Zefagnie  the  facrifices  he  had  of¬ 
fered  to  the  idol,  communicated  to  her  the 
command  which  he  thought  he  had  received 
from  heaven.  The  virtuous  fjvuife  yielded 
chearful  obedience  to  God  and  her  hulband ; 
and  from  that  moment  they  ,  adopted  Nadan 
as  their  ion,  and  united  their  cares  and  af¬ 
fection  upon  him,  who  feemed  deftined  to  them 
from  on  high. 

Nature  had  lavilhed  all  her  ftores  on  Nadan  ; 
he  appeared  diligent  and  ftudious  y  he  feemed 
to  repay  the  kindnefs  of  Hicar  and  Zefagnie, 

and 
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and  promifed  even  to  furpafs  their  mod:  fan- 
guine  hopes :  He  had  a  lively  and  penetrating 
genius ;  but  all  his  talents  and  virtues  were  ad- 
fumed  ;  and  fuch  was  his  artifice,  that  whatever 
he  affected  to  be  appeared  perfe&ly  natural. 
With  this  dangerous  defeat  of  character,  he 
joined  a  deep  referve  *,  he  was  always  cautious, 
and  never  off  his  guard. 

“  I  fhould  wifh  to  fitid  our  child  guilty  of 
a  fault,”  would  Zefagnie  fay,  “  were  it  only 
to  fee  in  what  manner  he  would  extricate  him- 
felf;  for  I  really  think  him  by  far  too  per- 
feft”  ■ 

Nadan  was  now  in  his  twenty-fifth  year,  a- 
dorned  with  much  knowledge,  and  deeply  {kill¬ 
ed  in  the  affairs  of  government  and  politics, 
in  which  his  uncle  took  great  pleafure  to  in- 
ftrua  him.  Though  fecretly  devoured  by  am¬ 
bition,  he  never  betrayed  the  fmalleft  fpark 
of  it ;  and  moderated  all  his  paflions  fo  well, 
that  it  was  never  fufpefted  any  of  them  coul4 
gain  an  afcendant  over  him. 

Hi  Car,  deceived  by  thefe  promifing  appear¬ 
ances,*  and  wifhing  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  repofe  and  peace,  determined  to  afk 
the  king’s  permiflion  to  retire,  and  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  his  nephew  Nadan  to  fuccesd  him. 

u  Sire,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  it  will  foon  be 
forty-feven  years  fince  I  have  had  the  honour 
U  2  of 
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of  devoting  myfelf  to  the  fervice  of  your  illus¬ 
trious  father  and  your  majefty.  Old  age  is  un¬ 
avoidably  accompanied  with  frailty  ;  and  1  have 
no  lOhger  that  activity  which  is  neceflary  for 
the  proper  difcharge  of  the  office  I  ftill  hold. 
JTor  feVeral  years  pail,  having  foreseen  that  the 
time  Would  come  when  my  flrerigth  would  be 
unable  to  fecond  the  efforts  of  my  zeal,  I  a- 
dopted  One  of  my  filler’s  Tons.  I  gave  him  fuch 
an  education  as  would  enable  him  to  ferve  you 
with  propriety.  ’Happy  natural  talents  have  fe- 
conded  all  my  views ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  that  I 
have  formed  a  more  able  miniftcr  than  myfelf. 
Senfible  of  the  favours  with  which  your  maje¬ 
fty  has  honoured  me,  f  will  be  always  grateful 
for  them  ;  and,  while  1  beg  your  perioiffioii  to 
retire,  you  may  Hill  depend,  Sire,  upon  my  at¬ 
tachment  for  life.  Yet  I  hope,  with  a  grand 
vizir  fiich  as  Nadan,  you  will  Hand  in  no  need 
of  my  counfel  $  atid  that  the  abilities  Of  which 
KO  is  poflefled  Will  hilly  fupply  the  place  of  my 
experience.” 

Smkarib  alked  to  fee  the  perfon  whom  ItiCar 
praifed  fa  much.  Ho  man  Was  ever  poflefled 
of  a  more  winning  appearance  than  Nadan  :  He 
replied  to  fuch  queflions  as  the  king  thought 
proper  to  put  to  him  with  a  feeming  modefly, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  with  a  foimdnefs  of 

judgment, 
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judgment,  which  difcovered  a  maturity  of  know¬ 
ledge  that  delighted  the  monarch. 

“  You  this  day,”  faid  he  to  Hicar,  “  com¬ 
plete  the  obligations  I  am  already  under  to  you, 
by  the  favour  you  have  done  me.  I  will  crown 
your  work,  by  calling  Nadan  to  the  office  you 
with  to  refign,  and  from  which,  with  regret, 
I  fee  you  retire. 

But  I  hill  with  you  to  be  the  firft  prince  in 
my-  dominions,  and  to  retain  all  the  honours  of 
the  high  ftation  you  abandon.  You  lhall  al¬ 
ways  have  free  accefs  to  my  perfon  *,  and  my  ear 
fhall  be  always  open  to  the  wifdom  of  your  ad¬ 
vice. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Icing  ordered  Hicar  to 
be  drelTed  in  the  fineft  robes,  and  a  gold  neck¬ 
lace  to  be  given  him,  on  which  his  name  was 
engraved,  and  which  was  ornamented  with  the 
richeft  diamonds ;  and  appointed  a  feftival  to 
be  celebrated  for  eight  days  throughout  all  his 
dominions,  in  hqnour  of  his  ancient  vizir,  and 
of  the  inftalment  of  his  fucceflor. 

The  inkhom  *  and  the  feal  were  immediate¬ 
ly  delivered  to  Nadan  ;  he  received  orders  from 
the  king  for  the  management  of  bufinefs,  and 
returned  to  the  palace  of  Hicar. 

XJ  3  «  My 

•  An  ink-horn  of  a  certain  kind,  is  a  dark  of  dig* 
nity,  which  is  wore  artbe  girdle. 
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“  My  dear  Nadan,”  faid  his  uncle,  u  you 
will  no  longer  have  time  to  hear  your  mother’s 
adviced  or  mine 5  but  Forget  not,  I  befeech  you, 
thofe  We  have  already  given  t  It  is  by  following 
them,  that  you  have  obtained  the  favour  I  have 
now  procured  for  you.  But  I  mu  ft  inform  you, 
that,  in  proportion  to  your  elevation,  you  are 
expofed  to  danger-,  and  Irequeft  that’ you  will 
ftill  liften  to  a  few  advices,  which  till  now  would 
have  been  premature,  but  which  at  prefent  are 
of  the  Utrhoft  importance. 

x<  You  are  about  to  be  inverted  with  great 
power  :  Employ  it  all  for  him  who  beftowed  it 
on  you.  Remember  that  he  is  jealous  of  it. 

n  Let  refpeft  prevent  you  from  being  fami¬ 
liar  with  yOUr  fovereign,  and  referred  with 
ytrur  inferiors.  You  have  lit>w  iio  equal,  and 
you  tan  have  no  friend. 

“  Be  not  the  dupe  of  the  court  by  which 
you  will  be  fufTOunded.  The  tree  that  is  load¬ 
ed  with  fruit  attracts  the  birds*  They  all  flock 
to  rejoice  and  wanton  on  its  branches :  But, 
ss  fooft  as  it  Is  ftrippen,  it  is  forfaken,  becomes 
Ahe  fport  of  the  winds,  and  is  covered  with  the 
fluft. 

«  Flattery  will  ftrew  your  way  with  flowers : 
Incenfe  will  imoke  around  youj  the  fandal,  the 
aloes,  and  the  amber  will  burn :  Learn  to  put 
U  juft  value  on  fueh  homage. 
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u  The  man  who  fhall  pratfe  you  to  your 
face  is  not  the  moft  dangerous :  But  be  afraid 
of  him  who  can  infpire  you  with  pride  without 
appearing  to  admire  you. 

“  Your  fituation  will  draw  around  you  the 
followers  of  fortune;  Leave  her  her  votaries; 
one  day  they  Will  be  forced  to  defert  her. 

“  Stand  by  yourfelf  in  the  middle  of  a 
crowd ;  ObfervO  it  Well,  but  do  not  follow  it. 

“  After  your  bufmefs,  retire  into  folitude; 
there  you  will  find  the  moft  proper  companion, 
reflection.  ^  > 

You  will  be  poflefled  of  abundance ;  but 
allow  not  yourfelf  to  ufe  it  to  exccfs,  for  this 
fpoils  the  tafte. 

“  A  man  is  half  dead  who  cannot  live  with¬ 
out  fuperfluities.  Plcafure,  of  every  kind,  dif- 
fipates  and  weakens  the  faculties  of  the  mind. 

«  Intemperance  reduces  men  to  a  level  with 
the  brutes;  he  flrft  becomes  effeminate,  and 
then  abfolutely  filly. 

“  Be  always  eafy  of  acceft,  but  never  be  fa¬ 
miliar  5  for  it  is  neceffary  that  your  prefence 
fhould  command  refpeCb 

“  Shut  the  mouths  of  the  talkative;  they 
would  fpfeak  till  the  fun  had  gone  down,  with¬ 
out  faying  any  thing  worthy  of  being  heard  ; 
they  are  the  foes  of  time. 

u  Never 


236 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


“  Never  alTume  a  haughty  air ;  this  is  the 
mark  of  ignorance. 

<c  Liften  with  patience:  Encourage  the  ti¬ 
mid  :  Be  not  afraid  of  bold  anfwers:  If  any  one 
oppofe  you  face  to  face,  recollect  yourfelf  com¬ 
pletely,  that  you  may  be  able  coolly  to  di- 
ftinguifh  whether  he  is  firm  or  obftinate. 

Expert  no  good  from  fuch  as  afe  corrupt¬ 
ed.  When  the  river  flows  back  to  its  fource, 
when  the  water  of  the  ocean  ,  ceafes  to  be  fait, 
when  the  crow  becomes  white,  then  have  you 
fomething  to  hope  from  the  wicked.  . 

u  Be  merciful.  Man  is  often  overcome  by 
circumftances,  and  his  own  difpofitions. 

u  While  you  treat  the  guilty  with  rigour, 
foften  even  the  expreflion  of  your  looks  \  you 
are  the  organ  of  the  law,  not  an  executioner. 

“  Give  the  poor  a  welcome  reception :  But 
banifh  from  you  the  beggar,  efpecially  if  he  is 
drefied  in  fine  cloaths  5  the  wealth  of  the  king¬ 
dom  would  not  fatisfy  his  covetoufnefs. 

“  Shun  avarice ;  it  always  miftakes  its  own 
intereft.  Avoid  prodigality ;  it  fows  with  a  full 
hand,  and  reaps  nothing  but  vexation. 

“  When  the  torrent  is  fpent,  the  traveller 
pafTes  dry-footed,  and  defpifes  it.  Even  the 
earth  which  it  hath  refrefhed  thanks  it  not  for 
the  water  which  it  fpread. 
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tl  Never  difccver  great  eagerncfs  but  for  the 
public  good  *,  yoi*  yourfelf,  and  all’  the  World, 
will  profit  by  it  in  this  cafe. 

u  When  you  meditate  an  enterprife,  keep 
your  lips  fhut.  When  you  intend  to  put  it  hi 
execution,  cover  your  fhoes  with  a  double  coat 
of  wool. 

“  The  fecret  which  is  divulged,  bums  the 
tongue.  The  rumour  which  goes  before,  or 
accompanies  any  project,  is  fure  to  difconcert 
it. 

“  Spare  the  lives  of  men  $  they  are  your 
brethren. 

“  Shew  yourfetf  modeft  at  firft,  you  will  af¬ 
terwards  fhine  with  greater  fplendonr, 

f<  Of  all  trees,  the  almond  is  the  firft  which 
blolToms,  and  the  laft  which  bears  fruit.  Imi¬ 
tate  the  tree  which  produces  its  fruit  before  its 
foliage*. 

“  Forefee  difficulties.  The  fkiffi  which  is 
launched  into  the  fea  may  brave  the  firft  bil¬ 
low,  but  is  (wallowed  up  by  thole  that  fuc- 
ceed.* 

Hicar,  after  having  given  thefe  wife  cOunfels  to 
the  young  minifter,  prefuming  that  he  Would 

be 

*  There  grows  in  Arabia  ft  certiirt  kind  of  trei,  oit 
which  fruit  is  gathered,  long  before  it  puts  forth  its 
leaves. 
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be  careful  to  follow  them,  and  to  tread  in 
his  fteps,  prefented  him  to  Zefagnie  :  They 
both  embraced  him,  and  loaded  him  with  their 
prayers,  and  their  bleffing.  The  palace-gates 
were  thrown  open  ;  and  he  received  the  ufual 
compliments  in  the  honourable  office  to  which 
Sinkarib  had  raifed  him. 

The  firft  fplendour  of  his  new  lituation  could 
not  dazzle  Nadan.  This  character,  where  vice 
had  efcaped  the  difcernment  of  his  uncle,  was 
too  deep  to  difcover  ltfelf  fo  fuddenly.  By  the 
manner  in  which  he  received  them,  he  ffiowed 
himfelf  worthy  of  the  honours  which  were  paid 
him ;  and  went  to  the  palace  of  Sinkarib  to  take 
his  feat  in  the  divan,  furrounded  by  a  court  as 
fplendid  as  it  was  numerous  ;  appearing,  even  in 
the  eyes  of  Hicar,  deferving  of  the  high  ftatbn 
to  which  he  had  been  deftined  by  this  refpec- 
able  old  man. 

Sinkarib,  funk  in  effeminacy,  flood  in  need 
of  an  active  and  enlightened  minifter,  and  found 
him  in  Nadan.  The  young  vizir  foon  appeared 
fuperior  to  the  one  who  had  retired :  He  a- 
greed  to  fhare  his  amufements ;  arid  did  not  ap- 
j>ear  an  enemy  to  the  pleafures  which  were 
within  the  palace.  The  monarch  and  his  vizir 
foon  became  infeparable,  and  public  bulinefs  was 
at  a  ftand. 


This 
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This  produced  complaints  and  murmurs  which 
difhirbed  the  tranquility  of  Hicar,  and  obli¬ 
ged  him  to  fignify  his  fears  to  his  nephew.  Na- 
dan  liftened  to  him  with  refpeft,  but  witlx  great 
coldnefs  ;  he  promifed  to  make  a  complete  re¬ 
formation,  but  did  not  keep  his  word  in  one  in- 
ftance. 

New  diforders  fucceeded :  The  old  vizir  re¬ 
newed  his  remonftrances,  and  became  extreme¬ 
ly  importunate.  He  communicated  his  unea- 
finefs.  to  the  king  himfelf,  but  found  him  al¬ 
ready  prejudiced.  Nadan  had  palliated  the  mif- 
chief  in  his  view,  and  had  begun  to  give  a  dif- 
advantageous  reprefentation  of  his  uncle. 

“  Old  age,”  faid  he  to  the  king,  “  renders 
Hicar  fufpicious  and  timid:  Athoughhe  does  not 
nowinfpeft  affairs  clofely,  yet  he  would  ftill  con¬ 
duct  them.  Become  feeble  and  languid,  he  can 
no  longer  retain  his  authority ;  yet  he  every  day 
regrets  its  lols^  His  humour  vexes  me ;  and, 
were  I  to  believe  him,  I  ihould  never  be  able  to 
carry  on  any  buhnefs  to  your  majefty’s  advan¬ 
tage.” 

When  Hicar  appeared  before  Sinkarib,  he 
Toon  perceived  the  effect  of  the  prejudice  againft 
him  with  which  the  king  had  been  infpired. 
The  vizir  met  with  a  cold  reception  from  the 
king;  and,  when  he  wifhed  to  fpeak  of  bufinels, 
the  monarch  advifed  him  to  concern  himfelf  a- 

bout 
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bout  nothing  but  his  own  health.  I  am  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with  what  you  mean  to  fay,  ad¬ 
ded  he,  and  can  allure  you  that  the  complaints 
you  have  heard  from  difcontented  minds  arc 
•abfolutely  without  foundation.  Nadan,  your 
•nephew,  hath  completely  fulfilled  my  orders* 
and  his  own  duty.  Accept,  however,  .of  my 
thanks  for  thefe  new  proofs  of  your  zeal,  and, 
above  all,  endeavour  to  preferve  your  health, 
which  now  begins  to  become  very  delicate. 

Ill  car  returned  home,  confounded  and  mor¬ 
tified.  He  threw  himfelf,  in  tears,  into  tne 
arms  of  his  fpoufe.  u  My  dear  Zefagnie,”  faid 
he,  u  this  Nadan,  whom  we  thought  given  us 
by  the  hand  of  God,  to  be  our  CQnfolation,  and 
the  protestor  of  Afiyria,  hath  deprived  me  of  the 
king's  confidence:  Every  thing  will  be  loft,  and 
I  iliatll  be  the  caufc  of  it  1” 

“  Let  us  he  comforted,”  replied  Zefagnie. 
u  Milled,  like  you,  by  fpecioi^«  appearances,  I 
myfelf  contributed  to  deceive  you  reipeCting 
him  ;  but  wo  cannot  pretend  that  the  divine 
goodnefs  had  any  part  in  this  :  The  voice,  which 
feemed  to  come  from  above,  did  not  defcend 
from  heaven  j  but  it  was  permitted  by  God 
to  deceive  you,  as  you  were  coming  out  of  the 
temple  Of  Bilelfanaxn,  whether  you  had  repaired 
to  force  from  the  decrees  of  the  eternal  a  pos¬ 
terity  wiuch  you  had  been  refufed.  Long  have 
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I  reflected  on  this  unhappy  circumftance ;  had 
it  been  the  will  of  the  Almighty  to .  grant  yod 
an  heir,  this  would  have  been  equally  estfy  to 
him  as  to  ftrike  your  ears  with  ah  empty  fbunch 
As  you  have  been  punched  by  a  piece  of  de¬ 
ceit  for  this  a<£t  of  idolatry,  altogether  unpar¬ 
donable  in  a  man  fo  well  informed  j  and 
you  were  conftrained  to  adopt  Nadan-^ 
Heaven  grant  he  may  hop  here  l  The  made 
of  hypocrify,  which  has  fo  long  deceived  us, 
may  ftill  conceal  the  mod:  deteftablc  plots." 

Thefe  refle&ions  of  Zefagnie  were  wife  and 
profound ;  but  Hlcar,  to  whom  his  nephew 
was  ftill  dear,  did  not  imagine  that  he  would 
go  fo  far  as  to  verify  the  well  founded  prefages 
of  his  fpoufe. 

Nadan,  already  feeling  remorfe  for  his  ingra¬ 
titude,  ftill  endeavoured  to  haften  the  ruin  of 
his  benefador,  whofe  looks  and  remonftrances 
he  dreaded,  whofe  fortune  he  was  wafting,  and 
Whofe  reputation  was  a  burden  to  him. 

He  founded  the  defign  of  drawing  up  an  a- 
tionymoas  libel  agalnft  himfelf  5  but  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  the  ftyle  of  his  uncle  might  be  to 
cognifed  m  its  general  ftnrin.  He  filled  It  with 
falfe  and  bold  imputations*,  every  thing  in  it 
had  a  fpecious  appearance,  and  feemed  to  havt 
been  diftated  by  zeal.  The  work  was  put  into 

VouII.  X  Sinkarib’s 
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Sinkarib’s  hands,  and  he  communitated  it  to 
Nadan. 

The  artful  minister  deftroyed  in  a  moment 
the  effect  which  his  own  impofture  was  calcu¬ 
lated  to  produce.  At  the  fame  time  that  he  ad¬ 
mitted  the  fufpicion  that  Hicar  alone  was  the 
author  of  it,  he  appeared  melted  into  tears, 
and  belbught  the  king  to  pardon  the  weaknefs 
and  age  of  Ins  uncle ;  advifing  him,  however, 
to  take  pr«per  meafures  to  remove  him  to 
a  diftance,  as  it  was  plain  that  he  was  not 
now  what  he  had  once  been,  and  was  become 
the  fport  and  tool  of  a  cabal. 

“  You  allow  him,”  added  he,  «  a  numerous 
guard  :  This  appendage  of  greatnefs  gives  him 
an  air  of  weight  in  the  ftate,  which  encourages 
the  difcphterited  to  flock  around  him,  and  to  tor¬ 
ment  him  by  th,eir  groundlefs  panics  and  vifio- 
nary  fchemes  ;  They  perfuade  him  to  exert  all 
his  credit  to  regain  his  place  •,  and  he  will  never 
ceafe  to  trouble  us  till  he  fhall  have  loft  all 
hope  of  your  favour.” 

“  I  could  defy,”  replied  Sinkarib,  <c  the 
cenfure  of  the  people,  to  whom  I  am  not  ac¬ 
countable  fpr  the  reafons  of  my  conduct,  and 
I  would  enter  into  your  views,  were  I  not  pre¬ 
vented  by  very  powerful  considerations;  I  would 
be  afraid  of  mortifying  Zefagnie,  whom,  as  my 
father’s  After,  I  am  bound  to  refpefl  ;  and,  were 
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it  only  on  her  account,  I  could  not  diminifli 
the  honours  I  have  granted  to  her  hufband. 

Nadan  was  too  much  a  courtier  not  to  ap¬ 
prove  the  reafohs  of  prudence  alleged  by  the 
king  ;  but,  being  determined  to  profecute  his 
defigri,  he;  found  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of 
employing  the  moll  dangerous  artifices. 

The  court  of  Afiyria  was  treating  with  that 
of  Perfia  about  the  exchange  of  two  places  in 
the  frontiers ;  and  every  thing  was  agreed  upon  i 
But  Nadan  alone  had  received  this  information* 
The  mefFenger,  however,  mu  ft  foon  arrive  and 
communicate  it  to  the  king. 

Hicar  received  a  letter,  fuppofed  to  have  come 
from  Perfia,  from  a  man  whole  attachment  to- 
him  was  well  known.  He  informed  him  that 
the  fovereign  of  that  country  was  not  fincere  li¬ 
the  negotiation  *,  and  that,  as  foon  as  the  troops 
fliould  be  introduced,  and  eftablifhed  in  th£. 
place  which  the  Adyrians  were  to  give  up,  he 
intended  to  introduce  others,  by  unknown  fub- 
terraneous  paffages,  into  the  fortrefs  where  thofe 
of  Sinkarib  fliould  be  lodged,  and  put  them  to 
die  fword :  The  execution  of  this  pretended 
project  feemed  to  be  put  off  until  koftages  fhould 
be  mutually  given  and  received; 

Nothing  was  omitted  in  this  detail,  fabricated 
by  Nadan  himfelf,  which  could  render  thfo  in- 
X  2  formation 
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formation  plaufible.  Hicar  was  filled  with  in¬ 
dignant  rage  on  hearing  of  fuch  atrocity. 

Nadan  r elided  in  the  king’s  palace,  from 
which  he  Was  but  very  rarely  abfent ;  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  preffing  invitation  from  his  uncle  to 
come  immediately  to  fpeak  to  him  j  and  he 
haftened  thither  with  an  air  of  the  greateft 
eagernefs. 

“  What  has  happened,  uncle  ?”  faid  he  fo 
him  ;  <(  from  the  manner  in  which  your  orders 
were  delivered,  I  was  afraid  I  fliould  be  too  late 
to  hear  your  laft  groan  !  But  I  now  feel  myfelf 
eafier,  fince  I  have  the  happinefs  to  fee  you  ftill 
enjoy  fuch  good  health.  On  what  fo  prefling 
bufinefs  have  you  fent  for  me  ?” 

“  On  your  own,”  replied  Hicar,  u  on  that 
of  Sinkarib  and  of  all  Afiyria.  Look  at  that 
writing.” 

Nadan  being  determined  to  provoke  the  old 
man  ftill  more  by  his  behaviour  than  by  his  words, 
read  the  letter  with  a  cold  and  difdainful  air, 
and  when  he  had  fimfhed,  fpoke  to  him  thus  : 

“  You  ought  now,  my  dear  uncle,  to  afpire  at 
nothing  but  repofe  *,  but  it  is  much  difturbed  by 
your  correfpondence.  I  can  anfwer  for  the 
wifdom  of  the  meafures  I  have  taken  with  his 
majefty,  and  the  fidelity  of  our  agents.  Deny 
all  accefs  to  the  difeontented  and  turbulent  who 
bcfiege  you :  The  king,  who  is  alarmed  on  your 

account, 
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account,  will  take  your  fileace  well  *  and  die 
affairs  of  the  date  would  go  on  much,  better 
if  you  would  once  completely  refign  them  to  our 
management.  After  this  infulting  fpeech*  Na- 
dan  bowed,  and  returned  to  thp  king’s  palace. 

The  virtuous  Hicar,  afflicted  with  what- he 
had  juft:  heard,  went  to  pour  his  forrow  and  his 
tears  into  the  bofom  of  Zefagnie.  Theprin- 
ceft,  endeavouring  to  calm  Ins  grief,  difco- 
vered  that  his  diftrefs  was  owing  to  the 
ingratitude  and  to  the  alienation  of  Nadan. 
This  rafti  man,  difdaining  the  whilom  of  a  fa- 
lutary  advice,  was  about  to  expofe  AiTyria  to 
war,  to  the  lols  of  numbers  of  its  fubjefrs,  and 
an  humiliating  flavery.”  1: 

u  Go  to  my  nephew  Sincharih”,  faid.Zcfag- 
nie,  M  cany  tlie  letter  to  him  which  you  have 
received  from  Perfia  :  Blinded  as  he  is  refpe<St- 
ing  the  merit  of  Nadan,  his  own  interefts  will 
open  his  eyes  y  you  muft  not  fuffer  every  thing 
to  go  to  week,  for  want  of  fo  eafy  a  ftep.” 

“  I  will  dp  it,”  jaid  Hicar,  “  notwithftapd- 
ing  the  inward  repugnance  I  feel.”  At  the 
fame  time,  he  went  to  the  King’s  palace,  and  de¬ 
manded  a  private  audience. 

“  I  will  grant  yon  it,”  replied  Sinkarib,  in 
prefence  of  Nadan,  who  hath  already  acquaint¬ 
ed  me  with  the  fubje<ft  of  your  uneafinefs.  You 
allow  yourfelf  to  be  tormented  by  falfe  advices  f 
X  3  for- 
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fortunately  they  do  not  alarm  me  in  the  fame 
manner.  A  mefiage  from  my  ambafiador  ia 
Per  fix  is-  this  moment  arrived,  and  brings  me  the 
moft  agreeable  Intelligence.  The  fubterraneous 
paflage  fpoken  of  to  you  is  a  mere  dream  ;  and 
the  fuppofed  treachery  of  the  king  my  brother 
a  criminal  invention,  for  which  your  correfpond- 
ent  would  infallibly  have  been  punifhed,  did 
not  his  death,  wftictf'has  been  juft  announced 
by  a  meflenger,  render  ^it-hnpofliblef  I  wilh 
this  may  be  the  lot  of  all  thofe  who  endeavour 
to  render  you  uneafy  refpecting  the  prefent  go¬ 
vernment,  which  all  AlTyria,  except  yourfelf, 
approve  of.  Return  to  your  palace  ;  live  there 
in  tranquility :  It  is  all  I  ought  to  expert  or  re¬ 
quire  of  you. 

Thus,  without  regard  to  his  age  and  paft  fer- 
vices,  was  Hicar  difmified  with  neglect.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  his  virtuous  fpoufe,  and  gave  her  an 
account  of  the  cold  reception  with  which  he  had 
met 

The  ftar  of  Nadar  is  fatal  indeed  to  you,  faid 
fhe ;  it  corrupts  your  benefactors  and  your 
friends,  and  even  poiforis  my  advices*.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  it  rules  over  AlTyria,  which  appears  to 
me  expoled  to  the  greateft  danger*  But  if,  by 
the  delire  of  heaven,  this  country  is  doomed  to 
fall  under  its  prelenf  adminiftration,  why  fhould 
we  alarm  ©urfelves  with  its  deftihy,  ftnce  the 
^  grandees 
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grandees  of  the  ftate  take  no  meafures  to  prevent 
it  ?  Let  us  be  refigned,  and  leave  otliers,  ei¬ 
ther  to  (hut  their  eyes  again  ft  the  dangers  which 
threaten  the  ftate,  or  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as 
may  prevent  them.  Sinkarib:  orders  you  to  feek 
repofe ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  this  command  is 
the  eafieft  of  all  to  be  obeyed,  efpecially  at  your 
advanced  age.  You  love  the  fcieiices  *,  attend 
to  them,  and  forget  at  length  that  there  are 
fuch  beings  vizirs  and  kings.  Hicar  prepared 
himfelf  to  follow  the  advice  of  Zefagnie ;  and, 
that  he  might  occafion  no  more  uneafinefs  to 
Sinkarib,  nor  jealoufy  to  Nadan,  he  fhut  his 
door  againft  all  fuch  as  might  be  fufpe&ed  of 
fpeaking  to  him  upon  public  buftnefs,  and  re- 
ftrkSted  his  intercourfe  to  the  learned  of  diffe¬ 
rent  countries*  with  whom  he  had  always  main¬ 
tained  a  correfpondence.  The  cheerfulnefs  and 
equality  of  his  temper  rendered  his  family  hap¬ 
py.  He  lived  in  comfort  and  tranquility  j  and 
was  beginning  even  to  forget  his  nephew ;  when 
Nadan,  to  whom  the  exiftence  of  this  illuftri- 
ous  man  was  an  infupportable  burden,  concei¬ 
ved  the  danger  of  freeing  himfelf  from  it  by  the 
mo  ft  criminal  intrigue.  A  ii  yht^U'jr* 

After  Hicar  had  retired  from  the  palace, 
Sinkarib  felt  himfelf  uneafy  at  the  manner  in 
which  be  had  treated  him,  eipeeially  when  he 
recollected  the  important  fervices he  had  rendered 
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the  hate.  The  fight  of  this  refpeclable  old  man 
hruggled  in  his  heart  againft  the  infinuations  of 
Nadan  :  But  a  look  from  th^  minifter  eafily  trw 
umphed  over  the  natural  difpofitions  of  his 
matter,  whom  it  was  as  eafy  to  govern  as  it  was 
to  gain  his  confidence :  Neverthelefs,  the  king 
©£  Nineveh  was  diffatisfied  with  himfelf. 

Remorfe  prefied  upon  him  for  feveral  days  ; 
till  at  length,  his  fituation  becoming  painful,  he 
thus  jpoke  to  Nadan :  u  We  fent  away  your 
uncle  very  ill  pleafed.  How  has  he  taken  the 
reception  I  gave  him  ?  What  is  he  doing  now  ?” 

“  With  fufficient  haughtinefs,”  replied  Na¬ 
dan,  “  and  a  great  deal  of  ill  humour,  he  hath 
fhut  himfelf  up,  and  allows  no  perfon  to  come 
pear  him.  But,  although  he  is  inaccettible  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Nineveh,  he  hath  not  given  up 
all  intercourfe  with  ftrangers.  Couriers  arrive  e- 
dav  from  Perfia  and  Egypt.”  And  what  can  be 
their  intentions?  replied  Sinkarib,  withuneafinefs* 
As  he  is  again  feized  with  a  ftrong  defire  of 
conducting  public  affairs,  I  cannot  conjecture 
what  methods  it  may  lead  him  to  employ  in  or- 
,  4er  to  gain  its  end,;  It  is  a  rage  in  the  old  man, 
which  to  me  appears  altogether  inconceivable;  but 
it  wouldbe  very  eafy  for  your  majefty  to  clear 
Up  this  fubjeCh.  1  will  give  you  notice  of  the  depar¬ 
ture  of -one  of  his  principal  meflengers  ;  you  will 
caufe.  him  be  flopped,  and  the  nature  of  tlie  difT 
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patches  will  explain  the  import  of  the  meflage. 
— I  approve  of  your  project  in  part ;  but  it 
would  be  better  that  the  courier  fhould  appear 
to  have  been  robbed,  that  we  may  not  feem 
unreafonably  fufpicious. — It  is  wifely  thought  of 
in  your  majefty  ;  it  is  poffible  that  the  letters  of 
a  man  of  his  age  may  contain  nothing  but  idle 
dreams ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  by  having  Hopped 
them,  you  would  fhowyourfelf  fufpicious  without 
any  caufe. 

Nadan  well  knew  the  nature  of  his  uncle’s 
correfpondence.  He  wrote  to  Perfia  to  one  of 
the  magi  his  friend,  to  Egypt  to  a  certain  prieft 
of  Ofiris,  upon  points  of  fcience,  refpedting 
which  he  was  anxious  to  get  information;  but  a 
correfpondence  of  a  very  different  nature  was  to 
be  imputed  to  him.  What  meafures  did  the  per¬ 
fidious  mini  Her  take  ?  By  means  of  his  uncle’s 
feal,  which  he  had  got  into  his  pofleffion,  and 
pfthe  eafe  with  which  he  counterfeited  his  hand¬ 
writing,  he  wrote  a  letter  in  his  name  to  Akis 
king  of  Perfia,  Sinkarib’s  greateft  enemy.  He 
invited  this  monarch  to  come  and  take  poflef- 
iion  of  a  kingdom,  wliidi  was  harraffed  by  an 
effeminate' tyrant,  now  become  the  object  of  the 
hatred  and  contempt  of  the  people.  He  advi- 
fed  him  to  appear  at  the  head  of  a  chofen  body, 
and  repair  to  the  plain  of  Nerrim,  where  he 
himfelf  would  meet  him  with  his  guard  about 

the 
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the  firft  of  the  month  Niram.  He  informed 
Akis  (all  in  Hicar’s  name),  that  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  gates  of  the  city  would  be  delivered  up  to 
him,  and  that  he  would  find  the  grandees  and 
the  whole  nation  ready  to  throw  off  the  tyrant’s 
yoke,  and  transfer  the  crown  to  him. 

This  letter  fuppofed  that  the  king  of  Perfia 
muft  have  received  others,  in  which  H'car  ex¬ 
plained  to  him  the  fprings  he  had  fet  in  motion 
to  bring  about  the  rebellion. 

When  Nadan  had  fhaded  his  impofture  with 
all  the  colouring  of  truth,  he  got  a  bag  made, 
refembling  that  m  which  the  meffengers  of  Hi- 
car  (hut  up  their  mafter’s  letters,  and  which  was 
fixed  to  their  girdle.  He  was  previoufly  inform¬ 
ed  of  the  departure  of  one  of  them,  and  made  a 
trufty  man  lie  in  wait  for  him  without  the  gates 
of  Nineveh,  who,  entering  into  converfation,  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  him  to  refrelh  himfelf  in  the  firft 
tavern  at  which  they  fliould  arrive ;  from  which 
the  meflenger  did  not  come  till  after  the  other 
had  taken  away  the  bag  that  he  carried,  and 
put  Nadan’s  in  its  place. 

The  minifter  then  went  to  the  king.  “  Sire,” 
faid  he,  u  my  uncle’s  courier  fet  out  this  morn¬ 
ing  for  Perfia  :  Caufe  the  robbers  be  luborned, 
and  appointed  tb  their  fiat  ion.  As  for  myfelf, 
whatever  be  my  uncle’s  difpofitions  towards  me, 
yet  the  ancient  obligations  which  I  am  under  to 
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liim,  and  the  ties  of  blood,  render  it  impofliblc 
for  me  to  take  any  fteps  in  this  bufinefs.  You 
yourfelf  muft  purfue  for  juftice,  if  you  find  it 
your  duty  ;  but,  on  this  occafion,  it  is  impofliblc 
for  me  to  be  of  any  fervice  to  you. — Sinkarib 
approved  of  Nadan’s  delicacy ;  and  fent  five  of 
his  guards,  in  difguife,  in  purfuit  of  the  cou¬ 
rier,  whom  they  foon  got  up  with  and  recog- 
nifedby  the  bag  which  hung  from  his  girdle. 
They  attacked,  plundered,  and  left  him  on  the 
road,  as  robbers  would  have  done,  whofe  part 
they  a&ed  extremely  well. 

No  fooner  had  Sinkarib  read  the  contents 
of  the  letter  than  he  became  quite  furious.  He 
ordered  an  immediate  fearch  to  be  made  for  the 
courier,  who  had  retired  into  a  cottage  near  the 
place  where  he  had  been  attacked.  The 
king’s  mefiengers  immediately  laid  hold  of  him, 
and  conducted  him  to  the  king. 

M  To  whom  do  you  belong,  flave”,  faid  the 
monarch. — “  To  Hicar.” — Did  he  deliver  this 
letter  to  you  ? — Yes  Sire. — To  whom  was  you 
to  deliver  the  packets  which  you  carried  ?  To 
his  friends  in  Perfia. 

“  Oh  !  Treafon  exclaimed  the  king  !  The 
man  whom  my  father  and  I  have  loaded  with 
favours  would  betray  me  to  my  enemy,  and 
totally  ruin  my  kingdom.  Let  Hicar  be  fought 
for  and  brought  hither!  The  guard  haftened 
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to  Hicar’s  palace *,  but  at  that  time  he  was  at  a 
fmafl.  folitude,  to  which  he  frequently  retired, 
among  the  mountains  at  a  little  didance  from 
the  city. 

Zefagnie,  alarmed  at  fo  quick  a  purfuit,  and 
having  learned  that  her  hufband  was  accufed  of 
high  treafon,  raided  her  hands  to  heaven  im¬ 
ploring  its  afiiftance *,  and,  while  a  party  of  the 
guard  was  difpatched  to  feizc  Hicar  in  his  foli¬ 
tude,  {he  ran  to  the  palace  of  the  king,  his  ne¬ 
phew,  to  throw  herfelf  at  his  fest.  Sinkarib 
raifed  her  up.  He  can  obtain  no  favour,  ma¬ 
dam,  faid  the  furious  king  to  her  ;  I  am  in  pof- 
feihon  of  all  the  evidence  of  this  {hocking  con- 
fpiracy  of  your  hufband  againft  me  and  all 
Aflyria.  The  blood  which  flows  in  your  veins 
muft  render  this  criminal  as  odious,  in  vour 
eyes,  as  he  is  ungrateful. 

Zefagnie  then  entered  into  the  detail  of  the 
charges  laid  againft  Hicar;  {he  faw  the  pretend¬ 
ed  proofs  of  them  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  Hie 
was  confcious  of  his  innocence,  and  Nadan’s 
guilt,  who  only  could  have  counterfeited  the 
handwriting  and  the  feal  which  were  before 
her.  But  the  eyes  of  the  king  were  too  much 
fafeinated  to  allow  her  to  entertain  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  tear  off  the  veil  which  covered 
them. 

44  Sire,  faid  {he,  if  you  think  it  your  duty 
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to  facrifice  my  hufband  to  your  revenge  and 
fafety,  I  have  only  one  favour  to  a 0c.  Whe~ 
ther  he  is  guilty  or  innocent,  his  blood  to  me  is 
precious,  and  I  wifh  to  colled  even  its  Iaft  drop. 
He  had  built  a  tomb,  in  which  we  were  one 
day  to  be  united :  Grant  me  your  pefmiffion 
there  to  depofit  his  allies  ;  and,  while  I  deplore 
the  lofs  of  a  man  to  whom  your  father  united 
me,  I  will  applaud  your  juftice,  provided  his 
death  is  neceflary  to  your  fafety  and  that  of  the 
fate.  Only  give  orders  that  the  facrifice  be 
made  in  his  own  palace. 

Sinkarib  could  not  refufe  the  requeft  of  Ze- 
fagnie,  and  ordered  the  proper  officers  to  repair 
immediatly  to  Hicar’s  palace,  and  bring  him  the 
head  of  this  refpeftable  old  man. 

Zefagnie,  on  her  return  home,  dreading  the 
immediate  arrival  df  Hicar  and  his  executioners, 
endeavoured  to  overcome  her  grief,  and  to  pre- 
ferve,  amidd  a  crowd  of  people,  that  recollection 
of  mind  of  which  fhe  intended  to  deprive  them. 
She  prepared  tables,  covered  with  every  dith 
which  could  awaken  the  fenfual  appetite ;  the 
moll  exquifite  liquors  were  fet  upon  the  fide- 
boards ;  pots  wert  filled  witli  perfumes ;  flowers 
of  every  fort  embalmed  the  air;  the  palace 
was  decorated  with  every  ornament ;  and  fixty 
of  the  molt  beautiful  flaves  were  prepared  for 
Ihis  fervice.  It  was  amidfl;  thefe  magnificent 
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preparations  that  Zefagnie  propofed  to  receive 
the  officers  of  Sinkarib.  And,  as  foon  as  the 
fnare  into  which  ffie  wiffied  them  to  fall  was 
properly  laid,  ffie  repaired  to  the  gates  of  the 
palace,  in  order  to  wait  for  them. 

They  at  length  arrived.  "  I  know  for  what 
purpofe  you  are  come,  faid  ffie  5  you  are  the 
tninifters  of  the  king  my  nephew’s  pleafure. 
But,  before  you  execute  a  decree,  fo  fevere  to 
me,  I  wiffi  to  exprefs  to  him,  as  well  as  to  you, 
the  grateful  fenfe  I  have  of  the  fmall  favour  he 
has  granted  me,  in  not  expoling  my  huffiand 
to  a  cruel  and  ignominious  death.  Enter  my 
houfe. — Thofe  who  are  to  bring  the  unhappy 
Hicar  here  are  not  yet  arrived.  My  flaves 
have  orders  to  wait  upon  you.  My  prefent  htua- 
tion  does  not  permit  me  to  do  this  myfelf. 

The  officers,  after  thanking  Zefagnie,  and  ac¬ 
cepting  her  invitation,  entered  the  apartment. 
They  feated  themfelves,  on  fophas  *,  an  hundred 
beautiful  hands  difplayed  an  eagernefs  to-feryc 
them  5  and  in  the  pleafures  of  the  table  they 
foon  forgot  the  rigorous  orders  with  which  they 
were  entrufted. . 

Meanwhile  Zefagnie  loft  not  a  moment ;  ffie 
took  afide  the  executioner.  u  Yapoufmek,*1 
faid  ffie,  “  do  you  remember  that  when  king 
Serkadoum,  my  brother,  Sinkarib’s  father,  in¬ 
tended  to  put  you  to  death,  I  contrived  to  fereen 
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you  from  his  anger  ?  Do  you  recollect:  that  at 
that  time  you  were  indebted  for  your  pardon  to 
the  very  man  whofe  life  you  are  about  to  take 
— Yes,  madam,  and  I  fhall  never  forget  it.— 
Very  well,  continued  Zefagnie,  this  is  the  mo¬ 
ment  to  difcover  your  gratitude :  Hicar  is  inno¬ 
cent  ;  and  you  would  not  wifh  to  embrue  your 
hands  in  the  blood  of  a  virtuous  and  beneficent 
man.  I  have  taken,  from  the  fubterraneous 
prifon  of  my  palace,  an  old  flave,  a  magician, 
ftained  with  the  greateft  crimes,  who  has  the 
very  air  and  figure  of  Hicar.  Your  fuperiors 
at  this  moment  are  incapable  of  obferving  you  * 
the  magician  is  already  drefied  as  my  hufband 
mull  be.  As  foon  as  Hicar  fhall  appear,  you 
will  receive  him  from  the  hands  of  thofe  that 
bring  him  5  you  will  load  him  with  the  chains 
you  have  brought;  and  there  is  a  red  handker¬ 
chief  which  you  will  put  upon  his  eyes  ;  you 
will  then  lead  him  into  the  hall,  where  I  fhall 
be  to  receive  his  laft  farewel :  But  you  mull  re¬ 
move  indifcreet  people,  under  the  pretence  of 
tefpe&ing  the  laft  interview  of  a  hufband  and 
wife.  A  moment  after  this  I  will  deliver  to  you 
my  flave,  drefied,  in  chains,  and  his  eyes  co¬ 
vered  with  a  handkerchief  of  the  very  fame 
pattern  with  that  you  fhall  have  upon  Hicar’s : 
You  will  then  give  the  fignal  for  execution,  and 
01  bsvwovs,  Y  k*  t  ftrike 


1HABI1N  T.ALES* 


«S* 

flrike  off  the  head  of  the  magician,  which  you 
’will  carry  to  the  palace  of  the  king.— 

4(  May  God  profper  your  dcfigns  I  replied 
Xapoufmek*  Willingly  would  I  hazard  my 
life,  in  order  to  fave  his  who  is  fo  dear  to 
you.” 

Heaven  will  reward  you,  faid  Zefagnie,  and, 
on  Our  part,  all  the  riches  we  poffefs  {hall  be  at 
your  difpofal  *  you  .{hall  want  nothing. 

Scarcely  was  this  plot  concerted  betwixt  them, 
when  the  arrival  of  Hicar  enabled  them  to  put 
it  in  execution,  without  experiencing  the  fmalleit 
difficulty.  The  magician  {lave  was  on  his  knees, 
and  recognized  as  the  vizir  himfelf  by  the 
guards  who  had  brought  him :  The  officer  of 
Sinkarib,  who  had  the  charge  of  giving  him  an 
Account  of  the  execution  of  his  orders,  was  in¬ 
formed  j  he  approached ;  and  that  very  inftant 
the  head  of  the  {lave  was  ftruck  off :  Yapouf- 
mek  took  it  up,  and  carried  it  to  the  king. 

Sinkarib’s  officers  tore  themfelves  with  great 
reluctance  from  the  pleafures  which  the  artful 
Zefagnie  had  given  them  to  enjoy*  but  they 
muft  of  neceffity  return  to  their  duty  5  and  Hi- 
car’s  fpoufe,  having  made  the  doors  of  her  pa¬ 
lace  be  Ihut,  was  left  at  liberty  to  devote  herfelf 
to  the  cares  to  which  it  was  now  neceffary  for 
her  to  attend. 

She  ojdered  the  body  of  the  magician  to  he 
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carried  away  with  the  ufual  ceremonies,  and 
carried,  in  its  robes,  to  the  tomb  prepared 
for  Hicar,  attended  by  all  her  houfehold  in 
mourning,  i  I  i 

As  foon  as  it  was  night,  with  the  afEftance 
of  the  jailor  of  the  prifon  of  her  own  palace, 
{lie  conducted  Hicar  into  the  cell  from  which 
the  old  magician  had  been  taken  j  fhe  made  it 
be  put  into  the  moft  commodious  order  ;  and 
this  difmal  habitation  became,  in  the  eyes  of  Ze- 
fagnie,  a  moft  delightful  palace,  fince  it  had 
refcued  innocence  from  the  rage  of  envy. 
r  During  this  bloody  fcene,  the  hypocritical 
Nadan,  affecting  a  grief  which  he  did  not  feel, 
had  Ihut  himfelf  up  in  his  apartment.  Sinka- 
rib  found  it  necefiary  to  brings  him  out  of  it. 
u  Be  comforted,  Nadan,"  faid  he  to  him  5  <c  we 
were  difturbed  by  your  uncle,  and  his  humour 
rendered  him  very  dangerous.  His  whole  for¬ 
tune  will  belong  to  you  at  his  widow’s  death  j 
and  you  will  foon  enjoy  it ;  for  fhe  cannot  long 
furvive  the  lofs  fhe  has  fuftained."  Nadan  left 
his  apartment  with  the  king;  and  they  both 
hafte  to  drown,  in  the  ftream  of  pleafure,  the  re- 
morfe,  uneafinefs,  and  torment*  with  which  they 
were  fecretly  diftrefied  ;  and  became  ftill  more 
negligent  of  their  duty,  and  the  welfare  of  Af- 
fyria.  mails-  ni 

Meanwhile,  the  death  of  Hicar  had  bccafioil^ 
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ed  the  utmoft  grief  in  Nineveh ;  and  foon  fpread 
a  general  mourning  throughout  every  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  empire.  The  neighbouring  powers 
having  received  this  intelligence,  could  not  con¬ 
ceive  what  fhould  have  determined  Sinkarib  to 
extinguifh  the  luminary  of  Alia,  whofe  light 
Was  the  firmeft  fupport  of  his  power.  His  ene¬ 
mies  triumphed,  and  fought  only  for  a  pretext 
to  invade  Aflyria. 

Pharoah,  king  of  Egypt,  thought  this  con-* 
juncture  too  favourable  not  to  take  advantage  of 
it  *  and  fent  an  envoy,  with  almoft  no  retinue, 
to  Nineveh,  with  the  following  letter  to  Sinka¬ 
rib* 

(t Pharaoh ,  Sovereign  of  the  Sovereign  of  the  Riven 
of  the  Earthy  who  fills  the  bafons  of  the  fea 
with  the  immenfe  volume  of  waters  which  he 
dif charges  by  feven  mouths y  to  Sinkarib  King 
of  Ajjyria? 

Let  the  man  who  knows  not  how  to  govern, 
relign  the  command. 

«  We  wilh  to  dignify  the  yoke  of  humani- 
u  ty,  apd  to  reign  by  our  wifdom  throughout 
u  all  the  earth.  Deicerid  from  your  throne  ! 
«  and  come,  with  your  grandees  and  people, 
<*  to  meet  the  chains,  Which  my  armies,  that 

“  will 
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“  will  cover  your  fands,  (ball  bring  with  them. 

Wait  not  in  your  palace  till  you  meet  de- 
4‘  ftm&ion  and  death.  You  may,  however, 
“  have  It  in  your  power  to  treat  with  me  as 
“  with  a  brother  j  and  thefe  are  the  condi- 
^  tions :  ,ciiA  io  vnjnimxjJ  odl  dlun>nbks 
u  I  have  profound  queftions  to  propofe; 
u  and  you  muft  fend  me  a  man  who  lhaU  be 
“  capable  of  refolving  them.  You  muft  build 
u  me  a  palace  between  heaven  and  earth, 
“  whofe  foundation  fhall  reft  on  nothing,  and 
u  whofe  roof  fhall  be  fixed  to  nothing ;  They 
u  are  only  fuperior  men  whom  I  feek  to  ho- 
tc  nour.  If  you  can  fulfil  thefe  conditions, 
“  you  (hall  receive,  for  four  years,  a  tenth  part 
of  the  revenues  of  Egypt.  But,  if  the  man 
u  whom  you  fend  fhould  be  baffled,  if  he  fails 
"  in  the  fmalleft  article  I  exaCt,  then  you  may 
u  expert  a  treatment  as  much  more  rigorous 
M  as  I  fhall  have  caufe  to  complain  either  of 
<{  your  difobedience  or  of  your  prefumption.” 

Sinkarib,  aftonifhed  at  this  letter,  fhewed  it 
to  Nadan :  “  By  what  means,*  faid  he,  M  fhall 
I  be  able  to  avert  the  ftorm  which  threatens  my 
kingdom?  Summon  all  the  aftrologers,  the 
learned  mat,  and  the  fages  of  my  empire  af- 
femble  with  them  all  the  architects ;  and  let  ns 
learn  from  them,  if  by  any  enchantment  it  is 
w  *  poffible 
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poflible  to  conftrutt  this  imaginary  palace  which. 
Pharaoh  requires  of  me ;  and  fee  if  there  be 
Any  one  who  flatters  himfelf  that  he  will  be 
able  to  anfwer  the  fubtle  queftions  of  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  king/’ 

The  calling  together  fo  extraordinary  an  af- 
fembly  produced  univerfal  aftonifhment.  Pha¬ 
raoh’s  letter  was  circulated  throughout  Nine¬ 
veh;  and  a  copy  of  it  even  reached  Zefagnie. 
As  foon  as  it  was  night,  Ihe  repaired,  as  ufual, 
to  her  beloved  Hicar,  and  communicated  to 
him  the  contents  of  the  letter,  Jby  which  all  the 
people  were  agitated.  Hicar,  after  reading  it 
with  attention,  inquired  at  his  fpoufe  what  ef¬ 
fect  it  had  produced  upon  her. 

It  appears  to  me,  replied  fhe,  like  a  cloud 
filled  with  wind,  which  is  eafily  fcattered. 
Were  my  Hicar  alive  to  the  reft  of  the  world, 
I  ihould  look  upon  thefe  myfteries  of  the  E- 
gyptian  king  as  idle  fancies ;  and  I  have  alrea¬ 
dy  conceived  a  plan  of  the.  caftle  which  fhould 
be  built  for  him :  I  would  rather  wifti,  howe¬ 
ver,  that  he  fhould  make  war  upon  us  with 
fuch  letters,  than  hear  of  his  armies  being  up¬ 
on  the  frontiers  of  the  country. 

While  this  happy  pair  were  happy  in  the 
enjoyment  which  they  procured  to  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  converflng  in  tranquility  concern¬ 
ing  the  threatening?  of  the  Egyptian  king,  all 
$  Nineveh 
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Nineveh  was  in  motion  to  make  up  a  council, 
which  fhould  form  an  anfwer  to  them*  If  a 
man  pafled  in  the  ftreets  with  a  downcaft  head, 
a  hxed  eye,  and  a  thoughtful  air,  the  officers 
of  Sinkarib  pulled  the  mufer  by  the  fleeves 
“  Make  hafte,”  faid  they,  (C  you  are  certainly 
a  learned  man,  and  are  waited  for  in  the  coun¬ 
cil.”  This  was  addrefled  to  the  people  of  eve¬ 
ry  rank,  and  frequently  to  thofe  who  were  not 
expetting  it. 

At  length  the  council  was  aflembled.  The 
well-informed  had  abfented  themfelves,  that 
they  might  not  be  reduced  to  the  mortification 
of  confeffing  their  ignorance. 

The  king  caufed  the  difpatches  of  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  monarch  be  read,  after  which  all  with  one 
voice  exclaimed, 

“  Hicar  alone  could  have  fulfilled  the  con- 
“  ditions  of  Pharaoh !  They  would  be  attempt- 

ed  by  any  one  elfe  in  vain.” 

"  Alas!”  faid  Sinkarib  to  himfelf,  fighing 
deeply,  ‘i  Where  art  thou,  Hicar?  Gnawing 
remorfe  perpetually  fets  your  innocence  before 
me,  in  fpke  of  the  apparent  guilt  which  con¬ 
demned  thee.  Where  could  I  find  another 
{age  to  extricate  me  from  this  dreadful  laby¬ 
rinth  in  which  I  am  bewildered  ?” 

The  unhappy  fovercign  difmitfed  the  coun¬ 
cil,  which,  without  fuggefting  any  meafures 

for 
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for  his  relief,  added  greatly  to  his  regret.  He 
did  not  now  feek  for  Nadan  to  give  him  confi¬ 
dence  by  his  advice,  or  to  diflipate  his  cares  in 
pleafure.  To  the  palace  of  his  aunt  Zefagnie 
Jie  bore  his  inquietude  and  forrow,  and  bewail¬ 
ed  with  her  the  man  to  whom  they  had  been 
dear. 

The  wife  fpoufe  of  Hicar  loved  the  king ; 
who,  enervated  as  he  was  by  the  pursuits  of 
pleafure,  was  endowed  with  an  excellent  natu¬ 
ral  cGfpofition,  and  whofe  foul,  the  influence 
of  his  Court,  corrupted  as  it  was,  had  not  yet 
rendered  cruel :  He  threw  himfelf  at  her  feet* 
with  eyes  bathed  in  tears  j  and  the  took  him  in 
her  arms :  u  Come,  my  dear  nephew,”  faid  the 
to  him,  “  I  fliare  in  your  affliction ;  the  king  of 
Egypt  threatens  you  $  but  you  mull  not  fuffer 
yourfelf  to  be  difcouraged.  He  who  is  able  to 
inflict  a  blow  does  not  begin  by  threats :  In 
challenging  your  wifdom  and  knowledge,  he 
leads  me  to  fufpeCt  his  own.  You  are  the  fo- 
vereign  of  a  powerful  empire ;  examine  your 
forces,  draw  them  out,  and  advance  towards 
the  frontiers  before  they  are  attacked. 

“  Alas!  madam,”  faid  Sinkarib,  “  the  threats 
of  the  Egyptian  king  are  not  the  only  caufes  of 
my  affliction  :  I  am  deprived  of  Hicar,  whofe 
fenfe,  counfels,  and  knowledge,  conftituted  all 
my  flrength.  W£at  king  on  earth  would  have 
i  dared 
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glared  to  infult  me,  had  he  been  ftilt alive?  Con¬ 
vinced,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  that  this 
illuftrious  man  fell  a  victim  to  a  deteftable  in¬ 
trigue,  I  am  afraid  to  examine  its  fprings  too 
nearly,  and  to  difcover  its  authors.  The  cry 
of  the  nation  awakens  the  remorfe  of  my  con- 
fcience.  I  aflembled  a  council  to  devife  the 
means  of  anfwering  the  proportions  of  Fharoah, 
and  I  was  openly  told,  that,  by  putting  Hicar  to 
death,  I  had  deprived  myfelf  of  every  refource, 
Alas!  who  can  reftore  me  the  man  whom  I 
have  treated  fo  barbaroufly  !  Lead  me  to  his 
tomb,  that  I  may  embrace  and  water  with  my 
tears  the  precious  relics  of  this  wife  mini  ft  er. 
I  will  alk  advice  at  his  cold  remains.  Around 
them  the  foul  of  the  man  who  directed  my 
youth  doubtlefs  wanders ;  and  I  may  yet  hope 
to  receive  that  counfel,  which  all  the  pretended 
(ages  of  my  court  are  unable  to  give. 

Zefagnie,  that  Jhe  might  learn  the  nature  of 
his  forrow,  did  not  interrupt  the  king.  And, 
when  flie  was  convinced  that  it  was  not  the  fear 
alone  of  an  inevitable  war,  that  occaftoned  his 
diftrefs,  but  that  a  real  fallibility  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  caufe  of  it,  Ihe  thus  fpoke : 

“  My  unfortunate  hulband,  incapable  of  trea- 
fon  in  any  {bape,  certainly  funk  under  the  odi¬ 
ous  plot  of  a  mean  jealoufy.  But  the  enemies 
who  attacked  his  reputation  without  fuccefs, 

have 
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hare  not  been  more  fortunate  in  their  attempt 
to  take  away  his  life.  Divine  Providence 
hath  refeued  it  from  their  fury,  and  faved  hi$ 
head  from  the  mortal  blow  with  which  it  was 
threatened.”  * 

Hicar  lives  !  exclaimed  Sinkarib,  in  a  trank 
port  of  joy.  Ah !  my  heart  is  relieved  L  Hea¬ 
ven  hath  faved  me  from  the  remorfe  of  guilt, 
and  hath  referved  for  me  an  infallible  refource 
againft  the  vain  efforts  and  flratagems  of  Pha- 
toah !  But  how  has  this  miracle  been  perform¬ 
ed  ?  Where  fhall  I  find  this  venerable  fage  ? 
And,  alas  !  how  fhall  I  bear  his  looks,  after  my 
black  ingratitude  towards  him  ?  Will  the  fhame 
with  which  I  am  covered  be  a  fufficient  atone¬ 
ment  for  my  crime  ? 

Keep  yourfelf  calm  for  a  moment,  replied 
Zefagnie ;  I  will  fee  if  it  is  poffible  to  bring 
him  hither;  Dread  not  his  prefence;  Heaven,  in 
protecting  his  life,  has  alfo  preferred  his  vir¬ 
tues^  nay,  it  has  even  crowned  them,  by  granting 
him  patience  in  adverfity,  which  he  had  never 
known  before. 

She  then  went  to  inform  Hicar  of  the  hap* 
py  revolution  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
heart  of  Sinkarib;  it  affefted  the  old  man  very 
deeply  $  and  fhe  then  told  him,  that  fhe  had  con¬ 
cealed  the  fervice  done  them  by  Yapoufmek. 
u  Right  or  wrong,”  kid  fhe,  “  iovereigns  will 

be 
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be  obeyed ;  and  Sinkarib,  although  Indebted 
for  bis  repofe  to  the  difobedience  of  his  flave, 
would  not,  perhaps,  pardon  the  tranfgreffion  of 
his  orders.  Let  us  fuffer  the  idea  of  the  mi¬ 
racle  to  remain,  without  corroborating  It  any 
farther :  The  king  may,  perhaps,  look  upon 
your  fafety  as  a  peculiar  bleffing  from  Bilefa* 
nam.” 

Hicar  prepared  to  go  to  Sinkarib.  The  con- 
folations  he  had  drawn  from  the  heart  of  Ze- 
fagnie,  thofe  he  derived  from  his  own  reflec¬ 
tions,  the  eafe  he  enjoyed  in  the  dungeon 
where  he  lived,  and  the  ufe  of  elixirs,  which 
had  fupported  both  his  body  and  his  mind  9  all 
thefe  together  feemed  to  have  renewed  the  age 
of  this  old  man.  He  at  length  came  Out  ffdm 
his  retreat,  and  appeared  in  the  prefence  of  his 
fovereign. 

Sinkarib  immediately  threw  himfelf  into  his 
arms,  and  with  difficulty  reftrained  his  joy. 
“  Be  calm,  prince,”  faid  Hicar  5  u  it  is  eflen- 
tially  neceflary  to  your  intereft  that  my  being 
alive  fhould  not  be  known.  I  know  on  what  terms 
you  are  with  the  king  of  Egypt ;  he  would  at¬ 
tribute  to  me  all  the  fprings  which  we  are  a- 
bout  to  fet  in  motion  5  and,  prefuming  too 
much  on  your  refources,  he  would  employ  a- 
gainft  you  frill  more  dangerous  means.  If  your 
court,  if  Nadan  himfelf  were  informed  of  my 
Vol.  II.  Z  being 
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being  alive,  the  Egyptian  envoy  would  be  made 
acquainted  with  it.  You  muft  not,  then,  Sire, 
give  any  perfon  the  fmalleft  hint  of  the  fecret 
you  have  now  learned :  Befides  you  have  no 
need  to  be  uneafy  about  the  proportions  of 
Pharoah ;  I  have  already  noted  down,  in  the 
filence  of  my  retreat,  the  anfwei;  which  you 
muft  return  ;  and,’  under  a  feigned  name,  I 
will  fulfil  the  engagements  you  are  about  to 
come  under  ;  Here  they  are  : 

SlNKARIB,  king  of  Affyrict)  to  PHAROAH,  king  cf 
Egypt. 

Tlie  man  whom  a  wonder  aftoniflies  will  ne¬ 
ver  perform  one. 

“  Your  letter,  brother,  hath  filled  me  with 
«  admiration  at  the  extent  and  depth  of  the 
«  knowledge  which  it  announces,  and  the  re- 
t(  fpe£t  which  it  fhows  you  have  for  the  human 
tc  race.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  of  your 
“  opinion,  that  the  power  which  fubdues  men 
“  alfo  degrades  them  j  and  that  they  were  bom 
“  to  be  governed  by  wifdom  and  knowledge. 
“  Many  learned  men  of  my  court  are  contend- 
€f  ing  for  the  honour  of  being  admitted  to  a 
“  nearer, view  of  your  furprifing  knowledge, 
and  of  trying  their  weak  abilities  in  the  ex- 

“  planation 
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“  planation  of  the  difficulties,  which  you  are  to 
“  propofe.  The  architetfts,  who  muft  build 
t(  your  palace,  are  here  5  but  it  is  neceflary  that 
<f  they  collet  workmen,  who  may  be  able  to 
“  execute  their  orders  ;  and  this  requires  a  de- 
“  lay  of  three  months.  I  am  fenfible  of  the 
"  importance  this  delay  will  occafion  you. 

“  All  that  you  have  to  do  is  to  find  people 
“  to  fupply  them  with  materials  :  In  all  other  re- 
“  fpe<fts  I  accept  your  terms,  and  am  ready  both 
“  to  give  and  t6  receive  hoftages,  unlefs  my 
“  word  fhall  be  fiufiicient,  as  I  rely  with  entire 
“  confidence  in  your’s.” 

Sinkarib  was  greatly  aftonifhed  at  the  con¬ 
tents  of  this  letter.  “  I  know  well,”  faid  he  to 
Hicar,  “  that  you  can  anfwer  all  Pharoah’s  que¬ 
stions.  But,  fuppofing  you  to  be  the  architect 
of  this  palace  in  the  air,  Where  could  you  find, 
in  three  months,  workmen  to  labour  under  your 
orders,  unlefs  the  genii  of  the  air  fHould  build 
it?” 

“  My  wife,”  replied  Hicar,  “  has  underta¬ 
ken  the  conftnuftion  of  this  whimfical  edifice : 
She  intends  to  render  it  impoffible  for  Pharoah 
to  fulfil  the  conditions  to  which  he  is  bound  by 
the  letter  yon  are  about  to  fend  him.  Zefag- 
nie  looks  upon  this  aerial  palace  as  an  infant’s 
play-thing,  which  muft  be  deftroyed  by  the  ar¬ 
tifice  of  a  woman :  It  belongs  to  her  to  contrive 
Z  2  it: 
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it:  She  will  give  me  fome  directions  for  its 
execution.  Return  to  your  palace.  Sire  ;  did- 
patch  the  Egyptian  ambafladors.  I  will  {hut 
myfelf  up  in  my  folitude,  where,  under  the 
name  of  Abicam,  a  Chaldean  aftrologer,  and 
protected  by  Zefagnie,  I  intend  to  live  unknown 
to  all  the  world,  and  occupied  with  your  affairs. 
If  any  embarafiment  fhould  occur  in  them,  you 
can  eafdy  make  me  acquainted  with  it.  But  I 
have  one  advice  to  give  you. 

He  who  plotted  my  death  is  as  much  your 
enemy  as  mine.  Be  upon  your  guard:  You  need 
not  be  afraid  of  any  blame  on  this  account, 
ilnce  the  pre tendons  of  the  Egyptian  king  fur- 
niflr  you  the  mod  plaudble  pretext.  Double 
your  guard,  and  take  mine,  which  you  left  from 
refpeCt  to  the  princefs  your  aunt.  The  chief  who 
commands  them  is  beyond  the  reach  of  corrup¬ 
tion  and  all  his  officers  are  of  his  own  choice. 
Honour  him  with  your  conddence ;  and  this 
will  be  one  barrier  more  between  you  and  every 
enemy. 

Hicar  deemed  to  have  forefeen  the  dedgns  of 
Nadan.  This  ungrateful  minifter,  perceiving 
that  the  king’s  going  fo  frequently  to  Zefagnie 
muff  neceffarily  complete  his  ruin,  had  formed 
the  dedgn  of  bribing  Sinkarib’s  guards,  of  fend¬ 
ing  his  head  to  the  Egyptian  king,  and  of  be¬ 
coming 
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toming  his  fucceflbr  on  the  Aflyrian  throne,  as 
a  tributary  of  Pharoah. 

Sinkarib  lhowed  him  the  letter  he  meant  to 
addrefs  to  the  king  of  Egypt.  Nadan,  although, 
its  contents  aftonilhed  him,  looked  upon  it  on¬ 
ly  as  a  contrivance  to  gain  time.— u  Your  ma- 
jefly,”  faid  he  to  the  king,  u  knows  very  well 
that  you  cannot  fulfil  the  conditions  it  impofes, 
and  probably  you  avail  yourfelf  of  this  delay  to 
make  preparations  for  war  ?— Yes,  replied  Sin¬ 
karib  ;  and  I  will  employ  every  poflible  method 
to  enable  me  to  profecute  my  defign,  at  the 
head  of  fifty  thoufand  chariots ;  but  we  mull 
wait  the  departure  of  the  Egyptian  meflengers, 
that  we  may  not  create  in  them  any  fufpicion. 
In  the  mean  time,  notwithftanding  their  pre¬ 
fence,  and  without  being  in  the  leafi:  fufpe&ed, 
I  can  withdraw  the  guard  from  Zefagnie,  in  or¬ 
der  to  inure  them  to  exercife,  and  to  prepare 
them  for.  accompanying  me  to  the  war. 

Nadan  thought  he  had  now  found  out  the 
motive  which  led  the  king  fo  frequently  to  the 
widow  of  Hicar,  and  became  Lefs  fufpicious  of 
this  circumftance  :  Without  th  s,  the.  increafe  of 
his  guard,  and  the  inclination  which  appeared 
in  Sinkarib  to  take  the  management  of  his  bu- 
finefs  into  his  own  hands,  would  have  added 
greatly  to  his  fears.  He  applauded  the  wife 
meafures  of  his  fovereign,  and  promifed  to  ne- 
Z  3  gle& 
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glett  nothing  which  might  be  necefiary  to  put 
the  forces  of  the  empire  on  a  refpe&able  foot¬ 
ing. 

The  mefiengfers  of  Pharoah  departed  frorn 
Nineveh  with  difpatthes  from  Sinkarib,  and 
convinced,  by  public  report,  that  none  among 
the  learned  of  his  court  had  been  ty>ld  enough 
to  undertake  the  explanation  of  the  myfteries 
which  the  Egyptian  monarch  meant  to  propofe. 

Zefagnie  difmified  from  the  folitude  of  Hicar 
all  the  flaves  to  whom  he  was  known,  except 
the  gardener,  in  whom  he  had  entire  confidence ; 
Their  places  were  fupplied,  as  well  as*  thofe  of 
the  other  domeftics,  by  people  to  whom  their 
matter  was  totally  unknown.  Hicar,  already  in¬ 
formed  of  it,  appeared  to  the  gardener  under 
the  name  of  Abicam,  a  Chaldean  aftrologer, 
who  was  to  be  allowed  the  ule  of  the  philofo- 
phical  apparatus  which  had  belonged  to  Hicar  ; 
and  was  wholly  engaged  with  Zefagnie’s  pro- 
je£t  for  connftru&ing  the  aerial  palace. 

Hicar’s  huritfmen  were,  by  orders  of  his 
fpoufe,  to  over-run  the  defarts,  in  which  the 
monftrous  birds,  called  rocs  *,  were  accuftomed 
to  breed.  They  were  to  bring  away  two  of 

them 

*  The  Re§.  A  bird  of  an  enormous  fize,  which  is 
found  iu  the  defarts  of  Africa  ;  it  can  carry  a  weight 
of  two  hundred  pounds.  Many  are  of  opinion  that  it 
is  fabulous. 
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them  very  young,  with  their  hrft  down  upon 
them,  and .  conduct  them  to  the  gardener  of 
the  folitary  manfion. 

Hicar,  under  the  naoae  of  Abicam,  was  to 
have  two  young  flaves,  eleven  years  old,  who 
muft  be  rendered  fo  familiar  with  the  birds, 
that  the  inftinft  of  the  two  fpecies  might  feem 
to  be  blended  together. 

The  birds  were  found,  and  delivered  to  the 
care  of  the  young  children,  who  left  them  nei¬ 
ther  night  nor  day.  They  fed  and  flept  toge¬ 
ther.  There  was  foon  a  very  clofe  familiarity 
eftablifhed  betwixt  the  four  companions  :  and  as 
the  rocs  as  yet  found  great  difficulty  in  railing 
themfelves  into  the  air,  they  followed  the  chil¬ 
dren  every  where,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they 
would  have  followed  their  dam.  The  chil¬ 
dren  got  up  upon  the  back  of  thefe  birds, 
which  took  great  plcafure  in  carrying  them. 
They  fixed  upon  them  fmall  convenient  faddles, 
on  which  the  heroes,  as  they  were  tied  to  them, 
fat  very  gracefully,  and  without  running  any 
hazard  of  falling.  The  birds  took  the  firft 
flight  in  the  gardens  ;  they  were  kept  by  a  long 
ribband  fixed  to  their  feet,  which  Hicar  held  in 
his  hand.  By  degrees  the  children  became 
able  for  them,  and  held  the  ribband  which 
ferved  them  for  reins.  Obedient  40  the  voice 
of  their  little  companions,  the  birds  waved  aloft,  • 

or 
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or  alighted  at  their  pleafure.  This  docility  in- 
creafed  with  their  ftrength ;  and  there  now  re¬ 
mained  nothing  but  to  inftruft  the  young  chil¬ 
dren  in  what  they  were  to  fay  and  do,  on  their 
arrival  in  Egypt :  and,  as  they  were  both  en¬ 
dowed  with  an  excellent  underhanding,  this 
part  of  the  plan  was  the  ealieft  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted. 

Zefagnie  came  from  time  to  time  to  enjoy 
the  fuccefs  of  her  undertaking,  and  accuftomed 
both  the  children  and  the  rocs  to  obey  her  or¬ 
ders.  Every  time  Sinkarib  came  to  viht  her, 
fhe  comforted  him  refpe&ing  his  uneafinefs  and 
his  fears  *,  concealing  from  him,  however,  the 
means  hie  was  employing  to  relieve  them. 

The  prince,  roufed  from  the  dumber  in 
which  his  vigilance  and  activity  had  been  buried, 
ever  hnce  he  afeended  the  throne,  thought  at 
length  of  giving  new  vigour  to  the  languifhing 
fprings  of  his  empire.  He  found  very  great 
refources  in  Nadan,  who,  being  now  awakened, 
difplayed  the  treafures  of  knowledge  with  which 
Hicar  had  ftored  his  mind.  This  minifler  be¬ 
held  the  rigorous  term  of  three  months  fail  ap¬ 
proaching,  without  any  preparation  for  war  be¬ 
ing  undertaken,  or  any  perfon  nominated  as  the. 
chief  of  the  embahy  5  and  therefore  he  flattered 
himfelf  that  he  would  reach  the  moment  when 
his  ambitious  projects  might  burft  into  full  view. 

The 
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The  defencelefs  frontiers  were  expofed  to  the 
inroads  of  an  enemy,  and  the  number  of  his 
fuhjefts  were  diminifhing  every  day  *,  for  the  A£* 
fyrians  was  palling  over  into  Egypt,  in  order  to 
withdraw  themfelves  from  the  flavery  with 
which  they  were  threatened. 

When  the  eighth  month  had  elapfed  fince 
Sinkarib’s  letter  had  been  difpatched  to  Pharoah, 
Hicar,  under  the  name  of  Abicam,  demanded 
permiflion  to  begin  his  journey.  He  was  to 
be  efcorted  by  the  Arabs  of  the  moft  remote 
defart.  It  was*  not  till  then  that  Nadan  learned 
that  a  Chaldean  philofopher,  protected  by  Ze~ 
fagnie,  had  undertaken  to  fatisfy  the  Egyptian 
king  in  every  point.  His  furprife  was  greatly  in- 
creafed  when  he  heard  that  Zefagnier  her£lf 
wifhed  to  accompany  tliis  fage,  whofe  ability 
{he  had  warranted.  He  underftood  nothing  of 
this  extraordinary  undertaking  j  but,  if  it  was 
unfuccefsful,  Nadan  {bowed  her  all  the  dangers 
to  which  lhe  would  be  expofed. 

Every  thing  was  now  in  readinefs  for  the  em- 
bafTy,  and  all  the  retinue  were  aflembled  at  Hi- 
car's  folitude.  Sinkarib  hole  from  the  trouble- 
fome  crowd,  to  enjoy  the  fweets  of  a  private  in¬ 
terview  with  his  embafiador. 

Maintain  your  tranquility,  Sire,  faid  the  pru¬ 
dent  minifter ;  together  with'the  fafety  of  your 
realm,  I  promife  you  the  return  of  the  fubjedts 

who 
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who  have  emigrated  from  yoirr  frontiers,  the 
four  years  tribute,  and  the  reimburfement  of 
all  yicrnr  extraordinary  expences.  I  leave  you 
with  Nadan,  whom  you  muft  frill  employ.  He 
pofTefles  abilities,  and  will  be  neceffary  to  you  ; 
but  do  not  lofe  tight  of  him  even  for  a  moment. 
At  my  return  I  wall  inform  you  why  I  think  him 
dangerous.  You  are  lefs  connected  with  one 
another  by  your  pleafures  fince  you  have  filled 
up  your  time  with  public  bufinefs,  and  you 
may  eafily  conceal  from  him  your  fufpicions. 

The  envoy  of  Sinkarib  began  his  march.  His 
whole  equipage  confifled  of  four  elephants.  He 
himfelf  and  his  fpoufe,  with  two  eunuchs,  were 
on  one  tower  :  The  two  rocs,  and  their  young 
guides,  had  each  of  them  one,  with  a  flave  to 
ferve  them.  Four  women  and  two  eunuchs 
loaded  the  back  of  the  fourth  elephant  *,  and  an 
hundred  flaves  on  horfeback  armed  with  a  fabre 
» and  a  (pear,  efcorted  this  little  party. 

A  filken  net  covered  the  tower  in  which  the 
birds  were  fhut  up,  that  they  might  be  conceal¬ 
ed  from  the  infpeCtion  of  the  curious.  The 
object  of  this  deflination  was  to  be  kept  a  pro¬ 
found  fecret  from  all  5  and  the  eunuchs  walked 
night  and  day  around  thefe  myflerious  cages, 
and  kept  the  indifcreet  at  a  diftance,  and  to 
prevent  all  converfation  with  their  conductors, 
'  who  themfelves  were  convinced  that  the  ele¬ 
phants 
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phants  carried  extraordinary  prefents  to  Pha- 
roah. 

The  whole  caravan  arrived  at  Mafier  *  with¬ 
out  having  met  with  any  difficulty*  Hicar 
pitched  his  camp  in  a  commodious  place  in  the 
environs  of  the  city,  and,  in  quality  of  envoy 
from  king  Sinkarib,  demanded  an  audience. of 
Pharoah. 

The  Egyptian  monarch,  encouraged  by  the 
advice  of  the  priefts  of  Ofiris,  whofe  temple 
hands  in  the  middle  of  the  great  lake  Merov  f, 
was  well  affiired  that  he  had  propofed  que- 
ftions,  to  refolve  which  was  above  the  capacity 
of  mortals :  He  was  on  his  guard  againft  the  ih 
lufions  of  magic ;  and  was  certain  that,  by  his 
embarraffing  propositions,  he  would  difconcert 
the  abilities,  however  great  they  might  be,  of 
the  pretended  fage  who  had  been  fent  to  him. 
He  fent  notice  to  the  ambaflador  that  he  was^ 
ready  to  receive  him;  and,  that  he  might  com¬ 
mand  the  greater  refpeff,  was  furrounded  with 
all  the  magnificence  of  his  court. 

Hicar,  in  a  very  extraordinary  drefs,  un¬ 
known  evenj  at  the  court  of  Sinkarib,  appear¬ 
ed  before  the  monarch.  The  firmnefs  of 

his 

•  Mafler,  or  Mefraini.  Grand  Cairo,  built  hy  Me£ 
raim  the  fon  of  Cham. 

f  Merov.  The  lake  MerOv,  mentioned  in  Strabo’s 
Hiftory  of  Ancient  Egypt,  and  that  of  Diodorus  Siculus. 
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his  ftep,  and  his  majeftic  air,  already"  command¬ 
ed  the  refpedt  of  the  whole  affembly :  He  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  proftra- 
ted  himfelf  j  and,  when  this  firft  homage  waS 
paid,  he  thus  fpake : 

u  Sire !  You  have  fent  a  challenge  to  my 
matter,  which  he  joyfully  accepts,  as  the  com¬ 
bat  does  not  expofe  either  the  repofe  or  the 
life  of  yOur  two  nations.  You  wifh  only  to 
difpute  concerning  fcience  and  wifdom  $  and  I 
come  from  him,  admiring  your  greatnefs,  to 
make  known  to  you  his,  and  fecure  him  your 
efteem  for  ever.  If,  by  the  favour  of  heaven, 
I  am  fuccefsful  in  tills  undertaking,  (permit  me, 
fublime  monarch !  to  recal  your  conditions  to 
your  memory),  we  have  your  facred  word,  that 
you  will  for  four  years  pay  a  tribute  on  all  the 
productions  of  Egypt.  If  I  am  found  incapable 
of  anfwering  the  quettions  agreed  upon,  my 
life  fhall  atone  for  my  audacity ;  and  the  king 
of  Aflyria,  whofe  refpedt  for  fcience  knows  no 
bounds,  fhall  fubjedt  his  crown  to  you,  and  en¬ 
gage  to  pay  annually  into  your  treafures  what¬ 
ever  ranfom  you  fhall  be  pleafed  to  demand.” 

The  dignified  and  modeft  air  of  the  Aflyrian 
ambaflador,  the  arrangement,  the  precifion, 
and  the  force  of  his  fpeeeh,  aftoniflied  Pha¬ 
raoh;  and  he  reproached  himfelf  for  his  rafh- 
nefs.  Could  a  fovereign,  funk  in  effeminacy, 

entirely 
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entirely  under  tlie  dominion  of  his  pafiion?, 
who  fuffered  his  fubjeXs  to  groan  under  the 
yoke  of  tyranny,  could  he  be  furrounded  with 
fuch  men  as  this,  who  had  explained  himfeif 
with  fb  much  courage  and  wifdom  ?  Would 
they  devote  themfelves  for  the  fafety  of  a 
prince,  every  moment  of  whofe  life  was  mark¬ 
ed  by  weakneftes  and  errors  ?  In  the  htuation 
in  which  the  Afiyrian  ambalTador  then  was, 
what  could  the  old  Hicar  have  faid  better,  al¬ 
though  he  had  been  ftill  alive  2 

Thefe  reflexions  prevented  Pharaoh  from 
returning  an  immediate  anfwer  to  the  fpeech 
of  the  ambaftadpr  5  but  at  length  he  broke  fi- 
lence. 

“  Envoy  of  Sinkarib,  what  is  your  name  2 ? 
— “  JSIy  name  is  Abicam,  the  humbled  of  my 
/overeign’s  flaves.  I  am  one  of  thofe  worms 
who  have  hitherto  creepcd  undiftinguiihed 
bout  the  throne.  At  the  court  of  my  m after, 
truft  and  honours  are  conferred  on  people  more 
expert  than  I  am.” — “  Surely,”  replied  Pha¬ 
raoh,  whofe  furprife  was  ftill  increafed,  4<  if  I 
have  before  me  the  meaneft  of  the  fervants  of 
the  Aflyrian  king,  his  dominions  muft  be 
peopled  with  divinities  1  But,  fince  you  are  fo 
inferior,  why  was  .  you  made  choice  of,  jn  pre¬ 
ference  to  fb  many  illuftrious  men,  ftnee  Sic- 
icarib  pretends  fo  much  efteem  for  me  2 

Voj*.  IL  A  a 
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Sire \  replied  the  ambaffador,  the  bee,  pla¬ 
ced  in  the  fcale  of  exiftence  betwixt  birds  and 
infe&s,  is  the  leaf!  of  all  the  wittged  animals. 
Yet,  fee  the  wonderful  work  it  compofes !  It 
is  admitted  with, diftin&ion  to  the  tables  of  the 
moft  illuflrious  fovereigns  and,  in  the  eye  of 
Sinkarib,  the  final!  and.  the  great  are  of  equal 
eftimation.  He  judges  them  from  the  pinna¬ 
cle  of  greatnefs  to  which  the  Deflinies  have 
raifed  him.  This  ilnfwer  delighted  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  king,  who,  although  dazzled  with  his  owri 
magnificence,  yet  beheld  with  enthufiafm  the 
merit  and  knowledge  which  feemed  to  rife  a- 
bove  all  ordinary  bounds.  He  difmifled  Hicar, 
offering  him  for  a  habitation  the  mod:  beauti¬ 
ful  palace  in  Maffer ;  but  the  hufband  of  Ze- 
fagnie  chofe  rather  to  return  to  hi$  compa¬ 
nion,  where  every  thing  neceffary  for  him  was 
lent  by  the  orders  of  Pharoah. 

Scarcely  had  Hicar  retired  under  his  tent, 
when  a  minifter  from  the  king  came  to  acquaint 
him,  that  in  three  days  he  muff  return  to  the  pa¬ 
lace  prepared  to  anfwer  the  queftions  that  fhou'ld, 
be  put  to  him. 

The  vizir,  completely  {killed  in  the  art  of 
courts,  received  the  Egyptian  minider  in  a 
manner  of  which  this  ladr  had  formed  no 
idea,  and  fent  him  back,  convinced  that 

thfc 
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the  man  with  whom  he  had  juft  converfed  was 
above  the  condition  of  mortals. 

The  three  days  were  elapfed  *,_  and  Hicar  re¬ 
paired  to.  the  palace  of  the  king.  He  was  wait¬ 
ed  foj:  at  the  gates,  to  be  conducted  with  great 
ceremony  into  Pharoah’s  prefence,  who  was 
feated  on  his  throne,  clothed  in  a  purple  robe, 
embroidered  with  gold,  and  richiy  adorned  with 
jewels ;  with  a  moft  fplendid  and  magnificent 
Court  around  him,  confiding  of  all  the  gran* 
dees  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Afiyrian  minifter  having  faluted  him 
refpe&fully,  waited  with  downcaft  eyes,  and  his 
hands  folded  upon  his  bread,  till  fome  one 
Should  fpeak  to  him. 

“  Abicam,”  faid  the  king  to  lum,  a  every 
thing  in  the  univerfe  is  enigmatical,  and  every 
object  of  contemplation  conceals  an  important 
truth.  Caft  your  eyes  on  me,  and  around  my 
throne,  and  tell  me  what  I  referable  in  the  mid  ft 
of  my  court  ?” 

“  Sire,”  replied  Hicar,  “  here  I  am  no  lefs 
ft  ruck,  than  I  woyld  be  if  the  Ntfe,  which  co¬ 
vers  the  divinities  of  my  country,  were  to  fall, 
and  difclofe  to  my  view  Bilelfanam,  furrounded 
with  all  his  power. 

The  king  of  Egypt,  pleafed  with  this  anfwer, 
ordered  the  ambafiador  to  be  clothed  in  one  of 
the  moft  beautiful  robes  in  the  palace,  and  de- 
A  a  2  ferred 
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fe rred  the,  remainder  of  the  queftion$  till  next 
day,  at  the  lame  hour. 

The  king  received  him  then  dreffed  in  white, 
and  his  courtiers  wore  fiiits  of  different  colours, 
whiclr  were  hy  no  means  fo  Iplendid. 

te  What  do  you  fee  here  ?”  alked  Pharoah. 

u  I  fee,  Sire,  the  fertile  plains  of  Egypt  un¬ 
cultivated,  dried  up,  without  the  fmalleft  vege¬ 
tation,  waiting  for  thole  treafures,  which  are 
fuon  to  defcend  from  the  liimmifs  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Ethiopia  :  This  is  the  refemblance  of 
the  court  with  Which  you  ate  fur  rounded. 

“  Your  vail  turban  reprefents  the  reviving 
fnows,  on  which  the  heavens  appear  to  reft. 

“  Your  eyes,  and  your  mouth,  are  the  bene¬ 
ficent  fdurCes,  which  are  to  fcatter  far  and  wide 
the  nourilhing  falts. 

<{  Your  hands,  like  the  mouths  of  the  Del¬ 
ta,  will  diftribute  your  fuperfluous  wealth  ;  and 
every  tiling  that  breathes  will  be  tranfported  in¬ 
to  a  new  being.” 

Scarcely  had  he  finilhed  this  reply,  when  an 
emotion  of  unitferfal  admiration  appeared  in  the 
countenance  of  all.  Pharoah,  after  ordering  a 
drefs  ftill  more  fumptuous  than  the  former  to 
be  given  to  the  ambaflador  of  Sinkarib,  appoint¬ 
ed  the  following  day  for  a  third  audience. 

Hicar,  on  his  return,  found  the  fovereign  fo 
dazzling  with  the  number  and  brilliancy  of  his 

jewels, 
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jewels,  that  he  could  not  look  ftedfaftly  at  him; 
his  vizirs  alfo  were  covered  with  them.  The 
effeft  of  fo  much  light  forced  the  ambaflador  to 
caft  down  his  eyes ;  and  Pharpah,  availing  him- 
felf  of  this  confuflpn,  faid  to  him,  “  Sage  of  A£- 
fyria,  what  fenfation  do  you  feel  ?” 

“  I  awoke  late,”  replied  the  ambaflador ; 
“  and  my  eyes  having  fcarcely  got  out  of  the 
darknefs,  in  which  they  were  wrapped  up  du¬ 
ring  my  rcpofe,  are  not  yet  familiar  with  the 
rays  of  the  fun,  whofe  perfect  image  1  now  be¬ 
hold  in  your  majefly.  But,  by  putting  my  hand 
before  my  eyes,  I  am  able  to  contemplate  and 
diftinguifti,  together  with  the  ornaments  of  the 
Zodiac,  the  feven  planets  which  borrow  their 
light  from  the  ftar  which  illuminates  the  uni- 
verfe”  :r  (i 

Pharoah  was  betrayed  into  an  exclamation  of 
applaufe.  But  it  was  yet  too  foOn  to  confefs 
himfelf  overcome.  Even  when  the  ambaflador 
fliould  have  given  a  full  explanation  of  every 
queftion  which  might  be  propofed,  the  aerial  pa¬ 
lace  would  /till  remain  to  be  built and  he  would 
have  it  in  his*  powrer  to  impofe  laws,  inflead  of 
receiving  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  in  order,  to  put  the  wif- 
dom  of  Hicar  to  a  new  trials  he  fpoke  to  him 
thus  :  “  You  have  made  me  three  anfwers  fuc- 
cdflvely,  with  which  I  muft  confefs  myfelf 
A  a  3  pleafed  ; 
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pleafed »  now,  after  haying  pointed  out  io  well 
the  afiufion  of  the  fplendour  which  furrOunds 
me,  to  what  would  you  compare  your  own 
king  S.inkarib  ?” 

“  Sire,”  replied  Hicar,  (i  I  never  raffed  my 
thoughts  fo  high.  This  attempt,  totally  new, 
furpaffes  all  my  efforts.  It  is  almoil  knpoffible  for 
me  to  fix  at  once  on  all  his  refemblances  *,  for, 
under  each  of  them,  I  could  exhibit  him  in  the 
moft  fplendid  point  of  view. — The  friend  of 
peace,  he  is  like  the  wind  of  the  fouth,  which, 
moving  without  interruption,  fcarcely  ruffles 
the  furface  of  the  ocean.  If  the  wind  of  the 
north  ftiouid  dffpute  his  claim  to  glory,  then, 
confcious  of  his  ftrength,  he  hurls  forth  the 
fborm.  lightening  fialhes  in  the  bofom  of 
lightening  >  the  thunder  burfts  in  awful  peals  ; 
the  waves  of  the  fea  fhake  the  folid  rocks,  and 
difclofe  the  foundations  of  the  earth.” 

Thefe  words  of  Hicar  were  terrible  as  the 
temped  they  defcribed :  The  king  of  Egypt 
and  all  his  court  were  dffmayed;  and  Sih- 
karib  was  elevated,  in  his  mind,  high  as  the 
vaults  of  the  palace  of  Maffer.  A  profound 
filence  teftified  at  once  the  abilities  of  the  ora¬ 
tor,  and  the  confirmation  of  the  audience. 
Though  borne  away  by  his  enthufiafm,  and 
nQtw|thftanding  the  formidable  greatnefs  5n 
which  be  had  xeprefented  his  fovercign,  Hi- 
*  car 
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car  had  given  offence  to  none.  The  meffen- 
ger  of  peace,  it  Was  his  duty  to  make  War  be 
dreaded ;  and  he  was  fumtfhed  with  an  un- 
forefeen  opportunity  of  infpiring  the  Egyptian 
court  with  refpeCt  for  the  forces  of  his  maf- 
/llcioj  f'ic;r:n>nc  zixfF  .d'dd  of  eiAguoif}' 

The  pride  of  Pharaoh  was  fhocked  when  any 
one  even  hinted  at  his  having  a  rival  upon  earth  ; 
but  the  prefence  alone  of  the  Aflyrian  antbaffa- 
dot  fheWed  him  this  was  poffible. 

“  Men  ate  not  to  be  reckoned  as  we  reckon 
animals,”  faid  he  to  himfelf ;  “  one  camel  is 
worth  no  more  than  another  ;  but  the  man 
who  is  before  me  is  Worth  a  whole  army  \ 
The  difcourfe  he  has  now  held,  would  in  any 
other  man  have  been  the  higheft  pitch  of  auda¬ 
city,  but  in  him  it  is  the  fublimity  of  cou¬ 
rage. 

After  thefe  reflections,  he  ordered  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  the  robes,  with  which  he  intended 
to  honour  Abicam,  to  be  ftill  increafed ;  and 
then  thus  addreffed  him : 

“  You  will  return  to-morrow,  Abicam ;  I 
have  ftill  one  queftidn  to  propofe,  to  whiclr 
you  mu  ft  give  me  a  fatisfying  anfwer.  The 
demands  I  have  made  upon  Sinkarib  fhall  not 
be.  in  vain  *,  nor  fhall  the  fervour  of  your  zeal 
deceive  me,  refpeCting  the  forces  which  he  Can 
bring  againft  me.  If  you  come  off  Victorious 
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in  every  point,  I  fhall  look  upon  your  triumph 
as  a  favour  from  heaven,  which  I  ought  to  re- 
fpeft.  But,  if  I  have  the  advantage  in  any  ar¬ 
ticle  whatever,  nothing  fhall  prevent  me  from 
profecuting  my  rights" 

«  I  alfo  will  demand  mine,”  replied  Hicar, 
“  when  they  fhall  have  been  clearly  eftablifh- 
ed and  he  was  about  to  take  his  leave  of  the 
king  for  the  fourth  time,  when  the  arrival  of 
a  mefTenger  from  AfTyria,  with  difpatches  for 
the  king  of  Egypt,  was  announced  to  the  pre¬ 
tended  Abicam.  Hicar  demanded  petmiffion 
to  bring  forward  the  courier  5  he  received  the 
letter,  and,  after  patting  it  upon  his  heart  arid 
his  head,  delivered  it  to  the  fovereign  to  whom 
it  was  addrefled.  Pharaoh  opened  it ;  and  thefe 
were  its  contents. 

u  SlNKARlB,  King  of  AJJyria,  to  Pharaoh,  King 
of  Egypt.” 

When  reafon  and  good  faith  prefide,  every 
difference  may  be  fettled. 

u  As  my  fervant  Abicam  is  with  you,  he 
“  will,  no  doubt,  fatisfy  you  in  whatever  you 
“  may  defire  of  him;  and  I  fuppofe  you  will 
“  be  no  lefs  pleafed  with  him  than  with  me, 
u  who  defire  nothing  but  peace  and  your 

“  friend- 
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“  friendfhip  on  which  I  depend  as  fully,  aa 
“  if  you  had  already  promifed  them.  I  am 
“  very  dedirous,  brother,  to  be  on  the  fame 
t(  terms  with  all  my  neighbours  but  I  have 
“  fome  who  are  more  ambitious  than  wife.  All 
“  are  not  endowed  with  an  enlightened  under- 
<c  handing.  I  have  laboured  to  render  the  for- 
“  ces  of  my  empire  fo  refpeCtable,  that  I  may 
u  be  able  to  make  them  repent  the  leaft  in- 
“  fringement  of  the  treaties  into  which  we 
“  have  entered.  But  I  hand  in  heed  of  nine 
“  hundred  katars  *,  to  complete  the  payment 
u  of  fixty  thoufand  chariots  of  war  which  I 
u  have  equipped;  and  I  befeech  you  to  ad- 
“  vance  them:  Your  delivering  this  fum  into 
“  the  haiids  of  my  ambalfador  lhall  be  confi- 
u  dered  as  a  mark  of  your  confidence,  which 
"  will  entitle  you  hill  more  to  my  cfteem/* 

Pharaoh  was  led  from  furprife  to  admiration 
by  the  wifdom  and  firmnefs  of  Hicar*s  replies  ; 
and  the  letter  of  Sinkarib  hill  increafed  his  a- 
ftonilhment ;  as  it  was  a  proof,  that  this  mo¬ 
narch  was  perfectly  at  eafe  refpecting  every 
thing  that  might  be  required  of  his  ambalfa- 
dor ;  and  that  he  conlidered  himfelf  before¬ 
hand  as  victorious  in  the  propofed  challenge. 

Befides, 

*  A  gold  coin  which  anfwers  to  three  hundred  livres 
French  moner. 
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Befides,  it  fuggefted  to  his  mind  a.  very  formi¬ 
dable  power,  in  fpeaking  of  Sinkarib’s  having 
augmented  his.  military  force,  by  the  addition/ 
of  lixty  thoufand  chariots  of  war.  This  was* 
not  the  ftyle  in  which  Nad  an  had  fpoken  of 
them  to  the  deputies  of  Pharaoh  j  the  Aflyrian* 
king  feemed  to  have  intended  to  conftrutt  only* 
forty  thoufand  chariots,  and  even  this  he  did 
not  believe  that  prince  could  .have  accomplilh- 
ed.  But,  inftead  of  this,  Sinkarib’s  letter  made 
mention  of  fixty  thoufand ;  and  he  requefted 
nine  hundred  katars  to  iupply  this  enormous* 
experice,  which  he  talked  of  as  a  trifle.  In 
any  other  fituation,  Pharaoh  would  have  con- 
fidered  this  lofty  ftyle  as  a  political  trick ;  but 
the  confideration  alone  of  the  minifter  *>r 
whom  it  was  prefented  determined  him  to 
give  Credit -to  the  letter. 

“  Abicam,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  before  com¬ 
plying  with  Sinkarib’s  requeft,  I  muft  infift 
upon  the  conftru&ion  of  the  palace  I  have  de¬ 
manded,  and  which  you  have  engaged  to  build. 
Fulfil  your  obligation,  and  I  fliall  be  directed 
in  my  anfwer  by  its  execution. 

Your  majefty  will  be  pjeafed  to  point  out 
the  place  you  have  made  choice  . of  for  its  fitua¬ 
tion,  replied  Hicar.  Although  this  little  won-* 
der  muft  not  reft  upon  the  earth,  yet  it  muft 
have  certain  points  of  correfpondence*  which  it 
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is  neceflaiy  to  determine.  You  mu  ft  give  in  a 
plan  to  the  architect  who  is  in  my  train,  and 
who  has  orders  to  conform  himfelf  to  your  i- 
deas.  You  mull  likewife  order  materials  to  be 
collected  pn  a  fpot  of  ground  within  the  reads 
of  labourers,  who  mu  ft  put  them  into  the 
hands  of  my  workmen. 

I  only  want,  faid  the  king,  a  pavilion  of  one 
hundred  fquare  feet,  with  a  dome  of  a  propor¬ 
tioned  elevation,  furrounded  with  a  terrace  of 
twenty  feet  in  circumference,  defended  by  a 
railing  three  feet  and  a  half  higher.  I  with  a 
ladder  to  hang  from  it,  which  fhall  almoft 
reach  the  ground,  fo  as  that  one  may  conveni¬ 
ently  put  their  foot  upon  it  as  they  alight  from 
a  camel.  This  pavilion,  of  which  the  outfide  mull 
be  adorned  according  to  the  tafte  of  your  en¬ 
gineer,  mull  be  an  hundred  and  fifty  feet  from 
the  ground,  and  fronting  the  quarter  where 
you  have  pitched  your  camp.  In  four  days  you- 
fliall  have  as  many  materials  as  would  build 
four  fuch  edifices,  and  workmen  ready  to  de¬ 
liver  them  into  the  hands  of  yours ;  "but  con-* 
fider  well  my  ftipulations. 

“  I  fhould  have  the  honour  of  recalling  them 
to  you”,  Sire,”  replied  Hicar,  “  if  what  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  writing  could  poflibly  he  forgot. 
In  four  days  your  majefty  fhall  be  a  witnefs  of 
the  complete  execution  of  your  wifhes. 


The 
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The  precihon  and  coolncfs  of  Hicar’s  anfwers 
completely  confounded.  Pharoah :  He  was  now 
convinced  that  he  had  to  do  with  a  powerful 
magician :  As  foon  as  the  Aflyrian  ambaflador 
was  withdrawn,  he  fent  for  the  college  of  the 
priefts  of  Ofiris  and  Anubis,  in  order  to  confult 
them  ,  and  they  came  at  his  command. 

He  laid  before  them  the  embaraffinent  into 
which  he  thought  to  have  thrown  Sinkarib,  and 
that  into  which  he  himfelf  had  been  thrown  ftnce 
his  proportions  had  been  accepted.  “  This 
king,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  has  fent  me  a  learned 
aftrologer,  who  guefies  all  my  thoughts.  Far 
from  being  obfcure,  as  thefe  people  commonly 
are,  he  enlightens  my  own  ideas,  and  prefents 
them  to  me  much  more  accurately  than  they 
had  occurred  to  myfelf.  You  who  are  an  adept 
in  all  the  fciences,  can  you  tell  me  who  this  man 
is  ?  Of  what  kind  is  his  knowledge  ?  And  on 
what  refources  he  depends  for  building,  before 
my  own  eyes,  a  pavilion  in  the  air,  the  dimen- 
fions  of  which  he  has  juft  now  required,  with 
the  fame  confidence  that  one  would  require 
thpfe  of  the  moft  fimple  palace  which  was  to  be 
conftru&’ed  on  the  ground  ? 

(<  Sire  I”  replied  the  oldeft  of  the  priefts,” 
“  ever  fince  this  Abicam  has  been  at  your 
court,  we  have  endeavoured,  by  every  mean  we 
wcould  think  of,  to  difeover  the  nature  of  his 

con- 
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fcondclhition.  We  have  applied  the  rule  to  all 
thofe  which  coriipofe  the  sodiafc,  without  having 
met  with  the  {tar  which  dire  %  him  ;  and  we 
begin  to  fufpe^l  that  it  muft  be  iltuated  in  a 
heaven  above  that  to  which  we  have  directed 
our  labours  and  obfervations.  He  is  come  front 
among  the  powerful  magicians  of  Chaldea ;  and 
it  is  poffible  that  he  is  one  of  them*  But,  Ikill- 
ed  as  he  is  in  his  art,  it  will  be  Impoflible 
for  him  to  form  any  real  thing  by  natural 
means,  or  give  probability  to  an  illufion,  if  three 
only  of  our  number  oppofe  the  ufe  and  gradual 
unfolding  of  the  means  he  employs. 

On  the  day  he  intends  to  build,  we  will  be¬ 
take  ourfelves  to  the  place  marked  out ;  and  we 
have  little  doubt,  but  that  his  workmen,  if  he 
really  has  any,  will  be  unable  to  fupport  the  lire 
of  our  piercing  looks,  and  the  effeft  of  our  magi¬ 
cal  charms. 

The  king,  taking  courage  at  this  dilcourle, 
Ordered  every  thing  requifite  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  pavilion  to  be  ready  pn  the  appoint¬ 
ed  fpot :  Four  thoufand  Ethiopians,  fix  hun¬ 
dred  chariots,  an  hundred  elephants,  and  the 
mofl  expert  workmen  in  Egypt,  were  employed 
in  cohering  the  nece&ary  materials, 

Hicar  and  Zefagnie  obferved  thefe  great  pre¬ 
parations  without  the  lead  unealxnefs  5  the 
^OL.  IT.  B  b  mieans 
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means  they  were  to  employ  were  fo  fimple,  that 
they  could  not  doubt  of  their  fuccefs. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  term  prgfcribed  had 
efcaped  ;  and  a  herald  had  already  intimated  to 
Hicar,  that  the  king  of  Egypt  waited  for  him  at 
the  palace,  whither  he  immediately  repaired. 

“  Well,  now  I”  fage  Abicam,”  laid  Pharoah, 
u  your  wifhes  are  fulfilled.  Every  article  ne- 
ceffary  for  building  a  whole  palace  is  at  the  ap¬ 
pointed  place*  Are  Sinkarib’s  workmen  ready 
to  begin  ? 

They  have  only  waited  for  the  fignal  of  your 
majefly’s  pleafure,  replied  Hicar  $  and  if,  in  an 
hour  hence,  your  majefty  is  difpofed  to  go  to 
the  place  marked  out,  your  defires  fhall  all  be 
fatisfied.  Meanwhile  I  return  to  my  camp  to 
haften  the  work. 

What  new  fubjeft  of  admiration  for  the  E- 
gyptian  monarch !  Abicam  was  a  man  whet 
never  feemed  to  di  draft  his  refources.  The 
king  gave  orders  for  an  hundred  chariots  to  he 
inftantly  yoked,  that  he  might  afford  his  court  an 
opportunity  of  enjoying  this  very  lingular  fpec- 
tacle.  The  college  of  the  priefts  were  added  to 
this  train  ;  which  was  ftill  farther  increased  by 
an  immenfe  crowd  of  people  from  Mailer. 

Hicar  and  Zefagnie  waited  tp  receive  Fha- 
roah  under  arms;  and  the  whole  party  were 
armed  by  order  of  4he  ambaffador.  He  had 

put 
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put  himfeff  at  their  head,  and  appeared  as  for* 
midable  under  the  banners  of  Mars  as  under 
the  fhield  of  Minerva. 

The  four  elephants,  covered  with  towers  a 
domed  with  waving  flags,  were*  placed  in  the 
van.  The  two  rocs  and  their  guides  were  each 
in  their  tower,  and  only  waited  the  fignals  they* 
were  to  obey.  As  foon  as  Hicar  could  diftin- 
guifh  the  chariot  of  Pharaoh,  he  made  Zefag- 
nie  afeendhis  tower,  ordered  the  mufic  to  be¬ 
gin,  and  fet  off  hiinfelf  at  full  gallop  to  meet 
the  fovereign. 

Seeing  a  horfeman  advancing  fo  gracefully, 
and  with  fuch  a  martial  appearance,  the 
Egyptian  king  never  once  thought  that  it 
was  the  Aflyrlan  ambaflador.  Hicar  aljghted 
from  his  horfe,  and  was  foon  recogniicd  by  the 
king,  to  whom  he  paid  his  refpe&s. 

“  What !  4sr  it  you,  Abicam !”  faid  he  to 
him  *,  “  how*can  ycu  thus  remove  from  yourfeif 
the  burden  of  years,  and  difplay  before  me  as 
much  gracefulnefs  and  vigour,  as  you  have  al¬ 
ready  fhown  me  wifdom.”— “  Sire !”  replied 
Hicar,  “  your  majelty  extols  too  liighly  the 
weak  abilities  which  you  are  kind  enough  to 
remark  in  Abicam  ;  they  are  the  effect  of  that 
noble  emulation  With  which  the  king  my  ma¬ 
tter  infpires  his  minifters.  But,  let  us  not  de¬ 
lay*  to  fulfil  the  engagements  agreed  upon 
B  b  2  with 
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with  your  majefty  •,  my  workmen  arc  all  ready, 
and  eager  to  gratify  ybur  impatience  j  and  they 
only  wait  your  niajefty's  order  10  'give  you  new 
proofs  “both  of  their  'zeal  and  dexterity. 

44  Let  them  begin, ’*  faid  Pharaoh.  “  Hicaf 
then  turned  towards  the  elephants,  and  made  a 
fignal  with  his  hand,  upon  which  the  net  which 
covered  the  two  towers  difappeared.  A  Woman 
then  appeared,  and  afeended  into  the  air.  She 
was  drelTed  after  the  Aflyriah  manner,  in 
%  purple-coloured  robe,  all  be/pangled  with 
gold  j  a  veil  of  gauZe  fluttered  in  the  wind 
from  the  top  of  a  tiara  enriched  with  dia¬ 
monds,  which,  ftruggling  with  the  rays  of  the 
fun,  fcOmcd  to  rival  their  fplendour.  Every  ob- 
around  her,  in  which  fhe  call  her  lively 
-and  piercing  eyes,  immediately  felt  itfelf  com¬ 
pletely  fubje£ted  to  her  will ;  and  the  expreflion 
of  her  features  difeovered  at  once  the  dignity 
mid  grace  of  her  {ex.  Thrice  {he  flruck  thd 
air  with  her  rod,  and,  in  a  diftinft  and  flrrii 
voiee,  pronounced  the  following  words. — 

*(  Humble  flaves  of  the  powerful  king  Sin- 
u  karib !  obey  the  orders  of  the  great  king 
“  Pharaoh  !”  ' 

At  that  inftant  a  great  noife  was  heard  ;  and 
the  rocs  leaving  their  towers,  carried  above  die 
clouds  their  young  conductors,  two  of  die  moil 
beautiful  objects  it  was  poffible  to  behpld.  More 

fplendid 
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Ipkndid  and  lefs  perfidious  than  the  fon  of  Ve¬ 
nus,  they  appeared,  notwithstanding  the  rapi¬ 
dity  with  which  they  were  carried,  to  enjoy 
themfeives  very  much  on  the  back  of  their 
aerial  Heeds,  directing  their  motion  towards 
heaven,  from  whence  they  feemed  to  have  been 
originally  defcended. 

Garlands  of  flowers,  whole  vivid  colours  were 
totally  eclipfed  by  that  of  their  complexion, 
were  the  only  reftraint  they  had  impofed  upon, 
their  beautiful  hair  ;  and  their  trefles  floated  in 
the  wind,  which  at  one  time  fcattered  them, 
and  at  another  raifed  them  up,  and  appeared  to 
give  them  the  power  of  wings. 

Their  garments  of  coloured  gauze,  yielding 
to  the  laws  of  motion,  reprefented  around  them 
a  variegated  and  luminous  circle,,  like  the  fcarf 
of  Iris- 

They  had  in  their  hand  a  golden  trowel,  which 
they  handled  with  an  eafy  careleflhefs ;  an  in¬ 
genious  fmile  which  animated  their  countenance 
was  an  evidence  that  they  were  not  afraid  to 
truft  themfeives  to  the  element  through  which 
they  were  to  pafs. 

Pharaoh,  and  all  the  multitude,  flood  mute 
through  furprife  *,  but  they,  .as  well  as  the  train  cf 
Ilicar,  who  were  A  rangers  to  thefe  my  Aeries,  foon 
fent  up  a  Ihoutof  admiratipn.  The  officers  cf 
the  Egyptian  guard,  approached  thofe  of  Hicar, 
B  b  3  and* 
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and  thus  inquired  of  them,  “  What  prodigy 
is  this  which  we  have  beheld  W e  are  per¬ 

fectly  ignorant  of  it,  replied  the  A  {Tyrians. 

Pharaoh  was  in  extacy ;  but  the  aftonifhment 
of  the  priefts  was  beyond  all  bounds.  The 
monarch  having  at  length,  recovered  the  ufe  of 
his  fenfes,  alked  them  what  they  thought  of  this 
miracle  ?  7  *i>rtfccpiq  vur 

u  Sire!”  faid  they,  “  this  is  a  difplay  of  ma¬ 
gic  fuperior  to  every  human  effort,  and  far  be¬ 
yond  our  knowledge.”  The  king  then  addrefted. 
Hiear  :  se  Abicam,”  {hid  he  to  him,  <f  by  what 
name  do  you  call  the  foroerefs,  or  the  goddefs, 
whom  we  have  juft  feen  ? — Whither  are  the. 
genii  gone  whom  fire  commands.”  “  hfoft 
powerful  monarch !”  replied  Hicar,  “  there  is 
neither  goddefs,  nor  forcerefs,  nor  genius  here  5 
you  have  feed  only  a  woman  and  two  children  ; 
but  they  are  fubje&s  of  the  illuftrious  Sinkarib.” 

1 — u  Shall  we  fee  them  return  They  have 
your  pavilion  to  build,  and  the  woman  you  faw 
is  the  architect ;  look  up  to  the  heavens ;  your 
workmen  are  defcending.  As  Toon  as  Hicar 
-perceived  that  the  birds  were  within  reach  of  his 
voice,  he  called  out  to  them,  “  Slaves  of  Sin-* 
kafib,  do  your  duty!” 

At  that  inftant  the  woman  again  appeared  v 
and,  with  a  ftroke  of  her  rod,  brought  the  chil¬ 
dren  over  her  head.  “  Workmen,”  faid  die 

to 
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to  them,  “  your  foundations  are  dug,  go  and  de¬ 
mand  the  materials,  neceflary  to  begin  your 
work ;  there  are  my  dimenfions.”  And  at  the 
fame  time  the  threw  them  a  bunch  of  ribbands, 
which  the  children  laid  hold  of*  and  then  di¬ 
rected  their  flight  to  the  place  where  the  work¬ 
men  were  waiting  for  them  with  all  the  arti¬ 
cles  they  had  prepared.  Pharaoh  went  to  the 
fame  place;  and  the  priefts,  followed  by  the 
aftrologers,  were  eager  to  mingle  among  the. 
workmen. 

The  rocs  hovered  for  fome  time  over  the  la¬ 
bourers,  and  then  defeended  fo  far  as  to  enable 
their  young  guides  to  be  heard  with  their  clear 
and  melodious,  voices.  u  Subjects  of  Pharaoh,” 
faid  they,  u  give  us  ftones,  lime,  and  fand,  that 
we  may  build  the  pavilion  for  your  matter.” 
The  flaves  of  the  Egyptian  king,  and  the  la¬ 
bourers,  ftood  gaping  in  aftonittiment. 

Great  king  !  exclaimed  the  lady  from  the  top 
of  the  tower,  thefe  are  effeminate  Egyptians, 
whom  your  majefty  employs  in  your  fervice. 
Exert  here  your  power,  and  that  ipring  which 
gives  energy  to  fuch  hearts  as  have  been  debafed 
hy  flavery :  Order  the  baftmado  to  be  applied  to 
the  foies  of  their  feet.  Pharaoh  alfo  was  lott  in 
attonifhment.  Zefagnie  then  addrefled  her  own 
workmen.  “  Subjects  of  Sinkarib  1  Your  majefty 
fifties,  you  to  .pleafe  Pharaoh  in  every  things 
i  *  It 
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It  is  indeed  impoflible  for  you  to  touch  the 
earth,  but  you  may  come  extremely  near  it; 
put  yourfelf  within  the  reach  of  thofe  who  can¬ 
not  aflift  you and,  at  the  fame  time,  making 
a  fignal  with  her  rod,  which  they  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  obey,  they  began  to  defcend  by  a  cir¬ 
cular  flight.  The  Ethiopians  fell  flat  with  them 
faces  on  the  ground ;  and  fuch,  as  from  mere 
fhipklity  remained  {landing,  were  violently  over¬ 
turned  by  the  feet  of  the  rocs*. 

The  priefts  of  Oflris,  forming  themfelves  in* 
to  a  circle,  with  their  high  prieft  in  the  center, 
flood  Arm  in  their  places.  They  had  aflembled 
in  a  circular  order,  in  order  4:o  execute  the  de- 
flgn  they  had  formed,  of  difpelling’by  their  looks 
the  inchantment  they  expected  to  fee.  But,  in 
order  to  have  kept  up  even  the  appearance  of 
oppofirig  rod  to  rod,  it  would  have  been  necef- 
fary  for  their  chief  to  have  preferved  his  fa-, 
culties.  But,  the  moment  he  {aw  the  children 
begin  to  defcend,  he  was  loft  in  aftoni£hment> 
and  the  enfign  of  his  power,  dropped  from  his 
hand.  All  his  train  were  in  horror,  when  a 
ftroke  of  the  truly  powerful  rod  directed  the 
ftorm  towards  them :  At  the  prompt  obedience 
and  noife  of  the  birds,  you  might  have  feen 
them  fall  upon  one  another,  wrap  themfelves  up 
in  the  folds  of  their  garments  irt  order  to  efcape 
fo  many  dangers,  and.  in  a.fhort  time  this  col- 
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lege  of  learned  men  were  nothing  but  a  llfelefs 
heap.  The  plain,  which  before  was  covered 
with  an  innumerable  crowd  of  people,  appeared 
a  defart  full  of  defolation.  Pharaoh,  whole 
foul  Vas  haughty,  but  full  of  vigour,  was  the 
only  one  whom  aftonifhment  did  not  complete* 
ly  overcome  •,  and  thus  he  addrefTed  Hicar,  who 
had  remained  always  at  his  fide. 

“  Abicam  1”  faid  he,  “  I  am  dazzled  with 
-chimeras,  and  confounded  with  appearance#. 
Surroanded  by  my  magi,  I  have  depended  too 
much  on  their  power.  Since  the  death  of  Hi¬ 
car  the  Chaldean,  I  had  prefumed  that  there 
was  not  a  man  in  AlTyria  who  could  enter  the 
lifts  with  me.  You  have  corrected  my  miftake, 
and  forced  from  me  that  efteem  of  which  I  have 
hitherto  given  you  but  trifling  marks.  Sovereign 
of  an  induftrious  people,  I  thought  myfelf  more 
powerful  than  Sinkarib  •,  but  he  has  oppofed  to 
me  a  woman  only,  &nd  all  my  people,  are  by  her 
reduced  to  mere  machines.  I  fincerely  with  to 
become  the  friend  and  ally  of  your  king  \  and 
I  beftech  you  to  be  our  mediator.  Come  to¬ 
morrow,  to  my  palace,  and  hit  our  conditions 
fhallbe  fulfilled. 

Notwithftanding  this  fpeech,  it  may  eaiily  be 
prefumed  that  the  king  of  Egypt  was  inwardly 
mortified  thus  to  cOnfefs  his  defeat  j  but  he 
was  a  politician,  and  tefolvcd  to  hide  the  real 
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motive  of  his  refolution  :  By  the  ihoft  noble  be¬ 
haviour,  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  dangers 
with  which  he  was  threatened  by  the  refentment 
of  Sinkarib. 

The  rocs  and  their  guides  had  difappeared) 
and,  as  foon  as  the  lady  wh6  directed  thefe  won¬ 
ders  had  feen  their  effect,  fhe  imrhediately  re¬ 
entered  her  tower,  which  was  again  covered 
with  the  myfterious  veil.  The  plain,  which  had 
formerly  looked  like  a  defart,  was  peopled  anew, 
and  Pharaoh,  followed  by  his  court,  had  return¬ 
ed  to  liis  palace.  Hicar  had  alighted  from  his 
horfe,  and  ordered  his  guard  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  retire  to  their  tents.  The  rocs,  apd 
their  guides,  who  had  been  concealed  in  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  fdreft,  had  returned  to  their  towers, 
and  covered  themfelves  with  the  net.  And 
Hicar  and  Zefagnie,  now  difarmed,  were  congra¬ 
tulating  one  another  on  the  fortunate  fuccefs  of 
their  ingenious  ftratagem,  and  fettling  the  plan 
of  their  future  conduct. 

“  I  will  vigoroufly  demand,”  faid  Hicar,  “  e- 
very  article  of  the  figned  conditions,  and  to¬ 
morrow  every  thing  will  be  agreed  upon.  The 
imagination  of  the  Egyptian  king  is  very  much 
affected ;  his  people  are  equally  aftonifhed ;  and 
I  will  avail  myfelf  of  this  dHpofition  in  both  to 
advance  the  intereft  of  Sinkarib.  The  treafury 
mu  ft  be  filled  which  Nadan  has  exhaufted  $  the 

forces 
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forces  of  the  kingdom  muft  be  re-eftablifhed  } 
and  the  frontiers  muft  be  put;  in  a  ftate  of  do* 
fence.  Should  Pharaoh  ever  learn  that  he  has 
been  impofed  upon  by  a  ftratagem,  it  would  b$ 
impoffible  for  us  to  refift  his  rage.  As  foon, 
therefore,  as  we  fhall  have  returned  to  my 
folitude,  I  will  make  a  trufty  huntfmsn  condu<$ 
the  rocs  into  the  middle  of  the  defarts ;  he  wiij 
feparate  the  children  from  them  during  the 
night;  and,  having  fet  them  upon  a  camel,  bring 
them  back  to  me.  Sinkarib  would  be  unable  to 
refift  the  curiofity  of  feeing  the  fame  manoeuvres 
efifplayed  before  him,  which  have  juft  now  aftcM 
nifhed  Egypt;  and  it  is  neceftary  to  keep  up  the 
belief  of  a  miracle  in  the  mind  of  the  king,  and 
even  of  the  Afiyrians.  It  will  infpire  our  peo¬ 
ple  with  confidence,  and  prevent  them  from 
throwing  themfelves  into  the  chains  of  their  ene¬ 
mies  abroad,  in  feeking  to  fhun  them  at  home* 
Not,  added  the  fage  Hicar,  that  I  would  wilh 
to  deceive  the  king  of  Egypt  on  every  point ; 
but  he  fhall  learn  from  me  ro  drcumftance 
which  it  is  of  importance  to  conceal  from  him. 
In  duty  to  my  own  character,  and  to  that  of  an 
ambaflador,  I  muft  inform  him  in  time  who 
.Abicanr  was  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  .1  will  em¬ 
ploy  no  otfier  artifice  than  that  I  have  already 
made  ufe  of,  in  cauiing  a  falfe  carrier  to  deliver 
me  a  letter  from  Sinkajib,  which  in  reality  I 
%  brought 
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brought  fealed  from  Nineveh,  to  be  ufed  as  <Tc- 
cailon  fhould  require.  After  thefe  wife  arrange- 
ments,  this  happy  pair  grew  calm,  and  waited 
without  uneaftnefs  the  events  of  to-morrow. 

Every  thing  >vas  now  ready  in  the  city  of 
Mafler,  and  in  the*  palace  of  the  king,  for  giv¬ 
ing  the  ambaftador  the  moil  ^magnificent  recep¬ 
tion.  He  was  no  longer  treated  as  the  envoy 
of  a  prince,  who  was  before  hand  conftdered  as 
a  vaiTal  of  Pharaoh  *,  a  deputation  of  the  gran¬ 
dees  of  the  court  went  out  to  meet  him  at  the 
gates  of  the  city ;  and,  when  he  approached  the 
throne,  the  fovereign,  after  receiving  his  hom¬ 
age,  defeended  to  embrace  him. 

“  Dear  Abicam  j”  faid  he  to  him,  “  diftinguifh- 
•ed  and  valuable  man  J  From  your  prefence,  your 
words,  and  your  actions,  I  have  learned  what 
King  Sinkarib  is.  I  command  thoufands  of 
ilaves,  but  he  governs  them.  AfTyria  would  have 
had  much  to  boaft  of  had  it  only  produced  Hi- 
car  and  you !  Certainly  you  were  a  difciple  of 
this  Page?  You  have  been  well  acquainted 
with  him  ?— Sire  l  replied  Abicam,  I  will  in 
time  difeover  to  you  the  connection  I  may  have 
had  with  with  a  man  for  whom  you  have  pre¬ 
ferred  fo  much  efteem. — (If  I  have  failed  in  my 
refpcCt  for  Sinkarib,  replied  Phatoah,  it  has 
been  owing  to  the  murder  of  that  illuftrious 
man.  Ever  fince  that  event,  I  have  looked  up- 
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$n  tlie  king  of  Affyria  as  a  tyrant,  of  whom  the 
world  ought  to  be  freed.)—*"  And,  if  Hicar 
were  full  alive/*  faid  Abicam,  “  he  would  en¬ 
deavour  to  vindicate  his  fovereign  from  the  de- 
tcftable  calumnies  which  have  been  thrown  out 
upon  this  monarch  on  his  account.  Pardon 
me,  Sire  1  if  for  a  moment  I  differ  from  you  in 
opinion :  The  reputation  and  interefts  of  that 
▼izir  were  as  dear  to  me  as  to  any  other  per- 
fon,  and  my  Attachment  to  him  can  end  only 
with  my  life ;  yet  I  know  (and  you  fhall  one 
day  know  it  likewife),  that  he  was  not,  in  every 
mfrance,  irreproachable. 

Sixteen  years  before  his  death,  Sire,  he  him- 
felf,  in  the  moft  obliging  manner,  whetted  the 
fword  with  which  he  was  to  be  ftruck,  and  gave 
it  to  Sinkarib,  whofe  hands  were  to  ufe  it. — I 
am  not  permitted  to  fay  more :  The  interpreter 
to  you  of  my  mailer’s  will,  I  mull  not  at  prefent 
aft  the  part  of  his  confident.  But,  t6  return  to 
Hicar,  I  cannot  help  blaming  him  :  He  afpired 
too  foon  after  repofe  and  retirement.  Man  is 
bom  for  labour  ;  and  the  tranquility  he  purines' 
is  a  fhadow.  When  public  affairs  are  in  the 
hands  of  a  wife  man,  he  ought  not  to  abandon 
them  to  an  imprudent  minifter. 

u  I  begin,”  faid  Pharoah,  « to  be  convinced 
that  Hicar  may  have  had  his  failings,  fince  your 
wifdom  has  pointed  them  out.  And  befides, 
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I  confidef  you  as  fb  much  above  him,  that  you, 
would  not  feek  for  faults  in  his  character,  if  in 
reality  there  were  honey'd  v  r  of  1 

Yoti  will  even  be  convinced,  Sire,  that  I  am 
hi  nO  refpea  fuperior  to  Hicar.  I  have  unhap¬ 
pily  as  many  faults  to  reproach  myfelf  with  as 
I  ever  difcovered  in  him.  — But,”  faid  Pha- 
roah, “  before  we  fpeak  of  the  conditions,  (which 
I  already  look  upon  as  fixed),  Will  you  not  in* 
form  me  as  to  the  nature  of  that  object  whom 
we  beheld  under  the  appearance  of  a  woman, 
and  whom  you  have  announced  as  the  architect 
of  Sinkarib  ? — I  will  tell  you,  Sire ;  but  it  muft 
be  kept  a  fecret  from  the  chief  of  your  mini- 
fters.  She  was  filler  to  the  deceafed  king ;  and 
confequently  ihe  is  aunt  to  the  prefent  king  of 
Affyria.  She  made  a  voluntary  offer  of  co¬ 
ming  to  fulfil  your  defigns,  on  condition  that 
ihe  ihouid  remain  unknown. — I  cannot,  faid  the 
king,  give  her  a  greater  proof  of  my  admiration, 
than  by  yielding  to  her  wiihes  *  But  I  have  a 
painful  effort  to  overcome,  in  with-holding  from 
her  that  homage  which  is  due  to  her  birth,  her 
merit,  and,  above  all,  to  the  uncommon  power 
with  which  ihe  is  inverted. — She  is  entitled, 
Sire,  to  the  moft  diftinguifhed  attention ;  but 
her  power  does  not  deferve  to  be  fo  much  ex¬ 
tolled  by  your  majeftyr  fince  every  woman  of 
Affyria  poffeffes  merit. 

Let 
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Let  us  fign  our  treaty,  Abicam  :  It  muft  be 
done  by  you  and  me.  eiUifA  rdt  n<ni  lAu<rrt 

I  afpire  to  the  friendfliip  o£  Sinkarib,  and 
wiih  to  fee  him  in  Nineveh,  and  admire  his 
-glory.  Orders  are  already  given  to  pay  to  yon 
the  tenth  of  the  revenues  of  Egypt  for  four 
years*  To  this  I  have  added  the  nine  hundred 
katars  which  your  fovcreign  alked  from  me  to 
complete  the  cdnftruftion  of  his  chariots  of  war. 
Tell  him  that  I  will  afcend  them  together  with 
.him  to  attack  liis  enemies  :  I  fhall  order  the  re¬ 
turn  of  all  his  fubje&s  who  have  taken  refuge  in 
“Egypt :  And  here  is  a  letter  which  you  will  de¬ 
liver  him  from  me. 
hrru  i  g«Ll  he 

k>  . .  -  . 

Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt ,  to  Sincarib,  king  of 
Affjria." 

Glory  to  the  powers  from  whom  proceed  the 
favours  which  are  fhed  upon  the  earth  !  Glory 
to  him  who  is  crowned  with  them ! 

<3fl  .'If'  | 

“  I  wifhed,”  brother,  “  to  contend  with  you 
4t  in  wifdom,  and  myfell  impofed  the  terms  j 
“  but  I  have  failed  in  the  ftruggle  5  and  pay 
*u  moft  willingly,  L*  conlideration  of  the  e^cel- 
“  lent  things  I  have  heard  and  feen*  You 
4(  demand  of  me  nine  hundred  katars  to  de- 
C  c  2  <(  fray 
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“  fray  your  extraordinary  expellees ;  and  I  am 
i(  extremely  happy  in  having  it  in  my  power  to 

oblige  you.  The  only  requital  I  aik  for  this:  is, 
“  that  yon  will  exchange  with  me  an  offenfive 
w  and  defenlive  treaty  of  alliance,  which,  fealed 
“  with. my  great  feal,  will  be  delivered  to  you  by 
c<  your  enlightened  ambafTadon” 

Abicam,  loaded  with  prefents  and  with  ho¬ 
nour,  and  Zefagnie,  enriched  with  a  diamond 
ftar,  refumed  the  road  to.  Nineveh,  carrying 
with  them  the  terms  of  the  Egyptian  king.  Tiro 
grandees  of  his  court,  at  the  head  of  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  cavalry,  efcorted  the  embafiy  tQ  the 
frontiers  of  Aflyria. 

fjkar  was  fomewhat  uneafy  at  this  honour ; 
he  djdnot  wHh  to  feefo  many  eyes  fixed  upon  the 
cages  which  contained  the  birds.  In  ftrifb  po¬ 
licy  he  fliQuld  have  put  them  to  death,  and  bu¬ 
ried  them  in  his  tent ;  but  he  was  incapable  of 
doing,  harm  to  animals  which  had  rendered 
himiuch  cfiential  femce.  He  contented  him- 
felf  with  placing  around  them  a  conftant  and 
watchful  guard  ;  and,  whether  lie  was  obliged 
to  hop  during  the  day*  or  to  pitch  his  camp  in 
order  to  reh  during  the  night,  he  did  this  in  fuch 
a  manner,,  as  that  it  was  impoflible  to  difeover 
his  innocent  hratagem,  In  the  mean  time,  lie 
had  difpatched  a  warrior  to  Sinkarib,  with  a 
letter,  in  the  name  of  Abicam*  which  informed 

hisv 
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than  of  his  fuecefs  at  large,  and  acquainted 
him  with  the  return  of  his  fubje&s  under  his 
government,  and  the  arrival  of  the  nine  hun¬ 
dred  katars,  in  addition  to  the  ranfoihs  which 
die  brought;  t .  us  e  'try  vtrrtir  ovihhbb  bn*  w 
Nadan  read  this  letter,  and  was  eonfbunded 
at  it.  u  Who  is  this  Abicam,”  lay!  he,  u  who 
is  patronifed  by  Zefagrtie,  and  who,  in  fo 
Ihort  a  time,  ha&  performed  fo  great  wonders  ? 
Sinkarib,  even  when  his  glory  was  at  the  high- 
eft  pitch,  would  have  thought  himfelf  very 
happy  in  Coming  off  upon  equal  terms  with  the 
king  of  Egypt  *,  and  yet  this  laft  has  become  his 
tributary,  at  the  very  time  when  he  had  only  to 
Ihow  himfelf  in  order  to  invade  him  !  Nadan 
was  aftonilhed  at  all  this  ;  and,  as  he  beheld,  in 
this  ftranger,  a  man  too  dangerous  for  him,  he 
was  already  contriving  in  what  manner  he  might 
get  rid  of  him ;  While,  on  the  other  hand, 
Sinkarib  was  returning  thanks  to  heaven  for 
having  preferred  his  old  vizir,  to  extricate  him 
from  the  difficulties  into  which  he  had  fallen  by 
his  own  negligence. 

Public  Teport  loudly  proclaimed  the  miracles 
which  had  been  performed  at  Mailer.  Is  the 
man  whom  you  have  employed  a  magician,  faid 
Nadan  to  Sinkarib  ? — “  No,”  replied  the  king  ; 
41  but  he  is  a  moft  wonderful  man.”  While 
this  event  engaged  the  attention  of  the  court 
C  c  3  and 
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and  the  city,  Zefagnie  had  returned  to  her  par- 
lace  5  and  the  pretended  Abicam  had  intimated 
to  the  king  that  lie  would  repofe  himfelf  for 
two  days  in  his  folitude,  before  he  came  to  give 
an  account  of  his  embaffy. 

Sinkarib  flew  to  the  palace  of  Ids  aunt,  and 
learned  the  happy  fuccefs  of  an  invention,  of 
which  they  had  not  communicated  to  him  even 
the  idea.  He  congratulated  himfelf  on  his  good 
fortune )  but,  exactly  as  the  fage  Hicar  had 
forefeen,  he  wiihed  to  fee  thefe  birds  and  chil¬ 
dren,  by  whofe  means  the  pride  of  Pharoah  had 
been  humbled.  That  is  impolBble,  faid  Zefag- 
nie ;  Hicar,  in  engaging  them  for  your  fervice, 
promifed  them  their  liberty,  and  they  are  already 
in  the  enjoyment  of  it.  Deftroy  not  the  illu- 
iion  by  which  Pharoah  is  deceived  \  and,  that 
you  may  fucceed  better  in  this,  allow  it  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  minds  of  your  people.  I  am  ex¬ 
tremely  happy  in  having  feen  you  before  my 
htdband  had  made  his  appearance  again  at  the 
palace  :  As  foon  as  he  mu  ft  refume  his  offices, 
he  cannot  be  announced  there  under  any  other 
name  than  his  own ;  and  you  mu  ft  not  permit 
the  ungrateful  Nadan  to  remain  either  as  his 
colleague  or  inferior.  This  wretch  was  the  au¬ 
thor  of  all  thofe  dark  intrigues  which  difho- 
r,oured  my  hulband  in  your  efteem :  So  long  as 
iX  was  ^eceflary,  yon  have  fupported  him  near 
m  v  you  ^ 
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you  5  but,  as  Goii  has  at  length  refiored  your 
ancient  vizir,  you  ought  not  to  fave  this  dan¬ 
gerous  minifter,  who  confpired  his  ruin,  and 
would  ioon  complete  your  owit.  His  head 
ought  to  fall  upon  the  fcaffold ;  but  I  re  quell 
the  favour  of  your  leaving  it  to  the  difpofal  of 
Hicar.  The  unworthy  Nadan  is  his  nephew, 
and  mull  be  puniffied  by  that  hand,  the  bene- 
Jkence  of  which  he  has  forgotten,  i  „  ; 

Sinkarib  yielded  to  the  wiihes  of  Zefagnie,  and 
immediately  returned  to  his  palace,  where  Na- 
dan  expe&ed  him  with  uneafinefs.  The  king 
himfelf  was  not  altogether  free  from  it ;  and,  as 
foon  as  he  perceived  Nadan,  he  addrefled  the 
cliief  of  Hicar’s  guard,  who  had  been  a  fervant 
in  the  innermoft  apartments.  “  Caufe  the  cri¬ 
minal  to  be  bound  ?”  faid  he,  pointing  to  the  vi¬ 
zir,  u  and  let  him  be  immediately  conduced  to 
the  palace  of  the  grand  vizir  Hicar,  his  uncle. 
•Deliver  him  lip  to  the  orders  of  Zefagnie,  and 
refumc  yourfelf,  at  the  head  of  your  band,  the 
fame  offices  in  her  palace  with  which  you  was 
formerly  entrufled.”  ■'  ?oa":. 

iNadan  was  inflantly  arrefled,  and  fhut  up  in 
the  very  prifon  where  his  uncle  had  been  con¬ 
cealed,  in  order  to  fereen  himfclf  from  his  fury. 

After  this,  Sinkarib  aljembled  his  council, 
and  communicated  to  them  his  good  fortune  in 
having  found  his  former  vizir  Hicar;  here- 
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counted  the  fervices  he  had  rendered  him  in 
Egypt,  and  predicted  the  tranquility  of  Afiy- 
ria  under  the  adminiftration  of  fo  enlightened 
a  minifter  as  he  had  this  day  recalled  to  his 
office. 

Hicar  entered  the  city,  amidft  the  acclama¬ 
tions  of  the  people,  who  conduced  him  in  tri¬ 
umph  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  where  the  art¬ 
ful  courtiers  gave  him  a  moft  diftinguifhed  re¬ 
ception.  The  minifter  then  delivered  the  letter 
which  he  carried  to  Sinkarib ;  and  prevailed  up¬ 
on  the  monarch  to  fign  die  treaty  of  alliance,  and 
to  return  it  with  a  favourable  anfwer  to  Pharaoh. 
Hicar  had  no  difficulty  in  perfuading  him  to 
this  5  and  a  meftenger  was  inftantly  fent  into 
Egypt  with  thefe  dilpatches,  which  the  king 
accpmpanied  with  the  following  letter. 

(t  To  the  Powerful  King  Pharaoh,  Sovereign  Lord 
of  the  fertile  Egypt” 

“  Sire  I  Hicar  hath  been  recalled  to  life, 
u  that,  under  the  name  of  Abicam,  he  might 
“  admire  the  knowledge  and  virtues  which  are 
*'  the  ornament  of  your  auguft  perfon.  If  he 
t(  did  rot  make  himfelf  known  to  your  maje- 
u  fty,  you  muft  afcribe  this  referve  only  to.  the 
“  meafures  which  obliged  him  to  fupport  the 

"  charader 
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a  diara&er  under  which  he  appeared  at  your 
“  court.  Your  majefty  will  now  be  able  to 
u  comprehend  what  Abicarn  laid  to  the  difpa- 
“  ragement  of  Hicar.” 

soihc 

When  this  vizir  had  openly,  and,  to  the  fa* 
tisfa&ion  of  all,  refumed  the  reins  of  govern¬ 
ment,  he  returned  to  his  palace,  where  he  had 
heard  that  Nadan  was  confined  in  chains.  He 
refolved,  though  with  regret,  to  fpeak  to  this 
criminal :  He  could  not,  and  indeed  ought  not, 
on  any  account,  to  grant  him  his  pardon;  yet 
he  did  not  wifh  for  his  death. 

He  made  the  cave,  which  was  lighted  by  a 
lamp,  be  opened ;  and  there  he  beheld  his 
perfidious  nephew  firetched  upon  the  flraw. 
“  Well!  Nadan,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  do  you 
recolleft  what  you  have  been,  what  you  have 
done,  and  what  you  now  are  ?  Can  you  think 
upon  yourfelf  ?” — “  Not  without  blulhing,”  re¬ 
plied  Nadan. — u  The  tiger,”  continued  Hicar, 
u  flained  with  blood  and  daughter,  palling 
near  a  fountain,  faw  its  own  image,  which  fill¬ 
ed  it  with  horror.  While  you  lived  in  your 
guilt,  you  did  not  liilen  to  rembrfe ;  to-day  feel 
its  bitternefs  1” — «  Alas !  I  do  feel  and  know 
it.” — •“  No,  you  do  not  feel  it.  Did  it  equal 
yoUr  crime?,  it  would  devour  you.”*— “  Pardon 
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me,  my  uncle  5  confuler  that  the  fame  blood 
flows  in  the  veins  of  us  both.” 

“  Once,  when  the  Ganges  overflowed  it's 
banks,  it  depofited  fome  of  its  waters  in  a  hol¬ 
low  betwixt  two  mountains.  They  became  cor¬ 
rupted,  and  fpread  infection  all  around,  till 
they  were  curfed  by  the  inhabitants  >of  the 
neighbouring  places.  How !  faid  they,  dares 
*any  one  eurfe  the  waters  of  the  falutary  river, 
without  which  man  would  foon  perifh  for 
, third: !  Peftilential  waters !  replied  a  genius, 
.the  Ganges  do  not  acknowledge  thofe  Waters 
from  which  nothing  but  deadly  exhalations  a- 
xife!  You,  Nadan,  call  me  no  more  your 
juncle,  nor  yourfelf  my  nephew.” 

“  Well,  Hicar!  you  are  generous  and  noble, 
ttcat  mevlike  a  man.” — “  It  would  not  be  to 
recognife  humanity  in  you,  but  tb  avenge  it  of 
your  enormities.  Once  an  wolf  was  taken  a- 
mong  the  lambs,  which  a  pried:  of  Oflris  was 
tending ;  Spare  me,  faid  it  to  the  keeper  of 
the  flock*,  behold  my  mouth  and  my  paws,  it 
is  clear  that  I  am  innocent.  The  crime  is  in 
thy  heart,  replied  the  keeper.  But,  although 
you  fhould  fuppofe  fo,  replied  the  wolf,  you 
are  a  minifter  of  peace  j  you  never  ufe  the 
knife  but  in  facriflce,  and  I  am  too  vile  to  be 
offered  up ;  my  blood  would  ftain  your  robe 
and  your  hands.  It  is  only  the  blood  of  the 

juft 
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juft  that  ftains,  faid  the  prieft,  as  he  plunged 
the  knife  in  its  throat ;  die  wretch  I  I  facrifice 
thee  to  the  tranquility  of  the  flocks  which  are 
in  the  world.” 

“  You  intend  then  to  behave  to  me  as  a. 
judge,”  faid  Nadan.-— Wretch !  when  thou 
fpeakeft  of  juftice,  thou  makeft  me  tremble* 
Is  it  pofiible  for  me  to  do  juftice  to  thee  ?  Re¬ 
call  to  mind  my  kindnefs  and  thy  treachery ; 
my  affection,  and  thy  cruelty !  The  law,  con- 
fcious  of  its  weaknefs,  has  denounced  no  pu-. 
nifhment  againft  ingratitude.  Heaven  has  re- 
ferved  this  for  itfelf.” 

“  Well,”  faid  Nadan,  “  banifh  me  into  the 
moft  dreadful  defart.”  —  “  Even  there  you 
would  be  purfued  by  the  furies  ;  nor  will  they 
abandon  you  even  after  death.  This  is  the 
punilliment  which  you  deferve  >  and  I  am  not 
fo  cruel  as  to  deliver  you  up  to  it.  All  that  I 
wifti,  is,  that  remorfe  may  lharpen  againft  you 
its  keeneft  arrows ;  that  thy  guilty  heart  may 
be  pierced  with  them ;  and  that  you  may  be¬ 
come  at  leaft  fenfible  to  grief!  Delivered  at 
length  to  repentance,  you  would  repair  ^at  leaft 
in  part)  the  atrocity  of  your  conduct  by  your 
tears.” — “  Alas !  you  behold  me  ftied  them.” 
“  Yes,  traitor,  thou  doft  weep !  but  it  is  to 
fee  my  life  refcued  from  thy  ftroke ;  and  to 
behold  tjiyfelf  in  chains,  and  unable  to  avenge 
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thyfclf.  We  muft  inflick  fuch  punifhments  as 
fliall  chaftife,  not  thy  crimes,  but  thy  pride.” 

When  he  had  faid  this,  Hicar  departed, 
bewailing  a  nephew  whom  lie  had  no  hopes  of 
bringing  to  repentance.  Some  days  after  lie 
went  again  to  fee  him ,  but  he  found  him  dead 
in  his  prifon :  In  this  manner  was  the  world 
delivered  from  the  fatal  exigence  of  this  un¬ 
grateful  man.  He  had  hanged  himfelf  by  his 
hair,  on  a  nail  which  was  fixed  in  the  walls  of 
the  dungeon.  ,»>  nP 

Hicar  and  Zefagnie  confoled  one  another  : 
And,  in  the  attachment  of  Sinkarib,  they  found 
a  full  recompenfe  for  all  the  grief  into  which 
Nadan  had  plunged  them.  The  monarch,  in- 
fkru&ed  by  the  dangers  to  which  he  had  been 
cxpofed  under  a  perfidious  and  wicked  minifter, 
now  devoted  himfelf  wholly  to  bufinefs,  and 
gained  the  affection  of  his  people,  and  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  the  neighbouring  powers. 


SchaJjcrUR  appeared  to  be  delighted  with  the 
hiftory  of  Sinkarib  and  his  two  vizirs,  which 
was  thus  concluded ;  He  was  pleafed  with  the 
puniihipent  of  the  ungrateful  Nadan,  and  the 
manner  in  which  Hicar  had  fupported  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Abicam  at  the  court  of  Pharaoh.  The 
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flight  of  the  rocs,  and  the  addrefs  of  the  young 
children,  had  contributed  greatly  to  his  amufe- 
ment. 

Diharzade  had  taken  a  peculiar  intereft  in 
Zefagnie.  You  have  defcribed,  After,  faid  file 
to  Scheherazade,  a  woman  for  whom  I  have 
conceived  ftich  an  efteem,  that  I  have  never 
thought  of  afking  her  age  ;  and,  even  had  you 
told  me  that  fhe  was  advanced  in  years,  I  cer¬ 
tainly  would  have  forgot  it,  amid  the  fplendour 
of  fo  many  charms,  and  the  dignity  of  her  man¬ 
ners. 

But,  as  this  hiftory  has  been  long,  and  as  we 
ought  to  beware  of  fatiguing  the  attention  of 
the  fultan  our  fovereign,  I  ftiould  wifh,  After, 
that  you  would  relate  the  ftory  of  a  certain 
Schebandad  of  Surat,  which  I  remember  for* 
merly  to  have  heard  with  very  great  pleafure. 

I  would  gladly  undertake  it,  faid  the  beau¬ 
tiful  fultanefs,  did  not  the  day  which  begins  to 
appear  advife  us  to  follow  fome  better  employ¬ 
ment. 

At  leaft,  lifter,  replied  Dinarzade,  you  will 
engage  to  relate  it  to-morrow.  I  fliall,  at  the 
command  of  our  invincible  fiiltan. 

The  next  day  the  fultanefs,  being  reminded 
of  her  promife,  with  the  approbation  of  the, 
fultan,  thus  began.  H  a 
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eTht  Hi/lory  of  the  Family  of  the  Schebandad  f 
Surat . 

A  Schebandad  of  Surat  *,  by  bis  marriage, 
had  liad  four  Tons,  for  whom  he  procured 
wives,  and  whom  he  fettled  advantageoufly  in  the 
world.  But  it  fo  happened,  that,  at  the  end  of 
twenty  years,  only  one  child  remained  to  each. 
The  three  elder  brothers  had  each  a  fon,  and  the 
younger  a  daughter. 

Valume  was  the  name  of  this  young  daugh¬ 
ter.  Both  nature  and  education  had  confpired 
to  render  her  accompliihed.  Nothing  was  talk¬ 
ed  of  at  .Surat,  but  the  charms  of  her  figure, 
her  talents,  and  her  wit.  Her  three  coufms 
loved  her  to  diflraftion.  Their  whole  ambi¬ 
tion  was  to  gain  her  hand.  This  rivalfhip 
might  be  attended  with  dangerous  confequen- 
ces  \  and  the  Schebandad,  who  forefaw  this, 
affembled  his  family,  and  fpoke  thus  to  his 
children: 

My  children,  fays  he  to  them,  Vafiime  can 
only  be  the  wife  of  one  hufband.  Her  father 
and  I  believe  you  all  equally  worthy  of  her 
hand.  But,  as  the  happinefs  of  your  amiable 
coufm  is  at  flake,  I  have  thought  proper  to 

leave 
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leave  her  at  liberty  to  make  choice  of  one  of 
you  *,  and  the  one  of  the  three  whom  fhe  fhall 
prefer  may  depend  upon  Our  approbation  and 
confent. 

Thefe  three  brothers  could  not  oppofe  thfo 
reafonable  propofol ;  and  the  Schebandad  was 
commiffioned  to  communicate  it  to  his  grand¬ 
daughter.  Vafumc  was  much  embarraffed i 
«  Father/’  faid  (he,  a  I  love  my  three  coufrns 
with  an  equal  affection,  and  would  be  extreme¬ 
ly  forry  to  diloblige  any  of  them.  However, 
huee  you  require  me  to  make  a  choice,  and  as 
it  is  almoft  a  matter  of  Indifference  to  me  which 
of  them  I  obtain,  I  have  thought  of  a  method 
of  determining  the  point.  My  coufins  are  en¬ 
dowed  with  excellent  abilities ;  and  I  will  take 
that  one  of  the  three  for  my  hufband  who 
fhall  relate  the  moil  agreeable  Gory :  For,  if  his 
merit  be  equal  in  other  relpe&s,  I  believe  the 
man  of  the  beft  underftanding  is  the  beft  cal¬ 
culated  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  his  wife/* 
I  fhall  go  and  inform  them  of  your  propofol, 
replied  the  Schebandad  *,  and,  as  they  Will  not 
have  had  time  to  prepare  thenifelves,  you  will 
be  the  better  able  to  judge  of  the  refources  of 
their  imagination.  I  know  their  talents ;  be- 
fides,  the  reward  they  have  in  view  will  give 
them  courage  to  attempt  every  thing ;  and,  be- 
Dda  fore 
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fore  the  tranfports  of  expectation,  every  diffi* 
culty  will  vanifh. 

The  Schebandad  having  acquainted  the 
young  men,  foon  returned  to  Vafume,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  her  father  and  the  three  lovers.  The 
whole  company  took  their  feats,  and  the  con- 
ted,  was  ready  to  begin.  The  olded  had  alrea¬ 
dy  begun  his  dory,  when  he  was  interrupted 
by  the  beautiful  Indian.  “  My  amiable  cou-' 
fins,”  faid  fhe,  <c  firft  of  all,  you  mud  permit 
me  to  bring  hither  one  extremely  capable  of 
direking  my  judgment.  Daral  faid  fhe,  ad- 
dreffing  herfeif  to  a  Have,  go  and  acquaint  my 
good  Nane,  that  I  expeCi  her  here.  It  is  my 
nurfe,  continued  fhe.  It  is  to  the  pretty  do¬ 
ries  fhe  formerly  told  me,  that  I  owe  a  great; 
part  of  my  indru&ion$  and  none  of  you  will 
be  able  to  prejudice  or  corrupt  this  judge,  for 
fhe  is  blind.  Thus  her  decifion  muft  be  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  real  merit.” 

Come  forward,  good  nurfe,  faid  fhe  to  Nane 
as  fhe  entered  j  caufc  them  to  condu&  you  to  me, 
and  prepare  yourfelf  to  liften  with  attention. 
My  father  is  here  with  a  goodly  company,  who 
are  going  to  tell  you  dories;  be  feated  on  my 
fopha.  Upon  this  Nane,  groping  her  way,  fat 
down  at  Vafume’s  fide,  whom  fhe  recognjfed 
by  her  voice ;  and  he  who  propofed  tQ  fpeak 
fird  thus  began  his  d;ory. 
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the  Lov't  of  the  Stares  or  the  Story  of  CM- 
Hafett.  ,n 

D  Alhuc,  a  potter  in  Bagdad,  had  been  pret- 
tyfuccefsful  in  his  bufinefs :  Seventeen  years 
after  his  marriage,  his  wife,  whom  forrow  had 
rendered  infirm,  died,  leaving  him  a  on  o 
fixteen  years  of  age. 

From  that  time,  the  potter  frequented  the 
houfe  of  Narilha,  a  widow,  much  younger  than 
'  himfelf.  This  woman  was  by  profeffion  a  fel¬ 
ler  of  cofmetics,  which  preferved  the  freflmefs 
of  the  complexion  and  (kin,  and  appeared  to 
perpetuate  youth.  Her  artificial  compofitions 
had  procured  her  admittance  into  the  mner- 
moft  apartments  of  the  caliph’s  palace,  and  of 
the  principal  harams  in  the  capital.  But  er 
fame  was  not  of  long  duration  •,  after  the  fplen- 
dour  of  a  fleeting  charm,  fome  of  her  cuftorn- 
ers  obferved  their  attraflions  vamfh  too  foon  : 
Time  imprinted  his  wrinkles  on  their  art.fic.al 
countenances  •,  and  our  widow,  finding  her  ere. 
dit  diminifh,  determined  to  appropriate  the  lit¬ 
tle  fortune  of  her  friend  the  potter,  by  becom- 

ing  his  wife.  .  , 

Dalhuc  was  already  too  much  captivated  to 
refufe  this  propofaly  and,  thus  in  Virtue  offor- 
D  d  3  raer 
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liier  claims,  and  of  the  contract  which  was  lign«* 
cd  in  prefence  of  the  Cadi,  the  feller  of  cofme- 
tics  was  eftablifhed  as  the  ablblute  miftrels  of 
his  houfe.  or.uiicO 

Narilha  had  a  jfon  of  the  fame  age  with  that 
of  Dalhuc;  he  was  one  of  themoh  dull  and  ftupid 
children  in  Bagdad  ;  but  he  was  not  the  lefs, 
on  that  account,  the  beloved  idpf  of  his  mo¬ 
ther.  This  foolifh  and  rude  creature,  whole 
name  was  Badur,  emboldened  by  the  partiality 
of  Dalhuc  for  his  mother,  fixed  a  quarrel  on 
his  ftep-father’s  fon,  who,  forgetting  his  natu¬ 
ral  gentlenefs,  revenged  his  injurious  treatment 
by  beating  him  loundly :  The  enraged  mother 
banilhed  her  hu (band’s  child  from  the  houfe  j 
and  this  unfortunate  wretch,  almoft  naked,  was 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  houfe  of  one  of 
his  mother’s  brothers.  Narilha,  delivered  from 
this  troublefome  fpy,  and  flattering  herfelf  that 
fhe  could  bring  the  little  knowledge  of  bufinefs 
which  was  left  her  to  feme  good  account,  ex¬ 
erted  it  in  purebafing  a  garden  without  the  city* 
and  fet  up  a  fruit-lhop,  of  which  the  caliph  af¬ 
terwards  became  a  cuftomer,  by  the  interefi:  of 
the  purveyor  of  the  palace. 

The  poor  Dalhuc,  driven  from  his  father’s 
houfe,  had  arrived,  in  the  moft  difconfolate  con¬ 
dition^  the  houfe  of  his  uncle  Caflanak,Wh6was 
nne  of  the  moft  honeft  and  induftrious  men  in 
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Bagdad;  but  his  family  was  too  large  for  lus  be¬ 
ing  himfelf  of  all  the  fervice  to  his  nephew  that 
he  could  have  wifhed.  Enraged,  at  the  outrage 
Dalhuc  had  futfered,  he  determined  to  xequelh 
one  of  his  friends,  a  geomancer,  to  afllfl  him,  and 
perfuaded  him  to  efpoufe  his  quarrel  very  warm¬ 
ly.  «  What  vengeance  would  you  with  to  take  on 
your  nephew’s  ftep-mother  ?”  afked  the  learned 

-  .  r-  i0cn  \fT  ;  dt 

mam  on*.  1.. 

I  wifli  to  humble  this  arrogant  woman,  re¬ 
plied  Caflanak,  to  tear  from  her  the  mdney  of 
which  fhe  has  deprived  Dalhuc,  and  to  lay  it 
out  in  eftablifhing  my  nephew.  This  young 
man  had  been  promifed  to  the  only  daughter  of 
a  wealthy  barber.  He  was  really  attached  to 
her,  and  believed  the  flame  was  mutual.  But 
Narilha  has  produced  a  change  in  his  father's  in¬ 
tentions,  and  this  young  lady  is  at  prefent  de- 
iigned  for  Badur.  I  fhould  with,  faid  Caffa- 
nak,  to  fliow  her  to  her  hufband  in  her  true 
character*  tXi*hoi  '*>*  fbui* 

I  fhall  anfwer  for  the  complete  fuccefs  of  your 
wifhes,  replied  the  geomancer,  provided  you 
will  take  upon  you  the  execution  of  the  plan  I 
am  to  lay  down.  Go  immediately,  and,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  palate,  hire  a  fhop,  the 
moft  commodious  you  can.  And  for  the  difplay 
of  fruit ;  and,  when  the  bargain  fhall  be  made, 
i  .nm  euorifl ah. ^  » ni;  ttmod  tom  mS  ■  return 
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return  hither,  and  you  fhall  find  your  bufinefs 
prepared. 

Caflanak,  delighted  with  the  opportunity  of 
avenging  himfelf  on  Narilha,  yielded  the  moil 
ready  obedience  ;  he  hired  a  fhop,  gave  an  ear- 
neft,  and  returned.  “  You  have  been  very  expe¬ 
ditious,”  faid  the  geomancer ;  “  nor  have  I  been 
quite  idle;  and  I  now  put  it  in  your  power  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  all  your  defigns.  Here,  in  the  fir  ft  place,  is 
an  Armenian  robe,  and  a  {harp  pointed  cap ; 
take  alfo  this  paper ;  it  contains  a  full  detail  of  in- 
ft ructions  refpefting  the  operations  you  muft  car¬ 
ry  forwards  to-morrow  morning.  Study  well  the 
words  which  you  muft  pronounce  aloud ;  and. 
Whatever  miracle  you  may  need,  command  it 
confidently.  I  have  armed  you  well,  and  will 
aid  your  intentions  to  the  very  utmoft  of  my 
power.  To-morrow,  as  loon  as  you  fhall  have 
left  your  houfe,  let  your  nephew  repair  to  the 
{hop  which  you  have  hired  ;  but  let  him  take 
care  not  to  appear  furprifed  at  what  he  fhall  fee 
there,  left  he  fhould  attract  the  attention  of 
the  curious,  whom  he  muft  carefully  fhun. 

Caflanak  returned  home,  fhut  himfelf  up  in 
his  clofet,  and,  in  the  filence  of  retirement,  ftu- 
died  the  part  he  was  to  aft.  He  impatiently 
waited  the  return  of  morning;  and,  as  foon  as  it 
appeared,  he  equipped  himfelf  in  the  magical 
"robe,  and  {harp  pointed  cap ;  and,  after  having 
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lent  Dalhuk  to  his  flat  ion,  went  himfelf  to  Na- 
rilha’s  houfe.  He  entered  her  Ihop,  and  found 
the  fruits  difplayed  in  it  with  great  (kill.  "Upon 
his  remarking,  with  fome  degree  of  fufprife, 
that  they  were  extremely  beautiful,  “  Tafte 
them,’*  faid  the  fruit-woman  ^  “  they  are  in¬ 
deed  pretty  to  the  eye,  but  they  are  much  better 
to  the  tafte.”  Caftan  nk  was  eaftly  perfuaded, 
and  in  reality  found  that  fhe  Was  right.  F 
was' laying  my  account,  madam,  with  being  o- 
bliged  to  travel  to  Damas  in  fearch  of  fruit ; 
if  we  can  manage  it  fo,  as  that  I  can  be  accom¬ 
modated  here,  I  (hall  certainly  fpare  myfelf  the 
fatigue  of  the  journey. — Not  that  I  mean  to  re¬ 
commend  my  fruit,  Sir,  replied  Narilha,  but 
in  reality  the  caliph’s  gardens  produce  nothing 
half  fo  favoury ;  indeed  all  that  you  fee  is  part¬ 
ly  deftined  for  his  table,  and  thofe  of  his  houfe 
but,  to  oblige  fucli  a  man  as  you,  I  will  take  a- 
way  fome  part  of  them. — Madam,  I  am  flattered 
with  your  politenefs,  and  am  certain  you  will 
have  no  caufe  to  repent  of  the  kindnefs  you* 
have  fliown  me. — But,  in  reality  thefe  fruits  are 
fit  for  angels :  Give  me  two  of  thefe  pomegra¬ 
nates,  and  tell  me  the  price  of  them.  Narilha 
was  very  much  furpifed,  that,  after  being  fo  la- 
vifh  in  her  praifes,  he  wanted  only  pomegra¬ 
nates,  and  determined  to  revenge  herfelf  upon 
him,  by  afking  an  exorbitant  prke  for  them. 

The 
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The  Armenian  paid  it  immediately,  and  added, 
“  If  your  fruit  is  relifhed,  I  hope  to  conclude  a 
more  important  bargain  with  you.”  Saying  this, 
he  placed  himfelf  in  the  middle  of  the  fhop,  and 
throwing  the  pomegranates  with  all  his  force  into 
the  air,  they  immediately  difappeared  5  which 
drew  an  exclamation  of  furprife  from  Narilha 
and  her  fon.  The  pretended  Armenian  then 
drew  from  his  pocket  a  final!  filver  tube,  m 
which  he  Teemed  to  articulate  a  few  words  in  a 
very  low  tone.  A  moment  after,  he  applied  to 
his  ear  a  horn  of  the  fame  metal,  pretending  to 
liften  to  fomething  that  was  faid  to  him;  then 
fhutting  up  his  infiruments,  and  afihming 
an  air  of  fatisfaflion,  u  Madam,”  faid  he,  “  a 
trial  of  your  fruit  has  been  made,  and  it  has  been 
found  delicious  ;  I  have  received  orders  to  car¬ 
ry  off  immediately  all  that  remains.  The  la¬ 
bour  will  not  be  tedious,  for  people  have  been 
fent  to  aflift  me  :  There  is  my  purfe  *,  take  as 
much  money  as  you  think  proper  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  your  fruit.”  The  fight  of  the  gold  a- 
wakened  the  cdvetoufnefs  and  avarice  of  *Naril- 
ha ;  fhe  could  have  taken  the  whole  purfe  very 
willingly,  but  limited  herfelf  to  thirty  fequins,  for 
the  payment  of  what  was  really  worth  five  or 
fix. 

The  Armenian  was  fo  far  from  being  diffatif- 
ficd  with  this,  that  he  did  not  even  pay  any 

attention 
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intention  to  it ;  but  immediately  took  poffeffion 
of  his  fruit,  and  threw  a  melon  with  the  right, 
and 'an  apple  with  the  left,  till,  in  a  fhort  time* 
all  the  fruit  in  the  fhop  was  in  motion,  and, 
flying  off  as  if  it  had  had  wings,  entirely  difap- 
p eared.  Badurand  Narilha  looked  very  ear- 
neftly  at  this  ft  range  removal  of  their  fruit. — 
M  How,  , whither,  and  by  whom  have  you  dif- 
patched  all  this  fruit !”  faid  ilie  to  the  Arme- 
nian. — “  Madam,”  replied  he,  u  I  am  the  chief 
caterer  for  the  ftars,  in  which  it  is  conftantly 
either  ±00  hot,  or  too  cold,  too  moift,  or  too 
dry,  fb  that  nothing  comes  to  perfect  maturity. 
I  defeended  upon  the  earth,  with  a  view  to  get 
provilions  for  them,  and  will  frankly  confefs, 
that,  in  confequence  of  the  great  fame  of  the  fruits 
atDamas,I  was  on  my  way  to  that  city,  when  I  ac¬ 
cidentally  paffed  before  your  fhop:  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  your  fruits  attracted  my  attention  ;  their 
flavour  increafed  my  furprife  $  and  their  tafle 
completed  my  delight.  I  fent  two  of  them  for 
a  trial,  and  immediately  received  an  order  to 
bring  away  the  whole.  If  to-morrow,  and  the 
day  following,  you  are  as  well  provided,  you 
will  be  able  to  fell  every  thing  in  your  fhop, 
and  you  will  become  the  fruit-woman  of  the 
ikies.” 

Narilha  rubbed  her  eyes,  uncertain  whether 
file  was  awake  or  in  a  dream,  upon  hearing  fuch 
fur  nviir  agreeable 
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-agreeable  Information.  The  foolilh  Badur,  with 
his  mouth  half  open,  ftared  by  turns  at  his  mo¬ 
ther,  at  the  Armenian,  and  at  the  ceiling.-* 
“  There's  a  very  pretty  young  man,  madam,”  faid 
the  mifchievous  provider ;  “  he  muft  be  your 
brother :  He  bears  a  great  refemblance  to  you.” 
— “  No,  Sir,  he  is  my  fon,”  replied  the  fruit* 
woman. — “  What !  at  your  age,  have  you  fo 
big  a  fon  as  that  ?  that  is  incredible.  You  muft 
think  of  getting  him  married.”*— “  I  am  think* 
ing  of  it.  Sir :  He  is  already  engaged  to  the 
daughter  of  a  rich  barber,  one  of  our  friends.” 
— «  barber  J  a  barber  !  and  a  rich  barber  l 
There  are  many  wonders  in  heaven,  but  this 
exceeds  them  all ;  were  he  not  fofilent,  the  mi¬ 
racle  would  be  complete.  Do  you  know,  ma¬ 
dam,  that  the  mere  fale  of  your  fruit  for  one 
year  might  entitle  you  to  alk  the  daughter  of 
a  vizir  for  your  fon  ?  yet  this  fhould  be  only 
your  laftrefource,  We  Jiave  daughters  above 
to  marry,  who  would  look  upon  a  connexion 
with  you  as  a  real  bleffing.” — tf  How,  Sir!  Do 
they  marry  above  — ■«  Do  they  marry  i  Do 
you  think  then  that  heaven  was  peopled 
without  marriage  ?  Every  thing  which  you  fee 
fparkle  there  has  a  father  and  mother.  How 
could  new  liars  be  difcpvered  every  day*  unlefs 
there  were  fome  born  ?  Whence  hath  the 
milky  way  its  name,  but  becaufe  it  is  the  ha- 
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bitation  of  nurfes.  Let  me  alone,  madam,  I 
have  prof peels  for  your  fon.  I  wifh  to  marry 
him  to  the  youngeft,  moft  frefli,  and  moft  bril¬ 
liant  of  our  beauties.” — “  Ah  !  who  is  fhe 

“  She  is  the  Star  of  the  Morning _ She  Is  af- 

furedly  brilliant :  She  is  alfo  frefh,  for  {he  ne¬ 
ver  travels  but  in  the  night ;  but,  as  to  her  be¬ 
ing  young,  Sir,  that  is  inipoffible,  for  I  have 
known  her  ever  fince  I  have  been  in  the  world* 
and  the  very  fir  ft  time  I  obfcrved  her  {he  was 
fully  round.” — <c  She  whom  you  knew,  madam, 
went  off  fome  years  ago  *,  but  you  women  of 
the  earth  fuffer  the  ftars  to  fly  off  without  ever 
alkmg  whether  they  go ;  it  is  alfo  true  that  there 
are  fo  many  of  them  that  one  does  not  give 
themfelves  any  trouble  about  fuch  as  are  wanting. 
—  But,  feriouflyfpeaking,  would  you  wifh  your  fon 
to  become  the  liuiband  of  the  moft  beautiful  of  the 
ftars.  — 1 “Ah!  Sir,  if  that  could  poffibly  be  brought 
about,  I  Ihould  be  delighted  with  it.  Would  he 
likewife  fliine  in  the  firmament  “ I  (ball  an- 
fwer  for  his  not  being  a  dark  body  there ;  but 
regularly  every  day  his  miftrefs  comes  near 
the  earth,  and,  if  the  affair  pleafes  you,  we  will 
fee  if  it  is  poffible  to  fettle  it.  Shut  the  door 
of  your  {hop,  and  caufe  a  pail  full  of  water  to 
be  brought  into  the  middle  of  the  ftore-houfe.” 

The  directions  of  the  Armenian  were  follow- 
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and  the  pail  brought  to  the  place  appoint¬ 
ed.  “  Come  near,  young  man,”  faid  he  to 
Badur,  «  look  at  yourfelf  in  this  water,  you 
will  -find  yourfelf  very  pretty  in  it.  Endeavour 
to  alTume  a  pleafed  air,  that  your  countenance 
may  be  rendered  more,  agreeable. — Good  1  This 
is  perfectly  charming. - You  may  now  with¬ 

draw.”  As  foon  as  Badur  had  quitted  his  po¬ 
sition,  the  Armenian  took  up  the  pail,  and 
threw  its  contents  into  the  air,  without  one  drop 
falling  back  into  the  room.  “  What  are  you 
doing,  Sir?”  faid  Narilha,  uoeafy  at  fir  ft  at  an  e- 
vent  which  threatened  to  deluge,  her  ftore-houfe, 
and  then  extremely  furprifed  at  feeing  the  whole 
water  in  the  pail  entirely  difappear.  “  l  am 
fending,”  faid  he,  u  your  fon’s  picture  to  the 
moft  beautiful  of  the  ftars.  Let  us  fit  down, 
we  fhall  learn  in  a  moment  what  effect  it  has 
upon  her.” 

During  this  interval,  the  Armenian  introdu¬ 
ced  fome  indifferent  converfation  ;  then  all  at 
once  he  arofe,  placed  himfelf  in  the  middle  of 
the  room,  applied  his  tube  to  his  mouth,  and 
his  horn  to  his  ear,  and,  afiuming  a  contented 
air,  “  Your  fon,  madam,  is  infinitely  agreeable  ! 
He  is  deftined  to  a  very  high  fortune ;  but  he 
muft  yield  to  my  fancy,  as  I  know  the  tafte  of  our 
ladies.  Badur  has  a  ruddy  and  animated  com¬ 
plexion, 
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pi  ex  ion,  the  "beauty  of  which  he  muft  not  dif- 
gnife  under  that  tufted  beard,  which  reaches 
almoft  to  his  eye-brows  ;  and  the  lively  and  pierc¬ 
ing  looks  of  his  eyes  would  be  much  more  charming 
were  they  not  concealed  by  his  long  eye-brows. 
Thefe  muftbe  cut  away,  and  the  fize  of  his  beard 
diminifhed.  Let  him  be  fhaven  to  the  bottom  of 
the  under  lip*,  and,  with  this  precaution,  I  pro 
mife  him  infallible  fuccefs  in  his  amours.  To¬ 
morrow  morning,  however,  I  {hall  be  more  cer¬ 
tain  than  I  am  at  prefent  5  in  the  mean  time,  I 
wifh  your  fon  to  difplay  a  little  gallantry  with 
his  miftrefs :  He  muft,  therefore,  be  provided 
wifh  a  nofe-gay,  compofed  of  the  moft  beauti¬ 
ful  flowers  ;  and  you,  madam,  take  care  to  have 
your  fhop  as  well  ftored  to-morrow  as  it  was  to¬ 
day  5  here  are  pledges  for  the  fale  which  I  promife 
you.  The  only  thing  1  exatt  of  you  is  fecrecy  con¬ 
cerning  the  trade  we  are  in  future  to  carry  on  to¬ 
gether;  forthc  fmalleftmdifcretionmight  mar  your 
fortune*  The  ftars  have  already  too  much  inter- 
courfe  withmen,  who  call  upon  their  interference 
in  all  their  petty  concerns.  This  is  extremely  dif. 
agreeable  to  the  heavenly  bodies.  You  fee. 
Madam,  that  I  fpeak  frankly  to  ypu.  Farewell ; 
fome  bufinefs  calls  me  hence ;  to-morrow  I  fhall 
be  here  very  early.”  Upon  this  Caflanak  made 
a  bow,  and  withdrew. 
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I  fhould  think  myfelf  in  a  dream,  faid  Na- 
rilha  to  her  fon,  did  I  not  hold  in  my  hand 
thele  thirty  fe  quins,  which  appear  to  me  to  be 
of  fuiftcient  weighty  and  to  be  good  gold.- — 
**  blather,”  faid  Badut,  «  why  mu  ft  I  go  im¬ 
mediately  to  have  myfelf  Ihaved  ?  —  Why  fo 
fuddenly !  The  ftars,  I  believe,  do  not  fee  any 
thing  during  the  day  5  and  it  will  be  much  bet¬ 
ter  that  you  be  frefh  fhaved  to-morrow  moril- 
ingv— But,  in  truth,  added  Narrilha,  I  am 
not  recovered  from  our  adventure and  it  mull: 
be  acknowledged  this  Armenian  muft  be  a  very 
honeft  man ;  for,  with  the  fame  addrefs  with 
which  he  carried  off  olir  fruits,  he  might  have 
difpenfed  with  paying  for  them  fo  cheerfully, 
and  at  fo  high  a  price.  As  for  you,  friend, 
inftead  of  going  to  have  yourfelf  ftiaven,  you 
ought  to  go  in  fearch  of  fome  balkets  of  good 
fruit,  in  order  to  deck  our  fhop,  that  the  ca¬ 
liph’s  provider  may  not  go  away  from  us  emp¬ 
ty-handed  ;  for  great  profits  never  ought  to 
make  us  defpife  fmall  ones.”  Juft  as  fhe  was 
faying  this,  the  caterer  entered. 

«  How  now  I”  faid  he,  <{  I  wanted  all  your 
fruit  to-day,  and  I  fee  none!” — “  Have  pa¬ 
tience  a  moment,  Sir,  our  affes  are  not  yet  ar¬ 
rived  >  Badur  is  gone  to  meet  them-,  and,  if 
you,  Sir,  have  not  time  to  ftay,  you  may  re¬ 
turn  to  the  palace,  whither  all  that  you  need 
-  5  i  fhall 
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{hall  be  fent.  The  provider  replied,  that  he 
did  not  with  the  goods  to  be  lent  to  him ;  that 
he  wifhed  to  choofe  them  himfelf;  and.  could 
by  no  means  depend  upon  the  flow  return  of 
her  afles*  When  he  had  faid  this,  he  turned 
his  back  and  departed.  Narilha,  piqued  with 
the  fharpnefs  of  this  fpeech,  thought  her  vani¬ 
ty  too  much  humbled  *,  and  it  appeared  to  her 
very  extraordinary,  and  very  improper,  that 
the  fruit-woman  of  the  flars  fhould  be  treated 
with  fo  little  ceremony.  “  You  fee,”  faid  fhe, 
"  how  the  flaves  of  great  people  forget  them- 
felves :  Ah !  when  we  {hall  have  made  our 
fortune,  I  will  convince  thefe  creatures  of  their 
infignificance.” 

Other  providers  made  their  appearance: 
u  What l”  faid  they,  one  after  another,  w  one 
finds  nothing  now  in  your  {hop?  When  people 
give  up  trade,  they  generally  give  intimation  of 
it.” — <(  No,  replied  {he,  I  have  nothing  here ; 
and  fuch  rude  fellows  as  you  never  will  find 
any  thing  in  my  {hop.  You  feem  as  if  you 
fpoke  to  perfons  whom  you  fupported  by  your 
charity.” — “  Afluredly,”  faid  they  as  they  went 
out,  “  you  are  not  in  the  way  of  making  a  for¬ 
tune.” 

As  the  fruit  which  had  been  carried  off  from 
Narilha’s  {hop  had  arranged  itfelf  in  that  of 
Dalhuc’s  fon,  the  providers  found  mit  wherewith- 
E  e  3  to 
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to  recompence  their  unfuccefsful  application  at 
the  fruit-woman’s  houfe.  Cafianak,  after  ha¬ 
ving  laid  afide  his  Armenian  habit,  had  come 
to  prefide  ;over  his  nephew’s  firft  attempt  in 
trade;  in  Ihort,  everything  in  his  {hop  was 
carried  off  at  any  price  ;  the  multitude  of  pur- 
chafers  had  decided  the  value  of  the  goods. 

Every  body  was  furprifed  how  Dalhuc  could 
fo  fuddenly  furnifh  a  {hop  with  fuch  an  excel¬ 
lent.  aflbrtment  of  fruit.  “  1  am  indebted  for 
this  favotir,”  fald  he,  <(  to  my  uncle’s  kind- 
ncfs.”— “  And  this,  doubtlefs,”  replied  one  of 
the  providers,  “  is  what  hath  made  your  ftep- 
mother  mad ;  nothing  is  to  be  found  with  her 
but  infolence  and  pride :  Keep  your  trade  al¬ 
ways  On  as  good  a  footing,  and  we  will  deal 
with  none  but  you.” 

While  Dalhuc  carried  on  his  bufinefs  with 
confiderable  fiiccefs,  his  ftepmother  {hut  up  her 
fequins  very  carefully  in  a  corner  unknown  to 
all  the  world  j  {he  hoped  in  time  to  accumulate 
a  treafure  which  would  render  her  indepen¬ 
dent  of  her  neighbours.  Take  great  care,” 
faid  {he  to  Badur,  “  that  you  don’t  mention  ta 
my  hu{band  the  handfome  bargain,  we  have 
concluded,  and  thofe  which  we  have  in  pro- 
{pe£h  He  is  a  man  who  cannot  keep  a  fecret ; 
he  is  too  much  addicted  to  floth  and  drunken- 
nefs •,  Jie  would  indulge  himfelf  anew  in  his 
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vices  ;  and,  by  gaining  much,  we  fhould  be¬ 
come  poorer  than  ever.  Befides,  he  has  a  cu¬ 
rious  prying  turn  ;  and,  if  we  were  to  fpeak  to 
him  of  the  man  who  is  to  return  to-morrow, 
he  would  remain  at  home  in  order  to  wait  for 
him,  and  all  would  be  difcovered:  We  need 
him  to  gather  fruits,  if  we  wifh  to  fell  them ; 
fo  that  he  muft  be  advifed  to  fet  out  fomewhat 
earlier  than  ufual.  As  for  you,  you  would  do 
well  to  go  to  the  fuburbs,  and  lay  out  this  fe- 
quin  which  I  give  you  in  purcliafing  two  loads 
more  of  fruit  ;  for  I  feel  a  happy  prefage  that 
announces  a  confiderable  fale  for  to-morrow; 
befides,  you  need  a  nofegay. 

Badur  departed,  in  obedience  to  his  mother. 
Caflanak  had  been  to  wait  upon  his  friend  the 
geomancer,  to  give  him  an  account  of  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  day ;  and  they  concerted  together 
the  plan  of  next  day’s  proceedings. 

As  foon  as  day  appeared,  Badur,  fumiihed 
with  an  enormous  nofegay,  ran  to  the  houfe  of 
the  barber,  who  was  to  have  been  his  father- 
in-law,  in  order  to  have  Ids  beard  and  his  eye¬ 
brows  cut  after  the  fafhion  of  the  ftars.  He 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  apprentices,  who,,  af¬ 
ter  hearing  the  very  extraordinary  manner  in 
which  the  fimple  Badur  wifhed  to  be  ffiaved, 
alked  him  the  reafon  of  it:  “What  does  it  dig¬ 
nify  to  you  1”  faid  he  to  them, u  do  as  I  bid  you  5 
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I  muft  obey  my  mother,  who  willies  me  to  be¬ 
come  the  mirror  of  the  ftars 1”  The  young 
people  could  not  fupprefs  their  laughter  s  and 
their  noife  attracted  the  pafiengers,  who  were 
all  eager  to  become  acquainted  with  the  mirror 
of  the  ftars.  When  the  fon  of  Narilha  was  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  manner  in  which,  they  had  cut 
liis  beard  and  eye-brows,  he  took  up  his  large 
nofegay,  and  was  preparing  to  depart.  (C  Ah  I 
whither  are  you  carrying  that  bunch  of  flow¬ 
ers  ?”  faid  the  young  people ;  “  Did  not  you* 
bring  it  for  our  mailer’s  daughter  ?  Should  not 
you  leave  it  here  ?” — u  No  j  I  am  carrying  it  to 
my  mother.” — u  Has  your  mother  changed  her 
trade  ?  Is  fhe  become  a  feller  of  flowers  ? — “  It 
is  a  prefent  we  intend  to  make.” — “  And  to 
whom,  pray  ?  This  is  not  the  feaft  of  the  Ha- 
raphat,  or  you  have  as  much  there  as  would 
cover  the  heifers,  which,  on  that  occaflon,  are 
offered  up  in  facrifice.” — u  Fine  flowers  for 
cows  truly !”  laid  the  impatient  Badur ;  i(  my 
mother  knows  better  how  to  bellow  her  pre- 
fents.”  Saying  .this,  he  made  his  efcape  from 
the  Ihop. 

A  few  moments  after,  the  barber  returned, 
home,  and  they  related  to  him  the  lingular 
appearance  which  Badur  had  made :  u  There 
is,”  fays  he,  <f  a  bad  report  fpread  refpe£ting 
his  mother.  For  my  own  part,  I  think  thefe 
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people  arc  bewitched ;  my  daughter  is  not  fuit- 
ed  to  him ;  I  will  go  and  give  him  up  his  prd- 
mife,  and  withdraw  mine.” 

Bador,  believing  himfelf  as  fine  as  the  ftar 
he  wifhed  to  conquer,  returned  to  his  mother’s 
fhop,  where  he  found  her,  freed  from  her  huf- 
band,  proud  of  the  beauty  of  her  fruit,  and  ad¬ 
miring  the  beautiful  order  in  which  fhe  had  ar¬ 
ranged  them.  Nothing  was  wanting  but  a  pur-* 
chafer ;  and  the  Armenian  appeared. — “  Let 
us  make  hafte,  madam,”  faid  he  to  her,  w  I 
have  fome  bufinefsj  for  how  much  will  you 
fell  all  that  I  fee  ?” — u  Good  fruit  is  fcarce,” 
replied  Narilha,  “  and  thefe  are  moft  admi¬ 
rably  chofen  ;  there  is  not  a  fingle  bad  one  a- 
mong  them.  There  are  a  fourth  more  than 
there  was  yefterday,  and,  confequently,  you 
muft  give  me  forty  fequins  for  them.” — “  That 
is  aj  large  fum,”  replied  Cafianak;  «  but  I 
muft  fulfil  the  engagements  I  came  under ;  and 
to-morrow  you  will  certainly  be  more  reafon-* 
able ;  In  the  mean  time  there  are  your  forty  fe¬ 
quins.” 

As  foon  as  the  money  was  told,  the  purchafer, 
as  he  had  done  the  day  before,  took  one  of  each 
fort  of  fruit,  threw  it  into  the  air,  and  it  di£* 
appeared.— Invifible  hands  were  waiting  the  fig- 
nal  to  feize  all  that  wqs  in  the  fhop,  and  in  a 
moment  it  was  left  empty ;  even  the  leaves,  with 
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which  fhe  decked  the  fruit,  were  conveyed  t© 
Dalhuc's  fhop.  This  miracle  being  performed, 
the  Armenian  dire&ed  his  attention  to  the  fool- 
ifh  Badur,  who,  decked  out  in  a  new  drefs, 
freed  from  three  fourths  of  his  eye-brows,  and 
with  nothing  but  a  fmall  tuft  of  beard  upon  the 
point  of  his  chin,  was  watching  the  looks  of  his 
new  patron.  "  This  is  very  well,  friend  !”  fai<$ 
CafTanak  to  him  5  “  you  are  drefTed  to  a  mira¬ 
cle  *,  you  are  fumifhed  with  a  nofegay  I  hope  ? 
—I  have  not  failed  to  fupply  myfelf  with  that, 
replied  Badur,  {bowing  it  to  him— There  are 
a  great  deal  too  many  flowers  there  !  You  mull 
pick  out  the  moft  beautiful,  the  frefheft,  and 
the  moft  odoriferous.— What  you  have  juft  now 
taken  away  is  quite  fufficient  for  us  *,  tie  them 
together,  and  give  them  to  me.”  The  Arme¬ 
nian  took  the  nofegay,  threw  it  into  the  air,  and 
it  appeared  to  follow  the  fame  road  as  the  fruit 
had  done.  Ah  !  continued  he,  did  you  know 
the  language  of  the  ftars,  I  could,  by  means  of 
my  tube  and  horn,  procure  you  a  charming 
converfation  :  But  the  pronunciation  of  this  lan¬ 
guage  is  extremely  difficult,  on  account  of  its 
having  no  vowels,  and  you  will  one  day  have 
an  excellent  mafter,  who  will  teach  you  it  much 
more  eafily  than  I  can  do.  Till  this  fhall  happen, 
however,  and  that  you  may  carry  on  your  cburt- 
fhip,  you  muft,  if  you  pleafe,  fend  to  your  mik 
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trefs  a  more  exaft  and  agreeable  pifhire  of 
yourfelf  than  was  taken  yefferday.  It  was 
overfhadowed  by  a  thick  beard,  and  two  bufhy 
eye-brows.  To-day  the  beauty  of  your  features 
is  unclouded ;  caufe  another  pail  full  of  water 
to  be  brought.” 

Badur  obeyed  this  order  without  a  moment’s 
hefitation  ;  and,  as  loon  as  the  pail  was  in  the 
middle  of  the  flore-houle,  he  Hooped  down  as 
near  the  water  as  he  polfibly  could,  in  order 
that  the  features  of  his  countenance  might  make 
a  more  lively  impreffion  *,  but  two  invifible  hands, 
laying  hold  of  his  beard,  drew  down  his  head 
to  the  bottom  of  the  water.  His  whole  body 
would  have  been  dragged  in,  had  not  his  hands, 
which  were  firmly  fupported  on  the  brim  of  the 
pail,  refilled  the  effort.  The  mother  let  up  a  ter¬ 
rible  fhriek,  and  Badur  ftarted  up ;  the  Armenian 
laughed  with  all  his  might.  «  Delightful  toy¬ 
ing  l”  exclaimed  he,  «  you  know  not  the  art  of 
our  ladies  !  Your  fon  was  drawn  to  the  bottom 
of  the  pail  that  they  might  fnatch  a  kifs 
from  him  :  Does  not  his  countenance,  madam, 
appear  covered  with  pearls  ?  Do  not  his  lips 
fecm  perfumed  with  amber  ?  Come,  child, 
faid  he  to  Badur,  {loop  down  again  towards 
the  place  where  you  can  meet  with  nothing  but 
Carefles  *,  prefent  a  fouling  countenance,  and  a-, 
morous  looks.  As  one  would  wilh  at  prefent 
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to  prefcrve  youf  likenefs,  one  muft  take  care  to 
do  nothing  which  might  difturb  its  exprefiion/* 
Yes,  my  fon,  added  Narilha,  palling  her 
hand  before  His  countenance,  this  gentleman  is 
in  the  right;  they  have  bellowed  c  arches  on  you 
which  you  have  not  perceived ;  and  have  left 
upon  your  lips  the  perfume  of  the  x'ofe,  and  of 
the  violet :  Come,  friend,  you  muft  yield  to  this 
pleafantry  of  thefe  ce’eftial  ladies,  and  appear 
defirous  to  pleafe  them ;  go,  and  admire  ybur- 
felf  in  the  water,  and  laugh  moft  heartily,  that 
you  may  fhow  you  are  pleafed.  The  weak  fool, 
in  obedience  to  his  mother,  placed  himfelf  on 
his  knees  before  the  pail,  prefented  his  face  t6 
the  mirror  in  which  it  was  to  be  reprefented, 
and,  laughing,  in  exa£l  imitation  of  the  cry  of  a 
goat — Very  well  ?  excellently  !  exclaimed  Calfa- 
nak;  go  on  ;  you  fee  they  want  no  longer  to 
draw  you  to  the  water.  Laugh  ftill  much  louder. 
Independent  of  all  the  particular  graces  you 
difplay,  you  give  a  moft  favourable  idea  of  the 
cheerfulnefs  of  your  temper.  Baduf,  by  new 
burfts  of  laughter,  quite  undid  all  he  had  fetup 
before  ;  the  noife  was  heard  in  the  ftreet, 
and  attracted  the  Caliph's  provider,  whoknbek- 
ed  very  fmartly  at  the  door.  Narilha  opened  it, 
and  the  provider  entered,  while  her  fon  raifed 
himfelf  very  brilkly.  “  What,  madam/*  faid 
he,  u  do  you  not  fdl  fruit  now  ?  Have  you 
1  mad£ 
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made  a  liable  of  your  honfe  ?  There  is  the  wa* 
tering  pail  already  in  the  middle.  I  have  heard, 
however,  that  you  have  got  home  a  great  deal  of 
fruit  ;  Could  I  have  fome  of  it  ? — You  do  not  rife 
early  enough  in  the  morning,  replied  Narillia,\vith 
fome  tartnefs ;  one  who  gives  a  better  price  hath 
got  before  you;  and  my  houfe  can  only  have  the 
appearance  of  a  liable  when  you  are  in  it.— The fe 
are  very  infolent  fpeeches  l  replied  the  provider  ; 
Are  you  ignorant  that  I  helong.to  the  Caliph  ? — 
Are  you  ignorant  that  my  Ihop  is  an  open  market, 
that  I  am  bound  to  ferre  the  public,  and  that  he 
who  comes  too  late,  has  himfelf  to  blame  ?— 
Farcwel,  madam  fruit-feller  !  They  were  in  the 
right  in  calling  you  a  fool ;  never  fhall  I  enter 
your  (hop  again.  Farewel  mailer  provider  1  If 
you  keep  your  word,  they  will  have  been  in  the 
right  to  call  you  wife.— I  am  going,  madam 
fruit-feller ;  they  fhall  hear  of  you  in  the  pa¬ 
lace. - Go,  mailer  provider,  I  will  take  care 

they  fhall  here  of  you  alfo.  vslotfb 

The  provider  went  out  in  a  rage.  Narilha 
was  in  a  p  allion  like  wife;  and  the  Armenian 
endeavoured  to  calm  her.  “  Forget  this  info- 
lent  fellow,  madam  ;  I  promile  you  you  fhall 
no  more  need  to  tranfa£l  bulinefe  with  him;  let 
us  finilh  what  we  have  begun ;  perfuade  your 
fon  to  prefent  his  figure  once  more  to  the. pail, 
Vol.  II.  ien  acre  eb  **  a*d 
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and  he  will  do  well  to  make  lefs  noife,  that  he 
may  not  attract  other  troublefome  people.  Ba- 
dur  put  himfelf  in  the  pofture  required  ;  an d* 
as  foon  as  the  Armenian  thought  the  portrait 
complete,  he  ferit  it  to  the  ftar  of  the  morning, 
by  the  fame  conveyance  which  he  had  made 
ufe  of  for  the  former  One.  Having  afterwards 
applied  Ills  tube  and  his  horn,  he  thus  fpoke  to 
Narilha :  “  Your  fon  is  very  happy  madam ; 
his  fortune  is  to  be  envied  5  but,  if  he  afcends  on 
high,  he  muft  be  very  wife,  and  muft  not  2- 
bufe  his  advantages.  To-morrow,  perhaps,  I 
fhall  tell  you  more  agreeable  things ;  and  re¬ 
member  always  to  provide  me  as  good  fruit  as 
I  have  got  to-day,  and  in  abundance.”  Saying 
this,  he  departed.  “  Do  you  underftand  Ba~ 
dur  ?  laid  Narilha  to  her  fon  ;  you  muft  go  and 
purchafe  fruit,  for  our  garden,  large  as  it  is, 
would  not  fupply  us  ;  bring  at  the  fame  time  a 
nofegay  for  your  miftrefs,  to  whom  I  wilh  to 
fend  it  to-morrow,  as  a  prefent  from  myfelf.” 

CalTanak  had  gone  to  his  nephew’s  houfe  to 
put  off  his  robe  and  his  cap,  and  fotind  him 
delivering  fruit  to  the  caliph’s  provider,  to  thofe 
of  the  vizir,  and  of  the  principal  emirs  :  But,  as 
he  did  not  find  himfelf  any  longer  necefiary 
there,  he  haftened  to  his  friend  the  geomancer. 
This  is  all’  that  remains  for  you  to  perform, 
iafd  the  learned  man  to  him ;  your  nephew’s 
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fhop  is  at  prefent  well  frequented  ;  but  we  can** 
not  afford  to  purchafe  any  more  fruit  from  Na- 
rilha,  who  fells  them  greatly  above  their  value  : 
There  is  one  of  the  fineft  gardens  in  all  the 
the  environs  of  Bagdad  at  prefent  expofed  to 
fale  y  you  muff  go  immediately,  with  the  money 
in  your  hand,  and  conclude  a  bargain  for  it* 
It  will  only  coft  you  five  hundred  fequins,  with 
an  old  black  {lave,  and  four  beafts  of  burden, 
which  will  perform  great  exploits  for  you.  You 
will  find  there  an  excellent  gardener,  whom  it 
will  be  proper  to  keep  *,  and,  as  your  nephew 
will  no  longer  be  afiifted  by  the  invifible  hands 
who  both  brought  and  arranged  the  fruit,  you 
muff  provide  yourfeif  with  a  Have  ;  And  all  this 
muff  be  done  immediately. — But  where  ffiall  I 
get  thefe  fequins  ?  replied  Caffanak,  fince  I  am 
unable  to  return  you  tkofe  which  you  have  al¬ 
ready  lent  me.— You  owe  me  nothing,  replied 
the  geomancer  *,  the  treafure  which  is  to  furnifli 
you  with  fix  hundred  fequins  hath  already  re- 
imburfed  me,  I  mean  that  of  the  ftep-mother. 
She  is  poffeffed  of  more  than  twelve  hundred 
pieces  of  gold,  the  half  of  which  fhe  has  fto* 
len  from  Dalhuc  fince  he  had  tfie  misfortune 
to  marry  her  ;  all  that  belongs  to  your  nephew; 
and  we  muff  teach  his  father  the  method  of 
getting  the  remainder  into  his  poffeffion.  The 
fequins,  which  you  have  given  this  woman  by 
F  f  2  my 
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my  hands  were  flrft  ftolen  by  her,  but  have 
Ance  made  their  efcape ;  for,  no  fooner  had  flic 
fliut  them  up  in  her  repofitory,  than  they  left  it, 
in  company  with  many  others,  and  placed  them- 
lelves  in  my  coffer.  If  I  chofe,  not  one  of 
them  would  remain  in  her  concealment  \  but  I, 
only  ivifh  to  take  from  it  what  Dalhuc  ought 
to  have  given  his  fon  to  fettle  him  in  life.  There 
is  the  gold,  my  dear  CafFaoak ;  go  and  conclude 
your  bargain.  To  morrow,  for  the  laft  time, 
you  'mil ft  return  to  the  fruit-woman  :  It  is  ne- 
teflary  to  Jkeep  up  the  illuflon  tvith  her  and  her 
fon  till  you  have  concluded  your  nephew’s 
marriage  with  the  barber’s  daughter  \  and  all 
that  may  be  done  to  morrow,  in  the  manner  I 
fliall  point  out. 

'While  theie  two  friends  were  taking  their 
mealures  together,  the  barber  was  taking  a  ftep 
extremely  favourable  to  their  Views.  He  had 
come  to  an  explanation  with  Narilha.  w  What 
fort  of  behaviour  i$  this  of  Badur  ?”  faid  he  to 
her ;  "  he  has  got  himfelf  fhaved  and  Combed 
in  the  mofl  ridiculous  mahner  :  Have  you  made 
him  tnad,  or  have  you  caufed  ^him  to  be  cir- 
eumcifed  ?  He  always  difplays  a  large  ftofegay 
of  flowers,  but  never  leaves  a  Angle  one  of 
them  to  my  daughter  :  I  fee  him  at  your  feet : 
ArC  you  become  his  Mol  ?  For  he  is  fo  flupid^ 
that  you  may  turn  him  whatever  Way  yea 
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pleafe.  I  will  not  have  a  madman  for  my  ion-' 
in-law  ;  and  fhould  mine,  for  the  want  of  good 
fenfe,  Hand  in  need  of  direction,  I  expe£l]no  wo¬ 
man  will  interfere  with  him  except  his  own 
wife.”  The  barber,  uttering  thefe  words  with 
that  volubility  which  is  peculiar  to  people  of  his 
profeffion,  perceived  that  Narilha  reddened,  and 
was  become  furious  with  anger  ;  he  therefore 
thought  it  a  good  opportunity  for  bringing  the 
matter  to  a  condulion.  Do  you  underhand 
me*  Madam  ?  faid  he,  advancing  two  heps  : 
—Do  I  underhand  you  ?  Devil’s  barber  f  in- 
fblent  Jew  !  if  you  wilh  for  fools  to  govern* 
choofe  them  on  your  own  model.  Keep  your 
baftard  of  a  daughter  to  yourself  >  my  fon  is 
not  for  her :  You  are  people  with  whom  we* 
would  bluih  to  have  any  connexion  whatever.. 
—You  will  return  me  my  word  of  promife,  re¬ 
plied  the  barber,  endeavouring  to  reftrain  hiUi- 
ielf  ;  I.  will  be  much  obliged  to  you,  and  ihall 
engage  it  no  more.  But  it  will  foon  be  two 
years  lince  your  hufband  and  ion  frequented  rpy 
£hop  without  ever  having  left  a  iingle  penny. 
I  muft  at  lead  have  handfoine  prefents  for  my  ap¬ 
prentices. — Ah  !  Who  has  refilled  you  your  wa¬ 
ges  and  your  handfome  prefents  ?  repliedthe  fruit 
feller;  not  a  Iingle  workman  in  Bagdad  can. 
complain  of  us.  Hold,  added  fhe,  throwing  lix. 
fequins  with  great  difdainupon  the  table,  there  is 
for  the  mailer  barber  and  his  boys;  for  one  could 
F  f  3  ftarcely 
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fcarcely  paytoo  dear  to  get  rid  of  them  5  get 
out  immediately.  At  the  fight  of  the  gold/  the 
barber  opened  his  eyes  very  wide.  **  This  wo¬ 
man  is  evidently  mad,”  faid  he  to  himfelf ;  “  ihe 
throws  her  gold  at  my  head  ;  and,  fhould  I 
think  of  contradifling  her  again,  {lie  might 
throw  fgmething  m°ro  deadly  at  me<  Let  us  be 
going  with  it.”  Saying  this,  he  turned  himfelf 
very  brifkly,  and  haflened  out  of  thefhop. 

As  the  barber  Was  returning  home,  he  met 
CafTanak,  who  had  juft  taken  poffefiion  of  the 
garden*  and  arranged  every  thing  for  lecuring 
the  fuccefs  of  his  nephew’s  bufmefs  •,  and,  hi* 
head  being  ft  ill  filled  with  his  adventure,  he 
flops  CafTanak  ;  “  .Have  you,”  fays  he,  “  any 
connection  with  Dalhuc,  your  ancient  brother^ 
in-law  ?” — None,  fince,  at  the  inftigation  of  his 
wicked  wife,  he  banifhed  from  his  houfe  my 
dear  nephew,  who  really  deferves  the  tender  af¬ 
fection  I  feel  for  1x3  nv — "Do  you  know,”  ad¬ 
ded  the  barber,  "  that  the  woman  you  are 
fpeaking  of  is  completely  mad.”— I  have  known 
that  for  a  cojdi durable  time';  indeed  fhe  never 
was  wife  ;  but  it  Is  true  that  fhe  has  had  a  violent 
fit,  which  has  bafiifhed  from  her  ihop  all  the 
cuflomers  whom  fhe  had  had  the  addrefs  to 
dmwito  it :  I  have  availed  myfelf  of  this  for  the 
eftablj  foment  of  my  nephew,  who  will  foon,  I 
hope,  he  in  a  more  $ourifolng  condition  than 
,  oT  his 
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his  father.  At  prefent,  he  poffeffes  that  fhop^ 
which  is  in  the  corner  of  the  fquare,  to  whkh 
air  the  cuftomers  of  Narilha  now  repair.  They 
appear  delighted  with  my  nephew,  who  is  by  far 
the  fineft  young  man  in  Bagdad. — But,  if  youfr 
nephew  is  obliged  to  pUr  chafe  fruits  in  order  to 
fell  them  again,  he  will  not  make  much  of  the 
bufinefs. — My  nephew  fells  only  fruit  of  his- 
own  growth.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  one  of 
the  beft  gardens  in  Our  neighbourhood  ;  here 
is  the  contract  of  the  bargain,  and  his  difcharge. 
This  poor  young  man  is  Very  engaging,  and  has 
found  friends  ;  every  perfon  is  eager  to  contri— c 
bute  to  his  little  profits  •,  he  wants  nothing  now 
but  a  wife  to  affift  him  *,  for,  alone  as  he  is  at 
prefent,  and  his  bufmefs  increafing  every  day, 
he  needs  fome  perfon  to  attend  to  his  affairs. 
—I  once  obferved,  faid  the  barber,  that  he 
had  a  liking  for  my  daughter ;  to  whom  he  was 
by  no  means  difagreeable,  and,  for  my  own  part, 

I  loved  him  fincerely  Dalhuc  would  have  been 
very  well  pleafed  with  this  match,  but  hi9  wife 
would  not  part  with  a  fequin  You  are  a  fa¬ 
ther,  and  you  know,  as  well  as  I,  that  our  fird: 
care  is  to  provide  for  our  children  :  I  am  un¬ 
der  no  engagement ;  ybur  nephew  is  eftablifhed 
in  life  j  and,  ifhewifhes  my  daughter’s  hand, 
he  fhall  have  it.— -I  accept  it  for  him,  replied 
Caffanak,  holding  out  his  hand  to  the  barber* 

To 
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To  morrow,  before  noon,  I  will  go  to  Dalhuc, 
and  communicate  our  intentions  to  him  j  and  1 
have  fuch  irfformation  to  give  him  as^  will 
bring  him  to  agree  to  all  our  wifhes :  I  will 
tl>en  bring  him  with  me  to  the  city-,  we  will 
call  on  .  the  cadi,  as  we  pafs,  the  ceremony  fhali 
be  inftantly  performed,  and  the  nuptials  cele¬ 
brated  in  the  evening.  Narilha  fhall  not  hear 
pf  it  till  All  is  over,  and  her  oppofltion  ufelefs. 

The  barber  returned  home  fo  full  of  joy 
that  he  could  with  difficulty  retrain  himfelf. 
The  powerful  principle  of  gold  had  alone  deter¬ 
mined  him  to  marry  his  daughter  to  the  ftupid 
Badur  5  but  the  hufband  now  propofed  ap¬ 
peared  to  po  fiefs  fuperior  advantages.  He  in¬ 
formed  his  daughter  of  it,  aud  flie  felt  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  deciding  in  favour  of  her  former  lover* 

While  they  were  fettling  this  marriage,  the. 
ftrangeft  chimeras  were  floating  in  the  heads  of 
Narilha  and  of  her  fon.  Both  of  them  were 
delighted  at  having  entirely  broke  off  the 
treaty  with  the  barber.  Common  people  1 
Mere  mob  !  faid  the  mother — Oh  !  I  am  no 
more  of  this  fort,  faid  Badur and  I  really  ex- 
pe&  they  will  not  now  laugh  in  my  face  as 
they  formerly  did.  Then  each  of  them  afide. 
indulged  their  own  dreams,  according  to  their 
capacity. 

Ah  1  faid  Narilha  to  herfelf,  though  I  did 

nothing 
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nothing  but  fell  every  day  my  own  fruit,  and 
that  of  others,  at  fucli  a  price,  I  fhould  fcon 
fill  my  little  coffer !  I  fhould  be  obliged  to 
get  a  ftrong-box. — But  where  would  I  conceal 
it  ?  We  will  not  flay  always  In  this  houfe/,  and, 
befides,  we  (hall  have  more  room.  When  it 
fhall  be  perceived  in  Bagdad  that  my  fruit  dif- 
appears,  without  any  perfon  in  the  town  having 
bought  it,  people  muft  neceffarily  expect  fome 
myflery.  I  would  do  well  to  be  filent  refpec- 
ting  my  good  fortune  *,  but,  in  fpite  of  me,  it 
will  be  known  that  I  am  fruit-feller  general  to 
the  Ikies. — It  is  a  moft  honourable  office  !  I 
ihall  lodge  in  a  fine  palace ;  and,  in  place  of 
difplaying  my  fruit  under  a  tent,  and  before  my 
door,  I  will  range  them  in  pyramids  betwixt  the 
pillars  of  the  periftyle  of  my  palace.  Already  I 
fee  all  thefe  fine  fruits  raifed  to  the  roofs. — 
Oh  !  The  beautiful  view  !  The  proud  pyra¬ 
mids  !  Never  were  more  magnificent  ones  form¬ 
ed,  of  fapphires,  of  emeralds,  of  topazes,  or  of 
rubies  I  Certainly  the  caliph  will  wifh  to  enjoy 
this  fpe£lacle ;  he  will  bring  his  favourites  hi¬ 
ther  j  and  they  will  confider  themfelves  as  ex¬ 
tremely  happy  in  receiving  from  my  hand  the 
fruits  which  were  intended  for  the  liars. — No 
body  will  be  mentioned  any  where  but  the  fruit- 
feller  of  heaven :  AH  thofe  of  Damas  will  be¬ 
come  jealous  of  ha* ;  and  then  it  will  be  known 

that 
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that  my  Ton  has  married  the  morning-liar  : — 
And,  as  the  liars  have  an  influence  on  the  lot  of 
every  individual,  all  the  grandees  of  the  king¬ 
dom  will  pay  their  court  to  me ;  perhaps,  there 
may  even  be  kings  in  the  crowd  ;  for,  powerful 
as  they  are,  they  are  feldom  content  with  their 
condition. — I  will  make  my  own  terms  with 
them  ;  and,  as  it  would  be  humiliating  for  me 
to  remain  the  wife  of  a  potter,  I  will  procure 
for  him  an  honourable  office.— He  has  hardly 
any  knowledge ;  but,  with  a  little  pride,  he 
will  make  as  good  a  figure  as  another. — Ah  \ 
in  a  fliort  time,  I  mull  become  the  wife  of  an 
emir.— In  my  way  to  the  palace,  I  lhall  meet 
this  provider  who  forgot  the  refpefl  due  to 
me :  I  will  draw  up  the  curtains  of  my  litter, 
and,  with  a  difdainful  look,  will  punilh  him 
for  his  infolence.  He  lhall  know  the  diftance 
there  is  betwixt  the  provider  of  a  caliph  and 
the  fruit-feller  general  of  the  firmament ;  for, 
even  when  I  lhall  be  the  wife  of  an  emir,  I  will 
Hill  preferve  the  cullom  of  heavetl ;  it  is  fo  plea- 
fant  to  take  the  money  which  falls  from  it.— As 
to  my  fon,  his  wife  will  afliiredly  make  him  a 
prince;  perhaps  flie  may  make  him  king  of  feme 
place  1  He  has  not  much  under  Handing ;  but  his 
minifters  will  have  it  for  him — Such  was  the 
Arain  of  Narilha’s  fancy.  “Tomorrow,”  faid 
Badur,  on  his  part,  “  I  ijiall  have  myfelf  fhaved 
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again,  for  I  am  greatly  the  better. — Here  am  I, 
the  lover  of  a  ftar !  But  love  is  certainly  fome- 
thing  very  extraordinary ;  for  I  am  in  love,  yet 
I  don’t  feel  it  j  that  muft  necefTarily  come,  how¬ 
ever.-— But  how  fhall  I  get  near  the  object  of 
my  affection  ?  Will  ihe  defcend,  or  muft  I 
afcend  to  her  ?  I  have  feen  melons  go  up  into  the 
air  ;  and,  had  they  been  large  gourds,  it  would 
have  been  all  one  l— I  will  difappear  like  a 
gourd.  But,  my  mother  told  me  that  I  ought 
to  fay  fweet  things  to  the  barber’s  daughter  if 
I  married  her  *.  Now,  What  {hall  I  fay  to  my 
for!— You  are  very  round,  very  white,  and 
very  brilliant  I — I  believe  this  will  do  pretty 
well, _ In  every  cafe,  I  can  confult  the  Arme¬ 

nian  gentleman,  who  hath  fpoken  to  me  of 
$  language  without  vowels  *,  I  will  beg  of 
him  [to  teach  me  what  I  ought  to  fay,  and 
to  direct  my  conduct,  for  he  is  better  acquaint¬ 
ed  than  I  with  the  cuftoms  of  the  ftars.” 
Night  defcended,  while  Badur  was  indulging 
thefe  extravagant  ideas  *,  and  the  heaven  was 
befpangled  with  ftars,  every  one  more  brilliant 
than  another. — Where,  then,  is  mine  ?  faid  the 
ridiculous  lover.  The  more  I  fearch,  I  am  the 
lefs  able  to  diftingufth.— But,  ftnce  they  are  faid 
to  be  fond  of  good  humour,  I  am  going  to 
laugh  to  them  all ;  and  mine  will  know  that, 
when  I  laugb,  I  do  it  to  pleafe  her.  With 
this,  he  fet  up  forced  laughs,  and  was  anfwered 
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by  a  full  chorus  of  the  beafts  of  burden  which 
Dalhuc  had  put  into  the  ftable.  Vaftly  well, 
Badur !  faid  his  ftep-father  to  him  *,  you  are 
cheering  my  poor  beafts,  who  are  extremely  fa¬ 
tigued  ;  it  will  do  them  good. 

But  next  day  was  to  unravel  all  thefe  adven¬ 
tures.  The  fruit-feller,  better  provided  than 
ufual,  expected  with  great  impatience  the  provi¬ 
der  of  the  Ikies.  At  length  he  arrived  j  and 
ihe  fold  him  the  fruit  at  a  higher  price,  and 
was  more  genteelly  paid  for  k  than  on  the  for¬ 
mer  days.  She  feemed  to  triumph  before¬ 
hand  in  the  riches  fhe  promifed  lierfelf,  and 
endeavoured  to  imitate  the  airs  and  graces  of 
high  life :  The  Armenian  perceived  this,  and 
appeared  to  be  highly  amufed  with  it ;  but,  at 
die  fame  time,  was  bufy  in  difpatching  the 
fruit.  The  foolifh  Badur  attempted  to  throw" 
fome  pomegranates  into  the  air,  and,  obferving 
that  they  did  not  fall  back  again,  began  to 
think  he  had  intercourfe  with  heaven,  and 
continued  the  work  till  he  was  all  over  m  a 
fweat :  “  Courage  I  Courage  my  friend !”  faid 
the  Armenian  to  him  *,  “  fo  fur  as  I  fee,  your 
fervices  are  becoming  more  and  more  agree¬ 
able.” — u  Do  you  think  fo  ?” — “  Do  I  think 
fo!  You  are,  without  fufpe&ing  it,  the  hap- 
pieft  of  mortals ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  you  will 
hfrve  a  proof  of  it.*’— «  I  fhould  be  glad  to 

know, 
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know”  faid  Badur,  «  how  that  happmefs  cart 
be  procured ;  for  it  appears  to  me  that  I  could 

hold  my  miftrefs  in  the  hollow  of  my  hand  !” _ 

“  You  are  deceived  by  the  diftance,”  replied 
the  Armenian,  «  {he  is  as  large  as  you.”— 
«  But,  taking  that  for  granted,  {he  muft  be 
all  face  like  the  moon.”— «  No,  no-:  She  has 
arms,  hands,  legs,  and  feet,  *  as  well  as  you : 
It  is  juft  as  if  you  faw  a  young  beautiful  per- 
{bn  during  the  night  with  a  large  glow-worm 
on  the  top  of  her  nofegay.”— “  Ah  \  I  under- 
ftand  5  my  wife  has  only  to  take  off  her  cap  to 
he  exa&Iy  like  another  woman  ;  arid  I  have 
only  to  put  a  glow-worm  on  mine,  to  become, 
in  my  turn,  a  ftar*”— «  Your  conjectures  re- 
fpeCting  the  heavens  are  as  juft  as  if  you  had 
been  there.”—"  A  thought  ftrikes  me,  how. 
ever,”  added  Badur;  «  when  I  ihall  be  in  the 
air,  how  {hall  I  walk  there  “  With  much 
greater  eafe  than  on  the  *arth,”  replied  the 
Armenian  5  "  the  roads  there  are  far  more 
beaten  Then,  turning  towards  Narilha, 

\\  ell,  Madam  f  You  {ee  the  prugre/s  of 
your  fon :  He  has  learned  more  in  one  mo¬ 
ment  than  the  molt  renowned  aftrologers 
who  have  loft  their  fight  in  obfervinc  the 
ftars  ” 

Although  Narilha  was  not  deftitute  of  urt- 
derftandingj  {he  was  ncverthefcfs  very  igno- 
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tant,  and  endeavoured  to  render  herfelf  ftill 
more  fo  refpe&ing  her  Ton.  Deceived  by  the 
converfation  of  the  Armenian,  flie  allowed 
herfelf  to  be  perfuaded  that  Badiir  had  talked 
very  rationally  •,  and  flattered  herfelf  with  the 
hopes  of  feeing  his  underftanding  unfold  very 
rapidly :  In  her  turn,  flie  wifhed  to  exprefs 
lome  curioflty  refpefting  the  inhabitants  of  hea¬ 
ven  :  u  Are  they  well  dreifed,  Sir  ?”  faid  ihe 
to  CafTanak.— u  Their  garments,”  replied  he, 
Ki  refemble  the  moll:  agreeable  vapours :  One 
Would  think  they  were  fprinkled  with  the  pow¬ 
der  of  Thamarena,  which,  added  to  the  de¬ 
licious  and  natural  odour  of  their  bodies,  gives 
a  fenfation,  when  you  approach  them,  which 
l  cannot  better  compare  than  to  that  of  a 
nofegay  compofed  of  rofes,  jonquils,  and  blof- 
foms  of  the  orange.”  i(  Oh !  how  fine  for 
me,”  faid  Badur ;  “  I  am  fond  of  flowers  to 
diftraftion,  and  would  always  have  my  nofe  at 
a  nofegay.  Ah!  when  flialll  enjoy  thefe  de¬ 
licious  perfumes  u  This  very  night  if  you 
pleafe,”  replied  the  Armenian  5  “  go  without 
the  city  of  Bagdad,  and  lie  down  in  your  fa¬ 
ther’s  garden  ;  and  towards  eleven  o’clock  your 
jniftrefs  is  to  bathe  in  the  beautiful  canal  which 
is  formed  by  the  river  along  your  terrace;  un- 
drefs  yourfelf,  fwim  after  your  charming  itar, 
and  carefs  (but  very  gently,  and  with  great  dis¬ 
cretion) 
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cretion)  the  water  in  which  you  fee  her ;  for, 
if  you  go  rudely  to  work,  you  may  make  the 
glow-worm  drop,  and  the  lady  will  make  her 
efcape.  Puriue  her  to  the  very  end  of  the  ca¬ 
nal*,  and,  as  foon  as  you  {hall  have  reached 
this,  put  your  foot  upon  the  ground,  and  you 
will  find  her  fpring  upon  the  fand  as  nimbly  as 
yourfelf.  As  to  the  reft,  my  dear  Badur,  I 
have  no  farther  inftru&ions  to  give  you.  It  is 
fufficient  for  you  to  know,  that,  in  order  to 
marry  her  immediately,  you  have  no  need  ei¬ 
ther  of  a  cadi  or  of  witnefles,  for  the  ladies  of 
heaven  are  void  of  ceremony.” — “  So  much 
money  faved !”  faid  Badur  5  “  this  will  be  as 
much  as  I  fhall  fpend  in  getting  my  beard  fha- 
ved  to-morrow.  But  who  will  {hew  me  my 
ftar  amidft  all  the  reft  ?” — “  Your  gardener : 
Tell  him  to  fhew  you  the  morning-ftar  in  the 
Euphrates,  and  he  will  fhow  you  it  immediate¬ 
ly ;  for  it  is  not  in  heaven  that  he  muft  feek 
for  it.”  After  this,  Caflanak  took  his  leave  of 
the  mother  and  fon,  promifing  to  return  next 
day. 

When  he  had  gone  out,  Narilha,  reflecting 
on  what  (he  had  juft  heard,  appeared  greatly 
aftoniflied  at  it;  but  {he  was  Comforted  by  the 
gold  which  fhe  held  in  her  hand,  and  ihe  went 
to  lock  it  up  in  her  coffer :  In  proportion  as 
this  was  filled,  her  head  grew  empty,  and  her 
G  g  2  reafon 
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reafon  vanifhed  5  and  fhe  agreed  that  her  for* 
fhoald  profecute  his  intrigue  in  the  Euphrates. 

While,  in  this  manner,  they  were  occupied 
with  the  ridiculous  means  of  advancing  their 
fortune,  Caflanak  had  gone  to  his  brother-in- 
law,  whom  he  found  in  the  garden  employed 
in  gathering  fruit.  He  found  hipa  prejudiced 
againft  his  fon  Il-Dalhuc.  But,  when  he  was 
informed  of  the  excellent  eftablifhment  which 
his  good  beh  vviour  had  procured  him,  when 
he  faw  the  contract  for  the  garden  he  had  pur- 
chafed,  and  his  difcharge,  he  was  obliged  to 
confefs  that  he  had  been  deceived  refpe&ing 
h.is  fon  by  JSTarilha.  A.t  the  fame  time,  he 
learned  that  the  barber,  his  old  friend,  had 
broken  his  engagements  with  his  wife,  that  he 
was  inclined  to  give  his  daughter  to  Il-Dalhuc, 
and  that  they  only  waited  for  him  to  draw  up 
the  contrail :  He  was  delighted  with  this  infor¬ 
mation;  and,  entrufling  to  his  gardener  the 
care  of  gathering  the  fruit,  he  departed  imme¬ 
diately  with  CafTanak  to  the  cadi’s  houfe. 

As  they  walked  along,  he  learned  many  o- 
ther  circumflances.  He  was  informed  that  his 
wife  had  a  treafure  which  fhe  concealed  from 
him  ;  that  it  was  the  product  of  what  fhe  had 
ftolen  from  him,  and  that  die  frill  defrauded 
%  him  every  day ;  that  fhe  had,  in  the  fpace  of 
three  days,  fold  fruit  to  an  Armenian  for  more 

than 


ARABIAN  TALES 


353 


thin  one  hundred  and  fifty  fequins  *,  and  that 
fhe  had  fallen  Out  with  all  the  providers  in 
Bagdad,  who  had  fortunately  found  every  thing 
which  they  wanted  in  the  fhop  of  Il-DalhuC, 
who  had  drawn  all  her  customers  to  him,  and 
that  therefore  there  was  nothing  loft  to  the  fa¬ 
mily.  Confider,  my  dear  Dalhuc,  added  hb 
brother-in-law,  how  this  woman  abufes  you? 
confidence !  She  conceals  every  thing  from 
you,  and  opprefies  you  with  labour,  in  order 
to  accumulate  a  treafure  which  fhe  wifhes  to 
enjoy  alone  :  I  know  the  place  where  it  is  con¬ 
cealed,  and  we  might  eafily  make  ourfelves  ma¬ 
ilers  of  it.  After  that,  you  muft  feparate  from 
this  guilty  woman,  and  divorce  her  before  the 
cadi:  You  will  find  in  her  concealment  four  times 
as  much  motley  as  will  fuffice  to  pay  her  back 
the  dowry  you  have  received  5  and,  as  fhe  pre¬ 
tended  to  come  to  you  when  it  was  dark,  you 
muft  alfo  fend  her  away  in  darknefs. 

Dalhuc  wa$  at  firft  rendered  furious  againft 
Narilha  by  thefe  explanations  *,  but  it  required 
them  all  to  undeceive  him.  They  arrived  at 
the  cadi’s  houfe ;  and  from  thence  they  went 
to  the  barber’s,  where  the  marriage  was  cele- 
brated  with  emotions  of  the  pureft  joy  and  un¬ 
alterable  happinefs. 

Meanwhile,  however,  Narilha  was  the  vie-- 
tim  of  uneafinefs.  Night  had  come  on  ;  Ba* 
G  g  3  due 
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dur  had  gone  to  the  place  of  meeting*  and 
Dalhuc  was  not  arrived  with  his  fruit.  What 
could  have  happened  to  him?  If  fruits  were 
wanting  to-morrow,  how  could  Jhe  provide  for 
the  neceifities  of  the  ftars  ?  At  length,  at  the 
very  moment  when  the  gates  of  the  city  were 
tp  be  fhut,  Dalhuc’s  gardener  arrived  with  hal£ 
a  load  of  fruit,  and  reported  that  his  mafter 
had  departed  at  ten  in  the  morning  with  a  man 
who  pame  for  him.  What  muft  Narilha  do* 
who  had  not  even  her  fon  with  her,  whom  ihe 
might  fend  through  Bagdad,  to  coheft  at  leaft 
what  fruit  remained  fince  the  day  before  ?  In 
her  own  opinion,  ihe  was  qxpofed  to  the  total 
ruin  of  her  fortune,.  Alas !  What  a  ftorm  is 
about  to  bur  ft  on  poor  Dalhuc  f  “  Yes,”  faid 
fhe,  “  at  whatever  hour  he  ihall  return,  he 
muft  go  inftantly  and  procure  fruit ;  if  there 
are  none  in  Bagdad,  the  gates  of  which  are 
now  fhut,  I  will  make  him  leap  over  the  walls,, 
rather  than  want  a  iingle  day’s  provilion  for  the 
ftars.”  Night  had  already  completed  half  her 
courfe,  when,  in  the  middle  of  this  extrava¬ 
gant  woman’s  agitation,  Dalhuc  knocked  at  his 
door,  not  like  a  man  who  dreaded  reproaches 
for  his  delay,  but,  for  the  fir  ft  time  in  his  life, 
as  mafter  of  his  own  houfe.  “  He  is  drunk, 
without  any  doubt  1  faid  Narilha  *  but  dear 
ihall  he  pay  for  his  debauch  P*  At  the  fame 
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time  {he  opened  the  door,  pouring  out  a  tor¬ 
rent  of  abufe.  “Drunken  wretch!”  faid  {he  to 
him,  “  you  would  reduce  us  to  mifery  ?  What 
have  you  been  about  ?  Whence  come  you  ?  Do 
you  thus  abandon  your  wife  and  your  child 
to  indulge  in  your  vices  ?  I  will  complain  to 
the  cadi ;  he  {hall  do  me  juftice  on  you,  you 
infamous  debauchee !  Think  you  then  that  I 
will  allow  you  leifure  to  {Jeep  yourfelf  fober 
till  once  the  fhop  be  furnilhed  with  fruits  for 
to-morrow  ?  I  know  not  what  keeps  me  from 
breaking  your  arms  and  legs.”  Dalhuc  was 
fomewhat  fharpened  by  wane ;  but  he  had  been 
taught  his  leflon  fo  perfectly  by  Caflanak  and 
the  barber,  that,  armed  with  a  large  flick,  and 
determined  to  repel  violence  by  force,  he  had 
neverthelefs  the  prefence  of  mind  not  to  com¬ 
mit  any.  Mad  Woman  !  faid  he,  fit  down,  and 
recover  your  fenfes.  We  owe  to  one  another 
an  ex  aft  account  of  our  conduct.  And  here  is 
mine. 

u  Yefterday  I  was  in  my  garden,  when  my 
good-brother  Caflanak  came  there  in  fearch  of 
me,  and  to  inform  me  that  my  friend  the  bar¬ 
ber  was  giving  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  H- 
Dalhuc  my  fon  •,  and  that  I  behoved  to  come 
immediately  for  the  contrafl  and  the  nuptials. 
AH  this  is  now  done,  and  I  have  juft  left 
them.”— “  And  haft  thou  the  effrontery  to  tell 
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me”  replied  Narilha,  « that  thott  haft  left  my 
buflnefs  to  marry  thy  ideot  of  a  fon  to  the 
daughter  of  an  impertinent  fellow,  who  yefter- 
day  came  here,  and  infulted  both  my  fon  and 
myfelf  “  Softly,  the  barber  is  a  friend  of 
mine,  and  not  more  impertinent  than  another  ; 
and,  if  there  be  an  ideot  here,  your  fon  is  the 
only  perfon  I  Ihould  fufpeft  of  being  fuch.” — 
The  coolnefs  and  fteadinefs  of  Dalhuc  fo  much 
aftonifhed  Narilha,  that,  tempted  to  revenge 
herfelf  for  the  mfult  Ihe  thought  Ihe  had  re¬ 
ceived,  fhe  felt  a  delire  to  ufe  the  moft  violent 
means;  but  fhe  had  neither  weapons  nor  refo- 
iution^  her  feeble  rage  was  foon  converted  in¬ 
to  defpair  ;  fhe  rolled  along  the  ground,  wring¬ 
ing  her  hands,  let  up  dreadful  lhrieks,  and,  at 
laft,  melted  into  tears,  and  fwooned  away. 

Dalhuc  had  been  prepared  for  this,;  every 
thing  was  indifferent  to  him,  provided  the  fe- 
quins  did  not  efcape  from  his  hands,  and  that 
they  enabled  him  to  rid  himfelf  of  a  woman 
whom  he  had  found  to  be  falfe.  He  did  not 
go  to  bed,  but  waited  quietly  the  end  of  the 
crilis.  The  hours  palled  away,  and  day  appear¬ 
ed:  Narilha,  fomewhat  recovered  from  her 
fwoon,  watched  the  moment  of  her  hufband’s 
compallion  and  weaknefs,  in  order  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  it ;  but  Ihe  waited  for  it  in  vain- 
Dalhuc,  feated  oppofite  to  her,  and  his  chin 
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leaning  upon  his  flick,  maintained  his  tranqui¬ 
lity.  “  That  man,”  faid  fhe  within  lierfdf, 
“  is  very  fuddenly  changed.  Caflanak,  and 
the  curfed  .barber,  have  rendered  him,  inflex¬ 
ible  !  How  fhall  I  avenge  myfelf  ?  How  fhall  I 
bring  back  my  hufband  ?  But,  rather,  how 
fhall  I  receive  the  provider  of  the  flars  here, 
with  whom  I  muft  fpeak  privately.  He  only 
could  oblige  me ;  he  has  fuch  powerful  friends, 
that  he  could  eafily  rid  mo  of  fome  people  who 
wifh  to  get  rid  of  me !  Let  me  put  on  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  fweetnefs,  and  endeavour  to  remove 
my  hufband  from  this  place.  "  You  muft  be 
fatigued,  my  good  friend,”  faid  fhe,  with  the 
moft  honeyed  accents,  “  and  I  am  afraid  of 
your  falling  ill ;  go  to  bed,  if  you  pleafe.  As 
for  me,  I  muft  put  the  little  fruit  we  have  in 
as  good  order  as  I  can.” — “  And  for  whom?” 
faid  Dalhuc :  u  I  know  that  you  have  not  a 
fingle  purchaier  in  Bagdad ;  for  you  have  dif- 
gufted  all  your  cuftomers.” — u  There  is  no 
great  lofs,”  replied  fhe;  “  I  have  fallen  into 
the  way  of  fitting  them  to  ftrangers,  who  pay 
handfomely ;”  fhewing  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
five  or  fix  fequins,  and  fome  fmall  coins. 
“  There  is  money  for  you,”  added  fhe ;  “  the 
houfe  hath  wanted  nothing,  and  my  fruits 
have  been  fold.” 
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Dalhuc  was  not  a  little  furprifed  to  fee  his 
wife  fhow  this  money,  as  it  was  the  firft  time  flic 
had  ever  thought  of  doing  fo,  all  which  {he 
had  received  being  con  ftantly  fuppofed  to  have 
been  fpent  before  hand.  But  he  was  warned 
of  this,  and  perceived  at  once  the  fnare  and  the 
fraud.  He  did  not  take  the  fequins,  but  calm¬ 
ly  remained  in  his  feat,  looking  at  Narilha,  who, 
forcing  herfelf  to  weep,  arranged  as  well  as  llie 
could  the  fruits  which  the  gardener  had 
brought.  u  Are  not  you  going  to  bed,  my 
dear,  you  will  do  yourfelf  ill.” — “  No,”  re¬ 
plied  he  “  I  have  no  need  of  reft.”— w  But,  in  that 
cafe,”  faid  Ihe,  M  inftead  of  remaining  here,  yoa 
would  do  better  to  go  and  fearch  for  an  affort- 
ment  of  fruit  for  us  in  fome  garden.  I  expert 
a  cuftOmer  whom  it  is  our  intereft  to  furrlifta 
with  the  beft  that  can  be  got  5  I  am  not  at  li¬ 
berty  to  tell  who  this  is,  but,  if  you  do  as  I 
bid  you,  I  will  let  you  know  at  your  return,” — • 
<(  I  would  rather  learn  it  from  the  cuftomer’s 
own  mouth,  and  leave  you  your  fecret.” — 
a  Shocking  fellow !”  muttered  Hferilha ;  u  he 
will  fpoil  the  whole  affair  :  Why  had  I  no  more 
than  fix  fequins  left  in  my  pocket  ?  He  would 
have  been  lefs  obftinate  if  he  had  feen  thirty 
or  forty.  Since  you  wont’,”  continued  {he, 
“  I  muft  take  the  baiket  myfelf,  and  go  in  queft 
of  fruit,” — «  No  j  I  don’t  wifh  you  to  go  out, 
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you  will  be  neceflary  in  affifting  me  to  receive 
the  company  who  will  be  here  immediately — - 
“  It  is  the  Armenian  whom  he  expects,”  con¬ 
tinued  the,  fpeaking  to  herfelf;  «  and  I  will 
not  have  time  to  inform  him  privately  of  all 

that  has  happened. - But  I  have  a  notion 

that  thofe  invifible  hands,  which  ferve  him  fo 
well,  are  able,  if  he  choofes,  to  free  us  from  this 
troublefome  fellow  who  withes  to  ruin  our  for¬ 
tune. — I  am  all  impatience — Little  prevents  me 
from  fcratching  out  his  eyes  ! — Let  me” — The 
fury  of  Narilha,  for  a  long  time  fupprelTed,  was 
about  to  become  dangerous  ;  but  the  fun  being 
already  confiderably  above  the  horizon,  the 
hour  of  bufinefs  was  near,  when  all  on  a  hid¬ 
den  a  violent  knocking  was  heard  at  the  door. 
“  Heavens !”  faid  fhe,  “  there  is  the  Armeni¬ 
an  !”  and  ran  haftily  to  meet  him ;  but  Dalhuc 
had  got  the  ftart  of  her,  and  opened  the  door 
himfel£ 

The  man  who  knocked  was  drefled  in  a  fa- 
ragi,  and  was  the  cad  iwho  had  drawn  up  the 
contract  of  marriage  betwixt  Caflanak’s  nepjiew 
and  the  barber’s  daughter.  He  was  not  alone  j 
the  uncle  CaiTanak  accompanied  him,  together 
with  fome  officers  of  juftice.  “  You  wilh  Dal¬ 
huc, ”  faid  the  cadi,  as  he  entered,  “  to  divorce 
youp  wife  ?  I  am  come  to  learn  the  reafons  of 
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it,  and,  fhould  I  judge  them  fufficiently  ftrong, 
to  give  a  formal  divorce  to  this  purpofe.” 

Sir !”  replied  Dalhuc,  “  I  married  this  wo¬ 
man  that  fhe  might  take  care  of  my  family,  and 
Stffiil  me  in  my  trade.  But,  by  coming  to  my 
houfe,  fhe  has  fpread  confufion  and  difturbance 
in  it,  by  railing  a  noife  againft  my  fon,  whom 
Hie  has  forced,  in  a  (late  of  abfolute  nakednefs, 
to  feek  fhelter  under  another  roof.  I  began  to 
fell  fruit,  which  promifed  to  be  a  lucrative 
trade  :  Not  contented,  however,  with  keeping 
back  the  profits  of  it,  fhe  has,  by  the  moil  diftin- 
guilhed  atts  of  madnefs,  banifhed  from  my 
fliop  all  thofe  for  whom  I  furnifhed  it,  prefer- 
ing  to  them  a  man  dropt  from  the  clouds.” — > 
“  Yes,  indeed,  fallen  from  the  clouds  !  He  is- 
Well  able  to  mount  up  to  them  again,  and  to 
treat  you  as  a  wicked  and  infolent  fellow ;  and, 
fince  I  am  forced  to  tell  every  thing,  I  will  be- 
feech  him  to  avenge  my  caufe  ;  he  will  not  re- 
fufe  it,  and  will  difcover  to  all  the  world  who 
he  is,  and  who  1  am. :” — “  Dp  you  hear  her.  Sir?” 
faid  Dalhuc. — «  Yes>”  replied  the  Cadi ;  “  her 
head  is  abfolutely  deranged :  In  this  point  of 
view,  I  (hall  confider  what  fhe  has  juft  faid  to 
fcreen  her  from  the  rigour  of  the  laws  j”  and  he 
was  beginning  to  dictate  the  fentence — “  Ah ! 
at  the  inftance  of  a  filly  fellow,  do  you  thus 
treat  the  fruit-feller  general  of  the  ftars  P  ex* 
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claimed  Narilha,  her  eyes  inflamed  with  anger: 
u  Ah  !  would  the  celeftial  provider  were  here,  or 
even  my  fon  ?  With  the  protection  of  the 
powerful  Aar  of  the  morning,  which  he  married 
this  laft  night,  I  fhould  convince  of  their  infig- 
nificance  all  thofe  who  have  dared  this  day  to 
treat  me  with  difrefpeCt.” — You  hear,  her,  Sir, 
repeated  Dalhuc. — Alas  !  I  do  hear  her,  replied 
the  Cadi*,  do  whatever  you  have  refolved upon; 
you  are  but  too  well  aethorifed ;  and  he  dicta¬ 
ted  the  fientence.  u  Ndrilha !  prvieHed  by  the 
M  provider  sf  the  Jlars  /”  faid  Dalhuc,  a  mother** 
“  in4uw  to  the  morning  far.  Be  gone ,  I  di- 
M<  t force  thee ,  once ,  twice,  thrice  During 
this  time,  the  bill  of  divorcement  was  preparing: 
Dalhuc  figned  it,  and  gave  it  to  the  divorced 
lady,  after  caufing  a  duplicate  of  it  to  be  written 
out.  This  was  a  very  prudent  precaution,  for 
fhe  tore  the  paper  into  a  thoufand  pieces. 
“  Now,”  laid  (he,  u  Where  is  my  dowry?  I 
imuft  have  it.  You  have  two  hundred  fequinte 
to  find  for  me,  otherwife  I  mfift  upon  having  the 
garden,  watered  with  the  fweat  of  my  brow,  ad¬ 
judged  td  me.” — <c  Now,”  faid  Dalhuc,  “  give 
me  an  account  of  my  fruit,  which,  for  tliefe 
three  days,  you  have  fold  to  a  ftranger”. — There 
it  is,  faid  flie,  throwing  fix  fequins  and  fome 
fmall  coins  in  his  face.  Caflanak  then  fpoke.  You 
have  not  given  an  eighth  part  of  the  money 
Vol.  II.  H  h  you 
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you  received.  I  myfelf  furnilhed  the  money, 
and  it  amounts  to  an  hundred  and  forty  fe- 
quins :  The  Armenian  of  Bagdad,  to  whom  I 
lent  them*  hath -given  me  his  robe  and  cap  in 
fecurityi  and  here  they  are.  At  this  declaration 
Narilha  became  fpeechlefs  *,  but  the  arrival  of 
Badur  completed  her  confuflcjn.  He  came,  dil- 
hgured  by  torrents  of  blood  running  down,  and 
concealing  more  than  half  his  face,  his  throat 
fwelled,  and  fuch  a  fuppreffion  of  the  voice, 
that  it  was  with -difficulty  he  could  be  heard  ; 
while  he  curfed  the  liars  with  all  his  heart. 
<f  Ah !”  faid  he,  “  If  ever  I  am  in  love  with 
them  again,  may  I  receive  three  times  as  many 
flrokes  of  the.  rod,  as  they  have  applied  to  me 
this  night.”— What  has  happened  you,  friend  ? 
aiked  the  Cadi.  If  any  perfon  has  beat  you,  I 
am  ready  to  do  you  juftice.-— Sir, !”  faid  Badur, 
“  punifh  the  liars  with  the  ballinado.  There 
is  one  of  them  who  Ihould  have  been  my  wife  ; 
I  fent  her  a  nofegay,  and  my  picture  in  a  pail  of 
water,  and  (he  made  me  go  to  the  Euphrates, 
where  it  was  extremely  cold.  I  loll  my  footing 
more  than  twenty  times,  marching  after  her, 
and  was  obliged  to  fwim  half  a  league ;  and, 
when  I  thought  Ihe  was  going  to  .  land  together 
with  me,  I  had  fcarcely  fet  my  foot  upon  the 
fand,  when  I  received  fome  blows  with  a  rod 
from  behind.  I  turned  round,  but  law  nobody; 

The 
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The  ftrokes  were  repeated:  I  turned  Tound 
again,  but  to  no  purpofe.  The  perfons  who  in* 
flirted  the  ftrokes  were  always  directly  at  my 
back;  I  therefore  fled,  and  was  purfued  by 
them,  ftriking  me  all  the  way  to  the  door  of 
the  garden.  Ah  !  I  love  the  gold  which  comes 
down  from  them  very  well1;  but,  he  may  court 
their  favours  who  will ;  I  have  been  in  a  fever 
the  whole  night.0 

The  pride  of  Narilha  was  completely  morti¬ 
fied  by  this  relation  :  She  pefceived  that  fhe  had 
been  played  upon,  and  now  faw  herfelf  com¬ 
pletely  detected.  The  Cadi  had  ordered  Seven¬ 
ty  fequins  to  be  told  down  upon  the  table,  and 
fhe  found  that  was  all  lhe  was  to  be  allowed  to* 
take  back  for  her  dowry.  “  At  leaft,”  faid  fhe, 
f<  I  fhall  be  permitted  to  carry  off  my  effe&s  ?” 
—Yes,  replied  the  Cadi ;  one  of  my  officers 
will  accompany  you,  together  with  Dalhuc  and 
Caffanak.  When  Narilha  perceived  that  it 
was  impoffible  for  her  to  carry  away  her  little 
concealment,  fhe  thought  of  depriving  Dalhnc 
of  it ;  and  collected  all  her  effe&s,  without  once 
looking  towards  the  place  where  her  gold  was 
concealed.  “  Sir,”  faid  fhe,  after  this,  to  the 
cadi,  “  when  I  was  Dalhuc^s  wife,  it  was  my 
duty  to  obey  him  ;  but,  now  that  I  am  divor¬ 
ced,  I  am  reinftated  in  my  rights.  He  had  for¬ 
bid  me  to  mention  his  having  found  a  treafure 
H  h  2  in 
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in  an  old  iron-pot,  which  is  ftill  to  be  found  in 
the  place  where  it  had  been  buried.  This  depo- 
fit  belongs  to  the  commander  of  the  faithful, 
and  my  religious  principles  do  not  allow  me  to 
diflemble  the  theft  which  was  intended  :  Be  fa 
good  as  follow  me,  Sir,  and  you  may  caufe  it  be 
carried  off.”— u  The  caliph  already  knows  of  this 
treafure*  replied  the  cadi,  and  thinks  it  right 
that  Dalhuc  fhould  take  poffeffion  of  it,  as  what 
was  in  reality  ffolen  from  him.”  Narilha  was 
rendered  entirely  frantic  by  this  reply  t  In  this 
fituation,  fhe  might  become  extremely  danger¬ 
ous*  and*  as  fhe  was  preparing  to  go  out, 
“  Where  are  you  going  ?”  faid  the  cadi  5  “you 
have  need  of  medicines,  and  (hall  be  conducted 
with  your  fon  to  a  place  where  every  thing  that 
is  neeeffary  yrill  be  adminiftered  to  you.”  Upon 
this,  the  retinue  of  the  cadi  dragged  her  out  of 
the  houfe,  together  with  her  fon  ;  and  Dalhue 
was  left  alone  with  Caffanak,  on  whom  he  be¬ 
llowed  new  exprefiions  of  his  gratitude. 

*c  This,”  faid UabU-Hafen,  a$  he  here  ended  his 
ftory,  is  all  that  I  have  learned  of  the  hiffory 
of  thi$  family.” 

r 

The  beautiful  Vafume  had  never  ceafed  to» 
finile  during  the  whole  q£  this  recital ;  the  gopdl 
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None  had,  at  different  times,  burft  out  into  vio¬ 
lent  fits  of  laughter  $  the  Schebandad  and  Ve- 
fum^s  father  had  appeared  pleafed;  and  the  ri¬ 
vals  of  him  who  related  the  tale  had  given  ligns 
of  uneafinefs;  all  waited,  in  filenee,  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  VafumC,  when  the  Schebandad  thusad- 
dreiTed  her:  u  My  dear  daughter V  laid  he, 
“  this  ftory  appeared  to  amufe  you.— “  Yes, 
father,”  every  body  feemed  to  be  pleafed  with 
if,  and  especially  my  nurfe  laughed  heartily.— 
Much  lefs  would  have  made  me  laugh,  replied 
Nantf.  I  have  liftened  attentively,  I  have  re¬ 
trained  a  great  many  circumftances,  and  am  in 
good  hopes  that  this  ftory  will  increafe  my 
Kttle  collection  :  But  I  doubt  I  Shall  not  be 
able  to  deliver  it  from  my  memory  in  as  agree¬ 
able  a  manner  as  it  has  entered  it.”- — Nay,  my 
dear  Nane,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  perfuaded 
that  you  will  do  it  great  juftice  in  the  telling; 
but  another  is  preparing  for  us,  which  v^ill 
perhaps  make  you  forget  it.— It  muft  poftefs  a 
great  many  excellencies  then,  faidNanC  :  Let 
us  liften,  for  I  am  impatient  to'  hear  it  begun. 
The  nurfe  was  filent;  and  the  fiecond  of  the 
three  coufins,  availing  himfelf  of  the  attention 
which  was  paid  to  him,  began  his  ftory. 
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*¥he  Prowefs  and  Death  of  Captain  Tranchemonf , 
and  of  his  brave  Companions .  Dolil  Hafet?  s  Story. 

0  aptajn  Tranche mont,  after  having  ramb¬ 
led  over  a  great  many  countries,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  world,  found  himfelf  in  Egypt,  in 
the  confines  of  the  mountainous  j>art  of  that 
kingdom  :  his  exceffive  voracity  could  fcarcely 
be  gratified;  and  the  horror  with  which  he  infpir- 
ed  every  body,  removed  from  him  every  thing 
neceffary  for  the  fupply  of  his  wants. 

As  he  was  one  day  traverfing  a  defart,  he 
was  accidentally  led  into  the  cave  of  a  dervife 
“  Holy  man  !”  faid  he  to  him,  “  you  fee  before 
you,  a  warrior,  who  is  dying  for  want  of  food, 
have  not  you  fome  hundreds  of  nuts  to  break  ?” 
— “  The  rats  have  excellent  teeth,  replied  the 
dervife,  without  riling  from  his  feat,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  to  meditate  on  his  book  ;  they  have  eat 
all  the  nuts  which  I  received  from  the  charity  of 
the  faithful,  and  have  left  me  nothing  but  the 
fhehs-  The  only  provifion  I  have  remaining  is 
that  bifeuit  of  the  Nile  which  you  fee  before 
my  door  :5>  And,  at  the  fame  time,  pointed  to 
a  hone  fix  feet  long,  and  about  three  feet 

-n  iT  '«V2  illi  r  v 

“  Dp  you  eat  that  ?  replied  Tranchemont 
2ooks!  you  are  not  delicate  in  your  tail!  el  know 
this  paftry,  the  pyramids  of  Egypt  are  built  of 
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it,  and  I  can  cat  at  your  expence.  This  morfel 
would  be  of  hard  digeftion  tp  any  other  ftp- 
machs  than  ours ;  fuffer  me  to  cut  a  dice  of  it.” 

At  the  fame  time  he  drew  his  fabre,  and  with 
one  ftroke  cut  off  a  dice  as  thick  as  three  leaves 
of  the  palm-tree  joined  together.  He  then 
broke  it  into  fmall  morfels,  chewed  it  betwixt 
his  teeth,  and  fwallowed  it.  “  What  a  fabre  ! 
What  arms  I  What  teeth !  faid  the  reclufe  to- 
himfelf  *,  my  furniture  is  pretty  folid  ;  yet  tliis 
man  could  unfumifh  my  cave  at  four  meals  ;  I 
muft  make  a  friend  of  him  1  Sir !  faid  he,  I  ad¬ 
mire  at  once  the  ftrength  and  dexterity  of  your 
arm  •,  and  find  you  pofiefs  a  very  extraordinary 
talent.  I  am  defirous  to  become  acquainted 
with  you,  and  hope  you  will  not  judge  me  un¬ 
worthy  of  that  honour :  Adventurers  are,  in 
general,  fufpetted ;  but,  with  refpeft  to  a  man 
like  you,  I  ought  to  have  neither  fecrets  nor 
artifice  *,  enter  with  me  into  the  innermofi:  ap- 
partment  of  my  cave,  there  I  have  in  referve  fome  , 
cheefes  of  goats  milk,  and  fome  cakes,  which 
I  will  find  a  real  pleafure  in  fharing  with  you  ; 
come,  wt  will  eat  at  our  leifure,  and  converfe 
with  freedom.” 

“  Moft  willingly,”  replied  Tranchemont,  “  I 
love  people  of  your  way  of  life.  I  have  known 
more  than  one  of  them,  who  had  not  {pent  all 
their  lives  in  muttering  upon  books  *,  and,  with 
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cup  iu  hand,  I  will  willingly  do  penance  with 
you  for  my  pad  faults/* — “  I  have  neither  cupi 
nor  goblets,”  faid  the  dervife ;  “  I  ufe  nothing 
but  a  pitcher” — u  And  I  would  rather  excufe  the 
pitcher  than  Want  the  Wine.”  Wine!  exclaimed 
the  reclufe;  wine  from  'a'  dervife  I  You  make 
the  hair  of  my  beard  ftand  on  end  !  Cdnfider 
that  I  have  retired  to  this  place  to  lead  the  life 
Of  a  penitent :  I  drink  nothing  but  pure  water 
mixed  with  a  little  honey,  and  of  thisl  compofe 
a  very  agreeable  drink.” 

The  captain  fhook  his  head;  but  he  muft 
accommodate  himfelf  to  his  fituation.  He  af- 
dfted  his  landlord  in  placing  the  cheefes  and 
cakes,  piled  upon  one  another,  On  a  table  made 
of  a  large  done.  There  were  provifrons  diffi¬ 
dent  for  eight  perfons ;  yet  the  two  guefts 
found  no  fuperfluity.  They  were  feated  on  fo- 
phas  of  the  fame  materials  with  the  table,  having 
each  at  his  dde  an  enormous  pitcher  full  of  wa¬ 
ter  -and  honey ;  and  the  repaft  began. 

After  the  dervife  had  eaten  the  drd  cheefe, 
without  even  taking  off  the  crud,  “  Brother  * 
laid  he,  ‘‘  let  us  drink  he  then  lifted  up  hi  $ ' 
pitcher,  and  drank  it  off  at^ene  draught :  “  Here 
is  your  health,”  faid  he  to  Tranchemont,  who 
looked  at  him  with  aftonifhment.  <f  Doubt- 
lefs,”  replied  the  captain  before  he  drank,  “  you 
muft  have  been  empty  down  to  the  toes  to 
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have  been  able  to  drain  that  pitcher  without 
taking  time  to  breathe  ;  if  you  had,  like  me,  a 
iWnach  paved  with  ftones,  there  would  run 
through  your  body  a  river  in  proper  ftyle-”— 
“  Alas,  brother  J”  faid  the  deryife,  u  you  fee  me 
juftly  punifhed.  It  is  for  having  drank  too  much 
that  I  am  reduced  to  this  penitential  life  ;  at 
prefent  I  quench  my  third*  but  never  commit 
any  excefs.  You  have  aftonifhed  me  with  cut¬ 
ting  and  ff ranching  my  bifcuit ;  I  will  furprife 
you,  in  my  turn,  with  the  relation  of  my  his¬ 
tory. 

“  My  nameps  Pretaboire  (f).  Had  water  not 
appeared  to  me  very  inflpid  when  I  lived  in  the 
world,  I  would  have  drained  the  rivers  5  and  it 
would  have  been  wrong  to  have  given  me  the 
fea,  for  the  favourinefs  of  the  liquor  would  have 
aflided  me  in  drinking  it  dry.  One  day,  (I 
was  then  in  Georgia*  at  a  man’s  houfe  who  had 
generoufly  offered  me  an  afyium)*  the  vintage 
wasfinifhed,andhe  hadfliutup  the  product  of  his*. 
Unfortunately  my  bed  was  placed  too  near  the 
depoiit.  I  was  fuddenly  awakened  by  a  flavour 
fo  agreeable,  that  I  could  not  redd  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  approaching  the  veffels  from  which  it 
was, exhaled;  I  ventured  to  tafte  this  beverage, 

■  ,  jjpW  1  and 

•f  Pretaboire,  a  name  Ggnific^nt  ef  an  inclination  to 
drinking'.  y  .)  ^  t- 
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and  its  charm  operated  fo  powerfully  upon  me, 
that,  during  the  night,  I  emptied  ten  arobes  (f), 
which  were  the  whole  product  of  the  vintage. 
But  they  feemed  to  me*to  be  no  more  than  ten 
My  landlord  arrived  in  the  mean  time,  and  a- 
bufed  me  for  a  drunkard,  and  I,  hurt  by  this 
reproach,  put  him  to  death  Grieved  after¬ 
wards  at  this  Tally  of  paffion,  I  affumed  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  a  dervife,  and  refolved  to  drink  nothing 
but  honey  and  water.  In  confequence  of  this 
resolution,  wandering  from  one  retreat  to  ano- 
Other,  feeking  always  the  moft  folitary,  I  have 
at  laft  fettled  in  this  abode,  where  I  fpend  my 
leifure  hours  m  gathering  medicinal  herbs,  and 
Studying  the  Stars.” 

“  My  gOod  faint!”  replied  TVanchemont,  "Since 
from  a  drunkard  you  are  become  an  aftrolo- 
ger,  I  muft  inform  you  of  my  quarrel  with  the 
Stars.  I  with  for  fome  little  difpute  with  mine; 
and  would  be  very  glad  that  you  would  put  me 
within  reafch  of  giving  it,  and  one  of  its  com¬ 
panions,  fome  blows  with  the  hat  fide  of  my 
fabre,  to  correct  them  for  their  caprices  respect¬ 
ing  me. 

"  My  name  is  Tranchertiont ;  and  I  was  born 
in  the  capital  of  Circaflia.  According  to  the 
report  of  an  aflrologer,  who  was  one  of  my  fa¬ 
ther’s 
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therms  good  friends,  on  the  day  of  my  birth,  two 
Aar$,  loaded  with  good  and  bad  influences,  un¬ 
dertook  a  journey*  the  lead  of  the  two  being 
well  provided,  travelled  fpremafh  Three  wo¬ 
men  had  been  delivered  that  very  day,  each  of 
a  male-child  *  they  inhabited  three  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  buildings  which  form  the  corner  of  the 
ftreet  that  leads  to  the  king's  palace :  “  Let  us 
haften  thither,”  faid  they,  “  and  drop,  in  favour 
of  thefe  new-born  infants,  fome  of  the  booty 
with  which  we  are  loaded.”  As  they  travelled 
along,  the  foremofl  Aar  grazed  upon  my  mo¬ 
ther's  houfe,  at  the  very  moment  of  my  birth  * 
and  this  event  flopped  it  for  an  inftant. — “  I 
can  go  no  farther,”  faid  it ;  “  my  burden  has 
become  oppreflive  to  me,  Imuft  drop  it  here*'* 
and  it  was  directly  over  me.  I  cannot  tell  you 
all  that  dropped  from  its  hands  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  :  It  has  proved  a  burden  which  I  fome- 
times  carry  with  great  impatience,  and  by  which 
others  are  often  difturbed ;  it  has  rendered  me 
the  ftrongeft,  but  the  lcaft  hardy  of  all  men  *. 
I  am  doomed  to  have  nothing,  and  to  live  con¬ 
tinually  on  plunder  *  nothing  can  refill  my 
fabre  but  the  feeblenefs  of  man  alone,  fo  that 
I  never  attack  him  but  with  my  fills ;  and  you 
may  well  judge  that  I  do  not  want  one.  Thefe, 
my  good  dervife,  were  the  favours  which  were 
fhowered  down  on  my  cradle  ;  the  liar  which 
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followed  mine  was  obliged  to  drop  the  influ* 
ences  which  were  deftined  for  me  upon  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  hotel.”—  “  And  what  did  it  let  fall 
there,  pray?” — u  A  crown :  Thus  you  fee,  and 
without  vanity  I  can  fay,  I  was  only  a  door 
from  obtaining  a  throne ;  the  aftrologer  faid  to 
kny  father,  that  this  happened  through  fatali¬ 
ty  ;  for  my  part,  I  fuppofe  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  caprice  in  it;  for  my  brilliant  proteft- 
refs  might  eafily  have  carried  her  favours  one 
door  lower.  By  Mahomet !  Do  yon  know 
that  I  am  enraged  at  it,  my  good  faint,  and 
that  I  have  already  employed  many  methods  in 
order  to  belie  my  nativity. 

“  I  have  afTembled  armies;  I  have  com¬ 
manded  them  well,  and  fought  ftill  better; 
but  my  foldiers  proved  mere  cowards:  There 
were  always  too  many  to  eat,  and  nobody  to 
fight.  One  day  I  entered  a  city,  without  per¬ 
ceiving  that  I  was  not  followed  by  my  men :  I 
cut  hi  pieces  everyone  that  oppofed  my  paflage, 
and  purfued  and  murdered  all  that  attempted 
to  fly.  Where  it  was  difficult  to  carry  the 
fwQrd,  there  I  carried  the  flames,  and  I  pilla¬ 
ged  the  whole  city:  My  army  thought  me  loft; 
and,  depending  no  more  upon  me,  was  feized 
with  a  dreadful  panic,  and  took  to  flight. 
What  happened  then  ?  As  I  had  laid  wafte  the 
country,  had  given  quarter  to  none,  and  as  my 
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Army  was  difperfed,  though  I  was  become  a 
king  by  the  vigour  of  my  arm,  and  the  "cutting 
of  my  fabre,  yet  in  reality  I  reigned  over  no¬ 
thing.— “  How  !”  faid  Pretaboire;  “  Had  yefa 
exterminated  even  the  women  ?”« — u  By  Maho¬ 
met!  I  love  the  women  to  diffraction;  but 
when  they  faw  me,  they  cried  as  if  one  had 
flead  them;  they  fled  from  me,  and  threw 
fiones  at  me  from  the  top  of  the  terraces ;  they 
excited  their  hufbands,  and  let  out  their  dogs 
upon  me.  I  have  had  my  fhield  and  buckler 
bent  in  ten  places,  and  the  calf  of  my  leg  car¬ 
ried  off  by  a .  mafliff :  I  love  women,  but  not 
when  they  are  angry ;  for  then,  old  or  young, 
ugly  or  beautiful,  Icrufh  as  many  of  them  to 
pieces  as  I  can  find ;  I  fpare  nothing  that  re¬ 
fills  me.” — Your  blood  is  a  little  too  hot, 
my  general,”  refumed  the  dervife,  u  you  ought, 
like  me,  to  drink  nothing  but  honey  and  wa¬ 
ter.”  — «  By  Mahomet !”  exclaimed  Tranche- 
mont,  M  your*  honey  and  water  Increafe?,  in- 
flead  of  quenching  my  third.  My  malignant 
flar  would  triumph  if  it  beheld  me  reduced  to 
that :  Let  us  talk  of  correcting  it,  if  it  is  pof- 
fible.  If  I  could  afeend  on  high,  I  would 
teach  it  to  be  reafonable ;  but  cannot  you,  who 
are  an  afbrologer,  by  the  help  of  your  ma¬ 
chines,  place  me  within  reach  of  doing  myfelf 
juftice  ?Ai  **k 
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There  is  another  way  of  avenging  yourfelf, 
faid  Pretaboire  ;  you  may  play  your  ftar  nearly 
the  fame  trick  that  I  played  mine.  Had  it  not 
determined  that  I  fbould  be  a  vagabond  and  a 
rogue  ?  Had  it  not  condemned  me  to  drink 
like  a  hole  in  the  fand  ?  You  fee  what  I  have 
done }  I  have  retired  from  the  world,  I  drink 
honey  and  water,  but  fparingly ;  and,  in  Ipite 
of  my  ftar,  I  poflefs  fome  worth.  But,  as  you 
are  a  foldier,  yon  muft  follow  a  different  plan. 
In  order  to  avoid  the  inconveniencies  which 
feem  neceflarily  conne&ed  with  your  actions, 
you  muft  endeavour  to  be  a  general  without  an 
army;  and  to  take  pofleffion  of  a  ftrong  city, 
which  hath  neither  gates,  nor  ditches,  nor 
walls ;  fo  as,  that  the  difficulty  you  will  meet 
with,  in  lurmounting  thefe  obftacles,  may  not 
infpire  you  with  fo  much  rage  as  to  make  you 
deftrpy  every  thing. 

Stop  a  moment,  my  dear  faint !  faid  Tran- 
chemodt :  Do  you  know  that,  in  complying 
with  your  propofal,  I  would  be  expofed  to  the 
danger  of  loftng  my  life  ?  Are  you  a  fool?  Or 
<are  you  fo  profound  that  it  is  impoffible  to  un- 
derftand  you  ?  What  is  a  general  without  an 
annyi  And  where  are  ftrong  places  to  be 
found,  having  neither  ditches  nor  walls  ? 

A  general  without  an  army !  replied  Preta- 
boire*  to-morrow  at  the  lateft,  Captain  Trau¬ 
ma  r  '  5  chemont 
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chemont  will  be  fb,  who,  having  neither  fol- 
diers  nor  baggage,  will  be  able  to  take  the  field, 
in  order  to  go  and  attack  the  city  of  Kallacahaba- 
laba,  ten  leagues  difiant  from  hence,  a  place  of 
great  firength,  though  deftitute  of  every  arti¬ 
ficial  defence. — And  what  will  the  army  con- 
lift  of,  which  is  to  rank  under  my  ftandards  ? 
— Of  eight  generals,  each  of  whom,  in  his 
own  way,  is  able  to  fhake  a  kingdom  5  and  to 
give  you  an  idea  of  them,  I  am  the  feebleft  of 
them  all.  Yet  it  would  have  been  in  my  pow¬ 
er  ?  if  I  had  undertaken  the  enterprife,  to  have 
become  mafter  of  Damas.  It  is  a  well  watered 
city :  "YVell !  in  eight  days  there  would  not 
have  been  as  much  water  left  as  would  have 
quenched  the  thirft  of  a  hen. — My  good  der- 
vife,  you  are  properly  named  Pretaboire  j  and, 
now  that  I  know  your  powers,  I  find  you  very 
moderate :  You  have  a  moft  prodigious  facul¬ 
ty  ;  you  could,  eafiiy  ruin  Egypt.— ^Oh !  replied 
Pretaboire,  in  order  to  that,  it  would  be  ne- 
cefiary  to  go  and  drink  the  Nile  at  its  fource, 
und  that  is  too  long  a  journey. — And  tell  me, 
replied  Tranchemont,  are  your  companions 
whom  you  fpoke  of  as  extraordinary  as  you.  I 
am  extremely  defirous  to  become  acquainted 
with  them. — You  {hall  fee  them  to-morrow, 
faid  the  dervife 5  they  will  lay  their  proofs  be¬ 
fore  ydu :  They  have  need  of  connfel  to  direft 
I  i  2  thein. 
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Aheir  enterprifes,  for  they  have  all  more  ability 
than  underftanding  v  they  want  a  chief  to  com¬ 
mand  them  with  authority,  and  to  give  them 
an  example  $  and  they  will  find  him  in  you. 

By  Mahomet !  exclaimed  the  Captain,  cas¬ 
ing  Bis*  eyes  up  to  heaven,  I  am  tempted  to 
pardon  my  bitch  of  a  ftar  for  bringing  me  hi¬ 
ther,  fince  it  has  led  me  to  the  command  of 
my  equals! — But,  let  us  fpeak  a  little  concern¬ 
ing  your  place  of  war  $  Who  has  the  command 
of  it  ?  What  could  one  do  with  him  ?— It  is 
under  the  yoke  of  a  ftrange  tyrant,  whofe 
name  is  BigftafF:  You  muft  banilh  him.  One 
tyrant  fucceeds  another,  and  thus  your  ftar  will 
be  proved  falfe  j  for,  except  the  name,  you 
Vill  reign  as  well  as  another,  and  perhaps  bet¬ 
ter  $  becaufe  you  know  no  law  but  your  own 
will. — Are  you  of  any  religion  ?— No  indeed  $  Jl 
was  clrcumcifed  however.— That  is  fufHcient.— 
My  dqar  Pretaboire !  you  are  an  accommoda-. 
ting  faint  §  it  is  juft  fuch  as  thefe  that  I  love; 
But  I  fhould  wifh  to  accuftom  myfelf  to  your 
honey  and  water,  that  I  might  get  drunk  with* 
you.  In  the  mean  time,  before  I  go  to  reft, 
I  anxious  to  have  a  more  accurate  idea  of 
the  city  of  Kallacahabalaba,  for  I  form  all  my 
plans  of  attack  iq  bed. 

Kallacahabalaba,  replied  the  dervife,  is 
ated  on  a  high  detached  mountain,  cut  all  round 
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with  a  pick-ax,  to  the  height  of  fixty  feet,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  that  nothing  but  a  fnail  can 
afcend  it.-1 — And  how  do  the  inhabitants  come 
down  ? — They  do  not  come  down  at  all  3  they 
defeend  in  balkets  fixed  to  chains  of  iron.  Thefe 
machines  are  fo  fitted,  as  to  let  down  to  the 
ground  an  hundred  bafkets  at  once,  containing 
ten  men-each,  with,  their  arms  and  baggage ; 
this  is  done  very  quickly,  and  without  the  lqaft 
C mb arr ailment :  The  people  of  the  country,  for 
twenty  leagues  round,  are  fo  much  afraid  at  this 
fhower  of  anned  men,  that  they  haften  with 
great  eagernefs,  carrying  their  tribute  to  the  foot 
of  the  mountain,  and  fill  all  the  bafkets  that 
are  there. — By  my  beard !  faid  the  captain,  I 
fhall  lofe  a  little  of  my  renown  if  I  doift  dif- 
turb  this  bufmefs.— But,  what  kind  of  a  fellow 
is  that  BlgftafF  you  mentioned  ?  Is  he  a  cham¬ 
pion  of  a  certain  ftrength  ?  Would  fie  gallant¬ 
ly  accept  the  propofal  of  meafurlng  fwords  with 
me  ?— His  ftature  is  fomewhat  gigantic  j  cover¬ 
ed  with  iron  from  head  to  foot,  he  walks  as  • 
nimbly  as  if  it  were  with  feathers  3  befides,  he 
never  plays  but  with  his  club,  which  is  of  gild¬ 
ed  brafs,  and  weighs  feventy-five  pounds ;  he 
ufes  it  like  a  rod  of  aloes,  and  I'  believe  he  would 
not  engage  infinglc  combat  with  any  but  fuch  as 
could  oppofe  to  him  an  arm  of  equal  ftrength. — 
Ah !  repliedTranchemont,what  pkafurefhould  I 
l  i  3  fed 
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feet  to  be  oppofed  to  him  at  an  arm’s  diftance! 

I  would  make  my  blade  enter  exactly  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  his  note,  that,  before  he  expired  under 
my  ftrokes,  I  might  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
him  gnalh  his  teeth.  But  I  am  born  to  con¬ 
quer  or  die  under  the  protection  of  my  fabre, 
and  I  leave  the  ufe  of  the  club  to  thofe  whofe 
profeffion  it  is  to  fell  cattle.— Beftdes,  does 
this  fellow  never  come  out  alone  ?  Could  one 
not  attack  him  without  giving  him  time  to 
take  his  advantage  ? — He  never  comes  out,  re¬ 
plied  the  dervife,  except  when  he  knows  of  a- 
ny  one  travelling  in  his  dominions.  Alas ! 
this  coft  two  of  our  companions  their  life,  Braf- 
defer  *  and  Dentd’acier  f ,  who  had  gone  on  an 
adventure  of  hunting  upon  his  territority.  They 
were  invincible  by  any  other;  but,  having  made 
them  be  furrounded  by  his  people,  while  Braf- 
defer,  with  the  flroke  of  his,  fift  had  knocked 
down  a  good  many  of  them,  and  Bentd’acier 
had  made  others  feel  the  aftonifhing  ftrfength 
of  hisjaw>  Bigftaffhimfelf  came  up,  and'knock- 
ed  them  both  down  with  his  club. — ’S  death  ! 
I  will  revenge  them,  exclaimed  captain  Tranche- 
mont ;  your  recital  makes  my  blood  boil  as  if  I 
had  juft  aflaffinated  my  brother.  Let  us  go  to 
Beep,  in  order  to  moderate  the  impatience  with 

.  1  -ft  r.s  towtfftOTpyfcnsi1/  a i  <y; -which 

*  Iron-arm. 

Stetl-toothr^  }  <fs 
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which  I  burn  to  be  acquainted  with  all  your 
people  >  for  I  know  no  other  remedy. 

Pretaboire  yielded  to  this  invitation,  and  they 
both  ftretched  themfelves  on  fome  leaves,,  and 
lkins  of  beafts,  which,  were  at  the  bottom  of  the 
cell,  They  awaked  with  the  firft  rays  of  the 
morning,  and  had  ilTued  from  their  cave  to 
take  a  walk,  when  the  dervife  perceived  at  a 
diftance  three  people  coming  towards  theme 
Thefe  are  our  people,  faid  he. — What  are  their 
names  ? — Their  names  are  deferiptive  of  their 
talents  ;  the  name  of  the  firft  is  Quickfight  *> 
he  could  perceive  a  needle  on  the  ground  at  the 
diftance  of  forty  leagues  •,  he  is  our  Jpy.  The 
name  of  the  fecond  is  Aimwellf  j  he  could 
fix  an  arrow  in  the  heart  of  an  apple  at  the 
fame  diftance.  And  Cut-the-air  the  laft, 
could  go  and  pick  it  up  in  five  minutes.  But 
they  fhall  perform  in  your  prefence,  and  you 
fhall  judge  of  the  advantage  which  may  be  de¬ 
rived  from  them.  Mean  while  the  three  per¬ 
formers  arrived.  .p  .  i  w 

**  Rejoice,  comrades  !”  faid  Pretaboire  to 
them  v  “  fortune  hath  reflored  us,  in  this  gallant 

knight, 

*  Quickfight,  in  French,  Percevue ;  and  in  the  Arabic, 
Gurllarich. 

i  AtnrwcU,  in  French,  Droitaubnt  j  and  in  the  Arabic, 
Nadhertavil. 

♦  Cut-the-air,  in  French  FendlVir  j  and  in  the  Arabic, 
Karaamek. 
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knight,  much  more  than  fhe  took  from  us  in 
Brafdefer  and  Dentd’acier.  This  is  the  formi¬ 
dable.  Captain  Tranchemont,  by  whofe  arm, 
fabre,  and  head,  we  Shall  be  enabled  to  revenge 
ourfelves  on  our  cruel  enemy,  and  to  live  in  joy 
and  peace  on  the  earths  But  you  know  that 
we  muft  dine  to-day ;  are  you  come  without* 
provisions  ? — u  No,”  replied  Aimwell,  “  we 
will  do  tolerably  well  if  you  have  cakes. 
Strong-back*  was  coming  with  us,  carrying 
on  his  Shoulders  a  calf  fix  months  old,  and  two 
tuns  of  wine  under  his  arms,  when  the  fancy 
Struck  him  of  entering  a  garden  to  gather  a  fall  ad ; 
he  walks  at  a  good  pace,  and  will  foon  be  here 

if  he  meets  with  no  accident.”  When  he  had  faid 
•  *»  * 
this.  Strong-back  arrived  with  a  fallad  hanging 

at  his  neck.  They  were  three  enormous  cab— 
hages,  which,  being  tied  together  by  a  cord, 
adorned  his  body  on  all  fides.  Notwithstanding 
his  burden,  his  gait  feemed  as  nimble  as  if  he  had 
been  carrying  only  a  bag  of  nuts.  He  laid  his 
burden  on  the  ground,  and  was  prefented  by 
Pretaboire  to  Tranchemont.  «  There,  my  ge¬ 
neral,”  faid  he,  tapping  Strong-back  on  the 
Shoulder,  «  is  our  chariot  of  war.  Sack  towns, 
conquer  armies,  plunder  *,  the  back  which  you 
fee  will  leave  nothing  behind ;  it  would  not 
i  W  u*  siUwJi  bend 

§  Strongback }  in  French,  Bondos  j  and  in  the  Arabic> 
RUamuch. 
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bend  under  the  weight  of  the  treafures  of  So¬ 
lomon.” —  “  Hitherto,”  faid  Tranchemont, 
u  thole  who  fhould  have  carried  away  my  plun¬ 
der  would  not  have  bent  long  under  their 
weight.  Whenever  I  have  any  booty,  I  lit  down 
in  a  corner,  and  eat  till  nothing  remains.  To 
fee  me  devour  whatever  I  have  gotten,  one  would 
think  I  was  perpetually  purfued  by  robbers  or 
incendiaries ;  it  is  my  bitch  of  a  liar  that  forces 
to  eat  almoft  continually,  in  order  to  render 
me  incapable  of  lhowing  favour  to  anything*,  but, 
thanks  to  you,  my  dear  aftrologer,  I  muft  hope 
that  we  are  in  the  right.— —Hold,— I  fee  there 
a  little  calf,  which  weighs  good  an  hundred  and 
eighty  pounds ;  and  a  little  of  my  old  ha¬ 
bit  leads  me  to  wilh  that  we  fhould  eat  it  juft 
now.”— “  It  was  made  for  this  purpole,”  re¬ 
plied  Pretaboire :  “  Hola  !  ho  1”  laid  he,  cal¬ 
ling  his  people.  “  Strong-back,  {kin  that  calf, 
and  make  a  fpit :  Quickflght !  Cut-the-air ! 
where  is  the  cook  ?” 

Quickflght  looked  round  the  country,  and 
perceiving  with  the  naked  eye,  what  no  mortal 
could  have  diftinguilhed  with  the  belt  telefcope, 
"  Ah !”  faid  he,  “  .1  perceive  him ;  he  is  not 
far  from,  this,  but  he  is  amufing  himfelf  with 
roafting  quails ;  as  they  fly  over  his  head,  he 
pick?  their  feathers  in  the  air,  and  eats  them. 
«  Do  you  fee,”  faid  Pretaboire,  “  how  this 
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rafcal  is  engaged  on  a  review-day  ?  He  roafts 
quails  in  the  air*  that,  completely  drefTed,  they 
may  drop  In  fhowers  into  his  mouth ! — And, 
where  is  that  lazy  knave  Toujourfdort  *, 
tp  heat  the  drum,  and  oblige  every  One 

to  come  at  the  fignal  ?” - “  I  perceive  him 

alfo,”  faid  Quickfight ;  u  he  is  afleep  under 
the  /hade  of  a  broom  j  the  earth  feemS  to  (hake 
with  his  fnoring,  and  I  cannot  conceive  how 
you  do  not  hear  him  from  this  place.” — tc  You 
fee,  friends,”  faid  Pretaboire ,  "  that  we  have 
great  need  of  difcipline :  And  how  extremely 
fortunate  we  are  in  having  accordingly  found  a 
chief? — Come,  Cut-the-air,  fhew  us  the  place 
where  the  quail-eater  and  the  fnorer  are  and 
let  them  come  with  alf  hafte.” 

“  You  (hall  fee,”  added  Pretaboire,  “  whatkind 
of  men  thefe  two  are.  The  cpok  SoufHefeu  f  {hall 
give  you  a  fpecimen  of  what  he  can  do.  He  could 
melt  a  mine  of  metals  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth.  As  for  Toujourfdort,  his  talents  are 
pretty  moderate  ;  but  he  has  one  which  is  ex¬ 
tremely  ufeful  to  us.  When  we  let  him  ouf  ta 
the  combat,  he  fpreads  terror  all  around.  By 
(baking  his  belly,  he  makes  it  emit  a  found  like 
that  of  forty  drums.  He  fets  up  hich  dreadful 
bowlings  as  could  make  walls  tumble  down. 

Whik 

*  Toujourfdort,  Sleep-ever, 

t  Soujflefcu,  Blow-fire* 
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While  he  was  explaining  all  this  to  Tranche- 
mont,  Toujourfdort  and  Soufflefeu  arrived. 
tc  Drummer,”  faid  the  dervife  to  the  firft,  u  go 
^nd  beat  the  fignal.  Soufflefeu,  go  you  and 
roaft  the  calf  which  Strong-back  is  putting  on 
the  fpit.”  Then  turning  towards  Tranchemont: 
“  My  general,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  it  is  your 
part  now  to  ftiow  thefe  people  what  you  can 
do  :  There  is  the  calf  on  the  fpit,  and  the  cab¬ 
bages  cut  into  fhreds  *  but  we  have  neither  any 
thing  to  collect  the  juice  of  the  roaft,  nor  a 
plate  in  which  to  drefs  the  fallad  ;  but,  cut  off 
dexteroufly  a  whole  flice  of  the  bifeuit  which 
is  before  my  door,  and  thereby  procure  the  ne- 
ceflary  veffels  for  holding  our  fauce  and  our 
herbs” 

The  captain  eargerly  feized  this  opportunity 
of  difplaying  his  dexterity.  He  drew  his  fabre, 
Aand,  with  the  firft  ftroke,  cut  off  a  flice  half 
an  inch  thick,  the  whole  length  of  the  ftone. 
He  then  formed  in  it  a  place  to  receive  the 
juice  of  the  roaft ;  and  the  flice  which  he  had 
cut  off  ferved  as  a  plate  for  the  cabbages.  The 
Ipefbitors,  who  were  no  left  apt  to  be  ftruck 
with  admiration,  than  capable  of  exciting  it, 
paid  the  juft  tribute  to  the  eafe  and  accuracy  of 
the  work. 

In  the  mean  time,  Tranchemont,  in  his  turn, 
felt  a  great  curioflty  to  fee  a  calf  roafted  in  a 

place 


384  ARABIAN  TALES# 

place  where  he  faw  no  fire,  nor  coal,  nor 
wood  to  make  one.  Strong-back  a<fted  as  turn** 
fpit;  and  the  fpit  itfelf  refled  on  two  large 
flones,  placed  in  the  middle  of  a  very  green 
plot  of  grafs.  u  Come,  Soufflefeu,”  faid  Pre~ 
taboire,  “  do  your  duty :  You  are  fenflble  that 
there  is  no  occafion  to  burn  the  roaft,  we  need 
only  a  gentle  and  penetrating  fire  5  manage  the 
matter  properly.  Soufflefeu  was  a  man  of 
deeds,  and  not  of  words;  and  proportioned 
his  hot  breath  fo  nicely,  that  he  fcemed  not  fo 
much  to  roaft,  as  to  gild  the  immenfe  roaft 
which  was  turned  round  before  him ;  fo  that 
the  juice  run  down  upon  the  cabbages,  which 
Ke  fet  a  boiling  by  fome  puffs  of  fire  that  he 
fent  to  them.  The  Captain  appeared  highly 
delighted  with  the  talents  of  this  cook,  and 
fhewed  himfelf  eager  to  give  farther  proofs  of 
his  own.  He  obferved,  that  it  was  impoflible 
to  have  a  table  in  the  cell  of  the  dervife,  on 
account  of  a  rock  of  granite,  fix  feet  high,  and 
of  equal  thicknefs,  which  occupied  the  whole 
centre.  w  Stand  back  a  little,”  faid  lie  to  the 
people  who  were  around  him,  “  I  am  going  to 
firike  off,  from  this  little  flone,  fome  chips 
which  might  flart  into  your  eyes;  we  muft 
have  a  place  to  prepare  our  table.”  At  the 
fame  time,  he  flruck  the  rock  with  his  fabre, 
with  fo  much  exaftnefs,  that  every  piece  which 

he 
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he  detached  from  it  appeared  a  table  of 
marble  that  needed  only  to  be  polllhed.  “  What 
a  terrible  arm l  what  a  valiant  /word!”  ex¬ 
claimed  the  witnefles  of  this  exploit.— “Bro¬ 
thers/’  faid  Pretaboire  to  them,  “  it  is  this 
which  mult  fhew  ns  the  way  to  glory  and  to 
gain” 

They  eagerly  cleared  the  rubbifh  from  the 
place,  which  was  now  heed  from  this  huge 
ftone,  as  ugly  as  it  was  incommodious.  The 
njoft  beautiful  of  the  pieces  being  artfully  join¬ 
ed  together,  formed  benches  around  a  table, 
which,  with  five  or  fix  firokes  of  his  fabre, 
the  Capt  fin  had  rendered  pcrfe&ly  fquare,  and 
lud  hollowed  out  below  to  make  room  for 
their  legs.  “  Never  did  any  companion  of  our 
labours,”  faid  Pretaboire,  “  perform  fo  neatly 
that  work  in  which  he  iexcelled !  Toujourfdort 
clapped  his  belly  in  token  of  admiration  5  and 
his  gentle  rubbings  made  the  cave  re-echo  with 
a  dreadful  found.  Meanwhile  the  cover  was 
laid  ;  Souffiefeu  brought  the  roaft.  “  Wine  \ 
wine!”  cried  .Pretaboire,  bringing  with  hsn  a 
bag  of  fifty  pounds  weight  of  cakes.  Strong¬ 
back  went  to  bring  the  tuns;  but  Tranche- 
mont,  who  dreaded  the  dervifeh  thirft,  thought 
it  his  duty  to  .remind  him  of  his  vows  1  “  is 
your  penitence  endedi  holy  man  1”—“  No,” 
replied  Pretabpire,  “  I  meft  drink  fame  Cups 
Vol.  If.  Kk  of 
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of  honey  and  water ;  but  I  referve  a  pitcher  of 
wine  to  wafh  my  mouth/' 

They  fat  down  to  table,  and  every  one  of 
them  did  great  juftice  to  the  feaft.  There  was 
but  little  converfation  ;  however,  from  time  to 
time,  one  of  the  guefts  related  an  exploit  of 
his  own  peculiar  kind.  It  was  always  of  the 
marvellous  fort.  Towards  the  middle  of  the 
repaft,  Pretaboire,  having  fomewhat  blunted 
the  edge  of  hk  appetite,  cait  a  look  around 
him.  “  Brethren,”  faid  he,  (C  Our  number  is 
not  complete;  Grippenuage*  and  Grollltout  are 
wanting;  however,  they  had  the  fignal,  for 
Toujourfdort  beat  the  drum  fo  as  to  make  it 
be  heard  at  a  diftance.  As  the  dervife  was 
making  this  reflection,  the  two  characters  made 
their  appearance  at  the  entrance  of  the  cave* 
— u  You  deferve,”  faid  he,  u  not  to  have  fo 
much  as  a  cruft  to  eat.  I  refpeft  people  of  a- 
bilities  only  when  they  are  regular  in  their 
duty;  and  to-morrow,  if  you  fail  in  the  fervice, 
you  lhall  anfwer  for  it  to  a  more  able  general 
than  1  am :  In  the  mean  time,  fit  down  and 
drink.  After  dinner,  you  lhall  be  informed 
of  moft  wonderful  things*  You  are  in  the 
prefence  of  a  very  great  mafter,  the  illuftrious 
Captain  Tranchemont.  We  have  made  choice 
of  him  for  our  general,  and  we  are  to  patent 
review  before  him ;  as  for  me,  I  am  exhibiting 
*  **  proofs 


*  Grfypenuage,  C*tch<lou<L 
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proofs  of  my  abilities,  as  you  fliall  fee Say¬ 
ing  this,  he  fwallowed  his  pitcher  full  of  wine 
at  one  draught.  The  perfons  who  were  juft 
tome  in,  haring  nothing  to  reply,  tnodeftly 
bowed  down,  and  dinner  was  ended.  ,.;i 
«  Come,  brothers,”  faid  Pretaboire,  when 
the  repaft  was  finiihed,  we  tnuft  pafs  in  re¬ 
view,  and  begin,  by  making  fare  of  fome 
difhes  for  our  tapper.  Qnickfight  J  Aimwell  ! 
Cut-the-air!  attend ! 

«  Qnickfight,  I  want  an  hundred  pounds  of 
venifon,  in  four  pieces.  Obferve  the  banks  of 
diftant  rivers  i  feek  us  fome  young  deer,  goats, 
and  an  antelope  •,  they  muft  all  be  tender,  and 
eafdy  digefted.”  The  performer  put  himfelf  m 
the  proper  polition ;  at  fcft  his  looks  feemed 
to  move  along  the  ground  near  at  hand,  and 
then,  imperceptibly,  his  view  was  extended  to 
a  great  diftance,  and  fkimmed  over  the  world. 
«  Ah!”  exclaimed  he,  «  I  have  found  what 
you  want  behind  that  little  hiU,  at  the  diftance 
often  leagues.”  “  Aimwell,”  faid  the  dervi.e, 
«  prepare  your  bow.”  Aimwell  fixed  a  ftake 
before*  Qnickfight,  bent  his  bow,  and  fet  himfelf 
in  a  proper  pofition  for  Ihopting  his  arrow. 
«  At  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues !  ’  faid  he  to 
Quickfight,— “  and  thirty  paces.”  The  arrow 
flew 5  Qnickfight  followed  it  with  hiseyes.  “The 

deer  fc  pierced,”  ftid.he.  , 

K  k  a  Come, 
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u  Gome,  Cut-the-air,  put  your  Ihoes  in  a  prd> 
per  ilate,  and  pick  up  the  garnet  The  order 
was  inftantly  executed.  Frtfaboire  repeated 
the  command  three  times  ^  and  in  half  an  hour 
the  four  pieces  of  venifon  were  procured,  and 
brought  to  Strong-back,  who  thinned  them, 
and  put  them  on  the  lpit. 

Pretaboire  having  examined  the  fack  of 
bread :  “  How  P  faid  he,  “  have  we  only 
thirty  pounds  weight  ?  Qmckfight,  look  out  for 
fome  frefh  bread.”— “  There  is  an  oven  full  of 
it  at  Mailer,  which  is  ftill  tjuite  hot,”  replied 
he,  <e  and  the  baker  has  juft  turned  his  back 
to  clean  hiS  oven.” — -(t  There  is  a  fine  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  purchafe  his  bread  for  nothing :  Go,  Cut> 
the-air,  take  the  bag,  and  make  the  bargain.** 
The  order  was  inftantly  obeyed 5  and  the  bread 
Was  in  the  cell  before  the  baker  perceived  it. 
^  You  fee.  General,”  faid  the  dervife,  (( that 
the  buttery  is  pretty  well  furnifhed.  Ah !  if 
Strong-back  had  wings,  we  might  have  wine; 
but  we  itiiift  not  always  be  dying  with  thirft. 
Come,  Grippenuagcl  lay  hold  of  that  cloud 
Which  is  palling,  .  and  force  it  to  ftied  its  con¬ 
tents  on  this  place;  if  there  are  any  hailftones, 
fo  much  the  better ;  for  I  love  exceedingly  to 
drink  ice*  The  cloud  was  pretty  high  i  Grip- 
p£Auage  took  a  cteeof  filk  from  Ms  pocket, 
md  made  it  ftymp  to  tbt  :doUd.  Tire  clew 


was 


ARABIAN  TAm. 


389 


was  wound  down ;  and  the  end  of  -it  being  fo 
low  as  to  be  within  reach  of  the  hand,  the 
man  then  fixed  himfeif  to  it,  and  the  vapour 
feemed  to  attract  him  with  an  aftonifhing  rapi¬ 
dity.  “  Comrades,”  faid  Pretaboire,  “  let  us 
txpofe  our  pitchers  to  the  water  which  is  about 
to  fall ;  and,  as  we  have  no  change  of  mantles, 
let  us  place  ourfelves  in  the  caye.  The  whole 
troop  obeyed  5  the  cloud  defcended  ;  Grippe- 
nuage  fqueezed  its  fides ;  and,  by  the  help  of 
his  thread,  came  down  with  the  fhower. 

Tranchemont  beheld  with  aftonifhment  the 
performance  of  thefe  miracles.  u  You  muft 
agree,  General,”  faid  Pretaboire,  "  that,  under 
your  command,  one  might  promise  >  the  mod 
fplendid  iuccefs,  with  thefe  brave  fellows.” — “  I 
never  faw,”  faid  Tranchemont,  «  an  afiem- 
fclage  of  talents  fo  rare,  and  fo  well  fuited  to 
one  another;  we  are  fit  to  undertake  every 
thing.  I  have  already  revolved  a  great  many 
plarjs  in  my  mind. — Stop ;  -dp  not  fpeak  to  me 
at  prefent,  you  would  diftra#  my  thoughts.— I 
have  forgot  lomething  very  efiential ;  flnee  we 
have  only  water  to  quench  our  third,  we 
fhould  at  lead  have  fome  flagons  of  liquor. 
We  have  dill  three  hours  of  day  5  let  us  want 
nothing ;  Then  the  dervile  called  his  people* 

M  Quickfight,”  faid  he,  (f  and  you  Cut-thor 
air,  get  us  fome  flagons  of  liquor.  You  know 
K  k  3  that 
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that  they  are  generally  placed  in  the  terrafies, 
that  the  fun  may  dart  his  meridian  beams  upon 
them.  Go  and  make  an  attack  upon  them : 
What  cannot  be  done  in  one  voyage,  may  be  ft- 
nifhed  in  two.’*  The  order  was  executed }  and, 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  fide-board  was 
furnifhed  with  fotir  large  fiagOns  of  liquor. 
%(  This  Cut-the-air  is  extremely  expert,  cun¬ 
ning,  and  expeditious,”  faid  Pfetahoire ;  “  it 
is  a  great  pity  he  has  not  a  ftronger  back,  one 
mightdermf  inconceivable  advantage  from  him.” 
w-By  Mahomet,  faid  Tranchemont,  without 
this  little  medicine,  I  fhould  have  had  a  fine 
nolfe  in  my  belly  all  night.  But,  my  good  der- 
vife  !  Could  not  we  have  fome  figs?-*a-I  give 
you  the  whole  earth  to  choofe  them  from. — I 
take  you  at  your  Word,  Replied  the  Captain.— I 
want  the  fined:  figs  that  grow  in  Africa. — 
Come  Cut-the-air !  You  hear  what  the  general 
wifhes  for.  Put  a  bafket  on  yOur  arm  :  Pick 
them  with,  great  care,  and  return  in  half  an  hour 
at  the  fartheft,  for  you  may  be  wanted  I  Cut- 
the-ajr  difappeafedl1  O'lOtti  deA  *)A 
The  VCnifon  was  on  the  fpot,  Strong-back 
was  turning  it,  Soufflefeu  was  employed  in 
roafting  it,  and  ToU.ourfdort  had  gone  to  fnore 
at  fome  hundred  fteps  difiance  in  order  not  to 
incommode  any  perfon  i  ftill,  however,  he  was 
heard.  “  You  have  a  frtOrer  there,”  faid  Tran¬ 
chemont,  «  who  is  fomewhat  difagreeable.” — 

He 
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He  muft  be  allowed  reft,  replied  Pretaboire ;  it 
is  in  his  excellent  habit  of  body  that  his  merit 
confifts  *,  it  keeps  his  belly  ftretched;  befides  he 
makes-  us  merry ;  he  imitates  the  timbrel,  by 
beating  on  his  cheeks,  and  that  amufesus:  it 
is  neceflary  to  put  all  their  talents  to  fome  pur- 
pofe. — You  are  in  the  right:  but  tell. me  who 
is  that  man  whom  I  fee  fitting  with  his  arms 
acrofs  ?  I  know  not  yet  what  he  can  do.— 
That  is  he  who  has  the  charge  of  our  lodgings: 
When  we  take  the  field,  with  very  fmall  means, 
he  makes  a  great  affair  of  every  thing.  His 
name  is  Groflitout.  His  bufinefs  is  very  fati¬ 
guing  'y  but  you  will  be  a  better  judge  of  it 
when  you  fee  him  at  work 

The  day  was  fpent  in  fuch  converfation  as 
this ;  but  Cut-the-air  had  not  returned.  Preta- 
baire  was  uneafy.  “  Hola,  Quickfight !”  faid 
he,  u  feek  in  the  orchards  of  Africa,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  difcover  Cut-the-air,  who  has  either 
loft  or  forgotten  himfelf.”  Quickfight  exami¬ 
ned  attentively.  Ahl  the  wretch,”  faid  he, 
iC  he  has  eaten  more  figs  than,  he  ha$  gather¬ 
ed  ;  he  is  very  near  Daxnas,  and  .  is  afleep  at  the 
fide  of  his  bafket.  The  Arabians,  who  ramble 
in  the  neighbourhood,  will  fteal  it  j  they  will 
take  his  flioes  from  him,  and  we  fhall  fee  him 
no  more.  There  is  a  large  bird  perched  on* a 
branch  of  the  tree  under  which  he  repofes  j  if 
j  Aimwell 
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Aimwell  would  kill  the  bird,  its  fall  might  awa¬ 
ken  Cut-the-air.— At  what  diftance  is  the  bird 
you  mean  ?  faid  Aimwell. — Exactly  feventy-five 
leagues.  Aimwell  then  ftuck  up  his  hake,  and 
fitted  his  arrow,  which  immediately  flew  off, 
Qujckiight  examined  the  ftroke.  u  The  bird  ht 
fallen,”  faid  he;  “  the  deeper  is  awakened,  and 
is  now  on  Iris  way.”  The  figs  were  in  the  cave 
in  a  moment  after.  «  Let  u$  not  chide  our 
purveyor,”  faid  Tranchemojit  to  Pretab oire, 
“  this  accident  has  fhown  us  the  ufefulnefs  of 
Quickiight  and  Aimwell.— But  I  iuppofe  the 
fupper  is  ready ;  let  us  put  the  table  in  order.” 
j — “  That  muff  not  be,  if  you  pleafe4”  replied 
Pretaboire,  <f  till  after  pur  camp  ihall  have  been 
prepared,  and  I  ihall  have  caufed  beat  the  re¬ 
treat  according  to  the  cuftom  of  warriors.”  At 
the  fame  time  he  called  Groilitout,  who  obeyed 
the  order. 

Have  you  taken  your  meafures,  and  chofen 
your  ground  ?  We  deep  to-night  in  the  tent ; 
you  muft  lay  us  at  our  eafe  in  it, — The  ground 
is  before  you,  replied  Groilitout ;  your  lodging 
is  in  my  breaft,  and  my  lungs  muft  extend  it. — 
By,  Mahomet !  exclaimed  the  general,  that  is  a 
ftrange  riddle, — u  It  is  not  a  riddle  faid  the 
dervife,  “  at  leaft  what  you  are  going  to  fee 
will  explain  it  to  you*  Let  us  approach  the 
place  where  the  operator  is  about  to  perform* 

Grofii- 
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GrofiitOut  had  a  final!  purfe,  of*  the  fize  of  an 
egg,  hung  to  a  girdle  with  which  his  breafi  Was 
girt.  It  appeared  to  be  fhut  iiy'  four3  fmaH 
firings,  at  the  end  of  wliich  fome  fmall  pins  of 
flee!  feemed  to  be  fixed.  He  opened  if,  and 
blowed  into  it ;  and  fuddenly  it  was  of  the  fize 
of  a  melon  :  He  continued  to  blow  till  he  could 
put  his  head  into  it ;  he  introduced  his  head  ; 
and  was  feeil  blowing  with  greater  force  in  the 
cap  he  had  formed  for  himfelf.  Every  inftant 
its  fize  incre^fed  ;  and,  as  it  defeended  to  the 
very  ground,  the  body  of  the  blower  was  entire¬ 
ly  (hot  up  in  it.  His  companions  then  took  up 
the  little  firings  of  the  purfe,  which  were  now 
become  cords,  and  drew  the  four  fides  ;  the  top 
of  the  ball  had  taken  the  fhape  of  a  tent,  which 
Was  fupported  by  four  pikes,  which  he  always 
carrried  with  him  in  their  march.  Gromtout 
continued  his  labour,  and  the  tent  incrCafed  fo 
as  commodioufly  to  lodge  twenty  people  j  and 
the  pins  of  fieei,  now  become  pikes  of  iron,  dri¬ 
ven  in  the  ground,  made  the  lodging  moft  com¬ 
pletely  firm. 

u  Holy  prophet !  exclaimed  Tranchemont, 
irf  raptures,  u  I  have  jufi  now  feen  the  king,  the 
very  god  of  mufh rooms  *,  it  is  a  perfe<fl  mira¬ 
cle  Without  flattery,  general/*  faid  Pre- 
taboire,  “  to  thofe  who  have  fecn  your  a&iotis 
every  thing  is  Credible,  and  bdafiing  is  exclud¬ 
ed  i 
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ed :  but  Groffitout  had  exerted  his  power  very 
fparingly  5  he  is  capable  of  blowing  up  a  tent 
fufiicient  to  lodge  all  the  pilgrims  to  Mecca,  with 
their  efcort.”  At  that  inftant  the  loud  found  of 
a  drum  was  heard  at  a  diftance  ;  and,  without 
the  perfect  unity  in  the  ftrokes,  one  would  have 
fuppofed  there  was  fifty.  “  What  fouud  is  that 
I  hear  faid  Tranchemont.”— It  is  nothing,0 
laid  the  dervife  ;  “  it  is  only  Toujourfdort  ftrok- 
Ing  his  belly  to  beat  a  retreat  ;  he  is  a  brave  fel¬ 
low  for  founding  a  charge.”— My  good  dervife, 
the  companions  of  your  penitence  are  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  people.— They  are  forced  like  me  to  live 
in  retirement,  on  account  of  the  bad  character 
they  have  with  the  public;  but,  with  your  affif- 
tance,  we  fhall  be  able  to  get  out  of  it;  and  we 
can  dikv^e  from  his  neft  this  ‘vulture  Bigftafii 
who  lets  loofe  upon  us  bafkets  full  of  his  fowls 
covered  over  with  fteel,  which  keep  our  troop 
jh  continual  alarm. 

Ah !  though  this  fellow  had  a  citadel  fur- 
rounded  with  a  triple  ditch  full  of  water,  6y 
mixing  a  little  honey  in  it,  you  would  foon 
drink  it  up.  I  would  attack  the  wall  with  my 
fabre,  and,  by  Mahomet !  you  know  whether  I 
can  cut  any  flices  I  would  intrench  myfelf  un¬ 
der  the  fortrefs,  before  they  could  think  of 
throwing  ftones  at  me.  I  would  caufe  Strong¬ 
back  throw  the  rubbifh  into  the  ditch,  and  I 
would  appear  unexpectedly  in  the  place.  You 
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Aould  then  fee  how  I  would  fall  upon  the  coat 
of  mail  by  which  all  thefe  rafeals  are  protected; 
—This  is  a  plan  truly  worthy  of  yourfelf,  ge¬ 
neral,  replied  Pretaboire,  but  the  tyrant  is  le- 
cure  from  fuch  an  attempt — I  fwear  by  your 
book,  venerable  dervife,  that  I  toll  devife 
fomc  plan  from  which  he  cannot  fecure  himfelf 
—but  let  us  go  to  fupper — It  is  the  beft  resolu¬ 
tion  we  can  at  prefent  take,  faid  the  dervife, 
for  the  roaft  would  have  been  cold  if  SoufHefeu 
had  n6t  kept  it  Warm.  /jr 

The  little  army  were  all  feated  round  a  well 
fumilhed  table,  lighted  by  a  lamp  with  three 
branches,  and  converfing  about  theirfuture  plans. 
“  Comrades  l”  faid  Tranchemont,  <(  you  may 
depend  upon  my  utmoft  exertions  to  merit  your 
approbation  j  but,  as  you  have  made  me  your 
Commander,  I  warn  you  that  our  march  toll 
be  regular  and  very  expeditious — I  have  only 
drunk  one  draught  of  water,  and  it  has  made 
me  lick — To-morrow,  by  funriff,  I  will  go 
through  the  review,  I  will  give  my  orders  5  and, 
the  camp  being  ftruck  during  the  review,  I  will 
immediately  begin  the  march. — Let  us  drink 
one  draught  of  liquor  and  go  to  bed,  thinking 
on'  the  victory  which  awaits  us — rWere  my  ftor 
mach  hollow  like  a  well,  I  will  deep  upon  thefe 
flints,  as  if  I  were  ftretched  on  a  bed  of  rofes. 
—Let  us  finifh  what  remains,  as  we  are  to  fet 
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out  to-morrow  with  a  great  project  In  our  heads  1 
We  muft  begin  with  ftarving  the  rats  in  this 
place,  by  leaving  them  not  even  a  cruft  to  gnaw 
- — Let  us  conclude  the  banquet  5  let  all  the 
troop  follow  me,  and  go  to .  the  camp*  It  is 
proper  that  we  fhould  fleep  in  the  tent — Come, 
(t  Quick-fight,  do  you  fee  any  thing  by  night?”— 
<c  As  well  as  by  day,  general.” — “  That’s  good  *, 
you  will  be  on  the  watch  around  the  camp,  and  to¬ 
morrow,  during  the  march,  you  fliall  enjoy  fleep 
upon  Strongback’s  fhoulders— — Grippenuage, 
draw  near ;  lay  hold  bn  that  cloud  which  you 
fee  over  our  heads,  by  means  of  your  clew,  and 
force  it  to  refrefh  the  air  by  fhedding  a  flight 
dew— Tojourfdort  will  go  to  fnore  around  the 
camp  within  reach  of  Quick-fight,  that  he 
may  he  able  to  give  the  alarm  if  any  thing  ex¬ 
traordinary  fhould  happen.— Come,  friends,  let 
each  of  us  take  one  of  thefe  fkins  to  ferve  him 
as  a  pillow;  warriors  never  renounce  the  con- 
veniencies  of  life  when  they  can  be  obtained.” 

“  O  great,  valiant,  and  wife  captain  1”  faid 
Pretaboire,  obeying  the  order,  and  marching 
before  the  troop.  When  they  had  filed  off, 
Tranchemont  entered  laft  into  the  tent,  and  lay 
down  in  the  middle.  The  next,  each  at  a  re- 
fpe&ful  diftance  from  the  general,  took  the 
place  which  appeared  moil  convenient  for  him  : 

The 
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fell  afleep. 

As  foon  as  the  morning  flat-  appeared  above 
the  horizon,  Quickfight  awaked  Toujourfdort, 
who,  yawning,  ftruckhis  belly,  and  the  found 
of  the  blow  re-echoed  through  the  neighbour- 
mg  caverns^  Tranchemont  was  inftantly  oh 
foot,  and  awaked  his  people.  «  Come,  my  com- 
radesf’  faid  he,  u  let  the  day  find  us  in  arms  * 
Groflitout,  lift  the  camp."  At  this  command 
everybody  left  the  tent;  Groflitout  alone  re-* 
mamed  in  it  to  labour,  while  the  flakes  were 
taking  away;  and,  before  fun-rife,  the  tent 
xvas  folded  up,  and  fixed  to  the  girdle  of  the 
perfon  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  carry  it. 

They  were  all  aflembled  for  the  grand  review, 
and  Pretaboire  was  in  the  rear  of  the  battalion! 
Brother  ?  laid  T.  ranchemont,  you  are  not  in 
your  proper  place;  as  you  are  our  councilor, 
you  fliould  have  been  in  the  centre ;  but  the 
art  of  war  has  undergone  fome  little  change, 
you  are  placed  in  the  rear;  and  frequently, 
when  the  van  has  begun  the  engagement,  your 
directions  come  too  late.  In  this  cafe,  however, 
as  the  ranks  arc  riot  vfcry  thick,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  your  coming  to  me  in  the  time  of 
need.  Is  your  book  in  good  condition?  Is  there 
no  leaf  wanting  ?— By  Mahomet  J  I  have  not 
the  whole  of  them ;  but  it  is  all  one ;  I  can  ea- 
fhy  fupply  the  defeCt. 
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Comrade  Quickfight,  your  eyes  are  fomewhat 
redj  bathe  them  in  frefh  water.  You  fliould 
guard  againft  defluxions. — Are  the  bow  £ud  ar¬ 
rows  of  Aimwell  in  proper  cafe  ? — There  is 
nothing  wanting,  general. — I  am  eager  to  be  able 
to  prove  your  dexterity,  that  I  may  fend  you  a 
mefiage,  dire£Uy  in  the  view  of  the  enemy. — 
Show  us  your  clue,  Grippenuage.  It  is  pretty 
round,  and  the  filk  well  fpun  1  It  is  much  finer 
than  a  cobweb.  But,  my  dear  companion  !  if 
you  would  liften  to  the  advice  of  an  old  foldler 
like  me,  you  fhould  foon  know,  that  a  talent, 
fo  precious  as  your’s,  ought  not  to  be  confined 
to  refrefhing  the  air,  and  wafhing  difhes.— 
Soufflefeu  !  I  cannot  fee  the  fire  you  have  in 
your  flomach,  but  I  fuppofe  it  is  the  depofitory 
of  fulphur  and  pitch,  fufficient  for  the  cam¬ 
paign.  As  we  are  about  to  fall  upon  the  kit¬ 
chen  of  another,  we  fhall  have  no  need  of 
your’s  for  our  food  *,  but  J  fhall  give  it  you  in 
charge  to  roaft  every  head  which  might  give  us 
any  trouble.— Cut-the-air  !  Your  fhoes  feem  to 
be  in  good  cafe  >  but  diftruff  your  tafle  for  figs ; 
you  ran  a  great  rifk  of  lofing  your  {lockings  and 
fhoes  *,  and,  in  returning  from  fuch  a  dilfance, 
you  might  have  caught  a  very  bad  cold. — Grof* 
fitout  1  you  have  put  up  the  tent  j  but,  let  ai% 
examine  if  the  pegs  are  at  it,  if  the  cords  are 
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every  thingis  right.  Tell  me,  Were  yon  to  blow  in¬ 
fo  a  melon,  could  you  make  it  as  large  as  a  gourd? 
No,  general. — It  has  been  faid  with  truth,  that  no 
talent  is]univerfal ! — Come  forward.  Strong-back  1 
you  mull:  get  ftraps  of  leather  to  manage  jour 
burden.  There  is  a  back  on  which,  were  it  level, 
one  might  build  a  pyramid ! — Do  you  pair  your 
nails  ?  That  is  an  error.  You  know  well,  that, 
to  lay  hold  of  any  thing,  die  hand  can  never  be 
fufficiently  extended.— Here  Toujourfdort !  your 
drum  is  well  fir  etched  ;  but  you  muft  not  moi- 
ften  it  too  much  within  with  hot  liquor,  that 
might  dry  its  'fkin — By  the  way,  let  me  hear 
fome  moderate  founds  of  your  trumpet.  Ton- 
jourfdort  obeyed,  by  emitting  fome  half-notes  in 
a  grave  tone  ;  but  they  were  fufficient  to  caft 
difmay  and  terror  over  the  whole  troop.  Cut> 
the-air  would  have  fled  to  the  di/hnee  of  an 
hundred  leagues,  if  his  legs  had  not  failed  him  ^ 
Strong-back  felt  his  knees  bend  under  him ; 
Quickiight  became  perfectly  blind  $  AimweU 
dropped  his  bow  and  arrows  Grippenuage 
looked  for  a  cloud  to  take  refuge  in ;  Grofiitout 
loft  his  breathing  *,  and  Soufflefeu  felt  himfelf 
chilled.  “  By  Mahomet V*  faid  Tranchemont, 
“  taking  Pretaboire  by  the  hand,  who  had  the 
Jhickup,  there’s  a  fine  pipe !  J  am  not  a  faint- 
*  L 1 2  hearted 
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hearted  chicken,  and  yet  I  am  trembling  like  a 
leaf.  Comrade  Toujourfdort !  you  are  poffef- 
fed  of  a  very  firpcrior  talent,  but,  if  you  pleafe, 
we  will  only  employ  it  on  defperate  occalions. 
Take  your  place  again  5  and  you,  my  friends, 
•who  have  acknowledged  me  as  your  general, 
liften,  while  I  explain  the  plan  of  the  battle  in 
\vhich  we  are  about  to  engage. 

Our  great  object  is  to  get  pofieflion  of  Kalla- 
cjahabalaba,  and  to  deftroy  Bigftaff.  He  has 
too  much  prudence  to  expofe  himfelf ;  he  will 
oppofe  us  with  his  mob,  which  we  will  over¬ 
come  ;  but  this  will  by  no  means  be  decifive. 
He  muft  be  forced  by  famine  to  capitulate  ;  let 
us  lay  wafte  the  country  which  furnifhes  him 
with  food  *,  and  let  us  reduce  him  to  the  ne- 
eeffity  of  eating  the  rock  for  fubfiftence  !  You 
have  all  the  elements  under  your  power ;  you 
can  burn,  deluge,  carry  off,  maffacre,  and  de¬ 
ftroy;  and  therefore  you  can  convert  this  coun¬ 
try  into  a  defart  in  a  very  ftiort  time.  A  mo¬ 
derate  war  might  have  the  moft  ruinous  con¬ 
ferences  ;  Whereas,  if  we  infpire  terror,  three 
fourths  of  the  people  will  endeavour  to  make 
their  efcape  by  flight.  All  that  we  have  to  do, 
is  to  find  out  in  what  place  we  are  to  begin 
to  plunder.” 

iC  Quickfight !”  faid  the  general  to  this  ad¬ 
mirable  fpy,  <f  look  towards  the  four  cardinal 

points. 
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points.  We  want  lome  eafy  buHnefs,  which  is 
almoft  at  our  hand.  What  do  you  obferve  in 
the  weft'”  —  "  At  the  diftance  of  twenty 
leagues,  general,  I  perceive  a  caravan  travel¬ 
ling  towards  us.”—"  Although,”  faid  Tranche- 
mont,  "  we  could  reach  them  by  funfet,  yet 
we  would  arrive  both  fatigued  and  hungry  ; 
and,  by  plundering  it,  we  £hould  do  no  injury 
to  Bigftaffj  .that’s  not  what  we  want;  Loojp 
toward  the  eaft.  «  I  obferve  there,  general,  n 
fertile  meadow,  on  which  there  are  a  great 
many  cattle,  and  foine  lhepherds.”  "  That 
obje<ft  may  deferve  our  attention  afterwards; 
but  there  is  no  food  ready  there  *,  and,  as  we 
fet  out  fading,  we  have  need  to  find  fomething 
perfectly  prepared  for  our  dinner.”—"  Ah  1” 
faid  Quickfight,  «  there’s  fomething  toward 
the  fouth,  ready  drefied !  I  fee  .preparation* 
making  for  a  confiderable  marriage.” — ,"  That 
will  do  our  bufinefs  indeed:  At  how  many 
leagues  diftance  ?”  —  "  At  ten.”  —  Is  it  in  a 
town?”—"  Yes,  and  a  pretty  populous  one;” 
— "  So  much  the  better ;  we  fhall  have  an  op* 
portunity  of  doing  the  more  mifchief  and  noiie. 
Thefe  people  Ihall  not  prevent  us  from  pm- 
forming  our  work.  Let  us  here  fix  our  plan.” 

Soufflefeu  will  enter  the  city  with  me,  and 
iet  fire  to  that  part  of  it  which  is  over  again  ft 
the  place,  where  the  nuptials  ihjtll  be  cele- 
L  1  3  bratcdl 
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brated.  I  will  enter  the  houfe  where  the  feaft 
h  to  be  held,  and  feize  the  bride ;  and,  fhould 
the  bridegroom,  the  father,  or  the  relations,  be 
troublefome,  I  will  diftribute  among  them  a  few 
blows  ;  and,  fhould  that  not  quiet  them,  Tou- 
jourfdort  (hall  fpeak  a  foft  word  in  their  ear  from 
me;  and  I  am  of  opinion  they  will  mot  make 
him  repeat  it.  SoufHefeu  fhall  burn  every 
thing  except  the  houfe,  where  we  will  dine  in 
perfect  tranquility.  As  the  inhabitants  might 
attack  Us  in  a  body,  and  throw  hones  at  us,  I 
order  Grippenuage  to  feat  himfelf  on  the  firft 
cloud  he  (hall  meet,  to  run  after  a  good  many 
more,  and,  having  joined  them  together,  to  fol¬ 
low  us  with  the  collected  mats ;  he  fhall  then 
pour  down  a  thoufand  cart-loads  of  hail  on  the 
heads  of  the  malecontents,  and  we  fhall  take 
care  to  referve  for  him  his  full  fhare  of  the 
dinner.  “  By  Mahomet  !”  faid  Pretaboire, 
<<  there  never  was  an  enterprise  formed  with  fo 
many  wife  precautions.”—"  Are  youpleafed  then, 
dervife  ?”  faid  Tranchemont ;  “  indeed  I  think 
■every  body  muft  he  fo.  Come  along ;  let  us 
march  forward.  Toujourfdort,  beat  agreeably,  as 
we  are  going  to  a  marriage.”  The  drummer 
Obeyed,  and  the  troop  advanced  in  good  order. 

When  they  were  within  two  leagues  of  the 
city,  Tranchemont  ordered  Cut-the-air  to  exa¬ 
mine  what  was  going  on  at  the  feaft,  and  to  ob- 
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ferve  if  dinner  was  not  ferved  up  toofoon.  Iif 
three  minutes  the  mefienger  returned.  “  They 
are  idolaters/’  faid  he,  “  and  are  facrificing,  be¬ 
fore  an.  idol  of  wood,  a  beautiful  heifer,  with  gil¬ 
ded  horns,  which  will  be  roaded  in  an  hour 
the  fartheft.”  “  By  Mahomet  j  faid  Tranche- 
mont  to  Pretaboire,  “  ought  not  you  to  be 
greatly  delighted  ?  We  are  going  to  labour  a- 
gaind  idolatry,  and  you  fhall  haye  the  charge  pf 
overturning  the  idol.  Conjure  it  with  your 
book;  I  recommend  it  to  yon. — A  marriage 
performed  before  an  idol,  and  without  a  cadi ! 
It  is  null  and  void.  I  will  marry  this  young 
perfon  after  the  Mahometan  manner,  in  order  to 
bring  her  back  to  the  right  way.” 

.»  During  this  eonverfation,  the  march,  was  not 
Interrupted.  They  dill  proceeded  on  their 
road;  and  at  length  arrived  in  the  town,  direfUy 
before  the  houfe  where  the  two  families  were  ad 
fembled.  Tranchemont  entered  it  as  if  it  had 
been  his  own.  “  What,”  faid  he,  “  does  any  one 
marry  here  without  my  knowledge  ?  and  do 
they  fit  down  to  table  without  me  ?”  Let  any 
one  figure  to  himfelf  the  aftonifhment  of  the 
honed  townfinen ;  they  looked  at  one  another 
without  fpeaking  a  word,  and  trembled  as  they 
examined  the  armed  man,  who  fpoke  to- them  in 
this  manner.  “  We  are  undone  !  they  ex¬ 
claimed*  "  it  is  BigdafF,  it  is  the  tyrant  him¬ 
felf/* 
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felf.”— “  You  lie,  rafcals!  There  is  no  tyrant  here* 
For  whom  do  you  take  me  ?  Know  that  I  am 
thehulband  of  this  lair  young  woipan,  and  that 
flic  lhall  Jaavc  no  other.”  Saying  this,  he  took 
hold  of  her  by  the  arm  ;  the  hufband  and  the 
relations  advanced  to  free  her  from  his  hands  J 
but,  with  a  tingle  blow,  and  two  back  ftrokes, 
he  dretched  them  on  the  ground.  ^Every  one 
bid  hold  of  a  dick,  of  a  knife,  of  fome  piece  of 
furniture,  or  of  whatever  offered  itfelf  to  his 
hand,  in  order  to  fall  upon  the  ravilher ;  but, 
all  at  once,  Toujourfdort  began  to  fneeze.  This 
was  a  talent  of  which  Tranchemont  was  dill  ig¬ 
norant  ;  he  was  fo  dunned  with  it,  that  had  he 
been  lefs  eager  for  his  prey,  he  would  have  let 
go  his  hold.  In  the  mean  time,  men  and  wo¬ 
men,  and  every  thing  in  the  houfe,  was  over¬ 
turned  ;  and  the  houfe  itfelf,  which  was  not 
very  throng,  was  fhaken  with  the  found. 

When  Tranchemont  had  recovered  from  his 
aftonilhment,  he  faid  to  his  noify  fipiire,  “  Come 
along !  Rid  me  of  all  that  rabble  5  and  whoever 
is  too  far  from  the  door,  throw  them  out  at  the 
window.  Toujourfdort  obeyed,  and  the  houfe 
was  cleared  of  all  its  gueds.  There  only  re¬ 
mained  the  young  wife,  who,  having  ^fainted 
through  terror,  would  have  fallen  like  the.  red, 
had  fhe  not  been  fupported  by  the  vigorous 
captain.  Meanwhile  a  cry  of  fire  was  heard 
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through  the  whole  town,  and  fhrieks  and  how- 
lings  were  every  where  fet  up.  u  Come,”  Taid 
Tranchemont  to  Toujourfdort,  (<  this  is  not  a 
time  to  fnore ;  our  companions  may  lofe  them- 
felves  amid  this  confufion  *,  you  muft  beat  the 
fignal.”  The  drummer  did  fo,  the  whole  troop 
returned;  and  the  entertainment,  prepared  for 
the  nuptials,  was  eaten  up. 

The  new  married  wife,  obliged  to  remain 
with  this  company,  and  endure  the  brutal  ca- 
refies  of  Tranchemont,  ceafed  not  to  fhed 
tears.  w  What  pleafure  fhould  I  have  in  com¬ 
forting  you,  my  beautiful  girl  !”  faid  the  Cap¬ 
tain  to  her ;  “  died  one  of  thefe  pretty  tears  in 
my  cup ;  it  will  make  the  drink  delicious.* 
But  £he  turned  away  her  head  with  an  air, 
which  Was  expreflive  at  once  of  her  grief  and 
difgufh 

While  thefe  robbers  were  eating,  and  glut¬ 
ting  themfelves  moft  immoderately,  a  fmall  de- 
tacliment  of  fifteen  men  belonging  to  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Kallacahabalaba,  who  ufually  went  their 
round  in  the  neighbourhood,  had  been  inform¬ 
ed  of  their  arrival ;  their  chief  had  been  de- 
feribed  to  them  ;  but  they  did  not  confider 
Tranchemont  as  very  formidable  ;  they  there¬ 
fore  furrounded  the  houfe  where  he  and  his 
followers  were,  and  prepared  to  attack  him. 
The  chief  of  this  detachment  entered  hidden  ly, 
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with  his  fabrc  raifed  over  Toujourfdort,  wh^, 
by  fneezing,  warded  off  the  ftroke.  Tranche- 
mont,  alarmed  at  the  noife,  arofe  and  put  him- 
felf  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  A  blow  of  his  fa- 
bfe  had  cleft  from  head  to  foot  the  boldeft  of 
them ;  with  a  back  ftroke  he  cut  in  two  the 
perfon  who  followed  ;  the  third  had  h  flioulder 
broken  ;  the  fourth  loft  the  half  of  his  arm  ; 
the  fifth  loft  his  head  ;  and  the  ftxth  loft  both 
his  legs.  When  the  other  foldiers  of  BigftafF 
beheld  this  defeat,  terror  adminiftered  wings  to 
them ;  and,  that  they  might  fly  with  the  greater 
fpeed,  they  threw  away  their  arms  and  their  buck¬ 
lers.  The  companions  of  Tranchemont,  feeing 
them  in  diforder,  purfued  them  without  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  refpite.  Grippenuage  Ihowerfcd  hail  up¬ 
on  them  ;  Soufflefeu  roafted  as  many  of  them 
as  he  met  with ;  and  Toujourfdort  fneezed  in 
the  ears  of  thofe  whom  he  could  come  up  with; 
even  Fretaboire  himfelf  knocked  them  down 
with  his  book ;  they  all  fell  perfectly  ftunned, 
and  were  delivered  to  the  fabre  of  Tranche¬ 
mont,  who  completed  their  deftru&ion  ;  fo  that 
not  not  one  of  them  was  left  to  carry  the  report; 
©f  their  common  difafter. 

After  this  defeat,  the  victorious  general  re¬ 
turned  to  enjoy  the  reward  of  his  victory,  in  tha 
arms  of  his  conqueft.  During  the  battle,  how¬ 
ever,  (he  had  made  her  efcape..  He  entered 
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in  great  fury,  and  called  Quiddight.  «  HolaP’ 
i^id  he,  «  wilt  thou  Aider  thy  chief  to  be  de¬ 
prived  of  all  the  happinefs  he  had  a  right  to 
promife  himfelf  ?  Seek  for  the  faithlefs  girl  to 
me. — By  Mahomet !  Curie  on  the  fellow  who 
conceals  her !”  Q^iickfight  exerted  his  utmoA 
addrefs  and  attention.  «  General  !  I  cannot 
perceive  her.  I  obferve  very  plainly  a  compa¬ 
ny  of  women  three  leagues  diAant  from  this, 
flying  with  their  children  and  baggage,  but 
the  new  married  woman  is  not  of  the  number. 
The  walls  of  the  town,  however,  cannot  con¬ 
ceal  her  from  me,  for  they  were  of  wood,  and 
are  all  burnt  down  ;  fhe  mull  of  neceffity  be 
onder  the  ground,  and  there  you  know  I  can 
fee  nothing.  “  Ah !  by  the  holy  prophet  !” 
exclaimed  Tranchemont,  “  it  is  very  hard  to 
conquer  without  enjoying  the  triumph.  This 
is  another  trick  of  my  bitch  of  a  Aar  !  Oh, 
for  a  thoufand  bombs  !  It  difputes  every  kind 

of  viftory  with  me ;  I  am  in  perfeft  defpair _ 

Go,  order  Toujourfdort  to  found  a  retreat, 
and  let  every  one  take  his  feat  at  the  table ! 
There  is  fomething  here  to  drink,  and  my 
grief  is  of  that  kind  that  it  muA  be  abfolutely 
drowned. 

The  little  troop  foon  rejoined  their  general; 
2nd,  as  they  fhared  in  his  afte&ion,  fo  they 
^  likewife 
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like  wife  partook  of  the  confolation  he  had  cho-- 
fen. 

“  Ah !  my  dear  Strong-back  !”  faid  Tran- 
chemont,  “  the  pretty  limbs  you  would  have 
carried  on  your  Ihoulders  I  Never  would  you 
have  been  loaded  with  fo  fweet  a  burden!  But, 
like  the  dervife,  we  are,  at  prefent,  forced  to 
lead  a  life  of  penitence ;  let  us  continue  it,  at 
lead  till  the  middle  of  the  night,  that  it  may 
be  more  meritorious*  You,  Toujourfdort !  as. 
I  have  great  confidence  in  your  talent,  I  give 
it  to  you  in  charge  to  fecure  our  repofe  till 
funfet.  Go,  and  take  a  turn  at  half  a  league’s 
diftance  from  this  place  5  and,  whenever  you 
fhall  perceive  any  curious  prying  people,  beat 
as  it  were  eighty  drums,  and  (bund  your  trum¬ 
pet  fomewhat  loudly.”  Toujourfdort  obeyed, 
while  his  companions  continued  the  immode¬ 
rate  enjoyment  of  the  bottle,  till  they  were  all 
jftretched  under  the  table. 

There  was  not  a  wedding  every  day,  other- 
wife  they  would  have  found  their  entertain¬ 
ment  quite  ready,  without  giving  themfelves 
any  trouble.  Next  day,  the  troop,  under  the 
command  of  Tranchemont,  made  prodigious 
havock  on  every  fide  ;  and  with  fo  much  the 
more  boldnefs,  that,  under  fuch  a  leader,  they 
Battered  themfelves  with  impunity.  But  they 
themfelves  were  obliged  to  dre&  whatever  they 
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wanted  to  eat.  Every  night  they  encamped  un¬ 
der  their  tent,  the  fituation  of  which  was 
unknown,  for  they  never  pitched  it  till  it  was 
dark.  During  the  day  they  were  frequently 
obliged  to  light,  becaufe  they  met  with  fmali 
detachments,like  that  which  had  propofcd  to  fur- 
round  them ;  thefe  they  invariably  put  to  death. 
Whoever  efcaped  the  fword  and  the  fire,  fell 
before  the  voice  of  Toujourfdort,  who  com¬ 
pletely  broke  the  drum  of  their  ears  by  whif* 
pering  to  them.  At  length,  the  bail  was  Shower¬ 
ed  down  upon  them,  and  completed  the  difaftet 
and  delegation. 

A  man,  however,  had  devifed  a  method  of 
delivering  the  country  from  this  terrible 
Scourge,  which  was  fpreading  fuch  defolation. 
This  was,  by  arming  the  inhabitants  with 
flings,  and  overwhelming  the  authors  of  all 
this  deft  ruction  with  ftones.  Quickfight  ob- 
ferved  this  man,  as  he  was  trying  this  new 
weapon,  the  ufe  of  which  he  was  to  propofe* 
He  faw  him  about  to  communicate  his  difcove- 
ry  to  the  people  around  him.  But,  at  the  very 
moment  in  which  he  opened  his  mouth,  an  ar¬ 
row  flew  from  Aim  well’s  bow,  entered  his 
throat,  and  arrefted  the  falutary  advice  in  its 
paflage.  The  country  was  in  abfolute  delpair ; 
and  advices  to  that  purpofe  were  carried  from 
all  quarters  to  Kallacahabalaba,  by  an  hundred 
arrows  which  alighted  in  it :  (This  was  the  way 
Vol.  II.  M  m  in 
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in  which  requefts  were  prefented  to  BigftafF, 
and  in  which  all  complaints  or  advices  reached 
him).  Upon  this ,  the  tyrant  fummoned  his 
council,  which  confifted  of  a  Angle  aftrologer 
deeply  fkilled  in  geomancy. 

*«  You  fee  to  what  a  condition  we  are  about 
to  be  reduced,”  faid  he :  u  Nobody  indeed  can 
difturb  us  here ;  but  nothing  can  fave  us  from 
the  famine  by  which  we  are  threatened.  Hi¬ 
therto  my  arms  have  fuccefsfully  oppofed  thefe 
extraordinary  robbers  who  infeft  my  country ; 
but  their  audacity  has,  witliout  doubt,  increa- 
fed  with  their  ftrength.  They  have  at  their 
head  a  chief,  who  alone  hath  deftroyed  feveral 
detachments  of  my  foldiers,  who  watch  over 
the  fafety  of  thefe  countries,  and  collect  the 
taxes  :  There  is  fomething  very  fupernatiiral  in 
the  reports  and  complaints  which  have  been 
made  to  me ;  devife  therefore  fbme  method  by 
which  we  may  provide  for  our  fafety.” — .«  I 
have  been  thinking  on  that  for  fome  time,”  re¬ 
plied  the  learned  perfon.  “  I  have  caft  the  nati¬ 
vity  of  all  thefe  people,  and  have  found,  that 
ordinary  arms  could  give  you  no  advantage 
over  them.  The  pretended  talents,  which  they 
employ  to  fuch  bad  purpofes,  are  more  or  lefs 
magical ;  but  this  art  is  fo  very  defective,  that 
the  moft  powerful  mean  it  employs  may  be 
rendered  inefifcttual,  by  the  moft  trifling  of  all 
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thofe  which  may  be  dire&ly  oppofed  to  it: 
Thus,  I  will  approach  Toujourfdort  with  cot¬ 
ton  in  my  ears,  and  his  drum  will  have  no  ef¬ 
fect  upon  me.  I  will  fpit  in  Soufflcfeu’s  mouth, 
and  the  fire  will  be  extinguiihed.  Quickiight 
becomes  ufelefs,  in  proportion  as  danger  ap¬ 
proaches.  The  arrow  .of  Aimwell  is  blunted 
againft  fteel.  Cut-the-air  is  but  a  mefienger, 
who  may  be  eafily  Hopped.  The  fcience  of 
Oippenuage  depends  upon  a  thread,  which  it 
may  be  pofiible  to  cut.  Pretaboire  is  but  » 
coward  of  a  dcrviie,  and  can  do  nothing  where 
there  is  not  water  to  drink }  but  we  mull  fe- 
cure  ouriclves  againft  his  book.  Oroffitout 
and  Strong-back  make  part  of  the  baggage, 
and  are  by  no  means  formidable.  But  the 
mod  dangerous  enemy  whom  we  have  to 
encounter  is  Captain  Tranchemont,  the  chief 
of  that  curfed  race.  He  is  conftantly  out  of 
favour  with  the  ftars  ;  and  is  a&ually  endowed 
by  them  with  the  gift  of  doing  all  poffible  mis¬ 
chief,  without  ever  performing  one  good  office. 
He  hath  a  ready  and  attive  genius,  an  intrepid 
foul,  and  a  body  of  uncommon  ftrength ;  but 
he  is  the  perpetual  victim  of  his  rafhnefs.  He 
wears  a  fabre  all  befpangled,  which  the  dia¬ 
mond  itfelf  cannot  refift :  Should  you  oppole 
to  him  your  club  of  brafs,  he  would  cut  it  in  a 
thou fand  pieces,  and  you  would  be  inftantly 
M  m  2  difarmed. 
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di farmed.  His  ufual  cuftom  is  to  fend  a  chal¬ 
lenge  ;  but  he  has  been  already  informed  that 
you  never  aceept  any  but  on  conditions  1 6 
vvhich  he  will  not  agree.  However,  Sir !  if 
you  will  arm  yourfelf  and  your  foldiers  as 
I  fhall  advife,  I  will  venture  to  promife 
you  infallible  fuccefs  over  him  and  all  his 
troop.” — u  Go  to  my  arfenal,”  laid  BigftafF, 
u  and  caufe  all  the  arms  you  fhall  judge  pro¬ 
per  for  my  foldiers  and  myfelf  to  be  prepared  : 
i  hold  your  advice  in  too  great  eftimation  not 
to  follow  it  implicitly.” — “  I  warn  you,  how¬ 
ever,”  faid  the  aftrologer,  “  that  thefe  arms 
will  be  very  uncommon.” — “  It  docs  not  figni- 
fy ;  they  will  be  fo  much  the  fitter  for  enga¬ 
ging  the  enemy:  One  uncommon  thing  muft 
be  oppofed  by  another  equally  wonderful.” 

Captain  Tranchemont  continued  to  ravage 
the  plain :  And  Bigftaff,  in  concert  with  his 
learned  counfellor,  prepared  the  little  army 
which  was  to  take  the  field.  It  was  affembled; 
and,  with  great  fecrecy,  the  arms  and  inftru- 
ments  of  War  with  which  it  was  to  be  furnifh- 
ed,  were  completed  in  the  arfenals.  When  all 
was  ready,  a  body  of  three  hundred  men,  fin¬ 
ning  in  fteel,  was  let  down  from  the  fortrefs  by 
the  help  of  pullies  and  bafkets,  and  covered  the 
plain. 
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<c  The  enemy !  The  enemy  1”  exclaimed 
Quickfight.  “  Are  they  let  down  from  the 
minarets  ?”  faid  Tranchemont. — “  Yes,  Gene¬ 
ral  5  fee,  the  balkets  are  emptying !  Three  hun¬ 
dred  men,  and  a  chief  who  commands  them, 
have  come  out. — It  is  the  tyrant  himfelf  *,  I 
know  him  by  his  ftature  :  He  appears  muclv 
taller  than  common. — Ah!  what  a  lingular  hel¬ 
met  he  wears  upon  his  head !  It  is  a  large  feeth- 
ing-pOt  •,  Soufflefeu  muft  make  it  boil. — His 
buckler  is  five  inches  thick ;  and  his  eyes 
fparkle  as  if  they  were  burning. — Shall  I  go, 
"General !  and  put  the  (lake  before  Aimwell, 
that  he  may  fend  him  a  prefent  from  you  to 
his  left  eye  ?” — “  You  are  very,  zealous,  fol- 
dier  !”  faid  Tranchemont ;  u  look,  but  pre¬ 
fume  not  to  advife. — My  enemy  is  then  in  the 
plain,  and  guarded  in  a  very  ridiculous  man¬ 
ner  againft  my  ftrokes ! — Come,  Totijourfdort ! 
Summon  all  our  people  by  the  fignal,  and  let 
us  march  to  meet  the  enemy. 

The  two  armies  were  foon  in  view,  and 
within  the  reach  ©f  an  arrow.  Tranchemont 
was  Rationed  in  the  centre,  betwixt  Toujourf- 
dort  and  SoufHefeu;  Pretaboire  and  Quick- 
figlit  were  in  the  right  wing ;  and  Cut-the-air 
and  Aimwell  in  the  left;  StrOhg-back  and 
Groflitout  were  placed  in  the  rear ;  and  Grip- 
penuage  dragged  along  with  him  a  temp£ft, 
Mm3  which 
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which  he  balanced  in  the*air,  waiting  the  pro¬ 
per  opportunity  to  diicharge  it. 

On  his  fide,  Bigftaff  made  the  neceffary  dif- 
pofiticmsj  and  drew  up  his  army  in  a  line 
three  men  deep.  ’In  the  foremoft  rank,  were 
placed  thofe  who  handled  the  naked  armour  ; 
every  foldier  in  the  fecond  was  arjned  with  a 
fyringe ;  and  thofe  in  the  third  with  a  pair  of 
fciffafs  •,  and  all  were  armed  with  defenfive 
weapons  of  the  very  beft  temper. 

Tranchemont  beheld  this  triple  row  of  war¬ 
riors  difplayed  dgainft  him  \  and,  full  of  con¬ 
fidence  in  his  forces,  he  marched  forward  in 
full  affurance  of  an  eafy  victory.  He  advanced 
ten  paces  before  Ids  troop,  as  if  to  challenge 
his  enemy  to  fingle  combat.  Bigftaff  advanced 
•in  order  to  accept ;  and  the  armies  remained 
iri  fufpenfe,  when  Tranchemont  ordered  Tou- 
jourfdort  to  found  the  charge.  This  was  the 
only  Order  that  was  well  executed  *,  for,  in  every 
other  -refpeft,  events,  unforefeen  by  Tranche¬ 
mont,  difconcerted  all  his  projects,  and  ren¬ 
dered  his  efforts  ineffectual. 

As  fooh  as  Tranchemont  and  his  adverfary 
had  Oppofed  buckler  to  buckler,  the  former 
wifhed  to  difcbarge  on  the  head  of  Bigftaff  one 
of  thofe  dCcifiVe  ftrokes,  by  which  the  ftrength 
of  liis  atm,  and  the  temper  of  his  blade,  had 
Been  fo  often  ftgnalized  5  But,  before  lie  ftruck> 

he 
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he  thought  of  addre  fling,  in  the  following 
manner,  the  enemy,  over  whom  he  was  cer¬ 
tain  of  victory. 

“  Bigftaff  !”  faid  he  to  him,  “  tyrant  of 
fcullions!  art  thou  not  afhamed  to  prefent 
thyfelf  to  battle  with  a  pot  upon  thy  head  ? 
Doll  thou  think  then  that  thy  kitchen-tack¬ 
ling  can  fave  thee  from  the  ftrokes  with  which 
thou  art  threatened?  Or,  hath  my  evil  ftar 
fuggefted  to  you  this  ridiculous  defence,  that  I 
might  reap  nothing  from  my  vi&ory  but  the 
difgrace  of  having  triumphed  over  the  prince 
of  cooks  ?  Muft  the  brave  foldiers  Of  Tranche- 
mont  then  engage  with  apothecaries  and  bar¬ 
bers? — Dareft  thou  lift  againft  me  the  club, 
which  does  not  become  thy  fhameful  hand  fo 
well  as  the  fpit  on  which  thy  roaft  is  turned 
every  day  ?  It  would  have  matched  thy  helmet 
and  buckler  extremely  well.” 

“  Tranchemont,”  replied  Bigftaff,  “  thy 
Words  and  thy  condtuft  are  alike.  I  am  not 
come  out  againft  thee  to  encounter  a  warrior, 
but  a  butcher,  by  profeflion.  And,  if  it  be¬ 
longs  to  me  to  a<ft  nobly  in  every  thing,  to  you 
-it  belongs  to  perifh  by  an  ignominious  death. 
Thou  challenged  me  to  inflifl  the  firft  blow ; 
dare  thyfelf  to  give  it.” — ><c  By  Mahomet  thou 
(halt  not  be  deceived,”  faid  Tranchemont. 
With  thefe  words  he  let  fall  a  ftroke,  quicker 

than 
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than  lightening,  on  the  pot  which  covered  the 
head  of  his  enemy  j  but  the  moment  the  fabre 
touched  it,  inftead  of  penetrating  the  pot,  it  re¬ 
bounded  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  lhake  the 
vigorous  arm  which  wielded  it.  Tranchemont, 
aftoniflied  at  this  reliftance,  wanted  to  cleave, 
with  one  blow,  the  arm  and  the  buckler  of  his 
adverfary  5  but  the  blade  of  his  feymitar  flew 
into  pieces.  Inftead  of  having  ftruck,  as  he 
thought,  upon  iron,  it  was  againft  a  hollow 
gourd  and  a  moulded  cheefe,  that  the  magical 
power  of  his  fabre  was  exhaufted. 

“  Great  God  !”  exclaimed  Tranchemont, 
as  he  retreated  four  fteps $  “  Holla !  Souffle- 
feu  !  Let  this  head  be  put  to  the  Are,  and 
make  it  as  hot  as  that  of  helL,, 

Soufflefeu  was  about  to  obey  5  but  inftantly 
a  deluge  of  water  entered  his  mouth,  directed 
from  an  hundred  fyringes ;  and  there  iflued 
out  of  it  nothing  but  a  thick  fmoke.  Depri¬ 
ved  of  this  aid,  the  difconcerted  general  called 
Grippenuage  to  his  afliftance,  who  hovered  o- 
ver  the  army  with  a  proviflon  of  hail  and  thun¬ 
der  $  but  all  the  feiflars  of  the  third  line  of 
Bigftaff’s  foldiers  were  in  the  air,  and,  by  cut¬ 
ting  the  inviflble  threads,  turned  the  ftorm  a- 
gainft  the  oppoflng  army. 

Tranchemont  then,  declining  an  honourable 
retreat,  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  ufe  of  his 

taft 
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laft  refource,  and  made  Toujourfdcrt  beat  the 
march.  But,  in  confequence  of  the  cotton 
with  which  the  ears  of  his  foldiers  were  flop¬ 
ped,  the  army  of  BigftafF  was  not  difmayed 
with  the  noife.  They  at  length  furrounded 
Tranchemont.  The  drummer  redoubled  his 
ftrokes  upon  his  enormous  belly,  and  the 
whole  troop  was  flunned  with  the  terrible  din, 
and  fled  with  all  their  fpeed ;  but  Tranche¬ 
mont  remained  the  viftim.  The  tyrant  of  Kal- 
lacahabalaba  put  him  to  death  with  his  club  J 
ToUjOurfdort  burftj  Soufllefeu  was  fuffocated 
by  the  fmoke ;  the  reft  efcaped  as  well  as  they 
could,  and  fought  their  fafety  in  the  caverps 
which  had  ferved  them  for  a  retreat. 


In  this  manner  did  Dobil-Hafen  finifh  his 
ftory.  The  attention  which  had  been  paid  to 
him,  and  the  pleafed  air  which  he  thought  he 
remarked  in  his  hearers,  infpired  him  With  good 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  “  I  have,”  faid  he,  “  related 
very  extraordinary  things,  but  the  terms  which 
we  have  accepted  obliged  me  to  tell  a  ftory, 
the  incidents  of  which  {hould  be  abfolutely  new. 
I  have  made  them  happen  to  unknown  cha- 
rafters  5  I  have  had  the  greateft  delire  to  pleafe 
my  amiable  coufin,  but  know  not  if  I  have  been 

fo. 
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fo  happy.” — “  O  moft  certainly,”  faid  Vafume, 
u  your  ftory  hath  given  us  all  very  great  plea- 
furc  j  and  my  good  Nan6  will  not  deny  that  lhe 
laughed  very  heartily.” — u  I  confds,”  faki  the 
nurfe,  “  I  was  all  attention  5  and  every  tno- 
niient  I  expelled  fome  new  jefb  I  was  igno¬ 
rant  of  this  manner  of  telling  ftoriesrand  felt  it 

entirely  new  to  me. - But  is  this  all  we  are 

to  hear  ?” — No-,  any  nurfe,”  replied 

Vafume^  "  there  is  Bill  another,  and  we  wait 
with  impatience  till  he  who  is  to  relate  it  fhall 
choofe  to  begin.”  Saying  this,  fhe  caft  her 
eyes  on  the  youngeft  of  her  coufins,  whom  ti¬ 
midity  kept  filent. 

Valid-Hafen  was  more  paflionately  in  love 
with  his  coufln  than  his  brothers :  His.  inclination 
was  under  the  influence  of  a  more  delicate,  and 
lefs  interefted  tafte;  and  he  would  have  prefer¬ 
red  her  to  the  moft  advantageous  match  in  Su¬ 
rat.  But,  at  that  moment,  the  fear  of  lofing 
her  banifhed  from  his  mind  all  the  refources  of 
his  imagination  ;  and,  although  he  was  endow¬ 
ed  with  an  uncommon  memory  and  under- 
handing,  nothing  prefented  itfelf  to  his  mind 
which  did  not  appear  to  have  been  thought  of 
by  others  ;  perhaps,  alfo,  felf-love  might  be  at 
.flake.  However  -  that  be,  his  embarraflinent 
was  very  vifible,  his  lips  trembled,  and  an  in¬ 
voluntary  blufh  overfpread  his  forehead.  This 
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hesitation  alarmed  the  beautiful  Vafume,  who, 
being  more  particularly  interefted  in  her  young 
couiln,  fecretly  wilhed  that  he  might  be  victo¬ 
rious  ;  and  the  good  Nane  expected  a  ftory. 

At  length  Valid-Hafen  took  courage,  and 
got  over  the  dangerous  ftep  which  he  dreaded* 
by  beginning  as  follows ; 

Jet  '/&  3 
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O  CHEHERAZADEj  having  finiflied  the  fie¬ 
ry  of  Schebandad  of  Surat,  waited  the  or¬ 
ders  of  the  Sultan  Schahriar. — “  What.”  faid 
he  “  is  your  ftory  ended  ?” — “  Invincible  Sul¬ 
tan,”  replied  die,  “  I  would  wifii  to  vary  your 
pleafures,  by  giving  you  a  new  and  more  in- 
terefting  relation,  of  a  different  kind  from  the 
former;' but  it  is  very  long,  and  theday  is  fall 
approaching.  Therefore,  as  I  have  need  of 
repofe,  I  will,  with  the  permifiion  of  my  Xord 
and  Mafier,  referve  the  fiotj;  of  B  jhetzad  and 
his  ten  Viziers  for  the  evening.”  “  It  is  rea- 
fonable,”  faid  the  Sultan,  “  I  feel  myfelf  a 
little  drowfy  as  well  as  you,  and  I  fiiould  be 
glad  likewife  to  repofe.”  Upon  a  fignal  given 
with  his  hand,  the  lights  wort  put  out,  the 
aifembly  broke  up,  and  the  feraglio  was  funk, 
in  (lienee. 

The  evening  being  at  length  come,  and  eve¬ 
ry  thing  prepared  for  hearing  the  fiory  of  the 
Vol.  III.  A  beau- 
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beautiful  Sultanefs,  ftie  addreffed  Schahriar 
in  thefe  words :  “  I  warn  jour  Highnefs  be¬ 
forehand,  not  to  exped  in  this  ftory,  any  of 
thofe  extraordinary  fads,  of  which  your  Ma- 

jefty  appears  to  me  to  be  fo  fond :  but - ■” 

“  What,”  interrupted  the  Sultan,  “  no  birds? 
no  more  magic?” — “  No,  Sire,  the  moral  of 
this  ftory  is  drawn  from  the  predeftination  of 
man  ;  and  I  will  prove  to  your  Majefty,  that 
nothing  on  earth  can  alter  the  decrees  of  hea¬ 
ven.”  “  If  it  be  fo,”  replied  the  Sultan,  “  it 
is  certainly  decreed,  that  I  fliould  attend  to 
your  ftory  : — you  may  therefore  begin  it.” 

Scheherazade,  after  a  gentle  inclination  of 
the  head,  fpoke  as  follows  : 


Story  of  Bohetzad ,  and  his  Ten  Viziers, 

The  kingdom  of  Dineroux  comprehended  all 
Syria,  and  the  Ifles  of  India,  lying  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Perfian  Gulf.  This  powerful 
ftate  was  formerly  fubjed  to  King  Bohetzad, 
who  refided  in  the  city  of  Iflefiara.  Nothing 
could  equal  the  power  of  this  Monarch.  His 
troops  were  without  number,  his  treafures 
inexh^uftible,  and  the  population  of  his  do¬ 
minions  was  equal  to  their  fertility.  His 

whole 
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whole  kingdom,  divided  into  ten  great  depart¬ 
ments,  was  entrufted  to  the  adminifl ration  of 
ten  Viziers,  of  whom  his  divan  was  compofed. 
This  Prince  ufed  often  to  repair  to  the  chafe, 
as  a  recreation  after  the  cares  of  government. 

One  day,  while  he  entered  with  his  ufual 
keennefs  into  this  exercife,  he  allowed  himfelf 
to  be  carried  fo  far  in  purfuit  of  a  (tag,  which 
had  darted  into  the  foreft,  and  left  his  attend¬ 
ants  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  that,  upon  coming 
cut  of  the  wood,  he  could  perceive  none 
of  his  people.  He  had  alfo  loft  fight  of  his 
prey ;  and  while  he  endeavoured  to  find  out 
the  Eaft  of  the  place  he  was  in,  he  per¬ 
ceived,  at  a  diftance,  a  pretty  large  troop 
of  men.  He  approached  them,  and  as  he 
drew  near,  he  could  diftinguifh  a  body  of  forty 
Knights  *,  furrounding  a  fplendid  litter,  the 
brightnefs  of  -which  was  heightened  by  the 
rays  of  the  fun.  This  carriage  was  made  of 
rock  cryftal:  the  mouldings  and  hinges  were 
of  carved  gold  ;  and  the  roof,  in  form  of  a 
crown,  was  made  of  wood  of  aloes,  having 
A  2  coriiices 

•  Knights.  The  very  ancient  knighthood  of  India, 
exifts  there  to  this  day  Thofe  who  devote  them- 
felves  to  this  manner  of  life,  come,  armed  from  head 
to  foot,  to  offer  their  fervices  to  the  different  Prin¬ 
ces.  See  the  memoirs  of  Hyder-Ali  Kan. 
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cornices  of  filver.  This  litter  refcmbled  in 
fiiape  a  fmall  antique  temple  *,  but  fo  brilliant, 
that  the  eye  was  quite  dazzled  with  it.  A 
prodigy  of  this  kind,  in  the  midft  of  a  de£art, 
aftouifhed  the  King,  and  at  the  fame  time  ex¬ 
cited  his  curiofity.  He  came  up  and  faluted 
the  convoy  ;  and  addreding  his  difcourfe  to  the 
Knight,  who  held  the  reins  of  the  mules ; 
“  friends,”  faid  he,  “  be  fo  kind  as  tell  me  the 
a  meaning  cf  all  this  equipage,  and  the  name  of 
the  perfon  to  whom  it  belongs.” 

Notwithftanding  the  civil  and  polite  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  Monarch  fpokc  this,  yet,  as 
bis  hunting  drefs  did  not  exprefs  the  dignity 
of  the  wearer,  they  anfwered,  “  What  mat¬ 
ters  it  to  you?”  Bohetzad  was  not  difepu- 
raged  with  fo  dry  an  anfvver,  but  flili  infilled 
with  politenefs,  and  even  earnellnefs,  for  a  more 
fat  is  fa  61  ory  reply.  He,  who  appeared  to  be 
the  leader  of  the  troop,  then  prefented  to  him 
the  point  of  his  fpear,  and  faid,  “  Go  on  your 
way,  audacious  fellow  ;  otherwife,  if  your  cq- 
riofity  becomes  more  impertinent,  be  allured 
will  coll  you  your  life.” 

This  infolent  behaviour  excited  the  indig¬ 
nation  of  the  King  :  he  went  up  to  the  Knight 
>  who 

*  This  kind  of  carriage  is  called,  in  Arabic,  tar - 
#trcu.inn>\. 
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who  thus  threatened  him,  with  that  air  of  con¬ 
fidence,  and  that  commanding  tone,  the  habit 
of  which  he  had  acquired  in  the  exercife  of 
abfolute  power :  “  Slave  of  my  throne,”  faid 
he  to  him,  “  doft  thou  not  know  Bohetzad  ? 
But,  had  I  been  only  a  common  man,  after 
fpeaking  to  you  in  fo  modeft  and  friendly  a 
manner,  ought  you  to  have  threatened  me 
with  death  ?” 

At  the  very  name  of  Bohetzad,  the  Knights 
alighted,  and  prcftrated  themfelves  on  the 
earth.  u  Sire,”  faid  one  of  the  oldeft  of  them, 
“  pardon  an  anfvver  which  we  could  not  think 
addreffed  to  the  grcateft  Monarch  of  the  earth ; 
for  it  was  very  poflible  not  to  recognize  your  • 
Majeify,  in  a  hunting  drcfs,  and  without  at¬ 
tendants.” 

“  Rife,”  faid  the  King,  “  and  gratify  my 
curiofity.  Who  is  the  perfon  in  that  litter, 
and  whither  are  you  conducing  them  ?” 

“  Sire,”  anfvvered  the  Knight,  “  it  is  the 
daughter  of  Afphand  your  Grand  Vizier  :  we 
are  conducing  her  to  the  Piince  of  Babylon, 
to  whomfhe  is  going  to  be  married.” 

During  this,  the  daughter  of  the  Vizrer, 
uneafy  on  account  of  her  delay,  prefented  her 
head  at  the  curtain  of  the  litter,  in  order  to 
get  information,  and  was  perceived  by  Boher- 
zad.  Whatever  pains  fhe  had  taken  to  pre- 
A  3  vent. 
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Vent  hcrftlf  from  being  feen,  her  extraordinary 
beauty  {truck  the  Sovereign ;  his  heart  recei¬ 
ved  a  fatal  wound ;  his  paffion,  arrived  at  its 
height,  afpired  after  gratification  from  the  ve¬ 
ry  moment  of  its  exiftence  ;  and  Bohetzad,  de¬ 
termined  to  make  fure  of  the  object  of  it,  made 
life  of  his  abfolute  authority,  and  fpoke  thus 
to  the  conductor  of  the  litter :  “  I  command 

you  to  take  the  road  to  IflefTara,  and  to  con¬ 
duct  the  daughter  of  my  Grand  Vizier  to  my 
palace.” 

The  commander  of  the  troop  thought  it  ne- 
ccfiary  to  make  fome  reply  to  his  Majefty. 
“  Sire,”  faidbe,  “your  Vizier  is  yhur  flave, 
as  well  as  we ;  aud  therefore,  if  we  return  his 
daughter  to  his  own  palace,  {he  will  continue 
there  in  equal  fubje£tion  to  your  will.”  “But 
my  Vizier  has  difpofed  of  his  daughter,  with¬ 
out  my  confent,  and  I  don’t  owe  him  that  at¬ 
tention  which  you  propofe  I  fliould  pay  him.’* 
“  Sire,”  replied  the  Knight,  “  your  Grand 
Vizier*  Afphand,  has  always  been  held  in  the 
liigheft  eftimation,  and  has  had  the  honour  to 
enjoy  the  confidence  of  your  Majefty.  One 
itiftance  of  violence  exercifed  againft  him  may 
affe£l  his  reputation,  and  caufe  him  lofe,  ia 
thef  opinion  of  the  public,  that  credit  which 
it  is  your  intereft  that  he  {hould  enjoy.” 

All  his  credit  depends  on  me,  and  I  do  not 
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detraft  from  it,  by  doing  him  the  horitmr  to 
marry  his  daughter.” 

The  oldeft,  and  like  wife  the  bed.  informed 
cf  the  Knights,  ftill  ventured  to  fpeak.  “  Sire,’* 
faid  he,  “  precipitation  is  dangerous  ;  _  it  of¬ 
ten  draws  repentance  after  it :  your  flaves 
befeech  your  Majelty  to  reflect  maturely 
on  this.”  Kings  mull  be  obeyed.  “  I  have 
refle&ed  already,  audacious  old  man  I”  re¬ 
plied  the  Prince"  in  anger;  “  what  caution 
ibquld  I  obferve  with  my  Have  ?  Obey.”  Be¬ 
ing  able  to  retrain  his  impatience  no  longer, 
he  himfelf  feized  the  bridle  of  the  mules,  and 
dire&ed  their  fteps  towards  that  part  of  the 
foreft  where  he  prefumed  his  people  would  be 
aflembled  at  the  appointed  rendezvous.  He 
foon  found  himfelf  at  the  tent  which  they  had 
fet  up ;  and  he  ordered  all  his  fuite  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  Princefs  in  the  litter  to  his  palace. 
When  the  retinue  was  arrived,  the  King  or¬ 
dered  the  chief  of  his  eunuchs  to  bring  th£ 
cadi,  who  inftantly  appeared,  and  drew  up  a 
contract  of  marriage  between  Bohetzad  and 
the  Princefs  Baherjoa,  daughter  of  Afphand 
the  Vizier. 

While  the  King  was  taken  up  with  the  ce¬ 
remonies  of  the  mmiage,  the  forty  Knights 
returned  to  the  palace  of  the  Grand  Vizier, 
being  forced  to  abandon  the  litter,  and  the 
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Princefs  whom  they  were  conducing  to  Baby-' 
Ion.  The  minifter  was  confounded  at  fo  fpee- 
dy  a  return.  Having  fet  out  from  the  city  of 
Iffeffara,  how  could  they  come  back  fo  foon 
from  Babylon  ?  He  feared  that  fome  extraor¬ 
dinary  accident  had  befallen  them.  One  of 
the  Knights  came  and  told  what  had  happen¬ 
ed  ;  he  exaggerated  the  violent  and  defpotic 
manner  of  Bohetzad,  and  filled  the  mind  of  the 
minifter  with  fear  and  refentment,  although 
he  allured  him  that  the  Monarch  was  that  ve¬ 
ry  night  to  marry  his  daughter. 

“  Thus  to  oppofe  himfelf  to  my  difpofal  of 
my  own  family  !  to  carry  off  my  daughter  !  to 
marry  her  againft  my  will !  in  this  manner 
to  repay  my  fervices  !”  faid  the  enraged  mini¬ 
fter. 

Full  of  a  delire  of  vengeance,  he  immediate¬ 
ly  ordered  expreffes  to  be  fent  to  all  his  friends, 
the  Princes  and  Grandees  of  his  family,  to 
affemble  them  at  his  houfe.  When  they 
were  come,  he  reprefented  to  them  the  out¬ 
rage  which  the  King  had  committed  againft 
his  daughter,  the  Prince  of  Babylon,  and 
himfelf.  Shame  and  refentment  entered  into 
every  breaft.  Afphand  perceived,  from  the 
effed  of  the  relation  which  he  had  made  them* 
that  it  would  be  eafy  to  affociate  them  with 
him  in  his  fchemes  of  revenge. 
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“  Princes  and  Lords  !”  faidhe  to  them,  **  the 
King,  occupied  with  his  pleafures,  is  not  delicate 
about  the  means  of  gratification  j  and,  as  a  re- 
compence  for  my  labours,  he  hefitates  net  to 
expofe  me  to  the  difgrace  of  an  irreparable  in- 
fult.  I  am  nothing  but  a  vile  Have  in  his  eyes. 
Thinks  he  that  my  daughter  is  obliged  to  lhare 
his  unileady  attachment,  and  fubmic  to  bis  un¬ 
bridled  defires  ?  You  yourfelves  will  not  be 
fafe  from  this  dilhonour ;  your  wives  and  daugh¬ 
ters  will  not  be  fpared.  This  terrent  of  in¬ 
iquity  will  difeharge  itfelf  on  you  ;  if  we  en¬ 
deavour  not  to  flop  its  courfe.”  The  relations 
&nd  friends  of  the  Vizier  entered  into  his  in- 
tcrefls  j  and  a  deliberation  was  held  concerning 
the  meafures  which  were  to  be  taken.  One  of 
them,  deeply  fkilled  in  politics,  thus  gave  his 
opinion. 

“  Vizier,  write  to  the  King,  and  exprefs  to  him. 
how  fenfible  you  are  of  the  unexpefted  honour 
w  hich  he  has  done  you,  and  to  which  you  could 
never  have  had  the  fmalleft  pretenfions.  Along 
with  this  letter,  fend  another  to  your  daughter. 
In  which  you  mull  feem  delighted  with  her 
good  fortune.  Supplicate  heaven  with  her, 
to  pour  down  happinefs  upon  a  monarch  fo  be¬ 
loved  by  his  people.  Accompany  thefe  dif- 
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patches  with  magnificent  prefents  ;  and  Bohet- 
zad,  blinded  by  his  pafiion,  will  readily  believe 
everything  which  can  flatter  it.  Yon  will  take 
advantage  of  this  fecurity,  to  leave  him  at  the 
firft  opportunity,  under  pretence  of  attending, 
to  his  bufinefs ;  and,  having  fecured  your- 
felf  againft  any  fudden  attack  from  him,  tranf- 
mit  to  all  the  Princes,  the  Governors,  and 
people  entrufted  with  the  management  of  the 
finances,  alarming  accounts  of  the  lituation  of 
the  kingdom.  Reprefent  to  them  the  danger 
of  the  ftate,  while  the  government  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  young  Prince,  addicted  to  the  grati¬ 
fication  of  his  paflions,  incapable  of  rewarding 
the  fervices  done  him,  which  he  only  repays 
w ith  violence  and  difgrace,  being  guided  by  no 
law,  but  the  dictates  of  a  will,  as  depraved  as  it 
is  abfolute.,, 

The  Grand  Vizier,  and  the  reft  of  the  afiem- 
bly  adopted  this  plan.  They  all  agreed  to  em¬ 
brace.  every  opportunity,  which  might  prefent 
itfelf,  of  preparing  the  minds  of  the  people,  with¬ 
out  expofing  themfelves  to  danger,  and  to  con¬ 
tinue  at  Iflefiara  when  Afphand  had  left  it,  for 
the  purpofe  of  giving  him  information,  and  di¬ 
recting  his  conduCt.  Thefe  refolutions  being 
entered  into,  the  aflembly  quickly  broke  up, 
that  they  might  give  no  room  for  fufpicion ; 
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and  Afphand  wrote  to  the  King  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms : - 

“  Mighty  King  !  Monarch  of  two  feas,  your 
flave,  already  elevated  by  you  to  the  place  of 
Grand  Vizier,  and  honoured  with  the  title  of 
Prince,  did  not  exped  the  diflingnilhed  honour 
of  becoming  your  relation.  Infinitely  obliged 
by  this  new  favour,  I  offer  up  to  the  God  of  hea¬ 
ven  the  mod  ardent  wifhes,  that  he  wonld  con¬ 
tinually  heap  on  your  Majefly  new  marks  of 
his  kindnefs  ;  that  he  would  prolong  your  days, 
and  grant  you  all  the  bleffings  of  a  kingdom 
which  (hall  not  be  fhaken  to  the  latefl  pofterity. 
My  duty  hitherto  has  been,  to  labour  for  main¬ 
taining  both  external  and  internal  peace  in 
your  dominions,  by  the  wife  adminiftration 
of  juftice,  and  by  defendingyour  frontiers  from 
the  enemy.  I  filled  the  ftation  of  your  firft 
Vizier;  the  duties  thereof  are  now  become  more 
facred  to  me  ;  the  honour  of  a  conne&ion  with 
you,  gives  me  a  perfonal  interefl  in  their  fuccefs ; 
an  dmy  daughter  and  I  will  only  be  (laves 
more  faithfully  attached  to  your  perfon  and  in- 
tcrefts.” 

The  letter  to  Baherjoa  contained  congratu¬ 
lations  on  her  good  fortune,  and  was  as  artfully 
expreffed,  as  the  one  addreffed  to  her  fpoufe. 
Afphand  caufed  the  firff  officer  of  his  hou(hold 
deliver  thefe  letters,  and  accompanied  them 
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with  a  magnificent  prefent.  The  young  foil 
of  the  Vizier  joined  the  envoy  ;4:hey  wenttoge* 
ther  to  the  King’s  palace,  and  proftrated  them- 
felves  before  him. 

Bohetzad,  intoxicated  with  the  good  fortune 
which  he  enjoyed,  did  not  in  the  lead  fufpe& 
the  falfe  declarations  of  the  Vizier.  He  order¬ 
ed  his  fon  to  be  clothed  with  the  richeft  robe, 
and  a  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  to  be  given  to  the 
officer,  who  was  entrufled  with  the  meffage. 
Scarcely  were  they  gone  out,  when  the  oldeffi 
of  the  Viziers  came  to  payliis  court  to  the  King. 
The  Monarch  received  him  with  his  ufual  good- 
nefs,  made  him  fit  down,  and  communicated  to 
him  the  happinefs  which  he  expected  to  enjoy 
in  the  poffeffion  of  his  lovely  fpoufe ;  for,  tho’ 
it  was  the  confequence  of  a  fmall  a&  of  vio¬ 
lence,  he  imagined  that  it  could  be  obfcur- 
ed  by  no  cloud.  “  The  attachment  fhewn  me 
by  AfpKand,”  faid  h$,  “  removes  my  fear$ 
concerning  that  refentment  which  I  might  fup- 
pofe  him  to  poffefs-;  here  are  his  letters ;  read 
them,  and  you  will  fee  howr  well  he  is  pleafed 
with  this .  alliance.  Befides,  the  magnificence 
of  his  prefents  exceeds  even  the  force  of  his 
expreffions.” 

The  old  minifler,  after  reading  the  letters, 
continued  thoughtful,  and  with  downcaft  eyes. 
u  Are  you  not  fatisfied  with  what  you  have 

read?” 
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read?”  faid  the  King.  “  A  dangerous  reptile,” 
replied  the  minifter, 41  when  it  means  to  intro¬ 
duce  itfelf  anywhere,  does  not  try  to  frighten 
by  its  odious  hidings  :  it  creeps  in  artfully  un¬ 
der  the  folds  of  its  flexible  and  thin  body ; 
its  feales  are  glittering  and  fmooth  ;  its  looks 
are  foft  and  fawning,  and  it  takes  care  to  con¬ 
ceal  its  treacherous  and  venemous  fling.  The 
letters  of  Afphand  are  fl tidied  ;  doubt  not  but 
you  have  offended ;  and  the  pretended  foftnefs 
cf  his  exprefiions  only  conceals  a  fcheme  of  re¬ 
venge,  the  confequences  of  which  you  ought 
to  guard  againfl  and  prevent.” 

Bohetzad,  entirely  occupied  with  his  amours, 
and  fuppofing  that  the  minifler  who  thus  fpokc 
to  him,  was  influenced  by  motives  of  jealoufy, 
paid  no  regard  to  the  advice,  which  proceeded 
from  attachment,  zeal,  and  prudence,  and  al¬ 
lowed  himfelf  to  be  blinded  concerning  the 
conduft  of  Afphand.  The  latter,  in  profecu- 
tion  of  his  plan,  and  under  pretence  of  appear¬ 
ing  fome  murmurs  in  certain  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  left  the  capital,  in  a  few  months  after, 
with  his  whole  retinue.  As  foon  as  he  faw 
himfelf  out  of  the  reach  of  power,  he  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  governors  of  the  provinces,  the 
affront  which  he  had  received  ;  he  excited  them 
to  revolt,  by  infpiring  them  with  a  fear  that 
they  w'ould  all  meet  with  a  treatment  flmilrr 
Vol.  111.  B  to 
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to  his  ;  and  to  determine  them  to  it,  he  calum¬ 
niated,  in  every  inftance,  the  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  Bohetzad. 

Upon  receiving  the  meffengers  of  the  Grand 
Vizier,  the  Grandees  of  the  kingdom,  enraged 
againft  a  Prince,  whofe  adminiftration  was 
held  forth  in  fo  odious  colours,  concerted  to¬ 
gether,  fropione  province  to  another,  and  allur¬ 
ed  Afphand,  that,  upon  the  firft  lignal  given  by 
him,  they  would  take  the  field  with  the  troops 
under  their  command.  The  Vizier  at  the  fame 
time  warned  the  Princes  who  remained  at  Iffef- 
fara,  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs.  againft 
the  day,  on  which  he  Ihould  come  to  complete 
his  revenge,  and  to  free  the  ftate  from  a  tyrant 
who  was  funk  in  effeminacy. 

The  plot  was  executed  before  Bohetzad  had 
the  fmalieft  fufpieion  of  it.  The  city  of  Iffef- 
fara  was  completely  inverted  by  the  army  of 
Afphand.  Dn  receiving  this  news,  the  King 
armed  in  hafte :  he  ordered  the  troops  who 
were  about  his  perfon  to  follow  him ;  but  they 
had  been  gained  over,  and  were  devoted  to  his 
enemy.  He  faw  no  fafety  for  himfelf  but  in 
|  flight.  He  faddled,  with  his  own  hands,  one  of 
his  fineft  courfers ;  and,  taking  Baheijoa  behind 
him,  endeavoured  to  ^ain  the  defert.  He 
made  a  paffage  to  himfelf  through  the  midft  of 
his  mutinous  fubje&s,  whom  he  trod  under  his 
*  feet. 
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feet.  This  young  hero,  whofe  courage  feemed 
only  to  be  increafed  by  low,  burft  like  a  tor¬ 
rent  through  a  troop  of  thofe  whowiftied  to  in¬ 
terrupt  his  pafiage  :  his  invincible  fpear  fpared 
none  of  the  rebels  ;  and  his  horfe,  as  vigorous, 
as  fwift,  foon  carried  him  out  of  light  of  his 
enemies. 

He  was  now  in  the  midfl  of  the  deft  rt ;  and, 
night  obliging  him  to  allow  fome  repofe  to 
his  wife,  fatigued  with  fo  violent  an  expe¬ 
dition^  he  flopped  at  the  foot  of  a  frightful 
mountain.  The  Queen,  exhaufted  with  weari- 
nefs,  found  herfelf  at  the  end  of  her  pregnancy  ; 
the  pains  of  childbirth  fpeedily  declared  them- 
felves ;  and,  foon  after,  the  Prince  received  in 
his  arms,  as  a  precious  pledge  of  their  love, 
a  young  boy,  no  lefs  beautiful  than  his  mo¬ 
ther. 

This  tender  pair  loaded  him  with  carefles, 
and  foon  forgot,  in  their  foft  effufions,  the  fa- 
tigue,  uneafinefs,  and  horror  of  their  lituation. 
The  child  was  wrapped  in  a  part  of  the  Queen’s 
robes ;  end,  in  this  foiitude,  they  enjoyed  a 
profound  fleep  in  each  others  arms.  The 
returning  day  invited  them,  however,  to  pur- 
fue  their  journey.  The  afFc&iorate  mother  gave 
fuck  to  her  child  ;  but,  as  Ihe  lived  only  on 
wild  fruits,  her  breafts  foon  ceafed  to  furr.ifh 
proper  nourifhment.  The  child  decayed,  and 
B  2  the 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


26 

the  mother  herfelf  was  in  danger.  Bohetzacl 
then  faw  himfelf  under  the  cruel  neceflity  of 
facrificing  nature  to  duty.  He  perceived  a  lim¬ 
pid  fountain,  on  the  borders  of  which  there 
was  a  green  bank,  defended  from  the  rays  of 
the  fun  by  the  neighbouring  willows.  Here 
the  unhappy  parents  abandoned  to  the  care  of 
providence,  the  objeft  of  their  alFe&ion,  hav¬ 
ing  firlt  watered  it  with  their  tears.  “  Great 
God !”  faid  the  afflifred  mother,  “  thou  who 
formerly  watched  over  the  young  Hhmae], 
take  care  of  this  innocent  creature.  Send  the 
preferring  angel  to  him  ;  w'e  have  no  kope  but 
in  your  fuccour.”  Sighs  prevented  her  from 
faying  more.  They  both  tore  themfelves  a- 
way  from  this  dreadful  facrifice,  and  com¬ 
mitted  this  facred  depofit  into  the  hands  of  its 
creator. 

The  noife  they  had  made  in  coming  thither, 
had  frightened  away  from  the  brink,  a  hind, 
who,  along  with  her  fawns,  was  refrefhing  her¬ 
felf  at  this  exuberant  fountain.  As  foon  as 
they  were  gone,  (lie  returned,  and  approached 
the  languiGring  creature,  which  feemed  about 
to  lofe  for  ever  the  little  (Irength  which  remain¬ 
ed.  A  powerful  inftindt  led  this  animal  to 
give  the  child  that  nourHhment  which  was  re¬ 
served  only  for  her  young  ones.  She  fed  quiet¬ 
ly  around  her  nurfling,  and  left  the  place  no 
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more.  The  wild  beafts  of  the  foreft,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  had  abandoned  to  her  the  enjoyment 
of  this  happy  fpot,  although  fo  neceflary  to 
the  fupply  of  their  wants,  amid  the  burning 
fands  and  parched  deferts,  w  ith  which  they 
were  furrounded.  Nevcrthelefs,  men  came  to 
difturb  their  repofe. 

It  was  a  band  of  robbers,  whom  thirfl  had 
brought  into  thcfe  places.  They  faw  a  child 
wrapped  in  rich  fwaddling  clothes,  but  flill 
more  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  its  features. 
The  leader  of  the  banditti  approached  it,  took, 
it  up,  and  fent  it  ftraightw^ay  to  his  w  ife,  that 
ihe  might  pay  it  the  neceflary  attentions,  and 
educate  it  as  if  it  had  been  their  own  fon.  When 
the  wife  faw  it,  Ihe  was  moved  with  the 
charms  of  its  figure,  entered  into  the  benevo¬ 
lent  views  of  her  hufband,  and  immediately 
procured  for  their  adopted  fon  the  beft  nurfe  in 
the  horde-  Having  feen  the  fruit  of  the  loves 
of  Bohetzad  in  fafe  hands,  let  us  now  follow 
the  Heps  of  thefe  illuftrious  travellers. 

'  Full  of  grief  for  the  facrifice  w  hich  they 
had  been  forced  to  make,  the  King  and  Queen 
had  continued  their  Journey  in  fadnefs,  till 
they  reached  the  capital  of  Perlia,  where  Kaf- 
fera  then  reigned. 

This  powerful  Monarch  received  the  fugi¬ 
tive  Prince  and  his  charming  fpcufe,  with  that 
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refped,  which  was  due  from  a  crowned  head 
to  a  great  fovereign,  his  ally,  whofe  re¬ 
bellious  fubje&s  had  revolted,  under  the  ftan- 
dard  of  a  criminal  ufurper.  To  Bohetzad 
he  allotted  an  apartment  in  his  palace,  as 
magnificent  as  his  own ;  and  to  Baherjoa  one 
equal  to  that  of  his  favourite  Sultanefs. 
Such  were  the  riches,  and  magnificence  of  the 
palace,  in  which  the  King  of  Dineroux,  and  his 
wife  now  were,  that,  befides  the  magnificent 
apartments  in  which  they  were  lodged  them- 
felves,  there  were  twenty-four  others,  occu¬ 
pied  by  as  many  ladies  belonging  to  the  Sul¬ 
tan,  each  of  whom  was  ferved  by  fifty  (laves 
*  their  own  fex,  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  and 
of  the  jnoft  cxquifite  beauty. 

The  treafures  of  the  Eaft  feemed  to  have 
been  exhaufted,  in  beautifying  thefe  (lately 
dwellings.  The  gardens  were  full  of  the 
rareft  and  the  mod  gaudy  flowers :  the  wa¬ 
ters,  whofe  courfes  were  diftributed  with 
great  art,  prefented  a  magnificent  fcene  to  the 
eye :  the  trees  gave  at  once,  by  the  beauty  of 
their  fruit,  and  the  thicknefs  of  their  foliage, 
the  idea  of  plenty,  and  the  delight  of  repofe  : 
the  birds,  with  the  variety  of  their  plumage 
and  their  frjig,  enchanted  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  happy  regions  :  every  thing,  irf  (hort, 
concurred  to  difplay  the  riches  of  the  great 
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Monarch  of  Perfia,  whofe  immcnfe  power  was 
farther  difplayed,  by  an  army  of  two  hundred 
thoufand  men,  which  conftituted  his  life  guard. 
A  Prince,  fo  powerful  and  magnificent,  need¬ 
ed  fpare  nothing,  in  treating,  in  a  manner 
fuitable  to  their  rank,  the  illuftrious  guefts, 
whom  he  had  received  into  his  palace. 

At  the  fame  time  that  he  ordered  a  power¬ 
ful  army  to  be  afifembled  on  the  frontiers, 
with  the  neceflary  (lores  and  military  engines, 
lie  endeavoured  to  difpel  the  melancholy  of  the 
lm‘(band  and  wife,  by  feafts,  which  difplayed 
the  greatefl  fplcndour  and  variety.  But  ge- 
nerofity,  and  greatnefs  of  foul,  were  not  the 
only  caufe  of  his  attentions  :  a  lefs  noble,  but 
more  powerful  feeling,  had  taken  poflfeffion  of 
his  heart ;  he  was  enamoured  of  Baherjoa, 
whofe  beauty  was  fuperior  to  all  thofe  in  his 
feraglio.  His  paflion  for  her  was  then  dif- 
guifed  under  the  veil  of  frienddiip ;  but,  from 
the  profulion  which  he  difplayed  on  every  oc- 
cafion,  the  delicacy  of  his  attentions,  and  the 
care  which  he  took  to  anticipate  her  wri(hes, 
it  was  eafy  to  difeover  the  love  by  which  he 
was,a£luated.  The  fad  Baherjoa,  whofe  at¬ 
tention  was  occupied  folely  about  the  lofs  of 
her  fon,  and  the  misfortunes  of  her  hulband, 
was  far  from  aferibing  any  of  the  attentions 
which  (he  met  with,  to  this  motive :  her  foul, 

weighed 


20 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


weighed  down  with  grief,  was  incapable  of 
relifliing  any  of  thofe  pleafures  wrhich  were 
prefented  to  her  :  her  heart,  fincerely  affe&ed, 
was  inacceffible  to  every  impreffion,  but  that 
with  which  it  was  already  occupied.  Her 
fon  abandoned,  in  the  defert,  to  the  care  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  and  her  hufband,  reduced  by  her  fa¬ 
ther,  to  the  neceffity  of  alking  fuccours  from 
a  foreign  King,  were  the  only  objetts  which 
engrofied  her  thoughts. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  army  which  Bohet- 
zad  was  to  command,  was  aflembled.  He 
took  leave  of  Kaflera,  to  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  this  formidable  body,  and  foon  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  heart  of  Syria.  Afphand,  the 
ufurper,  being  informed  of  the  danger  which 
threatened  him,  communicated  it  to  his  affo- 
ciates,  aflembled  them  as  quickly  as  pofiible, 
and  met  his  enemy  at  the  head  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  men. 

The  armies  were  now  in  fight  of  one  another. 
The  centre  of  Bohetiad’s  army  was  command¬ 
ed  by  an  experienced  Vizier  of  the  Perfiaa 
King.  Bohetzad  himfelf,  at  the  head  of  a 
chofen  body  of  knights,  was  every  where  to 
give  ordert.  He  fuddenly  began  the  combat 
on  the  right,  by  attacking  the  oppofite  wing 
of  the  enemy,  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  fall  ba&  upon  the  Centre,  and  were 
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thrown  Into  confufion  and  diforder.  The 
King  of  Dineroux  loft  not  a  moment :  he  ad¬ 
vanced  his  main  body  towards  that  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  as  if  he  meant  to  attack  it ;  but  frugal 
of  the  blood  of  his  fubje&s,  whofe  lives  lie 
wilhed  to  fpare,  he  made  them  halt,  and  or¬ 
dered  his  left  wing  to  attack  the  right  wing  of 
the  enemy :  this  gave  way,  and  fell  back  in 
diforder;  fo  that  three-fourths  of  Aiphand’s 
army  remained  furrounded.  This  ufurper 
endeavoured,  in  vain,  to  rally  his  troops, 
whom  an  attack,  equally  prudent  and  vigo¬ 
rous,  had  thrown  into  diforder.  Fear,  and 
above  all,  remorfe  difarmed  them.  A  par¬ 
don  being  offered,  they  accepted  it :  and,  that 
they  might  appear  lefs  unworthy  of  it,  they 
unanimoufly  delivered  up  the  ringleaders  of 
the  revolt.  Afphand,  his  family #^and  his  prin¬ 
cipal  affociates,  were  put  to  death  on  the  field 
of  battle. 

Tliis  victory  decided  anew  the  fate  of  the 
kingdom  of  Dineroux,  which  again  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  laws  of  its  rightful  Sovereign  : 
This  Monarch  returned  to  his  capital,  re-efta- 
blifhed  order  throughout  liis  empire,  and  con¬ 
trived  proper  means,  for  teftifying  his  grati¬ 
tude  to  the  Sovereign,  who  had  given  him  fuch 
powerful  aGlftance. 
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He  determined,  that  the  moil  intelligent  of 
his  Viziers  Ihould  go  into  Perlia,  at  the  head 
of  twelve  thoufand  men.  Twenty  elephants, 
loaded  with  magnificent  prefents,  were  to  fol¬ 
low  in  his  train.  At  the  fame  time,  he  was 
charged  with  a  more  delicate  commiflion.  He 
was  to  pafs  through  the  defert,  in  which  the 
fon  of  Baherjoa  had  been  abandoned,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  find  out  the  place  near  the  fountain, 
which  had  ferved  him  for  a  cradle.  He  “was 
to  make  enquiry  at  every  living  foul  he  might 
meet  oh  the  road,  in  order  to  get  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  the  fate  of  this  precious ’de- 
pofit ;  and  having  found  him,  to  carry  him  to 
the  arms  of  his  tender  mother,  whom  he  was 
to  bring  along  with  him  to  IflefTara.  But 
many  obftacles  flood  in  the  way  of  thefe 
things.  The  prudent  envoy  caufed  the  whole 
defert  to  be  ftarched,  but  to  no  purpofe :  he 
did  not  fucceed  fo  well  in  finding  the  child,  as 
in  bringing  back  the  mother. 

Kaflera,  defperately  in  love  with  this  Prin- 
cefs,  could  not  think  of  parting  with  her.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  ambaflador,  with  prefents 
From  the  King  of  Dineroux,  and  a  commiflion 
to  bring  away  the  Queen,  he  felt  fome  ftrug- 
gles  in  his  heart ;  but  love  triumphed  over 
them.  This  imperious  paflion  magnified,  in 
his  eyes,  the  good  offices  he  had  done;  and 
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made  the  giving  up  of  a  woman  feem  but  a 
poor  return  for  them.  In  a  word,  he  renoun¬ 
ced  the  glorious  title  of  a  generous  protestor, 
for  that  of  a  bafe  raviffier  of  the  wife  of  his 
ally. 

Neverthelefs,  he  appeared  to  receive,  with 
gratitude,  the  embaffy  of  Bobetzad,  and  the 
prefents  with  which  it  was  accompanied. 
Meanwhile,  he  was  informed,  that  the  auxi¬ 
liary  troops,  which  he  had  fumilied  this  Mo¬ 
narch,  had  returned  into  Perfia.  The  officers, 
who  commanded  them,  extolled  to  the  Ikies 
the  bravery,  the  abilities,  and  the  magnificence 
of  Bohetzad.  They  returned  from  his  domi¬ 
nions,  delighted  withhimfelf,  loaded  with  kind- 
nefs,  and  ailoniffied  at  the  power  with  which 
he  was  furrounded,  and  the  refources  of  the 
country,  over  which  he  reigned.  Thefe  uni- 
verfal  reports  railed  an  unufual  conflict  in  the 
enamoured  foul  of  KafTera.  He  was  not  ac- 
cuftomed  to  vi&ory  over  himfelf ;  for,  till  that 
moment,  he  had  yielded  to  every  inclination. 
But  he  muft  now  either  give  up  a  violent  paf- 
fion,  or  the  title  of  the  benefa&or  of  a  Sove¬ 
reign,  equal  to  himfelf  in  dignity  and  in  power, 
and  that  too,  at  the  hazard  of  drawing  upon 
Perfia  the  fcourge  of  a  cruel  war,  and  of  fee¬ 
ing  all  Alia  in  dreadful  confufion.  “  Be  a- 
Ihamed,  Kaffera,”  faid  he  to  himfelf,  “  of 
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the  guilty  defigns  you  have  formed.  Return 
thanks  to  fortune  for  the  favour  it  has  done 
you,  in  opening  your  eyes  to  the  folly  of  your 
conduct.  May  the  King  of  Dineroux  for  ever 
remain  ignorant,  that,  forgetting  what  you 
owe  both  to  yourfelf  and  him,  you  have  dared 
to  covet  a  blefling  which  he  holds  fo  dear. 
Remember  the  benefit  you  have  derived,  from 
encountering  difficulties,  which  have  recalled 
you  to  your  duty.  Oh !  Abfolute  power ! 
How  much  art  thou  to  be  dreaded  by  the  man, 
who  knows  not  how  to  command  himfelf ! 
Allowing  myfelf  to  be  carried  away  by  my 
defires,  I  was  about  to  become  criminal,  and 
to  fhew  myfelf  unworthy  to  reign.  But  1 
know  how  to  check  my  paffions,  and  change 
my  projects*” 

The  King  of  Perfia,  having  taken  this  re- 
folution,  fent  immediately  for  his  principal 
treafurer,  and  gave  orders  that  a  litter,  or¬ 
namented  with  precious  ftones,  and  more 
fplendid  than  had  ever  been  feen,  fliould  be 
prepared,  to  carry  Baherjoa  into  her  hufband’s 
dominions,  A  confiderable  embafly  was  or¬ 
dered^  to  follow  it,  with  magnificent  prefents. 
In  this  manner  did  Baherjoa  begin  her  journey 
to  Syria,  after  being  well  alfured,  of  refped 
and  attachment,  by  the  Sovereign  who  had  de¬ 
termined  to  part  with  her.  Bohetzad  met  his 
fpoufe  before  fhe  entered  Iffeilara.  It  is  im- 

pofijblo 


ARABIAN  TALES.  25 

pofllble  to  defcribe  the  tranfports  of  this  in¬ 
terview.  Yet  the  tender  unealinefs  of  the 
mother,  refpe&ing  the  fate  of  her  fon, 
foon  didurbed  the  happinefs,  with  which 
this  pair  were  intoxicated.  Baheijoa  offered 
the  greated  reward  to  obtain  news  of  her  fon $ 
and  Bohetzad  gave  orders  that  the  mod  mi¬ 
nute  enquiry  fliould  be  made.  It  was  by  no 
means  probable,  that  he  had  been  devoured 
by  wild  beads,  otherwife  fome  remnants  would 
have  been  found,  at  the  very  fird  fearch,  of 
thofe  clothes  wherein  he  was  wrapped.  A 
thoufand  Knights  were  again  difpatched  to  the 
defert,  and  ordered  to  fpread  themfelves  all  a- 
round  the:  fountain ;  but  their  fearch  was  in 
vain.  Bohetzad  concealed  their  want  of  fuc- 
cefs  from  his  inconfolable  fpoufe,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  foften  her  pain  and  vexation. 
“  Theve  is  as  yet  no  room  for  defpair,”  faid 
he  to  iher;  “  the  favour  of  heaven,  which  did 
*not  ab  andon  us,  amidd  the  dangers  to  which 
we  hvve  been  expofed,  and  which  hath  redo- 
red  tc»  us  the  throne,  whereon  we  are  now  feat- 
ed,  vr  ill  have  preferved  our  fon,  fo  dear  to  our 
head It  only  withholds  him,  in  order  to 
deli*  er  him  to  us,  when  we  (hall  have  me¬ 
rits  l  this  favour,  by  our  fubmiffion  to  its 
wir  ..  To  be  deprived  of  him  is*  grievous, 
bu  t  wTe  are  dill  of  an  age  to  expect  confola- 
Vol.  III.  C  tion. 
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tion.  Dry  up  your  tears,  my  dear  Baherjoa, 
they  are  the  torment  of  my  life.”  The  Queen 
appeared  fomewhat  more  tranquil ;  but  the 
wound  which  her  heart  had  received  could 
no^be  fo  eafily  clofed. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  tender  objeft  of  their 
uneafinefs,  fnatched  from  the  arms  of  death, 
by  the  chief  of  the  robbers,  and  educated  by 
his  wife,  with  all  the  care  of  the  moll  tender 
mother,  grew  in  ftrength  and  beauty.  The 
leifure  of  his  early  youth  was ,  filled  up  by 
reading  and  ftudy ;  he  was  foon  able  to  en¬ 
gage,  in  thofe  exercifes  which  llrengthen  the 
body ;  he  outftripped  all  the  children  of  the 
horde,  by  abilities, .  addrefs,  ftrength,  and  in¬ 
trepidity,  very  furprifing  at  his  years.  He 
ivas  alfo  diftinguilhed,  by  an  application  to 
ftudy,  from  which  he  derived  the  greateft  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  by  pun&uality  in  thofe  duties 
which  were  required  of  him,  by  a  fociety  lit¬ 
tle  fuited  to  him,  but  of  which  chance  had 
made  him  a  member.  The  chief  of  thefe  va¬ 
gabonds  feeing  him  fo  expert  in  the  ufe  o£ 
arms,  and  in  riding,  foon  aflociated  him  with 
him,  in  his  expeditions  againft  travellers,  w  hom 
bufinefs  led  into  thofe  countries  infefted  by 
their  depredations :  and  the  young  Aladin 
(for  this  was  his  name)  fhewed  himfeif  as 
b^ave,  as  he  was  expert. 
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One  day,  the  troop  attacked  a  caravan  re¬ 
turning  from  India,  and  which,  as  it  was 
loaded  with  goods  of  the  moil  valuable  kind, 
£  formidable  guard  defended  from  danger. 
The  defire  of  booty  prevented  the  vagabonds 
from  thinking  of  the  danger,  to  which  they 
were  expofing  themfelvcs ;  they  attacked 
this  convoy  with  an  vmufual  degree  of  bold- 
nefs,  but  were  foon  repulftd.  Two  thirds  of 
the  troop  remained  on  the  field  of  battle,  and 
the  reft  fled.  Aladin,  as  yet  young  and  inex¬ 
perienced,  drawn  on  by  his  valour,  was  foon 
furrounded,  and  made  prifoner. 

When  a  robber  is  taken  wfith  his  arms  in  bis 
hand,  he  ought  to  be  beheaded.  But  the  en¬ 
gaging  air,  the  elegance,  and  beauty  of  this 
young  Prince,  interefted  the  whole  caravan  in 
Lis  favour,  and  faved  him  from  the  common 
fate.  They  did  not  believe  th$  ingenuous  re¬ 
plies  which  lie  made,  when  quefticned  about 
his  birth  and  profellion,  he  declared  himfelf 
the  fen  of  the  chief  of  the  robbers.  They 
could  not  imagine,  how  this  infant  fhould  u- 
nite  fo  many  natural  advantages,  with  an  air 
fo  remarkable.  He  was  carried  along  with 
the  caravan,  which  foon  arrived  at  Ificflara, 
where  his  father  Bohetzad  held  hk  court. 

The  arrival  of  the  caravan  afforded  a  new 
opportunity,  of  diverting  the  attention  of  the 
C  a  Queen, 
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Queen,  as  yet  afBi£ted  with  the  lofs  of  a  fon, 
whom  ihe  could  not  banifh  from  her  memory. 
The  Sovereign  fent  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs, 
to  make  choice  of  fuch  fluffs,  and  valuable  ar¬ 
ticles,  as  might  be  moll  agreeable  to  Baherjoa. 
The  merchants  were  eager  to  difplay  them  be¬ 
fore  him  :  But  the  figure  of  Aladin,  who  was 
there  as  a  Have,  appeared  to  him  fo  ravifhing- 
Jy  beautiful,  that  it  attra&ed  his  particular 
attention.  He  wiflied  to  conduft  him  to  the 
palace,  hoping  that  his  fervice  might  be  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Monarch ;  fo  that,  after  having 
purchafed  what  was  proper,  he  returned,  to¬ 
gether  with  Aladin,  to  the  palace,  where  the 
King  appeared  fatisfied  with  his  bargains. 

“  Sire,”  faid  the  eunuch,  “  your  Majefly 
feems  pleafed  with  what  I  have  purchafed ; 
but  the  moft  beautiful  article  in  tl*e  Kan  * 
was  a  young  man,  of  fuch  complete  beauty, 
that  I  thought  him  the  perfect  image  of  him 
who  is  mentioned  in  the  Alcoran ;  before 
whom  the  eleven  flars  proflrated  themfelves, 
as  before  the  fun  and  the  moon.”  The  King, 
curious  to  fee  hifn,  ordered  him  to  be  brought 
along  with  his  mafler ;  and  they  both  quickly 
appeared  before  the  king. 

The 

•  The  Kan  js  a  place  allotted  for  the  {hops  of  fo¬ 
reign  merchants,  -where  they  expofe  their  merchan¬ 
dise  to  falc. 
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The  appearance  of  this  young  ftranger  did 
not  bely  the  favourable  chara&er  which  the 
chief  of  the  eunuchs  had  given  of  him.  The 
King  could  not  believe,  that  fo  beautiful  a  Have 
could  owe  his  birth,  to  a  clafs  of  men  fo  vul¬ 
gar,  as  that  which  coropofed  the  caravan.  He 
made  enquiry  concerning  him  at  their  chief, 
to  whom  he  communicated  his  doubts  on  that 
point. 

“  Sire,”  replied  the  merchant,  “  this  young 
man  does  not  i»  reality  belong  to  any  cf  us  ; 
and  we  know  neither  his  family,  nor  origin. 
Wc  were  attacked  in  the  defert  bv  fi  band  of 
robbers :  we  defended  ourfelves  with  brave¬ 
ry  :  part  of  them  remained  on  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle  ;  the  refl  fled,  and  left,  in  our  hands,  the 
young  man,  who  now  engages  your  curiofity. 
Cuftom  condemned  him  to  death,  but  we  could 
not  think  of  inflicting  it.  We  alked  him  con¬ 
cerning  his  ftation  and  liis  family,  and  he  told 
us,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  the  chief  of  thefe  va¬ 
gabonds  :  We  know  no  more  of  him,  and  can 
fay  nothing  more  to  your  Majefty  with  any 
degree  of  certainty.”  “  L*t  him  be  left  here,” 
faid  the  King,  “  I  want  him  to  eater  into  my 
fervice.”  “  Your  Majefty,”  replied  the  chief, 
“  may  difpofe,  as  you  pleafe,  of  all  that  be¬ 
longs  to  the  flaves  of  your  throne.”  At  that 
inftant,  Aladin  fell  at  the  feet  of  the  Monarch, 
C  3  with 
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with  his  face  -on  the  ground,"  and  killed  Ins 
robe.  The  King  ordered  the  chief  of  the  eu¬ 
nuchs  to  admit  him  into  the  clafs  of  flaves, 
which  were  molt  frequently  about  his  perfon. 

Nature  fpoke  in  the  Monarch’s  hearten  fa¬ 
vour  of  his  new  page.  He  never  faw  him, 
without  feeling  emotions  which  he  could  by 
no  means  account  for ;  he  always  wfilhed  to 
have  him  with  him;  and  that,  which  at  firll 
appeared  no  more  than  a  riling  inclination, 
foon  became  a  very  wTarm  attachment.  An 
intereft,  which  he  felt  very  ftrongly,  made  him 
regard,  with  pleafure,  the  progrefs  both  of  the 
young  Aladin’s  mind  and  body.  He  admired, 
his  application,  prudence,  difcretion,  and  fide¬ 
lity  ;  and  already  conlidered  his  rare  virtues* 
as  the  fruit  of  his  cares. 

After  long  experience  of  his  abilities  and 
activity,  he  went  fo  far,  as  to  trull  him  with, 
the  fuperintendence  of  his  finances,  and  depri¬ 
ved  his  Viziers  of  an  adminiliration,  in  which 
he  fufpe&ed  them.  In  Ihort,  he  decided  every 
affair  of  importance,  by  fubmit ting  it  to  thefaga- 
city  of  the  young  Aladin.  The  confidence  of  the 
Sovereign  was  not  wrong  placed.  The  more  he 
trufted  the  reafon  and  wifdom  of  his  favour¬ 
ite,  the  more  the  happinefs  of  his  people,  the- 
profperity  of  the  realm,  and  his  revenues, 
were  encreafed.  His  confidence,  in  a  Ihort 

time* 
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time,  knew  no  bounds.  Aladin  became  a* 
dear  to  his  father,  as  if  he  had  known  himfelf  to- 
be  fo  in  reality  ;  and  the  influence  of  the  Vi¬ 
ziers  was  loft,  in  that  of  the  young  minifter. 

•  Jealous  of  a  power  which  they  had  loft,  the 
ten  Viziers  aflembled  in  fecret,  for  the  pur-, 
pofe  of  contriving  the  means  of  gratifying  their 
ambition  and  their  avarice.  They  determined,  at 
any  rate,  to  haften  the  ruin  of  their  bated  ri¬ 
val  j  and,  unfortunately,  he  himfelf  feemed  to- 
furnifh  a  favourable  opportunity  for  this  pur- 
pofe. 

A  grand  entertainment  was  given  in  the  pa¬ 
lace.  Aladin  was  naturally  fober  ;  but,  while 
he  fought  only  to  participate  the  pleafure  of 
the  guefts,  he  indulged  himfelf  in  drink,  with 
fo,much  the  greater  fecUrity,  that  he  was  not 
accuftomed  to  it,  and  was  ignorant  of  its  cf- 
fc&s.  At  the  end  of  the  repaft,  he  wanted  to 
retire  to  his  own  apartment.  He  daggered, 
his  eyes  grew  dim,  and  he  foon  loft  the  ufe  of 
liis  fenfes.  The  firft  apartment  which  came 
in  his  way  feemed  to  be  made  ready  for  him. 
It  was  a  very  rich  one,  and  lighted  by  a  great 
number  of  wax  candles  fet  in  luftres.  But 
Aladin  faw  nothing,  lie  only  fought  repofe  £ 
and  having  found  a  fopha,  he  threw  himfelf 
upon  it,  and  fell  afteep. 
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There  were  no  Haves  there  to  inform  lilrfi  of 
his  miftake.  The/  were  enjoying  the  feaH, 
and  only  returned  to  the  apartment,  which 
they  had  left  open,  to  fill  the  pot3  with  per¬ 
fumes,  and  prepare,  according  to  the  cuftom 
*>f  the  Eaft,  a  collation  of  different  fherbets, 
and  dried  fweat-meats.  T  he  hangings  con¬ 
cealed  the  fopha  on  which  Aladin  lay. 

All  tliefe  preparations  being  fmifhed,  the 
King  and  Queen  retired  to  their  apartment. 
Bohetzad  approached  the  fopha,  opened  the 
curtain^  and  beheld  his  minifler  ftretchcd  up¬ 
on  it,  and  afleep.  lie  Was  inflantly  feized  with  ’ 
a  frantic  jealoufy.  “  What  dreadful  behavi¬ 
our  is  this  of  yours  !”  faid  he  to  Baherjoa } 
“  this  Have  could  not  have  got  into  your  apart¬ 
ment,  and  placed  himfelf  there,  without  your 
knowledge.’’  “  Sire,”  replied  the  Queen,  in 
aflonifhment,  but  without  confufion,  “  in  the 
name  of  the  Great  Prophet,  I  fwear,  that  I 
have  not  had  any  communication  -with  this 
young  man  ;  this  is  the  firft  time  I  ever  faw 
him  ;  and  in  nothing  have  I  encouraged  his 
audacity.” 

At  the  noife  which  was  made  around  the 
fopha,  Aladin  awoke,  furprized  and  ahonifhed 
at  his  fituation  :  He  haftily  arofe.  “  Traitor  !” 
faid  the  frantic  King  to  him,  “  Ingrate  !  Is 
this  thy  gratitude  fox  my  favour  ?  Dareft  thou 
,  enter 
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enter  into  my  women’s  apartment,  wretch  that 
thou  art !  Speedily  fhalt  thou  receive  die  chaf- 
tifement  of  thy  boldnefs.”  Having  faid  this, 
.Bohetzad,  inflamed  with  rage,  ordered  the 
chief  of  his  eunuchs  to  (hut  up  the  Queen  and 
the  minifler,  in  feparate  prifons.  This  Mo¬ 
narch,  agitated  with  die  moil  violent-  and  op- 
pdite  pafiions,  fpent  the  night  without  clofing 
his  eyes.  At  day-break  he  called  to  him  the 
firft  of  his  Viziers,  who  had  nor,  for  a  long 
time,  been  admitted  into  his  prefence.  He 
told  him  the  injury  which  he  fuppofed  he  had 
received,  and  in  which  he  believed  the  Queen 
an  accomplice. 

At  this  recital  the  Vizier  concealed  his  fccret 
joy.  Envy,  hatred,  and  revenge  were  about 
to  triumph.  It  was  no  feeble  viilini  which 
was  offered  ;  it  was  a  moll  powerful  rival 
whom  he  had  to  crufh.  The  old  courtier 
recollcfted  bimfelf.  He  endeavoured  ftill  far¬ 
ther  to  exafperate  his  Sovereign,  and  deter¬ 
mine  him  to  take  diftinguiffied  vengeance ; 
.  arid  with  an  humble  air  he  fpoke  as  follows  : 

“Sire,  you t faithful fubjccls  were  aftonifiitd, 
when  they  fawyour  confidence  bellowed  upon 
an  avowed  fon  of  a  chief  of  the  robbers.  It  would 
have  been  to®  great  an  inffance  of  ycur  Ma- 
jefty’s  goodnefs,  to  have  admitted  the,  branch 
of  fo  corrupt  a  (lock  near  your  faertd  per  fon. 

You 
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You  could  expe£  nothing  from  him  but 
treachery  and  crimes.  He  ftill  boafts,  that 
the  violence  of  his  pafliori  had  blinded  him 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  hath  carried  the 
infolence  of  his  delires,  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
audacity.  But  heaven  preferve  me  from  fuf- 
pe&ing  that  the  Queen  encouraged  him  !  Her 
irreproachable  behaviour,  herwifdom,  and  her 
virtues,  place  her  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
flighted  fufpicion,  in  that  refpe&.  Permit  me, 
Sire,  to  hold  a  converfation  with  her,  and  I 
will  venture  to  promife  your  Majefty  fuch  an 
explanation,  as  will  diminifli  the  uneafinefs, 
which  this  troublefome  adventure  hath  ccca- 
fioned  you.” 

The  King  complied  with  this  requeft,  and 
the  old  Vizier  went  to  the  prifon,  where  Ba- 
herjoa  was  confined.  He  found  the  Princefs 
in  tears.  “  No  Vizier,”  faid  flic  to  him,  at 
the  firfl  queftion  lie  put  to  her,  “  I  did  not 
encourage  this  young  man  to  offer  me  this  in- 
fult.  I  have  heard  fpeak  of  him,  but  I  never 
knew  him.  If  he  ever  placed  himfelf  in  a  fi- 
tuation  to  be  feen  by  me,  I  never  fuffered  my- 
felf  to  lock  at  him,  not  even  in  *the  fatal  mo¬ 
ment,  when  we  furprifed  him  in  my  apart¬ 
ment.”  ' 

At  this  declaration,  which  Tore  the  air  of 
the  moft  peifeft  innocence,  the  Vizier  eafily 
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perceived,  that  the  Queen  had  not  the  fmalleft 
lhare,  in  the  injury  of  which  the  King  com¬ 
plained,  and  he  thought  himfelf  authorized  to 
give  this  faflurance  to  the  King.  But  this 
might  leflen  the  crime  of  the  enemy,  whom 
he  fought  to  deflroy;  and  the  courtier  wanted 
to  exhibit  his  fault,  in  fuch  alight,  as  to  make 
it  appear  an  unpardonable  crime.  44  Madam,” 
faid  he  to  Baherjoa,  44  it  was  no  doubt  an  ex- 
cefs  of  folly,  which  carried  this  rafh  young 
man  to  the  ftep  which  he  hath  taken  ;  but 
it  will  hardly  be  believed.  Aladin  muft  be 
looked  upon,  as  ruined,  by  the  excefs,  and 
notoriety  of  hb  imprudence.  There  is  the 
higheft  probability,  that  the  King,  upon  my 
report,  will  fend  for  you  to  his  prefence.  He 
will  put  many  queftions  to  you,  to  which,  if 
you  will  permit  me,  you  muft  return  fuch  an- 
fwers,  as  my  refpettful  attachment  to  your 
Majefty  may  at  prefent  fuggeft.  They  may 
rellore  tranquillity  and  peace  to  the  King. 
You  are  to  pretend,  that  this  young  man  propo- 
fed  to  you,  by  a  flave  whom  you  did  not  know, 
to  receive  him  into  your  apartment,  promifing 
to  acknowledge  this  favour,  by  a  prefent  of  an 
hundred  diamonds  of  ineftimable  value  ;  that 
you  rejetted  this  propofal  with  fcorn,  and  the 
Have  difappeared.  That,  by  a  fccond  meflage, 
he  informed  you,  that  if  you  periifted  in  your 
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refufal,  ready  to  die  by  the  height  of  his  paf- 
fion,  he  was  determined  to  involve  you  in  his 
danger,  by  finding  means  to  introduce  himfelf 
into  your  prefence,  and  make  you  appear  as 
guilty  as  himfelf.”  The  Queen,  not  fufpec- 
ting  the  motives  of  this  advice,  thanked  the 
Vizier,  who  ,went  away  to  give  Bohetzad  an 
account  of  this  interview. 

“  Sire,”  faid  he  to  him,  having  related  the 
converfation,  which  he  had  juft  had  with  the 
Qneen,  and  feigned  anfwers  fimilar  to  thofe 
he  had  fuggefted,  “  You  fee  what  a  viper 
your  Majefty  has  nourilhed  in  your  bofom  ! 
But  wolf ’s-bane  never  carried  falutary  fruit ! 
Was  it  pofiible,  that  the  fon  of  a  robber  fhould 
lead  an  irreproachable  life  ?” 

At  this  report  of  the  Vizier,  the  eyes  of  the 
Monarch  fpaikled  with  rage.  Immediately,  and 
without  waiting  for  the  Queen’s  declaration, 
lie  ordered  the  young  man  to  be  brought  be¬ 
fore  him,  loaded  with  chains. 

“Wretch,”  faid  he,  asfoonashefawhim,  “re¬ 
collect  the  excefs  of  my  favours,  and  of  your 
ingratitude!  Let  the  recollection  ofthefe,  and 
your  remorfe,  be  to  you  the  preludes  of  the 
punithment  that  awaits  you  I  Your  head  is 
foon  to  fall  upon  the  fcaifold.” 

The  fury  and  threatening  of  the  King,  could 
not  change  the  countenance  of  the  innocent 

and 
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and  unfortunate  Aladin.  No  trouble  altered 
the  beauty  of  his  features  :  he  preferved  that 
fweet,  modeft,  and  firm  air,  which  had  hither¬ 
to  gained  him  the  good-will  of  the  Monarch. 
He  began  to  fpcak,  and  ingenuous  candour 
flowed  from  his  lips. 

“Sire,  the  proof  of  my  having  committed 
a  crime,  appears  ftrong;  but  my  fault  was  an 
involuntary  one.  If  an  indifcrction  on  my 
part,  reduced  me  to  a  frtuation,  in  which, 
during  fome  time,  I  was  deprived  of  the  ufe 
of  reafon,  fo  that  it  was  no  longer  my  guide, 
and  allowed  me  to  fall  into  a  very  grofs  mif- 
take ;  the  reft  was  the  work  of  the  deftiny  of 
fate.  My  heart,  overcome  by  your  favours, 
and  entirely  devoted  to  your  Majcfty,  hath 
hitherto  felt  no  pleafurc  but  in  the  happinefs 
of  ferving  you.  But  alas  !  what  avail  the 
beft  intentions,  and  all  the  exertions  of  zeal, 
*if  a  fuperior  law,  ruling  our  deftiny,  can  put 
a  different  appearance  on  the  purity  of  the 
motives,  by  which  wc  are  influenced!  If  a 
Angle  a&ion  of  our  life,  and  that  too,  done  thro* 
neceflity,  from  the  momentary  diforder  of  cur 
fenfes,  can  expofe  us  to  the  apparent  guilt  of 
a  crime,  although  all  our  inclinations  are  vir¬ 
tuous  Hurried,  from  the  fummit  of  happi¬ 
nefs,  into  the  horrors  of  difgrace,  1  muft  fub- 
mit  to  the  decree  which  infli&s  the  blow, 
VoL.ill.  D  like 


3$  ARABIAN  TALES. 

like  tlie  merchant,  whofe  memorable  ftory  is 
known,  even  in  your  Majefty’s  palace.” 

“  What  merchant  do  you  mean  ?”  faid  the 
King.  “  What  connexion  has  his  ftory  with 
thy  crime  ?  I  allow  you  to  relate  it.” 


*fhe  Hijlory  of  Kajkas ,  or  the  Oh/linate . 

Sire,  there  lived  at  Bagdad  a  very  wealthy 
merchant,  whofe  manners  and  knowledge, 
rendered  him  worthy  of  the  public  confidence  ; 
his  name  was  Kajkas .  Fortune  had  hitherto 
fecdnded  his  labours  fo  well,  that  he  could 
boaft  of  fuccefs  in  all  his  enterprifes  ;  but 
fate  foon  declared  againft  him.  He  could  no 
longer  fend  a  cotnmiflion,  or  receive  a  return, 
without  being  obliged  to  make  confiderable 
facrifices.  He  determined  at  laft  to  change  the 
nature  of  his  commerce.  He  fold  his  flock, 
and  laid  out  one  half  of  the  money  in  buying 
grain,  in  hopes  that  this  article  would  rife  in 
its  price  during  the  winter.  Circumftances, 
however,  were  againft  his  fpeculation  ;  for 
grain  fell  in  its  value.  To  avoid  this  lofs,  he 
locked  up  his  granaries,  determined  to  wait 
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fof  a  more  favourable  opportunity.  In  the 
mean  time,  one  of  his  friends  having  come  on 
a  vifit  to  him,  wiihed  to  perfuade  him  to  give 
up  this  new  kind  of  commerce,  in  which  he 
was  engaged  ;  but  he  did  not  liften  to  this 
advice,  and  was  obftinately  determined  to 
keep  his  grain  a  third  year.  Soon  after  there 
happened  fo  violent  a  ftorm,  that  the  fireets 
and  houfes  of  Bagdad  fullered  by  an  inunda¬ 
tion.  When  the  waters  were  abated,  Kalkas 
went  to  fee  if  his  corn  had  received  any  da¬ 
mage  j  but  he  found  it  all  fpringing,  and  be¬ 
ginning  to  rot.  In  order  to  efcape  the  pe¬ 
nalty,  it  coft  him  five  hundred  pieces  to  get 
thrown  into  the  river,  what  he  had  heaped  up 
in  his  granaries,  at  a  great  expence. 

His  friend  returned  to  him  :  “  You  have 
negle&ed,”  faid  he,  “  the  advice  which  1  gave 
you.  Diftrult  Fortune,  fhe  feems  to  have 
fworn  againft  you  ;  and  engage  in  no  enter- 
prife,  without  the  advice  of  a  Ikilful  aflrolo- 
ger.”  There  was  no  fcarcity  of  thefe  in  Bag¬ 
dad  ;  and  Kalkas,  taught  by  his  ill  fuccefs,. 
thought  the  advice  of  his  friend  deferred  at¬ 
tention.  The  footh-fayer  drew  out  his  ho- 
rofeope,  and  allured  him,  that  his  ftar  was  fo 
malignant,  that  he  muft  of  necefiky  lofe  what¬ 
ever  ftcck  he  (hould  hazard  in  commerce. 
Kalkas,  (Locked  with  a  prophecy  fo  contrary 
D  2  to 
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to  his  own  inclination,  attempted  to  prove  the 
prediction  falfe.  He  laid  out  all  the  money  he 
had  remaining,  in  loading  a  veffel  j  and  em¬ 
barked  in  it,  with  all  his  wealth. 

At  the  end  of  four  days,  during  which  he 
had  an  agreeable  voyage,  a  terrible  tempeft 
arofe,  which  broke  in  pieces  the  mafts  and 
fails,  carried, away  the  rudder,  and  at  laft  funk 
the  ihip,  with  the  whole  crew.  Kalkas  alone, 
after  feeing  the  remainder  of  his  fortune  pe- 
rifli,  was  laved  from  ihipwreck,  by  a  fragment 
of  the  vefiel,  which  carried  him  towards  a 
fandy  country,  where  he  landed  at  length,  af¬ 
ter  much  difficulty  and  fatigue.  Tired  and 
naked,  he  landed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a 
village,  which  was  fituated  on  the  fea-ffiore. 
He  haftened  thither  to  implore  relief,  and  re¬ 
turn  thanks  to  heaven,  for  having  preferved 
him  from  death,  while  his  unfortunate  com¬ 
panions  had  perilhecL 

As  he  entered  this  little  colony,  he  met  an 
old  man,  whole  features  and  drefs  infpired  re- 
fpeft  and  confidence^  This  man,  affeCted  with 
the  fituation  of  Kaffcas,  covered  him  with  his 
cloak,  and  led  him  to  his  houfe  ;  where,  after 
having  given  fuch  relief,  as  his  exhaufted 
ftrength  required,  jjie  clothed  him  in  a  fuita- 
ble  drefs. 
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It  was  natural  for  Kafkas  to  gratify  hjs  j 
landlord’s  curiofity,  by  the  relation  of  his  ad¬ 
ventures  ;  and  he  recounted  them,  with  fuch  an 
air  of  candor,  as  toleave  no  doubt  of  their  truth. 
As  this  old  man  had  jufl  loft  his  fteward,  he 
judged  Kalkas  worthy  to  fucceed  him;  and  o£- 
fered  him  this  hew  office,  with  an  appointment 
of  two  pieces  of  gold  a  day.  It  was  a  labori¬ 
ous  office ;  he  behoved  to  fow  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  ground,  to  direct  the  work,  and  the 
workmen,  to  gather  in  immenfe  harvefts,  to 
look  after  the  flocks,  and  to  give  in  accurate 
and  faithful  accounts  ©f  the  whole,  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  poor  Kafkas  returned  thanks 
to  providence,  for  thus  putting  it  in  his  power 
to  earn  a  fubfiftence  by  his  labour,  fince  every 
other  refource  in  the  world  had  failed  him  ; 
and  he  immediately  entered  on  the  duties  of  his 
new  place. 

Thefe  he  fuliilled  with  affiduity,  zeal,  and 
knowledge,  till  the  very  moment  w  hen  he  was 
to  treafure  up  the  different  crops.  As  his  maf- 
ter  had  never  yet  given  him  any  part  of  his 
w'ages,  he  fufpetted  that  he  would  not  fulfill  his 
engagements  ;  and  to  make  fure  of  his  falary,  he 
fet  hpart  as  much  of  the  grain  as  would  amount 
to  the  fum,  and  fhut  up  all  the  reft,  giving  an 
account  of  it  to  his  mafter.  The  latter  receiv¬ 
ed  this  account,  full  of  confidence  in  hi3 
D  3  fteward,, 
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fteward,  and  paid  him  all  the  wages  which  he 
owed  him,  affiiritig  him  of  the  fame  punctuali¬ 
ty  in  that  refpeCt,  every  year.  Kalkas  was 
much  afhamed  of  the  precautions  which  he 
had  taken,  and  of  the  fufpicions  which  he  had 
allowed  himfelf  to  entertain. 

He  immediately  returned  to  the  little  maga¬ 
zine  he  had  made,  in  order  to  repair  his  injuftice, 
if  happily  it  were  ftill  in  his  power.  But  what 
was  his  furprife,  when  he  did  not  find  in  it  the 
grain  he  had  fet  apart.  He  thought  hefaw,  in 
this  theft,  the  punifhment  of  heaven,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  confefs  the  fault  of  which  he  had  been 
guilty.  With  a  heart  full  of  grief  he  returned  to 
his  mafter.  “You  appear  vexed,”  faid  the  old 
man :  u  What  can  be  the  caufe  of  it  ?”  Then 
Kaikas,  flattering  himfelf,  that  he  would  obtain* 
by  his  fincerity,  the  pardon  of  his  fault,  made 
an  humble  confeflionof  the  motive,  and  all  the 
eircumftances  of  it,  even  to  the  carrying  off  the 
grain  Which  he  had  fet  apart,  and  of  which* 
he  had  not  been  able  to  difcover  the  thieves. 

The  old  man,  difcovering  the  marked  influ¬ 
ence  of  his  fteward’s  malignant  flar,  thought  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  keep  him  any  longer, 
and  determined  to  give  him  his  leave  immedi¬ 
ately.  “  We  do  not  fuit  one  another,”  faid  he 
to  him  ;  “  let  us  part.  But  as  it  is  not  juft,  that 
I  fliould  bear  the  lofc  of  what  you  improperly 
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fet  apart,  reflore  me  the  money  which  I  gave 
you,  and  feek  the  reward  of  your  labour,  in 
the  fale  of  the  grain  which  you  took  from  me. 
I  abandon  you.”  The  unfortunate  Kafkas  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  jufiice  of  this  order :  he  fubmit- 
ted  to  it  without  murmuring  ;  and  left  the  houfe 
of  his  benefactor,  fomewhat  lefs  naked  than 
he  entered  it,  but  without  a  fingle  piece  of 
money,  and  plunged  into  a  deep  melancholy. 

This  forrowful  fpprt  of  fortune  was  thought- 
lefsly  walking  along  the  fea  fiiore,  when  he 
perceived  a  tent,  which  he  approached.  He 
found  in  it  four  perfons,  who  difeovering  in  his 
countenance,  which  was  otherwife  engaging, 
the  traces  of  deep  forrow,  eagerly  alked  him 
the  caufe  of  it.  He  gratified  their  curiofity^ 
by  the  recital  of  his  misfortunes.  As  he  fpoke, 
he  drew  a  very  marked  attention  from  one  of 
the  four,  who  feemed  to  have  a  kind  of  autho¬ 
rity  over  the  other  three.  This  man  foon  re¬ 
cognized  him  as  one  of  his  correfpondents  at 
Bagdad,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  had 
important  and  lucrative  concerns.  The  mer¬ 
chant  w'as  moved  with  compaflion  :  At  that 
time,  he  was  engaged  in  an  adventure  of" 
pearl-fi  filing,  and  was  the  chief  of  the  three 
divers  who  wrere  with  him.  4t  Throw  your- 
felves  into  the  fea,”  faid  he  to  [them,  “  and  the 
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firlt  take  of  pearls  which  you  have,  lhall  be  for 
this  unfortunate  traveller.’*  r 

The  three  divers,  affeCted  as  well  as  their 
mailer,  with  the  misfortune  of  Kalkas,  threw 
themfclves  into  the  fea,  and  brought  up,  in 
fhells  which  they  cafried  with  them,  ten  pearls, 
of  an  inellimable  value,  for  their  fize  and  beau¬ 
ty.  The  merchant  was  delighted  vyith  the  little 
fortune,  he  had  been  able  to  procure  for  his 
former  correfpondent.  “  Take  thefe  pearls,” 
faid  he  to  him  fell  two  of  them  when  yon 
arrive  in  the  capital,  and  their  price  will  be 
fufficient  for  any  adventure,  in  which  you  may 
be  inclined  to  engage but  take  particular  care 
of  the  other  eight,  that  they  may  ferve  you  in 
the  time  of  need,  and  fell  them- where  you  can" 
do  it  to  the  greatell  advantage.” 
s  Kalkas,  after  thanking  his  benefa&or,  depart¬ 
ed,  and  took  the  road  which  he  was  direct 
ed  to  follow,  in  his  way  to  the  capital.,  He 
had  been,  three  days  on  his  journey,  when  he 
perceived  at  a  diliance,  fome  people  on  horfe- 
back.  Afraid  lead,  they  ihould  be  robbers,  he 
hid  eight  of  his  pearls,  betwixt  the  two  cloths 
of  his  veil,  and  put  into  his  mouth  the  two  ou¬ 
tliers,  which  he  propofed  to  fell.  He  was  not 
wrong  in  his  conjecture,  concerning  the  per- 
fons  he  had  feen  ;  they  were  in  reality  robbers. 
They  came  up  -to  him,  furrounded  him,  and 
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llripped  him ;  and  in  this  fituation  they  left 
him  on  the  road,  with  nothing  but  a  fingle 
pair  of  drawers. 

The  unfortunate  , traveller,  recognized  in 
this  new  feature  cf  fortune,  the  effect  of  the 
evil  deftiny  which  purfued  him.  Mean  while 
he  congratulated  himfelf,  on  having  been  able 
to  fave  from  the  hands  of  the  rafeals,  the  two 
molt  beautiful  pearls  j  which  were  fmTicicnt 
to  re- eflablifn  his  affairs,  and  aflift  him  in  feme 
lucrative  adventure.  The  capital  was  not  far 
diftant.  He  arrived  there,  and  entrufled  to  the 
Delhi ♦,  the  two  pearls  which  remained,  toex- 
pofe  them  to  foie.  The  jD^Z/fl/proclaitned  the 
jewels  with  a  loud  voice,  in  the  market,  and 
invited  the  curious  to  bid  for  them.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  feme  days  before,  there  had  been  fome 
pearls  ftolen  from  one  of  the  richeft  jewellers 
in  the  city.  He  thought  he  recognized  fome  of 
his  own,  in  thofe  which  were  fet  up  to  fale, 
and  demanded  that  the  pretended  owner  of  the 
jewels  fhould  appear.  When  he  faw  him  fo 
ill  dreffed,  he  was  convinced  he  had  found  the 
thief.  “  .There  are  two  pearls,”  faid  he  to 
him,  “  but  you  ought  to  have  ten ;  what  have 
you  done  with  the  other  eight?”  Kafkas, 
thinking  the  jeweller  had  been  informed  of  the 
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prefent  that  the  fifher  had  made  him,  ingenu- 
oully  replied  ;  “  I  had  ten  of  them,  itis  true  : 
But  fome  robbers,  whom  I  irtet  on  the  road, 
hav^  carried  off the  other  tight  in  the  lining  of 
my  waiftcoat,  where  I  had  concealed  them.” 

On  this  ccnfelfion,  which  appeared  to  the 
jeweller  an  acknowledgment  of  guilt,  he  took 
Kalkas  by  the ,  hand,  and  carried  him  before 
the  civil  magiftrate,  accufing  him  of  having 
.ftolen  his  pearls.  This  judge,  led  away  by  ap¬ 
pearances*  and  on  the  declaration  of  the  rich 
citizen,  condemned  the  poor  Kalkas  to  the  baf- 
tinado,  and  to  imprifonment,  as  long  as  his 
accufer  fhould  be  pleafed  to  detain  him  in  cus¬ 
tody.  This  unhappy  creature,  the  fport  of 
fortune  and  of  men’s  injuftice,  underwent  the 
punifhment,  and  was  forced,  during  a  whole 
year,  to  groan  under  the  rigour  of  a  fevere  con¬ 
finement,  till  at  length,  chance  brought  a  man 
of  his  acquaintance  into  the  fame  prifon.  This 
was  one  of  the  three  divers  in  the  Perfian 
Gulf,  whofe  labour  appeared  to  have  been  fo 
profitable  to  him. 

The  diver,  furprized  to  fee  him  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  alked  the  caufc  of  it.  Kalkas  related  to 
him  all  that  had  happened  lince  they  parted. 
This  new  confident  immediately  addreffed  a 
petition  to  the  King,  in  which  he  implored  the 
favour  of  being  admitted  into  his  prefence, 
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that  he  might  communicate  to  him  a  fecret  of 
the  utmoft  importance.  The  King  caufed  the 
diver  to  be  brought  before  him.  He  proftra- 
ted  himfelf ;  and  the  King,  after  having  made 
him  rife  up,  ordered  him  to  communicate  the 
fecret  which  he  was  to  reveal. 

“  Great  King,”  faid  the  diver,  “  the  great- 
nefe  of  your  Majefty’s  foul,  and  your  love  of 
juflice,  are  known  to  ail  your  fubje&s.  I  ven¬ 
ture,  this  day,  to  call  upon  thefe  fublime  vir¬ 
tues,  in  favour  of  an  unhappy  innocent  Gran¬ 
ger,  who  hath  fuffered  an  unjuft  punifhment, 
for  a  crime  which  he  did  not  commit,  and  who 
is  ftill  confined  in  the  fame  dungeon,  in  which 
I  have  been  ftiut  up,  for  a  trifling  fault.  You 
love,  Sire,  to  puniih  the  wicked  ;  but  it  is  with 
the  fpint  of  equity,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  good  order.  Your  Majefty  would  wiih, 
that  the  wolf  and  the  lamb  fliould  walk  toge¬ 
ther  fecureJy  ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  your  flave 
to  co-operate  with  your  benevolent  intentions, 
by  putting  it  in  your  power  to  repair  an  in¬ 
juft  ice  committed  agaifift  a  man,  perfecuted  by 
his  evil  deftiny,  and  worthy  of  your  compaf- 
fion.”  He  then  entered  into  a  minute  detail 
of  the  adventure  of  Ka&as,  with  regard  to  the 
pearls.  He  (hewed  him  the  circumftance  which 
had  led  the  jeweller  into  a  miftake,  and  occa¬ 
sioned  the  ignorance  of  the  judge  ;  iu  fine,  he 
/  added, 
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added,  “  If  your  Majefty  Hill  fafpeds  the  truth 
of  my  recital,  you  may  caufe  the  chief  of  the 
filhery,  and  my  companions  the  divers,  to  he 
interrogated  concerning  it.” 

The  diver,  having  no  intereft  in  a  matter 
that  concerned  only  an  unfortunate  and  help- 
lefs  man,  fpake  with  that  boldnefs  and  open- 
n«fs  which  truth  infpires.  In  the  end,  the 
Monarch  was  convinced  of  the  innocence  of 
the  unfortunate  Kalkas  ;  and  ordered  the  chief 
of  the  eunuchs  to  fet  him  at  liberty,  condu& 
him  to  the  bath,  and,  after  having  clothed  him 
decently,  to  bring  him  into  his  prefence. 

The  eunuch  obeyed.  Kaikas  was  led  to 
the  feet  of  the  Sovereign,  where  he  confirmed 
the  report  of  the  diver.  He  told  the  fruitlefs 
efforts  he  had  made  to  undeceive  the  jeweller, 
ajid  remove  the  prejudice  of  the  judge.  In  a 
word,  by  the  detail  of  all  his  adventures,  he 
interefted  the  King  fo  much,  that  he  obtained 
from  him,  that  inftant,  a  lodging  in  the  palace, 
and  a  place  of  truft  near  his  perfon,  with  great 
appointments. 

As  to  the  jeweller,  after  being  obliged  to  re- 
ftore  the  pearls,  he  was  fentenced  to  receive 
two  hundred  Itrokes  of  the  ballinado;  the 
judge  received  double  that  number,  and  wras 
depofed  from  his  office.  Kalkas,  loaded  with 
favours,  thought  fate  reconciled  to  him  for 
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ever.  He  took  pleafure  in  hardening  himfelf. 
Bgainft  his  bad  fortune  5  and  was  already  ar¬ 
ranging  the  plans  of  that  fucccfs,*  which  he 
promis'd  himfelf  in  the  new  office,  which  he 
filled,  when  his  curiofity  laid  a  new  fnare  for 
him. 

He  aifeovered,  one  day,  in  the  apartment 
which  was  allotted  to  him,  a  door  covered  lip 
with  a  thin  coat  of  plafter,  which,  from  age,  fell 
to  dud  at  the  fmalleit  touch.  It  required  n> 
effort  to  force  this  paflage ;  the  door  opened  of 
itfeif.  He  entered,  without  reflecting,  into  a 
rich  apartment,  to  which  he  was  an  entire 
Granger,  and  found  himfelf,  without  know¬ 
ing  it,  in  the  middle  of  the  palace. 

Scarcely  had  he  made  one  flop,  when  the 
■chief  of  the  eunuchs  obferved  him,  and  with¬ 
out  delay  in  formed  the  king  of  it.  The  Mo¬ 
narch  inftantly  came.  The  fragments  of  the 
plafter,  which  were  Hill  upon  the  ground,  stp- 
peared  a  pfoof,  that  the  door  h  id  been  forced  , 
■and  die  aflonifhment  of  Kafkas  earned  a  com¬ 
plete  convi&ion  of  his  guile.  “  Unhappy 
man  !”  faid  the  King  to  him,  “  Is  it  thus  you 
acknowledge  my  f  4vours  and  your  obligations? 
My  juflice  faved  you,  when  I  believed  you  in- 
nacent  ;  guilty  now,  it  condemns  you  to  lofe 
your  light.”  The  imprudent  man,  without 
during  to  attempt  auy  juiVdicaUon,  was  ialtant- 
ly  delivered  over  to  the  executioner,  alking  no 
Vol.  III.  E  other 
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other  favour,  than,  that  they  would  put  into 
his  hands,  the  eyes  which  were  to  be  torn  out. 

He  carried  them  in  ids  hand,  as  he  walked, 
groping  through  the  ftreets  of  the  capital. 
“  Behold,”  faid  he,  “  O  ye  who  hear  me,  that 
which  the  unfortunate  Kalkas  hath  gained,  by 
hardening  himfelf  again  ft  the  decrees  of  his 
evil  deiliny,  and  defpifing  the  advice  of  his 
friends.  Behold  the  lot  of  the  obftinate.  ” 

Aladin, Shaving  thus  fmiihed  the  hifiory  of 
the  merchant,  addrefftd  himfelf  diredly  to  Bo* 

het7?d. 

“  Sire,  you  have  feen  the  effed  of  fortune’s 
influence,  on  the  man,  whofe  adventures  I  have 
now  related.  So  long  as  his  ftar  was  propitious, 
he  fucceeded  in  every  thing  :  But,  when  ever  it 
changed,  his  efforts  to  corred  its  malignity 
were  fruitlefs.  The  tranfient  inftances  of  fuc- 
cefs,  which  feemed  to  ar reft  the  current  of  his 
misfortunes,  foon  plunged  him  into  greater  evils 
than  thofe  which  he  had  efcaped*.  Circum- 
ftances  that  were  unforfeen,  and  fteps  that  were 
innocent,  gave  him  the  appearance  of  ingrati¬ 
tude  and  guilt,  even* when  every  thing  affured 
him  of  the  purity  of  his  condud.  Pvly  lot, 
alas  !  is  but  too  like  that  of  his.  Fortune 
fmiled  upon  me,  while  I  enjoyed  your  Maje- 
ffy’s  favour:  but  in  the  meantime,  her  fecret 
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fprings  were  forming  the  abyfs  into  which  I 
have  fallen.” 

The  young  man  had  related  the  adventures 
of  the  unfortunate  merchant  of  Bagdad,  fo  na¬ 
turally,  and  with  fo  much  grace,  and  hr.cl 
made  fo  happy  an  application  of  them,  that 
Bohetzad,  always  difpofed  to  favour  a  criminal 
whom  he  had  loved  fo  well,  and  moved  by  the 
inftance  of  ra(h  judgement,  which  he  had  jult 
heard,  put  off  the  execution  which  he  hrd  or¬ 
dered,  till  the  day  following,  under  pretence 
of  its  being  too  late  for  doing  it  then.  “  Re¬ 
turn  to  thy  prifon,”  faid  he  to  him  ;  “  I  grant 
thee  thy  life  till  to-morrovr ;  I  put  off,  till  that 
time,  the  punifhment  that  is  juftly  due  to 
thee.” 

In  the  mean  time,  the  firff  Vizier  cxpe&ed 
with  impatience  the  account  of  Aladin’s  execu¬ 
tion  ;  and  when  he  heard  that  it  was  delay¬ 
ed,  he  affembled  his  affociates,  and  thus  ad- 
drefied  the  fccond  Vizier.  . 

“  The  favourite  hath  found  means  to  fuf- 
pend  the  execution  of  his  fentcnce.  I  have 
done  my  duty,  in  determining  the  King  to  ail 
a£l  of  juftice.  It  now  belongs  to  you,  to  do 
yours,  by  reprefenting  to  him,  the  wrong  which 
he  does,  in  forgetting  the  duties  of  the  throne, 
and  in  withholding  fo  long  the  puniffment  of 
a  crime  that  has  been  proved.  I  have  commu¬ 
nicated  to  you  the  ftratagem,  of  which  Iavail- 
E  2  ed 
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ed  myfelf*  by  making  it  be  prefumed,  that  I 
carried  the*  Queen’s  own  words.  You  under- 
iknd  how  eflentkl  it  is  to  give  this  Princefs 
always  the  fame  language.  Her  complaint  hath 
removed  every  kind  of  doubt,  and  freed  her 
even  from  the  fufpicion  of  connivance  with  the 
criminal.  Make  your  rem entrances  to  his 
Majefty,  and  give  them  that  force  which  both 
his  perfonnl  fafety  and  ours  require.” 

The  next  morning,  as  foon  as  accefs  could 
be  had  to  Bohetzsd,  Bnharon  (for  that  was  the 
name  of  the  fccoud  Vizier)  was  introduced  to 
the  King. 

“  Sire,”  faid  this  minifter  to  him,  “  I  heard, 
in  the  retirement  of  my  clofet,  and  amid  the  im¬ 
portant  bufinefs  with  which  I  am  entrufted, 
that  your  Majefty  w'a3  in  afSi&icn.  Your 
misfortunes,  if  it  is  decreed  that  you  fhouM 
have  any,  become  the  misfortunes  of  all  your 
fubjects.  Excufe  the  zeal,  by  which  I  am  a- 
nimated,  if  I  endeavour  to  difeover  the  caufes 
of  them,  and  offer  your  Majefty  all  the  fervice 
which  can  arife  from  my  experience  and  at¬ 
tachment  to  you,  to  ft  op  them  in  their  pro- 
grefs.”  The  King  thought  Baharon  might 
really  be  ignorant  of  the  event  which  happen¬ 
ed  within  the  palrce,  and  told  him  the  crime 
of  which  Aladin  was  guiltv. 

•  The  Vizier  feemed  to  fhake  as  he  liftened 
to  this  repent.  “  Sire,”  faid  he  to  the  King,  as 
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foon  as  he  had  done  fpeaking,  “  if  the  fon  of  a 
chief  of  villains,  brought  up  and  nourilheiL 
amidft  guilt,  could  have  been  capable  of 
virtuous  fentiments,  this  phenomenon  would 
have  contraditted  experience,  and  even  proved 
it  deceitful.  I  will  here  venture  to  recall  to  , 
jour  Majelty,  a  fable  of  our  ancdlcis,  which, 
tradition  hath  preferved  to  us. 

In  ancient  times,  a  young  v/clf  was  put  tcv 
fchool,  to  endeavour,  by  inltru&ion,  to  correct 
his  natural  propenfity  to  voraciouinef?.  H:s 
mailer,  in  order  to  learn  him  to  read,  tranfcri- 
bed,  in  large  chara&ers,  fome  letters  of  the 
alphabet ;  and  attemped  to  make  him  under¬ 
hand  thefe  figns.  But  inilead  of  reading  KLS, 
as  it  was  written,  the  favage  animal  read  flu¬ 
ently,  Kidr  Laniby  Sbeep.  He  was  governed  by 
inftind,  and  his  nature  was  incorrigible.  The 
fon  of  a  robber  is  in  the  very  kune  fituation ; 
vice  is  coeval  with  his  exiftence.  From  the 
beginning  he  is  an inh&edmafs,  which  it  is  im- 
pollibb  to  purify.  But  what  afttniihes  me 
jnoft,  Sire,  is  that  fuch  a  criminal  lliould  have 
furvivedone  moment,  die  wicked  attempt  which 
he  made,  and  in  which  he  was  furprifed. 

Thefe  remonftrances  of  the  fecond  Vizier, 
having  enraged  the  mind  tif  die  Monarch  ltiil 
more,  he  ordered  the  prifoner  to  be  brought  in 
chains  into  his  prefence.  He  was  obeyed. 

Alndin  appeared  The  King,  doing  vio¬ 
lence  to  the  fentiments  which  moved  kin* 
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in  his  favour,  addrefied  him  with  feverity. 
“  Traitor  !”  faid  he  to  him,  “  nothing  can 
hereafter  delay  your  punilhment ;  and  the 
world  fbali  he  informed  of  your  crime  and  my 
vengeance  I”  At  the  fame  time,  he  gave  the 
executioner  the  lignal  of  death.  “  Sire,”  in¬ 
terrupted  Aladin,  whofe  fteady  and  modeft 
countenance  was  the  genuine  proof  of  courage 
and  innocence,  “  my  life  is  in  the  hands  of  your 
Majefty  ;  but  I  conjure  you  Hill,  not  to  hafttn 
my  death.  He,  who  thinks  only  of  the  pre- 
fent,  without  enquiring  into  the  future,  expo- 
fes  himfelf  to  as  bitter  a  repentance,  as  that 
,  which  the  merchant  felt,  whofe  hiftory  I  have 
heard.  He,  on  the  contrary,  who  looks  into 
futurity,  has  a  right,  one  day,  to  congratulate 
hirofelf  on  his  prudence,  as  it  happened  to  the 
fon  of  this  merchant. 

Bohetzad,  in  fpite  of  himfelf,  felt  his  curio- 
fity  excited  anew,  and  was  defirous  to  hear  the 
Hory,  which  Aladin  wanted  to  relate  to  him. 
u  I  will  confent,”  faid  the  Monarch,  “  to 
hear  the  adventures  of  this  merchant ;  but  it  is- 
the  laft  inftance  of  complaifance,  I  {hall  fnew 
you.”  “  May  it  pleafe  your  beneficent  Ma¬ 
jefty  !ry  refumed  Aladin,  “  order  this  man,  who 
holds  the  fabre  above  my  head,  to  begone.  I 
think  I  fee  the  angel  of  death.”  The  execu¬ 
tioner  having-  withdrawn,  by  the  King's  or- 
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der,  Aladin  fulfilled  the  engagement  he  had 
come  under,  in  the  following  terms* 


*The  Rijlory  of  Wage  Mahomet ,  and  his  Sons , 
or  tie  Imprudent . 

here  was,  in  the  city  of  Naka  m  Tartary, 
a  merchant,  whofe  name  was  Illage  Mahomet, 
ivho,  wifhing  to  extend  his  commerce  to  the 
mofl  remote  boundaries  of  the  world,  court  me¬ 
ted  a  vefiel,  4n  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  able  to 
endure  the^lcngefl  voyage,  and  carry  a  conli- 
derable  burden.  When  this  fiiip  was  ready  to 
go  to  fca,  he  filled  it  with  mtrehandife  ;  and  ob- 
ferving  that  the  wind  was  favourable,  he  took 
leave  of  his  wife,  embraced  his  three  children, 
went  on  board,  and  failed  with  a  fair  wind  fer 
the  Indies. 

A  fortunate  voyage  having,  in  a  fiiort  time, 
brought  him  to  the  port  of  the  capital  of  India, 
he  tock  lodgings,  and  placed  his  merchand’.fe 
in  the  Kan,  Quite  at  eafe,  refpecting  the  fate 
of  his  effe&s,  he  then  vifited  the  different  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  city,  accompanied  by  four  have?, 
and  foon  entered  into  fritndfliip  with  the  moll 
celebrated,  merchants  of  the  place.  As  his  at¬ 
tendants  • 
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tendants  had  orders  to  publifh  the  nature  of  hrs 
merchandife,  apd  to  diftribute  patterns  of  them, 
a  croud  of  purchasers  rtforted  to  his  maga¬ 
zines. 

The  King  of  India  was  accuftomed  to  come 
cut  of  his  palace,  in  order  to  walk  through  the 
town,  and  inform  himfelf  of  what  was  going 
cn  there,  under  a  difguife  which  rendered  it  im- 
poflible  he  fhould  be  known.  Chance  having 
dire£ted  his  fteps  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Kan ,  he  was  anxious  to  knovr,  what  drew 
every  body  there.  He  faw  this  foreign  mer¬ 
chant,  whom  a  happy  and  engaging  phyfiog- 
nomy,  with  a  gracious  addrefs,  announced  m 
a  very  favourable  manner.  He  heard  him 
anfwer,  with  good  breeding  and  perfpicuity, 
the  queftions  that  were  put  to  him  ;  and  faw 
him  condu£t  his  affairs,  with  an  opennef3  which 
gained  the  confidence  of  all.  He  was  defirous 
to  have  fome  converfation  with  him  ;  but  the 
fear  of  being  difcovered  made  him  renounce 
his  defign,  for  the  prefen t.  lie  returned  to  his 
palace,  as  quickly  as  he  could,  refumed  the 
drefs  which  became  his  dignity,  and  fent  .for 
this  honourable  merchant.  The  merchant  quick¬ 
ly  obeyed  the  will  of  the  Monarch.  He  was 
admitted  into  his  prefence,  and  the  King  ex- 
preffedhis  defire  to  be  acquainted  with  him. 

“  Sire,”  replied  the  merchant,  “  I  was  born 
and  effabliihed  in  Naka,  near  mount  Caucafus. 

Commerce; 
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Commerce  is  my  profeffion.  The  favour  and 
liberty  which  your  Majefty  grants  it,  have  di¬ 
rected  my  fpeculations  to  your  dominions, -and 
heaven  hath  favoured  my  voyage. 

The  King,  fatisfied  with  the  fimple  and  no¬ 
ble  reply  of  this  ft  ranger,  wilhed'to  find  out 
more  particularly  the  kind  of  his  knowledge, 
by  fhewing  him,  by  turns,  curiofity  on  foine 
fubjects,  and  embarraftrnent  on  others ;  but  he 
was  equally  pleafed  with  all  his  anfwers. 
Convinced,  by  all  that  he  had  heard,  that  his 
abilities  were  far  beyond  what  was  neceflary 
for  trade,  he  determined  to  attach  him  to  his 
own  fervice,  by  raifing  him  to  the  higheft  of¬ 
fice.  It  was  not  the  dcfign  of  the  Sovereign 
to  try  the  ftranger,  by  the  allurements  of  ho¬ 
nour  ;  but  knowing,  that  diftinguiflied  merit 
may  become  ufelefs,  in  an  inferior  ftation, 
and  is  frequently  only  the  objtft  cf  envy,  he 
cfFered  him  the  office  of  Grand  Viiier,  in  or¬ 
der  that  it  might  afford  him  an  opportunity  of 
difplaying,  to  greater  advantage,  his  know'- 
ledgc  and  ability. 

Illage  received  this  favour,  with  expreftlons 
of  refpeCt  and  gratitude,  “  I  ffiould  have  con- 
fidered  myfelf  as  tco  much  honoured,  Sire,  in 
being  admitted  into  the  number  of  the  fiaves 
who  furround  your  thrpne.  The  dignity  of 
the  honourable  office  to  which  you  have  called 
me,  far  furpaffes  my  metit  and  pretenfiens ; 

but 
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but  the  high  idea,  which  I  have  cCnccn*ed  of 
your  Majefty,  infpires  me  with  an  unbounded 
zeal  for  your  fervice,  and  a  confidence  that 
I  fhall  be  wholly  devoted  to  it.” 

The  Monarch,  always  more  pleafed  with  his 
new  minifler,  ordered  him  a  magnificent  robe, 
afligned  him,  for  lodgings  a  palace  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  his  own,  and  caufed  him  be  in- 
Trailed  in  his  new  dignity.  The  Prince  had 
no  reafon  to  repent  of  his  choice,  which  might 
appear  rafh.  The  new  minifler  fat  in  the  di¬ 
van,  en  the  right  hand  of  his  matter.  He  was 
never  embarrafled  in  the  difeuffion  of  affairs, 
however  intricate.  He  had  great  fagacity,  in 
underftsnding  every  report  concerning  them. 
Juftice  and  equity  were  fummed  up  in  his  de- 
cifions,  fo  that  the  people  and  the  Monarch 
enjoyed,  under  the  adminiftration  of  this  en¬ 
lightened  minifler,  all  the  bfefiings  of  a  wife 
government. 

Two  years  patted  in  labour,  and  great  em¬ 
ployments  :  But  at  laft  nature  refumed  her 
rights.  The  Vizier,  feparated  fo  long  from  a 
family,  which  he  tenderly  loved,  felt  a  defire  to 
fee  them.  The  firft  requeft,  which  he  made 
on  this  fubjeft,  alarmed  the  Sovereign.  But 
he  had  a  foul  of  fenfibility ;  he  could  not  long 
rdift  the  voice  of  nature,  and  permitted  his 
minifler  to  undertake  a  voyage,  which  he  li¬ 
mited  to  a  certain  period ;  alluring  him,  that 

if 
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if  he  brought  his  whole  family  along  with 
him,  he  £hould  never  be  expofed  to  any  unea- 
finefs  in  his  fervice.  With  this  permiflion, 
the  Vizier  embarked  for  Naka,  in  a  vcffel  of 
war,  of  which  he  had  the  command. 

The  family  of  this  merchant  of  Tartary, 
being  entirely  ignorant  of  his  fate,  fince  the 
time  of  his  departure,  were  abandoned  to  the 
moil:  cruel  uneafinefs.  Fortunately,  a  mer¬ 
chant  of  the  country,  returning  from  India, 
had  given  them  news  of  him,  and  reftored 
tranquillity  to  this  family,  who  were  raifed  to 
the  fummit  of  joy,  on  hearing  of  his  elevation 
and  fuccefs,  on  whofe  account  they  were  alarm¬ 
ed.  The  wife  of  illage  determined,  that  mo¬ 
ment,  to  repair  to  her  hufband,  lefs  to  (hare 
his  glory  than  his  love.  She  fet  her  affairs  in 
order  ;  and  after  having  taken  every  neceffary 
ftep,  Ihe  embarked  with  the  fame  merchant, 
who  had  given  her  fo  confolatory  news. 

After  fome  days  failing,  the  veffel  which 
carried  them  call  anchor  near  an  illand,  where 
they  were  to  land  and  exchange  merchandife. 
Contrary  winds  hud  obliged  Illage  to  land  at 
the  fame  place.  He  had  hired  a  lodging  pret¬ 
ty  near  the  harbour  ;  and  being  fatigued,  with 
tlie  bad  weather  which  lie  had  met  with,  had 
thrown  hiinfelf  upon  a  bed,  in  order  to  take 
repole.  His  fpoufe,  who  lived  in  an  oppofite 
quarter  of  the  city,  foon  learned  that  a  vef¬ 
fel 
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fel  had  arrived  in  its  way  from  India,  and  that 
it  had  failed  from  the  capital.  She  fent  her 
Children  to  afk  the  news  concerning  the  Grand 
Vizier,  thinking  it  impoflible,  but  that  they 
fiiould  be  able  to  receive  fome. 

The  young  people  went  from  the  inn  where 
their  mother  was,  running,  the  one  after  the 
other,  till  they  had  come  undfcr  the  windows 
of  the  apartment  where  the  Vizier  was  at  reft. 
They  took  poffeftion  of  a  little  eminence,  on 
which  a  number  of  bales  of  goods'  were  colleft- 
cd,  to  keep  them  dry.  The  though tlefs  youths 
went  to  play  on  the  bales,  trying  which  of  the 
two  could  pufti  down  his  brother.  Thefe 
playful  infants,  difputing  with  addrefs  and  ro¬ 
guery,  announced  their  victory  or  their  defeat, 
by  fuch  piercing  fliouts,  that  they  awaked  the 
Vizier. 

He  loft  his  patience :  he  went  to  the  win¬ 
dow  to  check  the  noife,  and  leaning  over  it, 
three  diamonds,  which  the  King  had  given 
him,  fell  from  his  fingers.  The  agitation  of 
the  fea  had  already  ftirred  up  the  minifter’s 
choler ;  the  habit  of  command  rendered  him 
incapable  of  forbearance ;  and  the  iftand  on 
which  he  w~as,  being  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of 
his  government,  he  ordered  thefe  troublefome 
children  to  be  taken  into  cuftody.  He  came 
down  himfelf  to  fearcb  for  his  diamonds;  but 
amidft  fuch  confufion,' this  fearchwas  fruit! eft. 

Driven 
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!D  riven,  by  degrees,  to  indignation  and  fury, 
he  accufed  the  children,  not  only  of  being  the 
caufe  of  the  lofs  of  his  diamonds,  but  even  of 
having  Helen  them.  Their  innocence  could 
mot  defend  them  againft  prejudice.  He  pu- 
niflied  them  with  thebaftinado,  and  then  cau- 
fed  each  of  them  to  be  tied  to  a  board,  and 
caft  into  the  fea.  Thefe  innocent  viftitfis,  ex¬ 
pelling  a  cruel  death,  became  the  fport  of  the 
waves  and  billows. 

Meanwhile  night  approached ;  and  the  fpoufe 
of  Illage,  not  feeing  her  children  return,  unea- 
fy,  and  bathed  in  tears,  went  out  to  feck  them. 
The  neighbours  could  tell  her  nothing  of  them. 
She  ran  from  flreet  to  ilreet,  without  meeting 
any  perfon,  who  could  fatisfy  her  well-found¬ 
ed  impatience.  This  tender  mother  came  at 
laft  to  the  harbour.  There,  from  the  deferip- 
tion  {he  gave  of  the  three  peifons,  who  were 
the  object  of  her  fearch,  and  the  caufe  of  her 
uneafinefs,  a  failor  replied  to  her,  “  Madam, 
the  young  people  whom  you  enquire  after,  arc 
the  fame,  whom  a  powerful  man,  lately  arri¬ 
ved  from  India,  hath  puniilied  by  his  (laves, 
for  a  theft  which  he  imputed  to  them.  They 
gave  them  the  baftinado,  tied  them  to  a  plank, 
and,  by  his  order,  threw  them  into  the  fea/’ 
At  thefe  words,  the  unhappy  mother  filled  the 
air  with  her  (hrieks  and  groans  5  ike  rent  her 
•cloaths,  and  tore  her  hair.  “  O  my  children,” 
Vol.  III.  F  ftiid 
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faid  {he,  44  where  is  the  Vizier  your  father, 
to  revenge  me  on  the  man  who  hath  murdered 
you?”  Her  defpair  (truck  the  ear  of  her  huf- 
band,  who  was  not  far  diftant.  He  feemed  to 
know  the  voice,  and  learned  that  it  was  that 
of  the  inconfolable  mother,  wliofe  children  he 
had  condemned  to  death.  The  cry  of  nature 
refounded  in  his  heart ;  and  he  no  longer  doubt¬ 
ed  but  that  the  children  he  had  punilhed  were 
his  own.  He  haftened  to  the  unfortunate  wo¬ 
man,  whofe  mifery  he  had  occafioned,  and  im¬ 
mediately  knew  her.  44  Ah  barbarian,  that  I 
am,  I  have  been  the  murderer  cf  our  children ! 
Fatal  power,  with  which  I  am  invefted  !  Blind¬ 
ed  by  thee,  I  had  not  time  allowed  me  to  be 
juft  !  I  am  the  executioner  of  my  own  chil¬ 
dren  !”  As  he  fpoke  thefe  words,  all  the 
figns  of  the  moft  violent  defpair  were  painted 
in  his  countenance,  and  manifefted  themfelves 
by  every  fort  of  extravagance.  His  wife  funk 
at  his  feet  under  the  weight  of  her  grief.  44  Do 
not  pardon  me,”  added  he,  44  I  am  a  monfter ; 
and  fo  much  the  more  criminal,  as  I  am  at 
this  moment  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
law.  I  muft  for  ever  be  torn  by  my  own  re- 
morfe,  and  loaded  with  your  reproaches.  I 
thought  myfelf  offended,  and  I  haftened  to  re¬ 
venge  myfelf,  without  taking  time  to  reflect. 
X  faw  a  crime,  where  there  was  none,  and  let 

fall 
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fall  the  ftroke  upon  innocence,  without  think¬ 
ing  it  would  rebound  upon  myfelf.” 

“  You  fee,  Sire,”  continued  Aladin,  “  what 
caufe  this  Vizier  had,  to  repent  his  believing 
thefe  children  guilty,  upon  a  deceitful  appear¬ 
ance,  and  his  having  hurried  on  a  fevere  pu- 
nifliment,  without  relieving  on  whom  it  was 
to  fall.  He  forgot,  that  a  regard  to  futurity 
ought  to  regulate  the  prefent.” 

This  unfortunate  minifler,  difgufted  with 
glory  and  opulence*  renounced  the  fearcli  of 
his  diamonds,  abandoned  the  vcflel  and  its  la¬ 
ding,  and  fupporting  the  tottering  Heps  of  a 
weeping  mother,  they  both  walked  along  the 
fhore  of  the  fea,  mournfully  demanding  of  it, 
the  treafures  which  the  Vizier  had  cruelly 
committed  to  the  inconflancy  of  its  waves. 

“  Your  Majefty,”  continued  Aladin,  “  will 
pardon  me,  if,  for  a  fhort  time,  I  make  you 
lofe  fight  of  this  difconfolate  pair,  while  I  fix 
your  attention  on  their  unhappy  children.” 

The  billows,  to  whofe*  caprice  they  had 
been  abandoned,  were  fo  agitated,  that,  although 
they  were  frequently  thrown  againft  one  ano¬ 
ther,  they  were  immediately  feparated  again. 
One  of  them,  after  having  flruggled  for  two 
da^s  againft  the  billows,  and  after  having  ef- 
caped  the  danger  of  being  dallied  to  pieces  on 
rocks,  againft  which  he  was  continually  dri¬ 
ven,  found  himfelf,  all  at  once,  aftiore  on  the 
F  a  coaft 
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coaft  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom.  The  chain s, 
■which  fixed,  him  to  the  plank,  were  much 
worn  by  the  fand ;  and  notwithftanding  his  fa¬ 
tigue  and  hunger,  he  had  kill  ftrength  enough 
to  difengage  himfelf  from  them,  and  reach  the 
land.  He  there  found  an  officer,  who  was  go¬ 
ing  to  refiefh  his  horfe,  at  the  dream  of  a 
neighbouring  fountain.  .  This  man,  affected 
with  the  fight  of  this  unfortunate  child,  gave 
him  part  of  his  clothes,  fet  him -behind  him, 
and  carried  him  to  his  o\yn  lioufe.  There, 
nourifhing  food  and  tepofe,  completely  recove¬ 
red  the  fbip-wrecked  youth. 

After, <] seemly  dt  effing  him,  hi*  benefaHot' 
prefented  him  to  the  king,  already  informed  of 
the  event. 

The  happy  pbyfiognomy  of  the  young  man 
made  an  impreflion  on  the  King  $  and  his  an- 
fwers  foon  completed  the  very  favourable  opi¬ 
nion  he  had  of  him.  He  became  a  diftinguifh- 
cd  officer  in  the  palace,  where  his  conduft 
gained  the  complete  efteem  and  confidence  of 
his  Sovereign.  This  prince,  to  whom  heaven 
hadmot  granted  children,  thought  he  could  not 
do  his  people  a  greater  fervice,  than  by  adopt¬ 
ing  this  youth,  whom  fortune  had  thrown_in* 
to  his  arms.  His  choice  was  applauded  by 
the  whole  court,  and  confirmed  by  the  divan-.  . 
The  people  were  happy  ;  and  the  abilities  of 
*tht  young  Prince,  foon -placed  him  in  the 

number  r 
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number  of  the  moft  valiant  Kings  of  Afia. 
Age  ancj  infirmities  rendered  the  King  unable 
to  fupport  the  weight  of  the  government,  and 
he  abdicated  the  fceptre  in  favour  of  his  adopt¬ 
ed  fon.  He  faw'  him  married  ;  and  thus  ter¬ 
minating  his  career  of  glory,  calmly  refigned 
his  life  into  the  hands  of  his  Creator. 

The  young  Sovereign,  bewailing  the  lofs  of 
his  benefa&or,  gave  himfelf  up  to  the  jufleft 
forrow.  He  wilhed  to  fulfill  the  duties  of 
gratitude  and  piety  ;  and  fummoned  his  divan, 
that  he  might  honour  the  allies  of  his  prede- 
ceflor,  by  prayers  and  folernn  ceremonies. 
The  people  repaired  to  the  mofques.  The 
Amame ,  the  Nabib ,  the  Dervifes,  and  all  thofe 
who  ferve  at  them,  paid  to  his  memory,  the 
homage  which  was  due  to  it.  He  caufed  ma¬ 
ny  alms  be  dillributed  among  the  poor,  and 
through  all  the  hofpitals  of  the  kingdom. 
Thefe  religious  duties  early  announced  the  wif- 
dopa  of  his  government,  and  they  were  not 
proved  falfe  by  the  event.  He  was  always  a 
juft  and  a£Uve  Khig,  and  governed  his  people 
with  the  affe&ion  of  a  father. 

In  this  manner  did  fortune  fnatch  from  the 
fury  of  the  waves,  one  of  the  Vizier’s  children, 
tp  raife  him  to  the  fummit  of  greatnefs.  But 
this  unhappy  father  continued  to  grieve  for 
the  lofs  of  his  two  fons,  untill,  in  one  of  the 
illands  wfyere  he  had  his  refidcnce,  he  heard 
F  3  thft  * 
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the  Dellal.  proclaim,  with  a  loud  voice,  that 
there  was  a  young  (lave  to  be  fold,  and  that 
the  curious  were  invited  to  come  and  examine 
him.  Illage  flopped,  looked  at  the  young 
man,  and,  conflraimd  by  a  feeling  of  which 
he  knew  not  the  caufe,  he  determined  to  pur- 
, chafe  him. 

^  The  figure  of  this  flrangeSr  had  attraHions 
which  he  could  not  refill/  His  age  correfpon- 
ded  to  that  of  one  of  his  own  children ;  and  if  the 
beauty  of  his  features  was  a  true  indication  of 
the  virtues  of  his  mind,  he  hoped  he  would 
fupply  the  place  of  one  of  thofe  whom  he  had 
loft.  He  returned  home  v with  his  new  pur- 
chafe. 

His  wife,  who  perceived  them  at  a  diflance, 
recognifed  the  youth,  and  was  about  to  throw 
herfelf  into  his  arms  ;  but  funk  under  this  un- 
expedled.  furprife.  But  although  her  joy  de¬ 
prived  her  of  the  ufe  of  her  fenfes,  fhe  was 
Hill  able  to  utter  the  name  of  her  fon.  The 
attention  of  her  hufband,  and;  that  of  the  young 
man,  who  bathed  her  with  his  tears,  recalled 
her  to  life.  The  father,  affe&ed  with  what 
he  faw,  recognifed  the  cry  of  nature,  and  re¬ 
turning  thanks  to  heaven  for  the  unexpe&ed 
favour  he  had  received,  mingled  together  his 
tears  and  careffes  at  this  moving  pidure,  and 
partook  of  the  happinefs  of  an  unlooked  for 
difcovery.  Neverthelcfs,  he  was  tormented 
by  a  new  uneafinefs  j  the  prefence  of  his  fon 

recalled 
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recalled  to  him  his  brother:  “  What  is  be- 
tome  of  him  ?” 

“  Alas  !"  replied  the  young  man,  “  the 
waves  foon  feparated  the  planks  on  which  we 
were  carried  ;  and  I  can  toll  yon  nothing  of  his 
fate.”  This  anfwer  redoubled  the  afili&ion  of 
the  hufband  and  wife  ;  but  they  feemed  to  be 
comforted,  with  the  hope  of  another  bleffing  fi- 
milar  to  that  which  they  had  juft  received  ; 
and  in  this  pleafing  expectation,  their  tender- 
nefs  centered  on  the  beloved  fon,  whom  hea¬ 
ven' had  at  length  reftored  to  their  arms. 

Several  years  had  elapfed.  Acbib,- the  fon 
of  Hlage,  grew  ftrong  r  every  day.  He  ac¬ 
quired  knowledge  \  and  became  capable  of  fol¬ 
lowing  commerce,  in  which  his  father  had  in- 
ftruCted  him.  Seeing  him  fit  even  to  under¬ 
take  a  profitable  voyage,  his  father-  purchafed 
a  fhip,  loaded  it  with  mefehandife,  and  deftined 
it  for  the  capital  of  the  ifiand3,  in  which  they 
tvere  fettled,  entrufting  him  with  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  it.  Upon  his  arrival  in  the  capital, 
Achib  hired  a  ftore-houfe  in  the  Kany  depo¬ 
rted  his  goods  there,  and  pafled  fome  days  in 
arranging  them  to  advantage. 

The  feaft  of  the  Raj7ie*an  came.  The 
young  man,  a  faithful  Mufiblman,  having 
fucked  in,  with  his  mother’s  milk,  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Alcoran,  to  which  he  had  paid 
particular  attention,  ftill  pofTefied  the  art  of 
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finging  fo  perfeflly,  that  he  was  able  to  fulfill, 
with  dignity,  the  functions  of  the  Amame  *. 
He  dreffed  himfelf  in  his  faragi ,  ■and  went  to 
the  principal  mofque.  There  the  King,  with 
all  his  cpurt,  and  the  grandees  of  the  kingdom, 
were  prefent  at  the  noon- day  fervice.  The 
young  man  took  his  place  near  the  King,  and 
when  the  Athib\  mounted  the  pulpit,  and  be¬ 
gan  to  chaunt  the  Falhea  Acliib  Repeated 
three  times,  Alla  ah  part. 

The  a  Humbly,  and  the  King  himfelf,  were 
aftonilhcd  at  this  young  llranger  feating  him- 
felfi  fo  near  his  Majefty ;  but  the  pleafure  of 
-his  melodious  and  affeHing  voice,  excited  fo 
agreeable  a  furprife,  that  they  foon  forgot  his 
affurance.  All  agreed  that  they  had  never 
-heard  any  thing  fp  exquifife  ajnd  perfed.  The 
Athib  was  jealous  of  him  ;  he  had  never  fup- 
pofed  that  there  was  a  voice  it\  the  world  fu- 
perior  to  his  own  *,  and  the  defpair  which  he 
felt  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  it.  He  felt  it 
die  upon  his  lips.  Achib  did  not  give  him 
time  to  recover  it ;  he  continued  the  prayer 
with  a  force  and  eafe,  which  the  efforts  of  the 

Athibf 

*  Am*me  is  a  prieft  who  reads  and  explains  the 
Alcoran- 

t  Athib  is  a  reader  who  chaunts  over  the  prayer 
in  plain-fong. 

1  Faibtay  the  Mahometan  Confeffion  of  Faith* 
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4thiby  fuppofing  him  to  have  had  the  courage  ta 
attempt  it,  could  not  have  furpaffed. 

When  the  King  had  ended  his  prayer,  as  he 
came  out  of  the  mofqne,  he  ordered  his  officers 
to  wait  for  the  new  fingdr,  to  have  a  horfe  rea¬ 
dy  for  him,  and  to  condu&  him  to  the  palace;  . 
Tv  here  his  Majefty  defied  to  fee  him.  Achib 
received  this  invitation  with  refpedt,  and  obey¬ 
ed  the  orders  of  his  Sovereign. 

Ihe  Monarch  gave  him  a  mod  gracious  re¬ 
ception,  bellowing  the  higheft  praife  upon  his 
talents,  and  foon  felt  himfeif  prejudiced,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  thisftrangtr,  by  a  fyir«pathyy  of  whic  h 
ho  could  not  difcover  the  fprings  ;  but  it 
feemed  to  be  of  the  moil  interfiling  nature* 
Achib  was  only  in  his  feventeenth  year  ;  and 
was  endowed  with  every  perfonal  grace.  E- 
very  thing  feemed  to  unite  in  flrengthening 
the  liking  which  the  King  ihewed  for  this 
flranger.  Tims,  whether  cn  this  pretence,  or 
to  do  a  beneficent  a&ion,  he  made  him  lodge 
in  his  palace,  and  gave  him  a  diftinguiihed 
preference  over  the  pages,  and  thofe  who  com- 
poied  his  houfehold. 

The  officers  foon  confpired  the  deftru&ion 
of  their  rival.  In  the  mean  time,  the  virtuous 
Achib,  after  a  very  long  refidcnce  at  court, 
became  defirous  of  feeing  his  parents,  and  giv¬ 
ing  them  an  account  of  the  goods,  with  which 
he  had  been  ontrufted.  Afraid  left  he  fliould 
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not  obtain  the  Monarch’s  permiflion  to  returK 
to  them,  he  wrote  to  them,  and  informed  them 
of  the  favour  he  enjoyed.  This  motive,  and 
the  defire  he  exprdfed  of  feeing  them  again, 
determined  the  family  to  go  to  him  immedi¬ 
ately. 

Illage  and  his  wife  bore  in  their  hearts  the 
letter  which  they  had  juft  received ;  and  both 
of  them  being  flattered  with  having  a  fon* 
who,  at  fo.  early  'an  age,  had  been  able  to  gain 
the  good  graces  of  a  King,  they  inftantly  de¬ 
termined  to  haften  their  departure ;  and  in¬ 
formed  their  fon  of  this  refolution.  As  foon 
as  Achib  received  this  information*  he  pur- 
chafed  a  houfe,  and  fuitable  furniture  ;  and  in 
a  fliort  time  embraced  in  it,  the  authors  of 
hie  exiftence,  to  whom  the  King  fent  prefents 
of  fuch  magnificence,  as  fhewed  that  they  were 
intended  for  the  family  of  his  favourite. 

The  finenefs  of  the  feafon,  having  invited 
the  King  to  one  of  his  country  houfes,  he  re¬ 
moved  -thither,  and  gave  entertainments  for 
the  amufement  of  his  court.  One  evening, 
contrary  to  his  ufual  cuftorn,  he  gave  himfelf 
up  to  the  pleasures  of  the  table,  and  drank  of 
a  ftrauge  liquor,  of  which  he  knew  not  the 
ftrength.  In  afhort  time  after,  he  was  fuddenly 
feiz^d  with  fuch  a  ftupidity,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  throw  himfelf  on  a  fopha,  where  he  foon  fell 
afleep.  Fleafure  had  removed  from  him  all 
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liisfervants.  Achib  alone,  following  from  affec¬ 
tion  every  ftep  of  , his  mailer  and  benefa&or,  en¬ 
tered  into  the  apartment,  and  found  him  afleep. 
Then  placing  himfelf  within  the  door,  he  drew 
his  fabre,  and  flood  there  as  a  guard.  One  of 
.the  pages  having  returned,  was  furprifed  to 
find  him  in  this  fituation,  and  afked  him  the 
caufe  of  it.  “I  am  watching,”  faid  Achib, 
for  the  fafety  of  my  King  :  my  attachment 
and  my  duty  fix  me  here.”  The  page  ran  and 
told  his  companions  what  he  had  feen.  They 
thought,  they  might  eafily  avail  themfelves  of 
this  event,  to  deflroy  him,  and  went  in  a  body 
to  the  Monarch.  The  witnefs  fwore,  that  he 
had  found  Achib,  with  a  naked  fabre  in  his  hand, 
in  his  Majelly’s  chamber,  while  he  was  afleep. 
He  afcribed  the  moll  criminal  intentions  to  this 
faithful  guard,  and  pretended  that  nothing  but 
fome  fudden  alarm,  had  prevented  the  in¬ 
tended  blow.  “  If  your  Majefty,  Sire,”  added 
he,  “  fufpe£ls  the  truth  of  my  report,  you 
need  only  to-day  feign  giving  yourfelf  up 
to  fleep  without  any  precaution,  and  we  do  not 
doubt  but  this  rafla  man,  purfuing  his  deteftible 
purpofe,  will  come  to  renew  his  attempt.” 
Though  moved  by  tills  accufation,  the  King 
was  unwilling  to  trull  entirely  to  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  his  pages,  and  thought  it  his  duty  to 
^elear  up  his  doubts  himfelf. 
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In  the  mean  time,,  the  pages  had  gbne  t# 
find  the  young  favourite.  “  The  King,”  faid 
they  to  him,  “  is  highly  pleafed  with  the  zeal 
you  have  {hewn  for  the  fafety  of  his  perfon.'v 
u  Achib ,”  hath  he  faid,  “  u  to  me  as  a  Jhield ; 
under  his  ptote  Elion  I  can  Jleep  without  fear” 
Night  came,  and  the  King,  after  a  repaft, 
during  which  he  affe&ed  much  gaiety  and 
chearfulnefs,  fuddenly  retired,  and  threw  him- 
felf  upon  a  fopha,  apparently  in  the  fame  ftatc 
in  which  he  had  been  the  night  before.  Achib, 
who  never  loft  fight  of  him,  fuppofing  he  was 
afleep,  entered  the  apartment,  to  place  him- 
felf  on  guard,  with  his  fabre  uplifted  and  na¬ 
ked. 

As  foon  as  the  king  faw  the  gleam  of  the 
jfabre,  he  was  feized  with  terror  ;  and  a  cry 
which  he  uttered,  brought  to  him  all  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  his  guard.  Achib  was  arrefted  by  his 
(jrder,  loaded  with  chains,  and  led  away  to 
prifon. 

The  next  morning,  after  the  firft  prayer,  the 
King  aflembled  his  divan,  afcended  his  throne, 
and  caufed  the  man  be  brought  before  him, 
whom  flanderous  and  falfe  reports,  and  deceit¬ 
ful  appearances,  had  expofed  to  the  prefump- 
tion  of  fo  much  guilt.  “  Ungrateful  that  you 
are  !”  faid  he  to  him,  “  is  it  by  putting  me  to 
death,  that  you  would  (hew  your  gratitude, 
and  repay  my  favours?  I  will  not  delay  to 

take 
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take  fignal  vengeance,  on  jour  detedable  bafe- 
nefs.”  Achib,  having  made  no  reply  to  thefe 
reproaches,  was  fent  back  to  prifon. 

Scarcely  was  he  gone  out,  when  two  of  the 
Courtiers,  who  were  mod  eager  fot  his  deduc¬ 
tion,,  approached  the  King.  “  Sire,”  faid  they 
to  him,  “  every  body  is  furprifed  to  fee  the 
execution  of  the  criminal  delayed.  There  is 
no  crime  equal  to  that  which  he  intended  to 
commit:  And  you  ought  to  give  fuch  a 
fpeedy  example  ofjudice,  as  your  perfonal 
fafety,  and  the  tranquillity  of  your  people  re- 
quire.  „  , 

“  Let  us  not  be  rafli,”  replied  the  King,  “  in 
a  judgment  of  this  nature.  The  criminal  is  in 
chains,  and  cannot  make  his  efcape.  And  as 
to  publick  vengeance,  it  will  never  be  too 
late  to  gratify  it.  It  is  eafy  to  take  away 
a  man’s  life,  but  it  is  impodible  to  redore  it. 
Life  is  a  blefling  of  heaven,  which  we  ought  to 
refpedt,  and  it  becomes  not  us  to  deprive  our 
fellow-creatures  of  it,  without  the  mod  ma¬ 
ture  deliberation.  The  evil,  once  done,  can 
never  be  repaired  !  I  have  it  now  in  my  power 
to  reflett  on  what  I  ought  to  do,  and  wilh 
not  that  the  future  Ihould  have  to  reproach 
me,  with  the  improper  conduct  of  the  prefent.” 
Having  faid  this,  the  King  difmifled  the  di¬ 
van,  ordered  his  hunting  equipage  to  be  got 
Vol.  III.  G  ready, 
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.ready,  and  gave  himfelf  up,  for  fome  days,  t© 
^the  amufements  of  the  chace. 

On  his  return,  he  was  again  fet  upon  by  the 
^enemies  of  Achib.  The  longer,  according  to 
.them,  that  this  criminal's  punifhment  was  de¬ 
layed,  the  more  the  people  were  difcontented. 
Clemency  and  moderation  ceafed  to  be  virtues, 
when  they  fpared  fuch  crimes  as  his.  Thefe 
new  remarks  embarratted  the  fovereign,  who 
had  now  nothing  to  oppofe  to  them,  fince  the 
.delay,  which  he  had  granted,  had  brought  no¬ 
thing  to  light.  He  determined  to  intti£t  that 
fevere  punifhment  which  juftice  feemcd  to  re¬ 
quire,  and  ordered  the  criminal  to  be  brought 
before  him,  accompanied  by  the  officers  of  juf¬ 
tice  and  the  executioner. 

Achib  flood  blindfolded  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne.  The  executioner,  with  the  fword  in 
his  hand,  waited  the  King’s  command.  At 
that  inflant,  a  confufed  noife  was  heard  ;  a  Gran¬ 
ger  pierced  through  the  crowd,  and  battened  to 
the  feet  of  the  King.  It  was  the  unfortunate 
Illage.  ’  “  Mercy !  Sire,.  Mercy  !”  exclaimed 
.he,  “  pardon  the  only  child  that  heaven  has 
reftored  to  me.  My  fon  could  not  intend  an 
attack  upon  your  life ;  he  was  incapable  of 
defigning  fo  unnatural  a  murder ;  your  life  is 
dearer  to  him  than  his  own  !  I  have  letters  of 
his,  which  made  me  tty  to  your  Majefty,  that 
I  might  admire,  more  nearly,  thofe  virtues 

which 
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\Vhich  I  adored.  But  O  Monarch  !  whofe  il- 
lhftrious  virtues,  are  renowned  through  the 
ifioft  diftant  corners  of  the  world,  juftify  the 
ptiblick  admiration,  by  a  new  difplay  of  wif- 
crom,  in  overcoming  a  refentment,  with  which 
f&lfe  appearances  have  infpired  you  !  Confider 
with  horror,  the  melancholy  confequences  of  a 
too  rafh  judgment !  Beheld,  in  me,  a  dreadful 
example,  of  the  confequencc,  of  being  led  away* 
by  paflion,  and  of  yielding,  without  ictle&ion, 
to  its  imprudent  fallies.  Heaven  blcffed  me 
with  children;  but,  having  been  feparatecl 
from  them,  from  their  earlieft  infancy,  the  day 
at  length  came,  when  we  were  to  be  reunited. 
Not  knowing  them,  and  being  blinded  by  paf- 
fion,  I  abufed  the  power,  with  which  I  was 
invefted ;  I  made  them  be  bound  upon  planks, 
a'nd  thrown  into  the  fea.  The  man  whom  you 
threaten  with  death,  alone  efcapedfrom  perifh-i 
irigun  the  waves  ;  and  mull  1  this  day  be  the 
witnefs  of  his  death  ?  Behold  the  reward  of 
my  guilty' imprudence  !  My  heart  is  filed 
with  bitternefs,  and  tears  will  flow  from  mine 
eyes,  till  they  are  clofed  in  death.” 

During  this  difeourfe,  the  King  flood  mo. 
tfonlefs  through  aftoniihment.  It  was  his  own 
hiftory  he  had  juft  heard.  The  man  who 
fpoke  was  his  father,  and  the  fuppefed  crimi¬ 
nal  his  brother. 

G  2 
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Having  happily  acquired,  in  the  exercife  of 
power,  the  habit  of  felf-command,  he  knew 
how  'to  fhun  the  dangers  of  too  fudden  a  dif- 
Gcrvery.  Nature,  however,  yielded  at  length 
to  his  eagernefs,  and  he  afifedHonately  embrac¬ 
ed  the  author  of  his  life.  He  ordered  his  bro¬ 
ther  to  be  fet.free  from  thofe-  fh,ameful  chains, 
with  which  envy  had  bound  him.  He  made 
himfelf  known  to  him  ;  and  after  mutual  con- 
folation,  “  Behold,5*  faid-  he  to  his  divan, 
“  to  what  a  dreadful  eyil,  1  would  have  expof- 
ed  mjfelfy  had  I  lightly  credited  the  detrac¬ 
tions  of  (lander,  and,  upon  your  artful  reports, 
had  hadened  the  punilhment  which  you  fo 
eagerly  urged.  Go,  and  bealhamed !  Was  there 
one  among  you  all  who  fupported  innocence  !” 
After  thefe  few  words,  the  King  retired  into  his 
apartments  with  his  fatherjand  brother.  He  ad¬ 
mitted  them  to  a  (hare  in  all  the  joys  of  his 
court,  and  fent  twenty  (laves,  magnificently  dref- 
fed,  in  queft  of  his  mother.  This  family,  fo  hap¬ 
pily  reunited,  lived  in  the  bkffings  of  -the  mod 
affe&ionate  unity,  grateful  to  the  Almighty,  and 
faithful  to  the  law  written  by  his  great  Pro¬ 
phet,  till  the  moment  when  they  were  called, . 
by  the  decree  of  fate,  from  this  w orld  to  a 
better. 

Aladin,  having  thus  finilhed  the  hidory  of 
Ill-age  Mahomet,  or  the  Imprudent ,  added  fome 
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reflexions,  fitted  to  make  an  impreflion  on  the 
mind  of  the  King,  whofe  attention  he  had  been? 
fo  fortunate  to  engage. 

“  Sire  !”  faid  he  to  him,  tc  if  the  fon,  when 
he  became  a  King,  had  conducted  himfelf  as 
rafhly,  as  the  father  when  he  was  a  minifter, 
innocence  would  have  been  facrificed  to  j  calcu¬ 
li y  and  ambition,  and  a  whole  family  devoted, 
for  life,  to  mifery  and  remorfe.  There  is  al¬ 
ways  fomething  gained  by  delay.  Appearan¬ 
ces  are  equally  againft  me,  and  envy  hath  a-* 
vailed  itfelf  of  them,  to  make  me  appear  guilty : 
but  I  have  heaven  and  your  wifdom  on  my* 
fide.” 

When  the  young  man  had  done  fpeaking, 
Bohetzad  turned  towards  his  minifters.  “  I 
do  not  mean,”  faid  he,  “  that  crimes  fhould 
remain  unpunifhed.  But  truth,  even  when  ic 
comes  from  the  mouth  of  an  enemy,  ought  to 
be  efteemed  precious.  This  criminal  hath  well 
remarked,  that  there  can  be  nothing  loft  by 
taking  time  to  refleX.  Let  him  be  carried  back 
to  prifon. 

The  Viziers  were  enraged.  Delay  might 
difeover  the  truth,  through  the  cloud,  under 
which  they  had  concealed  it.  As  they  jointly 
endeavoured  to  conceal  the  ftratagems  they  had 
devifed  in  fecret,  the  third  among  them  went 
early  next  day  to  the  levee.  The  King  enquir¬ 
ed,  if  the  interval  that  had  elapfed,  had  produce 
ed  no  new  light. 
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“  Sire,”  replied  this  minifter,  “  the  police, 
which,  under  your  Maj eft  y’s  orders,  weexercife, 
maintains  the  peace  of  your  capital,  and  all 
would  be  perfe&ly  quiet,  if  the  throne,  and 
your  bed,  were  avenged  of  the  outrage  of  this 
fon  of  a  villain,  whofe  puniftiment  your  Ma- 
jefty  Hill  delays.  The  people  are  murmuring 
at  it;  and  I  {hould  have  thought  myfelf  want¬ 
ing  in  my  duty,  had  I  concealed  from  you  their 
uneafinefs,  the  confequences  of  which  may  be 
dangerous.  It  is  never  too  foon  to  prevent  a 
rebellion  ;  and  that,  which  is  now  forming, 
would  be  extremely  fatal.” 

Conftrdined  by  thefe  obfervations,  the  King 
commanded  the  criminal  to  be  brought  before 
him :  “  Unhappy  man  !”  faid  he  to  him,  “  thou 
fhalt  never  fumtnon  me  to  the  tribunal  of  heaven 
for  having  haftened  thy  punifhment.  I  have 
liftened  to  all  the  weak  fliifts,  by  which  thou 
haft  defended  thyfelf :  I  have  weighed  their 
value.  But  referve  and  circumfpe&ionhave 
an  end.  My  people  murmur  :  Their  patience 
and  mine  i9  exhaufted.  Heaven  and  Uarth 
look  to  me  for  juftice,  and  thou  haft  reach¬ 
ed  thy  laft  moment. 

“  Sire,”  replied  the  modeft  Aladin,  “  do  the 
p«ople  look  for  an  example  of  your  juftice? 
Impatience  is  the  fault  of  the  people.  But 
patience  ought  always  to  fit  upon  the  throne, 
amidft  the  virtues  which  form  its  bafis  and 
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fafety.  This  virtue,  neceflary  to  all,  and  which 
calls  upon  us,  for  that  refignation,  which  we 
owe  to  the  eternal  decrees,  raifed  the  patient 
Abofabefy  from  the  bottom  6f  a  well,  even  to 
the  throne.” 

“Who  is  this  Abofaber?”  alked  the  King, 
“  give  me  a  fliort  account  of  his  hillory.” 


"The  Hijlory  of  Abofabcr ,  the  Patient . 

Sire,”  faid  Aladin,  “  Abofaber,  firnamed 
the  Patient ,  was  a  wealthy  and  generous  pa  an, 
who  lived  in  a  village  which  he  rendered  happy 
by  his  charities.  He  was  hofpitableand  benefi¬ 
cent  to  the  poor,  and, every  one  that  applied 
to  him.  His  granaries  were  full,  his  ploughs 
were  continually  at  work,  his  flocks  covered 
the  plains,  and  he  maintained  plenty  in  the 
country.  He  had  a  wife  and  two  children. 
And  the  happinefs  of  this  way  of  life,  was/iif- 
turbed  by  nothing  but  the  devaftations  of  a  mon- 
flrous  lion,  which  ravaged  the  llables  and  folds, 
belonging  to  the  peaceful  cultivators  of  thefe 
happy  regions,  according  to  its  necefj&ties,  and 
thofe  of  its  young. 

The  wife  of  Abofaber  wanted  her  hulband,  at 
the  head  of  his  people,  to  hunt  this  animal,  by 
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whofe  devaflation  they,  on  account  of  their' 
riches,  were  more  particularly  affedted.  “Wife,’* 
faid  Abofaber  to  her,  “  Let  us  have  patience  ! 
with  this,  every  end  majr  be  gained.  The 
lion,  which  you  fpeak  of,  is  directed  by  his  fa- 
vage  inftindt.  We  are  not  the  only  fufferers. 
He  fpreads  deftrndlion  alfo  among  our  neigh¬ 
bours.  He  will,  fooner  or  latter,  become  a 
vi&im,  to  it,  without  our  interference.  Let 
us  commit  to  heaven  the  care  of  our  vengeance. 

It  never  leaves  guilt  unpunifhed.” 

Th'e  King  of  the  country  heard  of  the  rava¬ 
ges  of  this  lion,  and  ordered  a  general  chace* 
The  people  immediately  took  arms  :  the  lion 
was  fought  for,  and  foon  furrounded  on  every 
fide. '  A  fhower  of  arrows  was  difcharged  up- 
onhim.  He  became  furious :  his briftles  flood  oil 
end,  his  eyesflaftied,  he  beat  his  fides  with  his 
terrible  tail,  and,  fetting  up  tremenduous  roar¬ 
ings,  darted  with  fury  upon  the  neareft  of  the 
hunters.  This  was  a  young  man  of  nineteen 
years  of  age,  mounted  upon  a  vigorous  horfe. 

At  the  cries  of  the  lion,  the  courfer  was 
feized  with  terror,  and  his  ftrength  inftantly 
failed  him.  He. fell,  and  died  as  if  he  had  been 
ftruck  with  a  thunderbolt*.  The  valiant. 

knight 

*  The  original  Arabic  exprefles  this  in  very  ftrong 
language.  But  the  figure  would  lhock  the  ears  of  our 
readers,  altheugh,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  a  juft  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  natural  effecft  which  the  roaring  of  wild 
heafts  has  upon  tamed  animals. 
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knight  foon  got  uppn  his  feet ;  arid,  invoking 
the  name  of  the  great  Prophet,  he  plunged  his 
feymetar,  into  the  enormous  jaws  \vhich  were', 
opened  to  devour  him.  This  exploit  of  cou¬ 
rage  and  intrepidity,  gained  him,  together  with 
the  applaufes  of  his  Sovereign,  the  pffice  of 
commander  in  chief  of  all  his  troops. 

Abofaber,  hearing  of  the  lion’s  death,  fiid 
to  his  wife:  “See  now,  if  puniniment  does 
net  always  await  the  guilty  !  S:e  of  what  ad¬ 
vantage  patience  hath  been  to  us  J  Had  1  fol¬ 
lowed  your  advice,  and  expofed  myfelf  to  the 
danger  of  attacking  an  animal,  againft  which 
it  was  necefihry,  to  draw  out  fo  much  ftrength, , 
I  would  have  loft  my  life,  with  all  my  peo¬ 
ple.” 

The  dangerous  lion  did  not  alone  difturb 
the  peaceful  retreat  of  Abofaber.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  village,  did  not  ail  enjoy  the 
fame  good  character.  One  of  them  committed 
a  conliderabk  rohbery  in  the  capital,  and  made 
his  cfcape,  afiei  having  murdered  the  mafter 
of  the  houfe  he  had  plundered.  The  King, 
informed  of  this  double  crime,  fentin  feareh  of 
the  relations  and  Oaves  of  the  man  who  had 
been  fo  inhumanly  murdered.  No-one  could 
give  him  any  information,  but  by  throwing 
out  fufpicions,  againft  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village,  where  Abofaber  dwelt.  Tliefe  had 

the 
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the  chara&er  of  very  bad  fubje&s,  and 
were  known  to  liave  frequented  the  houfe 
in  which  the  murder  and  theft  had  been 
committed  ;  the  perpetrators  of  which  they 
were  endeavouring  to  difcover.  Upon  this 
declaration  alone,  and  without  having  recourfe 
to  any  other  proof,  the  enraged  Monarch  com¬ 
manded  an  officer,  at  the  head  of  a  detachment, 
to  lay  wafte  the  village,  and  bring  away  its 
inhabitants,  loaded  with  chains. 

Thofe  who  are  employed  in  the  execution  or 
fevere  commands,  frequently  go  beyond  the 
orders  they  have  received.  Troops,  very  ill 
difeiplined,  fpread  their  devaluation  over  all 
the  neighbouring  country.  They  fpared  only 
the  dwelling  of  Abofaber,  and  fix  perfons  of 
his  houfehold.  But  they  pillaged  hb  gra¬ 
naries,  and  his  Handing  corn,  with  thofe  of  all* 
the  inhabitants. 

The  wife  cf  Abofaber bewailed  this  difafler. 
u  We  are  .  ruined,”  fnid  Ihe  to  her  hulband  ; 
**  you  fee  our  flocks  carried  off  with  thofe  of 
the  guilty,  notwithftanding  the  orders  they 
have  to  fpare  whatever  belongs  to  us.  Sec 
with  what  injuftice  we  are  treated.  Speak  to 
the  officers  of  the  King.”  “  I  have  fpoken,” 
faid  Abofaber,  “  but  they  have  not  time  to‘ 
hear  me.  Let  us  have  patience;  the  evil  will 
recoil  on  thofe  who  commit  it.  Curfe  on  thef 
jnan,  who  gives  orders  at  once  rigorous  and 
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urgent !  Curfe  on  the  man,  who  a£ts  without 
reflexion !  I  fear,  that  the  evils  which  the 
King  has  brought  upon  us,  will  foon  return 
upon  himfelf.” 

An  enemy  of  Abofaber  had  heard  this  dif- 
courfe,  and  reported  it  to  the  King.  “  Thus,’* 
faid  he,  “  fpeaks  the  man,  whom  the  goodnefs 
of  your  Majefty  had  fpared  !”  The  Monarch 
inftantly  gave  orders,  that  Abofaber,  his  wife, 
and  his  two  children,  fhould  be  driven  from 
the  village,  and  baniflrcd  from  his  dominions. 

The  wife  of  the  w'ife  and  religned  Muflnl- 
man  made  loud  complaints  :  fhe  reproached  the 
authors  of  her  calamity,  and  carried  her  refent- 
ment  to  excefs.  “  Have  patience,  wife,”  fairf 
he  to  her;  “  this  virtue  is  the  fovereign  balm 
again#  adverfity  ;  it  gives  faintary  advices,  and 
carries  along  with  it  hope  and  confolation.  Let 
us  go  to  the  dcfert,  fince  they  perfecute  us 
here.”  The  good  Abofaber  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
and  blefled  the  Almighty,  as  he  purfued  his 
journey  with  his  family.  But  they  had  fcarce- 
ly  entered  the  defert,  when  they  were  attacked 
by  a  band  of  robbers.  They  were  plundered, 
their  children  were  carried  oft ;  and,  deprived 
of  every  rcfource,  or  human  aid,  they  were 
left  to  th*  care  of  Providence. 

The  wife,  having  loft,  by  this  new  ftroke  of 
fate,  what  was  moft  dear  to  her,  gave  free 
«ourfc  to  her  grief,  and  fet  up  mournful  cries. 
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4‘  Indolent  man !”  faid  file  to  her  hufband, 
4i  lay  afide  your  liftlefinefs.  Let  uspiirfue  the 
robbers.  If  they  have  any  feeling  of  huma¬ 
nity  left,  they  will  reftore  us  our  children.0 

“  Let  us  have  patience  !”  replied  Abofabcr; 
61  it  is  the  only  remedy  for  evils  which  appear 
defperate.  Thefe  robbers  are  well  mounted  ; 
naked  and  fatigued  as  we  are,  there  is  no  pro¬ 
bability  of  our  overtaking  them.  And  fup- 
pofe  we  fliould  fucceed  in  that,  perhaps  thefe 
barbarous  men,  haralTed  with  our  lamenta¬ 
tions,  might  put  us  to  death.”  The  wife  grew 
calm,  for  the  decay  of  her  flrength  made  her 
unable  to  complain;  and  they  both  arriyed  on 
the  bank  of  a  river,  from  whence  they  difeo- 
vered  a  village. 

“  Sit  down  here,”  faid  Abofaber  to  his  wife; 

I  will  go  to  Lek  a  lodging,  and  fome  cloaths 
to  cover  us.”  Saying  this,  he  went  away, 
^taking  the  road  to  the  village,  from  which  they 
were  not  far  diftant. 

Scarcely  was  Abofaber  out  of  fight,  when  a 
gentleman,  palling  near  her,  flopped  in  afto- 
nilhment,  at  feeing  a  mofl  beautiful  woman, 
plundered  and  abandoned  thus,  in  a  folitary 
road.  This  object  roufed  his  curiofity,  and 
awakehed  his  defires.  He  put  feveral  ques¬ 
tions  to-  her,  which  this  fingular  adventure 
might  feem  to  authorife  ;  and  (he  anfwered 
-them  with  fnfficient  fpirit.  Thefe  replies  in- 
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-ereafed  the  hopes  of  the  young  man.  “  Ma¬ 
dam,”  faid  he  to  her,  “  you  feem  formed  to 
enjoy  a  happier  lot ;  and  if  you  will  accept  of 
that  which  I  will  prepare  for  you,  follow  me, 
and,  together  with  my  heart  and  hand,  I  offer 
you  a  Situation  that  deferves  to  be  envied.” 
4<  I  have  a  hufband,”  replied  the  lady,  “  to 
whom,  unfortunate  as  he  is,  I  am  bound  for 
life.”  **  I  have  no  time,”  replied  the  gentle¬ 
man,  “  to  convince  you  of  the  folly  of  a  re- 
fufal  iA  your  fituation.  I  love  you.  Mount 
my  horfe  without  reply,  or,  with  one  fhoke  of 
my  feymetar,  1  will  terminate  both  your  mis¬ 
fortunes  and  your  life.” 

The  wife  of  Abofaber,  forced  to  yield  to 
her  ravifher,  before  fhe  departed,  wrote  thefe 
words  upon  the  fand :  “  Abofaber,  your  pa¬ 
tience  hath  coft  you  your  fortune,  your  chil¬ 
dren,  and  your  wife,  wrho  is  carried  off  from 
you.  Heaven  grant  that  it  may  not  prove 
ftill  more  fatal  to  you  !” 

While  fhe  traced  thefe  words,  the  gentle¬ 
man  quitted  his  horfe’s  bridle  ;  and  v'hen  eve¬ 
rything  was  ready,  he  feized  his  prey,  and  dis¬ 
appeared. 

Abofaber,  on  his  return,  fought  for  his 
fpoufe,  and  called  upon  her  in  vain.  He  de¬ 
manded  her  of  all  nature,  but  nature  was  fi- 
lent.  He  cafl  his  eyes  upon  the  ground,  and 
there  learned  his  misfortune.  He  could  not 
V  OL.  III.  H  reflrai* 
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reftrain  the  firft  accents  of  grief ;  he  tore  his 
hair*  rent  his  breaft,  and  bruifed  himfclf  with 
flrokes.  But  foon  becoming  quiet,  after  all 
this  agitation :  “  Have  patienoe  Abofaber  !” 

faid  he  to  himfelf,  “  thou  loveft  thy  wife,  and 
art  beloved  by  her.  Gcd  hath  undoubtedly 
fuffered  her  to  fall  into  the  fituation,  in  which 
fhe  is,  in  order  to  fnatch  her  from  more  dreadful 
evils.  Does  it  become  thee  to  fearch  into  the 
fecrets  of  Providence  ?  It  is  thy  part  to  fub- 
mit,  and  to  ceafe  from  fatiguing  and  offending 
heaven,  by  thy  cries,  and  thy  complaints.” 
Thefe  refle&ions  completely  reftored  his  tran¬ 
quillity ;  and,  abandoning  the  defign  he  had  of 
returning  to  the  village  from  which  he  came, 
he  took  the  road,  to  a  city,  whofe  diflant  fpires 
had  attra&ed  his  attention. 

A3  he  approached  it,  he  perceived  a  num¬ 
ber  of  workmen,  engaged  in  conftru&ing  a  pa- 
Jace  for  the  King.  The  overfeer  of  this  work 
took  hold  of  him  by  the  arm,  and  obliged  him 
to  labour  with  his  workmen,  under  pain  of 
being  fent  to  prifon.  Abofaber  was  forced  to 
have  patience,  while  he  exerted  himfelf  to  the 
utmoft,  receiving  no  wages  but  a  little  bread 
and  water. 

Pie  had  been  a  month  in  this  laborious  and 
unprofitable  fituation,  when  a  workman,  falling 
.from  a  ladder,  broke  his  leg.  This  poor  un- 
jaappy  man  fet  up  dreadful  cries,  interrupted 
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by  complaints,  and  imprecations.  Abofaber 
approached  him:  “  Companion,”  faid  he  to 
him,  “  you  cncreafe  your  misfortunes,  inflead 
of  relieving  them.  Have  patience  !  Th& 
frul/s  of  this  virtue  are  always  falutary  ;  it  fup- 
ports  us  under  calamity,  and  fuch  is  its  power, 
that  it  can  raife  a  man  to  the  throne,  even 
though  he  were  caft  into  the  bottom  of  a 
well.” 

The  Monarch  of  the  country  was,  at  this 
moment,  at  one  of  the  windows  of  his  palace, 
to  which  the  cries  of  the  unfortunate  work¬ 
man  had  drawn  him  :  lie  had  heard  Abofaber’s 
difeourfe,  and  /was  offended  at  it.  “  Let  this 
man  be  arrefted,”  faid  he  to  one  of  his  officers, 
44  and  brought  before  me.”  The  officer  obey¬ 
ed.  Abofaber  was  in  the  p/efcnce  of  the  ty¬ 
rant,  whofe  pride  he  had  unintentionally  {hock¬ 
ed. 

44  Infjolent  fellow  !”  faid  this  barbarous  King 
to  him,  44  can  patience  then  bring  a  man  from 
the  bottom  of  a  well  to  a  throne  ?  Thcu  art 
going  to  put  the  truth  of  thy  own  maxim  to 
the  trial.”  At  the  fame  time  he  ordered  him 
to  be  letdown  to  the  bottom  of  a  dry  and  deep 
well,  which  was  within  the  palace.  There  be 
vifited  him  regularly  every  day,  carrying  him 
two  mcrkls  of  bread.  4i  Abofaber,”  would 
he  fay  to  him,  14  you  appear  to  me  to  be  flill  at 
II  2  th« 
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the  bottom  of  the  well :  when  is  your  patience 
to  raife  you  to  the  throne  ?” 

The  more  this  unfeeling  Monarch  infulted 
his  prifoner,  he  became  the  more  rtfigned. 
«  Let  us  have  patience,”  would  he  fay  to  him- 
felf ;  “  let  us  not  repel  contempt  with  reproach ; 
we  are  not  fuffered  to  avenge  ourfelves  in  any 
fhape  whatever.  Let  us  allow  the  crime  to 
come  to  its  full  height ;  heaven  fees,  and  God 
is  our  judge.  Let  us  have  patience.” 

The  King  had  a  brother,  whom  he  had  al¬ 
ways  concealed  from  every  eye,  in  a  fecret 
part  of  the  palace.  But  fufpicion  and  uneafinefs 
made  him  afraid,  left  he  {hould  one  day  be  car¬ 
ried  off,  and  placed  upon  the  throne.  Some 
time  ago,  he  had  fedretly  let  him  down  into 
the  bottom  of  this  well  we  have  fpoken  of. 
This  unhappy  vi£tim  of  politicks,  foon  funk 
under  fo  many  diftreffes.  He  died  $  but  this 
event  was  not  known,  although  the  other  parts 
of  the  fecret  had  tranfpired. 

The  grandees  of  the  realm,  and P  the  whole 
nation,  fhocked  at  a  capricious  cruelty,  which 
expofed  them  all  tp  the  f  ime  danger,  rofe,  with 
one  accord,  againft  the  tyrant,  and  affaffinated 
him.  The  adventure  of  Abofaber  had  been 
long  fince  forgotten.  One  of  the  officers  of 
the  palace  reported,  that  the  King  went  every 
day  to  carry  bread  to  a  man  who  was  in  the 
well,  and  to  converfe  with  him.  This  idea  led 
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their  thoughts  to  the  brother,  who  had  beeii 
fo  cruelly  ufed  by  the  tyrant.  They  ran  to 
the  well,  went  down  into  it,  and  found  there 
the  patient  Abofaber,  whom  they  took  for  the 
preemptive  heir  to  the  crown.  Without  giv¬ 
ing  him  time  to  fpeak,  or  to  make  himfelf 
known,  they  conducted  him  to  a  bath  ;  and  he 
was  foon  clothed  in  the  royal  purple,  and  pla¬ 
ced  upon  the  throne. 

The  new  King,  always  heady  to  his  princi¬ 
ples,  left  heaven  to  operate  in  his  favour,  and 
was  patient.  His  deportment,  his  referve,  and 
his  coolnefs,  difpofed  men  to  prophecy  vrell  of 
his  reign  ;  and  the  wifdom  of  his  conduct  juiti- 
fied  thefe  happy  prefages.  Not  contented  to 
weigh,  with  indefatigable  patience,  the  deci- 
fions  of  his  own  judgment,  he  was  prefent,  as 
often  as  poffible,  at  all  the  bufinefs  of  the  hate. 
“  Viziers,  cadis,  minihers  of  juhice,”  faid  he 
to  them,  “  before  deciding  hahily,  take  pa¬ 
tience,  and  enquire.”  They  admired  his  wif¬ 
dom,  and  yielded  themfelves  to  its  direction. 
Such  was  the  difpofition  of  their  minds  with 
refpeft  to  him,  when  a  train  of  events  produ¬ 
ced  a  great  change  in  it. 

A  neighbouring  Monarch,  driven  from  his 
dominions  by  a  powerful  enemy,  vanquifhed, 
and  followed  by  a  fmall  retinue,  took  refuge 
with  Abofaber,  and  implored,  on  his  knees, 
the  hofpitality,  ahihance,  and  good  offices  of  a 
H  3  King, 
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King,  renowned  for  his  virtues,  and  efpecially 
for  his  patience. 

Abofaber  difmiffed  his  divan  to  converfe 
with  this  exiled  Prince ;  and  as  foon  as  they 
were  alone,  he  faid  to  him,  “  Behold  in  me, 
Abofaber,  your  former  fubjeft,  unjuftly  fpoil- 
ed,  by  you,  of  all  his  fortune,  and  baniftied 
from  your  kingdom.  Obferve  the  juft  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  conduft  of  heaven  tovrard 
us.  I  departed  from  my  village,  reduced 
by  you  to  the  laft  point  of  wretchednefs. 
I  fubmitted,  however,  to  my  lot,  was  patient, 
and  Providence  hath  conduced  me  to  the 
throne  ;  while  your  paflionate,.  cruel,  and  rafli 
condu£b  hath  brought  -you  down  from  one. 
It  appears  to  me,  that,  in  feeing  you  thus  at 
my  difqretion,  I  am  commiffioned  to  execute  on 
you  the  decrees  of  heaven,  as  a  warning  to 
the  wicked.” 

After  this  reproof,  and  without  waiting  a 
reply,  Abofaber  commanded  his  officers  to 
ftrip  the  exiled  King,  and  all  his  followers,  and 
drive  them  from  the  city.  Thefe  orders  were 
inftantly  put  in  execution;  but  they  occafioned 
fome  murmurs.  Should  an  unfortunate  and 
fuppliant  King  be  treated  with  fo  much  rigour  ? 
This  feemed  contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  equity, 
of  humanity,  and  of  policy. 

Some  time  after  this,  Abofaber  having  been 
informed,  that  a  band  of  robbers  infefted  a 
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part  of  his  dominions,  fent  troops  in  purfuit 
of  them,  They  were  furprifed,  furrounded, 
and  brought  before  him.  The  King  recog¬ 
nized  them,  to  be  thofe  who  had  carried  off 
his  children ;  and  privately  interrogated  their 
chief.  “  In  fuch  afituation,”  faid  he  to  him, 
“  and  in  fuch  a  defert,  you  found  a  man,  a 
woman,  and  two  children.  You  plundered 
the  father  and  mother,  and  carried  away  their 
children.  What  have  you  done  with  them  ? 
What  is  become  of  them  ?" 

“  Sire,”  replied  the  chief  of  the  robbers, 
44  thefe  children  are  among  us,  and  we  will 
give  them  to  your  Majefty  to  difpofe  of  them 
as  you  pleafe.  We  are  ready,  moreover,  to  de¬ 
liver  into  your  hands  all  that  we  have  heaped 
up  in  our  profefiion.  Grant  us  life  and  par¬ 
don  ;  receive  us  into  the  number  of  your  fub- 
je&s ;  we  will  return  from  our  evil  courfes  ; 
and  no  foldiers  in  your  Majefty’s  fervice, 
fhall  be  more  devoted  to  you  than  we.  The 
King  fent  for  the  children,  feized  the  riches  of 
the  robbers,  and  caufed  their  heads  to  be  in- 
ftantly  flruck  off,  without  regarding  their  re¬ 
pentance,  or  intreaties. 

The  fubje&s  of  Abofaber,  feeing  this  hafty 
condu&,  and  recolle&ing  the  treatment  of  the 
exiled  Monarch,  in  a  Ihort  time,  did  not  know 
their  own.  44  What  precipitation  1”  faid  they. 
“Is  this  the  compaffionate  King,  who,  when  the 
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cidi  was  about  to  inflitf:  any  punilhmenf,  ccn'- 
tinually  repeated  to  him,  44  ‘Watty  examine ,  d$ 
nothing  rajhly  ;  have  patience  /”  They  were 
extremely  furprifed  ;  but  a  new  event  render¬ 
ed  them  ft  ill  more  fo. 

A  gentleman  came  with  complaints  againft 
his  wife.  Ahofaber,  before  hearing  them, 
faid  to  him,  “  Cring'your  wife  along  with  you ; 
if  it  be  juft  for  me  to  liften  to  your  arguments, 
it  cannot  be  lefs  fo  to  hear  her’s.”  The  gen¬ 
tleman  went  o\it,  and,  in  a  few  moments  after, 
returned  with  his  wife.  The  king  had  fcarce- 
ly  looked  at  her,  when  he  ordered  her  to  be 
conduced  into  the  palace,  and  the  man’s  head 
to  be  cut  oft,  who  had  come  to  complain  of 
her.  The  order  was  obeyed.  The  Viziers, 
the  officers,  and  the  whole  divan  murmured 
aloud,  that  Abofaber  might  hear  them.  “  Ne¬ 
ver  was  there  feen  fuch  an  a£l  of  violence,” 
faid  they  among  themfelves.  “  The  King,  * 
who  was  beheaded,  was  never  guilty  of  fo 
Clocking  an  action  ;  and,  this  brother,  coming 
out  of  a  well,  and  promifing  at  firft  wifdom, 
and  prudence,  is  carried,  in  cold  blood,  to  an 
cxcefs  which  borders  on  madnefs.”  Abofaber 
liftened,  and  remained  patient,  till  at  length,  a 
wave  of  his  hand  having  impofed  filence,  he 
fpokc  as  follows  : 

“  Viziers,  cadis,  minifters  of  juftice,  and 
all  ye  vaffals  of  the  crown,  who  hear  me,  I 
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have  always  advifed  you  againft  precipitation 
in  your  judgments ;  you  owe  me  the  fame  at¬ 
tention,  and  I  pray  you  hear  me. 

“  Arrived  at  a  point  of  good  fortune,  to  which 
I. had  never  even  dared  to  afpire,  the  circum- 
dances  which  were  neceffary  for  my  fuccefc 
being  fo  difficult  to  be  united  *,  indifferent  as  to 
the  crown  which  I  wear,  and  to  which  I  had  no 
right  by  my  birth ;  it  only  remains  for  me,  to 
gain  your  efteem,  by  juftifying  the  motives  of 
my  conduft,  and  making  my  fell  known  to  you. 

“  I  am  not  brother  to  the  King  whom  you 
judged  unworthy  to  reign  ;  I  am  a  man  of 
mean  birth.  Perfecuted,  undone,  and  driven 
from  my  country,  I  took  refuge  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  after  having  feen  my  two  children  and 
my  wife  tom  from  me  in  the  way.  I  devoutly 
fubmitted  to  the  ftrokes  which  fate  had  laid 
on  me,  when,  at  the  entrance  of  thi^  city,  I 
was  feized  by  force,  and  conltrained  to  labour 
at  the  building  of  the  palace.  Convinced  in 
my  mind,  that  patience  is  the  mod  neceflary 
virtue  to  man,  I  exhorted  one  of  my  ft llow  la¬ 
bourers  to  bear,  with  refignation,  a  dreadful  evil 
he  had  met  with  in  breaking  h  s  leg.  Pa~ 
tience ,  faid  I  to  him,  is  fo  great  a  virtue,  that 
tt  could  raife  a  man  to  the  throne ,  although  he 
were  cafl  into  the  bottom  of  a  well. 

“  The  King,  my  predteeffor,  heard  me.  This 
maxim  fhocked  him,  and  thatiuftant,  he  caufed 
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me  be  let  down  into  the  well,  from  which  yon 
took  me,  to  fet  me  on  the  throne. 

“When  a  neighbouring  Monarch,  driven  by 
an  ufurper  from  his  dominions,  came  to  implore 
my  ajfliitance,  I  recognized  in  him,  my  own 
Sovereign,  who  had  unjuftly  Gripped  me  of  all 
my  pofleffions,  and  fent  me  into  banifhment.  I 
was  not  the  only  object  of  his  capricious  cruel¬ 
ties  ;  I  faw  all  his  fubje&s  groaning  under  them. 

I  “The  robbers,  whom  I  punifhed,  had- carried 
off  my  children,  and  reduced  me  to  the  laft 
point  of  wretehednefsr 

“  In  fine,  the  gentleman  whom  I  caufed  to  be 
b  headed,  is  he  who  violently  took  away  my 
wife. 

“In  all  thefe  judgments,  I  have  not  had 
the  revenge  of  my  own  particular  offences  in 
view.  King  of  thefe  dominions  by  your 
choice,,  the  inflrumcnt  of  God  upon  earth,  I 
did  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  yield  to  an 
arbitrary  clemency,  which  would  have  weaken¬ 
ed  yuur  power.  It  was  my  duty  to  execute 
the  decrees  of  Providence  upon  fuch  as  were 
clearly  convi&ed  of  guilt,  and  to  cut  ofF  from 
focicty,  mortals  too  dangerous  for  it. 

“  A  tyrannical  king,  who  refpe&s  not  the  laws, 
and  is  only  dire&ed  by  his  paffions  and  caprice, 
is  the  feourgeef  his  people.  If  it  is  not  law- 
%li°  rria^e  aliy  attempt  upon  his  life,  it  is 
flill  lefs  fo,  to  grant  him  fuch  affiftance,  as 
.  would 
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•'Would  authorifehim  in  the  perpetual,  exercife  of 
revenge,  and  in  the  inlulgence  of  the  injuflice 
and  atrocity  of  his  difpofition.  It  is  even  wife 
to  deprive  him  of  the  means  of  it. 

44  Villains,  whole  fide  occupation  is  to  at¬ 
tack  caravans,  plunder  travellers,  and  who  are 
accullomed  to  nothing  but  diforder,  can  never 
become  ufeful  and  valuable  citizens.  They 
deferve  hill  lefs  to  be  admitted  to  the  honour 
of  defending  their  country.  Banifhmcnt  to 
them  is  only  a  return  to  their  former  life.  By 
increafing  their  number,  the  evils  of  the  world 
are  rendered  perpetual. 

44  The  ravillier  of  a  wife,  is  a  monfter  in 
focicty,  from  which  it  ought  to  be  freed.  The 
man  who  indulges  himfelf  in  this  crime,  is 
capable  of  every  other. 

44  Such  are  the  motives  of  my  conduct;  feveri- 
ty  colls  me  more  than  any  one  elfe.  But  I  fhould 
have  been  unworthy  of  the  confidence. of  my 
people,  and  wanting  in  the  duties  of  the  throne, 
had  I  not  exercifed  it  in  this  fituation. 

44  If  I  have  exceeded  the  limits  oi  my  autho¬ 
rity,  1  am  ready  to  refign  it  into  your  hands. 
Reunited  to  my  wife  and  my  children,  and  thus 
loaded  with  the  moll  precious blellings  of  the 
Almighty,  I  lliould  have  nothing  left  but  to 
wilh  you  happy  days,  under  a  government 
wifer  than  mine.” 
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"When  Abofaber  had  finifhed  this  julliEca- 
tion  of  his  conduct,  admiration  and  refpe£t 
held  the  whole  affembly  in  filence.  Soon,  how'- 
ever,  a  Ihout,  followed  by  a  thoufand  others, 
refounded  through  the  divan.  Long  live  Abo- 
fabef  !  Long  live  our  King  !  Long  live  the  pa¬ 
tient  Monarch  !  may  he  live  for  ever  !  and  may 
his  reign  endure  to  eternity  !” 

The  King,  having  returned  into  his  apart¬ 
ment,  fent  for  his  wife  and  his  children  ;  and 
after  yielding  to  the  fweet  impulfes  of  nature  $ 
“  Behold,”  faid  he  to  his  fpoufe,  “  the  fruits 
of  patience,  and  the  confequences  of  ralhnefs. 
Give  up  at  laft  your  prejudices,  and  engrave 
on  the  hearts  of  our  children  thefe  important 
truths.  Good  and  evil  happen  under  the  in- 
fpc&ion  of  Providence,  and  his  divine  wif- 
dom  infallibly  bellows  the  punifliment  or  the 
reward.  The  patient  man,  who  fubmits  to 
his  lot,  is  fooner  or  later,  crowned  with  honour 

After  having  ended  his  (lory,  Aladin  kept 
a  refpe&ful  licence.  Bohetzad  feemed  loll  in 
thought.  “  How  is  it  poffible,”  faid  he, 
u  that  the  maxims  of  wifdom  lhould  flow  from 
the  lips  of  a  man,  whofe  heart  mull  be  cor¬ 
rupted,  and  whofe  foul  mull  be  guilty.” 
*K  Young  man  !  *  added  he,  addrefling  himfelf 
to  the  fuppefed  criminal,  “  I  will  Hill  defer 
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your  punhhment  till  to-morrow.  You  are  to 
be  carried  back  to  prifon.  The  advices,  which 
you  have  given  me  fliall  have  their  proper  ef¬ 
fect .  A  profeffed  robber  ought  to  be  cut  off 
from  the  clafs  of  citizens,  from  that  of  the  defen¬ 
ders  of  the  kingdom,  and  from  the  whole 
world.  But,  as  you  have  at  the  fame  time 
guarded  me  againft  precipitation  in  judgment, 
I  confent  that  you  live,  during  the  remainder 
of  this  day  and  the  following  night.”  At  thefe 
«  words  the  King  difmiffed  the  affembly. 

The  Viziers  took  counfel  together,  refpec- 
ting  the  ftep  they  fliould  take,  to  fecure  the 
deftruftion  of  the  favourite.  Perceiving  the 
punifliment  fo  often  delayed,  it  was  their  bufi- 
nefs  to  alarm  the  King,  refpefting  the  danger¬ 
ous  effects  of  his  clemency,  and  his  weaknefs, 
in  allowing  himftlf  to  be  led  away  by  thefe 
difeourfes,  prepared  on  purpofe  to  fufpend  an 
aft  of  juftice,  which  w’as  abfolutely  neceffary. 
He  ought  to  banilh  from  the  people  every  fuf- 
picion  of  weaknefs  on  the  part  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  (hew  them  that  equity  was  its  foun¬ 
dation. 

The  artful  detail  of  this  reafoning  was  en- 
truffed  to  the  fourth  Vizier  ;  and  this  miniffer 
came  next  morning  to  Bohetzad  to  perform  his 
part. 

The  poifon  of  fiattery  was  artfully  mingled 
with  remonftrances,  which  appeared  to  be  dic- 
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tated  by  a  difinterefted  -zeal,  and  mads  a  deep 
Impreffion  on  the  King,  He  ordered  the  fu- 
perintendant  to  be  brought  before  him,  as  for¬ 
merly,  with  all  the  apparatus  of  punifhment. 
cl  Unhappy  man  !”  Taid  he  to  him,  “  I  have 
Tcflefted  enough  to  punifh  you  for  your  crime. 
May  your  death,  if  it  be  poflible,  make  me  for¬ 
get  it  for  ever !” 

“  Sire  !”  replied  Aladin,  with  refpeft  and 
firmnefs,  “  I  receive,  with  fubmiflion,  the  fen- 
tence  of  my  crime.  It  is  dilated  by  circum- 
ilances  ;  and  were  it  not,  I  feel  that  the  mifery 
of  having  fallen  under  your  difgrace,  would  be 
worfe  to  me.  The  facrifice  once  made,  I  can 
repent  of  it  no  more.  But  the  day  will  come, 
when  your  Majefty,  regretting  your  unjuft  pre¬ 
cipitation,  will  repent  that  you  did  not  fuf- 
ficiently  confult  the  rules  of  prudence,  as  it 
happened  to  Bhazad,  the  fon  of  Cyrus,  founder 
*f  the  Syrian  empire. 


Hiflory  of  Bhaxad,  the  Impatient . 

^Bhazad  was  a  prince  pofleffed  of  every  ex¬ 
ternal  accompliftiment.  His  beauty,  celebrated 
by  the  poets,  was  become  proverbial  among  all 
nations.  He  was  the  delight  of  every  company, 
;$nd  fearcely  any  thing  was  noticed  in  it  but 
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Eimfelf.  One  day,  while  he  was  unperceived, 
his  beauty  became  the  fubjed  of  converfation. 
After  it  had  been  much  praifed,  one  who  was 
prefent,  and  had  till  then  been  filent,  added, 
“  Prince  Bhazad  is  doubtlefs  one  of  the  molt 
beautiful  men  in  the  world  ;  but  I  know  a  wo¬ 
man,  who  in  this  refped,  is  much  more  fuperi- 
or  to  her  own  fex,  than  he  is  to  his.” 

This  difeourfe  roufed  the  curiofity  of  Bhazad 
more  than  his  pride  :  and  addrefling  liimfelf  in 
private  to  the  man  who  fpoke  thus,  “  Might 
one  know  from  you,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  the 
name  of  this  beauty,  in  whofe  praife  you  have 
juft  now  fpoken  ?”  “  Prince,”  replied  this 
man,  “  (he  is  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  moft. 
illuftrious  vafllils  of  the  Syrian  throne  ;  and  if 
file  enchants  every  eye  by  her  external  charms, 
the  virtuea-of  her  heart  and  of  her  mind,  con¬ 
tribute  ftill  more  to  make  her  perfect.”  Thefe 
few  words  made  a  lively  impreflion  on  the 
heart  of  Bhazad.  He  coaid  think  of  nothing, 
but  of  the  objed,  whofe  praifes  he  had  heard,, 
and  he  endeavoured  to  make  a  conqueft  of  her. 
The  fire  which  confumed  him,  foon  injured 
his  health,  rendered  him  thoughtful,  and  loll— 
tary ;  and  the  King  his  father,  being  furprifed 
at  this  change,  upon  enquiring  of  him,  was  in¬ 
formed  of  its  caufe. 

Bhazad,  after  having  made  a  confefHon  of 
his  paflion  to  Cyrus,  fuffored  from  him  fomc 
I  z  reproache* 
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reproaches  for  his  referve.  “  Why  have  you 
concealed  from  me  the  {late  of  your  heart  ?” 
faid  he  to  him.  “  Are  you  ignorant,  that  Ihave 
all  power  over  the  Prince,  whofe  daughter  you 
are  defirous  to  marry  ?  Are  you  afraid  that  he 
will  not  accept  the  honour  of  our  alliance  ?”  Up¬ 
on  this  Cyrus  fent  in  quell  of  the  father  of  the 
young  beauty,  and  demanded  her  for  his  fon. 
The  dowry,  which  was  to  be  three  hundred 
thoufand,  pieces  of  gold,  was  agreed  upon  at 
once.  But.  the  future  father-in-law  required 
that  the  Celebration  of  the  nuptials  Ihould  be 
delayed  for  nine  months. 

“  Nine  months  without  feeing  her !”  faid 
the  impatient  Jlhazad  to  himfelf.  “  Nine 
months  without  poflefling  her  !  It  is  infupport- 
able.”  He  quickly  formed  the  defign  of  going  to 
her.  He  mounted  the  belt  courfer  in  his  flables, 
and  immediately  departed,  having  provided  him¬ 
felf  with  Tome  necefiary  articles,  fuch  as  a  bow, 
a  lance,  and  a  feymetar.  He  was  not  far  from 
the  capital  of  Syria,  when  he  was  attacked  by 
a  band  of  robbers.  His  undaunted  countenance, 
and  his  martial  air,  made  an  impreffion  upon 
them;  and  far  from  endeavouring,  according  to 
their  ufual  cuftom,  to  murder  him,  after  they 
had  robbed  him,  they  propofed  to  him  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  plan,  and  promifedhim  hislifs,  on  con¬ 
dition  that  he  would  afibciate  with  them.  In 
renouncing  life,  Bhazad  never  could  have  en- 
ciijoyed  his  love  3  yet  the  profefUon  of  a  rob¬ 
ber 
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ber  was  repugnant  to  his  difpofition.  He- 
thought  it  neceflary  to  difcovet  to  thefe  vaga¬ 
bonds  his  rank,  his  projects,  and  the  fatal  de¬ 
lay  of  nine  months,  which  his  impatience  had 
been  unable  to  endure.  Upon  this  declaration, 
the  chief  of  the  robbers  replied  to  him  :  “We  will 
fhorten  this  delay.  We  know  the  caftle  in 
which  the  objeft  of  your  love  dwells,  and  the 
ftrength  that  defends  it.  March  at  our  head  ; 
we  will  attack  it ;  and  no  obftacie  fhall  be  able 
to  refill  us.  All  we  afic  of  you  for  this  impor¬ 
tant  fervice,  is  a  lhare  in  the  dowry,  your  fu¬ 
ture  prote&ion,  and  a  delay  of  fome  days  to 
prepare  ourfelves  for  the  eriterprife.” 

Bhazad,  in  his  impatience,  thought  himfelf 
already  on  the  very  point  of  happinefs.  Every 
method feemed  juft  to  him,  which  could ferve his 
paflion  ;  and  he  was  by  no  means  delicate  in  the 
choice  of  them.  Thus  he  deliberated  no  more, 
but  continued  his  journey,  at  the  head  of  the 
robbers. 

They  foon  met  a  numerous  caravan  ;  and  the 
robbers,  conftrained  by  their  natural  propenlity, 
attacked  it  in  diforder.  They  were  repul  fed, 
however,  with  the  lofs  of  feveral  men,  and  a 
confiderable  number  of  prifoners,  among  whom, 
Bhazad  was  included.  He  was  conduced  to 
the  capital  of  the  country  to  which  the  caravan 
was  travelling.  The  commander  of  it,  after 
relating  his  adventure,  presented  Bhazad  to  the 
I  3  King:; 
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King  :  “  Here,  Sire,  is  a  young  man,  who,  in 
our  opinion,  deferves  to  be  diftinguiftied  from 
the  reft  ;  and  we  befeech  your  Majefty  to  dif- 
pofe  of  him  according  to  your  pleafure.M 

The  countenance  of  the  captive  attra&ed 
the  particular  attention  of  the  King*.  “  Who 
are  you,  young  man  ?”  enquired  the  Prince. 
“  Youfeem  not  to  have  been  born  for  the  crimi¬ 
nal  profeftion  you  follow.  How  did  you  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  caravan  ?” 

Bhazad,  left  he  fhould  dilhonour  his  refpec- 
table  name,  was  unwilling  to  make  himfelf 
known.  “  Sire,”  replied  he,  “  my  appearance 
ought  not  to  impofe  upon  your  Majefty  :  I  am, 
and  always  have  been  a  profefled  robber.” 

“  Your  anfwer,”  faid  the  King,  “  is  your  fen- 
tence  of  death.  Yet;”  faid  he  to  himfelf,  “I 
ought  to  be  rafti  in  nothing.  Regard  mult 
be  had  to  his  youth  and  external  qualities, 
which  feem  to  diftinguifti  him  from  people  of 
his  profeftion.  If  this  young  man  is  in  reality 
a  robber,  he  deferves  punifhment ;  but  if  he  is 
an  unfortunate  fportofdeftiny,  who  hath  fought 
for  death  as  a  deliverance  from  the  forrows  of 
life,  one  may  become  an  accomplice  ‘in  his 
crime,  by  not  inftantly  preventing  his  death. 
The  prudent  Sovereign  having  made  this  foli* 
loquy,  ordered  Bhazad  to  be  ihut  up  in  clofe 
confinement,  expecting  fome  great  difeovery 
iefpe£ting  his  rank. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  King  of  Syria,  hav¬ 
ing,  in  quell  of  his  fon,  fearched  his  dominions 
ia  vain,  addrefled  circular  letters  to  all  the  So¬ 
vereigns  of  Afia.  One  of  them  came  to  the 
King,  in  whofe  dominions  Bhazad  was  in  cus¬ 
tody.  From  the  defcription  which  it  gave  of 
him,  he  had  no  doubt,  but  that  the  young  ad¬ 
venturer,  whom  he  kept  in  prifon,  was  the 
well-beloved  fon  of  the  powerful  Monarch  of 
Syria.  What  reafon  had  he  to  applaud  him- 
felf  for  not  having  hurried  his  judgment ! 

Hefent  immediately  for  the  prifoner,  and  alk- 
ed  him  his  name.  “  My  name  is  Bhazad,*’  re¬ 
plied  the  young  man.  “  You  are  the  fon  then 
of  King  Cyrus  :  but  what  motives  determined 
you  to  conceal  your  birth?  Had  I  not  been 
flow  in  the  execution  of  punifliment,  it  would 
have  coll  you  your  life,  and  me  the  remorfe 
of  having  treated  you  as  a  vile  aflaflin.” 
“  Sire,”  replied  Bhazad,  after  having  reveal¬ 
ed  to  him  the  fecret  of  his  efcape,  “  finding 
tnyfelf  feized  among  robbers,  in  whofe  crimes 
I  had  involuntarily  lhared,  1  preferred  death 
to  lhame,  and  was  unwilling  to  dilhonour  a 
name  fo  illulirious.” 

“  Son,”  replied  the  fage  Monarch,  “  there 
has  been  a  great  deal  of  imprudence  in  your 
behaviour.  You  w^^tti  love,  and  allured  oF 
enjoying,  in  a  few  months,  the  objed  of  your 
affe&ion.  See  to  what  ralhnefs  and  impatience 

hath 
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hath  brought  you.  Inftead  of  waiting  pa- 
tintly  till  you  fhould  become  the  fon-in-law 
of  one  of  your  father’s  noble  vaflfals  ;  after  hav¬ 
ing  quitted  the  court  of  Syria  without  per- 
miffion  ;  and  after  having  incautioufly  expofed 
yourfelf  to  be  murdered,  by  the  robbers  who 
infefl  thefe  deferts,  you  joined  yourfelf  tb  thefe 
vagabonds,  to  carry  off,  by  force,  the  woman, 
who  was  voluntarily  to  be  given  you  in  mar¬ 
riage.  See  into  what  a  train  of  crinies  yom 
have  drawn  yourfelf.  Check  this  paffion,  and- 
calm  your  impatience.  I  will  procure  you 
the  means  of  uniting  yourfelf  foon  to  thePrin- 
cefs,  whofe  hand  you  are  anxious  to  obtain. 
But  as  every  thing  ought  to  be  done,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  fuitable  to  her  condition,  and  your  rank, 
we  will  hurry  nothing.” 

After  this,  the  King,  having  made  Bhazad 
be  magnificently  drefled,  appointed  him  lodg¬ 
ings’ in  his  palace,  3nd  admitted  him  to  his  ta¬ 
ble.  He  wrote  to  Cyrus v  to  fet  him  at  eafe 
refpe&ing  the  fate  of  his  fon,  whofe  equipage 
Was  getting  ready,  that  he  might  appear  with 
more  fplendor,  at  the  court  of  the  Prince, 
whofe  daughter  he  was  about  to  efpoufe. 

The  impatient  Bhazad  faw  thefe  prepara¬ 
tions  with  uneafinefs.  The  attention  which 
was  paid  to  them  retarded  his  happinefs.  At 
length,  however,  the  order  for  his  departure 
was  given,  and  he  might  begin  his  journey. 

A  fmali 
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A  (mail  army  efcorted  him  ;  but  every  halt 
Which  it  made,  appeared  an  age  to  this  ena¬ 
moured  Prince. 

MefTengers  had  been  difpatched  to  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  Princefs,  to  inform  him  of  the  arri¬ 
val  of  his  fon-in-Iaw.  He  came,  with  his 
daughter,  covered  with  a  veil,  to  receive  him, 
at  the  gate  of  his  caflle,  and  allotted  him  a 
magnificent  apartment,  next  to  that  of  his  fu¬ 
ture  fpoule.  All  the  arrangements  had  been 
previoufly  fixed  by  the  two  fathers.  The 
term  of  nine  months  would  be  elapfed  in  three 
days  j  and  all  the  preparations,  fuitable  to  this 
fo  much  wifhed  for  union,  were  finifhed. 

Bhazad  was  only  feparated  from  the  obje& 
of  his  affe&i on,  by  the  breadth  cf  z  thin  wall* 
In  three  days  he  might  fee,  and  poffefs  her. 
But  this  wall  was  like  Mount  Arafat  to  him  ; 
and  thefe  three  days  feemed  an  eternity.  As 
he  conllantly  enquired  what  fhe  was  doing,  he 
learned,  that  fhe  was  at  her  toilet,  affifled  by 
her  female  (laves,  and  without  her  veil.  This 
was  the  time  for  him  to  furprife  her,  and  behold 
her  at  his  pleafurc.  He  prefently  examined  all 
the  openings  of  his  apartment,  to  find  fome 
way  of  gratifying  his  impatience  and  curiofity. 
He  difeovered,  to  his  misfortune,  a  fmall  gra¬ 
ted  window,  to  which  he  applied  his  eye. 
But  an  eunuch,  placed  there  on  guard,  per¬ 
ceived  the  inquifitivc  man,  and  without  know¬ 
ing 
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ing  him,  flruck  him  with  the  noint  of  his  fc y- 
metar,  which  at  once  run  thrj^Jxith  his  eyes, 
and  drew  from  him  a  piercing  cry,  which  foon 
colle&ed  around  him  all  thofe  engaged  in  his 
fervice. 

They  flood  around  the  wounded,  enquiring 
the  caufe  which  could  have  reduced  him  to 
the  unhappy  fituation  he  was  in.  His  mif- 
fortune  difcovercd  to  him  hrs  crime.  “It  was 
my  impatience,”  replied  he  with  forrow.  “  I 
have  too  foon  forgotten  the  fage  advices  of  the 
King,  my  benefaCtor.  In  three  days,  I  would 
have  feen  and  enjoyed  her,  who  was  to  crown 
my  happinefs ;  but  I  was  unable  to  bear  this 
delay  with  patience.  I  wifhed  to  enjoy  be¬ 
forehand  the  pleafure  of  feeing  her,  and  for 
this  I  am  punifhed  with  the  lofs  of  my  fight.** 

“  In  this  manner,”  added  Aladin,  “  did  the 
impatient  Bhazad,  on  the  very  point  of  be¬ 
coming  happy,  lofe  that  hope  for  ever  :  And 
was  condemned  to  the  mofl  cruel  lofs,  in  be¬ 
ing  deprived  of  the  fenfe  of  feeing.  He  ought 
to  have  recollected  the  dangers  to  which  his 
former  imprudence  had  expofcd  him;  with 
what  maturity  of  deliberation,  with  what  wife 
delay,  the  Monarch,  to  whom  he  was  indebt¬ 
ed  for  his  fortune  and  life,  had  conduced  him- 
felf  with  refpeCl  to  him,  and  he  ought  to  have 
yielded  entirely  to  his  advice.  But  it  is  not 
from  a&ing  without  reflection,  that  experience 
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Is  acquired,  and  the  wife  alone  can  profit  by 
that  of  others.” 

The  young  fuperintendant,  having  made  an 
end  Q^fpeaking,  Bohetzad,  drowned  in  thought, 
difmifled  the  aflembly,  and  remanded  the  cri¬ 
minal  to  prifon. 

The  next  day  was  the  fifth  Vizier’s  turn, 
and  accordingly  he  went  to  the  palace,  deter¬ 
mined  to  haften  the  crifis  of  the  bloody  fcene, 
which  had  b£en  fo  often  delayed.  “  Sire,” 
faid  he  to  the  King,  “  before  fpeaking  to  your 
Majefty  of  any  other  bufincfs,  it  is  my  duty, 
to  reprefent  to  you  the  imminent  danger  you 
run,  in  delaying  the  punifhment,  which  you 
ought  to  inflift,  on  this  fon  of  the  chief  of  the 
robbers.  The  law  which  condemns  him  is 
clear.  Every  fubjeft  who  looks  upon  a  wo¬ 
man  is  Jiable  to  death ;  and  I  cannot  refleft, 
without  horror,  that  lie  hath  dared  to  look 
even  upon  the  Queen.  Refpeft  for  the  throne 
hath"  had  no  weight  with  this  rafti  fedu- 
cer  !  What  law  will  not  hereafter  be  violated, 
if  the  tranfgreflion  of  that,  whofe  authority  I 
now  urge,  ftiould  remain  unpunifhed  ?  The 
people,  jufily  alarmed  at  the  confequences,  ex- 
pe&  from  your  Majefty  a  fignal  inftance  of  fc- 
verity.  The  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice 
of  God.  This  wife  precept,  known  in  all  ages, 

acquires. 
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acquires,  particularly  at  prefent,  the  force  of 
a  command. 

Bohetzad  felt  his‘refentment,  at  the  affront 
which  he  thought  he  had  received,  rekindle 
within  him,  and  blamed  himfelf  for  having  he- 
fitated  too  long  in  avenging  it.  He  ordered 
the  criminal  to  be  brought  before  him,  with 
the  inflruments  of  punifhment.  “  I  have  lif- 
tened  to  thee  too  long,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  as 
foon  as  he  appeared.  Thy  words  are  artful 
and  falfej  thy  crime  is  proved,  .and  thou  art 
about  to  lofe  thy  life.” 

“  I  have  committed  no  crime,”  replied  Ala- 
din  ;  “  and  my  innocence  fecures  me  the  pro- 
te£lion  of  heaven.  It  belongs  to  the  guilty  to 
tremble ;  as  for  me  I  am  calm.  It  is  impoffi- 
ble  for  them  to  efcape  punifhment ;  and  with 
whatever  fuccefs  their  malice  may  flatter  them, 
yet  I  forewarn  them,  that  fooner  or  later, 
they  fhall  experience  the  lot  of  King  Dabdin, 
and  his  Vizier. 

“  Here  are  new  chara&ers  Hill  upon  the 
fcene,”  replied  Bohetzad.  “  What  leffons  can 
they  give  us,  that  relate  to  thee?” 


Hi/lory  of  Ravie ,  the  Rejigned. 

“  Sire,”  continued  Aladin,  “  Dabdin,  a 
powerful  Monarch,  had  two  Viziers,  whofe 

names 
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names  were  Zorachan  and  Caradan.  Zora- 
chan  had  a  daughter,  of  exquifite  beauty,  who 
was  named  Ravie.  Her  virtues  were  equal 
to  her  other  perfedions,  and  retted  on  a  folid 
bafis.  She  was  a  good  Mahometan,  particu¬ 
larly  devoted  to  the  ftudy  of  the  divine  Alco¬ 
ran,  religious,  and  regular  in  her  devotions. 
King  Dabdin,  having  become  enamoured  of 
her,  from  her  charader  alone,  alked  her  in 
marriage  from  her  father  Zorachan.  This 
minifter  demanded  permiflion  to  mention  the 
affair  to  his  daughter.  The  King  granted  it, 
on  condition  that  it  fliould  be  fpeedily  ended. 

The  Vizier,  having  communicated  to  his 
daughter,  the  Monarch’s  intentions,  “  Fa¬ 
ther,”  replied  Ravie,  “  I  have  no  inclination 
for  marriage.  Of  two  unequal  alliances,  which 
might  be  in  my  power,  I  would  always  pre¬ 
fer  that  which  appeared  below  my  ftation,  that 
I  might  be  certain,  at  leaft,  of  having  a  huiband, 
who  would  marry  no  other  woman  but  myfelf. 
Inftead  of  being  the  wife  of  a  King,  I  fliould 
only  be  the  fliarer  of  his  bed,  and  fee  my¬ 
felf  reduced  to  the  condition  of  my  huiband’s 
llave.  I  feel,  that  I  have  not  power  to  fupport 
the  mortification  of  rivals.” 

Dabdin  fmiled  at  this  reply,  which  Zora¬ 
chan  reported  to  him.  It  was  agreeable  to  the 
natural  fentiments  of  a  woman,  who  might  be 
fuppofed  to  poffefs  delicacy,  and  a  turn  for  re- 
V°L’  IIJ*  K  fleaion. 


ARABIAN  TAW. 


her  the  command  of  the  Monarch.  Path  > 
reolied  (he,  affixed  and  terrified,  1  P«‘« 
death  to  the  facrifice  yon  require.  Rather  would 
l  feed  with  the  wild  beafts  of  *e  defert  than 

fubmit  to  this  tyranny.  I  g°  to  t  ie  lY 
feekan  afylnm,  and  there  the  Great  Prophet 

•will  watch  over  my  life.”  . 

Zorachan,  eonfidering  the  firmnefs  o£h* 
daughter,  and  the  orders  of  the  King,  knew 
not8  what  refolution  to  take.  Conftrained, 
however,  by  paternal  affe&ion,  he  determine 

to^Iw’it/his  daughter,  into  a 
try  carrying  with  him  his  moil  valuable  ej 
feflts  They  mounted  the  bed  licrfes  m  \ 
liable,  and,  followed  by  fome  Haves,  took  to¬ 
gether  the  road  to  the  defert. 

S  As  foon  as  Dabdin  was  informed  of  their 
flight,  he  took  the  field,  with  a  numerous  par¬ 
ty8  Some  officers,  mounted  upon  fwift  cour¬ 
iers,  went  before  him  in  the  fearch.  In  vain 
had  the  Vizier  and  his  daughter  haftened  their 
iourney;  they  were  overtaken  and  Hoppe  , 
Dabdin  came  up,  and  with  one  blow  of  his 
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Dabour*,  bruifed  the  head'of  Zorachan.  Hd 
fcized  Ravie,  carried  her  tor  the  palace,  and 
forced  her  to  accept  of  a  hand  that  was  ftained 
with  blood.  * 

The  forrowful  Ravie,  fubmitting  to  her  fate, 
concealed  in  her  heart  the  grief  which  con- 
fumed  her,  on  feeing  herfelf  the  wife  of  her 
father’s  murderer.  Her  attention  to  duty,  her 
religion,  and  her  piety,  yielded  her  confolation  ; 
and,  in  fpite  of  an  habitual  melancholy,  the 
fweetnefs  of  her  difpofition,  joined  to  the 
charms  of  her  perfon,  gained  her,  more  and 
more,  the  affc&ion  of  her  hufband,  who  could 
not  live  but  in  her  prefence.  But  it  became 
neceflary,  that  he  fhould  leave  her. 

The  enemy  appeared  on  his  frontiers,  and 
threatened  an  invaficn.  Dabdin,  full  of  war¬ 
like  ardour,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
and  went  to  face  the  danger.  But,  before  he 
departed,  he  entrufled  the  reins  of  government 
to  the  hands  of  his  Vizier,  Caradan,  in  whom 
he  had  complete  confidence.  “  Take  care,” 
faid  he  to  him  at  the  fame  time,  “  of  Ravie, 
my  wife.  She  is,  you  know*,  the  dtareft  ob¬ 
ject  to  me  in  the  world.  Prevent  her  wilhes, 
K  2  and 

•  Dnbtur,  a  fort  of  Eaftew  feeptre,  or  club  of 
gold,  with  a  chamfered  head,  terminating  in  points. 
It  is  a  weapon  which  the  Princes  of  the  Eaft  carry 
with  them. 
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and  endeavour  io  gratify  them.  Your  life 
fhall  anfwer  to  me,  for  the  flighted  complaint 
fhe  may  make.  I  give  you  a  commiffion  to 
command  in  my  abfence,  and  I  put  every  thing 
under  your  authority.” 

Caradan  was  greatly  flattered  with  the  con¬ 
fidence,  with  which  he  had  been  honoured, 
and,  above  all,  with  refpeft  to  Ravie,  But 
he  was  aqxious  to  fee  this  miracle  of  beauty, 
of  which  the  King  appeared  fo  jealous.  As 
every  thing  was  under  his  command  during 
the  King’s  abfence,  he  foon  found  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  fatisfying  himfelf.  But  no  fooner  had 
he  feen  the  fpoufc  of  his  mailer,  than  he  be¬ 
came  defperately  enamoured  of  her.  His  rc- 
po£e  forfook  him,  and  foon  after  his  reafon. 
“  Surely,”  faid  he  to  himfelf,  “  this  Queen 
mufl  be  born  from  above.  Her  beauties  are 
divine.  She  is  more  dazzling  than  the  flars 
of  heaven.  I  mufl  enjoy  her,  at  any  hazard. 
She  is  a  woman,  and,  like  others,  fufceptible 
of  paffion.  Let  us  try  to  affeft  her.”  This 
defign  being  formed,  he  wrote  to  her  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“  Madam, 

♦‘The  love  which  I  have  conceived  for  you, 
hath  brought  me  into  a  dreadful  fituation. 
Confent,  I  befcech  you,  to  grant  me  a  mo¬ 
ment’s 
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mentis  converfation.  If  your  compaflion  re- 
fufe  me  this,  the  unhappy  Caradan  dies.” 

The  Queen,  confounded  with  the  infolenco 
of  this  letter,  inftantly  returned  it  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anfwer : 

“  Vizier, 

“  The  King  hath  placed  complete  confidence 
in  you,  and  your  heart  ought  to  be  the  facred 
depofitory  of  fidelity  and  obedience.  Send 
fuch  letters  to  your  own  wife  ;  fulfill,  with  re- 
fpe&  to  her,  th^s  duties  of  a  faithful  tiulband  ; 
and  be  affined,  that  any  new  in  fiance  of  im¬ 
prudence,  on  vour  part,  will  infallibly  hazard 
your  life.” 

This  anfwer  brought  Caradan  to  reflexion. 
The  wife  conduft  of  the  Queen,  far  from  giv¬ 
ing  him  confidence,  alarmed  him  exceedingly. 

“  She  is  devout,”  faid  he  ;  “  and  a  religious 
motive,  will  make  her  reveal  my  imprudence 
to  the  King.  '  My  life  is  in  danger.  She  hath 
returned  me  my  letter}  I  muft  get  rid  of  the 
perfon  who  carried  it :  and  fince  fhe  has  no  o- 
ther  evidence  againfi  me,  I  muft  ruin  her,  to 
fave  myfelf.” 

While  he  was  '  taking  this  refolution,  the 
Queen,  by  a  train  of  attentions  and  goodnefs, 
Cent  to  get  particular  information  cf  the  Vi- 

K  3  zier's  *• 
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tier’s  health.  The  anfwet  was,  that  the  V  i- 
zier  was  confined  to  his  bed.  The  Princefe 
did  not  imagine,  that  this  indifpofition  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  agitation  of  the  crime,  which 
the  minifter  had  meditated. 

Dabdin,  having  vanquifhed  his  enemies,  re¬ 
turned,  in  triumph,  to  his  court.  Caradan 
was  the  firft  to  congratulate  him  on  his  victo¬ 
ry,  and  gave  him,  at  the  fame  time,  a  fatisfac- 
tory  account  of  his  behaviour.  But,  on  one 
point  alone,  the  artful  Caradan  was  filent, 
which  he  was  urged  to  difclofe.  “  He  fhould 
think  himfelf,”  he  faid,  “  unworthy  of  the 
confidence  with  which  he  had  been  honoured, 
if,  notwithftanding  his  refpeft  for  the  Queen, 
he  did  not  find  himfelf  obliged,  to  complain  of 
her  conduct.  Under  the  difguife  of  a  falfe 
devotion,  £be  had  failed  in  her  duty  and  reli¬ 
gion,  by  polluting  the  bed,  to  which  a  flatter¬ 
ing  preference  had  admitted  her  alone.”—— 
“  Have  you  witnefles  ?”  faid  Dabdin,  trem¬ 
bling. 

“  I  was  unwilling,”  replied  the  minifter, 

to  credit  the  Teport  which  I  heard ;  but  un¬ 
happily  I  have  myfelf  been  a  witnefs  of  its 
truth.  A  few  days  after  your  Majefty’s  de¬ 
parture,  I  was  fecretly  warned  by  one  of  the 
Queen*s  women,  who  conducted  me  into  the 
palace,  by  a  private  door,  and  placed  me  near 
the  window  of  Ravie’s  clofet.  I  obferved  her 

attentively 
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attentively  without  jealoufy,  and  was  a  witnefs 
of  her  infidelity,  in  preferring  to  yon  the  vile 
Aboilkar,  the  fiaveof  her  father  Zorachan. 

On  this  recital,  the  fury  of  the  King  was 
greatly  encreafed,  by  the  conftraint  he  was 
obliged  to  impofe  upon  himfelf.  “  Vizier,” 
faid  he  to  Caradan,  “  I  wifh  the  circumftances 
of  this  infamous  treachery  to  remain  unknown, 
if  poflible.  Let  Aboilkar  be  thrown  into  pri- 
fon  ;  and  fend  for  the  chief  of  my  eunuchs.” 

The  Vizier  obeyed  the  commands  of  the  So¬ 
vereign,  and  brought  the  eunuch.  “  Slave,” 
faid  the  King  to  him,  “  obey  my  will ;  let  the 
Queen’s  head  be  inflantly  brought  to  me.” 
The  fituation  of  the  eunuch,  entirely  paffive, 
did  not  permit  him  to  reply  ;  but  feeling  him¬ 
felf  inflantly  infpired  with  an  emotion  that 
quite  overcame  him,  he  faid  to  the  King, 
“  Sire,  it  becomes  not  me,  to  penetrate  into 
the  motives  of  £0  fevere  an  order  ;  I  mull  fup- 
pofe  it  to  be  juft-  Yet  Ravieis  your  favourite 
fponfe,  and  (he  is  Queen.  This  kind  of  death 
would  fully  your  glory  ;  her  blood  would  re¬ 
turn  upon  you,  and  difhonourable  fufpicions 
would  arife.  Rather  let  your  Majefly  fend  her 
into  the  defert,  whither  I  (hall  conduct  her : 
There  fhe  cannot  exift  without  a  miracle ;  and 
heaven  never  perforins  one  in  behalf  of  the 
guilty.’* 

The 
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The  king  yielded  to  thefe  arguments,  and 
intonated  this  refolution  to  the  chief  of  his 
eunuchs.  This  officer  fetthe  Queen  upon  a 
catoel,  whichjjie  led  with  his  own  hand,  and 
took  the  Toaffor  the  defert,  not  forgetting, 
however,  to  furniffi  himfelf  with  fome  pro- 
vilions. 

*  This  eunuch,  a  pious  Mufifulman,  knew  that 
the  Queen  was  devoted  to  her  duty  and  reli¬ 
gion,  and  regular  in  her  prayers.  He  could 
not  perfuade  himfelf,  that  ffie  could  be  guilty 
of  the  fmalleft  fault ;  and,  convinced  of  her  in¬ 
nocence,  he  treated  her  with  that  refpe£t  and 
attention  her  virtues  infpired. 

After  travelling  fome  days,  he  found  a  fmall 
plain  at  the  bottom  of  a  r6ck,  from  which 
trickled  a  fmall  rivulet,  filling  a  cavity  of  the 
rock  with  its  water.  Thinking  this  the  leaft 
exceptionable  of  all  the  places  he  had  been  able 
to  difcover  for  abandoning  to  Providence,  a 
woman,  whom,  by  the  molt  pcfitive  command, 
he  was  obliged  to  deliver  up  to  fo  many  dan¬ 
gers,  he  made  her  alight  from  the  camel,  pre¬ 
pared  her  a  fmall  habitation  in  the  hollow  of 
the  rock,  where  he  left  the  little  provifion  he 
had  the  forefight  to  bring  with  him ;  and,  with 
eyes  bathed  in  tears,  took  leave  of  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  woman.  “  Stop,”  faid  Ravie  to  him, 
who  had  remained  filent  fince  her  departure : 
“  will  you  abandon  me  without  informing  me 

what 
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what  has  brought  me  into  thefe  favage  places, 
into  this  retreat  of  the  monflers  of  the  earth  ?” 
The  eunuch  informed  her  of  the  orders  he  had 
received,  not  concealing  from  hefcAhat  the  firft 
were  ftill  more  fevere,  and  that  he  had  been  fo 
fortunate  as  to  get  them  recalled.  “  Do  you 
know,”  faid  Ihe,  “  the  caufeofmy  difgrace?” 
He  replied,  he  did  not- 

The  Queen  thanked  him  for  his  attention 
and  refpett,  and  for  the  care  he  had  taken  of 
her  life.  M  I  will  employ  it,”  added  fhe,  “  in 
prayers  for  you.  Without  doubt-  calumny 
has  mifreprefented  me.  But  if  ever  the  vtil 
fliOuld  fall  from  the  King,  tell  him,  that  he 
ought  to  humble  himfelf  in  the  dull,  for  hav¬ 
ing  murdered  my  father ;  and  that  unlefs  he 
difarms  the  juft  ice  of  God,  it  will,  fooner  or 
latter,  overwhelm  him.  In  banilhing  me  in¬ 
to  this  frightfull  abode,  he  only  fnatches  a  vic¬ 
tim  from  the  arms  of  a  parricide.  I  pity  him, 
and  all  thofe  who  have  been  drawn  into  the 
barbarous  delign,  and  that  which  he  meant  at 
firft  to  execute  on  me.  But  in  my  misfortune, 
I  can  ftill  be  grateful  to  him.  I  thank  him  at 
leaf!  for  having  put  me  in  a  fituadon  where  I 
can  contemplate,  at  leifure,  the  wonders  of 
God,  which  are  feen  with  fo  much  difficulty, 
in  the  palaces  of  Kings.”  At  thefe  words  ihe 
ceafed  to  fpeak ;  and  the  Have  departed,  melted 
into  forrow,  at  the  fate  of  the  Queen. 
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Ravie  was  now  in  the  middle  of  a  defert,  if 
indeed  it  can  he  called  one  to  a  foul  like  hers, 
accompanied  with  patience  and  relignation,  and 
holding  continual  intercourfe  with  its  God,  by 
prayer  and  meditation.  This  pious  bfcauty 
inhabited  by  turns  the  different  caves  of 
the  rock  j  mixing  the  fmall  proviiions  that 
had  been  left  her  with  fome  roots,  and  wild 
fruits,  and  appearing  to  want  nothing,  though 
deprived  of  all.  If  any  wild  beaff  appeared, > 
ihe  eafily  efcaped  from  it,  by  taking  refuge  in 
the  bottom  of  caves,  whof©  paffage  ihe  had 
rendered  narrow  and  difficult,  and  whole  en¬ 
trance  was  inacceffible  to  the  mongers  of  the 
forell.  Thus,  while  they  growled  without,  at 
being  unable  to  feize  their  prey,  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  lady  bleffed  heaven,  for  having  given  to 
man  in  adverfity,  courage,  llrength,  and  in- 
dullry. 

One  day*  as  ihe  offered  up  her  homage  and 
adoration  to  her  Creator,  at  the  entrance  of  one 
of  her  caves  that  looked  towards  the  fouth,  ihe 
was  perceived  at  a  diitance  by  tbe  keeper  of 
King  Kaffera’s  camels,  who  was  feeking  in  that 
part  of  the  defert,  fome  of  thefe  animals,  that 
had  ftrayed  there. 

This  man,  aftoniihed  to  fee  fo  exquiiite  a 
beauty,  in  a  iitu&tion  fo  Angular,  had  the  cu*. 
rioiity  to  enquire  at  her  who  ihe  was,  and  what 
had  brought  her  into  that  defert.  “  Mufful- 
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^man,”  faid  {he  to  him,  “  you  fee  here  the  fer- 
-vant  of  God,  and  his  holy  Prophet.  It  was 
their  will  that  I  fhould  be  banifhed  to  a  de- 
fert ;  I  obeyed,  aud  will  ferve  them  all  my  life.” 
The  leader  of  the  camels  foon  felt  his  heart 
enamoured  with  this  pious  beauty,  und,  toge¬ 
ther  with  his  hind,  offered  her  a  {hare  of  his 
little  fortune,  and  all  the  comforts  in  his 
power.  c 

“  Generous  man,”  faid  Ravie,  “  I  wiOi  to 
ferve  God,  and  not  man.  I  {hall,  however,  be 
glad  to  owe  fomething  to  your  kindnefs.  The 
rocks  which  furround  me  afford  fafe  and  com¬ 
modious  retreats  ;  but  1  am  in  danger  here  of 
wanting  water  in  a  few  days.  The  rivulet 
“will  foon  be  dry.  Conduct  me  to  a  place, 
where  I  {hall  find  the  fame  conveniences  for 
my  habitation,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  clear  and 
perpetual  fpring,  for  my  daily  ablutions,  and 
for  quenching  my  thirft,”  “  I  know  a  place 
fuited  to  your  wifhes,”  replied  the  keeper,  “  but 
it  15  at  a  great  diflance  from  this  ;  and  unlefs 
you  mount  my  camel,  you  will  not  be  able  to 
endure  the  fatigue.”  Ravie  accepted  his  pro- 
pofal;  they  travelled  together  to  the  new  lodg¬ 
ing, 'where  they  arrived,  after  a  journey  of  fome 
hours. 

The  keeper  made  the  camel  {loop  down  up¬ 
on  its  knees,  and  Ravie  alighted.  He  {hewed 
Jier  a  beautiful  fountain,  near  which  were 
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fubterraneous  caves  in  the  rock,  Hill  more  com¬ 
modious  than  thofe  £he  had  left :  And  after 
delivering  to  her  all  the  provilions  which  he 
.carried,  he  fpoke  to  her  thus. 

“  Madam,  I  am  the  keeper  of  the  camels  of 
Xing  Kaflera,  the  moil  powerful  Monarch  of 
the  Eaft.  He  is  fo  fond  of  his  camels,  that  he 
allows  no  body  to  feed  them  but  bimfelf.  I 
have  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  three  of  his 
greateft  favourites,  and  I  dare  not  return  to 
him  without  having  found  them,  leaft  I  fhould 
be  puniflied  with  death.  Do  you,  Madam,  I 
befeech  you,  whofe  fervent  prayers  muft  be 
beard  on  high,  fupplicate  heaven,  that  I  may 
find  what  I  have  loft.” 

44  Worthy  man,”  replied  this  folitary  wo¬ 
man,  “  you  have  juft  now,  in  my  behali,  ful¬ 
filled  a  work  of  charity,  and  you  will  be  re¬ 
warded  for  it ;  fearch  for  your  camels,  and 
you  will  afluredly  find  them.” 

The  keeper,  full  of  confidence,  departed 
<jueft  of  his  camels.  He  was  not  difappointed 
in  his  expe&ation.  He  fovnd  them  at  a  little 
diftance  from  thence,  and,  full  of  joy,  he  re¬ 
turned  with  them,  to  the  city,  refle&ing  on 
his  good  fortune  in  having  met  with  the  beau¬ 
tiful  ftranger. 

Kaflera  came,  as  ufual,  to  vifit  his  camels. 
Their  keeper  communicated  to  him  his  adven¬ 
ture,  fo  happily  terminated  by  means  of  the 

young 
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joung  devotee.  The  Monarch,  anxious  him- 
felf  to  know  the  truth  of  a  fad  fo  extraordina¬ 
ry,  mounted  his  horfe,  with  a  colifiderable  re¬ 
tinue,  and  was  direded  by  the  keeper  t©  the 
place  in  the  defert  which  he  had  described  to 
him. 

It  was  noon  ;  Ravie  was  offering  up  her 
prayers,  on  the  verdant  banks  which  furround- 
ed  the  fountain,  with  her  hands  and  eyes  railed 
towards  heaven,  and  her  hair  {lowing  on  her 
flioulders.  The  brightnefs  of  her  complexion, 
and  the  beauty  of  her  features,  made  her  fliine 
like  the  lilly  in  the  middle  of  the  gardens.  She 
was  fo  abforbed  in  meditation,  that  the  King 
approached,  and  confidered  her  attentively, 
without  being  obferved.  He  thought  her  far 
fuperior  to  the  praifes  of  the  clownifli  camel 
driver,  and  thus'  refpe&fully  addrefled  her. 
“  Beautiful  Lady,”  faid  lie  to  her,  “  would  it 
be  indifcreet  in  me  to  requtft  you  to  tell  me 
who  you  are,  and  what  you  are  doing  here  ?’* 
“  You  fee  a  fequeftered  devotee,  a  feivant  of 
God  ;  and  I  am  here  for  the  purpofe  of  wor- 
fhippinghim.”  “-You  are  unwilling,  I  fee,  ad¬ 
ded  the  Monarch,  to  make  yonrfelf  known.  I 
will  not  be  fo  referved  with  refpeft  to  you. 
But  after  this  in  fiance  of  confidence  on  my* 
part,  I  hope  you  will  agree  to  the  propofal  I 
am  to  make  you.  I  am  Kaffera,  King  of  the 
Kings  of  the  Eaft ;  and  in  offering  you  my  heart 
Vol.III.  L  ’  and 
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And  my  hand,  I  think  I  render  you  that  ho¬ 
mage  which  is  worthy  of  us  both.” 

“  Sire,”  replied  Ravie,  “  I  did  not  think 
that  the  moft  powerful  Monarch  in  the  world, 

ould  have  ftooped  fo  lo  w  as  to  marry  a  woman 
wandering  in  the  defert,  where  every  thing 
bears  witnefs  of  her  indigence,  and  low  birth. 
I  have  too  much  refpe&  for  human  greatnefs,, 
to  raife  my  expectations  to  the  throne.”  “  Do 
not  refufe  me,  Madam  ;  you  are  fafe  from  any 
'ri olenc^  from  me ;  but  I  am  not  fo  from  the 
lively  impreflion  which  your  virtues  and  beau¬ 
ty  have  made  upon  my  heart.  You  difdain 
my  grandeur,  and  from  this  moment  I  my- 
felf  make  a  voluntary  facrifice  of  it,  to  pafs 
my  life  with  you  in  this  defert,  and  to  ferve 
here  the  Eternal  God  and  his  holy  Prophet.” 

The  firft  orders  which  Kaflera  gave  were 
proofs  that  he  fpake  with  fmcerity.  He  made 
two  tents  be  prepared,  one  for  himfelf,  and 
another  for  Ravie,  and  flored  them  with  the 
provilions  which  he  brought  with  him.  Ravie 
felt  the  value  of  the  facrifices  Kaflera  had 
made,  and  the  delioate  manner  in  which  he 
had  a&ed.  She  refle&ed  on  the  lofs  that  his 
fubje&s  *  would  fuftain,  if  he  renounced  the 
government,  and  on  the  diftrefs  of  his  family, 
and  endeavoured  to  divert  the  Monarch  from 
this  unlucky  defign  ;  and  with  this  view  fpoke 
as  follows  to  the  flave  who  brought  her  food. 

“  Jlis 
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**■  Kis  Majefty  does  me  too  much  honour,”  faid: 
jfhe  to  him  yet  1  cannot  accept  his  offers.  My* 
ambition  is  fully  gratified  in  ferving  the  Eter¬ 
nal  God.  But  Kaffera  has  duties  to  fulfill.  He  is 
the  reprefentative  on  earth  of  him  whom  I  adore, 
the  difpenccf  of  his  juftice  and  clemency:  he 
ought  to  make  himfelf  be  loved  and  feared  by" 
his  fubje&s,  whofe  happinefs  depends  on  the 
wifdom  of  his  government.  Befides,  this  Mo¬ 
narch  has  wives,  and  a  family,  which  have 
claims  upon  him  flill  more  facred ;  and  he  is 
not  permitted,  without  violating  the  laws  both' 
of  nature  and  equity,  to  bury  himfelf  in  this 
defert.  Do  you,  who  appear  to  poffefs  his 
confidence,  inform  him  of  my  uneafinefs,  and 
reprefcnt  to  him  the  obftacles  which  religion 
forces  me  to  lay  in  his  way.” 

The  (lave  difcharged  the  commiffion  with 
which  he  w  as  entrufied,  and  brought  back  as  the 
King’s  anfwer,  that  being  confcious  of  many 
faults, .  he  would  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
pardon  of  them,  by  embracing  the  life  of  a  pe¬ 
nitent. 

On  learning  the  final  refolution  of  Kaffera, 
Ravie  was  at  a  lofs  what  fiep  ihe  ought  to 
take.  At  length,  after  mature  deliberation,  file 
thought  fhe  ought  to  facrifiee  herfelf  to  the 
glory  of  a  nation,  whofe  ruin  was  unavoidable, 
if  deprived  of  a  leader  fo  wife  and  refpt&able. 
She  demanded  an  interview  with  the  King,  in 
L  2  the 
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the  tent  that  was  allotted  to  her.  He  repaired 
thither ;  “  I  wait  your  orders  with  fubmifkon,”" 
faid  Kaflerato  her. 

“  Sire,”  replied  the  beautiful  ftranger,  “  it 
is  not  from  diftruft  that  I  have  concealed  my 
name,  from  your  Majcfty.  But,  becsufe  I 
was  fincerely  defirous  to  end  my  days  in  this 
fblitude.  The.  refcluticn  which  you  have  taken 
difconccrts  my  defigns.  A  Monarch  fo  great 
and  rsnowned,  a  King  fo  dear  to  his  fubje&s,. 
and  a  father  fo  affeftionate  and  kind  to  his  fa¬ 
mily,  cannot  with  innocence  give  up  his  duty 
and  his  obligations  ;  and  I  would  have  to  re¬ 
proach  myfelf  with  Turning  your  dominions 
by  my  obftinacy.  I  mufl  reftore  a  Monarch  to 
his  people.  Therefore,  in  return  for  the  fin- 
cere,  and  advantageous  offers,  with  which  you 
have  coodefcended  to  honour  me,  I  accept  your 
hand,  as  foon  as  this  union  can  confirm  the 
happinefs  of  yout  fubje£b.  But  it  is  now  time 
to  make  myfelf  known.”  She  then  gave  a; 
faithful  relation  of  her  misfortunes,  and  a  de¬ 
tail  of  her  life  fines  her  firfl  efcape  with  her 
father  Zorachan,  down  to  the  unjuft  prejudice 
which  had  devoted  her  to  this  favage  defert. 
“  I  felt  but  little  uneafmefs,”  continued  fheL“  in 
my  folitude,  concerning  the  reputation  I  had 
left  behind  mt  ;  but  having  now  become  the 
wife  of  an  i’luftrious  King,  it  is  of  confequence 
to  his  glory,  tojuftify  his  choice ;  it  is  of  con¬ 
fequence 
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fequence  to  us  both,  that  the  world  be  convin¬ 
ced  of  my  innocence.  King  D^>iin  is  a  vaflfal 
and  tributary  of  your  crown  ;  order  him  to  re¬ 
pair  to  your  court,  with  Caradan  his  Vi¬ 
zier,  -and  the  chief  of  his  eunuchs.  I  muft 
not  be  feated  on  your  throne*  before  I  am  clear¬ 
ly  juftified  refpe&ing  the  odious  imputations 
which  have  drawn  upon  me  fo  much  mifery.** 
Kaffera  felt  the  juftice  of  her  demand,  and 
was  pleafed  with  her  delicacy.  He  ordered  a 
mod  magnificent  litter  to  be  brought  from  bis 
capital,  and  they  foon  returned  to  the  palace. 
An  apartment  was  allotted  to  her,  which  was 
rich,  commodious,  and  more  fpacious,  than  any 
of  thofe  which  his  other  favourites  occupied. 
A  number  of  officers,  and  {laves  of  both  fexes, 
were  eager  to  ferve  her. 

Immediately  after  his  return,  Kafifera  dif- 
patched  an  order  to  King  Dabdin,  to  his  Vi¬ 
zier  Caradan,  and  to  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs, 
to  repair  to  him  inftantly.  The  officer,  en- 
trufted  with  this  mefiage,  comroandid  a  con- 
derable  detachment,  and  was  to  enforce  obedi¬ 
ence  without  delay. 

While  Ravie  enjoyed,  in  a  frightful  defert, 
the  repofe  and  peace  infeparable  from  her 
foul,  the  unhappy  Dabdin,  could  find  no  reft 
even  in  the  lap  of  pleafure:  Life  had  no  fweets 
for  him,  fince  the  cruel  baniffiment  of  hi$ 
fpoufe.  Caradan  never  fell  afleep,  without 
L  3  being 
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being  troubled  with  the  moil  difmal  dreams : 
No  time  could  foothe  their  uneafinefs. 

Dabin  was  in  this  fituation,  when  the  orders 
•f  Kaflera  were  intimated  to  him.  Caradan 
was  alarmed  at  the  manner  in  which  they  -were 
to  be  executed,  and  was  torn  with  remorfe. 
He  was,  however,  obliged  to  take  the  road,  a- 
long  with  the  King  his  mailer,  whofe  uneafi¬ 
nefs  was  equal  to  his  own,  ignorant  of  the 
caufe  which  could  have  drawn  upon  them  fo 
fevere  an  order.  The  chief  of  the  eunuchs 
was  the  only  one  who  made  this  journey  with¬ 
out  fear.  At  length  they  arrived  at  the  court  of 
Kaflera. 

This  Monarch  impatiently  waited  for  them, 
in  his  apartment,  together  with  Ravie,  who 
thus  addrefled  Caradan. 

“  Vizier,  you  muft  recollect  me  I  I  am 
Ravie,  formerly  the  fpotife  of  thy  mailer, 
whom  thou  hail  unjuftly  calumniated  by  thy 
reports.  Thou  hail  betrayed  thy  duty  to  God, 
to  thy  Sovereign,  whofe  confidence  thou  didil 
poflefs,  and  to  me,  :who  ought  ta  have  become 
the  object  of  thy  refpeft,  after  having  forgot¬ 
ten  the  audacity  of  thy  propofals.  Thou  alone 
haft  committed  all  thefe  crimes.  Refpe& 
truth,  if  thou  haft  yet  ftrength  and  courage  to 
do  fo ;  and  feek  not,  by  vain  ihifts,  to  draw 
down  upon  thy  head,  the  anger  of  heaven. 

.  ‘  The 
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The  confounded  Caradan  exclaimed  in  the 
bittemefsofhisfoul,  “Your innocence, Madam, 
is  written  in  your  countenance,  as  guilt  is 
written  on  mine.  After  I  had  urged  you,  in 
vain,  to  yield  to  my  paffion,  an  evil  fpirit  took 
pofieflionsof  me,  and — ”  “  Ah  !  Wretch  !” 

interrupted  Dabdin,  “  no  punilhment  is  too 
great  for  thy  crime  !  The  vengeance  of  hea¬ 
ven  cannot  fpare  thee.” 

Kaflera  enjoyed  the  triumph  of  the  innocent 
Ravie.  But  addrefling  himfelf  to  Dabdin,  who 
was  enraged  'againft  Caradan,  “  Prince,”  faid 
he,  “  your  Vizier  is  uot  the  only  guilty  per- 
fon  here ;  you  yourfelf  are  to  blame.  Thofe 
who  are  entrufled  with  the  government  of  o- 
thers,  fhould  know  how  to  govern  themftlves. 
They  ought  not  to  be  ralh  in  judgment,  and 
much  lefs  in  private  revenge.  They  fhould 
treat  the  accufed  with  refpttt,  and  never  con¬ 
demn  them  without  being  heard.  They  ought 
minutely  to  examine  the  accufers,  and  the  wit- 
neflfes,  and  to  weigh  the  evidence  with  equity. 
They  ought  to  diltrult  every  thing,  that  they 
may  bring  every  thing  to  light.  Your  beha¬ 
viour  has  been  rafh,  and  your  conduct  is  adif- 
grace  to  royalty.  But,  although  I  am  your 
mailer,  I  mull  not  be  your  judge.  There  is 
one  here,  better  informed  and  wifer,  to  whom 
I  leave  the  trial  of  your  caufe,  and  that  of  your 
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Vizier,  and  who  will  pronounce  fenlence  up¬ 
on  it. 

»“  It  is  you  Madam,-”  added  he,  fpeaking  to 
Ravie,  “  who  fhall  be  entrufled  with  this  of¬ 
fice.  The  law  which  you  fludy  continually,  - 
will  fpeak  through  your  mouth.” 

“  Sire,*’  replied  fhe,  “  the  duty  which  you 
impofe  upon  me  is  difficult  to  fulfill.  But  if, 
iu  this  cafe,  the  law  mufl  fpeak,  hear  its  voice 
In  the  divine  Alcoran  :  Every  wilful  murder¬ 
er  mufl  die,  in  the  fame  manner ,  in  which  he 
has  committed  the  crime.  King  Dabdin,  who 
is  now  in  your  Majefly’s  prefence,  murdered’ 
my  father,  his  ancient  and  faithful  fervant ;  - 
and  prefuming  that  I  was  guilty,  lie  devoted 
me  to  death,  without  giving  himfelf  time  for 
rdle&ion  :  in  this  manner,  he  is  liable  to  the 
application  of  the  law.  The  Vizier,  Garadan, 
fought  my  death,  that  he  might  get  rid  of  the 
evidence  of  his  criminal  audacity.  On  his 
flanderous  imputation,  I  was  conduced  to  the 
defert,  and  abandoned  there :  He  mufl  go  thi¬ 
ther  and  take  my  place.  The  protefling  arm 
of  the  Preferver  of  men  guarded  me  from  eve¬ 
ry  danger.  The  favour  of  Mahomet,  and 
your  goodnefs,  Sire,  have  made  innocence  tri¬ 
umph.  He  who  does  good,  fooner  or  later  re¬ 
ceives  his  reward;  but  the  guilty  never  can 
efcape  punifhment.  The  chief  of  King  Dab- 
din’s  eunuchs,  was  only  the  inflrument  of  his 
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matter's  will ;  but  he  hath  rights  to  claim  by 
the  law.  He  was  generous,  and  feeling.  He 
procured  a  change  of  my  fentence  from  death, 
ta  banittijnent;  in  which,  at  the  hazard  of  his 
own  fafety,  he  furniflied  me  with  attiftance, 
and  food,  and  treated  me  with  humanity  and 
companion.  His  heart  was  confcious  of  my 
innocence,  while  it  was  perfected  by  others, 
who  were  more  enlightened.  Thus  have  I 
explained  the  fa£b,  and  the  taw  ;  but  it  be¬ 
comes  not  me  to  pronounce  the  fentence.” 

Kattera,  upon  this  relation,  made  Dabdin  be 
knocked  down,  by  the  blow  of  a  dibour.  Ca- 
radan  was  abandoned  in  the  defert ;  and  the 
chief  of  the  eunuchs  received  the  title  of  Prince. 
He  was  dignified,  by  an  order  created  on  his 
account,  on  which  this  infcriptioA  was  written: 
Yo  the  beneficent  man .  Kindly  treated  by 
the  King  and  Queen,  he  remained  always- 
in  the  palace,  and  enjoyed  there  univer- 
fal  confidence.  IvafTera  was  foon  bled*  d  in  his 
marriage  with  the  amiable  Ravie.  The  peo¬ 
ple  celebrated  the  nuptials,  the  taxes  were  di- 
miniflied,  and  many  charities  were  dittributed 
throughout  all  Perfia.  Some  time  after  this, 
it  was  told,  that  the  unhappy  Caradan  had 
been  devoured  by  wild  beafts. 

After  the  recital  of  this  hiftory,  Aladin 
paufed  a  moment.  Then,  ftill  addrelling  Bo- 
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helzad,  “  Sire,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  your  Ma-- 
jefty  hath  juft  now  feen,  in  the  hiftory  of  Ravie, 
the  refigntd,  the  juft  retribution  of  rewards 
and  punilhments ;  the  need  a  King  has  to  fuf- 
pend  his  judgment,  before  pronouncing  the 
fentence  of  death  ;  and  the  impoflibility  even  of 
tranfgrefiing,  in  this  cafe,  by  an  excefs  of 
prudence.  Now,  Sire,  Aladin  waits  your  or¬ 
ders  in  filence,  and  fubmits  his  head,  with  re- 
fpe&,  to  the  ftroke  which  threatens  it.” 

The  Monarch,  always  more  ftiaken  in'  his 
refolution,  and  unwilling  to  hazard  any  things 
without  the  moft  mature  deliberation,  once 
more  deferred,  till  to-morrow,  the  puniflnnent 
of  the  fuppofed  criminal,  who  was  led  back  to 
prifen. 

The  ten  Viziers,  afraid  leaft  their  vi&im 
ftiould  efcape,  aflembled  again  next  day,  and 
fent  three  of  their  number  in  a  deputation  to 
the  King,  to  ftrike  the  laft  blow  againft  the 
young  Aladin.  They  allured  Bohetzad,  that 
the  dangerous  confequences  of  his  clemency  - 
were  already  felt.  “  Every  day,”  faid  they, 
u  ordinary  juftice  is  engaged  in  checking  the 
audacious  crimes  of  your  fubje&s,  againft  the'- 
fan&ity  of  marriage.  Prevaricating  criminals 
have  the  boldnefs  to  defend  themfelves,  by  the 
example  that  is  before  their  eyes ;  and  the  de¬ 
lays  which  arife  from  your  Majefty  in  this  af¬ 
fair,  are  as  many  pretences  which  they  alledge 
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in  their  juftification.  We  conjure  you,  Sire, 
•to  put  an  end  to  this  licentioufnefs,  which  your 
minifters  will  foon  be  unable  to  rcftrain.”  Bo- 
jietzad,  afhamed  of  his  too  great  indulgence, 
made  the  fuperintendant  be  brought  before 
him.  “  Thou  appeared:  at  length,”  faid  he 
to  him,  “  for  the  laft  time,  on  the  fcaffold, 
which  thou  art  about  to  ftain  with  thy  blood. 
The  crime  which  thou  haft  committed  allows 
me  no  reft.  The  too  long  fufpenfion  of  the 
Xword  of  the  law,  draws  along  with  it,  an  ex¬ 
ample  fatal  to  my  fubje&s.  Every  voice  is 
united  againft  thee,  and  notone  juftifies  thee.” 
“  Men  purfue  me,”  interrupted  the  undaunted 
Aladin ;  “  I  am  the  obje&  of  hatred  and  dander. 
But  if  the  Eternal  and  his  Prophet  are  for  me, 
I  have  nothing  in  this  world  to  fear.  Heaven 
protefts  my  innocence,  and  the  fword  cannot 
deprive  me  of  it.  It  will  always  fliine  upon 
my  forehead,  even  when  it  {hall  be  feparated 
from  my  ti*iy.  My  confidence  is  in  God. 
I  expedl  every  thing  from  him,  as  King  Baz- 
mant  at  length  did,  after  the  reverfes  he  ex¬ 
perienced. 


Hiflory  of  Sazmanty  or  the  Confident, 
This  Sovereign,  too  much  adaifled  to  the 
pleafures  of  the  table,  was  giving  himfelf  up 
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one  day,  to  the  immoderate  enjoyment  of  a 
fumptuous  feaft,  when  his  Vizier  came  to  in¬ 
form  him,  that  the  enemy  were  coming  to  be- 
liege  his  capital. 

“  Have  not  I,”  replied  he,  * 1  excellent  gene-' 
rals,  and  good  troops?  Let  them  take  care 
of  every  thing,  and  beware  of  difturbing  my 
pleafures.”  “  I  will  obey,  Sire,”  replied  the 
Vizier ;  u  but  remember,  that  the  Almighty 
difpofes  of  thrones,  and  that  if  you  invoke  not 
his  aid,  your  riohes  and  power  will  not  fupport 
you  on  yours.” 

Difregarding  this  wife  counfel,  Bazmant  fell 
afleep  in  the  arms  of  fenfuality,  and  when  he 
awoke,  v/as  obliged  to  take  to  flight,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  bravery  of  his  foldiers.  The  ene¬ 
my,  by  their  a&ivity,  and  attention,  had  be¬ 
come  mailers  of  the  city. 

The  fugitive  King  withdrew  to  one  of  hi? 
allies,  his  father-in-law,  and  friend,  who  grant¬ 
ed  him  a  powerful  army,  with  w*kich  he  hop¬ 
ed,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  re-enter  his  dominions,  • 
and  take  vengeance  on  his  enemy.  Full  of 
confidence  in  this  affiftance,  he  marched  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,  and  advanced  towards  the 
capital  which  he  had  loft.  But  vi£tory  again 
declared  in  favour  of  the  ufurper.  His  army 
was  routed,  and  he  himfelf  owed  his  fafety  to 
the  fwiftnefs  and  vigour  of  his  horfe,  which, 
purfued  by  the  enemy,  crofted  an  arm  of  the 
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fea,  which  lay  in  his  way,  and  foon  landed  him 
on  the  oppofite  fhore. 

Not  far  from  the  fhore,  was  fituated  a  forti¬ 
fied  city,  called  Keraflin,  at  that  time  under 
the  dominion  of  King  Abadid.  Bazmant  went 
to  it,  and  demailded  an  afylum  in  the  hofpital, 
deftined  for  the  reception  of  poor  flrangers. 
He  learned,  that  King  Abadid  refided  in  Me- 
dinet-Ilahid,  the  capital  of  the  kingdom ;  he  took 
the  road  to  it,  arrived  there,  and  demanded  an 
audience  of  the  Sovereign,  which  was  immedi¬ 
ately  granted.  His  external  appearance  prejudi¬ 
ced  the  Monarch  in  his  favour  ;  and  he  alked 
him  concerning  his  rank,  his  country,  and  the 
motives  which  had  brought  him  to  Medinet- 
Ilahid. 

“  1  was,”  replied  he,  “  a  diftinguifhed  offi¬ 
cer,  in  the  court  of'King  Bazmant,  to  whom  I 
was  greatly  attached.  There  is  great  proba¬ 
bility,  that  this  unfortunate  Prince  fell,  in  the 
laft  engagement,  which  he  had  with  the  ufur- 
per  of  his  kingdom,  whom  I  was  prevented 
from  joining,  both  by  my  duty  and  my  grati¬ 
tude;  and  as  it  became  neceflary  for  me  to 
choofe  a  mailer,  I  am  come  to  make  a  voluntary 
offer  of  my  perfon  and  fervices  to  your  Majefty. 

Abadid,  full  of  prudence  and  penetration, 
conceived  a  favourable  opinion  o£  the  ftranger, 
who  had  furrendered  himfelf  to  him  with  f<» 
much  opennefs.  He  loaded  him  with  prefents, 
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pnd  affigned  him  a  diftinguiftied  rank  among 
his  officers.  Bazmant  might  have  been  proud 
.of  his  new  fituation,  could  he  have  banifhed 
-from  his  memory,  the  fortune  he  had  once  en¬ 
joyed,  and  had  he  not  been  'ftill  wholly  oc¬ 
cupied  with  the  lofs  of  his  kingdom. 

A  neighbouring  power,  at  that  time,  threat¬ 
ened  Abadid  with  an  invafion  of  his  domi¬ 
nions.  This  Sovereign  put  himfelf  in  a  pof- 
ture  of  defence,  and  took  every  neceflary  pre¬ 
caution  to  repel  his  enemy.  He  himfelf  took 
.arms,  and  left  his  capital,  at  the  head  of  a 
formidable  army.  Bazmant  had  the  command 
of  the  van.  The  battle  was  foon  begun,  dur¬ 
ing  which,  Abadid  and  Bazmant  conducted 
themfelves  like  experienced  chiefs,  and  were 
fliftinguifhed  by  remarkable  feats  of  cou¬ 
rage  and  intrepidity,  f^ne  enemy  was  en¬ 
tirely  defeated  and  repulfed.  Bazmant  ex- 
.tolled  to  the  Ikies,  the  mighty  deeds  and  wife 
plans  of  Abadid*  “  Sire,”  faid  he  to  him, 
with  an  army  fo  well  difcipfined,  and  fo 
much  good  conduct,  you  might  eafily  humble 
the  moft  formidable  nations.?’  “  You  are 
.miftaken,”  replied  the  wife  Monarch  ;  “  with¬ 
out  the  affiftance  of  God,  I  could  not  refid  the 
moft  feeble  atoms  in  the  creation.  It  is  by 
trufting  in  him  alone,  that  we  have  the  power 
*of  difplaying  our  troops  with  advantage,  of 
^dire&ing  our  plans  with  wifdom,  and  of  pre- 
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fcrvHig*  that  prefence  of  mind,  which  is  th« 
guide  of  all  our  operations.  If  1  had  not  had 
tecourfe  to  him,  the  greateft  force  would  have 
Vanilhed  in  my  hands.” 

“  1  am  convinced  of  it,”  replied  Bazmant, 
tl  and  the  misfortunes  which  I  have  experien¬ 
ced  are  a  proof  of  it.  A  falfe  prudenec  hath 
induced  me  to  conceal  my  name,  and  my  mif- 
fortunes  :  But  your  virtues  forcibly  draw  the 
fecret  from  me.  You  fee  before  you,  the  un¬ 
happy  Bazmant,  whom,  too  much  confidence 
in,  his  own  troops,  could  not  preferve  upon 
the  throne.” 

Upon  this  confefiton,  Abadid,  feized  with 
aftonifhment,  wilhed  to  make  an  apology  to 
Bazmant,  for  the  reception  he  had  given  him. 

M  IIow  could  you  know  me,”  replied  the  de¬ 
throned  Prince,  “  fince  fhame  and  confufion 
obliged  pae  to  be  filent  ?  Could  you  read  upon 
my  forehead,  a  chara&er  which  the  juftice  of 
heaven  had  effaced  ?  Great  King,”  added  he, 
embracing  him,  “  1  owe  to  your  generofity,  a 
full  account  of  my  faults  ;  lend  me  your  at* 
tention.”  At  thefc  words,  Bazmant  related  his 
hiftory. 

“  My  dear  brother,”  faid  Abadid  to  him,, 
after  having  heard  it,  “  ceafe  to  humblo 
yourfelf  before  a  plan,  brought  up  in  your  ve¬ 
ry  principles,  and  corre&ed,  at  laft,  by  a  fe- 
ries  of  misfortunes  fimilar  to  yours.  I  liavo 
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not  been  wifer  than  you.  It  appears  that  we 
muff  be  ioftru&ed  by  mifery  !  Formerly  L 
put  my  confidence  in  my  troops,  and  my  own 
abilities;  and  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army, 
I  was  conquered  by.  an  enemy,  who  had  no¬ 
thing  to  oppofe  to  me,  but  a  handful  of  mem 
Forced  to  take  to  flight,  I  retired  to  the  moun¬ 
tains,  with  fifty  men,  who  would  not  abandon 
me.  Providence  made  me  fall  in  with  a  Der~. 
vife  in  his  hermitage,  where  he  was  wholly 
devoted  to  the  exercife  and  duties  of  religion. 
He  fhewed  me  the  caufe  of  my  misfortunes, 
and  told  me,  that  the  enemy  had  put  his  trull 
in  God  alone,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  flrike 
me  with  unerring  blows :  While  I,  depend¬ 
ing  upon  the  effort  of  my  fpear,  and  the  thick- 
liefs  of  my  battalions,  and  full  of  audacious 
pride,  negle&ed  my  duty,  and  gave  no  order, 
which  did  not  lead  to  an  error.  “  Put,”  faid 
he  to  me,  “  your  confidence  in  him,  who  di¬ 
rects  every  thing  here  below ;  and  if  his  arm 
is  engaged  in  your  behalf,  fifty  men  will  be 
ftifficient'  to  regain  your  kingdom.”  Thefe 
difeourfes  of  the  fage,  made  a  flrong  im- 
preffion  upon  me ;  I  raifed  my  eyes  on  high, 
and,  full  df  a  falutary  confidence,  I  returned  to 
my  capital.  Profperity  had  blinded  my  ene¬ 
my  :  He  had  forgotten,  in  the  lap  of  pleafure, 
the  wife  maxims  to  which  he  tvas  indebted  for 
his  victory.  Every  thing  feemed  quiet  in  his 
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dominions.  He  believed  himfelf  fecure  in  the 
pofleffion  of  them,  and  neglected  the  mainte-f 
nance  of  his  troops.  I  arrived  unawares  a& 
the  beginning  of  the  night.  I  ran  to  the  pa-' 
lace  with  my  fmall  party,  which  curiofity  had* 
however  encreafed.  This  croud  became  a  for-' 
midable  army  within  the  palace  ;  difmay  and* 
terror  marched  in  its  train.  The  ufurper  had 
juft  time  to  make  his  efcape,  and  avoid  the' 
danger  which  furrounded  him.  And  the  next 
day  beheld  me  re-eftablilhed  on  my  throne, 
and  in  the  undifturbed  pofleffion  of  my  king¬ 
dom.4’ 

The  recital  of  Abadid’s  adventures  com¬ 
pletely  changed  the  heart  of  Bazmant.  “  You- 
have,”  faid  this  Prince  to  him,  “  infpired  me 
with  a  confidence,  equal  to  that  which  animated' 
you,  and  henceforward  I  will  place  it  no¬ 
where  elfe.  God  alone,  and  his  Great  Pro¬ 
phet,  are  able  to  reftore  me  my  crown  ;  and  in 
order  to  regain  it,  I  will  follow  the  fame  method 
which  you  did.”  At  thefe  words,  he  took  leave 
of  Abadid,  and  haftened  into  a  defert,  through' 
which  he  was  obliged  to  pafs,  in  order  to  reach 
his  dominions.  Guided  by  the  confidence, 
which  he  bad  placed  in  the  Sovereign  Ruler  of" 
the  fates,  and  imploring  his  fupport  by  prayer, 
he  gained  the  fummit  of  a  mountain.  He  was 
opprefled  with  fatigue,  and  having  fallen 
afteep,  he  faw  a  vifion  in  a  dream. 
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He  thought  he  heard  a  voice  fay  t6  him, 

•*  Bazmant,  God  has  heard  thy  prayers  :  He 
accepts  thy  penitence,  and  thou  mayft  march, 
without  fear,  whither  thou  intended.”  This 
Prince  believed  he  had  heard  his  guardian  angel, 
and  haftened  his  journey  towards  the  capital 
of  his  kingdom.  Scarcely  had  he  reached  the 
frontiers,  when  he  met"  a  party  of  thofe  who 
had  been  mod  faithful  to  him.  They  lived  . 
Under  a  tent,  ready  to  feek  another  afylum,  on 
the  lead  indance  of  tyranny  in  the  ufurper. 
Without  making  himfelf  known,  he  enter¬ 
ed  into  converfation,  and  told  them,  -that 
he  was  travelling  to  the  capital.  They 
endeavoured  to  divert  him  from  his  defign. 
They  deferibed  the  avenues  to  the  city  as  ex* 
trt/aely  dangerous.  They  told  him,  that  fuf- 
picion  and  fear  were  upon  the  throne  ;  that 
drangers  who  approached  it  were  believed  to 
be  emifiaries  of  Bazmant,  and  were,  without' 
didin&ion,  beheaded  by  order  of  the  tyrant. 
“  He  makes  the  old  King  be  regretted  then  ?” 
enquired  the  Prince,  certain  that  they  could 
not  kJnow  him.  “  Alas  !”  replied  they,  “  would 
to  God  our  worthy  Monarch  were  here  !  He 
would  find  a  fafe  afylum  in  the  hearts  of  all 
his  fubje&s,  and  an  hundred  thoufand  arms  to 
avenge  him.  The  mondex  who  has  dethroned 
him,  confiding  in  his  forces,  facrifices  every 
thing  to  his  unbridled  defires  5  and  frees  him¬ 
felf, 
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felf,  by  the  fvvord,  of  his  flighted;  alarms.  44  He 
is  in  the  wrong,”  replied  Bazmant,  44  to  truft 
wholly  in  his  army ;  the  true  fupport  of 
Kings  is  the  favour  of  heaven.  As  for  me, 
who  have  come  here  with  no  other  inten¬ 
tion  than  to  acquire  knowledge  by  travelling, 
knowing  that  no  one  can  injure  me,  while  I 
have  the  divine  protection,  I  will,  without  fear, 
approach  the  place,  which  the  vain  precautions 
of  your  mafter  have  made  to  be  looked  upon 
as  fo  dangerous.”  44  We  conjure  you  not  to  do 
this,”  replied  thefe  worthy  people,'44  in  a  feeling 
tone  5  do  not  give  us  another  misfortune  to  be¬ 
wail.  Since  you  are  a  good  Muffulman,  wait 
patiently,  till  the  divine  jufticc  ftiall  have 
ftruck  this  tyrant ;  the  time  is  not  far  diftant, 
for  the  meafure  of  his  iniquity  is  full.  And 
fhould  the  arm  of  man  delay  to  ftrike,  the 
pillars  of  his  palace  will  fall  upon  him.”  At 
thefe  words,  Bazmant  felt  his  hopes  revive. 
He  laid  afide  all  difguife,  and  declared  that  he 
was  the  Monarch  whom  they  wifhed  to  return. 
At  that  inftant,  his  faithful  fubje&s,  exiled  on 
his  account,  fell  at  his  feet.  They  killed  his 
hands,  and  nfbiftened  them  with  their  tears. 
A  part  of  the  knights  who  were  there,  devoted 
thcmfelves  as  his  life-guard.  The  reft  fpread 
all  around,  to  anounce  this  happy  return,  and  ap¬ 
point  a  place  of  rendezvous.  A  formidable  army 
was  foon  in  a  condition  to  advance  to  the  ca¬ 
pital,  the  tyrant  was  overthrown,  and  Bazmant 
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fumed  the  reigns  of  government,  amidft  the  ac¬ 
clamations  of  all  his  people. 

At  the  end  of  this  hiftory,  Aladin  ftill  ven¬ 
tured  to  add  fome  reflexions  of  his  own.  “  You 
fee,’’  faid  he  to  Bohetzad,  “  how  Bazmant  re- 
afcended  his  throne,  without  any  other  affift- 
ance,  than  that  of  heaven.  My  true  throne, 
Sire,  is  my  innocence ;  and,  as  if  infpired  from 
above,  T  have  a  fixed  belief,  that  I  will  yet  be 
re-eftablifhed  on  it,  and  triumph  over  mine 
enemies.” 

As  the  young  minifter  mingled  fage  truths 
with  die  recital  of  his  ftories,  the  Sovereign, 
who  haddiflened  to  him,  felt  his  anger  relent. 
He  again  ordered  the  punifhment  to  be  defer¬ 
red,  and  the  criminal  was  carried  back  to  pri- 
fon. 

It  belonged  to  the  feventh  Vizier,  next  day 
to  diffufe  in  the  mind  of  the  King,  the  poifon  of 
thofe  perfidious  infinuations  which  had  hither¬ 
to  been  fo  unfuccefsful.  He  accordingly  arrived 
well  prepared.  He  brought  with  him  fedi- 
tious  libels,  arid  a  lift  of  diforders,  which, 
he  faid,  the  violation  of  a  law,  that  was- refu¬ 
sed  to  be  put  in  execution,  had  occafioned,  in 
leaving  unpunifhed  a  crime  which  every  thing 
feemed  to  prove,  and  which  appeared  in  fo  ob¬ 
vious  a  manner. 
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Tliefe  reports,  which  feemed  to  be  di&ated. 
by  difintereftednefs  and  fidelity,  again  inflamed 
Bohetzad.  He  refumed  his .  lirft  refolutions, 
and  fent  for  the  criminal  to  his  prefence.  “  I 
have  hefitated  too  long,”  faid  he  ;  “■  thy  death, 
is  effential  to  the  fafety  of  my  kingdom,  and 
thou  canft  no  more  hope,  either  for  delay  or 
mercy.” 

“  Sire,”  faid  Aladin,  u  every  fault  deferves 
pardon.  I  have  committed  one,  in  indulging 
myfelf  in  a  drink  which  I  did  not  know,  and 
which  deprived  me,  for  a  moment,  of  reafon. 
But  I  have  a  right  to  obtain  your  Majefty’s 
pardon.  I  am  incapable  of  the  crime,  of  which 
I  am  accufed.  Sovereigns,  Sire,  have  a  noble 
right,  which  they  derive  from  heaven*;  it  is  that 
of  exerciflng  mercy,  when  it  is  proper.  Let  us 
fuppofe,  that  after  a  little  delay,  and  deliberate 
examination,  you  had  fnatched  an  innocent 
perfon  from  punifliment,  would  not  your  Ma- 
jcfly  have  done,  an  aftion  fomething  like  that 
of  railing  him  from  the  dead  ?  An  a&ion  may 
often  appear  agreeable  to  ftrift  juft  ice,  while 
in  reality  it  is  only  the  efle<ft  of  lawlefs  tyran¬ 
ny.  And  what*  glory  is  there  not,  even  in 
pardoning  an  offence  ?  He  who  is  capable  of 
doing  this,  will,  like  Baharkan,  fotner  or  lat¬ 
ter  receive  his  reward.”  Aladin  perceiving 
Bohetzad  inclined  to  liften  to  him,  proceeded 
thus  in  the  explanation  of  what  he  had  advanced. 
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Hijlory  of  Baharkan . 

Baharkan  was  an  intemperate  Prince.  He 
Sacrificed  every  thing  to  his  paffions ;  and  in  or¬ 
der  to  gratify  them,  he  boldly  plunged  into  the 
greatcfl  excefs  of  tyranny.  He  never  pardon¬ 
ed  even  the  appearance  of  a  crime  ;  fo  that  in¬ 
voluntary  faults  were  puniffied  no  lefs  than  a- 
vowed  tranfgreffions. 

Being  one  day  at  the  chace,  one  of  his  officers 
inadvertently  let  fly  from  his  bow  an  arrow,, 
which  he  was  holding  prepared.  It  ftruck  tht* 
ear  of  the  King,  rmd  unfortunately  carried  it 
off.  Baharkan,  in  his  fury,  ordered  the  offend¬ 
er  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  his  head  to. 
be  ftruck  off.  As  foon  as  the  unhappy  young, 
man  was  in  his  prefence,  having  beard  the  fen- 
tence  of  death  pronounced  by  the  Monarch,  he. 
ipoke  to  him  thus. 

“  Sire,  the  fault  I  have  committed  was  un¬ 
premeditated  on  my  part ;  it  was  the  effeft  of 
the  fatality  of  the  liars.  I  throw  myfelf  on 
your  clemency.  I  implore  your  pardon.  It 
will  be  meritorious  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
approved  of  by  men.  In  the  name  of  the  heaven¬ 
ly  power,  which  hath  put  the  feeptre  into  your 
hands*  I  intreat  for  pardon,  and  your  Majefty 
will  one  day  receive  your  reward.”  This 
prayer  foftened  the  unrelenting  heart  of  the 

King,- 
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'King,  and,  contrary  to  the  general  expectation, 
The  young  officer  obtained  his  pardon. 

His  name  was  Tirkan.  This  Prince  had 
•fled  from  his  father’s  court,  in  order  to  efcape 
the  puniffiment  of  a  fault  which  he  had  com¬ 
mitted.  After  having  wandered  unknown 
from  kingdom  to  kingdom,  he  had  at  length 
fettled  at  the  court  of  Baharkan,  where  he  ob- 
-tainedemployment.  He  Hill  remained  there  for 
fometime  after  the  accident  which  had  befallen 
•him.  But  his  father,  having  difcovered  thb 
place  of  his  retreat,  fent  him  his  pardon,  and 
ndvifed  him  to  return  to  him.  He  did  this, 
in  fo  affi&ionate  and  paternal  terms,  that  Tir¬ 
kan,  trufting  in  his  father’s  goodnefs,  immedi¬ 
ately  departed.  His  hopes  were  not  deceived, 
and  he  was  re-eftabliffied  in  all  his  rights. 

King  Baharkan,  defiring  one  day  to  amufc 
himfelf  with  gearl-fifhing,  fitted  out  a  veffel,  on 
which  he  went  on  board,  with  a  defign  to  coaii 
along  the  ffiores  of  his  kingdom,  in  fearch  of 
pearls.  An  unexpected  florin  foon  drove  the 
{hip  into  the  open  fea.  It  became  the  fport  of 
the  winds  and  the  waves  :  And,  {tripped  of  all 
its  rigging,  it  foon  ran  aground  on  an  unknown 
ffiore,  and  was  daffied  to  pieces  againft  the  rocks 
which  furroundedit.  The  whole  crewperiffi- 
ed ;  and  Baharkan  alone  was  faved  from 
ihip wreck,  by  a  plank,  which  he  had  had  the 
.good  fortune  to  lay  hold  of.  Fortunately,  he 

landed 
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landed  On  the  dominions  of  the  Monarch, 
whofe  fon  had  fliot  away  his  ear,  and  whom 
-he  had  pardoned  this  involuntary  fault.  Night 
began  to  defcend,  when  Baharkan  landed.  Ho 
wanted  neither  courage  nor  vigour,  and  there¬ 
fore  took  the  firft  road  that  presented  itfelf, 
which  led  to  a  large  fortified  city.  But  as  the 
gates  had  juft  been  {hut,  he  was  forced  to  wait 
without  till  next  day,  and  to  pafs  the  night 
in  a  neighbouring  church-yard. 

Day  began  to  appear,  and  the  gates  were 
opened.  The  firft  perfons  who  came  from  the 
city,  found,  at  the  gate  of  the  church-yard,  a 
man  who  had  been  murdered.  Baharkan  was 
coming  out  of  it  at  the  fame  time.  The  efforts  he 
had  made  in  the  evening  to  reach  the  coaft  with 
his  plank,  had  given  him  fome  flight  wounds, 
from  which  the  blood  was  ftill  trickling. 
This  proof  appeared  fufticient  in  the  eyes  of 
the  by-ftanders  ;  he  was  taken  for  the  murder¬ 
er,  and  carried  to  prifon. 

There,  this  unfortunate  Prince,  left  to  his 
own  reflexions,  thus  faidto  himfelf ;  “  Heaven 
chaftifes  thee  Baharkan  !  Thou  waft  cruel, 
vincHXive,  and  inexorable.  With  thee,  hu¬ 
manity  had  no  value.  Thou  facrificedft  thy 
brethren  on  the  flighted;  fnfpicion.  Behold 
thyfelf  now,  on  a  lfevel  with  the  vileft  of  mor¬ 
tals.  Thou  haft  met  with  no  more  than  thy 
defert !”  As  he  rendered  this  terrible  juftice 
1  to 
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"to  himfelf,  he  perceived,  in  the  air,  a  vulture, 
which  hovered  above  the  prifon,  in  the  court 
of  which  he  was  walking.  He  inftin&ively 
took  adlint,  and  threw  it,  with  great  force,  at 
the  bird,  which  avoided  the  ftroke ;  but,  in 
falling,  the  {lone  accidentally  ftrijck  the  fame 
Prince  Tirkan,  who  formerly  had  carried  off 
his  ear  by  the  ftroke  of  an  arrow.  It  wounded 
him  exaftly  On  the  ear,  but  not  fo  feverely  as 
Baharkan  had  been.  Pain  forced  a  cry  from 
the  young  Prince,  which  brought  all  his  cour¬ 
tiers  around  him.  Surgeons  were  fent  for, 
who  foon  cured  this  flight  wound. 

The  King  ordered  a  fcarch  to  be  made,  in 
order  to  difcover  the  perfon,  who  had  thrown 
the  ftone.  Baharkan  was  accufed  by  his  fel- 
low-prifoners  of  picking  up  and  throwing  it. 
He  was  brought  before  the  Monarch,  Vho 
condemned  him  to  lofe  his  head,  fince,  befides 
this,  he  believed  him  to  be  the  murderer  of  the 
man,  who  had  been  found  aflaflinated  near  the 
church-yard.  The  executioner  of  juftice  had 
already  taken  off  the  turban,  which  covered 
him,  and  was  drawing  the  fword  from  its  fcab- 
bard,  when  the  King,  examining  attentively 
the  head  which  had  juft  been  uncovered,  per¬ 
ceived  that  it  wanted  an  ear.  “  It  appears,” 
faid  he  to  the  criminal,  “  thaf  this  is  not  your 
flrft  attempt.  For  what  crime  have  you  been 
already  condemned  to  lofe  an  ear?” 

Vol.  III.  N 
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Baharkan,  having  affumed  a  manly  fpirit 
ISnce  his  misfortunes,  replied  with  boldnefs, 
“  Sire,  if  I  have  committed  crimes,  I  owe  no 
•account  of  them  but  to  heaven.  And  till  it 
fhould  have  determined  to  punifli  me,  human 
^ullice  had  no  right  to  inffid  it.  I  have  been, 
in  one  word,  your  equal.  I  was  a  King.  The 
.ear  which  I  want  was  unfortunately  carried 
off,  by  an  arrow,  which  cfcaped  from  the  bow 
of  one  of  my  officers,  whofe  name  was  Tirkan. 
Impelled  by  the  firft  emotion  of  anger,  I  con¬ 
demned  him  to  death.  He  befought  my  pardon, 
and  obtained  -it.  My  name  is  Baharkan.”— 
Tirkan,  without  giving  him  time  to  finilh,  had 
already  thrown  himfeif  into  his  arms.  He  re- 
■cognifed  at  once  his  ancient  matter,  and  his  de¬ 
liverer.  Baharkan,  far  from  being  punifhed, 
.was  treated  as  a  King,  and  an  unfortunate 
one.  He  related  the  adventure  which  had 
landed  him  in  the  dominions  of  Tirkan’s  fa¬ 
ther.  The  latter  communicated  to  him  his 
own,  ani  efpecially  the  unfortunate  accident 
which  had  wounded  Baharkan.  Recoiled: 
Sire,  added  he,  that  in  folliciting  a  pardon,  I 
ventured  to  promife  you,  from  God,  the  fame 
favour  which  I  expeded  from  you.  Here 
you  have  received  it,  and  in  the  very  fame  cir- 
.cumftances,  through  the  inttrumentality  of 
my  father. 
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After  thefe  difcoveries,  the  two  Sovereigns 
embraced  each  other,  ivith  marks  of  efleem  and 
kindrtefs.  A  fliort  time  after,  Baharkan  re-' 
turned  to  his  kingdom,  in  a  fleet  well  equiped, 
and  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  fifty  thoufand 
men,  commanded  by  Prince  Tirkan. 

“  In  this  manner,”  added  Aladin,  “  Bahar¬ 
kan  was  rewarded,  for  fufFering  himfelf  to  be 
foftened,  -when  he  was  perfonally  offended,- 
Heaven  did  not  confine  its  bleffings  to  his  re¬ 
ceiving  the  fame  treatment  in  a  fimilar  fitua- 
tion,  and  reftoring  him  to  his  fubjc&s  ;  it  more¬ 
over  granted  to  him  every  virtue  requifite  in  a 
good  King  :  And  in  governing  his  fubje&s, 
it  enabled  him  always  to  govern  h?*nfelf.” 

Bohetzad,  fhaken  in  his  refolution  by  this 
difcourfe,  made  the  inftruments  of  death  be' 
again  removed,  and  ordered  the  miniller  to  be 
conducted  back  to  prifon.  He  even  pronoun¬ 
ced  thefe  lad  words  fo  feebly,  that  the  Viziers, 
who  obferved  it,  were  alarmed. 

The  whole  confpiracy,  formed  agninft  Ala-* 
din,  awoke  with  Hill'  greater  force  ;  and  it 
was  determined,  that  the  ten  Viziers  fhould 
go  in  a  body  to  the  King.  Their  danger  would 
become  fo  great,  if  Aladin  fhould  fucceed  in 
juftifying  himfelf,  that  every  dtp  fhould  be  ta-* 
ken  to  dedroy  him.  - 
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The  next  day,  they  all  repaired  to  the  pa¬ 
lace,  and  he,  who  was  poffeffed  of  the  warm- 
eft  eloquence  /poke.  If  the  Monarch  would 
believe  it,  the  wicked  ft ory- teller,  whofe  ta¬ 
lents  were  fpecious,  was  indebted,  for  their 
fnccefs,  to  the  art  of  magic,  in  which  he  w*as. 
well  (killed.  But  he  ought  to  diftruft  an  ill u- 
£on,  which  expofes,  at  once,  the  laws,  re¬ 
ligion,  morals,  the  honour  of  the  throne, 
and  the  public  welfare :  and  un-lefs  he  puniflied 
fo  Ihocking  a  crime,  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
check  diforder.  All  the  other  Viziers  fup- 
ported  this  infidious  harangue.  Each  of  them 
alledged  his  own  difintereftednefs,  his  zeal,  and 
jhis  fidelity^  “  Unbridled  audacity  hath  been  fo 
told,  as  unite  itfelf  with  cunning,  to  polute 
your  Royal  bed,  and  deftroy  a  Queen,  as  virtu¬ 
ous  as  ftie  is  beautiful.  Every  thing  is  in  dan¬ 
ger,  if  this  offence  remains  unpuniftied.” 

Bohctzad  could  not  refill  the  unanimous 
voice  of  fo  many  counfellors.  His  jealoufy 
and  his  anger  awoke,  and  he  ordered  the  cri¬ 
minal  to  be  brought  forth. 

Aladin  appeared  in  chains,  and  the  King, 
perceiving  him,  exclaimed,  “  Let  the  head  of 
this  unhappy  man  be  ftrjuck  off.”  The  ten 
Viziers  feemed  to  haften  to  the  fword  of  the 
executioner,  in  order  to  difpute  with  him  the 
execution  of  his  office.  This  motion  gave  A- 
ladiii  time  to  fpeak. 
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M  Behold,  Sire,  the  eagernefs  of  your  Vi¬ 
ziers  to  bathe  themfelves  in  the  blood  of  in¬ 
nocence.  Juflicd  purfues  the  crime,  but  does 
not  rufh  upon  the  criminal.  Zeal,  like  every 
other  virtue,  fhould  be  moderated.  Stop,  ea¬ 
ger,  and  wicked  men  !  I  am  here  under  the 
juftice  of  the  King,  not  under  yours.  You 
have  no  power  over  my  life.  It  is  facred 
with  refpect  to  you,  who  are  neither  judges 
nor  executioners.  Speak.  Shew  yourfelves 
openly,  fuch  as  you  really  are.  I  have  offend¬ 
ed  you,  by  checking  your  rapine.  You  are 
my  enemies,  and  bafe  flanderers.”  “  You  re¬ 
criminate  upon  my  Viziers,”  interrupted  the 
King ;  u  truth  which  flows  from  their  mouth 
confounds  you.”  “  Nothing  from  them  can 
confound  me,”  replied  Aladin  ;  “  not  even  the 
blacknefs  of  their  calumny.  It  is  coeval  with 
their  exigence ;  and  I  fee  it  ilfue  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  their  heart,  fuch  as  hell  has  placed  it 
there.  But  for  thefe,  who  have  reduced  me  to 
the  neceflity  of  this  defence,  I  mud  queftion 
them  in  my  turn.  They  are  all  here,  and  let 
them  anfwTer.  Does  not  the  law  require,  that 
every  accnfer,  or  deponent,  fhould  have  been 
a  witnefs  of  the  crime?  Their  evidence  is 
therefore  obje&ionable  in  this  cafe ;  the  law 
reje&s  it.  It  is  only  the  effeft  of  envy  and 
jealous  rage,  by  which  they  are  devoured. 
Look  at  them,  Sire,  and  at  me.  The  fvvord  is 
N  3  abovt 
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above  uyr  bead,  yet  I  dare  raife  it  up  ;  while 
their  eyes  ftiun  both  yours  and  mine.  Heaven 
fupports  merand  condemns  them  ;  our  fentence 
is  written  on  our  countenance.  Oh  !  great' 
King !  deferring  of  better  minifters,  beware  of 
being  drawn  into  the  guilty  plot  they  have 
contrived  for  you.  Olenfa  repented  all  his 
life,  that  he  had  given  credit  to  the  report  of 
his  minifters  againft  one  of  his  favourites.” 

44  Surely,”  faid  Rohetzad,  4 4  this  man  be. 
comes  extraordinary.  But  ft  ilk  let  us  know 
how  this  Olenfa  repented  of  his.  dtftgns.V 


Hijlory  of  Al alt amant)  or  the  Prudent ? 

«  T„er  e  was  in  Egypt,”  replied  Aladin, 
44  a  man,  whofe  name  was  Abaltamant,  prudent, 
modeft,  wife,  and  extremely  rich.  The  diftrift 
in  which  he  lived,  was  at  that  time  fubjeft  to 
the  government  of  a  tyrannical  Prince.  The 
citizens  endeavoured  to  withdraw  their  lives 
and  their  fortunes,  from  the  vexatious  oppref- 
fion  of  the  defpot,  by  baniftiing  themfelves  from 
his  kingdom.  Abaltamant  was  of  this  num¬ 
ber.  After  having  taken  the  neceffary  pre¬ 
cautions,  to  remove  his  fortune  and  his  family, 
he  took  refuge  in  the  kingdom  of  Olenfa; 

which 
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which  retreat,  he  preferred  on  account  of  the 
reputation  of  this  Monarch'. 

Carrying  cojiliderable  prefen ts,  he  demand¬ 
ed  an  audience  of  this  new  mailer ;  who  was 
foon  prepoilefled  in  favour  of  the  ilranger.  He 
gave  him  ground  to  build  a  houfe,  and  drefled 
him  in  a  very  fine  robe. 

Abaltamant  built  a  palace  fuitable  to  his 
rank.  He  lived  there  magnificently,  and  ad¬ 
mitted  to  his  table  ill  angers,  and  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  diftin&ion  in  the  country.  In  ibort,  he 
conducted  himfelf,  fo  as  to  gain  univerfal  con¬ 
fidence.  The  Monarch  liimfelf  placed  fo  much 
truft  in  him,  that  he  propofcd  to  him  to  enter 
into  his  fervice. 

*  “  Sire,”faid  the  prudent  Abaltamant,  “your 
confidence  does  me  too  much  honour,  and  your 
goodnefs  fills  me  with  gratitude.  My  fortune 
and  my  life  are  in  the  hands  of  your  Majefly ; 
but  if  you  will  permit  me  to  follow  my  incli¬ 
nations,  I  would  befeech  you,  to  priferve  your 
efteem  for  me,  and  at  the  fame  time  fuffer  me 
to  end  my  days  in  repofe,  and  far  from  the 
buftle  of  a  court.  I  have  no  ambition.  The 
favour  of  your  Majefly  would  fcarcely  defend 
me  with  its.  fhade,  when  a  thoufand  envious 
and  jealous  courtiers  will  feek  to  remove  it, 
do  me  many  undeferved  wrongs,  and  rob  me 
of  your  Majdly’s  good  opinion.”  “Have  no 
fear  in  that  refpeft,”  replied  Olenfa  j  “I  have 

learned 
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learned  to  know  a  court.  I  am  known  to  Ber 
on  my  guard  againft  intrigues,  and  the  con¬ 
trivers  of  them.  Sacrifice  your  repofe  to  that 
of  the  throne,  and  of  my  people.  I  will  an- 
fwer  for  your  life.” 

Abaltamant  was  perfuaded  ;  and  in  a  Ihort 
time  his  conduct  and  wife  counfels,  completely 
acquired  him  the  confidence  of  the  Sovereign, 
who  had  placed  him  near  himfelf.  He  was 
appointed  Vizier,  and  the  management  of  the 
moft  important  afiairs  of  the  ftate,  was  entruft- 
ed  to  his  hands.  His  colleagues  became  in 
every  thing  his'  inferiors,  fo  that  they  were  not 
long  in  teflifying  their  jealoufy4.  They  con- 
fpircd  to  ruin  fo  dangerous  a  rival.  And, 
when  they  could  not  fucceed,  by  evil  reports  of 
him,  they  determined  to  employ  praife3,  and 
flattery. 

The  Monarch’s  greatefl  failing  was  a  vio¬ 
lent  inclination  towards  women.  He  was 
eafily  inflamed.  That,  which  in  others  was 
only  the  Ample  d  fire  of  the  moment,  became 
in  him  an  exceflive  pafiion. 

One  of  the  Viziers  produced  at  court  a  pairi- 
ter,  who  had  a  curious  colle&ion  of  the  moft 
remarkable  beauties  of  Alia,  which  his  own  ta¬ 
lents  had  enabled  him  to  procure.  The  King 
exprefled  a  defire  to  fee  them,  and  of  his  own 
accord,  fell  into  the  fnare  which  had  been  laid 
for  him. 


Among 
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Ajnong  all  thefe  fine  paintings,  the  rnoft  re¬ 
markable  was-the  portrait  of  a  Princefs,  who 
furpalfedallthereftin  beauty,  fo  that  the  atten* 
lion  was  iiillantly  directed  to  her.  The  King 
alked  the  name  of  this  ravifhing  beauty,  and 
was  told  it  by  fhe  painter  j  who  allured  him  at 
the  fame  time,  that  his  pencil  had  given  but  a 
very  imperfeft  reprefen tation  of  her  charms, 
which  were  beyond  all  exprefiion.  “The  King 
her  father,”  added  he,  “more  vain  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter’s  beauty,  than  of  his  own  crown,  is  proud  ot 
nothing  but  of  having  been  the  author  of  her 
life.  If  any  one  ventures  to  demand  her  in  mar¬ 
riage,  he  looks  upon  it  as  an  infult,  and  orders 
the  ambafladors  to  be  beheaded,  who  are  bold 
enough  to  make  fuch  a  propofal  to  him.  Am- 
bafiadors  have  arrived  from  Tauris  even  to 
Sumerkand  ;  and  their  heads,  expofed  at  the 
gates  of  the  capital,  call:  difmay  and  terror 
on  the  mefiengers  who  ftill  come  from  every 
quarter. 

This  account  of  the  painter,  far  from  calm¬ 
ing  the  ardent  defires  of  Oloitfa,  feemed  to  in¬ 
flame  his  paflion,  and  excite  his  curiofity.  Had 
be  been  lefs  attached  to  his  people,  he  would 
have  undertaken  this  embafly  in  perfon ;  but  he 
might  hope  to  find  fome  one  in  his  court,  who, 
to  gratify  him,  would  venture  on  this  danger¬ 
ous  undertaking. 


Each 
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Each  courtier,  without  a£hially  teflifyinghnr 
fear,  excufed  himfelf,  on  the  footing  of  his  in¬ 
ability.  The  Viziers  in  concert  reprefentetf 
the  matler  to  the  King*  in  a  political  point  of 
view.  “  A  man,”  faid  they,  “  has  too  much 
good  fortune,  in  finding  an'  opportunity  t a 
hazard  his  life  for  the  glory  of  his  Sovereign* 
But  if  he  fails  in  his  enterprife,  the  Sovereign 
fuffers,  in  the  perfon  of  his  minifler,  an  affront,- 
which  the  diftance  'from  his  kingdom  renders 
it  impoflible  to  revenge.”  “  I  anl  perfuaded,”* 
faid  the  Monarch,  “  that  Abaltamant  would 
fave  his  life,  and  the  glory  of  his  Sovereign^ 
and  carry  off  the  Princefs.”  “  Sire,”  replied 
they,  “  the  life  of  Abaltamant  is  as  dear  to 
us,  as  it  is  to  your  Majefty,  and  to  your  people 
he  is  the  guide  of  our  counfels,  and  we  would 
lee  him  depart  with  regret ;  but  if  his  talents 
can  extort  the  admiration  of  envy  itfelf,  We, 
wholovehim,  cannot  but  confefs,  that  none  ever 
poffeffed,  in  fo  high  a  degree,  the  art  of  giving* 
force  to  his  advice.  Perfuafion  flows  from  his 
lips.  And  when  one  has  yielded  to  him,  it 
always  obvious  that  it  was  to  the  ftrength  of 
his  reafoning,  and  not  to  any  art  intended  to 
miflead.  We  do  not  imagine  that  the  fove- 
reign  of  Cochin-China,  whofe  daughter  yoa‘ 
wifh  to  efpoufe,  can,  more  than  nny  other,  re-- 
fill  him,  efpecially  when  the  bufinefs  concerns' 
an  alliance  fo  honourable  to  himfelf.” 


Thefc 
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'Thefe  artful  difcourfes  completely  determin¬ 
ed  Olenfa  to  charge  Abaltamant  with  this 
dangerous  commilEon.  This  wife  favourite, 
completely  penetrating  the  dangerous  motives 
of  this  plot  of  the  Viziers,  conlidered  himfelf 
as  honoured  by  this  new  inflance  of  his  maf- 
ter’s  confidence,  and  hoped,  at  .the  fame  time,  to 
conduct  himfelf  fo,  as  not  to  draw  upon  him- 
ielf,  the  barbarous  treatment,  which  all  the  for¬ 
mer  meflengers  had  experienced. 

Every  thing  was  now  ready  for  his  depar¬ 
ture.  He  had  taken  care  that  every  thing  in 
his  equipage  fhould  anounce  the  wealth,  the 
wifdom,  and  the  glory,  of  the  Sovereign  whom 
he  reprefented.  He  began  his  journey,  and 
caufed  the  troops  obferve  the  ftri&eft  difcipline 
on  the  road. 

Asfoonas  he  entered  the  territories  of  Cochin- 
China,  he  redoubled  his  precautions,  and  con¬ 
ciliated,  by  liberality  and  charity,  the  good  will 
of  the  people,  and  the  efteem  of  the  magiftrates 
.and  comm  viders.  At  length,  he  arrived  in  the 
capital,  where  fame  had  already  preceded 
him. 

When  he  was  admitted  to  his  firft  audience, 
he  refpe&fully  prefented  to  the  King,  his  let¬ 
ters  of  credit,  aud  the  magnificent  prefents 
which  he  brought  along  with  him.  He  re¬ 
ceived  the  molt  flattering  and  diftinguifhed  at¬ 
tention  j  and  after  having  been  clothed  in  & 
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robe  of  the  richeft  fur,  was  conduced  to  a 
palace,  allotted  for  him,  and  all  his  train.  He 
had  been  ordered  to  return  to  the  Monarch  in 
three  days,  in  order  to  receive  his  anfwer. 

The  Princefs  had  been  informed,  by  public 
report,  of  the  objeft  of  this  new  embaffy.  And 
as  he  returned  from  giving  audience,  the  King 
her  father  communicated  it  to  her  ;  and  at  the 
•fame  time  gave  her  to  underftand,  his  intention 
to  examine  feriouily  the  propofals  which  were 
made  to  him.. 

“  Sire,”  faid  the  Princefs  to  him,  “  I  expedt 
from  your  Majefly’s  goodnefs,  the  liberty  of  a 
private  converfation  with  this  ambaflador.  One 
may  ufually  judge  of  a  Sovereign’s  difpofition, 
by  the  choice  which  he  makes  of  his  minifters- 
.Every  body  hitherto  is  full  of  the  praifes  of 
this  Abaltamaiit,  and  youyourfelf  feem  pleafed 
with  him.  Allow  me  time  to  examine, 
whether  his  private  behaviour  deferves  as 
much  praife,  as  that  which  he  difplays  in  the 
public  bufinefs  with  which  he  is  efitrufled.^  I 
referve  it  formyfelf,  to  put  him  to  fome  trials.” 
This  requeft  of  the  Princefs  was  reafonable. 

The  three  days  of  delay  were  elapfed,  and 
Abaltamant  appeared  in  the  King’s  pre fence. 
After  the  ufual  compliments,  he  found  him- 
felf  engaged  to  wait  upon  the  Princefs,  who  de¬ 
manded  to  fpeak  with  him.  The  chief  of  the 
eunuchs  offered  to  condud  him.  Her  apart¬ 
ment 
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-ment  was  at  no  great  diftance.  However,  as 
he  pafled  over  to  it,  the  wife  ambaffador  recol¬ 
lected  himfelf,  and  called  to  jmind  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  the  Egyptian  philofopher,  who,  former¬ 
ly,  fuperintended  his  education.  He  who  keeps 
his  eyes  Jhuty  needs  he  in  no  apprehenjipn  for 
his  fight*  He  who  refrains  the  motion  of  his 
tongue ,  does  not  expofe  himfelf  to  the  cenfure  of 
indifcretion  ;  and  he  who  keeps  his  hands  acrofs 
his  hofom ,  will  not  fee  them  cut  off. 

Scarcely  had  he  fully  recalled  thefe  maxims, 
when  he  found  himfelf  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Princefs.  She  received  him  openly,  ffnd  without 
a  veil,  in  a  limple  drefs,  and  furrounded  by 
(laves  of  her  own  fex,  each  of  whom  had  pre¬ 
tentions  to  beauty  ;  but  they  were  all  eclipfed  by 
the  Princefs.  The  ambaffador,  with  his  hands 
acrofs  his  breaft,  and  with  down-call  eyes, 
modelily  offered  her  his  refpe&ful  homage. 
She  made  him  lit  down,  he  complied,  and  hav¬ 
ing  feated  himfelf  on  a  fopha  at  feme  diltance, 
this  young  beauty  thus  addreffed  him. 

“  What  is  the  object  of  your  embaffy  to  the 
King  my  father?”  “  The  King  my  mailer,” 
replied  Abaltamatit,  “  afpires  to  the  honour  of 
becoming  y Our  hulband,  Madam.  All  his  hap- 
pinefs  depends  upon  his  obtaining  your  hand, 
and  lam  appointed,  to  alk  it,  in  his  name.” 
The  Princefs  call  down  her  eyes,  and  ordered 
fome  remarkable  jewels,  of  w'hich  fhc  would 
Vol.  Ilf,  O  have 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


158 

Jiave  made  him  a  prefent,  to  fparkle  in  the 
eyes  of  the  ambaffador  ;  attentively  observing, 
in  his  looks  and  countenance,  the  efFed  which 
the  fplendor  of  thefe  Hones  Hiould  have  upon 
Jiim.  The  foul  that  is  debafed  by  luft  or  ava- 
jrice,  betrays  its  emotion,  by  a  Angle  movement 
of  the  eye.  All  the  embafladors  who  had 
.come  from  their  Sovereigns  to  court  her  alli¬ 
ance,  had  undergone  the  fame  trial,  and  -were 
«11  dazzled  with  it. 

“I  would  accept  your  prefents,”  faid  he  to 
,the  Prin.cefs,  “  with  refpe£fand  gratitude.  But 
without  the  irteftimable  treafure  at  which  i 
afpire,  for  my  mailer,  they  lhall  not  be  mine. 
Your  heart  and  hand,  Madim,  are  the  only  ob- 
je£ts  of  my  willies,  and  of  the  happinefs  of  O- 
lenfa.  Honour  my  embafly  with  a  favourable 
anfwer,  and  you  will  crown  me  with  felicity.” 

This  refpe&ful  and  wife  anfwer  charmed  the 
Princefs.  “  Obtain,’’  faid  fhe,  “  my  father’s 
confent :  I  wifh  he  may  grant  it.  I  can  explain 
myfelf  no  farther.”  Abaltamant,  quite 
oveijoyed,  could  fcarcely  reflrain  himfclf  from 
exprefling  it.  He  took  leave,  and  withdrew  to 
his  own  apartment. 

The  king  came,  that  fame  evening,  to  vilk 
his  daughter.  4<  We  are  overcome,  my  father,” 
faid  (he  to  him.  “  You  wilh  to  give  me  a  huf- 
band,  who  would  render  me  happy.  Olenfa  muft 
ke  your  choice.  A  Sovereign  without  merit, 

could 
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could  not  have  attached  to  him  a  minifler  like* 
Abaltamant.  He  would  l  ave  b  en  jealous,-  . 
and  never  would  have  bellow. d  on  him  his 
confidence.”  After  this  declaration  of  the 
Princefs,  the  Ring,'  determining  to  make  choice' 
of  Olenfa  for  his  fon-in-law,  wiftud,  however, 
to  have  another  interview  with  his  ambaffa- 
dor,  and,  for  this  purpofe,  invited  him  to  the5 
palace. 

Abaltamant  quickly  repaired  thither ;  and 
the  King  queftioned  him  refpe&ing  the  iffttt, 
which  the  fight  of  his  daughter  had  produced 
upon  him.  • 

41  Sire,”  replied  he,  lt  I  came  not  to  your' 
Majelly’s  court,  to  fee  the  perfon,  whofe  hand' 

I  was  commiffioned  to  demand.  The  King  my 
mailer,  informed  by  fume,  and  the  praifes  of 
the  poets,  who  have  celebrated  her  perfec¬ 
tions,  did  not  require  of  me  to  look  upon  the 
beauty  who  is  the  obje&  of  his  Ipve.  When 
the  Princefs  did  me  the  honour,  to  admit  me 
into  her  prefence,  1  did  not  forget  the  refpefl 
which  was  due  to  the  daughter  of  an  illuflrious 
King,  and  the  future  fpoufe  of  a  powerful  Mo¬ 
narch.  I  recalled  to  my  mind  the  maxims  of 
the  f3ge  Afcailaflin  :  If  you  loch  fcadily  at  tit 
fun ,  fa  id  he,  the  fplendor  of  its  rays  will  dif* 
folve  the  chryfltd  of  your  eyes .  “  But,”  re* 

plied  the  King,  u  (he  made  you  an  offer  of 
feme  prefents  ;  w  hy  did  you  not  accept  of  them  ?” 

Ot  “  Sir©3  - 
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41  Sire,  I  could  not  do  this,  till  my  embafly 
fhould  be  fucCefsful.  Your  Majefty’s  anfwer 
will  throw  light  on  the  conduct  I  ought  to  fol¬ 
low.  If  it  gratifies  the  wifhes  of  the  King  my 
mafler,  I  will  be  able  to  claim  fome  merit  to  my¬ 
felf,  and  will  think  myfelf  not  unworthy  of  the 
favour,  which  has  been  offered  me  with  fo  good 
a  grace.”  44  I  have  always,  till  this  day,”  replied-* 
the  Prince,”  refufed  with  difdain,  to  many 
erowned  heads,  the  blefling  you  are  about  to  carry 
away.  All  the  embaffadors,  whom  they  fent  to 
me,  appeared  prefumptuous,  and  commiflioned 
ky  fools,  who  gave  themfelves  airs  of  affuranctf 
upon  the  pretended  dignity  of  their  chara&er. 
Not  contented  with  having  given  proofs  of 
meannefs  and  lull,  they  forgot  themfelves  fo 
far,  as  to  caff  their  eyes  on  my  daughter.  Their  4 
audacity  enraged  me  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  to 
fecure  myfelf  againft  fimilar  enterprifes,  and 
after*  having  punifhed  them,  I  proclaimed,  by 
a  publick  edidt,  that  he  would  expofe  himfelf 
to  death,  who  fhould  venture  to  come  and  de¬ 
mand  the  hand  of  my  daughter,  in  order  to 
unite  her  to  a  fool,  who  fhould  be  bold  enough 
to  fend  a  minifler,  whofe  impudence,  avarice, 
or  luff  I  fhould  find  it  neceffary  to  check.  The 
choice  which  your  Monarch  has  made  of  you, 
proclaims  fo  loudly  his  wifdora  and  knowledge, 
that  in  refufing  fuch  an  alliance,  I  fhould  look 
upon  myfelf  as  oppofing  my  daughter’s  hap- 
^  pinefs. 
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jrnefs.  I  trail  her  to  you.  Conduft  her  to  her1 
fpoufe.  She  will  arrive  there  loaded  with  my 
favours.  And  you,  Abaltamant,  receive  a. 
token  of  my  efteem,  in  this  necklace  of  eme¬ 
ralds,  which  I  beg  you  to  w*ear,  in  memory  of 
the  friendfliip  which  1  have  vowed  to  the  wife 
minifler  of  the  illuilrious  Olenfa.  May  the  ho¬ 
ly  Prophet  dired  your  fleps.” 

The  King  ordered  achofen  efcort  of  his  own 
guards,  to  accompany  the  Princefs,  who  depart¬ 
ed  with  Abaltamant. 

On  his  return,  the  fortunate  ambafifador  be¬ 
came  more  and  more  the  inilrument  of  Olen- 
fa’s  decifions.  A  protection,  that  could  not  be 
Ciakeii,  appeared  to  fupport  him  :  He  ibared- 
equally,  the  confidence  of  the  King  and  Queen, 
who,  united  by  the  mod  lively  and  tender  fen- 
timents,  favv  every  thing  in  the  fame  point  of 
view,  and  indeed  had  but  one  will.  With  thefe 
happy  arrangements,  who  would  not  have 
thought  Abaltamant  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
florm  !  But  it  roars  even  in  the  harbour,  and 
the  moll  fecure  afylum  is  furrounded  with 
danger. 

Jealoufy  is  infeparable  from  love  ;  and  we 
have  feen  that  the  heart  of  Olenfa  was  fo  for¬ 
med,  that  either  of  thtfe  paffions  might  be 
equally  fatal  to  his  repofe.  The  Viziers,  whofe 
hatred  was  fo  much  the  more  dangerous,  as  it 
was  concealed  tinder  the  poifon  cf  flattery,  had  ; 

O  3  fuccceded  - 


1 62 


ARABIAN-  TALES. 


fucceeded  in  bribing  two  young  pages  of  the- 
King’s  chamber.  Thefe  children,  brought  up 
and  nourifhed  in  the  palace,  were  accuftomed 
to  remain  in  the  inner  apartments.  The  King 
took  no  offence- at  this,  but  permitted  them 
to  amufe  themfelves  there,  all  the  time  he 
was  at  buirnefs,  and  even  during  the  hours  of 
reft,  which  he  ufually  took  in  the  afternoon. 
Accuftomed  to  hear  theii*  little  prattle,  he 
Was  not  difturbed  by  it ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
often  amufed  him,  and  he  had  never  required 
them  to  be  filent.  Such1  were  the  innocent  in- 
ftruments  of  the  calumny  and  intrigue  of  A- 
baltamant’s  enemies.  Thefe  young  children 
had  been  inftrufred  by  the  fpies  of  the  Viziers. 
As  foon  as  they  fhould  perceive  that  the  Prince 
was  on  the?  point  of  falling  afleep,  they  were  to 
entertain  him  with  fome  inteiefting  and  curious 
adventure  of  the  palace,  which  fhould  be  taught 
them  fecretly.  “  If  the  King  hears  you  with¬ 
out  ordering  you  to  be  filent,”  faid  they  to  the 
children,  u  it  is  certain  that  you  will  have  amuf¬ 
ed  him,  and  that  he  will  love  you  ftill  more  on 
that  account.  When  this  little  plan  was  well 
concerted,  they  left  the  pages,  to  their  own 
difcretion ;  and  next  day,  put  the  propofed 
plan  in  execution,  and  with  the  greateft  fuc- 
cefs. 

While  he  feigned  to  be  afleep,  the  King  lear¬ 
ned,  that  one  of  his  old  eunuchs,  in  love  with  a 
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young  Have,  in  place  of  the  good  fortune  which 
he  hoped  for,  had  pafled  tl»e  night  with  the 
oldeft  in  the  feraglio  ;  and  as  they  h^d  contri¬ 
ved  to  furprife  him,  he  had  become  the  object 
of  ridicule.  The  King  found  no  harm  in  this 
adventure  j  irregularities  were  reformed,  in  his 
lioufe,  by  ridicule,  and  this  method  did  not 
difpleafe  him. 

The  next  day,  as  foon  as  he  was  upon  the 
fopha,  he  fet  liimfdf  to  liften.  But  as  the  pa¬ 
ges  had  got  no  ledon,  he  heard  nothing  inte- 
refting.  The  third  day,  the  oldeft  of  thcfe 
children,  meeting  one  of  the  Viziers,  ingenu- 
oitfly  faid  to  him,  “  Yefterday  wefaid  nothing 
in  the  King’s  chamber,  becaufe  we  had  learn¬ 
ed  nothing.  But  although  he  was  afleep,  we 
plainly  perceived,  from  the  corner  of  his  eye, 
that  he  had  a  good  mind  to  liften ;  teach  us 
therefore  fome  little  ftory.”  “  Here  is  one,” 
faid  the  minifter :  “The  ancient  favourite  hath 
loft  her  diamond,  and  it  is  the  {lave  Abdialla 
who  hath  taken  it :  but  this  is  the  way  you 
muft  manage  your  converfation.  Your  com¬ 
panion  fhall  alk  you,  if  you  can  guefs  who 
hath  taken  the  diamond.  You  {hall  anfwer, 
4t  It  is  certainly  Abdialla  ;  for  he  is  in  a  great¬ 
er  paffion,  and  cries  out  louder  than  the  reft.” 
The  page,  well  pleafed,  thanked  him.  The 
next  day,  the  King  was  entertained  with  the 
ftory  of  the  diamond.  Abdialla  was  accufcd 
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that  very  evening.  But  the  Vizier  had  been, 
informed  of  all  this  in  the  morning,  by  a  Jew, 
to  whom  the  jewel  had  been  offered.  Olenfa 
was  not  a  little  furprifed  at  the  difcernment  of 
the  children  in  this  matter,  and  began  to  give 
fomt  credit  to  their  reports; 

The  time  was  come,  for  bringing  into  play, 
the  expedients  that  were  to  ruin  Abaltamant. 
The  two  Viziers  fent  for  the  young  children, 
and  congratulated  them,  on  having  fucceeded 
fo  well  in  amufing  his  Majefly,  affuring  them, 
that  nnce  that  time,  he  treated  them  with  more 
than  his  ufual  kindnefs.  “  If  you  will  be¬ 
lieve  us,”  added  they,  “  you  wall  become  the 
richeft  and  moil  powerful  people  in  the  palace  ; 
and  as  the  reward  of  what  you  have  already 
done,  there  is  a  pretty  purfe,  with  ten  pieces  of 
gold  :  But  conceal  it  carefully,  for  there  is 
that  fad  Abaltamant,  who  cannot  bear  people 
to  become  rich.  If  he  were  to  be  believed,  one 
ought  to  fall  through  the  whole  year,  in  the 
palace,  juil  as  on  the*  fail  of  Ramedan :  nay, 
he  would  put  out  all  the  lamps  on  the  days  of 
rejoicing,  on  purpofe  to  fave  the  oil.  Has  he 
ever  made  j  ou  the  fmalleft  prefent  ?”  “  No,” 

replied  the  children  ingenuoufly.  “  Well  !’* 
replied  the  Viziers,  “  he  muft  be  baniflied 
from  the  court,  and  fent  to  the  country,  to 
prsflice  his  oeconomy.  We  will  compofe  to¬ 
gether  a  little  hiflory,  which  you  will  recite 
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before  -the  King,  as  you  did  the  others,  and  if 
yon  fucceed,  you  (hall  have  an  hundred  purfes 
like  this.” 

A  promife  like  this  made  a  ftrong  impref- 
fion  upon  the  children ;  and  fihe  Viziers  avail¬ 
ed  themfelves  of  it,  to  engrave  on  theif  memory 
all  the  circumftanses  of  the  converfation  they 
were  to  hold.  They  made  them  repeat  them 
fcveral  times ;  and  the  innocent  pair,  allured  by 
the  inticement  of  the  gold,  returned  to  the  pa¬ 
lace,  fully  determined  to  try  every  thing,  ia 
qrder  foon  to  become  mailers  of  this  fortune. 

Fate  fo  ordered  it,  that  Olenfa  w  as  lefs  fo- 
ber  than  ufual.  He  returned  to  his  apart- 
ment,  with  his  head  confuted  by  the  vapours 
which  had  afeended  to  it,  threw  liiinfelf  on  the 
fophu,  and  fell  adeep.  But  bis  unquiet  reft 
was  foon  difturbed,  by  the  ordiiiwy  prating  of 
the  two  pages  ;  he  heard  the  name  of  Abalta- 
mant,  and  this  attra£led  his  attention. 

“  The  chief  of  the  eunuchs,”  faid  one  of 
thefe  children,  “  has  promifed  me  a  fine  girdle, 
if  I  am  very  wife  ;  and  that  I  may  obtain  it,  I 
will  become  as  wife  as  Abaltamant.”  “  Yes,” 
replied  the  other,  “  and  when  you  (hall  be  as 
■wife  as  he,  you  will  (hare  the  careffes  of  the 
Queen.”  “You  have  feen  them  then?”  “Well! 
and  if  I  have  feen  them  $  whenever  the  King 
is  at  the  chace,  I  place  myfelf  on  the  wTatch, 
2tear  the  door  of  the  clofet,  and  fee  them  through 
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the  key  hole,  as  they  are  embracing  each  Other 
with  great  fondriefs.  This  has  continued  e- 
fer  fince  they  arrived  from  Cochin-China.” 

Olcnfa’s  head,  as  we  have  remarked,  was 
confufed  by  the  cbnfequences  of  his  intempe¬ 
rance.  He  loved  the  Queen  to  excefs.  On 
hearing  this  converfation,  he  became  jealous, 
and  his  jealoufy  was  foon  heightened  into 
rage.  He  could  not  fuppofe,  that  there  was'"' 
any  deceit  on  the  innocent  lips  of  rhefe  chil¬ 
dren,  and  he  believed  them  to  be  ingenuous. 
He  arofe  from  the  foplia,  as  if  he  had  juft  a- 
waked,  entered  the  apartment,  where  he  ufual— 
ly  gave  private  audiences,  and  ordered  Abalta- 
mant  to  be  inftantly  f<mt  for. 

This  favourite  haftened  to  the  King;  he* 
proftrated  himfolf,  according  to  cuftom,  in  to- 
ken  of  refp and  obedience  ;  and  the  Sove- 
reign,  fcar^ly  giving  him  time  to  raife  him- 
felf,  faid  to  him,  “  Abaltamant !  What  pu- 
niftiment  does  a  man  deferve,  who  feduces  his 
neighbour’s  wife  ?” — u  The  law,”  replied  the 
n/nifter,  “  ordains  that  every  man  ftiould  be 
created,  as  he^would  have  treated  another  in 
his  circumftances.” — “  It  muft  be  ft  ill  more 
clearly  explained,”  replied  Olenfa  ;  “  and  what 
would 'the  audacious  man  deferve,  who  ftiould 
Kave  violated  the  honour  of  the  King,  in  the. 
perfon  of  his  wife?*’ — “  A  death  fo  fudden,” 
replied  Abaltamant,  “  as  ftiould  leave  no  in¬ 
terval  I 
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terval  betwixt  the  crime  and  the  punifhment.” 

, — “  Monfter  of  ingratitude  I”  exclaimed  the 
King,  “  thou  haft  pronounced  thine  own  fen- 
tence.”  In  that  moment,  he  plunged  his  can- 
jard  into  his  heart,  and  made  his  body  be 
thrown  into  the  pit  deftined  for  the  burial  of 
criminals. 

On  the  firft  motion  that  the  King  had  made, 
in’rifing  from  the  fopha,  the  pages  were  fright¬ 
ened,  and  as  they  fled,  had  left  the  purfe,  and 
the  ten  pieces  of  gold,  which  the  Vizier  had 
given  them. 

Olenfa  having  fatiated  his  vengeance,  retir¬ 
ed  to  hii  chamber.  The  firft  objects  that  pre¬ 
sented  themfelves  to  his  attention,  were  the 
purfe,  and  the  pieces  of  gold,  lying  fcattered 
there.  He  called  a  flave,  and  allied  him  con¬ 
cerning  the  money.  The  flave  anfwered,  that 
he  had  feen  the  puifc  hanging  at  the  girdle  of 
one  of  the  pages,  and  thought  it  wTas  a  prefent 
from  his  Majefty.  “  I  never  gave  thefe  chil¬ 
dren  money,”  replied  Olenza ;  “  let  them  ap¬ 
pear  before  me  immediately.” 

They  arrived  trembling  andconfufed.  “Who 
was  it  that  gave  you  this  money  ?”  enquired 
the  King  in  a  paflion.  At  this  quefticn,  and 
efpecially  at  the  tone  with  which  it  was  pro¬ 
nounced,  thefe  poor  children,  burfting  into 
tears,  mentioned  the  Viziers,  and  foon  confef- 
fed  the  whole  plot,  which  had  been  carried  on 
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by  their  means  and  likewife  the  reward, 
which  had  been  promised  them.  They  had 
rnever  thought,  that  the  King  would  kill  A- 
baltamant  fo  fu'ddenly,  and  they  were  perfuad- 
ded,  that  the  Viziefs  were  bad  men,  who  had 
deceived  them,  and  induced  them  to  commit 
evil. 

“  Alas  !”  exclaimed  this  Prince,  tormented 
with  remorfe,  **  what  good  reafon  had  Abalta- 
mant  for  -williing  to  remain  at  a  diftance  from 
my  court !  I  pr«mifed  to  him  riot  toliften  to  a- 
ny  accufer  ;  he  trufted  my  word ;  and  I  thought 
I  was  keeping  it,  by  ihuting  my  ears  againft 
the  infinuations  of  his  rivals.'  But  they  have 
deceived  me  by  means  of  two  children.  I  am 
become  in  one  moment  perjured,  ungrateful, and 
an  nflaflin.  O  Abaltamant !  how  much  I  regret, 
that  I  cannot  do  you  juftice  on  myfelf !  But 
I  will  at  lead  calm  the  remorfe  of  my  con¬ 
science,  by  doing  it  on  your  enemies.” 

After  this,  Olenfa  made  the  guilty  Viziers 
be  brought  into  his  prefence.  “  Abominable 
Seducers  !”‘faid  he  to  them,  “  Traitors  !  Ira- 
poftors  !  Do  you  flatter  yourfelves,  that  heaven 
will  leave  unpuniflied  the  crime  that  is  com¬ 
mitted  in  fecret,  and  that  the  innocent  will  not 
be  avenged  ?  He  who  digs  a  ditch  for  his  e- 
nemy,  muft  fall  into  it  himfelf.  Abaltamant 
abhorred  your  extortion.  Freed  from  the 
cares  of  this  life,  he  now  repofes  in  the  arms 
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of  the  divine  Prophet.  As  for^you,  unremit¬ 
ting  and  endlefs  punifhments await  you.  ^our 
foul,  torn  from  your  body,  (hall  be  caft  into 
that  abyfs,  where  the  fire  will  devour,  but  ne¬ 
ver  deftroy  it.” 

He  •  made  the  two  Viziers  be  beheaded 
that  very  inftant.  Their  bodies  were  given 
to  wild  beads ;  while  that  of  Abaltamant  was 
interred  in  a  (lately  tomb,  which  was  built  on 
purpofe  to  receive  him.  Thither  the  King  and 
Queen  often  repaired,  to  offer  up  their  devo¬ 
tions,  and  died  their  tears  on  the  marble  which 
covered  him.  Nor  did  Olenfa  ever  forgive 
himfelf  the  murder,  which  too  much  precipi¬ 
tation  had  led  him  to  commit. 

“  See,  Sire,”  continued  Aladin,  “  what  bit- 
ternefs,  his  forgetting  himfelf,  hath  fixed  over 
the  life  of  a  Sovereign,  worthy,  in  other  re- 
fpe&s,  of  the  affl&ion  of  his  people.  See, 
how  dangerous  are  corrupted  minifters  !  It 
is  not  at  prefent  any  perfonal  danger  which 
terrifies  me.  Dead  oT  alive,  my  innocence 
fecures  me  the  prote&ion  of  God.  But  what 
uneaftnefs  and  tears  will  it  one  day  coft  your 
Majefty,  fiiould  you  put  me  to  death.  Hea¬ 
ven  will  then  haften  to  difclofe  the  hateful  plots 
of  mine  enemit  s'  Ah  !  heaven  grant  that  the 
heart  of  your  Majefty  may  never  be  tortured 
with  fuch  remorfe !” 

VOL.  III. 
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Bohetzad,  always  more  moved,  and  deeply 
affeXed  by  the  difeourfes  which  he  heard,  and 
t>y  the  reflexions  and  fentiments  with  which 
they  were  mixed,  could  not  determine  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  fentence,  which  had  been  fo  often  pro¬ 
nounced,  and  caufed.  the  minifter  once  more  be 
led  back  to  prifon. 

On  this  new  aX  of  goodnefs,  which  his  mi- 
nifters  termed  weaknefs,  they  affembled,  and 
concerted  a  laft  effort  to  influence  the  mind  of 
the  monarch.  If  Aladin  fhould  once  efcape 
from  their  plots,  all  their  lives  would  be  in 
danger.  They  demanded  an  audience  of  the 
Queen,  and  were  admitted.  “  Madam,”  faid 
one  of  them  to  her,  “  the  King,  allowing  him- 
felf  to  be  deceived  by  the  bewitching  fpeeches 
of  the  audacious  fellow,  who  hath  offended 
you  both,  delays  his  punifliment  without  any 
reafon.  The  people,  attributing  this  to  the 
influence  of  your  proteXion,  indulge  them- 
ielves  in  conjeXures,  moll  injurious  to  you. 
Aladin  is  clearly  guilty,  fay  they,  but  he 
will  not  be  punijhed  ;  the  §>ueen  prote&s  him . 

The  Queen,  convinced  by  this,  that  her  ho- 
i  ipur  was  ffained  by  thefe  too  frequent  delays, 

|  complained  of  it  herfelf  to  the  King.  And  the 
j  Sovereign,  drawn  on  by  fuch  powerfull  felici¬ 
tations,  determined  at  length  to  put  an  end  to 
Ifds  irrefolution,  by  the  punifhment  of  the  cri- 
|  minal.  He  went  to  the  divan,  and  in  a  tone  of 
Severity,  ordered  Aladin  to  be  fent  for. 

Seeing 
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Seeing  the  cold  and  referved  air  of  the  Mo* 
narch,  the  Viziers  congratulated  themfelves, 
on  the  fuccefs  of  the  ftep  they  had  taken  with 
the  Queen.  As  foon  as  the  prifoner  appear¬ 
ed,  they  loaded  him  at  once  with  the  moft  a-* 
budve  invedtives.*  “  Wretch  that  thou  art,’* 
faid  they,  “  the  earth  thirds  after  thy  blood. 
The  worms  are  expecting  thy  body.”  They 
thought  to  draw  ou  the  opinion  of  the  Sove¬ 
reign,  and  to  diredt  his  padion  to  this  point. 
Aladin,  without  emotion,  and  difdaining  to 
make  them  a  diredfc  reply,  fpoke  as  follows  : 

“One  may, but  without  padion,  bear teftimo- 
ny  againft  the  accufed.  If  he  is  convidted; 
judice  condemns  him.  But  the  judge,  in  def¬ 
erring  the  crime,  and  pronouncing' fentence, 
never  forgets  the  attention,  that  is  due  ta 
the  creature  of  God,  on  whom  the  punilh- 
ment  is  about  to  fall.  Here  I  fee  nothing  but 
fury  and  jealous  rage.  They  are  devoured  by 
tlieir  third  for  blood,  and  equity  is  not  the  ba¬ 
ds  of  their  judgments.  All  the  injurious  inw 
putations,  which  have  been  levelled  againft 
me,  vanidi.  An  invifible  hand  imprints  ox* 
my  forehead,  the  ferenity  of  innocence.  An 
inward  fentiment  tells  me,  that  having  livedo 
free  from  crimes,  I  dtall  not  be  confounded 
with  the  guilty.  Unhappy  is  the  man,  whofe- 
confcience  gives  a  contrary  teftimony.  He- 
P  2  endeavoursy 
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endeavours,  in  vain,  to  fhun  the  ftroke  that 
threatens  him.  The  hiflory  of  the  Sultan 
Hebraim,  and  of  his  fon,  U  a  proof  of  this.”  . 

Bohetzad,  flruck  with  aftonifhment  at  the 
intrepid  firmnefs  of  Alad&,  and  the  united  rage 
bf  his  minifters,  and  rendered  undecided  by  the 
fight  of  the  pi&ure  before  him,  wiflied  Hill  to. 
hear  the  adventures  of  Hebraim;  and  the  fupcr- 
intendant  having  obtained  permiffion  to  relate 
them,  he. thus  began: 


Hiflory  of  the  Sultan  Hebraim ,  and  his  Sonsy 
or  the  Predejlinated . 

The  Sultan  Hebraim,  called  by  his  birth,  to 
the  government  of  extenfive  dominions,  had 
enlarged  them  confiderably,  by  the  fticcefs  of 
his  arms.  But  the  want  of  an  heir  diflurbed, 
the  enjoyment  of  his  glory.  In  vain  had  he 
peopled  his  feraglio  with,  the  nioft  beautiful 
Haves.  They  only  gratified  his  defires,  but 
did  not  realife  his  hopes.  One  day,  at  length, 
one  of  them  exhibited  marks  of  pregnancy. 

At  this  unexpe&ed  news,  Hebraim,  filled 
with  joy,  loaded  this  favourite  with  prefents, 
ordered  prayers  to  be  faid  in  all  the  mofques, 
and  confulted  the  moft  fkilfull  aftrologers,  re- 
fpe&ing  the  fate  of  the  Prince,  whofc  birth  he 
cxpe&ed.  In  reality,  the.  time  being  come, 

this 
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this  mother  produced  a  fon,  whofe  birth  was- 
celebrated  by  public  rejoicings,  and  feafts,k 
which,  during  forty  days,  announced  to  the 
people  the  happinefs  of  the  Sovereign.  This 
time  was  employed  in  a  very  different  man-^ 
ner  by  the  aftrologers,  who,  watching  to  give 
an  account  to  the  Sultan  of  the  fuccefs  of  their 
labour's,  found  themfelves  einbarraffed  and  con¬ 
futed  in  their  obfervations.  They  could  not 
conceal  from  the  Sultan,  the  nature  of  the  ma¬ 
lignant  influences  of  the  ftar,  which  had  pre- 
fided  at  the  birth  of  his  fon.  The  orbit  of 
his  planet,  black,  and  ftained  writh  blood,  an¬ 
nounced  misfortunes,  which  it  would  be  diffU 
cult  to  refill.  In  fine,  they  unanimoufly  de¬ 
clared,  that  before  he  was  feven  years  old,  the 
infant  Would  be  expofed  to  the  devouring  jaws 
of  a  lion ;  but  that  if  he  could  efcape  the  fury 
of  that  animal,  during  this  determinate  fpace 
of  time,  his  hand  would  become  fatal  to  the 
author  of  his  exiftence,  whofe  life  (ho uld  be  in 
danger :  And  that  there  was  no  other  way  by 
which  he  could  efcape  the  evils  that  threatened 
him,  but  by  becoming,  by  the  effects  of  educa¬ 
tion',  an  enlightened,  wife  and  virtuous  Prince. 

The  anounciation  of  fo  mournful  a  predic¬ 
tion  diffipated  the  joy  of  Hebraim,  and  the  days 
of  public  happinefs  were  fpent  by  him  in  tears 
and  in  grief.  Neverthelefs,  as  hope  never  for- 
fakes  the  unfortunate,  he  flattered  himfelf,  and 
P  3  was 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


'  174 

•was  happy  to  think,  that  it  was  pofiible  to 
fcreen  the  heir  of  his  power  from  the  decrees  of 
fate.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  impoflible,  to 
protect  his  fon,from  the  attacks  of  the  lion,  till 
the  appointed  term  of  feven  years  *  and,  after 
having  fnatched  him  from  the  firft  decree  of 
deftiny,  he  might,  by  carefully  watching  over 
his  education,  beget  in  him  fentiments  of  wif- 
dom,  and  the  love  of  virtue,  and  thus  difprove 
the  prediction  of  the  aftrologers. 

After  thefe  reflexions,  the  Sultan  prepared 
a  retreat,  on  the  fummit  of  a  mountain,  in 
which  he  was  in  hope  that  his  fon  would  be 
fafe  from  the  attacks  of  the  lion,  for  the  feven 
years  determined  by  fate.  A  number  of  work¬ 
men  were  employed,  in  forming  in  the  rock  a 
cavity  of  an  hundred  feet  in  depth,  about  an 
hundred  and  fifty  in  length,  and  thirty  in 
breadth.  They  let  down  into  this,  every  ma¬ 
terial  neceflary  to  make  a  commodious  lodging ; 
and  a  fpring  of  water  was  found  there,  but 
they  contrived  a  paflage  for  it,  as  well  as  for 
the  rain  water,  which  might  be  collected  in  this 
cavity.  They  carried  earth  to  it,  and  put  plants 
there,  which  were  foon  in  a  thriving  condi¬ 
tion. 

After  having  furnished  this  little  palace  in  a 
proper  manner,  they  let  down  into  it,  the 
Prince  and  his  nurfe,  by  the  help  of  a  pulley  ; 
together  with  every  neceflary  article  for  a 

month. 
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month.  At  the  end  of  every  moon,  Hebraim 
came  regularly  to  vifit  his  fon  ;  the  nurfe  laid 
the  child  in  a  baiket,  made  of  bulrulhes,  which 
was  lifted  up  to  the  very  brim  of  the  entrance; 
and  while  the  father  yielded  t«  the  fweeteft 
emotions  of  nature  in  carelling  his  fon,  a 
numerous  guard,  by  the  thundering  found  of 
their  indrumertts,  kept  the  wild  beads  at  adif- 
tance.  When  the  vilit  was  over,  the  provi- 
fions  were  renewed  ;  and  the  cord,  rolling  upon 
the  pulley,  gently  returned  to  the  bottom  of  the 
cave  the  baiket  and  the  infant. 

This  young  Prince  grew  and  profpered  in 
this  folitary  habitation,  which  a  very  llrong 
vegetation  had  adorned  with  trees  and  Ihrubs 
of  every  kind.  The  fatal  term,  marked  out 
by  the  aftrologers,  was  al  mod  completely  elap- 
fed.  Only  twenty  days  were  wanting  to  fulfill 
the  feven  years,  when  a  troop  of  unknown 
hunters,  in  vigorous  purfuit  of  an  enormous 
lion,  which  they  had  already  wounded, 
came  to  the  fummit  of  the  mountain,  in  full 
view  of  their  prey.  The  furious  animal,  ter¬ 
rified  by  their  Ihouts,  and  ftruck  by  arrows, 
which  were  fhot  at  it  from  every  quarter,  found 
this  cavity  in  its  courfe,  and  either  blinded 
by  terror,  or  being  now  in  difpair,  immediately 
darted  into  it.  It  fell  upon  a  tree,  which  bend¬ 
ing  under  its  weight,  con&derably  broke  the 

force 
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force  of  a  fall,  which  would  have  dallied  it  t®> 
pieces  on  the  bottom  of  this  pit. 

The  terrified  nurfe  endeavoured  to  conceal 
herfelf ;  and  the  monfter  found  the  child,  which 
it  grievoufly  wounded  on  the  ftioulder.  On- 
hearing  the  cries  of  the  infant,  the  nurfe,  for¬ 
getting  her  own  danger,  flew  to  his  afliftance. 
The  lion  darted  at  her,  and  having  torn  her  in 
pieces,  was  about  to  devour  her,  when  the 
huntfmen,  coming  fuddenly  up  to  the  brink  of 
the  precipice,  let  fly  at  once  a  fhower  of  ar¬ 
rows  upon  the  voracious  animal.  His  body 
was  full  of  them,  the  blood  guflied  from  every 
part  of  it,  and  an  enormous  Hone,  thrown  at  hia 
head,  killed  him  on  the  fpot. 

After  this  exploit,  the  huntfmen,  anxious 
to  difcover  the  child,  whofe  cries  refounded  in 
this  frightful  habitation,  eagerly  defcended  in¬ 
to  it.  But,  what  was  their  aftonifliment,  when 
they  found  there,  at  the  fide  of  a  dead  woman, 
a  beautiful  infant,  richly  drefled,  and  fwimming 
in  the  blood  of  the  wounds  it  had  received  ! 
Their  firft  care  was  to  affift  the  innocent  crea¬ 
ture,  which  flill  breathed.  They  bathed  its 
wounds,  and  wrapped  them  up  with  healing 
herbs.  As  foon  as  the  infant  appeared  more 
calm,  they  buried  the  nurfe,  and  examined  this 
itrange  retreat.  The  furniture  of  this  fmall 
habitation  appeared  extremely  rich,  and  a 
quantity  of  provifions  was  found  there,  which 
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feemcd  to  have  come  down  from  heaven.  The 
huritfmen  took  pofleffion  of  every  thing  by 
the  right  of  conqueft,  and  fought  how  they 
mi£ht  take  out  of  this  dungeon,  every  thing 
it  concealed. 

The  bafket  of  bulrufhes  u'as  fir  ft  employed 
in  drawing  up  the  young  child  out  of  this  ha¬ 
bitation,  and  next  all  the  effects,  the  furniture 
and  the  provisions,  were  raifed  by  means  of  the 
pulley,  which  w’as  fixed  at  the  top  of  the  cave. 
When  every  thing  was  out,  a  divifion  was 
made.  The  chief  of  the  troop  took  poflefhon 
of  the  infant,  in  whofc  preservation  he  felt 
himfelf  ftrongly  interefted,  and  carried  it  with 
him  to  his  own  houfe. 

The  only  fon  of  the  Sultan  Hebraim  had 
fallen  into  good  hands.  His  benefa&or  was  a 
man  of  diftin&ion,  wealthy,  and  without  a 
fault,  but  that  of  an  unlimited  paflion  for  the 
chace.  Struck  with  the  beauty,  and  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  his  young  fcholar,  he  paid  the  greateft 
attention  to  his  c  ft  abli  foment.  And  when  he 
found  him  capable  of  anfwering  his  queftions, 
he  endeavoured  to  learn  from  him  who  he  u  as, 
and  for  what  reafon  he  had  been  made  to  dwell 
in  fo  extraordinary  an  habitation. 

“  I  know  not,”  replied  the  child  ;  “  I  lived 
with  the  woman  whom  you  found  dead;  Hie  gave 
me  every  thringT  wanted.  From  time  to  time, 
a  . man,  much  bigger  than  you,  came,  and  flood 

at 
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at  the  top  of  the  dwelling  where  you  found 
me.  I  was  put  into  a  balket,  and  drawn  up  to 
him.  He  carrefied  me  very  much,  and  called 
me  his  dear  child,  I  called  the  woman  nurfe, 
and  {he  like  wife  faid  I  was  her  dear  child.  I 
know  nothing  more.” 

The  benefa&or  could  not  conclude,  from  this 
fimple  declaration,  any  thing  elfe  than  that  this 
child  .owed  its  birth  to  parents  of  an  illuflrious; 
rank ;  but  he  could  not  difcover  the  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  reafon  which  had  forced  them  to 
concealpts  exigence,  by  a  method  ftillmore  ex-* 
traordinary.  Expe&ing  that  time  would  unra¬ 
vel  this  myflery,  he  paid  every  attention  to  his 
education,  had  Ifim  inftru&cd  in  the  fcicnces,* 
and  trained  up  in  exercifes  fuitable  to  the  moft 
illuftricus  defcent. 

The  young  difciple  early  anfwered  the  hopes* 
of  his  friend.  He  excelled  particularly  in  the 
art  of  horfemanfhip,  handled  every  fort  of 
weapon  with  dexterity,  and,  in  general,  acquired 
all  the  knowledge  neceftary  for  the  moft  refo- 
lute  warrior  orhunter. 

One  day,  as  they  were  both  engaged  in  the 
purfuit  of  fome  tygers,  they  were  fuddenly  fur- 
rounded  by  a  band  of  robbers.  Abaquir  (for 
that  was  the  young  man’s  name)  difplayed,  as 
well  as  his  mafter,  prodigious  feats  of  valours 
But,  overpowered  by  numbers,  they  were  both 
plundered.  The  prote&or  of  Abaquir  lolb 
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his  life,  and  lie  himfelf  received  fome  flight 
wounds ;  but  the  faintnefs  which  fucceeded  was 
more  the  effect  of  fatigue  than  of  blows.  As 
foon  as  the  robbers  had  difappeared,  he  came 
to  himfelf :  and  being  naturally  courageous,  he 
attempted,  although  deprived  of  every  aid,  to 
crofs  the  defert,  in  order  to  reach  fome  inhabit¬ 
ed  place,  having  nothing  for  his  defence  but  a 
hunter’sjavelin,  which  had  been  left  on  the  field 
of  battle 

He  had  travelled  but  a  few  hours,  when  he 
perceived  in  the  plain,  a  man  in  the  habit  of  a 
dervife.  He  made  hade  to  join  him,  addreflod 
and  fainted  him.  The  dervife  prevented  him, 
by  beginningtheconverfation  himfelf.  “  Beau¬ 
tiful  young  man,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  you  are 
naked  and  wounded.  Who  hath  reduced  you 
to  the  diftreiTed  fituation  in  which  I  fee  you?” 
Abaqnir  did  not  hefitate  to  relate  his  adventure 
to  this  man,  whom  he  took  for  fome  holy  per- 
fon,  and  confidently  aiked  from  him  fome  food 
and  clothing.  “  One  ought,”  replied  the  der- 
yife,  “  to  know  what  it  is  to  ftrip  himfelf  in 
order  to  cloath  his  brother,  and  to  lhare  with 
him  his  food,  in  order  to  preferve  him.”  At  the 
fame  time,  he  covered  the  young  man  with  his 
cloak,  made  him  fit  down,  and  drew  from  a  fort 
of  wallet,  fome  dates,  bread  baked  w  ith  the  milk 
of  a  camel,  and  a  bottle  of  the  fkin  of  a  goat, 
eontaining  five  orfix  pints  of  water.  44  Hold,” 
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faid  lie,  11  you  fhall  have  the  repaft  of  a  peni¬ 
tent.  I  carry  thefe  with  me  to  fupply  my  own 
wants  and  thofe  of  others  ;  but  we  will  go  to 
my  cave,  and  there  you  will  find  both  re^ofe 
and  plenty.” 

Abaquir,  before  he  began  to  eat,  returned 
thanks  to  the  holy  Prophet,  for  fo  ftafonable  a 
relief.  When  the  firit  calls  of  neceflity  were 
fatisfied,  the  dervife  prevailed  upon  him  to  go 
with  him  to  his  cell,  which  was  at  no  great 
diftance.  / 

Abaquir  was  received  there  with  every 
mark  of  benevolent  charity.  His  wounds  were 
walhed  and  drefied,  and  the  mod  nourifliing 
food  was  fi  t  before  him.  In  this  wild  habita¬ 
tion,  the  tables  and  chairs  were  nothing  but 
Hones,  rudely  thrown  together  ;  and  the  beds 
were  made  of  heaps  of  mofs  ;  but  it  was  very 
well  for  Abaquir,  who  had  been  reduced  to  the 
want  of  every  thing.  Befides,  the  attention  of 
his  landlord  fupplied  the  want  of  conveniences 
in  this  retreat.  The  young  man  conceived  the 
higheft  idea  of  the  profeflioti  of  a  dervife,  from 
its  infpiring  fentiments  fo  humane. 

“  My  dear  child,”  faid  the  difguifed  perfon 
to  him,  “  fiibmit  to  the  care  which  1  take  plea¬ 
sure  to  bellow  on  you  ;  do  not  place  all  to  the 
account  of  religion.  You  infpire  me  with  a 
flrong  inti  reft,  and  if  you  wifhtogo  away  from 
me,  you  mull  at  leall  tarry  till  you  are  perfect- 
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Ij  recovered  of  your  wounds  ;  for  the  paffage 
from  this  defert  is  extremely  difficult.” 

Although  the  young  man  could  not  but  {hew 
himfelf  grateful  for  fo  much  attention,  yet  it 
did  not  appear  uncommon  to  him.  Accuflom- 
ed  to  the  tender  careffes  of  his  nurfe,  to'thofe  of 
his  father,  and  of  his  generous  benefaftor,  who 
had  fince  dire&ed  his  education,  the  attentions 
of  the  pretended  dervife,  feemed  to  him  affec¬ 
tionate  and  natural.  The  latter,  by  degrees, 
came  to  know  all  the  adventures  of  Abaquir, 
and  appeared  to  take  in  him  an  inten.lt,  always 
more  marked. 

“  Either  I  am  much  deceived,  child,”  faid 
the  reclufe,  41  or  I  perceive  that  you  are  refer- 
ved  for  very  high  fates  :  and  I  devote  myfelf 
to  become  your  condu&er,  in  this  fortunate 
career.  I  will  reltore  to  you  this  father,  who 
took  fo  much  pleafure  in  lavilhing  his  careffes 
upon  you.” — 44  Ah  !  if  you  can,”  replied  A- 
baquir,  44  conduct  me  to  him  immediately.” — 
“  In  your  prefent  condition  ?  No,  my  child,  you 
are  unacquainted  with  mankind.  Nature  fpeaks 
not  with  the  great  in  favour  of  a  llranger,  co¬ 
vered  with  the  old  cloak  of  a  dervife.  Before 
you  could  obtain  a  hearing,  you  would  expe¬ 
rience  the  treatment  referred  for  an  impoftor, 
and  there  would  be  a  number  of  interefted 
people,  ready  to  forbid  you  all  accefs.  But  at 
prefent  you  are  with  a  man  who  loves  you, 
and  whofe  refources  are  inexhauftible.  A 
Vol.  III.  difgufl 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


l8z 

difguft  at  the  riches  and  vanities  of  the  world, 
made  me  form  the  refolution  of  retiring  from 
it.  But  to- rporrow,  if  I  choofe,  I  can  have 
miore  of  them  in  my  poffeffion,  than  would 
fatisfy  the  ambition  of  the  moil  wealthy 
potentates  on  earth.  I  can  Ihew  you  part  of 
them.  The  earth  conceals  treafures,  which  I  can 
force  her  to  give  up.  Not  far  from  this  there 
is  great  abundance  of  them,  and  I  will  conduct 
you  thither.  You  fhall  take  what  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  carry  you  to  your  father’s  court, 
preceded  by  an  hundred  camels,  loaded  with 
the  richeft  fluffs  of  the  Eaft,  and  each  of  them 
led  by  a  {lav*.  You  {hall  be  furrounded  by  a 
guard,  which  will  fecure  you  refpeft,  wherever 
you  pafs.” 

Abaquir  was  loft  in  admiration.  He  coold 
not  imagine  that  thefe  magnificent  promifes 
were  real,  when  he  looked  upon  the  coarfe 
cloak  with  which  he  was  covered,  the  furni¬ 
ture,  and  the  fantaftic  utenfils  of  his  landlord. 
The  latter,  after  having  been  fome  moments 
loft  in  refle&ion,  thus  refumed  his  fpeecli  : 
“Oh  !  my  child,  never  let  appearance  deceive 
you  !  the  more  you  advance  in  years,  the  more 
you  will  learn  to  diftruft  its  illufions.  I  am  a 
dervife  by  inclination,  but  another  man  is  con¬ 
cealed  under  my  cloak.  He  hath  taken  a 
friendftiip  for  you,  and  it  is  he  who  wifhes  to 
haften  your  happinefs.  All  the  clothes  which 
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I  wear  are  not  mean  ;  here  is  one  which  be¬ 
comes  none  but  brave  and  powerful  men.”  At 
„the  fame  time,  th.e  pretended  dervife  opened  his 
caffock,  and  difeovered  a  girdle  of  red,  yellow 
and  green  filk.  “  Take  courage,  young  man  !” 
continued  he,  “  to-morrow  I  willfliew'you  great 
things.  Our  attention  will,  be  engaged  about 
your  fortune.  I  fhall  be  able,  without  being 
obliged  to  go  far,  to  find  out  this  lingular  cave, 
in'wdiichyou  was  brought  up.  I  fhall  know 
the  architect.  And  in  a  month,  after  having 
linilhed  all  our  preparations,  we  will  depart 
for  your  father’s  court,  with  a  train  of  atten¬ 
dants,  that  will  force  every  body  to  come  and 
meet  us.” 

The  difeovery-of  this  girdle  under  rags,  had 
ftruck  Abaquir  with  aftoniflifnent.  He  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  propnifes  of  his  new  ptote£lor, 
and  accepted  his  offers.  “  At  leafl,”  continu¬ 
ed  this  extraordinary  man,  “  as  foon  as  you 
fcajl  be  at  your  father’s  ^houfe,  and,  noUvith- 
Itanding  the  pain  which  our  feparation  will 
coft  you,  I  require  j  our  permiftion  to  return 
to  my  folitary  manner  of  life.”— “  Willingly,” 
replied  Abaquir  ;  “  but  you  will  not  prevent 
me  from  conducting  you  thither.” 

On  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  the  dervife 
made  the  young  man  take  a  balket  with  pro- 
vifions  forbreakfaft,  ard  a  parcel  of  ropes  :  and 
they  went  together  to  the  bottom  of  a  keep 
O  2  mountain. 
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mountain.  When  they  had  arrived  there,  the 
companion  of  Abaquir  encouraged  him  to 
exert  new  ftrength.  “  You  may,”  faid  he, 
fc<  fuffer  a  little  fatigue,  but  refle&ing  that  you 
are  to  reap  the  fruit  of  it,  you  muff  redouble 
your  courage.  Be  not  aft  on  idled  at  what  you 
are  about  to  fee.  This  mountain  contains  in 
its  bofom,  a  treafure  which  cannot  be  eftimat- 
ed.  Thefe  riches  are  abandoned  to  magi  like 
me.  But  we  defpife  ufing  them  for  ourfelves. 
Don’t  fpend  your  time  in  gathering  gold,  which 
you  will  find  here  in  great  quantity ;  take  no¬ 
thing  but  precious  llones  j  this  is  the  bed 
method  of  enriching  yourfelf  fpeedily.’h 

After  this  advice,  the  dervife  threw  off  his 
cloak,  and  appeared  as  a  magician.  He  was 
covered  only  with  his  large  party-coloured 
girdle,  which  adorned  his  bread  and  loins,  and 
whofe  extremities  hung  down  upon  his  legs. 
He  took  from  a  purfe  which  hang  from  his  girdle, 
an  indrument  for  linking  fire,  andhaving  lighted 
a  taper,  he  barnt  perfumes,  and  running  over  a 
book  which  covered  his  bread,  he  pronounced 
with  aloudvoice,  a  magical  chaJrm.  Scarcely  had 
he  finilhed,  when  the  earth  Ihook  under  his  feet, 
opened  before  him,  and  difeovered  a  fquare 
done  of  marble,  upon  the  middle  of  which  the 
magician  immediately  fcattered  perfumes. 
When  he  thought  the  air  would  be  fuURciently 
purified  and  refredicd  with  them,  he  girdtd 
%  '  Abaquir 
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Abaquir  with  a  rope  under  his  arms,  put  a 
taper  in  his  hand,  and  let  him  down  into  the 
opening. 

As  Toon  as  Abaquir  had  got  into  it,  his  eyes 
were  dazzled  by  the  fplendor  of  the  riches  with 
which  he  was  furrounded.  But  faithful  to 
the  advice  of  the  magician,  he  picked  up  only 
precious  Hones,  with  which  he  filled  the  baf- 
ket,  which  his  guide  had  let  down  to  him  by  a 
cord.  When  it  was  full,  and  lifted  out  of  the 
pit,  the  magician  took  it ;  and  at  that  moment 
a  dreadful  noife  was  heard,  the  fatal  trap  was 
fliut,  and  the  young  Abaquir  found  himfelf 
fwallowed  up  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  with** 
out  any  hope  of  ever  getting  out. 

He  believed  he  was  betrayed  by  the  magi¬ 
cian,  and,  without  great  vigour  of  mind,  would, 
have  aband®ned  himfelf  to  defpair.  But,  af¬ 
ter  having  ihed  fome  tears,  he  retraced  in  his 
memory  the  events  of  his  former  life.  Threat¬ 
ened,  in  his  early  infancy,  with  becoming  the 
prey  of  a  lion,  providence  had  protected 
him  from  danger.  Attacked  afterwards  by 
robbers,  the  fame  protection  ha'd  faved  him. 
“  The  arm  which  hath  defended  me,”  faid  he, 
“  will  not  ceafe  to  do  fo  Hill ;  I  am  innocent, 
and  betrayed.”  In  this  confidence,  lie  pro- 
ftrated  himfelf  before  Him,  who  has  the  keys 
of  the  deep;  and  refted  with  confidence  in  his 
*i£fiance. 
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By  the  light  of  the  candle,  which  was  {till- 
burning,  he  examined  the  immenfe  cave  which 
ferved  him  for  a  prifon ;  he  thought  he  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  bottom  a  paflage,  the  path  of 
which  could  not  be  followed  without  {looping. 
He  approached  it  with  his  light,  but  there 
came  from  it  fo  ftrong  a  wind,  that  it  was  in- 
ftantly  extinguilhed.  Far  from  lelfening  his 
hopes,  this  accident  feemed  to  encreafe  them. 
So  violent  a  wind  announced  to  him  a  paffage 
outward.  He  entered  it  with  great  difficulty, 
and  almofl  creeping  in  this  darknefs.  As  he 
advanced,  he  heard  a  hollow  noife,  whofe  mur¬ 
mur  prefaged  to  him  fome  Angular  event.  He 
ioon  perceived,  that  he  dipt  his  hands  and  his 
knees  in  a  fpring  of  running  water :  he  raifed 
his  head,  and  finding  that  he  could  take  fome 
reft,  he  fat  down  upon  a  ftone,  which  he  had 
met  with,  amid  the  murmurs  of  many  other 
ft  reams,  which  flowed  from  thefe  deep  caves. 
He  filled  the  hollow  of  his  hand  \yith  this  wa¬ 
ter,  which  was  freffi,  and  delicious.  He  drank 
of  it,  and  after  having  recruited  his  ftrength, 
he  continued  this  fatiguing  journey.  But 
thefe  little  ftreams,  which  thus  far  had  only 
run  upon  the  ground,  had  here  hollowed  out 
a  bed  for  tbemfelves.  He  was  obliged  to  en¬ 
ter  it,  and  the  farther  he  advanced,  the  more 
the  danger  encreafed,  till  at  laft  he  began  to 
fwim.  The  darknefs  around  him  at  length 
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began  to  be  diflipated.  The  cavern  grew 
wider  and  higher,  and  admitted  a  feeble  raj  of 
light,  whicli  feemed  to  announce  that  the  out¬ 
let  was  near.  The  ftrength  of  the  fwimmer 
increafed  with  his  hopes  ;  and  he  foon  found 
himfelf  under  the  vault  of  heaven,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  fun  was  ceafing  to  adorn  it, 
and  the  goddefs  of  the  night  was  fucceeding 
to  the  talk. 

Abaquir  mull  now  repofe  without  fear, 
fpr  his  llrength  was  exhaufted,  He  laid  him¬ 
felf  upon  the  ground,  and,  overcome  with  fa¬ 
tigue,  foon  fell  afleep.  He  had  but  few  of  the 
wet  clothes,  which  he  had  received  from  the 
magician,  to  put  off.  The  rubbing  of  the  flints 
had  carried  awaj  part  of  them,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  was  but  Ihreds. 

The  finging  of  birds  now  announced  the  re¬ 
turn  of  morning,  and  the  firlt  rajs  of  the  fun 
awaked  Abaquir.  This  joung  Prince,  on  o- 
pening  his  eyes,  recolletted  the  dangers  from 
which  he  had  juft  efcaped.  He  retraced  the 
moll  trifling  circumllances  of  them  in  his  me- 
morj.  He  thought  he  remembered  to  have 
feen,  in  the  frightful  cavern  he  had  traverfed, 
the  carcafes  of  fucli  as  had  fallen  vi£lims  to 
the  ambition  of*  the  wicked  magician.  This 
remembrance  filled  his  foul  with  terror  and 
difmaj;  but  at  the  fame  time,  he  felt  the 
yalue  of  the  blefflngs  of  the  Almightj  hand, 

which 


i38 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


which  had  miraculoufly  refcued  him  from  this 
tomb.  Hi 3  eyes,  raifed  to  heaven,  and  fwim- 
ing  in  tears,  exprefted  his  gratitude,  while  his 
lips  celebrated  the  praifes  <?f  the  Almighty, 
.  and  of  his  Prophet. 

Thefe  firft  duties  being  fulfilled,  it  became 
neceflary  to  appeafe,  by  fome  food,  the  hunger 
which  preyed  upon  him.  In  running  round 
the  borders  of  a  fmall  lake,  where  he  was,  he 
perceived  fome  reeds,  of  which  he  fucked  the 
ftalks,  and  chewed  the  roots  with  his  teeth. 
He  dug  up  the  earth  all  around,  which  fur- 
nifhed  him  fuch  fupplies  as  his  urgent  need  re¬ 
quired.  By  the  help  of  care  and  patience,  he 
at  laft  regained  his  ftrength  with  his  courage. 
He  then  took  up  fome  Ihreds  of  his  clothes,  al¬ 
ready  dried  by  the  fun,  and  fixed  them  to  a 
girdle,  made  of  the  leaves  of  reeds ;  and  by 
fearching  carefully,  he  found  a  Hick,  which 
ferved  him  at  once  for  fupport  and  defence. 
He  arrived,  at  length,  after  much  fatigue,  up-, 
on  a  little  plain,  from  whence  he  difeovered  a 
neighbouring  city,  to  which  he  directed  his 
fteps,  by  the  firft  road  that  preferred  itfelf. 

As  foon  as  he  was  perceived  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  one  of  them  ran  to  meet  him,  and  ap¬ 
peared  eager  to  lavifti  upon  him  the  afiSftance, 
of  which  his  external  appearance  {hewed  he 
had  need.  He  foon  obliged  him  to  take  an 
afylum  in  his  heufe,  where  he  was  received 

with 
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T/ith  kindnefs  ;  the  recital  of  his  adventures 
was  liftentd  to  with  feeling,  and  he  found  con¬ 
fidents  in  his  misfortunes.  And  now,  without 
feeling  a  moment’s  uneaiinefs  concerning  the 
fate  of  this  young  Prince,  let  us  return  to  the 
Sultan  Hehraim,  his  father,  much  more  afflic¬ 
ted  than  lie,  by  the  actompliftiment  of  the 
mournful  predi&ion. 

The  fecond  day  after  the  defeat  of  the  lion, 
was  the  rigorous  term  affigned  by  the  aftrolo- 
gers.  The  Sultan,  thinking  to  reap,  at  length, 
the  fruit  of  his  cares  and  prudence,  appeared 
at  the  top  of  the  opening  ;  and  announced  his 
arrival,  as  ufual,  by  the  found  of  a  horn. 
But  no  body  having  anfwered  his  firft  fignal, 
Hebraim,  uneafy  at  this  filence,  made  fome 
of  his  officers  go  down  into  the  pit ;  who,  af¬ 
ter  much  diligent  but  fruitlefs  fearch,  found 
nothing  in  it,  but  the  paw  of  a  lion.  This 
unhappy  father  doubted  no  longer  the  daath 
of  his  fon  ;  he  returned  in  hafte  to  his  palace, 
and  fint  for  the  f  me  aftrolog-rs,  whom  he 
Jiad  formerly  confulted,  rcfpedling  his  fate. 
44  Unhappy,  that  I  am  !”  faid  he  to  them, 

your  fatal  prcdi&ion  is  verified  ;  my  fon  ha3 
l*err  cY •  ired  bv  a  lion,  before  the  expiration 
of  the  fsven  years  ;  for  in  the  retreat  which  I 
prepared  for  him,  I  have  found  nothing  but 
the  paw  of  an  enormous  lion.” — “  Invincible 
Sultan !”  replied  the  aftrologers,  44  fince  the 

event 
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event  forces  from  you  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  truth  of  our  prefage,  we  muft-  congratu¬ 
late  you  now  on  being  beyond  the  reach  of  an 
inevitable  death,  which  he,  whofe  lofs  you 
deplore,  would  have  brought  upon  you. 
Your  fon,  falling  under  his  deftiny,  has  died 
in  innocence,  and  you  are  preferved.”  This 
reflection  brought  forrie  relief  to  the  natural 
forrow  of  the  Sultan,  and  time  completely  ef¬ 
faced  the  remembrance  of  it.' 

In  the  mean  time,  Abaquir,  of  whom  we 
muft  not  lofe  fight,  grew  weary  of  his  idlenefs* 
in  this  little  village,  where  he  had  been  fo  well 
received,  His  landlord  had  a  numerous  fa¬ 
mily,  and  but  very  fmall  refources  for  their 
maintenance.’  The  young  Prince,  being  un¬ 
willing  to  be  a  burden  to  him,  wTent  frequent¬ 
ly  to  hiifit  in  the.  country,  One  day,  as  he  had 
killed  a  deer,  and  was  preparing  to  lay  it  on  his 
llioulders,  he  was  fuddenly  furrounded  byvt  troop 
of  horfemen,- and  doubted  not,  but  he  was  in  the 
middle  of  a  band  of  robbers.  41  Companion  !” 
faid  the  chief  to  him,  “  you  hunt  on  foot,  and 
carry  nothing  but  a  bow.  There  are,  how¬ 
ever,  in  thefe  deferts  many  lions  and  tygers, 
and  you  may  fome  day  be  worfted.  Come 
and  hunt  along  with  us,  and  we  will  give  you 
an  excellent  horfe.”  Abaquir,  already  eager 
for  the  chace,  thought  he  had  found  an  excel¬ 
lent  opportunity  of  following  his  inclination, 

and 
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and  of  relieving  his  landlord  of  the  burden  t>f 
his  entertainment.  He  briikly  replied  to  this 
offer,  by  faying,  that  he  accepted  the  favour 
they  intended  him  of  admitting  him  into  their 
number.  The  chief  of  the  band,  perceived, 
by  this  reply,  that  the  young  man,  who  was 
as  yet  a  novice,  had  not  underftood  his  propo- 
fal  in  its  true  fenfe,  and  thus  refumed  his 
fpeech  :  “  Since  you  are  willing  to  join  us, 

we  will  breakfaft  together,  to  confirm  our  ac¬ 
quaintance.”  Upon  this,  the  reft  of  the  band 
difmounted,  opened  their  knap-fack,  and  be¬ 
gan  each  to  fatisfy  his  appetite.  “  Since  you 
are  one  of  us,”  faid  the  chief,  “  I  muft  inform 
you  of  the  laws,  by  which  we  are  governed. 
We  love  and  aflift  one  another  as  brethren ; 
we  make  an  equal  divifion  of  our  booty,  and 
we  fwear  to  be  faithful  in  life,  or  in  death.” — 
“  I  have  already  lived  among  hunters,”  repli¬ 
ed  Abaquir ;  “  I  love  that  way  of  life,  and 
you  muft  know,  that,  if  I  do  not  owe  my 
birth  to  them,  I  am  at  leaft  indebted  to  them 
for  my  life.  Your  laws  appear  to  me  ex¬ 
tremely  equitable.” — “  Since  it  is  fo,”  faid  the 
chief,  “  I  have  nothing  more  to  do  but  inftruft 
you  in  our  police.  Although  I  am  only  your 
equal,  every  one  here  fubmits  to  me  as  their 
chief.  And,  as  it  is  neceffary,  that  I  ftiould 
be  feared  and  refpedted,  I  treat,  with  extreme 
rigour,  all  thofe  who  difobey  my  orders.” — 

“  The 
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41  The  moment  you  afTociate  in  a  band,”  fai& 
Abaquir,  “  fubor dination  is  eflentially  necefia- 
ry.”*— “  Swear  then  upon  the  Alcoran,  and  by 
the  name  of  the  Holy  Prophet,”  replied  the 
chief,  “  to  fubmit  to  all  our  laws,  without  li¬ 
mitation.”  As  foon  as  Abaquir  heard  the  di¬ 
vine  book  mentioned,  he  believed  he  had  got 
among  faints  ;  and  without  hefitating  took  the 
Alcoran,  put  it  thrice  upon  his  heart,  his 
head,  and  his  lips,  and  promifed  more  than 
was  required  of  him.  Thu3  was  he  enrolled, 
without  knowing  it,  in  the  number  of  the  great- 
ell  mifcreants  of  the  defert.  All  his  new  compa¬ 
nions  embraced  him  with  joy.  He  ^mounted  a 
fine  horfe,  was  covered  with  a  cloak,  and  armed 
with  a  fabre,  a  bow,  and  a  fpear.  Abaquir  was 
delighted,  and  perceived  not,  till  next  day,  the 
rafhnefs  of  the  engagements  h£  had  come  under. 

In  a  lhort  time,  thefe  vagabonds  fpread  them- 
felves  in  the  defert,  and  robbed  and  plundered 
travellers  and  caravans.  Their  number  was 
every  day  encreafed,  by  the  fuccefs  of  their  fa¬ 
tal  expeditions.  At  length,  their  ravages  be¬ 
came  fo  confifierable,  that  the  Sovereign  of 
thefe  countries  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  fome 
troops  to  purfue  them.  This  was  the  Sultan 
Hebraim.  The  robbers  were  furrounded  on 
every  fide  j  and  Abaquir,  being  at  the  head  of 
the  band,  was  particularly  aimed  at  by  the 
Sultan.  But  the  young  man,  warding  off  the 

danger 


ARABIAN  JALE5.  1^3 

danger  which  threatened  him,  wounded  his  ad-1 
verfary  with  an  arrow;  while,  in  another 
quarter,  the  fubje&s  of  the  Prince  had  made 
themfelves  mailer  of  the  robbers.  E very  one, 
that  did  not  fall  by  the  fword,  was  taken  pri- 
foner ;  and  thefe  deferts  were  at  laft  cleared  of 
this  wandering  and  deltru&ive  band. 

The  Sultan,  however,  was  very  grievoufly 
wounded.  On  his  return  to  the  capital,  and 
after  having  received  fome  medicines,  for  his 
'ljurt,  he  fent  for  the  aftrologers.  “  Impof- 
tors  !”  faid  he  to  them,  u  did  you  foretell,  that 
I  was  to  die  by  the  hand  of  a  robber?  You 
who  threatened  me  only  with  dying  by  that  of 
my  'fon  “  Sultan,”  replied  they,  ‘‘every 

thing  which  we  have  foretold  is  unhappily 
but  too  true.  Firlt  let  your  Highnefs  exa¬ 
mine  the  criminal ;  inform  yourfelf  from  what 
hand  the  fatal  arrow  came,  and  then  form  your 
opinion  of  us.” 

Hebraim  made  all  the  prifpners  be  brought 
into  his  prefence,  and  promifed  them  their 
lives  and  their  liberty,  if  they  would  difeover 
the  perfon  that  wounded  him. 

“  It  was  I,”  faid  Abaquir,  with  firmnefs ; 
“  ,1  have  been  fo  unfortunate,  as  to  attack  the 
life  of  my  Sovereign,  whom  I  did  not  know, 
and  I  deferve  death.” — “  Take  courage  young 
man  faid  the  allonilhed  Sultan.  “  Tell  me 
only  who  you  are,  and  who  is  your  father.” 
Vol.  III.  R  Upon 
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Hpon  this  demand,  Abaquir  gave  a  full  detail 
of  his  hiftory,  fo  far  as  was  confident  with  his 
knowledge,  up  to  that  part  of  it,  where  the 
lion  wounded  him,  and  devoured  his  nurfe. 
The  relation  was  interrupted,  by  the  vifible 
change,  which  was  obferved  on  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  the  Sultan  :  but  fomewhat  recovered 
from  this  firft  emotion,  Hebraim  w-armly  foli- 
cited  the  account  of  his  adventures.  The 
young  Prince  continued  his  hiftory,  and  end¬ 
ed  by  defcribing  the  dread  he  had  felt  when 
fighting  againft  the  Sultan. — “  Stop  I”  faid 
Hebraim,  with  tears  in  his  eyes.  “  Approach, 
and  fhew  me  the  bite  of  the  lion.”  Abaquir 
obeyed.  “  I  have  reached  the  truth,”  ex¬ 
claimed  the  Sultan,  as  he  examined  the  fear : 
'4{  Hefitate  no  more,  my  dear  fon,  come  into  my 
arms.  Let  me  have  at  leaft  the  confolation,  before 
going  down  to  the  grave,  of  having  found  my 
only  fon. — Aftrologers  !”  faid  he,  turning  to¬ 
wards  them,  “  you  have  told  me  truth,  as  far 
as  it  was  poflible  for  you,  but  I  was  in  the 
wrong  to  confult  you  about  my  deftiny  ;  we 
ought  to  fubmit  in  filence  to  the  decree  pro¬ 
nounced  upon  us  ;  in  feeking  to  fhun  it,  we 
only  increafe  its  weight.”  Then  addrefting 
tbe  whole  court :  “  Viziers  !  and  grandees  of 
the  realm,”  faid  he  to  them,  “  acknowledge, 
ps  your  rightful  Sovereign,  Ben-IIebraim,  my 

only 
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<5irty  Ton,  and  aflift  him  in  fulfilling,  with  dig^ 
nity,  the  difficult  duties  of  the  throne.” 

Abaquir  having  been  immediately  crowned,' 
under  the  name  of  Abaquir-Ben-Hebraim,  his 
father  died.  He  caufed  the  arrow,  which  had 
entered  his  body,  to  be  pulled  out,  and  his  life 
efcaped,  with  the  blood  which  ifiued  from  the 
large  wound  ;  while  he  reverenced  the  decree, 
whofe  execution  he  had  drawn  upon  himfelf, 
and  blefied  God  for  granting  him  an  heir*  who 
Was  worthy  of  his  crown.  • 

Bert-tltbfairil,  early  tailed  to  the  gOVCrfi* 
tnent  of  a  kingdom,  bnt  by 

ty,  brought  up  amid  labour,  and  virtuous 
from  principle,  Ihewed  himfelf  worthy  of  !h§ 
public  confidence,  The  adventure  of  the  ma*r 
gieian,  andThe  robbers,  put  him  on  hiYguard 
againft  appearances,  He  pardoned  the  latter, 
but  ardently  wifhed,  that  heaven  would  bring 
the  former  under  his  powder,  that  he  might 
make  hiim-an  example  of  juftjee. 

One  day,  as  this  young  Sultan  was  palling 
through  the  market  places  of  the  city,  in  dif- 
guife,  he  perceived  a  ft  ranger,  furrounded  by  a 
croud,  whom  curiofity  had  attra6Ud.  They 
were  admiring  fome  diamonds  and  jewels,  of 
the  mod  exquifite  beauty. 

Ben-Hebraim  obferved  this  ft  ranger  atten¬ 
tively,  and  under  the  rich  drefs  of  an  Arme¬ 
nian,  he  recolle&ed  his  unfortunate  dervife. 

R  2  •  Thf 
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The^ tone  of  hi^  voice,  and  his  Arising  air, 
marked  him  To  drongly,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  miftake  him. 

The  Sultan  fpeedily  returned,  to  his  palace, 
and  fent  fecretly  for  the  youngeft  of  the  rob¬ 
bers,  whom  he  had  kept,  on  account  of  the 
happy  difpofitions  he  had  difcovered  in  him, 
and  of  the  avernon  he  had  (hewn  for  a  manner 
of  life,  which  he  had  formerly  been  compelled 
to  embrace. 

**  Margate  !”  find  he  to  him,  ”  I  have  need 
of  your  aindance,  in  delivering  the  world  from 
a  mod  dangerous  man,”  And,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  pointed  out  to  him  the  part  he  was 
to  a£l,  in  the  plan  which  they  had  concerted 
together. 

Two  days  after,  Ben-Hebraim  fent  to  the 
kane  his  chief  eunuch,  attended  by  four  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  palace,  and  a  train  of  (laves,  to  in¬ 
vite  the  Armenian  jeweller,  Daboul,  to  come 
to  the  palace.  And  for  this  purpofe,  one  of 
-  the  fined  horfes  in  the  dablea  was  led  to  him. 

The  pretended  Armenian  was  adonidied  at 
fo  much  honour ;  and  not  fuppofing  that  this 
1  invitation  had  any  other  motive  than  curiofi- 
ty,  he  collected  his  mod  precious  effects,  and 
intended  to  dazzle  every  ejre,  by  the  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  the  prefent  he  was  to  carry  to  the 
§ultan.  He  enthided  two  of  his  own  (laves 

with 
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with  it ;  and  allowed  himfelf  to  be  condu&ed 
by  the  eunuch. 

As  foon  as  he  arrived  at  the  gates  of  the  pa¬ 
lace,  a  deputation  from  the  Sultan,  with  an 
officer  at  their  head,  came  to  prefent  him  with 
a  richly  ornamented  box,  and, filled  with  Betel*, 
All  the  halls  of  the  palace  which  he  crofifed, 
were  perfumed  with  aloes  and  fandal ;  he  paf- 
fed  thus  even  to  the  moft  retired  clofet  of  the 
Sultan’s  apartment. 

Margam,  in  the  robes  of  a  Sultan,  feated 
upon  an  elevated  fopha,  well  inftru&ed  in 
what  he  was  to  do  and  fay,  was  waiting  for 
the  ftranger.  Before  concerting  with  him,- 
Ben-Hebraira  had  acquired  fome  knowledge 
in  the  magical  art,  the  effeft  of  which  will  foon 
be  perceived. 

At  the  fight  of  Daboul,  Margam  defend¬ 
ed  from  the  fopha,  and  came  to  meet  the  pre¬ 
tended  Armenian,  without  allowing  him  time 
to  kneel,  as  was  ufual ;  and  made  him  fit  down 
on  the  fopha,  givings  him  the  right  hand  place. 
“  Permit  this  homage,”  added  he  ;  “  it  is  that' 
of  a  young  magician  towards  his  mailer.” 
The  aftoniffied  Daboul  was  filent.  “  Here 
R  3  axe 

*  Betel .  A  plant  which  grows  in  India.  It  attaches 
itfelf  to  trees  like  ivy.  The  Indians  hold  it  in  great 
eftimation,  and  believe  it  good  for  ftrengthening  the 
gams,  and  for  the  floraach. 
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tire  my  proofs  !”  purfued  Margam,  and-unco-**. 
yering  his  deliman,  he  fliewed  him  the  red, 
yellow,  and  green  coloured  girdle,  which  a- 
dorned  his  bread.  “  I  earnedly  wiflisd,”  con¬ 
tinued  the  falfe  Sultan,  “  again  to  bring  near  me 
the  man,  for  whom,  wonderful  circumftancea 
have  infpired  me  with  as  much  refpeft  as  cu- 
riofity  ;  the  moment  is  now  come,  and  I  con¬ 
gratulate  myfelf  upon  it.” 

“  Sultan  !”  replied  Daboul,  when  fcienoe 
is  united  with  power,  every  thing  mud  bend 
before  them.  And  you  fee  me  in  admira¬ 
tion,  at  being  within  the  reach  of  kiding  the 
feet  of  another  Solomon.” — ”  Let  us  leave  to 
ordinary  men,”  faid  Margam,  “  the  defire  of 
external  refpeft.  I  feek  not  for  empty  homage, 
but  am  defirous  to  obtain  new  knowledge. 
Befides,  what  is  an  earthly  fovereignty,  fub- 
je&ed  to  fo  much  labour,  and  expofed  to  fo 
many  dangers,  compared  to  that  which  you 
enjoy  ?  What  a  liappinefs  to  be  able  to  ac¬ 
quire  immenfe  riches,  ahd  to  diffufe  the  blef- 
fings  thereof,  without  being  burdenfome  to 
any  I” — ■“  I  cannot,  G  wife  Sultan  !”  replied 
Daboul,  “  but  approve  of  this  noble  ambition, 
and  thefe  virtuous  fentiments.  We  can  make 
ourfelves  maders  of  many  things,  with  great 
facility,  and  without  delivering  a  whole 
people  to  mifery,  and  the  horrors  of  war  ;  we 
facrifice  but  one  man.”— “  That  is  precifely,” 

interrupted 
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interrupted  Margam,  “  what  I  wanted  to  avoid. 
I  would^wifh  to  be  able  to  fare  a  man,  and  it 
is  on  this  very  fubjed  I  was  defirous  to  con- 
fvilt  you.” — “To  fave  him?”  faid  Daboul. 
“  When  he  is  predeftinated  to  it,  one  could  not 
preferve  him,  even  by  putting  himfelf  in  his 
place.” — “  In  this  cafe  he  tnufl  be  abandoned} 
but  I  Would  wifh  at  lead  that  he  might  only 
be  a  Have.” — “  Sultan  !  you  would  obtain  no¬ 
thing  ;  he  mult  be  a  victim  of  confequence,  and 
-of  ii  diftinguifiied  rank.” — “  But  it  appears  to 
me,”  faidMargam,  “  that  in  a  choice  like  this, 
one  is  expofed  to  dangerous  refentments.” — 
“  There  is  a  method  of  confulting  before  hand,” 
replied  the  magician  j  “  fuch  as  I  made  ufe  of 
in  my  laft  fearch,  and  I  received  for  anfwer,  In 
order  that  Mar  gam  may  run  fome  danger ,  it 
would  he  nccejfcny  that  he  Jhould  meet  with  his 
•oiHim  on  earth.  Now,  haring  put  him  two 
hundred  feet  below  ground,  I  would  not  fear 
the  danger  of  his  return.” 

After  appearing  to  mufe,  Margam  added, 
“  It  will  be  neceflary  then,  that  I  overcome 
my  fcruples  ;  I  have  only  one  thing  to  defire 
of  you.  We  can  work  together  during  your 
refidence  here.  I  am  going  to  (how  you  the 
book  which  I  have  upon  my  bread,  and  wilh 
you  to  give  me  yours.  Daboul  could  not  re- 
fufe ;  he  was  in  a  place  where  every  thing  was 
fubjed  to  the  power  of  the  Sultan.  Margam 
took  the  book,  carelefsly  approached  a  burn¬ 
ing 
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ing  pan,  and  threw  it  in.  The  magician  wifh- 
ed  to  pull  it  out,  but  at  that  inftant  the  real 
Sultan,  coming  from  behind  a  curtain,  flopped 
him.  “  Wretch,”  faid  he,  “  thy  hour  is  come. 
Thou  art  in  prefence  of  Abaquir  thy  vi6tim*, 
and  at  the  fame  time  of  Ben  Hebraim,  Sove* 
reign  of  thefe  dominions.”  Then  addreffing  his 
page,  “  Margam,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  layafide 
your  royal  drefs,  and  make  my  eunuchs  ap¬ 
proach !  Infamous  magician!”  continued  he, 
fpeaking  to  Duboul,  “  fee  how  the  deceitful  il- 
lufions  of  thy  art,  have  hurried  thee  under  the 
fwdrd  which  mull  ftrike  thee.  Whither  fhall 
guilt  flee  when  heaven  purfues  it  ?  When  the 
divine  vengeance  arifes  from  the  bowels  of  the 
earth  to  fir  ike.” 

At  thefe  words  the  magician -remained  in 
horror.  But  in  a  fhort  time,  the  terrible  re- 
morfe  which  gnawed  his  confcience  appeared, 
to  have  the  fame  effe6t  upon  him,  that  the  hot 
fire  had  upon  his  deteflable  book.  “  I  burn  l” 
exclaimed  he  at  fhort  intervals,  and  fetting  up 
difmal  fhrieks.  “  Let  him  be  conducted  from 
the  palace,”  faid  the  Sultan,  “  and  let  his  head 
be  cut  off  in  prefence  of  his  flaves,  and  of  the 
people  who  are  there  affembled.” 

„  Aladin  thus  finifhed  the  hiflory  of  the  Sul¬ 
tan  Hebraim,  and  of  his  fon  :  And  after  a  mo¬ 
ment’s 
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mentis  filence,  he  again  addrefled  himfelf  to  Bo- 
hetzad. 

“  Sire,  I  might  here  apply  to  my  own  ad¬ 
ventures,  the  reflections  which  naturally  arife 
from  the  hiflory  you  have  juft  heard.  But  if  the  < 
decree  of  heaven  hath  not  determined  my  de¬ 
liverance,  there  is  no  means  whatever,  which 
could  fave  me  from  the  danger  in  which  I  am 
involved.  The  characters  imprinted  upon  my 
forehead,  decide  concerning  my  fafety,  and  the 
fuccefs  or  the  fhame  of  my  enemies.  But  at 
all  events  I  fhall  remain  rich  in  my  innocence, 
and  fooner  or  latter  it  will  triumph. 

Bohetzad,  more  irrefolute  than  ever,  gave 
notice  by  a  fignal,  that  the  minifter  was  to  be 
cbnduCted  back  to  prifon. 

The  tenth  day  had  jufl  appeared,  fince  the 
condemnation  of  the  young  Aladin  had  been 
fo  often  deferred.  It  wra$  the  time  of  a  feftival. 
The  grandees,  the  courtiers,  and  the  nobility  of 
the  kingdom,  were  aflembled  around  the  throne, 
which  was  a  duty  they  wrere  obliged  to  fulfill. 
The  ten  Viziers  had  all  their  creatures  there. 
Some  of  thefe,  authorifed  by  the  duties  of  their 
ftation,  undertook  to  fpeak  to  the  King  a- 
gainfl  the  fuperintendant,  by  repeating  all  the 
ftrongeft  and  mofl  deceitful  things  that  had 
been  faid,  in  order  to  bring  the  Sovereign  to 
the  decided  refolution  of  exercifing  againfl  this 
convifted  criminal  all  the  feverity  of  juftice. 

They 


2QT  ARABIAN  TALES'. 

They  finiflied  by  infinuating,  that,  being  de— 
fcended  from  robbers,  nothing  was  to  be  ex-- 
pe&ed  from  him  but  crimes.  Every  one  ap¬ 
peared  to  fupport  thefe  afTertions,  by  looks  and 
geftures. 

The  unanimity  of  thefe  advices,  in  appear¬ 
ance  fo  difinterefted,  fliook  the  Monarch  once 
more.  He  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  thefe  marks  of  zeal  by  thanks*  and  to 
juftify  the  irrefohition  of  his  coiidu£t.  I  do 
not  mean  that  the  wicked  attempt  fhould  re-* 
main  ttnpuhifhed,  but  1  would  wifh,  that  the 
criminal  himfelf,  convinced  that  lie  has  merit¬ 
ed  death,  fhould  be  forced  to  acknowledge  the 
equity  of  the  judgement  by  which  be  is  con¬ 
demned.  After  this  obfervation,  be  ordered 
the  criminal,  who  was  Hill  loaded  with  irons* 
to  be  brought  before  him.  i(  Audacious  young 
man,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  you  fee  around  me  the 
reprefentatives  of  my  nation,  to  whom  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  your  life  is  a  grievance.  It  is  only 
by  your  death  that  the  murmurirgs  cf  my 
people  can  be  appeafed.” 

“  Sire,”  replied  Aladin,  with  refpett  and 
dignity,  “  as  to  the  crime  with  which  fo  many 
voices  feem  to  accufe  me,  and  with  whofe  ven¬ 
geance  I  am  purfued,  I  throw  it  always  far 
from  me,  even  to  the  fhadow  of  fufpicion.  If 
the  nation  were  here  worthily  reprefented,  it’s 
voice  would  be  the  voice  of  God,  and  would 
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-ie  lifted  up  in  favour  of  my  innocence.  This 
voice,  to  whofe  found  every  one  is  deaf  at  this 
moment,  yet  refounds  at  the  bottom  of  your 
Majefty’s  heart.  The  fowler  has  lefs  power  to 
fmother  with  his  hands  the  bird  which  he 
holds  in  them,  than  you  have  to  take  away  my 
life.  Your  clemency  alone  would  not  have  led 
you  to  have  deliberated  fo  long,  if  the  finger  of 
God  did  not  weigh  in  your  heart,  the  atrocity 
of  the  imputations  with  which  I  am  charged, 
and  if  the  power  of  the  ftar  which  rules  my 
fortune,  were  not  oppofed  to  my  fall.  I  find 
among  the  adventures  of  the  family  of  Seli- 
manflia,  innumerable  circumftances,  that  have 
a  refembldnce  to  mine'.  Balavan  his  fon  found, 
in  attempting  the  cleath  of  one  of  his  nephews, 
that  no  human  power  can  haften  the  moment 
•of  death  marked  out  by  Providence.” — “  I 
fhouldwiQi  to  know,”  faid  Bohetzad,  “  if  you 
can  ftiew  us  in  the  hiftory  of  this  family,  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  ingratitude  like  yours.” 


Hiftory  of  Selimanjha  and  his  Family, 

Sire,”  replied  the  young  fuperintendant  im¬ 
mediately,  “killory  has  preferved  to  us  the  me¬ 
mory  of  a  King  of  Perfia,  named  Selimanfha, 
avho  pofTefied  all  the  virtues  of  a  great  Sove- 
,  reign* 
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reign.  His  family  confifted  of  two  fons  ;  but 
was  increafed  by  an  only  daughter  of  Kalifla 
his  brother,  whom  thislaft,  when  dying,  had  en- 
trufted  to  his  care.  Senfible  of  this  preference, 
Selimanfha  forgot"  nothing,  in  order  to  return 
this  confidence.  His  love  for  his  brother,  join¬ 
ed  to  thepureft  virtues,  engaged  him  to  beftow 
the  greateft  care  on  the  education  of  this  Prin- 
cefs,  whom  he  looked  upon  as  his  own  daugh¬ 
ter.  Attentions  fo  marked,  and  favours  fo  de¬ 
licate,  met  in  this  young  difciple  the  happiefl 
difpofitions,  and  foon  brought  her  to  a  great 
degree  of  perfe&ion. 

From  the  age  of  twelve,  the  charms  of  her 
perfon,  and  the  graces  of  her  mind,  made  her 
be  remarked  by  perfons  of  her  own  fex,  as  the 
ftarof  morning  in  the  bofom  of  the  firmament. 
Her  well-ftored  memory  always  enabled  her 
to  difplay  the  foundnefs  of  her  judgement. 
She  was  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  Alcoran, 
as  to  repeat  chapters  of  it  at  pleafure  ;  and  file 
explained  its  meaning,  with  a  precifion  that  de¬ 
lighted  every  hearer. 

Selimanfha,  feeing  his  amiable  niece  fit  for 
marriage,  thought  he  could  not  difpofe 
of  her  hand  better,  ’than  by  beftowing  it  on 
one  of  his  fons.  He  propofed  this  to  the  Prin- 
cefs,  leaving  her  however  abfolute  miflfefs  of 
her  choice.  “  It  is  only  your  happinefs  that 
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I  feek,  daughter  ;  pronounce,  and  my  will  fliall 
follow  your  decifion.” 

“  On  whofe  judgment  could  I  better  rely, 
than  on  yours?”  replied  Chamfada.  “  I  com¬ 
mit  myfelf  entirely  to  the  tendeme/s  of  which 
I  have  every  day  the  moll  affeCling  proofs, 
from  the  moll  beloved  parent  ;  and  I  fubmit 
with  pleafure  to  every  thing  which  your  wif- 
dom  lhall  determine  concerning  me.” 

“  Your  confidence  flatters  me,”  replied  the 
good  Monarch,  “  and  I  would  redouble  my  af¬ 
fection  for  you,  did  I  think  it  capable  of  being 
increafed.  Since  you  leave  to  me  the  difpofal 
of  your  lot,  I  will  join  it  to  that  cf  my  fecond 
fon.  The  happy  fimilarity  which  I  have  cb- 
ferved  in  your  difpofitions,  feenis  to  me  to 
promife  the  moll  agreeable  union.  I  difeern 
in  him,  inrtues,  which  now  unfolding  them- 
felves,  will  foon  become  the  rivals  of  your  own. 
You  are  born  to  govern  kingdoms,  and  I  think 
he  pofiTelTes  virtues  worthy  of  a  throne.  In 
giving  him  your  hand,  and  in  allotting  him  my 
crown,  I  promote  your,  happiriefs,  his,  and 
that  of  my  people. 

The  amiable  Princefs  call  down  her  eyes, 
while  Ihe  thanked  her  uncle  for  his  goodnefs. 
Selimanfha  immediately  ordered  the  prepara¬ 
tions  neceflary  for  the  celebration  of  the 
nuptials.  • 

Publick  rejoicings  followed  it;  andmanifelled 
Vol.  III.  S  the 
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-the  general  fatisfa£ion.  The/  lafted  fixty 
da/s :  And  at  the  end  of  this  term,  Seli- 
^manflia,  defirtus  of  his  repofe,  abdicated  the 
crown,  in  favour  of  the  fon,  to  whofe  fortune 
he  had  juft  united  the  lovely  Chamfada. 

Balavan,  the  eldeft  of  Selimanfha’s  fons,  ex- 
pe&ed  to  afcend  the  throne  at  the  death  of  his 
'father.  Smitten  with  the  charms  of  his  beau¬ 
tiful  relation,  he  was  reckoning  upon  offering 
her  his  hand,  and  affociating  her  with  his  for¬ 
tune.  Indignation  and  jealoufy  Took  poffeffion 
of  his  heart,  when  he  faw  the  rank  and  hap- 
pinefs,  to  which  he  thought  himfelf  called  by 
the  right  of  age,  pafs  into  the  hands  of  hi*  bro¬ 
ther.  *  Although  hi,s  merit  had  not  been  a  rea¬ 
son  for  this  preference,  he  knew  that  the  So¬ 
vereigns  of  this  part  of  the  Eaft,  have  the 
power  of  choofing  their  fucceflfors  in  their  fami¬ 
ly,  without  regard  to  the  prerogatives  of  age. 
But  the  impetuous  Balavan  thought  they 
fhould  have  departed  from  this  ufage  in  his 
behalf,  and  followed  that  of  other  nations. 

The  birth  of  a  fon,  of  whom  the  Queen  was 
happily  delivered,  encreafed  the  rage  of  this 
frantic  brother,  and  was  another  obftacle  to  his 
.pretenfions.  %  This  event  completed  his  defpair. 
He  found  means  to  introduce  himfelf  fecretly 
.into  the  apartment  of  the  King  his  brother, 
and  with  a  furious  hand,  plunged  his  poniard 
into  his  breaft.  He  entered  with  the  fame 
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5>ecautions,  and  the  fame  defign,  into  that 
where  the  infant  was  afleep.  But  lifting  tin* 
veil  which  concealed  this  young  Prince,  more 
beautiful  than  the  day,  a  fupernatural  feeling 
feemed  to  withold  his  arm.  “  Thou  IhouldH 
have  been  my  fon,”  faid  he,  “  if  injultice  had 
not  torn  from  me  the  -heart  and  the  hand  of 
Chamfwda And  recognifing  at  the  fame  time, 
in  this  innocent  vi&im,  the  features  of  her, 
whoft  charms  he  adored,  an  involuntary  emotion 
made  him  ftrike  a  feeble  blow  ;  the  poniard 
wavered  in  his  trembling  hand,  and  the  wound 
of  the  ftroke  was  not  mortal. 

Balavan  was  only  induced  to  fpare  his  fifter- 
in-law,  from  the  hopes  he  entertaine.d  of  one 
day  obtaining  her  hand.  This  hope,  however, 
reftrained*  his  murdetrng  arm.  As  for  Seli- 
manfha,  he  cfcaped  this  monfter  by  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  his  guards.  At  the  moment  w  hen  he 
approached  the  apartment  of  his  father,  in  the 
dreadful  defign  of  completing  his  crimes  by  em- 
bruing  his  hands  in  his  blood,  he  was  perceiv¬ 
ed  by  a  Have,  who,  afiilled  by  the  eunuchs  of 
the  guard,  deprived  the  murderer  of  every 
hope  of  fuccefs,  in  the  crime  he  was  about  to 
commit.  Convinced  then  that  he  could 
efcape  fufpicion,  helled,  and  concealed  himfelf 
on  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom,  in  a  caltle 
fortified  both  by  nature  and  by  art. 

Day,  which  began  to  appear,  was  foon  to 
S  2  difcovci? 
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difeover  the  horrors  of  this  bloody  night..* 
With  the  firft  rays  of  morning,  the  nurfe  went 
to  give  fuck  to  her  tender  care,  whofe  blood 
deluged  the  cradle.  Loft  in  aftpniftiment,  (he 
ran  to  the  apartment  of  the  King  and  Queen, 
to  announce  thb  fatal  news.  Her  defpair  and 
Hirieks  went  before  her*  and  awakened  Cham- 
fada.  This  unhappy  Queen  opened  her  eyes, 
and  found  her  hufband,  breathing  his  laft 
at  her  fide.  The  cries  of  the  nurfe  made 
her  dread  misfortunes  ftill  more  terrible.  A 
lpoufe  and  a  weeping  mother,  (he  ran  to  the 
cradle  of  her  fon,  and  to  ok -him  in  her  arms. 
He  ftill  breathed  ! '  and  fhe  conceived  the  hope 
of  faving  his  life.  The  whole  palace  was  in 
motion.  Selimanfha  arrived  with  his  eunuchs. 
Surgeons  were  called,  whofe  fkill  and  attention 
reftored  the  life  of  this  innocent  creature.  But 
they  were  employed  to  no  purpofe  on  the  body 
of  the  young  Monarch,  whofe  death  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  Chamfada  deplored.  Aromatic  and  me¬ 
dicinal  herbs,  and  the  balms  of  the  Eaft,  pro¬ 
duced  their  effeft  on  the  wound  of  the  child,  and 
rekindled  the  hopes  of  his  mother.  He  was 
again  placed  in  the  bofom  of  his  nurfe  ;  and  the 
preemptive  heir  of  Selimanfha  was  at  length 
out  of  all  danger. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  aged  Monarch  endea¬ 
voured  to  difeover  the  murderer  of  his  children. 
Thehafty  fligTitof  Balavan,  his  poniard  ftained 
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With  blood,  which  was  found  in  the  apart¬ 
ment,  foon  confirmed  the  fufpicions  to  which 
his  vicious  difpofition  had  at  firfl  given  rife. 
The  unfortunate  old  man  with  difficulty  re- 
ftrained  the  <^c*fs  of  his  grief.  “  Heaven  J”* 
exclaimed  he,  “  keep  far  from  me  the  angel  of 
death,  fince  it  is  your  will  that  I  fhould  ftill  be 
ufeful  on  earth.”  After  this  he  aflembled  the 
Grandees  and  the  Viziers,  and  announced  to 
them  his  intention  of  refuming  the  reialjl  of 
government. 

His  firft  care  was  to  comfort  the  difconfolate 
Chamfada,  and  they  agreed  in  directing  their 
attention  to  the  lovely  infant,  whom  providence 
had  preferved.  While  they  ftrengthenetl  his 
conftitution,  they  alfo  formed  his  underfland- 
ing  and  his  heart.  The  mother  explained  to  him 
paflages  of  the  law,  which  ought  to  guide  his 
manners  and  his  conduct,  and  the  old  man  in- 
ftru&ed  him  in  the  important  knowledge  of 
the  world,  and  of  men. 

At  the  age  of  eight,  the  young  Prince  was 
fo  robuft,  that  he  was  able  to  handle  arms,  and 
endure  the  fatigues  of  riding.  And  in  a  few 
years  more,  his  moral  virtues  were  unfolded, 
and  promifed  one  day  to  eclipfe  thofe  which 
had  fhone  fo  confpicuous  in  the  King  his  fa¬ 
ther. 

Selimanfha,  now  judging  that  his  grand- fon, 
with  the  affiflance  of  good  counfel,  was  capable’ 
S3  of  * 
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of  wearing  the  crown,  refigned  the  reins  of 
empire  into  his  hands,  amidfl  the  affembled 
divan,  and  caufedhim  be  proclaimed  King,  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Shafeliman,  amidll  the  accla¬ 
mations  of  the 'kingdom.  The  people,  not  yet 
recovered  from  aftoniihment  at  the  dreadful 
ftroke,  which  had  deprived  them  of  a  Sovereign 
they  adored,  appeared  to  promife  his  heir  the 
fame  attachment,  and  to  expert  from  him  the 
fame  love. 

The  new  King,  dire&ed  by  wife  counfels,  did 
not  belie  the  happy  anticipation  of  his  fub- 
jefls  iu  his  favour.  The  Cadis  and  Viziers, 
fulfilling  with  propriety  the  duties  of  their  of¬ 
fice,  made  the  laws  be  beloved,  the  wife 
and  fpeedy  execution  of  which  confirmed  the 
happinefs  of  all.  Equally  punctual  in  the 
duties  of  religion,  as  in  thofe  of  the  throne, 
Shafeliman  was  regular  in  his  ablutions,  attend¬ 
ed  prayers  in  the  mofques,  held  three  divans 
in  the  week,  was  every  day  bufied  with  his- 
minifters,  and  was  found  in  every  place  where 
his*  prefence  was  necefiary,  to  reftore  tranquil¬ 
lity  and  good  order.  The  people,  happy  un¬ 
der  his  government,  enjoyed  their  felicity  in 
peace,  when  new  crimes  came  to  difturb  it, 
and  tear  from  them  the  hope  of  a  durable  hap¬ 
pinefs. 

The  accurfed  Balavan,  purfued  by  remorfe  at 
the  crime  which  he  had  committed,  and  not 
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thinking  himfelf  fafe  among  a  people  by  whom 
he  was  hated,  left  the  fortified  place  where  he 
had  taken  refuge,  and  attempted  to  retire  in¬ 
to  Egypt,  in  order  to  implore  the  protection 
of  the  Sovereign  of  that  vaft  empire.  There, 
concealing  his  crimes,  he  prefented  himfelf  as 
an  unfortunate  Prince,  the  victim  of  a  woman, 
and  facrificed  by  a  father,  whom  age  had  ren¬ 
dered  weak.  The  King  of  Egypt  received 
him  with  kindnefs,  and  was  preparing  to  give 
him  afiiftance,  when  an  envoy  of  Selimanfha 
arrived,  and  demanded  audience. 

This  old  Monarch,  informed  by  his  fpies  of  the 
road  which  Bala  van  had  taken,  had  fent  deputies 
to  all  the  courts,  at  which  this  wretch  might 
beg  a  retreat  or  fupport.  A  very  full  deferip- 
tion  was  given  of  the  fugitive,  and  all  his 
crimes  w«re  mentioned; 

The  Sultan,  in  communicating  to  the  crimi¬ 
nal  the  difpatches  he  had  received,  gave  im¬ 
mediate  orders,  that  he  fhould  be  fhut  up  in 
clofe  confinement,  waiting  the  fentence,  which 
an  enraged  father  fhould  pafs  againfl  him. 
Such  was  the  order  intimated  to  Balavan,  and 
fuch  was  the  import  of  the  anfwer,  which  was 
given  to  the  King  Selimanfha.  But  this  fa¬ 
ther,  too  weak  and  affectionate,  committed  at 
once  two  capital  blunders  in  politics. 

In  order  to  excite,  againfl  his  fon,  all  the 
anger  of  the  Egyptian  King,  he  had  concealed 

from 


ARABIAN  TALSS. 


I’ll 

from  him,  that  the  yonng  Shafeliman  had  es¬ 
caped  the  mortal  blow,  which  was  aimed  at 
him.  He  did  not  corre&  this  opinion  in  his 
Oecond  letter,  and  advifed  the  King  of  Egypt 
to  fet  the  criminal  at  liberty.  “  Already  too 
unhappy*”  faid  he,  “  I  do  not  wifli  to  ftain  my 
hand,  by  tracing  the  order  for  my  fon’s  death.* 
Let  him  wander  from  place  to  place,  deftitute 
of  refources  and  afliftance.  having  no  compa¬ 
nion  but  remorfe,  and  no  fociety  but  the  tygers 
of  the  dcfert,  lefs  inhuman  than  himfelf.  Af- 
failed  by  want,  tormented  by  grief,  and  detefl- 
ed  by  others,  may  he  himfelf  become  the  in- 
llrument  of  my  vengeance,  which  I  leave  tor 
the  King  of  Kings.” 

Upon  this  refolution,  the  Siiltan  fet  Balavnn 
at  liberty,  and  banilhed  him  for  ever  from  his- 
kingdom.  Of  this  he  gave  an  account  to  Se- 
limanfha,  with  whom  he  entered  upon  a  much 
more  agreeable  negociation. 

The  fame  of  the  beauty  and  valuable  quali¬ 
ties  of  Chamfada,  had  reached  £*ven  to  Egypt^ 
Benfirak,  the  Sultan,  juft  mentioned,  perceiv¬ 
ing,  that  it  was  poffible  to  obtain  her  hand, 
made  the  propofal  to  Selimanlha,  in  the  moft 
urgent  and  refpe&ful  terms,  befeeching  him 
to  gain  the  confent  of  her,  whom  both  nature 
and  blood  had  made  fubjeft  to  him,  as  his  niece 
and  daughter-in-law. 
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The  aged  Monarch  of  Periia,  pleafed  with 
a  demand,  which  offered,  to  his  amiable  niece, 
fa  advantageous  an  eflablifhment,  inftantly  laid 
the  propofal  before  her.  The  feeling  Cham- 
fada  could  not  hear  it  without  tears.  Her 
heart  ftill  belonged  wholly  to  the  hufband 
whom  fhe  had  loft,  and  fhe  muft  tear  herfelf 
from  the  arms  of  her  uncle,  and  her'child,  to 
be  able  to  open  her  foul  to  the  impreffions  of 
a  new  affection.  “  Alas  !  uncle,”  faid  fhe, 
“  what  fentiments  will  ever  replace  thofe, 
whofe  fweetnefs  I  here  experience  ?  Where 
could  I  find  duties  fo  pleafant  to  fulfill?”— 
“  My  dear  daughter,”  replied  Selimanfha, 
“  you  are  alked  in  marriage,  by  one  of  the 
moft  powerful  Monarchs  in  the  world.  His 
virtues  are  highly  praifed,  and  his  perfon  fa- 
'vourably  fpoken  of.  Your  fon,  whom  I  have 
placed  upon  my  throne,  ftands  in  need  of  a 
protection  more  vigorous  and  lading  than  mine. 
You  will  be  able,  by  your  addrefs,  to  bring 
about  a  ftriCt  alliance  betwixt  the  two  Mo¬ 
narchs*  But  forget  not,  that,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  expulfion  of  Balavan,  I  have  charged 
him  with  the  double  crime  of  having  affafli- 
nated  his  brother  and  his  nephew.  Shafeliman 
reigns  in  Perfia,  as  a  defeendant  of  my  houfe, 
and  his  mother  muft  be  concealed  from  Benfi- 
rak.  You  will  become  dearer  to  him,  when 
he  can  hope  for  your  undivided  affeCtions,  and 
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that  they  will  only  be  extended  to  the  children, 
who  {hall  be  born  of  this  marriage.  My  ex¬ 
perience  hath  taught  me  the  weaknciTes  of  the 
human  heart.  A  powerful  man  always  dif- 
trufls  difcourfes,  in  which  perfonal  interefl  i^ 
concerned.  You  can  render  your  fon,  upon- 
the  Perfian  throne*,  the  moft  effential  fervices, 
as  a  diflant  relation,  without  being  fufpe&ed 
of  facrificing  the  interefls  of  your  hufband  and 
children ;  but  were  you  to  fpeak  in  behalf  of  a 
Ion,  you  would  be  looked  upon  as  a  mother 
blinded  by  an  excefs  of  love.  Befides,  it  ifr 
very  fortunate  for  us,  that  Bcnfirik,  fmitten 
with  your  charms,  expe&s  from  our  favour,1 
what  he  might  force  from  us,  by  his  power; 
Let  us  not,  by  a  refufal,  draw  the  fcourge  of 
war  upon  our  people,  and  let  us  facrifice,  to- 
their  repofe,  and  our  own  interefls,  the  plea- 
fure  we  would  have  in  living  together.” 

Chamfada  made  no  oppofition  to  thefe  argu¬ 
ments,  more  fpecious  than  folid;  and  Seliman- 
fha,  in  a  fhort  time,  returned  in  anfwer  to  the 
Sultan,  that  his  niece  found  herfelf  extremely 
honoured,  by  the  choice  of  the  powerful  So¬ 
vereign  of  Egypt,  and  that  fhe  was  ready  to 
be  united  to  him._  Oh  hearing  this,  the  Sul¬ 
tan,  intoxicated  with  joy,  fent  an  ambaflador, 
with  a  fuperb  retinue,  to  bring  his  fpoufe. 
Selimanfha,  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the  E- 
gyp.tian  miniiler  in  his  kingdom,  went  twenty 
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leagues  from  his  capital  to  meet  him,  received 
him  in  a  magnificent  camp,  and  after  having 
feafted  him  for  two  days,  delivered  to  him  his 
niece.  The  ceremonies  were  Ihortened,  as 
Tvell  to  gratify  the  impatience  of  the  Sultan, 
as  to  conceal  from  the  ambaftador,  the  fecret  of 
the  exiftence  of  Chamfada’s  fon.  The  aged 
.Monarch,  at  that  time,  affiimed  the  dignity  of 
envoy  from  the  King  of  Perfia,  to  fulfill  the 
conditions  of  the  treaty.  - 

No  fooner  had  Chamfada  arrived  in  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  Egypt,  than  the  Sultan  fent  for  the 
*  mufti  and  the  cadi,  for  the  contract  and  cere¬ 
mony  of  marriage.  Their  obedience  was  im- 
'tnediately  rewarded,  by  a  prefent  of  robes, 
and  five  thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  The  Prin- 
.cefs  entered  the  apartment  allotted  for  the  nup¬ 
tials.  A  crowd  of  moft  beautiful  Haves,  and 
•magnificently  drelTed,  conduced  her  to  the 
bath,  carrying  pots,  in  which  the  moft  preci¬ 
ous  fpices  were  burning.  At  her  coming  out 
of  the  bath,  fhe  was  covered  with,  clothes, 
whofe  fplcndor  outihone  the  lights  of  the  a- 
partment ;  and  her  beauty  eafily  eclipfed  that 
of  every  thing  around  her.  In  this  fituation 
fhe  was  conduced  to  the  Sultan. 

This  Monarch  received  her  with  demonftra- 
tions  of  the  moft  tender  affe&ion,  and  feated 
her  by  his  fide.  A  fupper  was  fertfed  up  to 
them,  of  which  the  delicacy  exceeded  the  pre- 
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fufion  of  the  diflies.  He  preferred  his  future 
fpoufe  with  feveral  boxes,  ftored  with  the  ra- 
reft  jewels  ;  and  crowned  at  laft  this  happy 
day,  by  fulfilling  the  obligations  which  Hymen 
impofed. 

In  the  meam  time,  in  the  middle  of  thefe 
feafls,  Chamfada,  far  from  partaking  of  the 
public  felicity,  and  of  the  happinefs  of  her 
hufband,  pined  in  fecret.  Separated  from  her 
*fon,  flie  was  occupied  about  him  alone,  to 
whom  her  heart  was  truly  attached.  Second¬ 
ing  the  political  and  foolifli  views  of  her  uncle, 
fhe  would  hazard  nothing  with  the  Sultan, 
which  might  leflen  the  character  of  this  re- 
fpe&able  old  man ;  and  fhe  durft  not  fpeak  of 
her  foa.  What  evils,  -however,  might  flie  not 
have  prevented  by  a  proper  confidence  !  And 
what  might  fhe  not  have  expetted  from  the 
love  of  Benfirak,  which  grew  ftronger  every 
day  ! 

The  event  was  foon  tojuftify  the  tender 
uneafinefs  of  the  Queen,  refpe&ing  her  fon. 
Balavan,  informed  of  the  marriage  of  his  After- 
in-law  with  the  Sultan  of  Egypt,  and  having 
learned  that  Selimanflia  reigned  in  Perfia,  felt 
his  projects  of  vengeance  awaken  in  his  heart. 
He  beheld  himfelf  deprived  of  the  fruit  of  his 
crimes,  of  the  throne  of  Perfia,  the  objedl  of 
his  ambition,  and  of  the  beauty  he  was  anxious 
to  conquer.  The  wretch  delivered  over  to 
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his  inclinations,  iufe£ed  by  every  fort  of  ex- 
cefs,  the  kingdom  which  he  laid  his  account 
to  feize,  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
lived  by  rapine  and  robbery. 

At  length  Selimanflia,  finking  under  the 
weight  of  years,  refigned  his  foul  into  the 
hands  of  his  Creator.  No  fooner  was  Bala¬ 
yan  informed  of  this  event,  than  he  ran  at  the 
head  of  the  banditti,  of  w'hom  he  was  the  chief, 
*  ftirring  them  up  to  revolt,  drawing  together 
new  forces,  gaining  fome  by  magnificent  pro- 
mifes,  and  feducing  others  by  the  allurement 
of  the  gold  which  his  crimes  had  amafled. 
They  concerted  their  meafures  together.  He  de¬ 
throned  his  nephew',  threw'  him  into  a  dungeon, 
and  was  proclaimed  in  his  ftead. 

This  cruel  ufurper,  net  content  w-ith  hi$ 
fuccefs,  determined  to  put  to  death  the  inno¬ 
cent  vi&im,  who  had  formerly  made  fo  mira¬ 
culous  an  efcape  from  his  murdering  arm* 
Butr compaflion,  which  could  find  no  avenue 
to  his  foul,  had  entered  the  heart  of  his  w  retch- 
ed  accomplices.  “  We  cannot  confent  to  the 
death  of  a  young  man  that  hath  done  ho  evil,” 
faid  they  to  Balavan  ;  “  keep  him  in  clofe  con¬ 
finement,  if  you  are  afraid  of  His  intcreft,  but 
fpare  his  life.”  He  was  forced  to  comply 
with  their  demand,  and  fhut  up  his  nephew  in 
a  cave. 
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Chatnfada  having  heard  thefe  afflidfing  newfeg 
was  unable  to  reftrain  her  exceflive  grief. 
But  fhe  could  not  inform  her  hulband  of  the 
misfortune  of  her  fon,  without  expofing  th§ 
memory  of  her  uncle  Selimanfha,  without  re¬ 
calling  him  as  an  impoftor,  fince  he  had  writ¬ 
ten,  that  the  young  Shafeliman  had  been  affaf- 
finated ;  and  fhe  put  her  truft  and  hope  in 
God.  In  the  mean  time,  the  deteftable  Bala- 
van  completed  the  conqueft  of  Perfia.  All  the 
grandees  of  the  kingdom  came  to  pay  him  ho¬ 
mage.  The  young  Shafeliman  remained  fliut 
up  four  years,  and  fcarcely  receiving  as  much 
food  as  was  neceflary  for  his  fnbfiflence.  Load¬ 
ed  with  misfortune,  he  decayed  in  his  looks,  and 
his  beauty  no  more  recalled  the  image  of  his 
mother,  of  whom  he  was  the  perfedl  refem- 
blance.  At  length  it  pleafed  Providence,  that 
watched  over  him,  to  relieve  him  for  a  little 
from  fo  many  evils. 

Balavan,  feated  in  his  divan,  and  furrounded 
by  a  brilliant  court,  feemed  to  enjoy,  in  peace, 
an  authority  which  appeared  immoveable.  In 
midft  of  grand^s,  whofe  confidence  he  thought 
he  poffeffed,  and  of  courtiers,  whofe  flattery 
he  received,  a  voice  was  heard.  This  voice, 
facred  to  truth,  and  ftill  devoted  to  the  memo¬ 
ry  of  Selimanlha,  fpake  as  follows : 

“  Sire,  heaven  has  crowned  you  with  prof- 
perity  j  in  giving  you,  wi&  this  empire,  the 

beam 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


1  If 

hearts  of  your  people,  your  throne  appears  to 
Teft  upon  an  immoveable  foundation ;  {hew 
yourfclf  more  and  more  worthy  of  the  favours 
of  the  Mod  High.  Call  a  look  of  compafiion 
tipon  a  feeble  young  man,  whofe  innocence,  is 
his  only  fupport  ;  who  never  opens  his  eyes  to 
the  light,  but  to  Hied  tears  ;  every  moment  of 
whofe  exigence  has  been  marked  by  differing? 
and  misfortune.  The  unfortunate  Shafeliman 
never  could  offend  you  ;  reftore  him  his  liber¬ 
ty.” — “  I  would  agree  to  your  requeft,”  re¬ 
plied  Balavan,  “  bad  I  not  lome  reafons  to 
fear,  that  he  would  form  a  party  sgainft  me, 
and  become  the  leader  of  the  malecontents, 
whom  a  K'ng  never  fails  to  make,  in  fpite  of 
his  bell  intentions.” — “  Alas  !  Sire,”  replied 
the  Prince  who  had  fpoken,  **  who  would  fol¬ 
low  a  young  man,  in  whom  nature  is  partly- 
wafted  by  differing,  and  whofe  foul  has  no 
longer  any  vigour  ?  Your  fubje&s  are  devot¬ 
ed  to  your  intereft,  and  where  would  he  find 
any  who  would  be  foolilb  enough  to  cheri{\ 
ambitious  defigns  againft  you  ?”  Balavan 
yielded  to  thefe  arguments,  and  affefting  cle¬ 
mency  in  the  prefence  of  his  court,  he  ftt  the 
young  Shafeliman  at  liberty,  dreffed  him  in  a 
rich  rcbe,  and  gave  him  the  command  of  a  dis¬ 
tant  province.  But  this  was  not  fo  much  with 
a  view  to  procure  *him  profperity,  as  to 
get  rid  of  him  altogether,  by  fending  him  to 
T  2  the 
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the  defence  of  a  country,  which  was  continual¬ 
ly  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  Infidels.  He  pre¬ 
fumed,  with  fome  reafon,  that  he  would  facri- 
fice  his  life  there  ;  fince  none  of  his  predecef- 
fors  had  ever  efcaped  the  dangers  with  which 
that  part  of  Perfia  was  threatened. 

The  yoilng  Prince  departed  with  a  fmall 
party.  Scarcely  were  they  arrived  at  the  place 
of  their  deftination,  when  the  conje&ures  of 
his  uncle  Balavan  were  partly  verified.  The 
Infidels  made  an  irruption.  Shafeliman?  having 
nothing  to  oppofe  to  them,  but  a  handful  of 
men,  was  forced  to  yield  to  numbers,  and^  fell 
himfelf  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  But 
they,  on  account  of  his  age  and  beauty,  de¬ 
parting  from  the  cruel  ufage  they  pra&ifed  on 
fuch  occafions,  inftead  of  putting  him  to  death, 
were  fatisfied  with  letting  him  down  into  a 
well,  wher£  feveral  Mufiulmen  were  already 
fhut  up  prifoners.  This  unhappy  Prince,  the 
vi£lim  of  deftiny,  faw  a  whole  j^ear  elapfe,  in 
this  dreadful  captivity. 

Thefe  Infidels  had  a  cuftom  every  year,  on  a 
certain  day,  of  carrying  fuch  as  they  had  made 
prifoners,  to  be  thrown  from  the  top  of  a  very 
high  tower. 

Shafeliman  was  drawn  up  from  the  well, 
conduced  to  the  top  of  the  tower,  and  thrown 
dbwm  with  others.  But  Provid  nee,  who 
watched  over  his  life,  made  him  fall  upon  the 
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body  of  one  of  his  companions  in  misfortune,- 
This  body,  partly  bearing  him  up,  and  the  air 
fupportinghis  clothes,  preferred  him  from  a  mor¬ 
tal  fall.  He  was  ftunned  by  the  rapidity  of  the 
motion,  but  he  neither  met  with  a  fra£turc 
lior  a  contufion  ;  and  unlefs  a  long  fwoon,  he 
experienced  no  other  accident. 

He  was  at  length  recalled  to  life,  amidft  the 
unfortunate  people  who  had  loft  it.  His  fiift 
ftep  was  to  raife  his  foul  to  God,  and  to  teftify 
his  gratitude  to  him,  through  the  interceflion  of 
his  great  Prophet.  He  difcovered,  that  he 
was  in  the  middle  of  an  immenfe  foitft;  and 
that  the  corpfes  which  l'urrounded  him,  muft 
neceflarily  attraft  the  wild  beafts  ;  he  therefore 
removed  from  this  dangerous  fpot.  He  walk¬ 
ed  all  night ;  and  as  foon  as  he  thought  himfelf 
beyond  the  reach  of  men  and  animals,  he  a- 
fcended  a  tree,  endeavouring  to  conceal  himfelf 
in  its  foliage  from  the  notice  of  travellers,  and 
fupporting  himfelf  by  wild  fruits.  This  way 
of  life  he  conftamly  purfued,  till  he  reached  the 
dominions  of  Balavan  his  uncle. 

He  was  near  en rering  the  firft  city  of  Perfia* 
when  he  perceived  five  or  fix  men  converfing 
together.  Perceiving  them  to  be  Mufiu;men* 
he  accofted  them,  and  gave  them  an  account 
of  the  treatment  he  had  received  from  the  In¬ 
fidels,  and  of  the  miraculous  way  in  which  he 
had  been  faved.  The  fimplicity  of  his  rela- 
T  3  tion,. 


2  ARABIAN  TALE*. 

tion,  leaving  no  room  to  fufpe&  its  truth,  tliej* 
were  afie&ed  with  compafiion  in  his  favour, 
and  conducted  him  to  their  houfe,  where  he 
enjoyed  all  the  rights  of  hofpitality.  After 
fome  days  reft,  he  took  leave  of  his  benefac¬ 
tors,  in  order  to  continue  his  journey  towards 
the  capital  where  Balavan  reigned.  His  land¬ 
lords,  after  furniftiing  him  with  whatever  he 
had  need  of,  ftiewed  him  the  way,  without  e- 
ver  fufpe£tirig,  that  the  young  man,  whom 
they  had  entertained  in  fo  obliging  a  manner,, 
was  the  nephew  of  their  Sovereign. 

The  young  Prince  walked  night  and  dayv 
Fatigued,-  tired,  his  legs  and  feet  tom  by  the 
brambles  and  flints,  he  at  length  arrived  under 
the  walls  of  Ifpahan,  and  fat  down  near  a  ba- 
fon,  which  ferved  as  a  refervoir  to  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  fountain.  Scarcely  had  he  time  to 
recover  his  breath,  when  he  faw  feveral  gentle¬ 
men  on  horfeback  approaching.  They  were  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  King,  whb  were  returning  from 
the  chace,  and  were  going  to  give  their  horfes 
drink..  Looking  about  them,  they  perceived 
the  young  Shafeliman;  and  notwithftanding. 
the  diforder  of  his  drefs,  and  the  change  which 
fufferings  and  dejection  had  made  upon  the 
natural  charms  of  his  countenance,  they  eafily 
diftinguilhed  its  fweetnefs  and  beauty,  and 
were  not  able  to  look  at  him,  . without  feeling 
demotion  of  the  molt  tender  intereft. 

44  What- 
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tl  What  are  you  doing  here,  young  man?” 
alked  one  of  the  officers. — “  Brother  !”  replied 
the  wife  Shafeliman,  “  you  know  the  proverb  : 
Afe  not  a  Jlranger  who  is  naked  where  are  his 
clothes  ?  Let  that  anfwer  for  me.  I  am  hungry 
and  thirfty,  I  am  weak  and  deprived  of  every 
refource.”  At  this  reply,  one  of  the  officer* 
ran  to  a  portmanteau,  and  taking  out  fome 
venifon  and  bread,  brought  it  to  him.  As  foon 
as  he  had  profited  by  this  bleffing,  and  feemed 
to  have  fufficient  ftrength  to  continue  the  con¬ 
vention,  “  Brother  !”  faidoneof  the  officers 
of  the  company  to  him,  “  we  are  interefted  iu 
your  fortune.  Would  it  be  indifcreet  in  us, 
ihould  we  beg  of  you  to  give  us  fome  account 
of  your  hiftory?” — “  Before  fatisfying  you,” 
replied  the  unfortunate  Prince,  “  anfwer,  if  you 
pleafe,  one  queflion,  of  the  greateft  confequence 
to  me.  Is  King  Balavan  your  Sovereign  {till 
alive  ?” — “  Doyou  know  the  King  ?” — “  Yes, 
and  you  fee  before  you,  Shafeliman,  his  ne¬ 
phew.” — “  How  can  you  be  Shafeliman,”  re¬ 
plied  the  officer,  “  fince  we  know  that  his 
uncle,  after  delivering  him  from  a  dungeon,  in 
which  he  had  been  four  years  ffiut  up,  gave 
him  the  command  of  a  province,  where  it  was 
impoffible  but  he  muft  have  died  by  the  hands 
of  the  Infidels  ?  Befides,  we  have  heard,  that  he 
was  thrown  down  from  the  fummit  of  a  high 
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tower  by  them,  with  many  other  Miiflul- 
men.” 

Then  the  young  Prince,  in  order  completely 
to  convince  them,  entered  into  the  detail  of  alt 
his  adventures,  and  of  the  wonderful  manner 
in  which  Providence  had  preferved  his  life. 
At  this  relation,  the  officers  were  ftruck  with 
aftoniffiment ;  they  prodrated  themfelves  at  his 
feet,  and  watered  his  hand  with  their  tears. 
“  You  are  King  !  Sire,”  faid  they  to  him, 
“  the  fon  of  our  rightful  Sovereign,  and  in  alt 
refpe&s  worthy  of  a  better  fate.  But,  alas  l 
what  do  you  come  to  feek  at  a  court,  where 
you  can  find  nothing  but  death  ?  Recolleft  the 
cruelties  of  which  you  have  been  the  victim, 
the  treatment  you  have  experienced,  and  the 
dangerous  fnare  by  which,  under  the  ffiadow 
of  power,  you  were  devoted  to  certain  death, 
in  the  office  to  which  you  were  appointed. 
Fly  !  Seek  the  country  where  the  beautiful 
Chamfada  reigns  Queen  over  the  heart  of 
the  Sultan  of  Egypt.  It  is  there  you  will 
find  happinefs.” — “  Alas  J  How  can  I  di¬ 
rect  my  views  to  Eg}  pt  ?  Selimanffia  my  grand¬ 
father  deceived  the  Sovereign  of  that  empire, 
by  alluring  him,  that  I  was  dead  :  my  mother 
and  I  would  be  confidered  as  impoftors,  ffiould 
I  hazard  my  appearance  there.” — You  are 
right,”  replied  he  to  him  ;  “  but  ffiould  you  be 
deduced  to  the  jieceffity  of  living  concealed  in 
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Egypt,  you  will  at  leafl  be  beyond  the  reach  of 
your  uncle’s  attempts,  whofe  cruelties  you  will 
not  efcape,  if  he  learns  that  you  are  alive.” 

To  thefe  advices  the  oldeil  of  the  officers 
likewife  added  his  entreaties.  “  O  my  mailer  ! 
and  my  King !”  faid  he  to  the  Prince,  throwing 
himfelf  on  his  knees,  “  the  only  and  true  defcen- 
dant  of  Selimanlha  !  Alas  !  mull  the  Have,  who 
for  thirty  years  was  fubjefl  to  his  orders,  who 
was  the  witnefs  of  his  virtues,  and  the  object 
of  his  kindnefs,  fee  you  reduced  to  this  depth 
of  misfortune  !  Docs  fate  then  ptirfue  this 
Monarch  even  beyond  the  grave  !  Fly,  dear 
Prince  J  and  wait  not  till  you  are  attacked  by 
greater  misfortunes  !” 

Each  cf  them  were  eager  to  fupply  the  moll 
urgent  necellities  of  Shafeliman.  One  Hripped 
himfelf  of  part  of  his  garments,  in  order  to  clothe 
him  ;  another  divided  with  him  his  little  pro- 
vifion  ;  and  altogether  made  up  a  fmall  fum  of 
money,  which  might  enable  him  to  continue 
his  journey.  The  unfortunate  Prince,  availing 
himfelf  of  their  beneficence  and  counfel,  took 
his  leave.  They  did  not  feparate  from  him 
without  giving  proofs  of  their  attachment  5 
and  Shafeliman  began  his  journey,  recom¬ 
mending  himfelf  to  God,  and  Mahomet  his  great 
Prophet. 

After  a  long  and' fatiguing  journey,  he  at 
length  arrived  in  Egypt,  where  Chamfada  his 
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mother  reigned.  When  he  drew  near  to  Gran<£ 
Cairo,  he  was  unwilling  to  enter  this  great 
city,  lealt  he  fhould  expofe  himfelf  to  a  difco- 
very;  and  therefore  flopped  at  a  village,  at  a 
little  diflance  from  the  road,  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  entering  into  the  fervice  of  feme  of  its 
inhabitants.  In  confequence  of  this,  he  offered 
himfelf  to  a  farmer  of  the  place,  to  tend  his 
flocks.  He  did  not  demand  high  wages  ;  and 
lived  in  this  obfeure  and  miferable  fituation, 
fubfifling,  with  difficulty,  on  the  crumbs  which 
fell  from  his  mailer's  table. 

But  while  the  prefumptive  heir  of  the  Per- 
fian  throne,  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  flrange  fitu¬ 
ation,  how  was  Queen  Chamhda  employed? 
Every  day  this  difconfolate  mother  felt  her  un- 
eafinefs  ericreafe.  In  the  flruggle  betwixt_her 
affection  for  her  fon,  and  the  fecret  which  fhe 
mufl  keep  from  the  Monarch,  for  the  fake  of  her 
uncle’s  honour,  her  fituation  was  as  diflrefsfull 
as  that,  of  Shafeliman.  There  was  at  the  court 
of  Benfirak,  an  old  {lave  of  Selimanfha,  who 
had  accompanied  the  Queen  into  Egypt,  and 
who  fince  that  time  had  remained  in  her  fervice; 
He  had  all  her  confidence,  and  was  frequently 
the  depofitory  of  the  uneafinefs  of  this  tender 
mother.  One  day  fhe  perceiVed  him  alone,  and 
made  him  a  fignal  to  approach  her.  “  Well 
now  !”  faid  fhe  to  him,  “you  know  my  attach¬ 
ment  for  *iy  fon,  you  know  my  fears  on  his 
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Account,  and  you  have  taken  no  flep  yi  order 
to  know  what  is  become  of  him.” — “  Queen  !” 
replied  the  Have,  “  what  you  wifh  to  know  is 
extremely  difficult,  and  1  know  no  means  by 
which  I  could  get  information  of  it.  You 
know  that  you  have  yourfelf  confirmed  the  re¬ 
port  of  his  death,  which  was  atteftedbySeliman- 
fha  ;  and  although,  by  chance,  your  fon  fhould 
appear  here,  how  could  you  deftroy  the  public 
opinion?  How  could  you  avow  him,  and  make 
him  known?” — “  Ah  !  would  to  God  that  my 
fon  were  in  thefe  regions  !  although  I  fhould 
even  be  deprived  of  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
him.  To  know  that  he  was  Hill  alive,  would 
be  fufficient  to  confirm  my  repefe  and  happi- 
nefs.” — “  Queen,”  replied  the  Have,  “  1  am 
willing  tp  facrifice  my  life  for  you  ;  what  do 
you  require  of  me  ?”.*-“  Take  from  my  trea- 
fures,”  faid  the  Queen,  “  the  fum  which  you 
judge  neceflary  for  your  journey  ;  go  to  Perfia, 
and  bring  my  fon.” — “  Money  alone  is  lefs  j 
necefiary  here  than  prudence.  Some  plaufible 
reafon  mu  ft  be  given  for  the  journey  which 
your  Majefty  propofes  to  me  You  know  that 
the  Suhan  honours  me  with  his  bounty,  and 
that,  engaged  in  his  fervice,  I  cannot  remove 
from  his  court,  without  hisexprefs  permilfion. 
You  yourfelf  mull  alk,  and  obtain  it,  under 
fome  fpecious  pretence,  which  may  prevent 
him  from,  entertaining  any  iufpicion,  and  at  the 
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fametime'fecure  the  fuccefs  of  your  application. 
Tell  him,  that  during  the  difturbances  which 
preceded  the  death  of  yourhufband,  you  con¬ 
cealed,  in  a  place  known  only  to  me,  acalket 
of  precious  jewels,  which  you  were  anxious  to 
put  beyond  the  reach  of  accident.  Befeech  his 
Majefty  to  grant  you  permiffion  to  fend  me  in¬ 
to  Perfia,  in  fearcli  of  this  treafure.  The  care 
of  the  reft  belongs  to  me,”  The  Queen,  con¬ 
vinced  of  her  flave’s  attachment,  and  approv¬ 
ing  his  counfels,  flew  inftantly  to  put  them  in 
execution,  and  found  nodifiiculty  in  obtaining 
her  deflre. 

The  faithful  emiflary  fpeedily  departed,  dif- 
guiftd  as  a. merchant,  that  he  might  not  be  re¬ 
cognized  in  Perfia.  After  much  fatigue,  he 
arrived  at  Ifpahan,  and  having  privately  made 
inquiry  concerning  the  fate  of  Shafeliman,  re¬ 
ceived  at  firft  the  moil  diftrefling  accounts  of 
him. 

Some  days  after,  as  he  was  walking  in  the 
environs  of  the  palace,  he  found,  by  chance,  one 
of  the  officers  ’w  ho  had  affifted  the  young  Prince, 
when  he  was  fitting  near  the  fountain,  which 
we  have  already  mentioned.  Having  ferved 
together  under  the  reign  of  Selimanflia,  they 
recolle&ed  one  another,  embraced,  and  entered 
into  converfation.  “  You  come  from  Egypt,” 
f aid  the  officer  ;  “  did  jtou  meet  Prince  Shafeli- 
man  ?” — “  Shafeliman  1”  replied  the  flave, 
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Ah  !  can  he  be  alive,  after  the  dreadful  news 
that  are  fpread  here  concerning  him  ?” — “  Yes 
he  is  alive,  and  I  will  tell  you,  in  confidence, 
how  we  learned  this.”  He  then  related  every" 
thing  which  had  befallen  him,  as  well  as  the 
other  officers,  when  they  had  met  the  Prince, 
and  how,  upon  their  advice,  the  latter  had 
taken  the  road  to  Egypt. 

The  pretended  merchant,  tranfported  with  joy, 
wifiied  in  his  turn  to  anfwer  the  confidence  of 
his  former  companion,  and  revealed  to  him  the 
whole  my  fiery  of  his  million  into  Pcrfia  :  after 
this  he  took  his  leave  of  him  to  return  into 
Egypt.  In  every  place  through  which  he 
pafled,  he  made  diligent  enquiry  after  the 
young  Prince,  deferibing  his  appearance,  as  the 
officer  had  represented  it  to  him.  Being  arriv¬ 
ed  at  the  village  where  he  expected  to  meet 
him,  he  was  very  much  furprifed  that  no  per- 
fon  could  give  any  information  concerning  him* 
As  he  was  preparing  to  continue  his  journey, 
he  found,  at  his  going  out  of  the  city,  a  young 
man  alleep  under  a  tree,  near  which  fome  ffieep 
were  feeding  quietly. 

He  call  a  look  of  compaffion  upon  this  poor 
creature,  whofe  tattered  garments  announced 
his  mifery.  *•  Alas  !”  faid  he,  **  it  is  impof- 
fible  that  this  can  be  the  man  whom  I  feek. 
This  is  doubtlefs  the  child  of  fome.  unhappy 
Ihepherd.  My  trouble  will  be  loll  5  yet  what 
Vol.  III.  U  do 
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do  I  riik  by  awaking  this  young  man,  and  en¬ 
quiring  concerning  the  perfon  of  whom  I  am 
in  fearch  ?  Let  me  not  negleft  even  this  hopelefs 
expedient.”  Having  foon  awaked  him,  he  put 
the  fame  quell  ions  to  him,  which  he  had  been 
accuftomed  to  propofe  to  every  one. 

“  I  am  a  ftranger  in  thefe  places,”  replied 
Shafeliman,  who  was  afraid  to  make  himfelf 
known,  being  ignorant  of  the  motives  of  this 
curiolity ;  “  but  if  I  am  not  greatly  millaken, 
from  the  defeription  which  you  have  given, 
the  perfon  whom  you  are  in  fearch  of  is  Sha- 
feliman,  the  young  King  of  Perlia,  and  grand* 
fon  to  Selimanfha.  His  father  was  killed  by 
his  barbarous  brother  Balavan,  who  ufurped 
his  throne ;  the  fon  was  wounded  in  his  cradle, 
yet  God  preferved  the  life  of  £his  unfortunate 
infant.” 

“  O  heaven  !”  exclaimed  the  Have,  “  am  I 
fo  happy  as  to  hear  Shafeliman  mentioned ! 
How,  young  man  !  Have  you  gueffed  the  caufe 
which  made  me  travel  from  Egypt  into  Perfia  ? 
Who  could  inform  you  of  it  -?  Do  you  know 
then  what  has  become  of  this  unfortunate 
Prince?  Shall  I  reap  at  length  the  fruit  of 
my  anxiety  and  labours  !  Where  could  I  find 
him  ?” 

When  Shpfeliman  was  convinced  that  he 
who  thus  fpoke  to 'him  was  a  mefienger  from 
Jiis  mother,  he  thought  he  might  make  himfelf 
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known.  “  In  vain  would  you  run  over  the 
whole  world,  ”  faid  he  to  him,  “  in  order  to 
find  Shafeliman,  fince  it  is  he  who  nowfpeaks 
to  700.”  At  thefe  words  the  Have  fell  at  the 
feet  of  his  Sovereign,  and  covered  his  hands 
with  tears  and  kifles.  '  “  Ah  !”  exclaimed  he, 

“  how  overjoyed  will  Chamfada  be  !  What 
happy  news  fhall  I  bring  to  her!  Remain  here, 
my  Prince.  .  I  am  going  to  find  every  thing 
that  is  necefiary  for  your  coming  along  with 
me.”  He  ran  quickly  to  the  village,  and 
brought  from  it  a  faddled  horfe,  and  more  fuit- 
able  clothes  for  Shafeliman,  and  they  both  took 
the  road  to  Grand  Cairo. 

An  unforefeen  event  interrupted  their  jour¬ 
ney.  As  they  were  croffing  a  defert,  they 
were  furrounded  by  robbers,  feized,  plundered, 
and  let  down  into  a  well.  Shut  up  in  this 
frightful  prifon,  the  Have  abandoned  himfelf  to 
grief.  “How  now!  are  you  difconfolate ?” 
faid  the  young  Prince.  “Is  it  the  apparatus 
of  death  which  terrifies  you  ?” — “  Death  hath 
nothing  dreadful  to  me,”  replied  he  ;  “  but  can 
I  remain  iufenfible  to  the  hardfkips  of  your  lot  ? 
Can  I  think  upon  the  lofs  which  the  forrow- 
ful  Chamfada  will  fuffer .?” — “  T«.ke  courage,” 
faid  Shafeliman  ;  “  I  mull  fulfill  the  decrees  of 
the  Almighty :  all  that  has  happened  to  me, 
was  written  in  the  book  of  life  ;  and  if  I  mull 
end  my  days  in  this  dreadful  abode,  no  human 
U  2  power 
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power  can  refcue  me.  from  it,  and  it  becomes 
me  to  be  fubmiffive  and  refigned.”  In  thefe 
fentiraents,  and  in  this  dreadful  fituation,  did 
this  virtuous  Prince -and  his  have  pafs  two  days 
and  two  nights. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  eye  of  Providence  con¬ 
tinually  watched  over  Shafeliman.  It  brought 
the  King  of  Egypt,  in  purfuit  of  a  roe-buck, 
■to  the  place  where  this  Prince  was  ftiut  up. 
The  animal,  ftruck  by  a  deadly  arrow,  came 
to  lie  down  and  die  on  the  brink. of  this  well. 

A  hunter,  outflripping  the  King’s  retinue, , 
came  firft  to  feize  the  prey.  As  he  approached 
it,  he  heard  a  plaintive  voice  from  the  bottom 
of  the  well.  Having  liftened  to  afcertain  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  fo,  he  ran  to  report  this  to  the 
King,  who  fpeedily  advancing  with  his  train, 
ordered  fomo  of  them  to  defcend  into  the  well. 
Shafeliman  and  the  Have  were  immediately 
drawn  out  of  it.  The  cords  which  tied  them 
were  cut,  fpirituous  liquors  recalled' them  to 
life,  and  no  fooner  had  they  opened  their  eyes, 
than  the  King  recognized  in  one  of  them  his  own 
officer.  “  Are  not  you,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  the 
confident  of  Chamfada  ?” — “  Yes,  Sire,  I  am.” 
— “  Well !  what  has  brought  you  into  this  fi¬ 
tuation  ?” — “  I  was  returning,”  faid  the  Have, 
4t  loaded  with  the  treafure  the  Queen  had  or¬ 
dered  me  to  fearch  for  in  Perfia  ;  I  was  attack¬ 
ed  by  robbers,  plundered,  and  thrown  alive  into 
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this  fepulchre.” — “  And  who  is  this  young 
man  ?” — “  He  is  fon  to  the  nurfe  of  your 
Majefty’s  auguft  fpoufe.  I  was  bringing  him 
to  your  court,  with  the  view  of  procuring  hiim 
a  pHce.” 

After  thefe  two  unfortunate  men  had  receive 
ed  proper  food,  the  King  returned  to  his  palace.* 
He  flew  inftantly  to  Chamfada,  to  give  her  aii 
account  of  what  he  had  feen,  of  the  return  of 
herflave  with  a  young  man,  and  of  the  arrival 
of  her  treaftrre.  On  thefe  news  the  Queen  wa3 
intoxicated  with  joy  ;  but,  when  fhe  learned* 
that  they  had  been  thrown  into  a  well,  her 
gaiety  forfook  her,  and  grief  took  poflTeflion  of 
her.  fouk  She  W’as  ready  to  difeover  her  for- 
row,  but  tried  to  hide  her  diforder,  which  was, 
however,  betrayed,  by  the  viflble  alteration  of 
her  countenance,  under  the  mafk  of  apparent 
tranquillity.  The  King,  who  was  looking  at 
her,  and  perceived  the  efforts  fhe  employed  to 
reftrain  herfelf,  wifhed  to  penetrate  into  the 
caufe  of  her  trouble.  “  What  is  the  matter 
with  you,  Chamfada  ?”  faidhe  :  “  Are  youaf- 
flifted  at  the  lofs  t>f  your  treafure  ?  Is  not  mine 
at  your  difpofal  ?” — “  I  fwear  by  your  life,  O 
glorious  Sultan,”  replied  fhe,  “  that  I  am  lefs’ 
forry  for  the  lofs  of  my  treafures,  than  for  the 
fufferings  of  the  poor  {lave,  of  which  I  have  been* 
the  caufe.  I  have  a  feeling  heart,  and  you  know 
how  much  I  am  affe&ed  by  the  misfortunes*' 
Uj  eg 
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of  others.”  However,  as  the  King  continued 
to  relate  the  adventure  of  the  well,  and  as  Ihe 
learned,  that  the  Have  and  the  young  man  had 
been  drawn  up  from  it,  Ihe  recovered  her  tran¬ 
quillity,  and  at  the  end  of  her  hufband’s  rela¬ 
tion,  her  feelings  were  entirely  calm. 

“  Be  comforted,  my  dear  Chamfada,”  faid 
he  to  her.  “  If  all  that  Ipoffefs  is  not  fufficient 
to  make  up  for  the  lofs  of  your  treafure,  think 
that  you  have  one  that  is  inexhauflible,  in  the 
affe&ion  of  a  heart,  which  is  yours  for  life.” 
paving  faid  this,  he  retired. 

As  foon  as  Chamfada  was  alone,  ihe  called 
for  her  Have.  Ife  gave  her  an  account  of  the 
manner,  in  which  he  had  got  information  of 
the  Prince’s  adventures  ;  of  the  means  which 
Providence  had  employed,  in  faving  him  from 
the  cruelties  and  fnares  of  his  uncle  j  of  the 
barbarity  of  the  Infidels  ;  and  even  of  his  too 
great  confidence,  when,  having  efcaped  being 
dafhed  to  pieces  by  the  fall,  from  which  no 
Mufifulman  before  him  was  ever  faved,  he 
was  about  again  to  deliver  himfelf  into  the 
power  of  the  barbarous  Balavan.  He  conti¬ 
nued  his  recital  even  to  the  moment,  when, 
drawn  tip  from  the  well,  the  young  Prince  had 
been  feen  by  the  Egyptian  Monarch,  whofe 
curiofity  he  had  excited. 

The  Queen  then  interrupted  him  :  “  Ah  !” 
laid  Ihe  to  him,  “  what  anfwer  did  you  make 
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to  the  King,  when  he  afked  you  about  the  fate 
of  this  young  man  ?” — “  Alas  !”  replied  the 
flave,  “  I  told  a  lie,  and  I  befeech  you  to  par¬ 
don  it.  I  told  him,  that  he  was  the  fpn  of 
your  nurfe,  and  that  he  was  intended  for  his 
Majefty’s  fervice.” — “  Wife  and  faithful 
friend  !”  exclaimed  Chamfada,  her  eyes  bathed 
in  tears,  and  ft  ill  moved  with  what  flie  had 
heard,  “  what  gratitude  will  ever  repay  the 
fervice,  you  have  rendered  to  the  molt  tender 
mother  !  Watch  over  my  fon.  I  truft  him 
to  your  zeal  and  prudence.  Never  ftiail  I 
forget  the  obligation  I  am  under,  for  what  you 
have  already  done  for  him,  and  for  what  your 
attachment  may  (till  be  able  to  do.” — “  Queen  ! 
the  recommendation  is  unneceflary ;  I  know 
what  I  owe  to  the  pofterity  of  my  Sovereigns  ; 
and  there  is  no  facrifice,  I  am  not  ready  to 
make  for  yoilr  Majefty.”^ 

Thefe  were  not  empty  promifes  ;  the  (lave 
was  no  courtier.  Confidering  what  care  and 
precaution  would  be  neceflary  to  repair  the 
health  and  conftitution  of  the  young  Prince, 
wafted  by  fufferings  and  fatigue,  he  made  this 
his  only  ftudy.  A  falutary  and  light  diet,  the 
ufe  of  the  bath,  and  moderate  exercife,  gradu¬ 
ally  fucceedcd  in  renewing  his  ftrength.  Na¬ 
ture  refumed  her  empire  ;  his  body  and  mind 
regained  their  energy,  and  every  external 
•harm  reftored,  at  length,  to  the  faireft  of 
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Queens,  the  moft  beautiful  Prince  in  the 
worlds 

A  happy  fimilarity  of  difpofition  gained 
him  the  Monarch’s  heart,  who  diftinguifhed 
this  page  above  all  the  reft.  He  foon  became 
fo  neceflary  to  his  fervice,  that  he  alone  was 
admitted  into  his  private  apartment.  This 
Monarch  boafted  continually  of  his  virtues, 
and  praifed  this  new  favourite  to  the  grandees 
of  his  court,  endeavouring  to  render  him  as 
dear  to  them,  as  he  was  to  himfelf. 

.  Amidft  thefe  flattering  praifes  which  re¬ 
founded  in  the  ears  of  Chamfada,  what  con¬ 
flicts  of  tendernefs  did  not  this  feeling  mother 
experience,  in  the  want  of  her  own  fon  !  She 
often  perceived  him,  but  durft  not  call  upon 
him  one  afFe&ionate  look.  She  was  forced  to 
confine  the  affeCtion  of  her  heart,  and  give  no 
vifible  tokens  of  her  regard.  Every  day  ftie 
obferved  his  fteps,  and  fecretly  longed  for  the 
moment,  when  ftie  might  pour  out  her  foul  in 
his  embraces.  As  he  pafled,  one  day,  before 
the  door  of  her  apartment,  and  when  fhe  pre¬ 
fumed  no  one  would  perceive  her,  flie  fuddenly 
yielded  to  a  mother’s  tranfports,  threw  her- 
felf  on  his  neck,  and  in  that  happy  moment 
forgot  many  years  of  forrow. 

While  this  fond  mother  was  indulging  the 
fweeteft  feelings  of  nature,  danger  furrounckd 
her.  One  of  the  King’s  minifters,  coming  ac~ 
fidentally  out  of  the  neighbouring  apartment, 
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was  the  unintentional  witnefs  of  this  fcene. 
He  was  uncertain  what  to  think  of  it.  As 
Chamfada  was  veiled,  he  might  have  miftaken 
her.  But  having  alked,  at  the  eunuchs,  the 
name  of  the  lady,  who  inhabited  the  apart¬ 
ment  before  which  he  had  pafled,  he  came 
trembling  to  his  Majefty,  eager  to  difcover 
the  myflery,  of  which  chance  had  made  him  a 
w  itnefs.  The  charming  page  had  already  gone 
before  him  to  the  throne. 

“  Auguft  Majefty, ’’/aid  the  rainifter,  “  you 
fee  me  ftill  in  horror  at  the  crime  which  has 
juft  now  been  committed,  and  of  which  I  have 
been  a  witnefs.  Pardon  me,  Sire,  if  I  am 
under  the  neceffity  of  difcovering  to  you  the 
infidelity  of  a'  fpcufe,  whom  you  have  loved 
too  dearly  ;  but,  as  I  pafled  before  her  apart¬ 
ment,  I  faw  her  in  the  arms  of  the  vile  flave 
who  is  at  your  fide,  receiving  and  returning 
the  moft  tender  carefles.” 

He  knows  not  the  power  of  the  paflions, 
who  cannot  figure  to  himfelf  the  fudden  revolu¬ 
tion,  which  this  report  occafioned  in  the  foul 
of  the  enamoured  Sultan.  The  confufion  of 
Shafeliman  feemed  ftill  to  encreafe  it,  and  to 
remove  every  doubt  concerning  the  truth  of 
the  fa6t.  The  Sultan  inftantly  ordered  the 
young  man,  and  the  Have  w'ho  had  brought 
him  from  Perfia,  to  be  thrown  into  a  dungeon. 
“  What  abominable  treachery !”  exclaimed 
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he.  “  What  I  Was  this  pretended  treafure, 
nothing  but  a  Have,  who  was  lent  for  from  Per¬ 
il  a  to  injure  me,  and  difhonour  at  once  my 
throne  and  m y  bed  !”  And  running  haftily  into 
Chamfada’s  apartment,  “  What  has  Ihe  be¬ 
come,”  faid  he,  addrefling  himfelf  to  Chamfa- 
da,  “  Ihe  whofe  many  virtues  fame  wanted 
trumpets  to  publilh !  She  whofe  prudence, 
wifdom,  and  love,  were  the  glory  of  my  court, 
and  the  pattern  of  wives  !  How  has  this  mir¬ 
ror  of  perfe&ion  been  tarnilhed  in  a  moment  t 
How  has  (lie  become  my  lhame,  after  having 
/been  my  true  honour,  and  a  fubjedt  of  reproach 
to  the  world,  after  having  been  its  admiration ! 
How,  alas  !  have  appearances  deceived  me ! 
Henceforward,  every  woman  fhall  be  diftio- 
noured  in  my  eye,  from  pall  and  prefent  to 
jail  future  generations.*’  Having  faid  this,  the 
King  went  out ;  and  his  foul,  draggling  be¬ 
twixt  love  and  jealoufy,  fury  and  grief,  could 
come  to  no  determination. 

Chamfada  was  aftonifhed  at  the  reproaches 
Ihe  had  juft  heard,  and  tormented  by  the  falfe 
fufpicions,  to  which  the  hulband,  whom  flie. 
loved,  was  abandoned.  But  how  could  Ihe 
remove  them  ?  She  had  always  confirmed  to 
the  Sultan,  the  falfe  report  of  her  fon’s  death, 
intentionally  fpread  by  her  father  Seliman- 
Iha;  and  Ihe  could  not  venture  to  difcover 
him  at  prefent,  without  expofing  him  to  the 
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utmoft  danger.  Alas  !  When  one  has  fo 
long  wandered  from  truth,  is  it  pofiible  to  re¬ 
turn  ?  Gould  one  regain  confidence,  who  has 
not  known  to  deferveit,  byafincere  and  time¬ 
ly  confefiion  ?  “  No,  no,”  would  file  fay,  “  it 

was  my  inclination,  and,  without  doubt,  my 
duty,  to  fpare  the  reputation  of  my  uncle ; 
and  to-day  I  would  in  vain  attempt  to  fully  it. 
Oh  !  Sovereign  wifdom  !  Divine  goodnefs  ! 
The  only  refource  of  the  innocent,  to  you  I 
lift  my  hands  and  my  heart.  By  invifible 
means,  you  formerly  fnatched  my  unfortunate 
fon  from  the  fnares  of  death,  with  which  he 
tvas  on  all  fides  furrounded  he  falls  into  them 
ftiU,  notwithftanding  his  innocence.  The  fa¬ 
tality  of  his  ftar  draws  along  with  him  my 
faithful  Have,  and  myfelf,  and  even  the  Sultan, 
my  hufband,  who  is  weighed  down  by  the  too 
well  founded  preemption  of  our  clime.  De¬ 
liver  us,  O  God  !  from  the  horrors  of  fufpi- 
cion.  And  thou,  great  Prophet  !  if  thou  bear- 
eft  in  thy  heart  thy  faithful  followers,  if  all 
thy  prayers,  in  their  behalf,  are  heard,  make 
mine  afeend  before  the  God  of  Juftice  !  and 
fince  all  the  wifdom  of  the  world  could  not  un¬ 
tie  the  fatal  knot  in  which  we  are  bound,  be 
pleafed  to  employ,  in  this  work,  thy  omnipo¬ 
tent  power.”  After  this  invocation,  fhe  plac¬ 
ed  her  confidence  in  God,  and  waited  the  event 
with  refignation. 


In 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


-249 

In  the  mean  time,  the  irrefolute  foul  of  the 
Sultan  was  abandoned  to  the  greateft  uncer¬ 
tainty.  His  paffion  for  Chamfada  feemed  to 
acquire  new  ftrength,  in  proportion  as  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  deftroy  it.  He  knew  not  whit 
ftep  to  take :  How  fhall  he  take  vengeance  on 
the  guilty  ?  How  could  he  difcern  if  they 
were  both  equally  fo  ?  How  could  he  know 
which  of  the  two  he  ought  to  fpare  ?  How 
could  he  ftrike  two  objeCls,  who  were  fo  dear 
to  him  ?  Harafied  by  thefe  painful  and  afflict¬ 
ing  confiderations,  he  loft  his  repofe  and  his 
health  ;  and  his  nurfe,  who  ftill  remained  in 
the  feraglio,  was  alarmed  at  this  change.  This 
woman,  whom  age  and  experience  had  render¬ 
ed  prudent,  having  deferved  the  confidence  of 
her  matters,  had  acquired  the  right  of  approach¬ 
ing  them  whenever  ftie  thought  proper ;  and 
accordingly  ftie  went  to  the  Sultan. 

“What  is  the  matter  with  you,  mjr  foil  ?nfaid 
Ihe  to  him.  “  You  are  not  as  you  ufed  to  be. 
You  Ihun  the  amufements,  which,  till  now,  ap¬ 
peared  agreeable  to  your  inclinations.  Riding, 
walking, and  hunting,feem  to  pleafe  you  no  more . 
You  do  not  now  aflemble  your  court,  nor  give 
feafts  and  entertainments  :  I  even  know  that 
you  fcarcely  take  food :  what  fecret  grief  con- 
fumes  you  ?  Open  to  me  your  heart,  my  fon. 
You  know  my  tender  attachment,  and  you 
ought  to  fear  nothing  from  my  indiferetion. 

We 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


U% 

We  often  allow  ourfelves  to  be  prepcfieflfed 
bj  phantoms,  and  perhaps  I  may  be  able  to 
diffipate,  in  a  moment,  thofe  which  dillurb 
your  imagination.  Truft  me  with  your  afflic¬ 
tion,  my  fon,  and  I  hope  to  foothe  it.” 

Whatever  confidence  this  Prince  had  in  his 
good  nurfe,  and  notwithftanding  the  great  ef- 
timation  in  which  he  held  her  excellent  qua¬ 
lities,  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  difclofe 
himfelf  to  her.  He  mull  fpeak  againft  Cham- 
fada,  and  this  remembrance  would  make  the 
wound  to  bleed  afrelh,  which  Ihe  had  made  in 
his  heart.  The  fage  old  woman  was  not  difcou- 
raged,  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  her  firlt  attempt : 
Ihe  watched  every  opportunity  of  being  feen 
by  her  mailer  ;  and  the  tender  looks  which  Ihe 
cad  upon  him,  Teemed  to  fay,  “  O  my  dear  fon  l 
fpeak  to  me,  unfold  your  heart  to  your  good 
nurfe.”  But  all  her  cares  w  ere  fruitlefs. 

Finding,  that  Ihe  could  not  fucceed  by  this 
method,  and  prefuming,  that  Chamfada  muft 
have  been  informed  of  the  Suites  grief,  and 
conje&uring  moreover,  that  a  woman  would 
more  eafily  reveal  the  fecret  which  Ihe  wilhed 
to  know,  Ihe  flew  to  the  Queen,  whom  Ihe 
found  plunged  in  forrow,  apparently  as  deep 
as  that  which  confumcd  the  Sultan.  She  em¬ 
ployed  every  method,  which  addrefs  and  ex¬ 
perience  could  furnilh  her,  in  order  to  deferve 
the  confidence  of  Chamfada,  and  attain  the  ob- 
Vol.  III.  X  jea 
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*je6l  of  her  willies.  The  Sultanefs  remained 
filent.  “  But  why  this  cruel  referve  with  me  ?” 
faid  the  good  nurfe.  “  Look,  my  daughter,  up*, 
on  my  grey  hairs  !  If  age  and  time  have  fur¬ 
rowed  my  brow  with  wrinkles,  they  have  al- 
fo  given  me  experience.  I  am  no  more  the 
fport  of  paffion,  and  my  counfels  will  be  dictated 
by  prudence.”  Chamfada,  fhaken,  but  not  con¬ 
vinced  by  thefe  arguments,  replied  to  her, 
4‘  My  fecret  is  very  weighty,  my  dear  nurfe  ;  it 
weighs  down  my  heart ;  but  it  is  impoffible  it 
fhould  §ver  come  out  of  it.  In  trulting  you 
with  it,  I  muft  be  well  allured,  that  it  will  re¬ 
main  for  ever,  Ihut  tip  in  your  bread:.” — 
“  Your  willies  lhall  be  fulfilled,”  faid  the  old 
woman.  “  I  am  difcreet,  and  never  lhall  my 
lips  divulge  your  fecret ;  but  let  it  be  no  more 
one,  with  her  who  takes  fo  lively  an  int?refl  in 
your  happinefs*”  At  length  Chamfada  could 
refill  her  no  longer ;  Ihe  related  to  her  all  her 
adventures,  and  informed  her,  that  the  ypung 
man,  of  whom  the  Sultan  was  become  jealous, 
was  her  fon  Shafeliman,  who  had  been  fuppof- 
cd  to  have  been  dead. 

44  O  great  Prophet  !  I  thank  you,”  exclaim¬ 
ed  the  nurfe.  “  Praifed  be  Mahomet !  We 
have  nothing  to  llruggle  with  but  chimeras  ! 
Be  comforted,  my  daughter ;  every  cloud  will 
difappear ;  I  behold  the  riling  of  a  bright  day.” 

O  my  good  mother  !  We  will  never,  ne¬ 
ver 
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ver  reach  it.  Never  will  this  young*man  b© 
believed  to  be  my  fon.  We  will  be  accufect 
of  falfehood;  and  I  would  prefer  the  lofs  of  hi^ 
life,  and  of  my  own,  rather  than  be  fufpe&ed 
of  this  infamy.” — “  I  approve  of  your  delica¬ 
cy,”  faid  the  nurfe;  “  but  my  precautions 
lhall  prevent  every  thing  that  might  hurt  it.” 
Upon  this  die  went  out,  and  immediately  en-' 
tered  the  Sultan’s  apartment,  whom  (he  found 
in  the  fame  flate  of  deje&ion  and  forrow,  in 
which  fhe  had  left  him  ;  fhe  embraced  him  and 
took  him  by  the  hand. 

“  My.  fon,”  faid  flie  to  him*  “  you  are  too 
much  afflicted.  If  you  are  a  true  MulTulman, 
I  conjure  you,  by  the  name  of  the  great  Pro¬ 
phet,  and  by  the  divine  Maiehouarblathafar- 
fourat  *,  to  reveal  to  me  the  true  caufe  of  the. 
grief  which  affii&s  you.”  Unable  any  longer 
to  withftand  the  force  of  this  interceffion,  the 
Sultan  was  forced  to  reveal  all  his  diftrefs. 

“  I  loved  Chamfada  with  my  whole  heart,” 
faid  the  Sultan.  “  Her  graces,  her  wifdom,  her 
virtues,  all  the  charms,  in  a  word,  with  which 
ihe  was  adorned,  appeared  to  me  a  delicious 
garden,  where  my  thoughts  wandered  with 
X  2  delight. 

•  frUiebcuarbJjtbafarfourat  is  the  Arabic  name  of  the 
114  chapters  of  the  Alcoran,  which  fell  upon  Maho* 
met's  breaft,  when  God  feut  them  to  him  by  the  Anjel  * 
Gabriel. 
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delight.  All  is  now  changed  into  a  frightful' 
defert,  where  I  fee  nothing  but  hideous  mon- 
flers,  and  dreadful  precipices.  Ghamfada  is 
faithlefs.  The  falfe  Ghamfada,  whom  I  ador¬ 
ed,  and  whom  I  love  Hill,  hath  betrayed  me. 
She  hath  given  her  heart  to  a  vile  Have.  I 
am  fallen  from  the  height  of  an  imaginary 
happinefs  into  a  hell,  where  every  evil  tor¬ 
ments  me.  The  two  criminals  mufi:  perifh : 
nothing  remains  for  me,  but  to  proportion  the 
punifhment  to  the  crime,  and  endeavour  to 
diftinguifh  on  which  of  the  two  my  feverefl. 
juftice  ought  to  fall.  But,  alas  !  what  will  it 
coft  me  to  execute  this  fatal  feutence  !  The 
fame  weapon  which  pierces  the  heart  of  my 
adorable  Chamfada,  will  wound  my  own  with 
a  deadly  ftroke.” 

<c  My  fon!  do  nothing  rafhly,”  faid  the 
nurfe.  “  You  may  expofe  yourfelf  to  eternal 
repentance.  Thofe  -whom  you  think  guilty  are 
in  your  hands  ;  you  will  always  have  time  to 
punifh  them  ;  allow  yourfelf  time  to  examine 
them.  Time,  fays  the  proverb,  is  the  wifeji  of 
*11  counfellers :  many  things  are  brought  to 
light  by  time  and  patience — u  Ah  !  my  good 
nurfe,  what  explanation  can  I  expert  ?  Is 
there  any  that  could  deftroy  an  attefted  fa£t  ? 
Chamfada  loves  this  young  man  ;  and  pretend¬ 
ing  that  flie  had  a  treafure  in  Perfia,  fhe  abufed 
my  confidence  and  affe&ion,  to  obtain  from  me 
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ah  order  to  go  in  fearch  of  this  adulterer,  by 
whom  w.e  were  to  be  dilhonoured.” — “  My 
dear  fon,  be  calm,”  faid  the  old  woman.  “  I 
have  a  method  of  laying  open  to  you  the  foul 
of  Chamfada.  Caufe  your  hunters  bring  me 
an  egret  *.  I  will  tear  out  the  heart  of  this 
bird,  which  I  will  give  to  you  ;  and  as  foon  as 
Chamfada  fhall  be  afleep,  you  mull  bring  it 
near  hers,  and  it  will  be  impoffible  for  her  to 
conceal  from  you  the  fmallelt  fecret.” 

The  King,  delighted  with  having  it  in  his 
power  to  difcover  fo  eafily  the  myltery,  which 
kept  him  in  fuch  perplexity,  inflantly  ordered 
his  officers  to  go  and  catch  an  egret  in  his  gar¬ 
dens.  One  was  brought  to  him,  which  he  im¬ 
mediately  gave  to  the  old  nurfe.  *  She  tore  its 
breaft,  accompanying  this  a£tion,  extremely 
fimple  in  itfelf,  with  a  magical  charm ;  and  the 
Sultan  was  put  in  pofleffion  of  its  reeking 
heart. 

While  the  Prince  was  refle&ing  on  the  fur- 
prifing  virtues  of  this  method,  the  nurfe  had 
gone  to  the  apartment  of  Chamfada.  “  Eve¬ 
ry  thing  goes  well,”  faid  £he  to  her.  **  Let  your 
heart  be  filled  with  hope,  and  let  your  mouth 
be  prepared  to  difclofe  the  truth,  without  any 
referve  !  Expert,  this  night,  to  receive  a 
myfterious  vifit.  It  will  be  from  the  Sultan 
himfelf,  with  the  heart  of  an  egret  in  his 
X3  hand*- 

•  Egret.  A  bird  with  a  tuft  upon  Its  head. 
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hand.  As  foon  as  you  perceive,  that  he  brings 
it  near  yours,  feigning  to  be  afleep,  anfwer 
with  precifion  all  the  quell  ions  which  he  may 
put  to  you ;  and  let  truth  flow  from  your 
mouth,  unfullied  by  the  flightofl  fcruple.” 
Chamfada  tenderly  thanked  the  mirfe,  and 
prepared  herfelf  to  fecond  this  innocent  ftrata- 
gem,  befeeching  the  favour  of  the  Holy  Pro¬ 
phet  to  carry  convi&ion  to  his  heart,  who  was 
endeavouring  to  difcover  the  truth. 

As  foon:  as  night  had  fpread  her  lhades, 
Chamfada,  contrary  to  her  cuftom,  lignified 
that  flie  had  need  of  reft.  She  fent  away  her 
Haves,  and  threw  herfelf  upon  a  fopha.  Scarce¬ 
ly  had  fhe  been  there  two  hours,  when  the  Sul¬ 
tan,  impatient  to  prove  the  nurfe’s  fecret,  pre- 
fented  himfelf  at  the  apartment  of  his  favour¬ 
ite:  he  found  there  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs. 
“  How  is  Chamfada  employed  ?”  demanded  he. 
“  She  had  need  of  reft,”  replied  the  eunuch; 
“  and  I  believe  flie  is  upon  her  fopha.”  The  Sul¬ 
tan  entered  without  making  theleaft  noife,  and 
foi^nd  her  afleep.  He  approached  very  near' 
her,  in  order  the  better  to  judge  of  the  found- 
nefs  of  her  fleep ;  and  thinking  it  profound,  he 
judged  it  proper  to  try  his  experiment ; 
and  gently  applied  the  heart  of  the  bird  to 
that  of  Chamfada,  faying  to  her,  “  Cham¬ 
fada,  who  is  that  young  man  whom  you 
was  careffing,  when  one  of  my  minifters  fur- 
s  prifed 
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prrifed  you  ?” — “  He  is  Shafeliman,”  replied 
flie,  without  awaking,  “  the  only  child  of  my 
firft  marriage,  witlrthe  fon  of  Selimanftia  my 

uncle  !” _ “  This  child  was  ftabbed  in  his 

cradle  ;  I  am  allured  of  this,  by  letters  from 
your  uncle  himfelf.” — “  He  was  indeed 
wounded,  but  the  ftroke  was  not  mortal ;  Ikil- 
ful  furgeons  reftored  him  to  life ;  and  this  was 
kept  a  fecret  fmn  the  murderer  of  my  huf- 
band.,, — “  Why  have  you  concealed  it  from 
me,  who  loved  you  fo  dearly  ?” — “  Becaufe 
my  uncle,  whole  memory  I  cherilhed,  and 
wiflied  to  be  refpe&ed,  had,  for  a  political  rea- 
fon,  impofed  upon  you  refpe£b*ng  this  fa£h  If 
what  I  have  told  you  does  not  appear  poflible, 
interrogate  the  young  man,  and  his  mouth 
will  confirm  the  truth  of  this  declaration.” 

Having  got  this  ray  of  light,  the  Sultan 
gave  over  his  enquiries  :  he  withdrew  from 
his  fpoufe,  whom  he  fuppofed  ft  ill  afleep,  left 
her  apartment,  and  gave  orders  that  the  young 
man  and  the  Have  fliould  be  brought  out  of  the 
dungeons,  in  which  they  were  fiiut  up.  This 
order  was  immediately  executed. 

The  unfortunate  Shafeliman,  who  was  lan- 
guifhing  in  his  prifon,fuddenly  hearing  the  vaults 
refound,  with  the  noife  of  the  bolts  and  keys, 
believed  that  his  laft  hour  was  come,  and  that 
the  ignominy  of  puniftiment  was  about  to  ter¬ 
minate  his  exiftcnce.  “  Great  God,”  faid  he, 

railing 
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faifing  his  innocent  hands  to  heaven,  “  my  life-’ 
is  in  thy  hands ;  to  thee  I  refign  it ;  but  watch 
over  the  life  of  my  mothe*  !” 

Shafeliman  and  the  Have  were  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  Sultan.  This  Prince  did  not  leave  to 
others  the  care  of  proving  a  fad  fo  important 
to  his  honour  and  repofe.  He  ran  to  the  young 
man,  and  fearched  in  his  bofom  for  the  fear  of 
Bala  van’s  poniard ;  he  found  it,  and,  tyanfported 
with  joy,  he  exclaimed,  “  O  God  !  for  ever  be 
thou  blelfed,  for  having  preferved  me  from,  the 
dreadful  crime  I  was  about  to  commit !  and 
thou  his  great  Prophet,  a  fignal  mark  of  whofe 
protedion,  the  virtues  of  Chamfada  have 
drawn  down  upon  me,  to  fo  many  favours,  ftill 
add  that  of  enabling  me  to  efface,  by  my  fervi- 
ces,  the  dreadful  forrows  I  have  occafioned,  and 
the  idea  of  the  injuftice  I  was  about  to  commit !” 
Then  throwing  l\imfelf  into  the  arms  of  Shafe¬ 
liman,  “  Come,  dear  and  unfortunate  Prince, 
come  to  my  heart  !  Let  your  image  be  joined 
there,  with  that  of  my  beloved  Chamfada,  that 
my  moft  tender  affedions  may  henceforward 
be  centered  on  one  objed  alone  !  But  deign  to 
fatisfy  my  curiofity,  and  inform  me  by  what 
chain  of  events  you  have  been  conduded  hither, 
unknown  to  all  the  world.  How  have  you 
exifted  ?  Speak,  Prince  :  I  am  impatient  to 
know  more  particularly  the  perfon  who  reflores 
me  to  happinefs. 


Shafeliman, 
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Shafeliman,  encouraged  by  the  demonftra- 
tions  of  fucli  affeCting  kindnef9,  then  gave  a 
faithful  detail  of  his  adventures,  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  in  which  he  had  been  hurled  from  the 
throne  into  prifon,  even  to  that  in  which,  re¬ 
duced  to  the  humble  condition  of  a  Ihepherd, 
he  had  been  found  by  the  melfenger  of  his 
mother,  furrounded  by  robbers,  drawn  up  out 
of  the  well  into  which  they  had  been  let  dowrn, 
and  conducted  to  the  court  of  the  Sultan. 

While  this  recital  engaged  the  attention  of 
Benlirak,  Chamfada  his  fpjufe,  although  lefs 
troubled  than  on  the  preceeding  days,  was  not 
altogether  in  a  tranquil  ftate.  The  events  had 
become  too  important  for  her.  She  endeav¬ 
oured  to  find  out  with  what  defign  the  Sultan, 
after  having  queftioned  her,  had  departed  fo 
abruptly ;  fhe  had  not  been  able  to  learn  what 
he  had  done,  nor  what  was  become  of  him, 
fince  the  confeffion  w'hich  fhe  had  made  to  him. 
She  was  indulging  thefe  reflections,  and  conti¬ 
nued-funk  in  the  fleep  in  which  the  Sultan 
feemed  to  furprife  her.  All  at  once,  twenty 
Haves,  carrying  flambeaus,  came  fo  illuminate 
her  apartment ;  they  wralked  before  the  Sul¬ 
tan,  who  conducted  in  his  hand,  and  looked 
with  kindnefs  on  the  beloved  fon  of  the  mod 
virtuous  mother.  He  had  caufed  Shafeliman 
be  dreffed  in  the  mod  magnificent  garments  ; 
he  was  adorned  with  the  molt  beautiful  dia- 
•  rnonds, . 
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monds,  in  which  Benfirak  had  delighted  to'be 
decked,  on  the  days  of  triumph.  “  Soothe 
your  forrows,  adorable  Chamfada,”  cried  he, 
throwing  himfelf  into  her  arms.  “  The  favour 
of  heaven  reftores  to  yon  a  hulband  and  a  fon, 
whofe  feelings  and  affe&ion  fecure  your  feli¬ 
city  for  ever.”  Shafeliman,  on  his  knees, 
luffed  the  hands  of  his  mother ;  and  tears  of 
confolation  exprefled  the  fentiments  of  the  fon, 
and  of  the  delighted  pair. 

As  foon  as  day  had  fucceeded  this  happy 
night,  the  Sultan  afiembled  the  choice  of  his- 
troops,  and  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Shafeliman.  He  took  the  road  for 
Perfia,  caufing  heralds  go  before  him,  and  an¬ 
nounce  to  the  people  of  that  kingdom,  that  he 
was  about  to  re-eitablilh,  on  the  throne,  their 
rightful  King,  alfallinated,  perfecuted,  and  de¬ 
throned  by  the  ufurper  Balavan.  Scarcely 
had  they  reached  the  frontiers  of  Perfia,  when 
a  party  of  the  faithful  fubj^fts  of  the  old  King 
Selimanflia,  always  attached  to  the  blood  of 
this  auguft  family,  came  to  range  themfelves 
under  the  banners  of  the  Sultan  of  Egypt,  and 
of  Shafeliman.  The  perfidious  Balavan  heard 
this  difagreeable  intelligence  ;  and  endeavoured 
to  aflemble  his  forces,  in  order  to  difpute  the 
ground  with  a  powerful  euemy,  who  cam*  to 
overwhelm  him  ;  but  no  one  would  repair  to 
%ls  colours  ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  Ihut  him¬ 
felf 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


25r 

felf  up  in  his  capital,  with  his  ufual  guard,  and 
the  few  fubjeCts  on  whofe  fidelity  he  thought 
he  could  depend. 

But  if  virtue,  purfued  by  a  fuperior  force, 
was  fo  often  deferted,  where  will  be  the  re- 
fources  of  guilt !  Ifpahan  is  inverted ;  and 
Balavan,  betrayed  by  his  minifters,  is  deliver¬ 
ed  up  to  the  Sultan  Benfirak,  who  turning  his 
eyes  from  a  monrter,  who  had  diihonoured  the 
throne,  by  the  moil  dreadful  crimes,  and  di¬ 
recting  himfelf  to  Shafeliman, ,  *t  My  fon,” 
faid  he,  “  to  you  I  commit  the  fcourge  of  your 
fubje&s,  and  your  father’s  murderer  ;  difpofe 
of  his  lot,  and  give  orders  for  his  puniftiment.” 
— “  Oh  !  my  benefaCtor !  Oh  !  my  father  ! 
It  belongs  not  to  me  to  difpofe  of  him,”  re¬ 
plied  Shafeliman  ;  “  vengeance  muft  com* 
down  from  above.  Let  him  go  to  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  to  guard  that  dangerous  part  with  which 
I  was  entrufted  ;  if  he  is  innocent,  he  will  be 
preferved,  as  I  have  been  ;  but  if  he  is  guilty, 
his  decree  is  pronounced,  and  nothing  can  fuf- 
pend  its  execution.”  The  Sultan  approved  of 
the  decifion  of  Shafeliman  ;  and  Balaven  fet  out 
to  make  head  againft  the  Infidels.  But  divine 
juftice  was  now  prepared  to  inilid  its  ftroke. 
He  was  taken,  chained,  and  thrown  into  the 
fatal  well,  where  gnawing  remorfe,  and  dread¬ 
ful  defpair  continued  to  torment  him,  till  the 
foment,  when  the  bloody  fragments  of  his 

body 
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body  ftained  the  rocks,  from  whofe  fummit  he 
"Was  thrown. 

Meanwhile,  the  prefumptive  heir  of  the  Per* 
fian  crown,  the  happy  Shafeliman,  feated  on 
the  throne  of  his  andeftors,  received  the  oaths 
of  his  people.  He  commenced  a  reign,  of 
which  wifdom  and  piety  laid  the  foundation, 
*and  recalled  to  the  Perliarrs  the  fublime  virtue! 
of  the  grand  Caliph  Moavie.  The  Sultan  of 
Egypt,  after  having  feen  this  young  Sovereign 
fliine  in  the  fplendor  of  the  moft  diflinguiihed 
virtues,  and  having  tenderly  embraced  him,  re¬ 
turned  to  his  dominions, and  by  his  prefence  com¬ 
pleted  the  joy  of  the  amiable  Chamfada.  No¬ 
thing  afterwards  diilurbed  the  repofe  of  this 
happy  pair ;  and  having  reached  at  lafl  the 
term  allotted  to  human  greatnefs,  they  fell 
afleep  in  that  peace  which  is  the  portion  of 
faithful  Muffulmen. 

“  Sire,*’  faid  Aladin  to  King  Bohetzad,  af* 
ter  having  finifhed  his  recital,  “  fee  by  what 
fecret  and  wonderful  ways  Providence  deli¬ 
vered  Shafeliman  from  the  hands  of  perfec¬ 
tion  !  See  how  it  led  Balavan  into  the  very 
gulf  he  had  dug  for  another  \  No,  God  will 
never  fuffer  guilt  to  triumph,  and  innocence  to 
be  punilhed.  His  vigilance  and  juftice  no¬ 
thing  can  efcape  ;  and  fooner  or  later  he  will 
tear  afunder  the  veil  with  which  the  wicked 

are 
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xre  Covered.  As  for  me,  Sire  !  encouraged  by 
my  confidence,  and  convinced,  that  man  can¬ 
not  alter  the  decrees  of  my  deftiny,  I  am  a U 
ways  firm,  and  in  hope.  I  only  fear,  that 
your  juftice  will  light  on  your  Viziers,  my 
accufers  !” 

At  this  difcourfe,  equally  firm,  wife,  and 
modeft,  the  King  was  left  flill  more  irrefolute 
than  ever.  “  Let  the  execution  of  the  fen- 
tertce  be  fufpended  !”  faid  he.  “  Let  this  young 
man  be  conducted  back  to  prifon.  The  fi- 
lence  of  the  night,  and  the  reflections  which 
his  recital  will  oceafion,  may  enlighten  my 
judgment,  and  to-morrow  I  {hall  more  eafily 
take  my  refolution.” 

As  foon  as  Aladin  had  been  led  back  to  his 
dungeon,  one  of  the  Viziers  began  :  “  Sire  ! 
your  Majefly  fuffers  yourfelf  to  be  overcome 
by  the  magic  of  this  young  impoftor’s  difeourfes. 
The  great  Prophet  preferve  you  from  yielding 
to  fentiments  of  mercy  in  his  behalf !  When 
guilt  remains  unpunifhed,  the  fplendor  of  the 
throne  is  obfeured.  You  are  feated  there  for 
-no  other  purpofe,  but  to  adminifler  jufiice  ;  the 
crime  of  this  villain  is  evident,  and  his  punifli- 
ment  ought  to  be  fignal ;  the  moft  awful  ftiould 
be  fixed  upon,  that  it  may  ferve  as  an  example 
to  fuch — “  Let  orders  be  immediately  given,” 
interrupted  Bohetzad,  eagerly,  “  that  a  crofs 
be  ere&ed  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  on 
-  Vol,  III.  Y  the 
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;*he  moft  elevated  fituation,  and  let  the  crimi- 
~nal  be  nailed  to  it.  Let  the  dread  of  this  appa¬ 
ratus  terrify  thofe  who  might  attempt  to  fol¬ 
low  his  footfleps  !  Such  is  my  final  refolu- 
>tion,  and  let  it  be  announced  to  the  people  by 
.the  public  criers.” 

The  ten  Viziers  were  well  pleafed  to  hear 
this  refolution.  They  hoped  at  length,  by 
their  fecret  plots,  to  make  the  object  of  their 
•envy  fall  beneath  the  fword  of  juftice,  and  were 
.eager  to  order  the  apparatus  x>f  punifhment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  following  day,  which 
was  the  eleventh  fince  the  confinement  of  Ala- 
din,  the  ten  Viziers  went  to  the  King. 
4‘  Sire !”  faid  they,  “  your  orders  are  obeyed  * 
ryour  pleafure  is  known,  and  the  people,  affem- 
bled  round  the  crofs,  wait  only  for  him  who 
is  to  die  upon  it.” 

Bohetzad  gave  orders,  that  the  criminal 
•dhould  be  brought  to  him.  As  foon  as  he  ap¬ 
peared,  the  ten  Viziers  lifted  up  their  voice 
•againft  him.  “  Wretch  !  offspring  of  villains !” 
faid  they  to  him,  “  therfeythe  of  death  is'raif- 
ed  over  thy  head  ;  thy  flratagems  are  exhauft- 
.ed  ;  and  thou  art  about  to  receive  the  reward 
of  thy  crimes  and  rafhnefs.” — “  Audacious 
;miniflers  !”  faid  Aladin,  looking  at  them  with 
a  confident  but  modefl  air,  “  it  belohgs  not  to 
{you,  to  mark  my  forehead  with  the  feal  of 
^death  !  If  the  decree  which  flrikes  me,  comes 

.not 
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avail?  Guilt- alone  can  be  afraid  of  them. 
But  fince  I  have  nothing  wherewith  to  re¬ 
proach  myfelf,  had  I  even  my  head  under  the 
fatal  fword,  I  fhould  be  preferred  from  the 
ftroke,  like  the  Have  w  ho  was  accufed  although 
innocent.”— “  Sire?”  interrupted  all  the  Viziers 
at  once,  “  impede  filence  on  this  audacious 
fellow.  He  wifh^s  ftill  to  deceive  your  Ma- 
jefty  by  a  new  tale.” — “  I  wifli  not  to  impofe 
upon  the  King,”  replied  Aladin;  “  it  is  you 
who  cherilh  falfeliood  and  impolture.”— .* 
u  Stop !”  faid  Bohetzr.d  to  him  j  44  I  will  yet 
put  my  patience  to  a  lafi  effort,  and  agree  to 
hear  the  hiftory  of  your  fhve,  and  of  his  deli¬ 
verance.” 

“  O  !  the  clemency  of  my  King  !”  replied- 
Aladin ;  “  may  truth  at  length  reach  your 
heart,  which  is  fo  difficult  of  accefs  !  I  wifh 
not,  by  a  falfe  relation,  to  deceive  y our  Majef- 
ty  ;  the  flory  I  am  going  to  relate  is  W7ell 
known  throughout  all  Chaldea.” 


IfjloTy  of  the  King  of  Haram ,  and  of  the  Slave, 

Th  e  King  of  Haram,  uneafy  at  the  manner 
in  which  his  Viziers  and  Cadis  adminiitered 
pifiicein  the  provinces  of  his  empire,  went  one 

Y  2  night 
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night  from  his  palac$,  difguifed,  and  only  ef— 
corted  by  two  eunuchs.  By  chance  he  palled 
near  a  dungeon,  from  whence  he  heard  a  plain¬ 
tive  and  lamentable  voice.  He  learned,  that 
this  place  ferved  as  a  prifon,  in  which  crimi¬ 
nals,  condemned  to  death,  were  Unit  up  ;  and 
approaching  nearer  it,  in  order  to  hear  diftin&ly 
the  doleful  accents,  which  appeared  to  come 
from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  he  heard  thefe. 
words  : 

“  O  powerful  Sovereign  !  Thou  who  watch- 
eft  conftantly  over  the  unfortunate,  Hooping 
under  the  burden  of  his  mifery,  wilt  thou  fuf- 
fer  innocence,  falfely  accufed,  to  fink  under 
preemptions,  which  a  fatal  deftiny  hath  heap¬ 
ed  upon  it  !  Infinite  mercy  !  none  of  thy 
creatures  are  infignificant  in  thy  eyes  ;  thou 
heareft  the  cries  of  a  worm  ;  liften  to  that  of 
thy  Have,  O  God  of  goodrtefs  !  and  if  my  death 
is  not  determined  by  thy  providence,  arreft 
the  ftroke  with  which  I  am  threatened.” 

A  filence,  interrupted  only  by  fighs,  fuc- 
cecded  this  prayer.  The  King  of  Haram  re¬ 
turned  to  his  palace,  with  a  heart  moved  by 
thefe  lamentations,  .and  a  fpirit  troubled  with 
this  adventure.  In  vain  did  he  feek  repofe  j 
the  idea  of  the  death  of  an  innocent  perfon  a- 
gitated  him ;  and  he  only  waited  the  return  of 
day  to  clear  up  this  myftery. 
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As  foon  as  the  fun  had  enlightened  the' 
earth,  he  called  together  his  minillers,  and  de- 
fcribed  to  them  the  place  from  which  the 
cries  came,  that  had  excited  his  pity.  They : 
informed  him,  that  the  unfortunate  perfon, 
confined  in  this  dungeon,  w  as  deftined  to  die 
that  very  day  upon  the  fcafFold.  They  gave 
him  an  account  of  his  trial,  from  which  the 
crime  appeared  clear,  and  two  wfitnefles  cer¬ 
tified,  that  the  flave,  whom  his  Majelty  had 
heard,  was  the  perpetrator  of  it.  The  King  of 
Haram  could  not  refill  what  human  juftice  rec¬ 
kons  evidence,  and  immediately  confirmed  the 
order  for  his  execution. 

The  flave,  convicted  of  the  crime,  wras  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  dungeon  ;  he  w  alked  to  punilh- 
ment  with  a  firm  and  modell  countenance ;  his 
hands  bound,  and  his  eyes  lifted  up  to  heaven, 
which  was  now  his  only  hope.  He  was  at  the 
foot  of  the  crofs  ;  the  executioners  were  pre¬ 
paring  to  drip  him  of  his  clothes,  w'hen  an 
unexpected  noife  entirely  changed  the  afpeCfc 
of  this  fcene  of  death.  A  hoftile  party,  hav¬ 
ing  formed  the  defign  of  making  themfelves 
mailers  of  the  city,  waited  untill  the  people,  at¬ 
tracted  by  curiofity  to  fee  the  execution,  Ihould 
have  gone  out  of  it.  They  hallily  quitted  the 
ambufcade,  in  which  they  were  concealed,  fell 
upon  the  guard,  and  difperfed  it.  All  thofe 
who  endeavoured  to  defend  it,  either  fell  by 
Y  3  the 
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the  fvvord,  or  were  made  prifoners  ;  not  one 


efcaped,  except  the  unhappy  flave,  who  was  a- 
bout  to  fufFer  an  ignominious  death;  but  whom 
it  could  not  deprive  of  innocence  and  honour. 

The  enemy,  dreading  the  approach  of  the 
King,  withdrew  to  a  diftance,  in  order  to  in- 
creafe  their  forces,  carrying  with  them  the 
booty  they  had  got,  and  deferred  to  another 
time  the  confummatioii  of  their  enterprife. 

Meanwhile,  the  flave,  delivered  from  his 
chains,  by  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  ftill 
fearing  left  people  fliould  be  difpatched  to  pur- 
fue  him,  gained  the  country,  and  walked  day 
and  night,  without  flopping.  At  length,  o- 
vercome  with  fatigue,  he  flopped  under  the 
{hade  of  a  laurel,  which,  from  its  fixe  and 
height,  appeared  coeval  with  the  world,  and 
fat  down.  Oppofite  to  this  tree,  and  very 
near  it,  was  the  entrance  of  a  dark  cave  ;  two 
torches  threw*  a  dreadful  light  around  it,  with¬ 
out  altogether  difpelling  its  darknefs.  His  at¬ 
tention  was  fixed  with  aftonifhment  on  thefe 
obje&s,  which  infpired  him  with  terror,  when 
he  thought  he  obfervsd  thefe  two  lights  move, 
and  advance  towards  him.  Thefe  bright  fires 
were  nothing  but  the  glaring  eyes  of  a  mon- 
ftrous  lion,  which  came  out  of  the  cave,  and 
flowly  approached  the  unhappy  flave,  who  had 
nothing  with  which  he  could  defend  himfelf. 
The  animal  twifted  his  tail  around  him,  and 
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without  hurting  him,  put  him  on  his  back, 
and  carried  him  into  the  cave.  He  inftantly 
went  out  of  it  again,  in  order,  with  one  ftroke 
of  his  tail,  to  overthrow  the  enormous  laurel, 
under  which  the  man  had  been  formerly  feat- 
cd  ;  and  having  placed  it  at  the  mouth  of  the 
cave,  in  order  to  {hut  up  its  pafTage,  the  dread¬ 
ful  creature  ran  into  the  defert-in  fearch  of  its 
female,  whom  want  of  food  for  their  whelps 
had  carried  far  from  their  common  haunt. 

The  mouth  of  this  cave,  very  exadUy  fliut 
up  by  the  trunk  of  the  tree,  was  inacceffible 
to  all  human  power.  However,  there  was 
{fill  fufficient  light  left,  for  the  (lave  to  view 
the  inlids  of  this  dreadful  habitation,  to  diftin- 
guifti  its  inhabitants,  and  to  fee  there  the 
fragments  of  bones  and  food,  with  which  the 
ground  was  covered.  He  faw  likewife^  two 
young  lions  couching  on  a  heap  of  mofs,  who 
were  not  frightened  by  his  prefence.  In  an 
oppofite  corner,  he- perceived  a  heap  of  human 
bones,  the  fad  remains  of  the  unfortunate, 
whom  the  fame  deftiny,  that  had  brought  him 
there,  had  drawn  toward  this  frightful  abode. 
Neverthelefs,  amid  thele  obje&s,  fear  did  not 
damp  his  courage ;  he  turned  towards  the 
fouth,  and,  like  a'  faithful  Muffulman,  addref- 
fed  his  prayer  to  the  great  Prophet,  with  as 
much  z.eal  and  fervour,  as  if  he  had  been  in 

the 
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the  moft  fplendid  mofque,  and  in  the  moft  fe-*' 
cure  afylum. 

Full  of  confidence  in  the  Sovereign  arbiter' 
of  deftiny,  and  being  entirely  recovered  by^ 
this  religious  a£t,  he  continued  to  call  his  eyes  ' 
into  the  dark  cavities  of  this  den.  There'* 
were  many  clothes  in  it  ;  he  put  his Ti and  in¬ 
to  one  of  the  pockets,  and  found  there  a  Hone 
and  a  piece  of  fteel  for  ftriking  fire  ;  the  earth 
was  covered  with  a  dry  mofs,  which  ferved  as 
litter  to  the  favage  inhabitants  of  this  dwell¬ 
ing.  The  pofiibility  of  getting  out  revived  his  ? 
courage  ;  and  fcarcely  was  the  enterprife  con¬ 
ceived,  when  it  was  put  in  execution.  He  fet 
fire  to  the  mofs  which  he  had  colle&ed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  cave  ;  the  flames  penetrated  the 
moift  bark  of  the  laurel’s  roots*  and  the  fire 
fpeedily  increafing,  the  tree  loft  its  fupport, 
and  fell  upon  its  fide  with  a  cralh,  fo  as  to 
leave  the  mouth  of  the  cave  quite  open.  In 
examining  this  cave,  he  had  feena  bow,  fabres, 
and  poinards,  which  might  ferve  for  his  de-  - 
fence.  He  had  alfo  discovered,  by  the  light, 
a  pan  with  coined  gold,  and  pieces  of  this  me¬ 
tal,  with  precious  jewels  of  different  kinds. 
Provided,  in  this  manner,  with  every  thing 
which  could  affift  his  efcape,  he  armed  him- 
felf  with  what  was  neceflary,  cut  away,  with 
his  fabre,  the  burning  branches  which  oppofed 

his 
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liis  paffage,  and  bleffing  God,  at  length  reco¬ 
ven  d  his  liberty. 

Scarcely  had  the  Have  got  out  of  this  dan¬ 
gerous  cave,  when  he  perceived  the  lion,  at  • 
the  dldance  of  four  bow  (hot,  and  the  lionefs 
fomewhat  farther  off  in  the  plain.  He  put 
upon  his  bow  a  deadly  arrow  ;  and  the  lion, 
thinking  to  dart  upon  his  prey,  ran  with  great 
rapidity  againft  the  arrow,  which  was  dif- 
charged  at  him  ;  the  Heel  reached  his  heart, 
and  he  fell  a  lifelefs  lump. 

The  (lave,  freed  from  this  enemy,  foon  had 
th,e  other  alfo  to  contend  with.  He  darted  his 
arrow,  but  it  made  only  a  flight  wound ;  the 
animal,  rendered  dill  more  furious,  ruflied 
forwards  to  throw  him  on  the  ground.  The 
flave  oppofed  her  with  his  poniard,  and  plun¬ 
ged  it  into  her  fide ;  the  lionefs,  roaring  aloud, 
made  a  new  effort,  but  with  his  feymeter  he 
ftruck  off  one  of  her  fore  paws,  and  difabled 
her  for  the  combat ;  {he  rolled  along  the  earth,, 
making  the  echoes  refound  with  her  roaring  ; 
the  young  lions,  from  the  cave,  anfwrered  her 
with  hideous  cries,  which  w'ould  have  filled 
the  mod;  warlike  foul  with  terror.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  conqueror  fecured  his  victory, 
by  piercing  the  animal  in  the  vital  parts,  till 
at  length  {he  funk  under  the  vigour  of  his 
arm.  lie  ran  immediately  to  butcher  the 
whelps,  and  drew  them  out  of  the  cave.  Af¬ 
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Ur  this  feat  of  valour,  he  looked  in  the  plaint 
for  a  tree,  the  fruit  of  which  might  afford  hirrv 
nourifhment,  and  a  flream  in  which  he  might 
quench  his  third; ;  and  flill  aided  by  Provi¬ 
dence,  every  thing  feemed  fubjeft  to  his  de-' 
fires,  and  offered  itfelf  to  his  hand. 

Having  at  length  recruited  his  flrength,  ex- 
haufted  by  fo  much  fatigue,  he  re-entered  the 
cave,  whofe  inhabitants  he  had  deftroyed,- 
made  himfilf  matter  of  the  treafurcs  it  contain* 
ed,  fliut  up  its  entrance  with  the  branches  of  a 
tree,  and  armed  to  as  much  advantage  as  pof- 
fible,  and  fumifhed  with  gold  and  filver  ter 
fatisfy  his  wants,  he  took  the  road  to  his  na¬ 
tive  country.  Ke  arrived  there  at  the  end  of 
fome  days,  and  gave  an  account  of  his  hiftory 
to  his  relations.  Camels  and  flaves  were  dif- 
patched  to  bring  away  the  precious  effects- 
which  were  left  in  the  lion’s  den.  Poffeffed  of. 
fo  mucli  riches,  the  beneficent  Have  fhared 
them  writh  the  indigent.  -  Not  far  from  bis  ha¬ 
bitation,  he  built  an  afylum  for  caravans,  pil¬ 
grims,  and  travellers,  who  might  be  obliged  to 
take  that  road  ;  and  from  the  fpoils  of  a  lion’s 
den,  he  eredteda  temple  of  charity. 

“  Sire  !”  added  Aladin,  after  having  fini fil¬ 
ed  his  relation,  “  you  fee  how  this  flave,  con¬ 
demned  to  perifh  upon  the  crofs,  on  the  falfe 
evidence  of  his  enemies,  and  in  danger  of  being 
devoured  by  lions,  was  miraculoufiy  delivered 
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-^rom  thefe  dangers  :  while  his  accufers  and  e- 
aemies,  eager  to  feaflE  their  eyes  with  the  fight 
of  his  tortures,  were  mafiacred  and  punilhed. 
The  King  of  Haram,  deprived  of  part  of  his 
lubje&s,  fuffered  the  punifiiment  of  his  negli¬ 
gence,  in  not  examining  the  proceedings  him- 
felf,  and  not  liftening  fufficiently  to  complaints, 
which,  although  they  moved  his  pity,  had  not 
.armed  his  juftice.” 

Bohetzad  felt  an  unufual  ftruggle  betwixt 
his  own  power,  the  relations  and  refit  £ions  of 
Aladin,  and  the  folicitations  of  his  minifters. 
A  voice  within  him  pleaded  powerfully  a- 
gainfl  the  judgment  he  had  pronounced ;  yet 
the  orders  which  he  had  given  publicly  ;  the 
apparatus  of  the  crofs,  already  prepared  with¬ 
out  the  walls  of  the  city  ;  the  crowd  of  people 
impatient  to  enjoy  this  execution,  fo  long  de¬ 
layed,  all  feemed  to  encreafe  the  embaraffment 
of  the  King.  His  Viziers,  feeing  him  hefitate 
again,  were  eager  to  fix  his  refolution,  by  the 
ftrongeft  remonftrances ;  and  going  over  all  the 
arguments  they  had  already  alledged,  they  end¬ 
ed  by  alarming  the  King  refpe&ing  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  his  power.  “  Well !”  fatd  the  King, 
“  I  feel,  in  fpite  of  you,  that  my  heart  revolts 
at  what  I  am  doing  ;  neverthclefs,  as  the  crime 
appears  to  me  evident,  and  as  the  fafety  of  my 
.kingdom  depends  upon  this  decree,  I  yield  to 
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jour  reafons.  Let  the  criminal  be  conduced 
to  punifliment.” 

That  verj  inftant,  the  guard  feized  Aladin. 
He  was  bound  with  cords,  loaded  with  chains, 
and  led  without  the  citj,  to  the  place,  where 
torture  was  to  terminate  his  exiilence.  The 
King  himfelf,  mounted  upon  an  elephant,  and, 
followed  by  his  whole  court,  repaired  to  the 
place  of  punifhment ;  he  was  feated  upon  a 
throne,  from  which  he  beheld  this  execution. 
The  unfortunate  Aladin  was  already  ftripped, 
when  fuddenly  a  ftranger,  ruftiing  through  the 
crowd,  and  removing  the  guards,  and  every 
obftacle  that  oppofed  his  paflfage,  threw  him¬ 
felf  into  the  arms  of  Aladin.  “  O  my  fon  ! 
my  dear  fon  !”  exclaimed  he,  the  tears  flowing  - 
in  a  torrent  from  his  eyes  j  he  could  fay  no 
more,  for  grief  ftopt  his  utterance.  This  un^ 
expe&ed  event  threw  the  people  into  commo¬ 
tion,  and  the  King  gave  orders,  that  the  ftran- 
ger  fliould  be  brought  before  him. 

“  Sovereign  Monarch,”  faid  he  to  him,  em¬ 
bracing- his  knees,  “  fave  the  life  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  young  man,  whom  you  have  condemned 
to  death.  If  a  criminal  mull  die,  give  orders 
for  my  puniihment ;  I  wait  it  at  your  feet.” 

“  Who  are  you  ?”  faid  the  King.  “What 
interefl  have  you  in  this  criminal?” — “  Sire  ! 

I  am  the  chief  of  a  band  of  robbers.  Search¬ 
ing  one  day  in  the  defert  for  a  fountain  to  al- 
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lay  the  thirft  of  my  company,  I  found  upon 
tlie  grafs,  on  the  brink  of  a  fountain,  and  at 
the  feet  of  five  palm  troes,  which  covered  it 
with  their  ftiadow,  a  piece  of  cloth,  interwoven 
with  gold,  and  fome  Twaddling  cloaths,  on 
which  an  infant  breathed,  who  had  juft  opened 
its  eyes  to  the  light.  Moved  with  compaffion 
for  this  innocent  creature,  I  carried  him  to  my 
houfe,  -where  my  wife  became  his  nurfe.  This 
child  was  not  ours,  Sire  !  But  he  was  to  us  a 
gift  from  heaven,  and  became  dearer  to  us 
than  our  own.  He  was  endowed  with  fuch 
-excellent  qualities,  and  fo  many  virtues,  that 
we  regretted  our  having  abandoned  thofe  which 
the  exercife  of  our  profeffion  had  made  us  for¬ 
get  $  for  in  fhort,  to  my  (hame,  I  avow  it,  Sire, 
we  were  robbers.  He  followed  us  in  our  expe- 
-  ditions,  and  diftinguiftied  himfelf  on  every  occa- 
'fion,  by  deeds  of  valour  and  humanity.  We 
loft  him  in  a  fituation,  when  overcome  by  the 
number — ”  No  other  circumftance  was  necefla- 
ry  to  inform  the  King,  that  he  who  was  about 
to  die  by  his  command,  was  the  only  fruit  of 
his  loves  with  Baherjoa.  He  quickly  descend¬ 
ed  from  his  throne,  flew  to  Aladin,  with  his 
own  poniard  ftruck  the  cords  from  off  his  fon, 
and  clafped  him  in  his  arms,  with  marks  of  the 
raoft  lively  affeftion.  “  Ah  !  my  fon,”  ex¬ 
claimed  he ;  “I  have  been  on  the  point  of 
plunging  in  my  heart,  the  dagger  of  endlefs 
Vol.  III.  Z  repentance. 
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repentance.  Great  God  !  how  profound  is 
;thy  wifdom,  how  unlimited  thy  power  !  My 
heart  mull  have  been  torn  at  the  fight  of  a 
jcruel  punifhment,  and  thou  didft  convert  this 
apparatus  of  terror  anddifmay  into  a  fpe&acle 
.of  triumph  and  joy,  whofe  ravifhing  fplendor 
my  foul  can  with  difficulty  fupport !”  He  a-1 
gain  embraced  Aladin,  fet  him  upon  an  ele¬ 
phant,  and  returned  to  the  palace,  amid  the 
din  of  trumpets,  and  the  acclamations  of  tht 
people. 

Baherjoa  had  been  already  informed  of  his 
unexpected  happinefs,  in  finding  a  fpn,  for 
whofe  fate  Ihe  had  been  fo  often  alarmed.  In 
a  Ihort  time,  the  King  himfelf  prefented  to  her 
this  dear  child,  dreffed  in  fuch  fplendid  gar¬ 
ments,  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  difcover  the  al¬ 
teration  which  a  tedious  confinement  had  pro¬ 
duced  upon  him.  The  joy  of  this  event  foon 
fpread  through  all  ranks  in  the  kingdom. 
Courtiers,  merchants,  and  artifts  partook  of  it ; 
the  mofques  were  opened,  and  the  people 
crowded  thither,  to  render  thanks  to  God,  and 
his  Prophet ;  public  rejoicings  teftified  the  ge¬ 
neral  happinefs  ;  the  city  of  Ifpahan  was,  on 
this  day,  transformed  into  a  fcene  of  pleafure ; 
r.nd  every  thing,  even  the  birds  of  heaven,  fung 
>the  glory  of  the  Monarch,  and  the  deliverance 
c<f  Aladin. 

The 
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"The  ten  Viziers  alone,  far  from  participating 
in  the  public  happinefs,  were  thrown  into  a  dark 
dungeon,  where  the  remorfe  of  their  confciem* 
ces  anticipated  the  punifhment  which,  at  the 
end  of  the  thirty  days  that  had  been  appoint¬ 
ed  for  feafting,  they  were  doomed  to  fuffer. 
At  length,  by  the  orders  of  the  Sovereign, 
they  were  brought  to  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
which  was  now  become  fo  formidable  to  them. 
Aladin  was  feated  at  his  father’s  right  hand : 
they  turned  away  their  guilty  eyes,  and  after 
a  filence,  that  impofed  refpedt  and  terror,  Bo- 
hetzad  thus  addrefled  them: 

M  Pretended  fupports  of  my  throne  !”  faid  he 
to  them  j  “  minifters  fo  jealous  of  my  glory  ! 
behold  this  criminal,  whom,  with  fo  much 
cruel  obflinacy,  and  fuch  difling  uifhed  eager- 
nefs,  you  purfued ;  I  ought  to  have  fent  him 
to  punifhment  without  hearing  him  ;  by  liften- 
ing  to  his  tyorics,  I  expofed  my  glory,  my 
fafety,  and  the  peace  of  my  fubjedts  ;  juftify 
yourfelves,  if  you  can  ;  you  have  liberty  to 
fpeak.” 

In  vain  did  the  King  endeavour  to  make 
thefe  guilty  miniflers  open  their  mouths  ;  they 
were  feized  with  a  mortal  coldnefs  ;  their  eyes, 
fixed  on  the  ground,  could  not  be  drawm  from 
it ;  their  lips  quivered ;  their  feeble  limbs  bent 
under  their  knees,  and  feemed  ready  to  fail 
them.  “  Speak,”  faid  Aladin  to  them,  in  his 
Z^2  turn  y 
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turn  j  “  where  now  is  that  attachment  to  the 
rules  of  juftice,  which  rendered  you  fo' elo¬ 
quent  againfl  the  fon  of  a  chief  of  the  robbers, , 
who  was  guilty,  in  your  eyes,  of  a  crime, 
which  ought  to  be  expiated  by  the  moft  infa¬ 
mous  of  all  punifhments  ?  Are  your  courage 
and  your  zeal  for  the  glory  of  the  kingdom 
annihilated?  Bring  forth  the  witneffes  of  the 
crime  which  I  have  committed,  in  attempting, 
by  prefents,  to  feduce  the  Queen,  and  intimi¬ 
dating  her  by  threats.  But  guilt  weighs  you 
down,  reraorfe  preys  upon  you,  and  you  are 
confounded  with  Ihame.” 

“  Your  fentence,  already  written  in  hea¬ 
ven, refumed  Bohetzad,  “  is  about  to  be  ex¬ 
ecuted  on  earth.  Let  nine  other  erodes  be  e-  . 
reded,  in  the  place  where  that  for  my  fon 
was  prepared,  and  there,  at  length,  let  thefc 
ten  wretches  finilh  their  days  ;  and  let  the  pub¬ 
lic  criers  announce  this  decree  to  the  people  !” 
The  order  was  inftantly  executed. 

Bohetzad  then  leading  back  his  fon  to  the 
palace,  continually  renewed  the  tender jproofs 
of  his  afFedion.  “  Ah  !  dear  fon  !”  would  he 
fay,  “  how  was  you  fo  little  intimidated  by  the 
death  which  threatened  you,  as  to  recoiled  all 
the  circumftances  you  related  ?  Whence  have 
you  drawn  thofe  numerous  maxims,  and  judi¬ 
cious  refledions,  which  can  only  be  the  fruit 
of  experience  and  ftudy  ?” 


“Sire,” 
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iX  Sire,”  replied  Aladin,  “  it  was  not  I  who 
fpoke,  but  heaven  which  |nfpired  me.  In  m j 
infancy  I  had  not  been  negle£ted ;  and  lince 
that  happy  moment,  in  which  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  placed  near  your  Majefty,  I  hav<* 
been  perfected  in  wifdom.  The  woman,  whom 
I  took  for  my  mother,  early  directed  my  at¬ 
tention  to  the  divine  Koran,  by  whofe  facred 
precepts,  fhe  told  me,  I  ought  to  regulate  my 
condu£l  :  But,  what  will  appear  mod  extraor¬ 
dinary  to  you,  Sire,  is,  that  her  hulband,  led 
away  by  the  force  of  habit,  brought  up  in 
guilt  almoft  from  his  infancy,  and  not 
hefitating  in  the  halt  to  plunder  caravans, 
ihould  yet  be  afraid  of  breaking  his  word  :  he 
was  a  faithful  hulband,  a  kind  mailer  to  his 
Haves,  to  me  more  than  an  afR&ionate  father, 
and  of  all  men  the  lead  greedy  of  plunder. 
He  cherifhed  me  ;  and  as  at  that  time  I  was  not 
fo  well  informed  as  I  am  at  preftnt,  I  honour¬ 
ed  him  as  a  benefa£tor,  and  loved  him  as  a 
parent.” 

“  Enough  refpe£ting  him,  my  fon,”  replied 
the  King.  “  Returning  from  the  awful  fcene 
they  have  juft  beheld,  and  warned  by  the  lig- 
nal  which  the  Muczins  have  founded  from  the 
top  of  the  mofques,  the  people  are  about  to  fill 
them.  Order  my  treafurer  to  fellow  you  ; 
and  let  plentiful  alms  and  charity  every  where 
accompany  yourfteps,  and  announce,  in  afuit-- 
Z  3  abte 
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able  manner,  the  heir,  whom,  for  the  profpe* 
rity  of  my  empire,  heaven  has  reftored  to  my 
arms.’* 

As  foon  as  the  religious  ceremonies  were 
finilhed,  the  King  ordered  the  chief  of  the  rob-, 
bers,  who  was  known  to  have  remained  at  If- 
feflara,  to  be  conduced  to  the  bath,  to  be  de¬ 
cently  drefled,  and  brought  to  the  palace,  that 
he  might  enjoy  the  triumph  of  his  adopted  fon. 
Far  from  reproaching  him  with  his  former 
manner  of  life,  and  prefuming  much  on  the* 
natural  principles  of  this  man,  whom  example 
had  not  corrupted,  whom  opportunities  had 
not  feduced,  and  whom  want  had  not  provoked  ; 
he  appointed  him  to  the  command  of  a  fron¬ 
tier  province,  where  he  muft  necelTarily  com¬ 
mand  refpe&,  by  his  a&ivity  and  military  ta-^ 
lents. 

Bohetzad,  Baherjoa,  and  Aladin,  reunited 
by  the  ties  of  blood,  of  love,  and  of  friendihip, 
pafied  many  years  in  unalterable  affe&ion, 
continually  finding  means  to  draw  clofer  the 
knots  which  bound  them  together.  At  length, 
the  Monarch,  feeling  from  his  age  and  flrength, 
that  it  was  time  to  refign  thefceptre  into 'more 
Heady  hands,  he  aflembled  his  divan,  his  mi- 
niflers,  viziers,  cadis,  lawyers,  princes,  lords, 
and  alVthe  grandees  of  the  realm. 

“  Nature,”  faid  he  to  them,  “  hath  called 
my  fon  to  fucceed  me  j  but,  in  his  miraculous 
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prefervation,  heaven  has  given  a  clear  indica¬ 
tion  of  its  will.  In  putting  the  crowli  upon 
his  head  this  day,  I  only  obey  its  decrees,  and 
give  you  a  matter  more  worthy  than  I  to  com-* 
mand.” 

The  perfe£l  tranquillity  which  reigned  in  the 
palace  of  the  Sultan,  when  the  Sultanefs  had 
finifhed  the  hiftory  of  King  Bohetzad  and  his  ten 
Viziers,  announced*  that  all  were  yet  enjoying 
repofe.  Dinarzade,  anxious  to  fill  up  the  time, 
faid  to  Scheherazade,  “  Sifter,  you  have  the 
art  of  interefting  us  in  behalf  of  your  heroes  ; 
there  is  one,  whole  hiftory  for  a  long  time  you 
have  given  us  reafon  to  expeCt,  and  who  is  not 
indifferent  to  you,  for  you  frequently  amufe 
yourfelf  by  finging  his  productions.  He  was 
poflefled  of  four  forts  of  merit,  which,  when 
they  are  united,  always  have  a  great  effeCt  ;  he 
was  amorous,  brave,  a  poet,  and  devout.” — 
“  The  Chevalier  Habib,  you  mean  filter, ”  re¬ 
plied  Scheherazade  ;  “  with  pleafure  I  will  un¬ 
dertake  the  recital  of  his  adventures  and  a- 
mours.” 


Hiftory  of  Habib  and  DorathiUGoafe ,  or  the 
Knight . 

The  tribe  of  Ben  Hilac,  the  moft  numerous 
*ud  the  braveft  of  Arabia,  had  formerly  for  its 
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Emir,  Ben  Hilac  Salamis,  the  moll  renowned? 
man  of  his  time,  for  his  wifdom,  his  military- 
talents,  his  religion,  his  probity,  and,  in  a  word,' 
for  all  the  virtues  which  chara&erize  the  man  of 
quality,  and  the  warrior.  The  union  of  fo  many 
good  qualities  had  raifed  him  to  be  chief  over 
fixty-fix  tribes,  whom  he  governed  with  wifdom, 
and  whofe  confidence  he  merited.  Happinefs 
and  fuccefs,  which  are  often  the  fruits  of  ex¬ 
cellent  condu£l,  had  attended  him  in  war,  and 
did  not  forfake  him  in  peace.  Arrived  at  full 
maturity,  this  Prince  wanted  nothing  but  an 
heir  to  complete  his  felicity  ;  but  this  bleffing. 
heaven  had  not  as  yet  bellowed. 

During  the  feaft  of  the  Haraphat ,  Salamii1 
continually  loaded  the  altar  with  facrifices  ; 
and  having  proftrated  himfelf  on  the  fteps  of 
the  tabernacle,  he  addrefled  his  prayers  to  the 
holy  Prophet,  and  with  refignation  and  rever¬ 
ence  waited  for  a  bleffing  fo  elfential  to  his  hap¬ 
pinefs.  One  day,  when  he  had  doubled  the  in- 
cenfe  of  his  facrifices,  he  fuddenly  felt  an  a- 
greeable  confolation,  from  which  he  conceived 
the  moft  flattering  hope.  In  this  he  was  not 
deceived,  for  at  the  end  of  fome  days  the  preg¬ 
nancy  of  Amirala  was  declared  ;  and  in  nine 
months  after  this  Princefs  brought  forth  a  fon, 
equal  in  beauty  to  the  brilliant  liar,  which, 
during  the  nights  of  fummer,  recompenfes  tis 
for  the  abfence  of  the  fun.  Amirala  took  her 
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child  id  her  arms,  and  carefTcd  him  with  a 
mingled  tranfport  of  enthufiafm  and  love. 

“  Lovely  infant,”  faid  fhe,  “  excellent  re¬ 
presentative  of  the  refpe&able  (lock  from  which 
thou  art  fprung,  may  the  kifles  of  my  mouth 
be  to  thee  as  falutary,  as  are  the  rays  of  the  fun 
to  the  tender  and  new  blown  flower !  Come 
to  my  bofom,  and  tafte  there  the  /nil  fruits  of 
my  affe&ion. 

And  thou,  great  Prophet !  thou  to  whom  the 
Moll  High  has  commited  the  key  of  heavenly 
bleflings,  Shower  down  upon  his  head  the  influ¬ 
ences  of  thy  divine  fpirit !  At  thy  powerful 
voice  may  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  brilliant, 
but  mildeft  of  the  ftars,  conduct  his  defti- 
ny ! 

Happy  tribes  of  the  fmiling  regions  of  Ara¬ 
bia  !  for  you  has  our  Habib  been  given  us  ! 
Come  and  behold  the  head  of  my  young  cedar  ! 
You  will  diftinguilh  it  among  all  the  trees  of 
the  foreft ;  rejoice  ye  happy  tribes  !  one  day 
it  will  cover  you  w  ith  its  ftiadow.” 

While  Amirala  thus  celebrated  the  bleflings 
of  the  Almighty,  the  Emir  having  aflembled 
all  the  wife  men  of  the  nation,  made  them 
confult  the  ftars  concerning  the  deftiny  of  his 
fon.  At  the  proper  hour,  the  eyes  of  the  a- 
ftrologers  were  directed  to  the  azure  vault, 
where  they  affirmed  that  a  combat  feemed  to 
take  place.  One  ftar  appeared  to  oppofe  ano** 
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ther.  A  very  brilliant  one  feemed  to  be  darketfv 
ed,  to  difappear,  or  to  be  extinguiflied,  like  the' 
meteors  which  fometimes  ihoot  athwart  the 
firmament ;  but  yet  it  never  left  its  place  ;  and- 
fome  moments  after  it  fhone  with  new  luftre, 
and  was  fcen  in  the  moft  favourable  conjunct 
tions. 

Then  the  oldefl  of  the  aftrolcgers  thus  fpake ; 
“  Prince,”  faid  he  to  Salamis,  “  your  fon  will- 
live  to  be  the  glory  and  admiration  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  but  never  did  mortal  experience  fo  many 
dangers  as  will  fall  to  his  lot.  Accidents  and 
reverfes  await  him,  but  he  will  be  wonderfully 
fupported ;  and  fliould  his  courage  and  vigour 
of  foul  overcome  all  thefe  trials,  his  labours 
will  be  crowned  vvith  love  and  glory.” — “  What 
ftrange  deftiny  !”  replied  the  Emir,  “  could 
nothing  be  oppofed  to  its  rigour  — “  Prince,* 
from  our  prefent  obfervation  we  are  certain 
that  the  great  planet,  and  the  feven  which  fur- 
round  it,  are  not  in  harmony ;  they  appear¬ 
ed  to  us  exerting  all  their  ftrength  to  aflift 
your  Ton’s  ftar,  or  to  oppefe  it3  bad  influences  ; 
the  afpeft  of  thefe  confli&s  was  terrible.  But 
as  the  ftar  of  Habib  again  appeared,  you  may 
entertain  fome  hope  ;  dangers  were  lliewn  to  us 
very  clearly ;  but  as  it  is  always  in  the  power, 
of  man  to  elude,  in  fome  degree,  the  ftrokes  of 
deftiny,  Habib  mult,  by  his  virtues,  reftrain  the 

bad 
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t>ad  influences  of  his  flar,  and  force,  it  to  be  fa¬ 
vourable.” 

Salamis  was  the  bravefl,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  the  moll  refigned  of  men.  “  The  rever- 
fes  of  fortune  which  await  my  fon,”  faid  he, 
“  cannot  furely  exceed  human  lirength.  I 
mull  form  him  to  a  manly  chara<5ler,  and  che- 
rilh  in  his  heart  the  feeds  of  every  virtue.  A- 
mirala  will  fecond  my  views,  and  by  our  unit¬ 
ed  example  and  inllru£lions,  he  lhall  triumph 
over  the  dangers  which  threaten  him.3* 

Nofooner  could  the  circumcifed  Habib  arti¬ 
culate,  than  infcead  of  fpeaking  words  dellitute  of 
meaning,  he  pronounced  his  confefiion  of  faith. 
He  already  praifed  the  Creator,  Mahomet  his 
apollle,  heaven,  earth,  the  beings  which  inhabit 
them,  and  the  immenfe  fpace  by  which  they 
are  feparated.  He  fported  with  the  letters  of 
the  alphabet,  and  arranged  them  in  words, 
which  had  a  well  conne&ed  meaning.  When 
amuling  himfelf  with  reeds,  inftead  of  drawing 
the  pi&ure  of  a  little  cottage,  he  traced  the 
form  of  a  mofque.  In  Ihort,  his  amufements, 
his  tafle,  and  his  inclinations,  early  announced 
him  to  be  a  perfenageof  no  common  kind. 

As  foon  as  his  body  acquired  lirength,  no 
regular  hour  was  obferved  for  his  repall.  It 
was  neceffary  to  render  him  familiar  with  want, 
that  tyrant  of  the  human  race.  They  began  to 
^nake  him  feel  its  firll  llrokes,  that  he  might 

one 
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one  day  be  able  to  endure  them  without  com¬ 
plaint.  It  was  neceflary  to  accuftom  him  to 
ever y  thing  ;  the  mat  on  which  he  flept  was 
taken  from  him,  but  he  found  equal  repofe  on 
the  hardeft  ground  ;  and  he  was  expofed  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  feafons,  thathis  body  might 
nevtr  be  hurt  by  their  rigour. 

He  was  mounted  on  young  untamed  horfes  ; 
but  by  the  addrefs  which  he  already  exercifed 
in  lefs  perilous  fports,  he  inftantly  found  his  ba¬ 
lance  ;  and  if,  by  any  accident,  he  happened  to 
fall,  by  his  lightnefs  and  agility,  he  foon  reco¬ 
vered  his  feat. 

In  this  manner  did  Amirala  form  the  body 
of  her  pupil.  At  the  age  of  feven,  he  excel¬ 
led  all  other  children  in  ftrength  and  agility ; 
nor  were  his  underftanding  and  his  heart  ne¬ 
glected.  He  recited  chapters  of  the  Alcoran, 
and  explained  their  meaning.  Accuftomed  by 
his  mother  to  behold  with  enthufiafm  the  won¬ 
ders  of  nature,  he  at  the  fame  time  remarked 
her  beauties. 

The  time  was  now  come  when  Salamis 
thought  of  completing  an  education  fo  happily 
begun.  But  an  inftrudor  muft  be  found  as  \ 
perfed  for  youth,  as  Amirala  had  been  for  in¬ 
fancy.  There  was  in  the  camp  an  aged  phi- 
lofoplier,  named  Ilfakis,  Ikilled  in  all  the  fei- 
ences,  and  of  an  unblemifhed  charader  ;  but  he 
was  infeded  with  a  difeafe,  which  was  conduc¬ 
ting 
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ting  him  fiowly  to  the  grave.  “  Ah  !  if  God 
would  reflore  me  the  fage  Ilfakis,”  faid  he  in 
the  hearing  of  one  of  his  minillers.  “  For* 
what  purpofe  would  you  wifli  this  ?”  replied  the 
minilter.  “  I  am  this  moment  come  from  his 
tent ;  he  told  me  he  had  taken  an  elixir,  which 
had  produced  a  wonderful  efFefl.  I  found  him 
{landing,  and  indeed  faw  him  take  feveral  very 
firm  Heps  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  if  you  wifli  to 
fee  him,  but  that  he  will  be  able  to  come 
hither.” — “  Go,”  faid  the  Emir,  “  and  requell 
this  of  him  ;  I  look  upon  his  recal  to  life  as  a 
miracle,  performed  flill  more  for  my  advantage 
than  his.” 

Ilfakis  came  at  the  orders  of  the  Emir,  and 
accepted  his  propofal.  The  young  Habib  de¬ 
parted  with  his  new  mailer,  and  lived  in  the 
fame  tent  with  him.  The  attention  of  the  go¬ 
vernor*,  found  a  foil  fo  well  prepared,  that, 
every  thing  grew  in  it  with  eafe.  Habib  could 
already  given  names  to  all  the  liars  of  hea¬ 
ven,  defcribe  the  courfes  of  the  planets,  and  cal¬ 
culate  their  magnitude  and  diliances.  He  dif- 
Vol.  III.  *  A  a  tinguilhed 

*  The  attention  of  the  governor.  From  the  Arabians 
we  firft  learned  both  the  knowledge  of  the  wonders  of 
nature,  and  the  method  of  inveftigating  them.  Ta 
them  alfo  we  are  indebted  for  the  tranflations  of  the 
works  of  the  Greek  philofophers.  Hence  we  ought 
not  to  be  furprifed  at  what  is  here  faid  of  the  rapid 
cprogrefs  of  the  young  Habib. 
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tinguiflied  the  different  forts  of  trees  and  plants, 
and  pointed  out  theirproperties.  If  he  fpoke  of 
vegetation,  he  knew  that  heat  and  moifture  are 
the  caufes  of  fertility.  If  he  fpoke  of  the  fea, 
he  knew  that  it  was  formed  by  the  rivers :  he 
followed  the  vapours,  exhaled  from  it  by  the 
fun,  to  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  from  whence 
he  beheld  the  fruitful  fprings  roll  back  into  the 
great  abyfs,  and  thus  perpetuate  the  fur- 
prifing  works  of  nature.  He  could  affign  to 
every  animal  its  proper  clafs  ;  and  if  the  vari¬ 
ous  wonders  of  their  inftind  aftoniftied  him,  he 
Hill  bqheld  them  fubjeft  to  the  more  wonder¬ 
ful  operations  of  reafon. 

While  he  endeavoured,  with  the  afliftance  of 
Ilfakis,  to  arrange  all  thefe  ideas,  he  at  the 
fame  time  laboured  to  fix  them  in  his  mind  ; 
and  he  had  learned  the  art  of  writing  with  pens 
cut  in  feven  ways*. 

Sal  amis  wilhed  one  day  that  his  fon  fliould 
communicate  fome  of  his  knowledge  to  him. 
“  Father,”  faid  he  to  him,  Xi  you  ought  to  aik 
ibis  of  my  matter,  who  is  qualified  to  fpeak  of 
learning  ;  as  for  me,  I  muff  for  a  long  time  em- 

ploy 

•  Pens  cat  in  [even  "ways.  The  pens  which  the  Ara¬ 
bians  ufe  are  made  of  reeds.  We  know  not  what  me¬ 
rit  thefe  people  could  affix  to  the  fcience  of  cutting 
them  in  this  manner;  but  we  knefw  that  they  aferibed 
to  this  a  great  deal  of  the  merit  of  good  writing. 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


*79 

ploy  only  my  eyes  and  ears ;  iince  the  ufe  of 
the  hand  ought  to  be  acquired  long  before  that 
of  the  tongue,  and  the  chara&ers  which  I  am 
forming  Ihould  be  rendered  as  pure  as  the 
pearls  of  the  water.”  Salami,  delighted  tvith 
this  reply,  aiked  the  w  ife  governor  if  there  was. 
yet  any  thing  he  could  teach  his  fon.  “  The 
young  Prince,”  replied  Ilfakis,  “  although  he 
alks  me  queftions,  could  already  prevent  all 
my  anfwers.  I  have  laid  open  before  him  the 
great  book  of  the  world,  where  every  ftep  he 
at  prefent  takes  by  himfdf  will  advance  him  a 
ftagej  the  inftruftion  which  ihould  exclude  the 
labour  of  application,  would  only  retard  his 
progrefs:  it  is  now  time,  Prince,  that  my  pupil 
ihould  engage  in  fuch  arts  as  are  eftentially  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  man,  who  muft  one  day  rule 
over  iixty-fix  warlike  tribes.  My  aftiftance, 
in  this  way,  could  be  of  no  ufe  to  him,  and  my 
body,  called  upon  by  its  kindred  earth,  has  no 
ambition  but  to  return  to  its  place  of  reft.” — 
“  Gloomy  prefage  !”  replied  the  Emir,  “  you 
may  yet  promife  yourfelf  many  years,  and  my 
treafures  iliall  make  you  enjoy  them  in  abun¬ 
dance.” — “Prince,”  faid  thefage,  **  a  grain  of 
fand,  and  all  the  riches  of  the  world,  ate  equal 
in  my  eiiimation  ;  long  have  1  been  dead  to 
every  neceflity.  This  pitiful  body,  which  I 
am  no  more. anxious  to  preferve,  owes  the  pro¬ 
longation  of  its  exiftence,  to  the  fecret  defigns 
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of  providence,  for  the  advantage  of  Salamis,  and 
this  day  rtie  deftinies  have  fixed  for  its  diflblu- 
tion.  I  have  received  nly  reward  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  my  duty,  and  I  wifh  for  no  other 
here  below.’’ — u  Farewell  then,  virtuous  Ilfa- 
kis  !”  faid  the  Emir ;  “  receive  my  embraces, 
and  thofe  of  my  fon  ;  Many  tears  will  your  ab- 
fetice  coil  ns ;  but  we  will  alleviate  their  bit- 
ternefs,  by  repairing  often  to  your  tent.” — 
“  You  will  repair  thither  no  more,”  replied 
he  j  “  my  tent  i3  like  a  vapour,  which  the  wind 
is  foon  to  diffipate,  and  I  am  like  the  dull  which 
it  fweeps  along.  Farewell  Salamis,  adieu  my 
dear  Habib.  Aroidll  the  troubles  which  mull 
aflail  you, remember  me.” 

The  young  Habib  was  much  affe&ed  with 
this  feparation :  But  how  much  more  fevere 
was  the  proof  to  which  his  fenfibility  was  put 
on  the  day  following  !  His  fage  preceptor  died 
as  he  returned  to  his  tent ;  and  to  preferve  the 
camp4  from  the  infection  which  it  had  fpread, 
his  body  was  buried  the  moment  it  was  for- 
faken  by  the  animating  fpirit.  The  young 
pupil  filed  tears  in  his  mother’s  bofom  ;  and 
while  Amirala  endeavoured  to  comfort  him,  fiife 
was  delighted  with  his  tcndernefs.  She  ex¬ 
horted  him  to  raife  his  thoughts  above  this 
earth,  which  was  infufiicient  for  our  felicity. 
Thefe  confolatory  ideas  calmed  the  foul  of  the 
young  Habib;  yet  he  wifhed  to  pay  the  lap 
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duties  to  his  departed  benefa&or,  to  drew  his 
grave  with  flowers,  and  offer  up  his  prayers  to 
the  Molt  High.  He  came  to  the  tent  of  Ilfa- 
kis,  carrying  in  his  hand  three  chaplets  of  fym- 
bolical  flowers  ;  a  fweet  melancholy  took  pof- 
feffion  of  his  foul,  and  opened  a  paflage  for  the 
tears,  which  flowed  involuntarily  down  his 
checks ;  for  a  moment  he  remained  in  filence, 
tQ  enjoy  an  afili&ion  which  had  nothing  pain¬ 
ful  ;  then  raifed  his  voice. 

“  I  am  now  treading  on  the  earth  under  which 
the  body  of  my  dear  llfakis  is  at  reft  :  Angels 
of  death  1  when  you  approached  to  bear  away 
his  foul,  were  not  you  equally  moved  as  I  was 
at  that  mournful  and  folemn  moment  ? 

“  O  great  Prophet !  thou  haft  received  into 
thy  bofom  this  virtuous  Muflulman :  Thou 
haft  given  him  crowns  that  (hall  never  pcriih ; 
render  thefe  immortal  which  I  place  upon  his 
allies. 

“  The  foul  of  my  dear  llfakis  13  no*  'wander¬ 
ing  in  thefe  places  ;  elfe  it  would  make  plants 
and  flowers  flourilh  on  thefe  barren  plains,  as  one 
look  or  one  word  of  his  made  the  treafures  of 
wifdom  and  the  charms  of  virtue  fpring  up  in 
my  heart. 

“  Be  happy,  deep  on,  reft  in  peace,  bleffed 
foul !  Accept  the  homage  of  my  gratitude  ; 
I  come  to  crown  thy  cold  remains !  Thou 
didft  inform  my  reafon,  madeft  me  love  my 
Aa3  4uty, 
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duty,  and  fepl  the  fweets  of  friendfiiip  ;  and  this 
is  the  tribute  of  mine.” 

Salamis  was  waiting  the  return  of  his  fon. 
“  Habib  !”  laid  he  to  him,  “  after  having  fa- 
tisfied  the  claims  of  your  gratitude,  you  mull 
now  .think  of  acquiring  that  knowledge,  which 
will  be  of  more  immediate  utility  in  your  fi- 
tuation.  You  are  my  fon,  and  deftined  by 
heaven  to  fucceed  me  in  the  command  of  the 
valiant  tribes,  over  whom  I  rule.  You  will 
be  called  to  march  at  their  head,  in  every  mi¬ 
litary  expedition.  But,  in  order  to  conduct  them 
with  propriety,  you  mull  inure  your  body  to 
fatigue,  and  be  able  to  humble  the  enemy 
which  may  dare  to  oppofe  you.  Strength,  u- 
nited  to  courage,  ought  to  render  you  the  moft 
intrepid  and  gallant  foldier  in  your  armies. 
You  have  already  begun  to  accuftom  yourfelf 
to  bear  arms  :  the  effeminate  alone  fink  under 
them ;  to  the  man  of  courage  they  become  fa¬ 
miliar.  Ah  !  could  I  find,  among  my  war- 
riours,  a  man  as  capable  to  inftruft  you  in  this 
profeffion,  aS  Ilfakis  was  in  the  fciences  which 
you  learned  under  his  care.  A  complete  war- 
riour  is  a  pheehix — feldom  feen.  The  great 
Prophet  performed  a  miracle  in  our  behalf,  in 
preferving  Ilfakis  ;  and  he  only  can  fend  me 
fuch  a  man,  as  I  would  wifh  to  place-  near 
you.” — “  Father,”  faid  Habib,  “  in  my  fports 
I  attempted  to  ride  smd  fubdue  the  moll  vigo- 
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rous  of  your  horfes,  nor  did  ftrength  and  cou¬ 
rage  ever  forfake  me.  Exchange  this  linen  gar¬ 
ment  for  a  buckler  of  fteel ;  and  when  loaded 
with  the  thickeft  Ihield,  and  armed  with  the 
flrongeft  fpear,  I  fhall  be  a  companion  who 
will  notdifgrace  your  arms.  Ah  !  when  fball 
I  quit  this  drefs,  which  almoft  renders  my  fex 
equivocal,  and  conceals  the  ftrength  with  which 
nature  has  endowed  me  ?  Strength  requires 
to  be  under  regulation ;  and  I  am  only  ambi¬ 
tious  to  learn  the  art  of  dire&ing  its  exertion.” 
— “  Prefent  worthy  of  heaven  !”  faid  the  Emir,, 
embracing  his  fon  ;  “  Happy  child  !  Hope  of 
my  tribes  !  He  who  implanted  in  you  fuch 
noble  difpolitions,  will  furnifh  us  alfo  with  the 
means  of  their  cultivation.” 

This  converfation  was  fcarcely  ended,  when 
a  warriour  appeared  without  the  camp,  and* 
demanded  the  honour  of  being  admitted  into 
the  prefence  of  Salamis.  “  Let  him  approach,” 
faid  the  Emir,  “  anxious  to  fee  juftice  and 
peace  reign  upon  earth,  my  heart  has  no  other 
wifti  than  to  live  among  thofe  who  are  their 
defenders.”  Upon  this  the  ftranger  arrived. 

The  beautiful  mane  of  the  ftately  courfer 
on  which  he  rode,  concealed  him  all,  except 
the  creft  of  his  helmet,  and  the  plume  which 
waved  above.  He  approached  the  tent,  and 
alighted  from  his  fteed.  Habib,  who  had  gone 
out  to  meet  him,  laid  hold  of  the  horfe’s  bridle, 
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and  delivered  it  to  one  of  the  Emir’s  grooms. 
u  Valiant  knight,”  faid  he  to  him,  “  with 
what  intention  have  you  come  hither  ?” — “  I 
come,”  replied  the  ftranger,  “  to  pay  homage 
to  the  virtues,  the  courage,  and  the  power  of 
the  great  Emir,  Ben-Hilac- Salamis,  and  to  de¬ 
mand  from  the  young  Habib  a  fhare  of  thofe 
favours  which  the  lovely  daughter  of  Hye- 
men  bellows  upon  him.  The  warriour,  who 
receives  her  into  his  arms,  will  foon  forget, 
amid  the  excefs  of  his  joy,  the  dangers  which 
he  has  encountered.” 

The  Emir,  not  having  underftood  this,  re¬ 
quired  an  explanation  of  it  from  his  fon My 
father,”  faid  Habib,  feelingly,  “  this  noblo 
knight  demands  permiflion  to  falute  you,  and 
a  fhare  of  my  coffee.”  Then  turning  towards 
the  ftranger,  “  Warriour,”  faid  he,  “  to  wifli 
for  the  favours  of1  the  daughter  of  Hyemen, 
is  to  appear  worthy  of  thofe  which  fhe  delights 
to  pour  into  the  heart  of  the  lovers  of  glory. 
Here  you  can  be  refufed  nothing  ;  the  hero 
whom  you  fee  is  the  Emir  Salamis,  and  I 
am  his  fon  Habib.” 

The  two  heroes  then  faluted  one  another. 
Salamis  had  never  feen  a  man  of  fo  fine  a  ft  a-' 
ture,  and  of  a  figure  which  difplayed  at  once  fo 
much  majefty  and  grace.  The  fteel  of  his  armour 
refle&ed  fo  ftrongly  the  rays  of  the  fun,  that 
it  feemed  rather  to  eclipfe  than,  to  borrow  his 
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fplendor.  His  helmet,  r#fembling  thofe  me¬ 
teors  which  fhine  in  the  firmament,  appeared 
one  blaze  of  fire ;  the  blade  of  his  fcymetar 
gleamed  at  a  diffanc'c  r  nor  did  gold  or  dia¬ 
monds  fet  off  any  part  of  his  armour  ;  all  its 
luftre  was  owing  to  its  fimplicity,  and  the 
warriour’s  care. 

While  the  It  ranger  was  taking  coffee,  Sala- 
mis  was  folicitous  to  learn  from  himfelf  the 
motives  which  had  drawn  him  to  his  camp. 

**  Powerful  and  renowned  Emir  !”  replied 
the  Knight,  “  I  am  a  Parthian  by  defeent,  but 
born  in  the  heart  of  India.  I  loved  glory  from 
my  infancy,  and  courted  it  in  the  profelHon 
of  arms.  That  which  you  have  acquired  in  A- 
rabia  awakened  my  ambition  j  and  I  wiflied  to 
be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  man,  whofe 
fame  ferved  me  as  an  example.  When  I  had 
reached  the  firil  tribe  under  your  command,  I 
learned,  that  you  were  looking  out  for  an  in- 
ftru£tor  to  aflift  the  progtefs  of  the  young  Ha¬ 
bib  ;  and  although  under  fuch  a  father  as  Sa¬ 
lami?,  he  muff  learn  every  thing,  yet  as  it 
might  be  neceffary  to  follow  him  more  nearly 
in  all  his  exercifes,  I  flattered  myfslf  my  fer- 
vices  might  be  ufeful,  and  I  come  to  make 
you  an  offer  of  them.” 

“  Knight  !”  replied  the  Emir,  “  I  am  af¬ 
fected  with  your  conduct,  and  the  loyalty  of 
your  difpofition  determines  me.  But  as  my 

ion 


a8  6 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


fon  mud  one  day  be  "able  to  command  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  my  empire,  which  I  conquered  by 
my  valour,  the  man  who  is  not  able  to  fhew 
himfelf  my  fuperior  in  combat,  cannot  pretend 
to  be  his  in  inftru&ion.  Letrus  therefore  make 
a  trial  of  our  ftrcngth,  and  in  good  earned  dif- 
pute  the  victory.  Whoever  conquers  me  is 
the  man  to  whom  I  will  entruft  my  fon.” 
— “  It  is  an  honour  worthy  of  the  ambition 
of  the  mod  illudrious  warriours !”  replied  the 
ftranger.  I  accept  the  challenge  of  the  great 
Salamis,  and  will  not  be  aihamed  to  eonfefs, 
that  I  was  overcome  by  him,  who  never  yet 
was  conquered.” 

The  miniders  who  witnefled  this  challenge, 
wiflied  to  difluade  Salamis  from  fighting  ;  and 
reprefented  to  him,  that  he  was  in  the  wrong 
to  enter  into  competition  with  one  whofe  rank 
and  birth  were  unknown.  “  Of  what  confe- 
quence  are  rank  and  birth  ?”  replied  the  Emir ; 
“  I  am  in  fearch  of  a  warriour,  not  a  King.  If 
this  Knight  is  blinded  by  prefutnption,  I  can¬ 
not  be  expofed ;  if  his  courage  is  equal  to  his 
r.oble  confidence,  neither  of  us  will  be  fo,  and 
I  fhall  have  entered  the  lids  with  my  equal.” 
Then  turning  towards  the  dranger,  he  begged 
of  him  to  take  fome  repofe,  and  to  let  his 
horfe  recover  breath.  “  I  wifh  not,”  fays  he, 
“  to  engage  you  under  any  difadvantage  ;  and 
although  I  wifh  to  try  my  drength  with  you, 
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I  do  not  mean  to  deny  you  my  efteem,  but 
rather  to  put  you  in  the  way  of  gaining  it  by 
vi&ory.  After  to*  morrow  we  will  repair  to 
the  field.” 

Habib  conduced  the  ftranger  into  a  tent, 
that  had  been  prepared  for  him.  And  the 
latter,  affe&ed  with  the  kindnefs  and  attention 
that  were  flievvn  to  him,  and  looking  tenderly 
at  Habib,  faid,  “  The  young  vine,  loaded  with 
fruit,  rtquefts  the  traveller,  as  he  pafles,  to  fup- 
port  it  !  Promifing,  that  if  the  grape  ihall 
come  to  maturity,  he  will  make  a  voluntary 
offer  of  it  to  the  traveller.” 

After  this,  they  faiuted  each  other,  and 
Habib  retired  to  his  father’s  tent.  As  foon  as 
day  appeared,  he  again  haflened  to  the  ftran¬ 
ger,  who  began  to  fill  the  place  which  Ilfakis 
had  held  in  his  heart.  He  found  him  bufy  po¬ 
licing  his  armour,  and  examining  the  furni¬ 
ture  of  his  fteed.  “  What!  yourfelf?”  faid 
the  young  Sultan  to  him. — 44  Yes,  Prince ! 
When  one  is  jealous  of  his  glory,  one  ought 
not  to  negleft  the  molt  trifling  circumftanc6 
that  can  contribute  to  it.  A  true  Knight  has 
no  mirror  but  his  armour.” 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fand  was  prepared,  on 
which  Salamis  and  the  ftranger  were  to  enter 
the  lifts  ;  the  warlike  trumpets  founded  the 
fummons,  and  an  innumerable  crowd  of  fpec- 
tators  furrounded  the  railing.  At  length,  the 
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combatants  appeared,  and  each  to  fo  great  ad* 
vantage,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  determine 
in  whofe  favour  vi&ory  would  declare.  Their 
fpears  were  of  equal  weight ;  the  fize  and  vi¬ 
gour  of  their  horfes  equal.  They  darted  like 
lightning  againlt  each  other;  but  in  fpite  of 
this  firft  ihock,  the  Knights  remained  immove¬ 
able  on  their  heeds,  while  their  fpears  were 
ftiivered  into  fplinters.  Salamis,  who  had  ne¬ 
ver  till  then  met  with  fuch  refiftance,  was 
aftonifhed  to  find,  that  he  had  aimed  fuch  a 
furious  ftroke  in  vain ;  and  his  antagonift,  for 
different  reafons,  which  at  prefent  we  have  not 
time  to  explain,  was  alfo  very  much  furptifed. 
The  Emir  made  a  fignal  to  his  adverfary  for 
a  parley :  the  ftranger  ftopt,  alighted  from  his 
horfe,  and  came  to  him. 

“  Valiant  Knight  !”  faid  the  Emir,  “  I  have 
now  had  a  linking  proof  of  your  talents,  from 
which  I  hope,  that,  fcymetar  in  hand,  I  fhall 
to-morrow find  in  you  a  rival  worthy  of  me.” 
— “  Great  Prince  !”  replied  the  ftranger ; 
“  hitherto  I  have  been  invincible,  and  have 
now  learned,  to  my  great  aftonifhment,  that 
the  arm  of  man  can  oppofe  me ;  I  am  too  fen- 
fible  of  the  honour  you  confer  on  me  to  refufe 
the  challenge  you  propofe.”  After  this,  the  two 
warriours  took  each  other  by  the  hand,  and  fe- 
parated,in*ordertoftripofF their  armour.  Habib 
went  to  his  father’s  tent,  to  difchargethe  duty 
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which  filial  affeaion  required  of  him  in  fuch  a 
•fituation,  and  then  giving  way  to  fentiments 
of  friendihip,  he  haltily  returned  to  that  of  the 
itranger,  whom  his  fervants  were  allifling  in 
putting  off  his  armour.  “  At  length,”  faid 
Habib  to  him,  “  you  do  not  difdain  to  employ 
others  in  your  fervice.”-— “  No,  my  amiable 
Sultan  !  I  am  going  to  tell  you  a  fable,  whofe 
meaning  1  apply  only  to  my  own  profeffion, 
which  is  the  firft  in  the  world.  When  the 
fun  rifes,  he  himfelf  fcatters  the  rays  that  fur- 
round  him ;  but  when  he  fets,  he  leaves  to  the 
w  aves  of  the  fea  the  care  of  extinguifhing 
them.” 

“  I  wiM  anfwer  you  by  another  apologue,” 
faid  Habib,  “  or  rather  by  a  truth,  with  which 
you  have  itruck  me. 

“  The  hero  who,  unmoved,  hath  fuftained 
the  enormous  weight  of  nty  father’s  fpear,  hath 
dazzled  my  eyes  by  his  fplendor  ;  and  who  ftill 
fhines  wTith  fo  much  brilliancy,  can  never  be 
cxtinguifhed.” 

“  An  unfledged  eaglet,”  replied  the  ftran- 
ger,  “  for  the  firit  time,  opened  its  eyes,  and, 
looking  at  a  glow-worm  on  the  neighbouring 
foliage,  was  dazzled  with  its  Alining.  The 
Prince  of  birds  did  not  doubt  then,  but  it 
would'one  day  look  fteadily  on  the  fun.” 

“  Without  doubt,”  faid  Habib,  “  the  phoe¬ 
nix  who  fpeaks  to  me  is  newly  fprung  from 
Vol.  III.  B  b  his 
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his  allies,  and  does  not  as  yet  know  his  ad¬ 
vantages.” — “  I  have  none  over  you,  charming 
Habib  !”  faid  he,  as  he  embraced  him,  “  but 
in  my  affe&ion  for  you.” — “  Could  I  open 
my  heart  to  you,”  faid  Habib,  “  you  would 
confefs  yourfelf  conquered.  But  my  father 
mull  not  be  deprived  fo  long  of  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  you  ;  I  know  he  loves  heroes,  and 
you  are  one,  although  you  have  not  faid  fo.” 
— It  is  poffible,”  replied  the  ftranger,  “  that 
at  fome  future  period,  one  of  us  may  become 
a  hero  ;  but  at  prefent  I  fee  none  here.”  In 
this  manner  did  they  converfe,  as  they  walked 
hand  in  hand  to  the  tent  of  Salamis.  The  E- 
mir  obferved,  with  pleafure,  their  mutual  at¬ 
tachment,  which  he  was  determined  to  ftrength- 
en. 

As  foon  as  Salamis  fawthe  ftranger  Knight, 
he  addrefled  him  with  marks  of  the  higheft 
efteem.  “  I  do  not  think,”  faid  he,  “  that  a- 
•ny  trial  will  difturb  you  5  and  it  was  not  with 
a  view  to  eftablilh  my  own  opinion,  that  I  re¬ 
quired  a  proof  of  your  courage  and  ftrength. 
I  command  a  warlike  nation,  who  are  jealous 
of  glory,  and  am  unwilling  they  ftiould  enter¬ 
tain  any  doubt,  refpecling  the  diftinguilhed 
merit  of  one,  who,  it  muft  be  confefled,  is  fu- 
^icrior  to  them.  I  will  carry  my  delicacy  fo 
far,  (and  you  will  take  it  in  good  part)  as  to 
•Open  the  lifts  Jto  any  one,  who  may  think  fit 
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to  difpute  your  triumph,  when  you  {hall  have 
finiflied  your  trial  with  me.  But  in  the  mean 
time,  let  us  enjoy  the  prefect  moment ;  to-mor¬ 
row,  even  envy  itfelf  {hall  be  conftrained  to  ad¬ 
mire  you.” 

The  next  day  beheld  the  mod  aflonilhing 
combat  the  Arabians  had  ever  witneffed.  The 
two  heroes,  oppoiing  ihield  to  fhield,  aimed 
the  mod  terrible  blows ;  but  as  they  were 
forefeen  as  foon  as  intended,  they  were  always 
warded  off  before  their  fall.  The  fhield  and 
fcymetar  were  thrown  afide,  and  the  heroes 
began  to  wreftle.  The  furious  winds  attempt 
in  vain  to  fhake  the  cedars  of  Lebanon :  the 
earth  may  tremble  under  them,  but  no  effort 
can  tear  up  their  roots. 

The  Emir  Sffamis  thought  it  improper  to 
keep  up  any  longer  the  adonifhment  of  the 
fpe&ators  ;  more  delighted  with  having  found 
an  equal,  than  he  would  have  been  with  vifto- 
ry.  “  Let  us  (lop  for  a  little,  valiant  Knight !” 
faid  he,  “  every  moment  my  furprife  is  encreaf- 
ed  :  never  before  have  1  found  a  perfon  who 
could  with  {land  me :  but  I  was  alw  ays  lefs 
proud  of  my  triumph,  than  affe&ed  with  the 
wcakwefs  of  our  nature,  when  compared  with 
the  fuperiority  of  fome  other  animals.  My 
prejudice  is  now  removed,  and  I  value  the 
lion’s  ftrength  lefs,  lince  the  proof  I  have  had 
of  yours  ;  let  us  refrefh  ourfelves  after  this  fa- 
B  b  z  tiguing 
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tigumg  exercife,  and  our  fteeds.feeing  faddled,. 
let  us  carry  on  the  combat  with  the  javelin.” 

This  new  mode  of  fighting  was  a  new  tri¬ 
umph  to  the  two  combatants.  Every  expe¬ 
dient  which  addrcfs,  or  ftratagem,  or  ftreugth,. 
could  furnifti,  were  difplayed  on  this  occafion. 
At  length,  the  Emir  began  to  lofe  the  advan¬ 
tage  ;  the  youth  of  his  adverfary  was  an  obfta- 
cle  which  his  valour  could  not  furmcunt ;  and 
being  befides  convinced,  that  the  ftranger  pof- 
feffed,  in  a  very  high  degree,  every  quality 
necelfary  to  the  office  for  which  he  intended: 
him,  he  prudently  put  an  end  to  the  combat 
and  having  made  a  fignal  to  the  ftranger,  they 
Ihook  hands,  and  returned  to  the  camp. 

“  Knight !”  faid  Salamis,  “  my  fon  will, 
find  in  you  a  fecond  father.  You  know  how 
much  your  ftrength  has  been  encreafed  by 
conftant  exercife,  and  what  labour  it  has  coft 
you  to  add  fo  much  dexterity  to  your  native 
force.  You  know^that,  in  order  to  be  always 
cook  we  niuft  be  accuftomed  to  danger.  I 
commit  to  you  the  foie  objeft  of  my  hope  \ 
teach  him  true  glory,  and  the  fteps  by  which 
a  warriour  muft  reach  it.” 

The  wifties  and  inclination  of  the  young. 
Habib  had  long  fince  prevented  his  father’s 
intentions  ;  and  with  tranfport  did  he  follow 
the  fteps  of  his  new  mafter.  “  At  length,” 
faid  he,  “  I  will  profit  by  your  leflbns  ;  I  muft 
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imitate  m y  father  and  you :  may  I  not  flop  far 
ftiort  of  my  patterns  !” 

“We  will  divide  our  labours,  my  dear  Ha¬ 
bib,”  faid  Il’Haboul,  (for  this  was  the  name 
of  the  Indian  Knight)  ^  “  the  day  fhall  be  em¬ 
ployed,  in  rendering  you  perfect  in  that  art, 
by  which  you  muft  become  as  ftrong,  and  as 
expert,  as  you  are  brave.  In  the  evening, 
we  will  difcourfe  of  thofe  qualities,  which  you 
'muft  poffefs,  in  order  to  command  the  moft  in¬ 
dependent  people  on  earth  ;  who  always  fa- 
erifice  luxury  to  freedom,  and  whofe  idol  is 
courage,  under  the  guidance  of  wifdom.  It  is 
by  thefe  titles,  that  the  Emir,  your  father, 
rules  over  fixty-fix  tribes  ;  and  if  you  would 
inherit  his  power,  you  muft  alfo  appropriate 
his  virtues.” 

Such  was  the  plan  on  which  Il’Haboul  con¬ 
ducted  the  education  of  Habib,  and  it  foon 
produced  the  moft  happy  effects.  The  Emir 
Salamis,  was  engaged  in  a  war,  in  which  the 
young  Sultan  difplayed  prodigies  of  valour  * 
Entrufted  with  a  difficult  command,  he  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  his  prudence  and  firmnefs  ; 
and  when  called  to  affift  in  his  father’s  coun- 
fels,  he  aftonifhed  the  minifters  by  the  wifdom 
of  his  advice. 

The  work  of  Il’Haboul  was  now  finiffed ;  he 
was  forced,  by  an  abff lute  neceffity,  to  leave  his 
pupil,  and  it  became  neceffary  he  fhould  know 
B  b  3  this  : 
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this  t  “  My  Ton,”  faid  he,  “I  mud  leave  you 
fuperior  orders  call  me  into  another  country.1* 
— “  What !  will  you  abandon  me  ?”  replied 
Habib.  “  I  am  no  longer  necedary  to  you 
here  ;  belides,  I  mull  obey  the  call  of  delliny.” 
— “  How  unhappy  am  I  !”  replied  the  young 
pupil.  “  Death  deprived  me  of  Ilfakis,  my  firll 
mailer,  whofe  lofs  I  have  not  yet  forgotten 
and  cruel  orders  are  about  to  feparate  me  from 
you  !  But  lhall  it  be  for  ever  ?  M nil  I  not  know 
the  reafon  of  it  ?  And  could  my  father  not  al¬ 
ter  your  refolution  ?” — “  No  human  power 
can  be  of  any  avail  in  this  cafe,”  faid  IPHa- 
boul ;  “  but  I  hope  we  ftiall  fee*  one  another  a- 
gain.  In  the  mean  time,  my  dear  Habib,  I 
can  in  fome  degree  aflwage  your  grief :  he 
who  was  beloved  by  you,  under  the  name  of 
Ilfakis,  is  not  dead,  but  Hill  watches  over  you.” 
“How?”  replied  Habib.  “  I  my  felf  attend¬ 
ed  his  funeral,  and  have  wept  over  his 
grave.” 

“  My  fon,”  faid  Il’Haboul,  “  the  hidory  of 
the  death  you  mean  is  conne&ed  with  many 
others,  in  which  you  are  interelled,  perhaps, 
even  with  your  own  and  mine.  Lillen  to  the 
recital  I  am  going  to  give ;  recollect  your  Nati¬ 
vity,  and  you  will  no  more  be  furprifed  at  what 
I  lhall  tell  you.  Know  then,  that  he  who  loves, 
and  now  fpeaks  to  you,  is  not  of  human  na¬ 
ture, 
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Cure,  but  a  genie,  commiflioned  to  guide  your 
firft  fteps  towards  your  high  deftiny.” 


Hi/lory  of  Illaloufatrou ,  of  King  Schal-  Goafer 
and  Camarilxaman . 

Yo  ir  well  know,  my  dear  Prince,  that  among 
the  genies  of  the  race  ofEblis,  fome  have  bent 
the  knee  to  the  Great  Solomon.  Illaboufatrou 
was  one  of  the  firft  of  them  :  I  am  of  this  race, 
and  have  followed  the  fame  party.  I  am  what, 
among  people  of  my  kind,  is  called  a  Cadi,  by 
the  favour  of  God  and  of  Solomon  !  In  order 
to  avoid  the  refentmenL  and  vengeance  of  the 
party  we  left,  and  to  perfuade  the  Prophet,  to 
whpm  we  were  fubjeft,  to  eafe  the  yoke  which 
was  impofed  upon  us,  we  made  an  alliance  with 
the  children  of  Adam,  and  by  means  of  this  we 
enjoy  terreftrial  pleafures- 

Illaboufatrou  had  had,  by  a  mortal  wife,  a 
moll  beautiful  daughter,  named  Camarilza- 
man,  whofe  repofe  and  happinefs  he  was  anxi¬ 
ous  to  fecure,  by  marrying  her  to  one  of  the  il- 
luftrious  Sovereigns  of  the  earth. 

At  that  time,  Schal-Goafe,  a  powerful  Mo¬ 
narch,  reigned  over  the  ifles  which  lie  in  the 
middle  of  feven  feas,  at  the  extremity  of  the 
Eaft. 
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To  this  King,  Illaboufatrou  appeared  m.thr 
fhape  of  an  old  man,  and  propofed  an  alliance,, 
of  which  the  beautiful  Camarilzaman  {hould 
be  the  pledge.  The  Monarch,  upon  feeing, 
this  lady,  was  enamoured  of  her,  and  ioon  af^ 
ter  married  her. 

A  great  party  of  the  genies,  who  were  fub- 
jeft  toTllaboufatrou,,  took  up  their*refidence  in 
the  dominions  of  Schal-Goafe.  The  adjacent  feas 
alfo  were  peopled  with  them;  and  in  no  pla«c 
under  heaven  did  the  genies  and  the  children  of 
men  live  fo  harmoniously  together.  This  happi- 
nefs  was  greatly  encreafed,  by  the  birth  of  the 
charming  Dotathil-Goafe,  the  firft  fruit  of 
the  marriage  of  Schal-Goafe  and  Camarilza- 
man. 

Did  the  gifts  of  heaven  always  fecure  pro- 
fperity,  the  happinefs  of  this  amiable  Princefs 
muft  hare  been  complete.  She  feemed  to  en- 
liguten  the  cradle  which  firft  received  her  ;  and 
every  fucceeding  day  beheld  fome  new  accom- 
pliftiment  unfold  But  when  her  father 
confulted  the  ftars  refpe&ing  her  deftiny,  the 
fame  diforder,  which  appeared  in  the  planetary 
fyftem  at  your  birth,  appeared  alfo  at  hers  ;  and 
with  fo  ftriking  a  refemblance,  as  to  ftiew  that 
yoti  was  that  Arabian  Prince,  fprung  from  the 
tribe  moft  beloved  by  the  great  Prophet,  to 
vrhom,  after  being  both  expofed  to  the  greateft 
dangers,  Ihe  was  at  laft  deftined  by  fate,  and 

that 


>  ARABIAN  TALES.  297 

that  this  union  alone  could  fecure  her  and  jour 
tranquillity,  happinefs,  and  fortune. 

From  that  moment  I  was  entrufled  by  Ilia— 
boufatrou  with  the  care  of  jour  education,  but 
was  prevented  from  coining  to  you  by  the  or¬ 
ders  of  Solomon.  Nor  could  I  obtain  his  pcr- 
miflion,  untill  your  advancing  years  required 
the  attention  and  inftru&ions  of  a  mafler.  II- 
fakis,  on  whom  the  Emir  had  vainly  cad  liis 
eye,  lay  at  the  point  of  deith.  I  drew  near  to 
him,  and  feizing  the  moment,  when  the  angel 
of  death  carried  cfF  his  foul,  I  fubflituted  my 
fpirit  in  the  room  of  his  *  then,  by  means  of  a 
ftrong  elixir,  I  revived  the  body,  of  which  I 
took  pofleffion  j  and  it  is  to  this  firft  miracle 
you  were  indebted  for  a  governor. 

When  I  found  it  was  time  to  engage  you  in 
other  labours,  I  carried  back  the  body  of  Ufa- 
kis  to  his  tent ;  and  it  being  again  fubje&ed  to 
the  law  of  mortality,  which  had  been  fufpend- 
ed,  it  foon  fell  into  difTolution. 

I  then  employed  my  attention  in  feeking  for 
you  a  valiant  Knight,  and  found  one,  who  was 
expiring  on  the  field  of  battle,  which  lay  fcat- 
tereef  with  the  bodies  of  heroes  he  had  fiain. 
I  took  pofleffion  of  his  body,  flopped  the  blood 
which  flowed  from  his  wounds,  and  having 
healed  them,  with  a  balm  of  more  fovereign 
virtue  than  that  of  Mecca,  I  reftored  to  it  its 
original  vigour,  armed  it  withafeymetar,  which 
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Solomon  had  once  carried,  and  you  now  fee 
before  you  this  Knight.  It  ^ras  under  this 
form  I  appeared  to  the  Emir  Salamis,  when  I 
aiked  of  you  a  ihare  of  the  favours  of  the 
daughter  of  Hyemen,  and  you  became  my 
pupil. 

“  My  dear  Habib,  under  both  theie  forms 
you  have  entertained  a  tender  friendlhip  for 
me,  and  your  heart  has  not  deceived  you  ;  for 
never  did  a  being  of  my  nature  conceive  fa 
fond  an  attachment  to  a  fon  of  Adam,  as  that 
which  I  feel  towards  you.  Banifli,  thereforer 
all  diftruft  ;  recall  the  leflons  I  gave  you  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Ilfakis.  I  inftru&ed  you  in? 
the  knowledge  and  ufe  of  the  talifman  ;  but  I 
muft  now  put  you  on  your  guard  againft  the 
fpirits  who  might  bring  you  into  fubje&ion. 
The  race  of  Eblis  is,  in  general,  very  wicked, 
and  very  corrupted  ;  happy  is  he  amongft  usr 
on  whom  the  great  Solomon  hath  fet  his  mark. 
The  reft  are  entirely  fet  upon  our  ruin  and 
yours.  For  this  reafon  they  perfecute  the 
beautiful  Dorathil-Goafe,  who,  being  the 
daughter  of  a  man  and  a  genie,  might  refeue 
them  from  the  curfe  under  which  they  lie.  And 
hence  alfo  you  are  already  the  object  of  their 
fufpicion,  as  the  hero  deftined  by  fate  to  a- 
venge  iJorathil.  Goafe  of  their  attempts  and 
treachery. 
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By  the  death  of  her  father,  this  Princefs  i* 
now  become  Sovereign.  Illaboufatrou,  her 
grandfather,  hath  given  'her  the  moil  expert 
genies  to  fill  the  office  of  Viziers  ;  yet  the  iiland 
in  which  her  capital  is  fituated  is  the  only  part 
of  her  dominions  that  enjoys  tranquillity  ;  the 
other  fix,  and  the  feven  feas,  being  all  either  in 
rebellion,  or  infeited  by  enemies.  There  re¬ 
mains  but  one  refource  for  her,  and  to  this  the 
daftinies  will  condudl'  her,  when  the  young 
Habib,  to  whom  ihe  has  already  bellowed  her 
heart,  ihall  arrive  in  her  kingdom,  and  deliver 
her  from  her  enemies. 

During  this  account  of  Il’Haboul,  the  young 
Sultan  Hood  without  moving  his  eyes,  or  breath¬ 
ing,  and  palling  alternately  from' hope  to  fear, 
from  furprife  to  furprife,  and  from  wonder  to 
wonder.  Emotions,  till  then  unknown,  agitat¬ 
ed  at  once  his  underllanding  and  his  heart. 
Called  by  delliny  to  the  dominion  of  feven  feas, 
and  to  receive  the  hand  of  a  Princefs,  whofe  hap- 
pinefs  depended  on  him  alone,  he  felt  an  enaction,'* 
which  he  could  not  fupprefs.  He  already  burned 
to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  dangers  which  threat¬ 
ened  him  ;  and  was  fpured  on  to  the  enter prife, 
by  the  hope  of  a  double  crown,  the  fire  of  love, 
and  his  thirll  for  glory. 

“  Beloved  and  powerful  genie,”  laid  he  to 
his  prote&or,  “what  road  mull  I  take?  Before  . 
you  leave  me,  vouchfafe  to  point  out  the  moll 
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efficacious  means  of  affifting  her,  who  experts 
•every  thing  from  my  valour.  The  facrifice  of 
my  repofe  and  life  are  but  trifles,  compared 
with  my  juftifying  the  fecret  partiality  Ihe  has 
jconceived  for  me,  and  the  decrees  of  fate,  by 
whofe  will  we  are  to  be  united.,’ 

“  By  this  tranfportof  glory,”  replied  Il’Ha- 
*boul,  “  1  recognize  my  pupil,  and  the  fon  of 
the  illuflrious  Emir  SalamisJ  But  forget  not, 
my  dear  Habib,  that  the  genies,  your  rivals 
withDorathil-Goafe,  and  your  avowed  enemies, 
will  exert  themfelves  againft  you,  and  lead  on 
to  rebellion  corrupted  men,  who  although  they 
•are  not  confcious  of  it,  are  yet  under  their  com¬ 
mand  ;  the  animals,  the  elements,  and  all  nature 
will  confpire  to  carry  on  their  abominable 
plots.” — “  God  and  my  courage  will  not  for- 
fake  me,”  faid  Habib  j  “  and  you  yourfelf  will 
affifl:  me.” — “  Ah  !”  refumed  the  genie,  “were 
I  not  obliged  to  reflore  to  the  earth,  the  mor¬ 
tal  remains  of  the  Indian  Knight,  I  could  in¬ 
deed  be  of  very  great  fervice  to  you  ;  but  I  am 
fubjedted  to  a  rigorous  law,  which  I  cannot 
evade.  Perfill  boldly  in  your  noble  defigns  ! 
But  do  not  expedt  me  to  point  out  at  prefent, 
the.  road  which  you  ought  t#  purfue.  The 
whole  extent  of  the  earth  feparates  you  from 
your  lover  ;  but  the  orders  of  fate  can  open  a 
paflage  for  you  into  her  dominions,  which 

the 
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the  malice  of  her  enemies  renders  inacccf- 
fible. 

“  You  once  told  me,  my  dear  Il’Haboul,  that  z 
brave  man  could  over-rule  the  fates.” — “  You 
may  take  defperate  refolutions,  when  no  other 
remain  to  be  chofen,  but  wait  till  fome  event 
ihall  inform  you  of  what  you  are  to  do  :  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  what  you  wrould  now  under- 
take  would  turn  to  your  difad  vantage.  Go  and 
attack  lions;  you  have  already  deftroyed  many 
of  them  without  my  help,  and  with  no  other 
weapon  than  your  poniard  :  In  this  manner  ac- 
cuftom  yourfclf  to  dangers,  that  you  may  bo 
prepared  before  hand  for  thofe  wrhich  await 
you.  Adieu  !  my  dear  Habib  !  I  will  not  re¬ 
turn  to  the  camp  of  Salamis.  I  muft  avoid  all 
explanation  with  him ;  and  though  he  Ihould 
learn  from  you  who  I  was,  and  what  I  am, 
yet  all  the  world  befides  muft  remain  ignorant 
of  it.  I  have  not  always  been  the  friend  of 
men,  but  you  have  reconciled  me  to  them,  and 
may  depend  upon  my  attachment.  Em¬ 
brace  me,  my  dear  Habib.”  At  thefe  words 
he  mounted  his  fteed,  and  departed. 

As  foon  as  he  was  out  of  the  view  of  the 
young  Sultan,  he  entered  the  defert,  and  flop¬ 
ped  at  the  foot  of  a  little  hill.  He  there  quit¬ 
ted  his  horfe,  and  having  dug  a  deep  ditch, 
depofited  the  earthly  body  in  which  he  was 
clothed ;  and  being  now  freed  from  every 
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mortal  incumbrance,  and  availing  himfelf  of 
the  two  days  which  were  ftill  allowed  him  by 
the  orders  of  Solomon,  he  quickly  tranfported 
himfelf  to  the  dominions  of  Dorathil-Goafe. 

A  dark  batallion  defended  the  frontiers. 
But  he  was  informed  by  a  fpirit  who  had  de- 
ferted,  that  the  White,  the  Yellow,  the  Green, 
the  Red,  and  the  Blue  Iflands,  had  all  been  fub- 
dued  by  the  rebel  genie  Abarikaf,  who  poffef- 
(ing  at  firft  only  the  Black  Ifland,  had  made 
himfelf  mailer  of  all  the  reft,  and  of  the  inter¬ 
jacent  feas.  * 

The  Princefs,  ftiut  up  in  Medinazilbalor*, 
her  capital,  polfelTed  only  the  country  in  which 
it  was  fituated.  It  was  all  that  the  prote&ion 
of  Illaboufotrou  her  grand-father,  and  her 
Viziers  the  genies,  had  been  able  to  fave  from 
the  attacks  of  the  rebel,  who  had  aflfembled 
from  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  a  legion  of  revolt¬ 
ed  fpirits.  Thefe  fix  iflands,  now  under  the 
power  of  wicked  fpirits,  were  governed  by 
chiefs  ftill  more  wicked  and  tyrannical ;  the 
people  became  the  viflims  of  their  vices,  and 
the  perpetual  fport  of  their  dark  enchant¬ 
ments.  In  vain  did  Dorathil-Goafe  call  upon 
the  deliverer  whom  the  fates  had  foretold  : 
every  avenue  was  guarded,  and  her  abode  was 

inacceflible 
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inacceffiblc  to  mortals.  All  nature  appeared 
to  be  in  fubjeCtion  to  thefe  malevolent  genies. 

Il’Haboul  fecretly  lamented  the  dangerous  ob- 
ftacles  which  oppofed  the  bravery  of  his  pupil  i 
but  reduced  now  to  inactivity  and  filence,  he 
impatiently  longed  for  the  moment,  in  which 
his  protection  was  to  become  neceflary.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  returned  to  the  duties  of  his  or¬ 
dinary  fituation,  and  watched  over  events. 

Mean  while,  Habib,  after  the  departure  of 
his  preceptor,  had  battened  to  S  damis  and 
Amirala,  and  informed  them  of  the  aftonilhing 
circumft  airces  he  had  juft  learned.  The  fire 
of  his  looks,  the  faultering  of  his  voice,  and 
his  unconnected  difeourfe,  painted  at  once  the 
dangers  and  the  charms  of  DorathiLGoafe, 
his  difficulties,  and  his  hopes.  “  On  me  alone 
fhe  mutt  depend,”  would  he  fay,  with  a  noble 
afTurance.  “  I  mutt  reft  no  more,  until  I  have 
fether  at  liberty.  The  moments  are  precious, 
and  none  car*  point  cut  the  road  that  will  con¬ 
duct  me  to  her ! — What  is  to  be  done  in  fuch 
a  dreadful  uncertainty  !” 

Ilis  parer ti  obferved  that  his  extraordinary 
paffion  was  not  fo  much  the  effeCt  of  a  fympathy 
of  foul,  as  of  the  p'ower  of  the  ftars,  which 
they  could  not  counteract ;  and  therefore,  in- 
Itead  ofoppofing  his  refolutions,  they  contented 
thcmielves  with  pointing  out  h;3  duty,  and  recal¬ 
ling  to  his  memory  the  wife  counfels  of  his  in- 
C  c  2  ftruCtcr. 
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ftru&or.  The  joung  Sultan,  as  well  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  thefe,  as  to  avoid  a  Hate  of  ina&ivit y, 
which  was  difagreeable  to  him,  left  the  tents, 
and  haftened  to  a  folitary  afylum,  whither  he 
had  often  reforted  with  Il’Haboul,  fituated  in  a 
rural  valley,  embofomed  in  the  mountains  near 
the  camp  of  Salamis. 

There,  as  an  agreeable  relaxation  from  their 
Warlike  labours,  they  had  flopped  the  current 
cf  a  little  rivulet,  by  a  bank,  and  collected  iti 
Waters  in  a  bafon,  formed  by  the  hand  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  the  trees  lent  it  a  charming  (hade,  and 
their  branches  only  left  fome  fmall  openings, 
through  which  the  eye  could  reft  with  delight, 
on  the  profpeCt  of  the  furrounding  mountains. 
Flowers  of  every  hue,  the  rareft  plants,  and  a- 
romatic  herbs,  were  profufely  fcattered  on  the 
banks  of  the  ftream,  and  the  earth,  happily  pro¬ 
tected  from  the  heat  of  the  fun,  abundantly  dif- 
played  the  riches  of  nature.  At  a  fmall  diftance 
flood  a  cottage,  or  rather  a  palace,  formed  of  the 
branches  of  trees,  covered  with  bulrufhes,  and 
hung  with  matts.  Their  fophas  were  covered 
with  the  (kins  of  wild  beads  they  had  killed  ; 
and  an  outward  row  of  perpendicular  flakes 
defended  this  remote  retreat  from  every  hof- 
tile  attack 

In  perfuading  Habib  to  prepare  this  retreat, 
Il’Haboul  taught  him  the  means  of  drawing 
amufement  from  his  own  mind.  Seated  at  the 
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door  of  this  fingular  habitation,  he  directed  his 
attention  to  the  beautiful  amphitheatre  which 
it  overlooked.  “  Are  you  not  delighted,” 
would  he  fay  to  him,  “  with  the  reflection, 
that  it  is  to  yourfelf  alone  we  are  indebted  for 
the  little  amufements  we  here  enjoy  ?  Our 
happinefs,  if  ever  it  is  complete,  -mult  depend 
upon  ourfelvCs.” 

This  retreat,  of  which  Habib  was  extremely 
fond,  was  peculiarly  fitted  to  feed  his  growing 
paflion.  He  was  fhut  up  there  to  mufe  on  the 
only  obj eft  of  his  thoughts,  and  of  the  means 
of  uniting  her  to  himfelf. 

One  day  he  was  indulging  in  thefe  pleafing 
meditations,  his  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  Almos> 
without  reading  it,  and  his  imagination  loll 
amid  thoughts  of  love  and  of  war,  when,  on  a 
fudden,  he  heard  an  uncommon  noife  in  the  air: 
he  kneeled  down,  and  gently  putting  afide  the 
branches,  which  interrupted  his  view,  he  per¬ 
ceived  a  large  fhadow  over  the  bafon ;  it  came 
from  an  objeCl  high  in  the  air,  which,  after  the 
(£hadowhad  moved  over  a  fmall  fpace  of  ground, 
alighted  on  the  brink  of  the  water.  This 
was  a  bird  of  a  black  and  white  colour,  and  of 
a  prodigious  fize,  carrying  a  pavilion  on  its 
back,  whofe  walls  feemed  to  be  of  gauze,  and 
whofe  door  and  windows  were  bordered  with, 
flowers.  C  c  3 
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The  bird  having  alighted,  the  pavilion  flew 
open,  and  there  fell  from  it  a  golden  ladder,  on 
whofe  top  was  a  figure,  fupported  by  others 
equally  remarkable  for  their  beauty.  She 
wore  on  her  head  a  tiara,  formed  of  her  own 
treffes,  and  firings  of  pearls ;  the  beauty  of  her 
complexion  might  be  compared  to  the  lilly  fet 
off  with  the  fhades  of  the  rofe.  The  fpark- 
ling  of  her  eyes,  and  the  dimples  of  her  vermi¬ 
lion  lips,  feemed  alternately  to  animate  the 
graces  of  her  fmile,  or  the-  fire  of  her  fenti- 
ment. 

When  fiie  raifed  her  eyes  to  heaven,  the  fun 
was  obfcured ;  when  file  caft  them  down  upon 
the  ground,  it  was  covered  with  flowers  ;  and 
when  (he  fmiled,  all  nature  feemed  to  fmile  a- 
round  her.  But  how  did  Habib  feel,  when  he 
faw  her  walk,  and  perceived  that  her  every  mo¬ 
tion  was  accompanied  with  an  air  as  affe&ing 
as  it  was  majeflic.  At  length  fiie'came  towards 
the  Sultan’s  retreat,  leaning  on  the  arm  of  one 
of  her  beautiful  attendants,  and,  without  obser¬ 
ving  him,  at  the  diftance  of  two  fteps,  fat  down 
on  a  green  bank. 

She  turned  her  eyes  from  one  fide  to  the  other, 
and  fighing,  faid, — “  He  is  not  here  j  I  have 
been  deceived ;  this  is  not  the  place  of  his  a- 
bode ! — But  tliefe  fmiling  groves,  the  fweet 
murmur  of  thefe  waters,  and  thefe  .flowers, 
which  art  and  nature  cherifb,  all  here  is  his 
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work  ! — But  he  is  not  here  himfelf  1— Oh  !  ye 
green  plains  and  groves,  who  owe  your 
growth  and  beauty  to  the  care  of  my  dear  Ha¬ 
bib,  liften  tojme ;  borrow  words  to  exprefsyour 
meaning  ;  and  when  he  wanders  into  this  lovely 
folitude,  tell  my  lover,  that  the  .affe&ionate 
Dorathil-Goafe  hath  come  to  feek  her  hero  in 
the  middle  of  Arabia,  to  offer  him  her  heart 
and  a  throne,  and  thereby  fulfil  his  deftiny  ! — 
Shall  Ihe  then  be  forced  to  leave  thefe  countries, 
without  having  beheld  the  idol  of  her  foul  1” 
Thus  fpake  this  tdifconfo!ate  Princefs,  railing 
her  hands  to  her  eyes,  as  if  to  ftopjthe  ftarting 
tear.  Habib  feized  this  moment  to  throw  him¬ 
felf  at  her  feet,  and  had  bathed  them  with  his 
tears,  before  fhe  could  perceive  or  prevent 
him. 

“  Do  I  thenbehold  you  ?”  exclaimed  ihe,  call¬ 
ing  her  eyes  at  once  upon  the  picture  Ihe  al¬ 
ways  wore  in  her  bofom,  and  upon  him  who 
was  kneeling  before  her.  **  Is  it  no  more  an 
illufion  ?  My  dear  Habib  !” — ■**  Yes,  it  is  your 
lover,  your  deliverer,  O  Queen  of  my  life  !” 
replied  he,  as  he  covered  her  hand  with  kiifes. 
A  deep'filence,  the  genuine  expreflion  of  ad¬ 
miration  and  love,  then  fucceede^.  But  this  en¬ 
joyment,  as  pure  as  it  was  delightful,  lafted  but 
for  a  moment.  A  fudden  noife  was  heard,  and 
a  bird  was  feen  in  the  air,  moving  towards 
them.  All  at  once  it  changed  its  appearance, 

and 
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and  they  found  it  to  be  a  genie  in  a  human 
form,  who  advanced  towards  Dorathil-Goafe, 
“  What !  Is  It  you  Ubaracas  ?”  faid  ftie  to  him  ; 
“  what  urgent  bufinefs, has  brought  you  hither 
from  Medinazilbalor  ?” 

“  Your  whole  dominions,  Queen,  are  in 
danger  of  being  loft  by  your  abfence.  Avail¬ 
ing  himfelf  of  this  circumftance,  the  rebel  A- 
barikaf  has  attacked  the  only  ifland  which  re¬ 
mained,  and  your  grand  Vizier  is  unable  to 
oppofe  the  innumerable  foes  by  whom  your 
coafts  are  infefted.  All  the  rebel  genies  have 
now  repaired  to  the  ftandard  of  your  adversa¬ 
ry  ;  they  blacken  the  billow's  of  the  fea,  and 
its  ftiores  kre  covered  with  them  ;  the  roaring 
of  lions.,  of  fea  bulls,  and  of  the  fea  horfe, 
frighten  the  people;  and  the  found  of  the 
echoes  carry  terror  even  to  your  capital.  Haf- 
ten  to  oppofe  this  fury,  with  your  magical 
talifman,  and  avail  yourfelf  of  the  only  p?f- 
fage  which  is  open  to  you,  by  flying  through 
the  middle  region  of  the  air.’* 

At  this  account,  the  blood  boiled  in  the 
veins  of  the  young  Habib ;  fire  ftaflied  from 
his  eyes ;  hi3  ftature  appeared  to  rife  above  its , 
ordinary  height ;  and  his  deep  and  animated 
voice  fpread  terror  all  around.  “  Let  us 
march  towards  thefe  monfters,”  exclaimed  he. 
“  I  will  deftroy  them  from  the  earth  and  the 
fea,  and  will  avenge  the  caufe  of  heaven  and 
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the  Queen!” — *4  Prince!”  replied  Ilbaracas  iir 
aftonilhment,  “  had  you  the  neceffary  armoury 
you  might  fucceed  in  this  enterprife ;  but  the 
enemies  of  the  great  Solomon  cannot  be  fub- 
dued  but  by  Solomon’s  arms ;  for  thefe  you 
mnft  fearch  on  the  heights  of  Mount  Caucafus, 
and  a  thoufand  dreadful  dangers  lie  in  the 
way.”  Then  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  Queen, 
**  Let  us  depart,  Madam,  the  moments  are 
precious ;  and  a  Angle  inftant  wafted  in  ina£i- 
vity  may  make  the  guilty  Abarikaf  triumph* 
ant.” 

The  two  lovers,  after  the  moft  tender  em¬ 
braces,  took  leave  of  one  another,  with  a  cou¬ 
rageworthy  of  the  greatnefs  of  their  fouls.  Do- 
rathil-Goafe  entered  her  pavilion,  and  the  roc, 
taking  flight,  foon  difappeared.  Habib  fol¬ 
lowed  her  with  his  eye,  till  he  could  fee  her 
no  more,  and  then  indulged  himfelf  more  than 
ever  in  the  pafiion  of  love,  and  in  the  deftre  of 
‘glory. 

“  Farewell,  blefled  fountain !”  exclaimed  he, 
(t  whofe  waters  have  quenched  my  thirft,  and 
in  whofe  falutary  ftreams  I  have  often  bathed. 
Thou  canft  no  more  bring  me  relief.  A  fire 
confumcs  me  within,  which  all  thy  waters 
could  not  extinguilh. 

“  Farewell,  ye  flowery  lawns,  on  which  my 
beloved  hath  trode  j  and  if  I  am  again  to  be¬ 
hold 
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hold  you,  preferve  for  ever  the  prints  of  her 
feet! 

“  Adieu,  ye  tender  ihrubs,  who  have  lent 
your  {hades  to  my  love  !  Let  it  be  your  per¬ 
petual  boaft,  that  you  once  concealed  fo  many 
charms ! 

“  And  thou  earth,  who  haft  witneffed  my 
felicity,  farewell  !  fear  not  that  Habib  will 
ever  forget  thee  !  Compared  with  thee,  the 
palaces  of  Kings  lhall  for  ever  be  defpifed. 
Here  my  foul  firft  opened  to  happinefs,  and 
burned  with  the  fire  oflove  ! — But  here  alfo 
was  Dorathil-Goafe  moft  cruelly  tom  from 
me  ! — Yes,  I  will  brave  the  infernal  'fpirits, 
who  difpute  my  claim  to  her  !  Great  Pro¬ 
phet  !  point  out  the  road  which  conducts  to 
her!  I  will  pierce  the  heart  of  the  traitor 
Abarikaf !  And  thou,  great  Solomon!  if  I 
am  not  unworthy  to  be  the  inftrument  of  thy 
glory,  grant  me  wings,  that  I  may  flee  over 
dVTount  Caucafus  \  Covered  with  thj  buck¬ 
ler,  may  I  be  able  to  overthrow  the  enemies 
of  the  Queen  of  my  foul  !” 

After  this,  Habib  offered  up  his  prayers, 
performed  his  ablutions,  and  returned  to  his 
father’s  tent,  determined  to  fet  out  for  Mount 
Caucafus,  as  foon  as  he  Qiould  obtain  his  per- 
miflion.  It  may  eafdy  be  imagined  with  what 
warmth  he  described  to  Salamis  and  Amirala, 
the  different  circumftances  of  his  laft  adven¬ 
ture. 
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turc.  His  words  were  fo  animated,  that  they 
Teemed  fo  many  breathing  pictures.  But  what 
was  their  furprife,  when  they  heard  his  fo- 
lemn  vow,  not  to  reft  his  head  under  any  tent 
which  was  not  ere&ed  on  Mount  Caucafus. 

“  What  a  defperate  enterprife  !  my  fon,” 
faid  tjie  Emir.  “  Are  you  ignorant  that  this 
mountain  is  lituated  at  the  very  extremity  of 
the  earth,  and  that  the  road  which  conducts 
to  it  lies  through  the  mod  frightful  deferts  ? 
Man  you  may  overcome,  but  the  feverity  of 
the  climates,  with  which  you  are  unacquaint¬ 
ed,  how  will  you  be  able  to  fupport  ?  Hovr 
will  you  defend  yourfelf  again!!  the  univerfal 
famine,  which  defolates  the  immenfe  tracks  of 
country  through  \vhich  you  muft  pafs  ?  Theft 
are  enemies  which  you  cannot  vanquifh.” — 
“  Ah  !  my  father,”  replied  Habib,  “  what 
fear  can  deter  me,  when  urged  by  love,  by  glo¬ 
ry,  and  by  fate.  And  were  Tnot  under  the 
influence  of  thefc,  yet  from  the  hatred  of  ty¬ 
ranny,  which  bums  in  my  heart,  I  would  ran- 
fack  the  bowels  of  the  earth  in  fearch  of  A- 
barikaf.” 

Salamis  was  conflrained  to  yield  to  thefe 
fentiments,  which  he  himfelf  had  cherilhed  in 
iiis  fon,  and  could  make  no  reply  to  them, 
which  would  not  contradid  his  own  princi¬ 
ples.  He,  therefore,  made  choice  of  twenty 
perfons,  of  approved  courage  and  prudence, 

and 
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and  having  aflociated  them  with  his  fon,  gave 
them  a  commodious  and  light  equipage,  and 
two  camels  to  carry  their  tents  and  baggage. 

The  day  of  his  departure  being  come,  the 
parents  tore  themfelves  from  the  arms  of  their 
beloved  fon.  Affli&ing  and  melancholy  was 
the  reparation  j  and  the  feeling  Amirala,  in 
tears,  exclaimed, 

44  My  cedar,  upheld  by  the  ftrongeft  roots, 
excelled  in  beauty  the  cedars  of  Lebanon.  The 
fowls  of  heaven  built  their  nefts  among  its 
branches,  and  our  flocks  fed  under  its  {hade ; 
but  it  has  been  fuddenly  tranfplanted  into  the 
dry  fand  of  the  wildernefs. 

44  Ye  furious  winds,  attempt  not  to  (hake 
him  ;  he  was  formed  to  refill  your  rage  ! 

44  Ye  dark  clouds,  lightnings,  and  tempefts, 
preludes  of  the  thunder,  fpare  the  ilalk  mark* 
ed  with  the  feal  of  the  great  Prophet  !** 

44  It  is  enough,  my  dear  Amirala  1”  faid  Sa- 
lamis ;  41  our  fen’s  defign  is  noble,  and  he  is 
bound,  by  his  vow,  to  profecute  this  enter- 
prife.  The  lionefs  feeds  not  her  young  ones 
for  herfelf :  when  age  and  the  enemy  call  them 
to  the  combat,  (he  leads  them  forth  againft  the 
tygers.” 

At  length  the  caravan  departed.  Habib 
began  the  journey  with  a  cuirafs  of  Haoudi  *  ; 

his 

•  Haoudi.  This  is  the  heavieft,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  ftrongeft  kind  of  cuirafs. 
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his  buckler,  which  felt  light  to  him,  would 
foon  have  fatigued  the  ftrongeft  arm.  His 
fpear  was  as  ftrong  .as  a  tree,  whofe  foliage 
already  furnifhes  a  {hade  :  and  the  weight  of 
his  fcymetar  might  crufli  the  body,  which  itj 
blade  could  not  cut  afunder. 

He  felt  not  the  fatigues  of  the  journey,  as 
he  marched  to  glory  and  Dorathil-Goafe  ;  and 
the  roads  feemed  to  him  covered  with  flowers* 
Yet  Habib  was  in  the  middle  of  deferts,  expos¬ 
ed  to  every  want,  and  experiencing  the  feve- 
xity  of  hunger  and  thirll.  He  was  at  times 
accidentally  fupplied  with  wild  fruits,  and  the 
waters  of  fome  remote  fountains  ;  and  with 
lliefe  little  fupplies,  all  his  wants  were  foon 
forgotten.  But  the  warriours,  who  accompa¬ 
nied  him,  being  neither  lovers  nor  heroes,  be¬ 
gan  to  feel  themftlves  fatigued,  at  the  end  of 
two  months,  though  their  complaints  at  flrft 
were  but  flight.  By  a  fortunate  circumilance, 
Jhey  found  a  place,  which  was  inhabited  by 
fhepherds,  where  they  were  plentifully  fup¬ 
plied  with  milk,  and  had  fome  bottles  filled 
with  it.  Habib  fuppofed  this  unexpected  fup- 
ply  would  revive  their  courage,  and  remove 
their  ill  humour;  but  his  retinue,  concluding 
it  to  be  impoflible  to  reach  Mount  Caucafus, 
without  expofmg  themfelves  to  the  danger  of 
peri  filing  by  hunger,  or  fatigue,'  made  fome 
Vdv  III.  D  d  cbfervatioa* 
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obfervations  on  this  fubjeft  to  the  young  Sul¬ 
tan. 

44  I  thought,”  faid  he,  “  that  my  father  had 
given  me  men  as  my  companions,  but  you  are 
only  women  in  arms.  I  will  not  abufe  the 
weaknefs  of  your  fex.  Yet,  I  mull  obferve 
to  you,  that  you  have  already  come  too  far  to 
return  without  danger ;  but  fince  you  think 
thofe  which  I  am  to  encounter,  more  difficult 
to  overcome,  give  me  my  ffiare  of  the  trea- 
furc  with  which  you  were  entrufted  by  my 
father.  Carry  back  your  baggage  and  your 
camels. '  I  can  lie  down  and  fleep  in  the  open 
air.  It  was  not  with  a  view  to  your  affiftance 
that  I  confented  to  take  you  with  me ;  I  thought 
you  lovers  ofglofy,  and  formed  to  acquire  it ; 
and  was  anxious  to  lhare  mine  with  brothers 
and  brave  Arabians  :  thefe  titles  you  do  not 
deferve,  and  therefore  let  us  part.  Go,  return 
to  Salamis,  and  tell  him  that  you  left  his  foil 
on  the  way  to  glory,  armed  with  ftrength  and 
Courage,  under  the  prote&ion  of  the  great  Pro¬ 
phet,  and  in  full  hope  of  vi&ory  and  fuc- 
cefs. 

The  firmnefs  of  this  fpeech  aftoniffied,  but 
did  not  alter  the  companions  of  the  young  Sul¬ 
tan.  They  looked  upon  him  as  an  obftinate 
fool,  who  facrificed  every  thing  to  his  idle  fan¬ 
cies.  44  We  are  accountable  for  our  exiftence,” 
laid  they  among  themfelves,  “  to  our  wives  and 

our 
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our  children,  and  it  would  be  folly  in  us  to  fol¬ 
low  the  capricious  whim  of  a  young  man,  who 
is  feeicing  death  in  purfuit  of  this  mount  Cau- 
cafus,  which  appears  to  fly  before  us.  Our 
camels  are  quite  decayed,  and  our  armour  is 
worn,  and  we  {hall  foon  be  without  any  re- 
fource  in  the  middle  of  thefe  deferts. — Yet,” 
added  they,  “  Hr  uld  we  return  without  him 
into  Arabia,  Salamis  would  look  upon  us  as 
cowards,  who  had  abandoned  his  fon,  and  his 
vengeance  would  be  inevitable..  If  this  Habib 
would  die  here! — There  are  plenty  of  plants 
for  embalming  him  ;  we  would  put  him 
on  one  of  our  camels,  and  quietly  carry  him  to 
his  father.” 

Ingratitude  is  the  confequence  of  cowardice, 
and  leads  to  g  lilt.  Thefe  treacherous  friends 
foon  laid  their  plan  :  But  how  were  they 
to  furprife  Habib!  Conftantly  armed,  .and 
ever  ready  to  fell  his  life  dear  to  thofe  who 
might  dare  to  attack  it,  he  flept  in  the  night  un¬ 
der  his  buckler,  and  was  awaked  by  the  lead: 
ijoife  ;  nor  did  his  courage  and  activity  ever  de-# 
fert  him,  even  in  his  hours  of  repofe. 

Among  thefe  confpirators,  there  was  one 
whofe  heart  revolted  at  guilt ;  but  he  durft  not 
venture  to  difeover  his  real  fentimeats.  He 
dreaded  the  refentmentof  the  reft,  efpecially  as 
he  had  joined  in  their  complaint^  Should  he 
reveal  this  plot  to  Habib,  he  expofed  the  whole 
Dd  2  company 
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company  to  his  vengeance,  and  might  eventu¬ 
ally  be  expo  fed  himfelf :  and  fhould  the  hero 
prove  vi&orious,  he  forefaw  that  he  mull  fol¬ 
low  him  alone.  In  this  uncertainty,  he  thus 
addreffed  his  companions  :  “  Why,”  faid  he, 

“  expofe  yourfelves  to  a  dangerous  conflict? 
Habib  never  quits  his  poniard  ;  and  fuppofe 
you  fhould  be  covered  with  your  armour,  yet 
before  you  could  deprive  him  of  life,  his  hand 
would  eafily  reach  your  heart.  But  there  is  a 
lefs  dangerous,  and  a  much  more  certain  me¬ 
thod  ;  I  know  a  particular  herb,  which  grows 
in  thcfe  places,  whofe  leaf  is  covered  with  a 
white  powder,  more  powerful  in  its  operation 
than  opium.  I  will  gather  fot*e  of  thefe,  and 
as  I  have  the  particular  charge  of  preparing 
provifions  for  him  in  the  evening,  I  can  admi- 
nifterthia  foporific  at  a  proper  feafon  ;  and  then 
you  will  be  able  to  execute  your  project  with¬ 
out  danger.  If,  in  this  way  we  can  carry  on 
our  defigns,  why  fhould  we  embrue  our  hands 
in  his  blood  ?  He  never  offended  any  of  us. 
And  if  he  obliges  us  needlefsly  to  expofe  our 
lives,  to  gain  a  whimfical  end,  he  alfo  expofes 
his  OTyn.  His  difordered  mind  leads  him  on 
tb  unavoidable  death,  and  without  attempting 
his  life,  we  can  provide  for  cur  own  fafety. 
Befides,  let  us  recoiled,  that  he  is  the  fon  of  the 
valiant  Salamis,  In  whofe  dominions  our  wives 
and  our  children  fleep  in  £eace,  and  under  the 

fhadow 


ARABIAN*  TALES. 


3 l1 

{hadow  of  whofe  buckler  our  flocks  feed  in  fe- 
curity.  To  us  he  has  always  been  a  good  fa¬ 
ther,  and  there  is  not  one  here  vrho  hath  not 
fhared  of  his  fubflance,  even  in  the  laft  extre¬ 
mity.  Let  us  not  then  flam  oar  hands  with  in¬ 
nocent  blood  !  One  day  the  great  Prophet  will 
require  it  at  our  hands.  Let  us  abandon  Habib 
in  thefe  deferts ;  and  when  we  fhall  have  de¬ 
prived  him  of  his  arms,  and  every  afliflance, 
we  need  not  be  afraid  of  his  ever  reproaching 
our  ingratitude.” 

The  confpirators  yielded  to  the  advice  of 
Rabir,  and  he  undertook  the  charge  of  execu¬ 
ting  the  plan.  He  gathered  the  dangerous  poi- 
fon  from  thee  plant  with  which  he  was  ac¬ 
quainted,  and  carefully  prepared  fuch  a  quantity 
of  it  as  he  knew  would  not  occafion  death  ;  re- 
ferving  it  till  a  proper  opportunity  offered, 
which  happened  that  very  evening. 

They  arrived  in  a  plain,  whofe  excellent  paf- 
ture  was  nourifhed  by  the  refreshing  influence 
of  a  fmall  rivulet.  They  perfuaded  Habib  to 
repofe  hirafelf;  and,  more  from  prudence  than 
need  of  deep,  he  yielded  to  their  advice.  He 
retired  fecurely  under  his  tent,  took  fome  food, 
and  at  one  draught  fwallowed  the  pcifon,  which 
had  been  infufed  in  a  cup  of  milk.  The  con¬ 
fpirators  availing  themfelves  of  the  profound 
fleep  in  which  their  chief  was  buried,  haftily 
departed,  carrying  off  with  them  every  thing 
/  D  d  3  they 
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they  were  able  ;  and  leaving  nothing  to  the 
young  Habib,  fave  his  buckler,  which  was  un¬ 
der  his  head,  the  cloak  on  which  he  was  laid, 
and  the  poniard  which  was  fixed  to  his  girdle. 
Thus  did  thefe  twenty  knights,  chofenby  Sala- 
mis,  abandon  his  fon  ;  they  took  the  road  to 
Arabia,  and,  after  much  fatigue,  at  length 
beheld  the  waving  banners  of  the  Emir’s  tents. 

This  moment,  which  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  that  of  their  happinefs,  became  in 
reality  that  of  confufion,  inquietude  and  re- 
xnorfe.  “How  fhall  we  appear  before  Salamis  ?” 
faid  they  among  themfelves.  “  What  account 
fhall  we  give  of  the  lofs  of  his  fon  ?  You  Rabir, 
who  began,  and  conduced  our  project  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully^aflift  us  now  in  bringing  it  to  a 
happy  conclufion.”-— u  You  are  miftaken  con¬ 
cerning  my  views,”  replied  he.  “  I  faw  you  re* 
folved  to  facrifice  the  blood  of  Habib,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  turn  you  afide  from  your  pur- 
pofe,  by  feeming  to  encourage  you  in  it.  For 
this  alone  did  I  then  appear  to  be  an  accom¬ 
plice  with  you  j  but  at  prefent  I  am  torn  with 
remorfe,  and  by  no  means  in  a  condition  to  in¬ 
vent  a  falfehood,  which  might  conceal  our  per¬ 
fidy  ;  my  looks,  my  countenance,  my  filence, 
and  my  confufion,  would  all  ferve  to  betray  113. 
Invent  fome  flory  yourfelvts,  and  let  the  mofl 
impudent  relate  it.  I  will  not  contradict,  but 
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neither  can  Ijaflift  you.” — “Very  well,”  replied 
one  of  them,  “  I  will  undertake  this  bufinefs.” 

The  caravan  arrived  in  the  camp  of  Sala- 
mis  ;  and  the  Emir  and  Amirala  came  out  to 
meet  the  company,  eager  once  more  to  behold 
their  fon.  But  imagine  their  furprife,  when 
they  beheld  nothing  but  tears,  and  heard  no¬ 
thing  but  lighs  !  He  who  had  agreed  to  fpeak 
advanced  towards  Salamis,  and  faid, 

“  Powerful  Emir  !  We  return,  pierced  with 
grief,  at  the  afflicting  news 'which  we  bring; 
but  what  would  our  attempts  to  fmooth  the 
matter  avail  !  The  fon  whom  you  feek,  heaven 
has  torn  for  ever  from  your  hopes.  The  de- 
ferts,  through  which  we  pafled,  are  infefted  with 
venemous  ferpents,  which  lurk  under  the  fand. 
One  evening,  as  the  young  Sultan  was  about  to 
offer  up  his  prayers,  and  had  fpread  his 
mantle  on  the  ground,  in  order  to  kneel  upon 
it,  the  moment  he  had  bowed  down,  a  ferpent 
darted  at  him,  and  flung  him  in  the  face.  This 
was  followed  by  the  molt  dreadful  confequen- 
ces,  and  thefe  terminated  fatally.  We  wifned 
to  have  embalmed  his  body,  and  brought  it  back 
with  us  ;  but  the  violence  of  the  venom  had  fo 
disfigured  it,  that  we  were  under  ther  neceflity 
of  burying  it  in  the  fand,  to  avoid  the  peftilen- 
tial  infedion  with  which  we  wrere  threatened.” 
At  this  report,  the  Emir  rent  his  garments, 
tore  his  aged  locks,  and  covered  his  body  with 
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duft :  the  whole  camp  rcfoundcd  with  the  cries 
of  the  difconfolate  Amirala ;  and  the  fixty-fix 
tribes  ef  Salamis  were  overwhelmed  with  grief. 

Meanwhile,  what  hath  become  of  the  young 
Habib  ?  Hath  he  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light,  or 
hath  the  poifon’s  active  rage  deprived  the 
Queen  of  feven  feas  of  her  fweeteft  hope? 

The  fun  had  arifen  in  the  Eaff  in  all  his 
fplendor,  and  fhot  his  burning  rays  on  the  eye¬ 
lids  of  Habib,  acrofs  an  unclouded  horizon. 
The  awakened  birds  warbled  on  the  tops  of 
the  trees  which  overlhadowed  the  meadows ; 
and  the  fragrant  flowers  delighted  the  fenfe  of 
the  young  hero  ;  while  the  gentle  zephyrs  fan¬ 
ned  his  locks,  and  flied  an  agreeable  freihnefs 
over  his  cheeks.  All  nature  now  having  flia- 
ken  off  repofe,  invited  him  to  awake,  and,  as 
the  ftrength  of  the  potion  was  now  exbaufted, 
he  at  length  opened  his  eyes.  Yet  affe&ed 
with  the  ravifliing  fpe&acle  around  him,  hellill 
believed  himfelf  under  the  illufion  of  an  en¬ 
chanting  dream. 

His  miftake,  however,  was  but  momentary. 
He  arofe,  and  recovered  his  fetifes  and  recollec¬ 
tion  ;  he  endeavoured  to  find  where  he  was, 
all  was  filence  around  him ;  he  looked  abroad, 
and  beheld  nothing  but  frightful  deferts  ;  he 
then  called  on  his  companions,  his  arms,  and 
his  fteed  ;  but  all  had  difappeared.  “  O  treach¬ 
ery  I”  exclaimed  he  ;  “  mourn  unhappy  Ara¬ 
bia  ! 
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bia  !  thy  knights  are  void  of  virtue ;  and  from 
the  dread  of  labour  and  death,  they  have  fallen 
into  infamy  ! 

“  Thy  glory  is  departed,  wretched  Arabia  ! 
tear  thy  hair ;  cover  thyfelf  with  the  dufl,  and 
bathe  thyfelf  in  tears, !  Cry  and  howl,  till  th« 
tygers  and  panthers  are  difinayed,  for  the  en¬ 
ormous  crime  of  treachery  has  been  engender¬ 
ed  in  thy  bofom.  Ah  !  who  on  earth  will  be 
faithful,  fince  the  Arabian  knights  have  ceafcd 
to  be  true?  Ye  men  I  Forever  henceforth  (hall 
ye  be  defpifed,  for  the  great  Prophet  hath 
fcorned  his  own.  Ye  fertile  plains  cf  our  coun¬ 
try  !  no  more  fhall  your  feed  come  to  perfection, 
and  ye  fhall  produce  nothing  but  wild  fruits. 
Happy  flocks  of  our  valleys,  your  fruitful  dug* 
will  be  dried  up. 

“  Ye  a&ive  and  induftrious  people,  who  car¬ 
ried  plenty  wdth  you  even  to  the  barren  regions 
of  Hefebon  and  Philarioth,  who  faid  to  the  de* 
fert,  thou  ihalt  be  a  defert  no  more  !  behold  the 
colours  of  our  tents  dreaming  in  the  air  ;  tri¬ 
umph  in  your  fucceis  !  And  ye,  once  a  hap¬ 
py  people  I  come  dow  n  from  thefe  places  w  here 
you  were  pofleiled  of  every  thing ;  lay  slide 
your  armour  ;  in  vain  are  ye  loaded  with  buck¬ 
ler  and  fpears.  Prepare  yourfelves  for  flight  or 
forflavery.  The  weapons  which  you  throw,  and 
the  arrow  which  flies  from  your  bow,  are  but 
vile  reeds,  fince  the  honour  of  Arabia  is  gone  ! 

•  Stretch 
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Stretch  out  your  hands  to  receive  your  chains  f 
The  people  that  were  not  virtuous,  never  yet 
were  free. 

“  Infult  no  more  over  the  effeminacy  of 
Egypt.  or  the  Syrian,  who,  in  quell  of  riches, 
commits  himfelf  to  the  inconllancy  of  the 
waves :  remember  that  you  have  now  no  de¬ 
fence. 

“  O  Sahmis  !  O  my  father  !  when  thou  fhalt 
require  of  thefe  cowards  the  treafure  thou 
entrulledfl  to  them,  and  with  thy  awful  voice 
fhalt  fay,  “  Where  is  my  fon  .<*” — “  Ah  !  how 
Iball  they  be  filled  with  difmay  !  Too  late  will 
the  bowels  of  the  earth  open  to  devour  them. 
Return  not,  cowards,  into  Arabia  !  Nor,  with 
your  hated  prefence,  afflidt  thofe  whom  you  will 
dilhonour.  Following  me,  you  were  afraid  of 
labour,  of  famme,  And  of  death  :  May  labour, 
and  famine,  and  death  purfue  you,  from  defert 
to  defert ! 

“  Star  which  prefided  at  the  birth  of  Habib, 
through  a  thoufand  dangers  you  call  him  to 
high  fates,  now  behold  him  !  prefent  dangers 
he  dtfpifes,  and  hallens  to  meet  others.  Thu3 
may  your  influence  brave  every  obltacle,  and 
fupport  him  in  his  couffe  ! 

“  Protestor  of  Muffulmen  !  fall  at  his  feet.” 

With  thefe  words  Habib  kneeled  down  at 
the  fide  of  the  fountain,  and  performed  his  ab¬ 
lution,  and  offered  up  his  prayers  to  God  and 
his  great  Prophet,  certainly  with  more  fervour, 

and 
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and  with  as  much  tranquillity,  as  if  he  had  been 
under  his  father’s  tent. 

He  dire&ed  his  eyes  towards  the  ftar  of  the 
North,  which  was  henceforward  to  become  his 
guide;  and  perceived  a  high  and  fteep  hill, 
which  he  determined  to  climb.  N  ar  him  he 
faw  his  cloak  and  his  fhield.  “  Precious  gifts 
of  heaven  !’*  excl  timed  he,  “  you  have  been 
faved  from  the  hands  of  perfidy,  and  ih  di  be 
my  bulwark  and  defence  !  He  like  wife  found  his 
poinard  in  his  girdle. — “  Fear  nothing,  my 
dear  Doratliil  Goa;'e,”  added  he  ;  “  your  knight 
is  no  longer  lifarmed  ;  he  lias  ft. 11  weapons  left 
to  avenge  you  of  your  foes.” 

Before  he  departed,  he  provided  himfelf  with 
fome  wild  plants,  with  which  11‘Haboul  had  made 
him  acquainted,  and  whofe  roots  might  ferve 
him  for  nourifhment.  He  at  length  b  gan  his 
journey,  and  travelled  with  much  L  fs  anxiety 
than  when  accompanied  by  the  twenty  mal¬ 
contents.  With  his  head  uncovered,  he  endured 
the  fup’s  heat,  and  defied  its  fLrceft  beams. 
Agility,  united  to  flrength,  enabled  him  to  per¬ 
form  the  journey  with  great  rapidity  ;  and  he 
flopped  only  thrice  a  day,  to  offer  up  his  pray¬ 
ers,  and  now  and  then  to  rtfrefh  himf  If  with 
the  roots  he  had  laid  in  (lore.  Bef  >re  night 
he  had  gained  the  third  part  of  the  mountain, 
which  henad  perceived  in  the  morning.  There 
he  found  a  ditch  full  of  water,  but  fo  deep,  that 

he 
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he  could  not  reach  it  without  much  labour* 
A  tree  overhung  this  hollow,  which  had  been 
fo?med  by  the  rapid  fall  of  the  water ;  and  with 
his  poinard  he  cut  up  another  by  the  roots, 
and  joined  it  to  the  firft,  and  thus  he  gently 
defcended  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  ravine,  to 
-quench  the  burning  third  which  confumed 
him.  AffeXed,  however,  with  this  unexpec¬ 
ted  blefling,  before  he  fatisfied  his  real  need, 
he  performed  his  ablutions,  and  gave  thanks 
to  the  Author  of  Nature,  and  Mahomet  his  Pro¬ 
phet.  After  this  he  came  out  of  the  ravine. 

In  this  place  he  was  obliged  to  pafs  the 
night,  and  to  defend  himfelf  from  wild  beads. 
At  a  little  diftance,  he  perceived  a  rock  hol¬ 
lowed  out  by  the  water  ;  and  having  collected 
a  number  of  very  large  ft  ones,  he  formed  to 
himfelf  a  fort  of  cave,  wherein  he  might  fleep 
in  fecurity.  There  he  fpread  his  cloak,  placed 
his  buckler  under  his  head,  and  after  fome 
refleXions  on  his  fituation,  abandoned  himfelf 
to«fleep. 

“  The  brave,”  faid  he,  “  find  their  tent  in 
every  place,  while  the  abjeX  can  no  where 
find  reft  to  his  head. 

“  Happy  is  he  who  hath  learned  in  camps 
to  fleep  amid  the  found  of  trumpets  !  the  thun¬ 
der  will  not  difturb  him. 


“ITHaboul 
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**  Il’Haboul,  and  my  father  taught  me  to 
become  a  man ;  and  fuch  as  they  formed  me, 
I  here  find  myfelf. 

“  Salamis  !  behold  your  fon  :  Il’Haboul  l 
behold  your  pupil  4  and  Dorathil-Goafe  !  be* 
hold  your  lover.  In  peace  he  repofes  under  a 
rock,  in  the  fond  expe&ation  of  awaking  to 
glory. 

“Ye  liars,  enemies  to  my  happinefs  !  ye 
oppofe  the  -decrees  of  heaven,  and  one  day  ye 
fliall  be  driven  from  your  fpheres.  A  pavi¬ 
lion,  made  by  The  hands  of  men,  would  leave 
me  expofed  to  your  llrokes  ;  but,  fiieltered  by 
the  enormous  mafs  which  covers  me,  I  defy 
your  fierceft  rage.” 

Saying  this,  Habib  fell  alleep.  The  favage 
inhabitants  of  the  foreft,  attracted  to  the  rock, 
by  the  footfteps  of  the  traveller,  roamed 
around  his  cave.  They  fet  up  terrible  roars, 
and  contended  for  the  prey,  of  which  they 
thought  themfelves  already  pofTelTed.  Love 
might  keep  the  lover  of  Dorathil-Goafe  a- 
wake,  but  fear  had  no  power  to  diliurb  hi3 
reft.  Nature  Ihed  over  him  her  drowfy  in¬ 
fluence  ;  and,  amid  the  difmal  noife  of  lions  and 
tygers,  he  took  that  repofe,  of  which  he  flood 
greatly  in  need. 

Day  began  at  length  to  appear,  through  the 
chinks  of  the  vaft  enclofure  with  which  Habib 
was  furrounded.  He  therefore  came  out,  and  de- 
Vol,  III.  E  e  fcended 
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fcended  again  into  the  ditch,  to  perform  his 
ablution,  and  offer  up  his  prayers.  He  then 
refrelhed  himfelf  with  the  few  roots  that  re¬ 
mained,  refumed  his  cloak  and  his  buckler, 
and  fet  outtrn  his  journey. 

Scarcely  had  he  reached  the  fummit  of  one 
mountain-,  when  he  faw  before  him  another,  ftill 
more  inacceffible.  No  path  nor  pra&icable  road 
was  to  be  feen ;  and  he  muff  climb  it  by  leap¬ 
ing  from  one  rock  to  another.  And  when  he 
met  with  a  plain,  he  had  to  tread  on  deep  and. 
burning  fand,  where,  even  in  the  places  belt 
defended  from  the  rage  of  the  fun,  no  tuft  of 
grafs,  nor  a  fingle  drop  of  water,  was  ever 
found.  Nature  herfelf  had  dried  up  tbefe 
frightful  regions,  and  feemed  to  prepare  for 
the  traveller  the  road  to  the  infernal  manfions. 

Overpowered  with  fatigue,  and  wafted  with 
hunger  and  thirft,  Habib  perceived  that  his 
ftore  of  roots  was  exbaufted;  and  therefore 
redoubled  his  fteps,  that  he  might  reach  the 
mountain  that  lay  in  his  way,  before  it  was 
night.  After  many  efforts  he  at  laft  arrived, 
but  found  neither  fprings  nor  ditches  there. 
He  haftily  built  a  hut  with  ftones,  and  fliut 
himfelf  up  in  it,  tortured  with  want  and 
fatigue.  Yet  he  tried  the  only  method  that 
remained,  to  refrefti  his  tongue  and  the  roof 
of  his  mouth,  which  were  perfe&ly  parched 
by  the  duft  and  the  heat  of  the  fun.  Having 
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obferved,  that  the  dew  fell  in  great  abundance 
in  that  country,  he  iptead  his  handkerchief  on 
a  rock  without  his  cave,  intending  to  fqueeze 
out  the  dew,  as  foon  as  he  thought  it  fufficient- 
ly  foaked. 

Having  taken  this  precaution,  which  faved  him 
from  the  greateft  of  evils,  he  went  to  reft,  hav¬ 
ing  firft  performed  the  duties  of  a  pious  Muf- 
fulman.  But  he  would  not  have  been  able  to 
fleep,  unlefs  he  had  thus  communed  with  him- 
felf. 

“  Speak,”  faid  he,  “  with  thyfclf,  Habib, 
be  the  reply  !  In  travelling  through  danger 
to  glory,  did  deftiny  promiie,  that  thou  fhouldft 
enjoy  conveniences  on  thy  way  ? 

“  Thou  art  now  in  the  defert :  Aik  Maho¬ 
met,  wfhy  he  hath  not  commanded  Mofes  to 
rajn  honey  and  manna  upon  thee,  as  he  for¬ 
merly  did  upon  the  defcendants  of  Abra¬ 
ham  ? 

“  Born  to  ftruggle,  thou  art  nowin  diftrefs  1 
Remain  firm,  Habib  ;  heaven  is  on  thy  fide,  but 
thou  muft  co-operate  with  it. 

“  The  applaufe  of  Salamis,  of  Amirala,  and 
of  ll’Haboul ;  the  high  approbation  of  heaven 
itfelf;  the  heart  and  the  hand  of  Dorathil- 
Goafe,  and  the  throne  of  feven  feas,  are  the 
reward  of  thy  toils ;  tread  on  the  fire  without 
Humbling,  thou  art  in  thy  way  to  glory.” 

E  e  2  Habib, 
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Habib,  having  thus  recalled  his  patience  and 
his  courage,  quietly  fell  afleep.  He  awaked 
with  the  morning,  and  wTent  out  from  his  hut 
to  take  up  his  handkerchief.  O  Providence  ! 
O  invifible  fupport  of  man  1  The  moifture 
which  he  fqueezed  from  the  linen  into  the  hol¬ 
low  of  a  flint,  was  to  him  a  cup  of  bleffing, 
which,  as  he  was  afiailed  by  want,  was  the 
moft  delicious  he  had  ever  tafted. 

Tranfported  with  gratitude,  and  purfuing 
his  journey  with  more  vigour  than  ever,  he 
thus  exclaimed : 

“  He  who  hath  given  me  the  dew,  hath  al- 
fo  taught  me  to  gather  it !  BlefTed  be  the 
author  of  the  univerfe  ! 

“  Ye  flinty  rocks,  calcined  by  the  heat  of 
the  fun,  at  the  order  of  your  Creator,  ye  ihall 
be  changed  into  fountains  of  waters. 

“  Hunger  and  third;  vanish  before  the  ru¬ 
ler  of  nature  ;  and  the  (lores  of  plenty  are  o- 
pened  at  his  will.” 

The  traveller  found,  betwixt  two  rocks,  a 
tyger’s  den,  where  the  female  had  juft  brought 
forth  her  young.  On  feeing  a  ftranger,  her 
eyes  flafhed  with  new  fire,  her  hair  flood  up, 
fhe  lafhed  the  air  with  her  tail,  and  the  echoes 
reiterated  her  roarings  :  fhe  attacked  the  hero, 
who  oppofed  her  with  his  fhield,  and  feizing 
his  dagger,  he  thruft  it,  with  an  unerring  ?nd 
vigorous  arm,  into  the  heart  of  the  animal. 

The 
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The  tygrefs  fell,  and  Habib,  availing  himfelf 
of  the  bleffing  which  was  thus  fent  him,  made 
a  cloak  of  its  hide,  and  cut  out  fuch  parts  of 
the  body,  as,  in  his  needful  fituation,  might 
ferve  for  food,  and  then  returned  thanks  to 
heaven  and  Mahomet,  for  his  vi&ory  and  fuc- 
cefs. 

It  was  late,  and  he  muft  now  think  of  a  re¬ 
treat  for  the  night.  The  cave  of  the  tygers 
furnilhed  him  with  one  already  prepared.  Af¬ 
ter  killing  the  young  ones,  and  putting  the 
infide  of  it  in  proper  order,  he  (hut  up  its 
mouth  with  an  enormous  {lone,  fpread  his 
handkerchief  to  imbibe  the  dew,  and  laid  him¬ 
felf  down  in  the  cave,  on  the  ikin  of  the  ty- 
grefs. 

The  evening  twilight  was  almofl  over,  and 
the  handkerchief  was  wet  with  the  dew.  He 
drew  it  in,  and  fqueezed  it  into  the  fcull  of  the 
tygrefs,  which,  with  fome  pieces  of  her  flelh, 
that  he  had  dried  in  the  fun  during  the  da yt 
furniihed  a  moll  delicious  repaft.  He  fully 
fatisfied  his  wants;  and  that  he  might  be  com¬ 
pletely  refrylhed  from  fatigue,  he  laid  himfelf 
down,  and  fell  afleep,  after  having  elevated  his 
foul  to  the  moil  fublime  ideas. 

“  The  bleffings  of  the  Almighty,”  faid  hey 
“  are  feat te red  throughout  all  nature.  Some¬ 
times  fhe  feems  to  withhold  them,  but  the  in- 
diiftry  of  man  can  force  her  to  give  them  up. 

£  e  3  “  Thanks 
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“  Thanks  to  thee,  0  Mahomet !  Thou  yet 
haft  a  regard  to  Habib,  though  abandoned  by 
his  friends  !  And  giveft  him  for  a  compa¬ 
nion  one  of  the  fpirits  over  whom  thou  ru-, 
left! 

M  Every  thing  goes  well  with  me  !  The 
enemy  came  forth  to  attack  me,  but  file  fell 
by  my  fir  ft  ftroke.  Her  Ikin  ferves  me  for 
cloathing,  her  body  for  food,  and  from  her 
ikitll  I  quench  my  thirft. 

“  Tremble,  audacious  enemies  of  Dorathil- 
Goafe  !  her  knight  hath,  conquered  without 
arras  !  and,  under  the  prote&ion  of  the  Pro¬ 
phet,  he  is  haftening  to  fubdue  thofe  of  Solo¬ 
mon  !” 

Eull  of  vigour  and  of  courage,  Habib  had 
arifen  before  day,  and  refumed  his  journey 
with  greater  fpirit  than  ever.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  as  yet  faw  no  end  to  his  toils,  and 
difficulties  and  dangers  feemed  to  fpring  up 
under  his  feet.  He  could  perceive  no  outlet 
from  thefe  fteep  mountains,  and  from  their 
dreadful  ridges  nothing  but.deferts  was  difeo- 
vered,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach-  In  thefe 
tracks,  where  mortal  never  trod,  he  beheld 
nothing  but  wild  animals,  which  retired  be¬ 
fore  him,  or  which  were  to  be  oppofed  with 
the  dagger,  and  enormous  ferpents,  which  he 
had  to  crufti  with  ftoncs  ;  and  the  uncertainty 
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of  fuccefs,  by  deprefling  the  courage  of  the 
young  hero,  diminiftied  his  natural  vigour. 

As  he  descended  one  of  thefe  fteep  moun¬ 
tains,  and  having  nothing  with  him  but  a  few 
roots,  he  perceived  a  fandy  plain,  which  was 
terminated  only  by  the  horizon.  In  all  that 
immenfe  fpace,  over  which  he  was  obliged  to 
travel,  he  had  no  hopes  of  finding  any  fort  of 
refource  ;  and  had  he  been  an  ordinary  man, 
this  circumflance  muft  have  funk  him  in  def- 
pair  ;  but  Habib  thought  of  nothing  but  how 
to  furmount  this  new  difficulty. 

He  could  not  travel  during  the  day,  with¬ 
out  being  fcorched  by  the  beams  of  the  fun, 
and  lofing  the  ufe  of  his  feet,  from  the  burn¬ 
ing  heat  of  the  fand  ;  befides,  he  could  find  no 
water  to  quench  his  thirfl.  It  would  be  im- 
poflible  for  him  to  form  a  fafe  retreat  for  the 
night  among  the  fand ;  and  the  tigers  and 
panthers,  who  then  roam  more  eagerly,  might 
attack  him  unawares,  and  tear  him  in  pieces. 
Habib,  therefore,  took  the  refolution  of  refling 
during  the  day,  and  of  travelling  by  the  light 
of  the  flar,  which,  during  the  night,  was  to 
ferve  him  for  his  guide. 

On  viewing  the  ocean  of  fand  which  was 
before  him,  and  feeing  the  fun  in  his  meridian, 
he  flopped,  and  having,  by  the  affillance  of 
his  poniard,  fixed  his  buckler,  fo  as  to  defend 
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his  head  from  the  fun,  he  laid  himfelf  down 
on  the  Ikin  of  the  tygrefs,  and  fell  afleep. 

No  fooner  had  night  extended  her  fable  veil, 
than  he  tore  himfelf  from  the  arms  of  deep, 
and  began  his  journey.  The  handkerchief 
which  received  the  dew  was  fixed  to  his  neck, 
and  floated  on  his  fhoulders.  In  this  manner, 
he  could  banifti  thirft,  but  how  {hall  he  ap- 
peafe  his  hunger  ?  He  had  nothing  left  but 
two  roots,  and  knew  not  when  Providence 
might  fend  him  any  fupply ;  yet,  as  he  walked 
along,  he  was  loft  in  admiration  at  the  fpefta- 
cle  which  the  heavens  difplayed  to  his  view. 

“  The  magnificent  vault  of  the  firmament 
enclofes  all  nature,  and  covers  the  barrennefs 
of  the  deferf. 

“  Is  there  a  fpot  in  the  univerfe,  where 
man  is  not  forced  to  admire  the  wonders  of 
the  Creator  ?  Were  I  to  fearch  into  the  bowels 
of  the  earth,  I  ftiould  there  find  gold,  and  ru¬ 
bies,  and  rivers  ftill  more  precious. 

“  The  moon,  preceded  by  the  conftellations 
that  difpenfe  the  dew,  rifes  above  tfye  horizon 
to  fupply  the  place  of  the  fun. 

“  Ye  would  be  refrefhed,  ye  burning  fands, 
but  the  fun,  while  he  darts  his  rays,  cannot 
affe&  you  ;  nothing  can  ever  remove  from  you 
your  fterility. 

“  The  heart  of  the  ungrateful  is  like  the 
fand  of  the  defert ;  the  bltfiings  of  heaven  are 
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Ihowered  down  upon  it,  without  leaving  any 
impreflion  of  the  bounty  which  bellows  them. 

“  Take  courage,  Habib  !  Thou  never  waft 
unmindful  of  the  benefits  thou  didft  receive ! 
Behold  the  motion  of  the  Ikies  !  There,  at 
this  very  moment,  thy  deftiny  is  weighed  ! 
Banilh  every  fear  !  Put  a  firm  and  vigorous 
foot  in  the  balance,  and  thou  lhalt  call  it  in 
thy  favour  ! 

“  Behold  the  folemn  lilence  which  reigns 
in  that  high  region  !  There  thy  judges  dwell! 
There  Mahomet,  and  the  feven  prophets,  inter¬ 
cede  in  thy  behalf. 

“  Great  Prophet !  Friend  of  the  Moll  High  ! 
One  of  thy  followers  cries  to  thee  from  the  defer  t! 
Hear  thou  his  voice,  and  anfwer  his  requeft  ! 

“  The  end  he  has  in  view  is  heroic :  You 
were  the  model  of  heroes.  His  heart  burns 
with  glory  and  with  love  !  Whatever  on 
earth  bpre  the  great  characters  of  virtue,  thou 
didft  not  defpife.” 

In  this  manner,  did  Habib  forget,  as  he 
travelled  along,  his  fatigues  and  his  wants. 

Towards  morning,  as  he  looked  at  the  dif- 
tant  horizon,  he  thought  he  perceived  a  fmall 
black  point.  “  At  length,”  faid  he,  “  I  fee 
the  boundary  of  this  extenfive  plain  ;  that  ob- 
je£  which  I  behold,  is,  without  doubt,  either 
a  mountain,  or  forne  colle&ion  of  vapour,  arif- 
ing  from  the  habitations  of  the  human  race. 

“  Thou 
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“  Thou  {halt  fee  men,  Habib  !  However 
much  the  paffions  have  armed  us  againft  one 
another,  ftill  the  countenance  of  a  man  kindles 
at  the  fight  of  his  fellow. 

“  Thefe  men  have  perhaps  never  feen  the 
child  of  Providence ;  I  will  {hew  him  to  them, 
and  conftrain  them  to  believe  in  its  gracious 
fuperintendance. 

“  I  will  not  fay  to  them,  that  I  muft  have 
gold  and  filver,  flocks  and  tents,  and  Awes  ! 
All  I  will  require  of  them,  {hall  be  a  cup  of 
water,  a  handful  of  rice,  and  the  road  to  Mount 
Caucafus  !” 

In  vain  did  Habib  make  the  moll  wonder¬ 
ful  efforts  to  arrive  at  this  black  point,  for  it 
feemed  to  be  always  at  the  fame  difiance. 
Being  tormented  with  hunger  and  thiril,  and 
oppreffed  with  a  fcorching  heat,  he  {topped, 
and  Hid  bimfelf  down  ;  and  as  hb  fancy  was 
filled  with  imaginary  hopes,  it  foon  procured 
him  a  moft  refre{hing  fleep. 

The  frefli  air  of  the  evening  awaked  him. 
He  had  been  toffed  with  diftrefling  dreams  :  a 
rivulet  had  rolled  back  to  its  fource,  refufing 
its  waters  to  his  parched  lips  ;  and  the  food 
which  was  fet  before  him  in  abundance,  had 
been  immediately  carried  off  by  inv’fible  hands. 
He  arofe,  ftill  loaded  with  fatigue,  but  in  the 
flattering  hope,  that,  by  travelling  all  night, 
he  would,  in  the  morning,  reach  the  object  on 
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which  his  eyes  were  perpetually  fixed,  and  on 
which  his  heart  had  already  placed  its  hope. 
He  made  ufe  of  every  faculty  of  his  body,  and 
tried  every  refource,  in  enduring  fo  many  hard- 
Ihips  ;  and,  fuppoi  ted  by  his  courage  alone,  he 
Hill  triumphed,  and  was  raifed  above  him- 
felf. 

Day  at  length  enlightened  this  extraordinary 
journey.  But  as  he  advanced,  he  ftill  faw  the 
black,  point  in  the  fame  pofuion,  in  which  he  had 
firft  difcovered  it.  Meanwhile,  as  Habib  had 
neither  ftockings  nor  ftioes,  the  fand,  heated  by 
the  fierce  rays  of  the  fun,  had  burnt  his  feet  ; 
and  ftill  finding  nothing  in  this  terrible  defert, 
but  heaps  of  duft,  his  ftrength  was  entirely  ex- 
haufted,  and  every  thing  feemed  to  fail  him, 
except  his  hopes.  In  this  fituation,  he  fpread  his 
tyger’s  fldn  upon  the  fand,  and  kneeling  down, 
performed  his  ablution  with  earth  ;  then,  lifting 
up  his  hands,  he  addrefled  a  moft  fervent  prayer 
to  heaven,  and  with  a  mingled  tone  of  afili&ion 
and  truft,  exclaimed,  “  I  am  wandering  in  an 
ocean  of  fand,  where  my  eyes  can  difcover  no 
bounds.  The  earth  feems  to  fly  before  me  like 
a  cloud.  I  have  commanded  the  burning  fand 
to  ferve  me  inftead  of  water  in  my  purification  ; 
it  obeyed,  and  I  am  purified.  The  Creator  will 
yet  bring  the  earth  near  me,  and  oblige  it  to 
fupply  my  wants.” 


4‘  See  ! 
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“  See  !  My  feet  refufe  their  office,  my  limbs 
totter,  my  knees  bend,  and  I  mull  crawl  on  my 
belly,  to  the  places  whither  I  am  called  by  the 
decrees  of  fate  ;  but  what,  O  Great  Prophet ! 
wilt  thou  fay,  when  thou  ffiall  behold  a  child 
of  thy  tribe  creeping  like  a  w  orm  ?” 

While  he  fpoke  thus,  and  while  his  eyes 
were  ftill  fixed  on  the  obje&  towards  which  he 
feemed  to  travel  in  vain,  he  perceived  like  a 
(mall  point  feparate  from  it,  and  which,  foar- 
ing  aloft,  feemed  to  advance  towards  him# 
Forfome  time  it  hovered  in  the  air,  and  then 
defcended.  This  was  a  roc,  a  bird  of  a  pro¬ 
digious  fize,  which  alighted  about  fifty  paces 
from  him,  and  remained  there  without  making 
the  fmalleft  motion. 

Habib  arofe  and  approached  the  bird  ;  and 
when  he  was  fonear  as  to  be  heard,  “  Bird,” 
faid  he  to  it,  “  thou  art  a  creature  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  and  I  refpeft  thee  as  one  of  the  works 
of  his  Providence ;  if  thou  art  fent  to  the  relief 
of  an  unfortunate,  but  faithful  Muflulman, 
whom  his  brethren  have  bafely  abandoned,  in 
the  name  of  God,  and  of  his  Prophet,  I  com¬ 
mand  thee  to  make  a  fignal,  by  which  1  may 
know  the  purppfe  of  thy  million.” 

The  roc  immediately  ftretched  its  wings, 
clapped  them  three  times,  ahd  bowled  its  head 
before  Habib.  The  young  Sultan  drew  near 
It,  and  observing  that  it  carried  a  damaik  cu- 
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Iiion,  tied  to  its  talons,  by  threads  of  filk,  he 
fat  down  upon  it,  keeping  himfelf  firm  by  the 
threads  ;  and  no  fooner  was  he  properly  feated, 
than  the  bird  flew  aloft  into  the  air. 

“  The  earth,  which  retired  before  me,  now 
flies  under-my  feet,”  faid  Habib,  as  he  was  raif- 
ed  above  the  clouds. 

“  Ye  dreadful  heaps  of  fand,  ye  are  no  more 
in  my  view  than  a  particle  of  dull !  Prefent 
famine  and  death  to  monfters,  and  venemous 
reptiles,  ye  have  no  more  power  over  the 
have  of  God,  and  the  fervant  of  the  great  Pro¬ 
phet  ;  a  paflage  is  opened  to  him  through  the 
air. 

“  Bird,  meflfenger  of  the  Moll  High,  obey 
the  orders  of  a  faithful  Muflulman  !  carry  him 
to  mount  Caucafus,  and  the  repofitory  of  the 
arms  of  the  wife  and  powerful  Solomon.” 

The  obedient  roc  tranfported  the  young  Ha¬ 
bib  to  the  mountain  which  was  the  objeft  of 
his  journey.  All  his  fenfes  were  flunned  by 
the  rapidity  of  the  flight,  and  greatly  encreafed 
his  weaknefs.  He  was  received  by  U’Haboul, 
and  carried  into  a  place  where  he  was  foon  re¬ 
vived  by  a  gentle  and  penetrating  heat. 

In  proportion  as  he  was  fenfible  of  recover¬ 
ing  his  ftrength,  expreffions  of  gratitude  flow¬ 
ed  from  his  lips.  “  What  !  is  it  you,  my  dear 
Il’Haboul  !  You  have  not  then  abandoned 
me  !” 

Vol.  III. 
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“  Orders,  far  fuperior  to  mine,  O  brave  Sul¬ 
tan  !”  replied  the  genie,  “  have  conduced  yon 
to  this  place.  It  was  the  office  of  the  bird  of 
the  illuftrious  Solomon  to  carry,  and  it  is  my 
duty  to  receive  you  here  ;  judge,  my  dear  Ha-/ 
bib,  with  what  pleafure  I  perform  it.  I  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  treachery  you  have  met 
with,  nor  the  difficulties  you  have  furmounted 
in  the  deferts,  nor  of  the  dreadful  difpair  of 
your  father  Salamis  :  but,  guardian  of  the  trea¬ 
sures  of  Solomon,  which  are  flint  up  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  I  could  not,  without  his 
orders,  leave  this  place,  to  bring  you  any  re¬ 
lief.  It  is  the  will  of  heaven  that  virtue  be 
tried  with  adverfity,  and  you  have  indeed  felt 
it  in  its  moll  affli&ing  forms  ;  yet  the  fufferings 
of  the  Emir  Salamis  and  Amirala,  are  equal 
to  yours.  Crowns  of  glory  await  you,  but 
you  muft  lay  hold  of  them  by  force.  It  is 
'the  lot  of  thofe  who  are  highly  favoured  a- 
mong  the- children  of  men.” 

While  Il’Haboul  fpoke  thus,  a  collation, 
compofed  of  difhes  which  could  not  hurt  a  fto- 
mach  weakened  by  the  moil  rigorous  abfli- 
nence,  was  placed  upon  a  table.  Habib  par¬ 
took  of  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  was  furprifed 
to  find  plenty  of  filch  delicacies,  in  the  middle 
of  the  moll:  frightful  deferts. 

“  You  are  here  in  an  enchanted  habitation,” 
jfaid  H’Haboul.  “  The  great  Solomon,  who, 
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tv  means  of  his  profound  wifdcm,  employed 
alt  nature  in  his  fervice,  can  never  want  fup- 
plies.  Before  he  took  his  feat  near  the  Pro¬ 
phet,  on  account  of  his  excellence,  he  buried 
his  treafures  here,  to  withdraw  them  from  the 
rapacity  of  man,  who  has  no  enjoyment  butim 
the  abufe  of  them  ;  and  here  alfo  are  laid  up 
the  arms  with  which  he  combated  men,  and 
rebel  fpirits.  Ulaboufatrou,  the  father  of  Do- 
rath  il-Goafe,  I  myfelf,  and  the  genics  of  the 
race  ofEblis,  foon  felt  our  inferiority,  and  fub- 
mitted  without  rcfiftance ;  others  were  lefs^ 
wife,  and  >are  accordingly  confined  in  prifons, 
at  no  great  diflance  from  this  place.  The  for¬ 
midable  Abarikaf,  w  hom  you  mufl  attack,  and 
a  number  of  other  rebels,  Tawed  thexnfelvcs 
from  flavery  by  flight,  by  cunning,  and  even 
by  force. 

“Hitherto,  my  dear  Habib  £  you  have  difeove- 
red  afteady  firmnefs,  and  have  bravely  difplay- 
edyo'ur  ftrength  againfl  the  favage  inhabitants  of 
the  deferts ;  nor  have  difficulties  and  want  fbaken 
your  valour.  The  eye  which  watched  over 
you,  hath  brought  you  relief,  when,  of  your- 
felf,  you  could  do  no  more.  When  you  were 
met  by  the  roc,  you  had  Hill  five  mountains  of 
ice  to  crofs,  before  you  coulct  arrive  at  the 
fummit  of  mount  Caucffus,  which  you  had 
feen  at  the  diftance  of  two  hundred  leagues. 
But  the  dangers  which  now  await  you  are  of  av 
F  f  2  different 
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different  nature.  It  is  not  by  flrength  you 
mufl  oppofe  them  ;  it  is  by  the  calm  poffellioa 
of  yourfelf,  and  by  a  courage  which  no  terror 
can.  {hake,  that  you  mufl  draw  up  from  the 
treafures  of  Solomon,  the  formidable  arms 
xvhich  no  power  can  refill.  As  fcon  as  you 
fliall  be  completely  recovered  by  refl,  I  will 
converfe  with  you  concerning  the  duties  you 
have  to  fulfill,  and  the  means  you  mufl  em* 
ploy'” 

After  this,  Il’Haboul  led  his  pupil  into  his 
-cave,  where  he  found  every  thing  that  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  recovering  him  from  his  fatigues. 
In  the  faint  flatc  to  which  Habib  was  reduced, 
one  day  was  by  no  means  fufficient  to  re-efla- 
blifh  him  fo  far  as  to  be  able  to  undertake  his 
laborious  enterprife.  Unlefs  the  genie  had 
obtained  theafeendant  over  him  from  his  early 
infancy,  it  would  have 'been  difficult  to  have 
retrained  fo  impaffioned  a  lover  ;  but  the  wife 
IlTfaboul  exerted  an  authority,  which  long 
habit  had  confirmed,  and  perfuaded  his  pupil, 
not  to  expofe  himfelf  to  any  new  trial,  till  he 
fhould  have  recovered  all  his  vigour.  This 
interval  he  employed  in  inflru&ing  him  in  what 
he  had  to  do,  to  accomplifh  the  obje£l  for  which 
he  had  undertaken  the  journey  to  mount  Cau- 
cafus. 

“  My  dear  Habib,”  faid  he,  “  you  are  cal¬ 
led  by  the  fates  to  avenge  Dorathil-Goafe  on? 
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the  barbarous  rebel  Abarikaf.  This  Queen’s 
dominions  lie  at  a  prodigious  diftance ,  from 
this  ;  and  deferts,  as  extenfive  as  thcfe  you  have 
already  paffed,  lie  between  you  and  the  feas 
which  furround  them ;  and  long  and  difficult 
will  you  find  the  road,  if  you  are  inclined  to 
go  from  hence  to  embark  on  the  fea  :  for  it 
vis  inacceffible,  except  by  a  pafiage  through 
the  centre  of  the  earth.  But  what  prudence 
and  care  !  what  vigour  of  foul,  my  dear  Sul¬ 
tan,  is  necelfary  for  the  fuccefsful  accompliffi- 
ment  of  this  perilous  journey  !  If  forty  gates 
of  bra fs,  guarded  by  malevolent  genies,  of  un¬ 
common  vigour  and  flrength,  can  Hop  you  ;  if 
one  moment’s  forgetfulnefs  or  inattention  fhould 
fteal  upon  you,  you  will  infallibly  be  expofed 
to  the  greateft  of  all  evils  \ 

“  You  will  crofs  all  the  halls,  in  which  are 
fhutup  the  treafures  of  Solomon.  The  firft  con¬ 
tains  the  precious  2nd  venerable  depofit  of  that 
very  armour  by  which  he  reached  that  height  of 
power  that  aftonifhed  the  world.  This  is  the 
lealt  guarded  part,  and  that  which  is  moll  ac- 
ceffible  to  the  refearch  of  mortals ;  and  hap¬ 
py  would  they  be,  if,  when  they  have  reached 
it,  they  were  contented  with  the  acquifiticn, 
without  wifiiing  to  proceed  farther.  . 

Solomon  was  the  moft  learned  man  that  ever 
lived.  ‘He  fixed  the  principles  and  demonftra- 
tions  of  feience,  by  three  hund  red  and  fixty- 
Ff3  ‘  fix- 
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fix  hieroglyphics,  each  of  which,  even  to  the1 
moft  cultivated  genius,  would' require  a  day’s 
application,  in  order  to  difcover  its  myfterious- 
meaning  ;  will  youTake  time  to  examine  them  ?” 
— “I  love  Dorathil-Goafe,”  replied  Habib; 
u  She  is  in  danger,  and  I  want  arms  to  engage 
Abarikaf !  When  I  have  conquered,  I  will  feek 
inftru&ion.” — “  Many  are  lefs  excufable  than 
you,”  replied  the  genie ;  “  but,  fince  Solomon 
left  the  earth,  five  hundred  knights  have  pe¬ 
netrated  into  thefe  deferts  ;  all  of  them  neglec¬ 
ted  the  ftudies  I  have  propofed  to  you,  in  pur- 
fuit  of  the  treafures  fhut  up  in  the  hollow 
places  of  this  immenfe  fubterraneous  abode.’ 
Their  great  object  was  to  gratify  their  pafiion, 
and  they  have  all  fallen  through  ignorance,  for 
not  one  of  them  ever  returned  ;  you  alfo  art 
yielding  to  yours ;  but  let  us  endeavour  to  guard 
you  from  a  fimilar  difgrace. 

“  I  will  conduct  you  to  the  firfl  gate,  where 
you  will  fee  a  golden  key  at  your  feet,  with 
which  you  muft  open  it.  The  faring  of  the 
lock  will  yield  to  the  fmalleft  'effort.  Draw 
back  the  door  with  the  utmoft  caution,  that  it 
may  fhut  behind  yoi^  without  the  fmalleft 
noife.” 

In  this  firft  hall  you  will  find  a  black  Have,  of 
a  gigantic  ftature.  The  forty  keys  of  the  o- 
ther  apartments,  through  which  you  muft 
pafs,  are  fufpended  by  a  chain  of  diamonds, 
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which  hangs  from  his  left  hand.  On  feeing 
you,  he  will  fet  up  fuch  a  terrible  cry  as  will 
{hake  all  the  vaults  of  the  cavern,  and  lift  up 
againft  you  the  blade  of  an  enormous  fcyme- 
tar.  Guard  your  foul  from  fear,  and  call  your 
eyes  upon  his  fabre  ;  and  as  I  have  inftru&ed 
you  fufficiently  in  the  knowledge  of  talifmani* 
cal  chara&ers,  pronounce  aloud  the  words 
which  you  will  read  upon  ‘‘his  blade  of  fteel ; 
engrave  them  upon  your  memory,  fo  that  no 
calamity  you  may  ever  experience,  {hall  be 
able  to  efface  them :  on  this  depends  your 
fafety. 

“  The  Have  will  then  fubmit  to  you,  and 
after  having  difarmed  him,  you  muff,  together 
with  the  keys,  take  along  with  you  the  fabre 
of  the  illuftrious  Solomon  ;  but  you  would 
fearch  for  the  talifman  on  it  to  no  purpofe,  be- 
caufe  it  will  difappear,  the  moment  you  pro¬ 
nounce  the  words  of  which  it  is  compofed. 
You  will  then  open  the  firftof  the  forty  doors, 
and  {hut  it  with  the  fame  care.  There,  you 
will  fee  the  arms  of  Solomon  ;  but  touch  nei¬ 
ther  his  helmet,  his  cuirafs,  nor  his  lliield  j  you 
have  his  fcymetar,  and  you  muff  not  be  armed 
with  iron.  Jit  was  by  courage,  vigour,  pati¬ 
ence,  and  prudence,  that  Solomon  overcame. 
Four  ftatues,  covered  with  hieroglyphics,  will 
reprefent  to  you  thefe  four  virtues.  Reflect 
maturely  on  thefe  emblems  of  wifdom,  and  learn 
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to  appropriate  their  meaning;  this  will  be  an 
armour  of  which  you  {hall  never  be  deprived* 
Carefully  examine  the  arms  of  the  prophet, 
as  you  did  the  fcymetar  of  the  Have  ;  and  the 
knowledge  you  will  derive  from  them  will  en¬ 
able  you  to  conquer  every  foe  ;  but  without 
this,  and  Ihould  you  forget  the  chara&ers  en¬ 
graved  on  the  fabre,  know  that  you  carry  in 
your  hands  only  a  blade  of  fteel,  which  ruft 
and  lime  will  confume. 

“When  you  {hall  have  remained  in  tliis  firft 
apartment  as  long  as  you  think  neceffary,  you 
mud  leap  at  once  over  the  fpace  which  leads 
to  the  fecond,  the  door  of  which  you  mull  o- 
pen  and  {hut  always  with  the  fame  caution. 
The  weapon,  which  will  hang  from  your  belt, 
and  the  words  which  you  {hall  pronounce,  will 
render  you  matter  of  whatever  {laves  may  b£ 
there  on  guard.  I  will  not  at  prefent  enter 
into  the  detail  of  the  immenfe  riches  you  will 
find;  in  it :  in  the  eyes  of  Solomon,  gold  and 
filver  were  of  no  ettiipation  ;  and  although  he 
made  ufe  of  them  in  the  accomplifliment  of 
thofe  works  which  {hall  be  held  in  everlafting 
remembrance,  yet  he  cheerfully  returned  them 
to  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  whence  he  had 
drawn  them  by  his  knowledge  ;  he  was  not  of 
opinion,  that  the  happinefs  of  mankind  depend¬ 
ed  upon  them. 
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u  If,  as  you  pafs  through  thefe  forty  hallsv 
you  Ihould  meet  with  any  thing  you  do  not 
comprehend,  rub  the  blade  of  your  feymetar,. 
as  you  repeat  the  words,  which  you  mull  take, 
care  to  remember,  and  jou  will  then  difeover 
flie  meaning  of  any  difficulty  you  may  have 
met  with. 

“  I  need  not,  O  virtuous  Sultan  !  caution 
you  againfl  avarice,  and  indiferetion,  which 
were  the  chief  caufes  of  the  death  of  the. 
knights,  who  have  already  attempted  this  pe¬ 
rilous  adventure.  Under  the  tents  of  the  E- 
mir  Salamis,  you  have  already  learned  in  what 
true  riches  and  power  fconfiti.  No  gold  Alines 
in  his  habitation  ;  he  gwes  himftlf  no  trouble 
either  in  colle&ing  or  dillributing  it:  a  formi¬ 
dable  army  is  in  motion  on  his  firft  fjgnal ; 
and  his  abundance  confifts  iu  the  wife  choice 
of  things  that  are  ufeful,  and  in  the  contempt 
of  fuch  as  are  fuperliuous. 

“  Curiolity  alfo  is  a  fault  againfl  which  you 
mull  guard.  Remember,  that,  in  the  road, 
you  are  about  to  take,  every  thing  that  may 
excite  it,  is  abfolutely  dangerous  to  the  man, 
who  is  not  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  three 
hundred  and  lixty-lix  truths,  the  foie  founda¬ 
tion  of  Solomon’s  wifdom. 

“  Above  all,  when  you  lhall  have  opened* 
the  fortieth  door,  at  which  your  fubterraneous- 
journey  terminates,  take  care  not  to  let  your. 
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eyes  dwell  on  tlie  objedts  which  will  flrike 
them.  You  will  find  there  a  veil  of  filk,  and 
will  be  particularly  ftruck  with  fome  charac¬ 
ters,  vnitten  in  gold  and  relievo ;  from  thefe 
^ou  muft  infiantly  turn  away  your  eyes ;  for, 
fliould  you  read  them,  they  would  prove  your 
fentence  of  death,  and  its  execution  would  in¬ 
fiantly  follow  But  draw' up  the  curtain,  and 
if  you  have  hitherto  wifely  obferved  the  rules 
of  prudence  I  have  pointed  out,  you  will  then 
be  aflonilhed  with  a  molt  beautiful  fpedtacle  ; 
you  will  perceive  the  firfl  of  the  feven  feas, 
which  you  have  to  crofs  before  you  can  reach 
Borathil-Goafe,  and  you  will  find  at  your 
hand  every  thing  neceffary  to  facilitate  your 
paflage  :  But,  if  you  have  ncgle&ed  in  one 
point  the  inftru&ions  I  have  given,  you  will 
be  expofed  to  the  moll  dreadful  dangers.” — 

“  It  is  perhaps  unfortunate  for  me,”  replied 
Kabib,  “  that  I  am  unacquainted  with  *he  ' 
fentiment  of  fear,  and  for  this  I  am  indebted 
to  you,  to  Salamis,  and  to  Amirala  ;  you  en¬ 
deavoured  to  arm  me  againil  terror  of  every 
fort,  and  perhaps  to  make  me  depend  too  much 
'  on  myfelf ;  yet  I  w  ill  endeavour  to  pra&ife 
your  wife  lelfons.” 

“  Go  on  then  under  the  fhield  of  the  illuf- 
trious  Solomon,  valiant  hero  !  May  liis  fpi- 
rit  accompany  you  1  I  pray  moll  earneftly, 
that  you  may  fucceed,  and  ftiould  you  be  fo 

fortunate, 
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fortunate,  I  will  find  in  your  fuccefs  an  abun¬ 
dant  recompence  for  all  my  labours.” 

Il’Haboul  laid  the  tyger’s  Ikin,  and  th* 
buckler  and  poniard  of  the  Sultan,  in  his  cave.; 
and  drefled  him  in  a  ftyle  extremely  fimple, 
and  convenient  for  the  enterprife  in  which  he 
was  about  to  engage.  The  genie  then  took  him 
by  the  hand,  and  led  him  along  a  -winding 
path  of  this  cavern,  to  the  firft  brazen  door, 
the  key  of  which  they  foon  perceived. 

“  Take  this  key,”  faid  Il’Haboul ;  “  and 
forget  not,  as  foon  as  the  firft  (lave  {hall  threat¬ 
en  you  with  his  fabre,  to  pronounce  aloud  the 
magical  characters  you  will  read  upon  its 
blade.  Bellow  fuch  attention  upon  them,  as 
that  they  may  be  engraved  for  ever  on  your 
memory ;  and  pronounce  them  on  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  danger,  whether  within  or  with¬ 
out  the  vaft  cavern  through  which  you  are  to 
pafs.  Open  and  ftiut  the  doors  with  the  great- 
eft  care,  and  remember,  that  every  thing  in 
this  habitation  is  fymbolical,  and  that  your 
conduCl  muft  correfpond  to  this.  You  muft 
not  forget  my  other  dire&ions,  but  at  prefent 
I  infift  only  on  luch  as  are  moft  important. 
Embrace  me,  my  dear  Habib  !  I  muft  return 
whither  duty  calls  me.” 

Il’Haboul  withdrew,  and  Habib  foftly  o- 
pened  and  ftiut  the  firft  door.  He  perceive^  a 
black  giant,  of  a  moft  formidable  appearance, 
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who,  on  feeing  him,  fet  up  fuch  aery,  as  fhook 
the  vaults  of  this  firft  grotto.  The  nunfter 
-drew  the  terrible  feymetar ;  but  the  attentive 
Habib  call  his  eyes  upon  the  blade,  and  with 
a  loud  voice  pronounced  the  word  Pi  iver , 
which  was  engraved  in  letters  of  gold  j  ?nd 
thus  difarmed  the  Have.  The  feymetar  and 
keys  at  once  dropped  from  his  hands,  and  he 
bowed  down  before  his  conqueror. 

The  young  Sultan  laid  hold  of  the  formi¬ 
dable  weapon,  and  advanced  towards  the  fe- 
cond  door,  which  he  opened.  He  faw  feven 
different  roads,  but  all  of  them  were  dark. 
Uncertain  which  to  take,  he  pronounced,  with 
a  loud  voice,  the  enchanted  word,  upon  which, 
a  pale  and  trembling  light  appeared  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  fourth  road.  He  followed  it 
down  fourteen  hundred  and  ninety  fteps  of  a 
ftaircafe,  which  was  but  half  lighted. 

He  arrived  at  length  at  the  third  door,  Hill 
conducing  himfelf  with  the  fame  prudence. 
Here  he  was  met  by  two  monfters,  who  in 
part  refembled  women,  and  who,  with  a  view 
to  catch  him,  threw  at  him  two  enormous 
grappling  irons  j  but  Habib  having  pronoun¬ 
ced  the  word  Power ,  the  iron  immediately  foft- 
ened,  and  the  monflers  fled. 

Habib  was  aftonifhed  at  the  magnificence 
which  he  beheld.  The  hall  was  completely 
illuminated,  by  a  luflrc  of  carbuncles,  which 
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wRs  fupported.on  pillars  of  jafper.  The  an. 
mour  of  the  great  Solomon  was  triumphant¬ 
ly  difplayed  in  the  centre.  The  full  fpread 
phoenix  ornamented  the  top  of  the  helmet. 
It  was  impoflible  to  look  upon  the  fplendor  of 
the  cuirafs  and  buckler ;  and  the  fpear  of  Heel 
fparkled  with  fire*  The  fcymetar  was  not 
there  ;  but  Habib  was  transported  to  find,  that 
th$  one  he  poflefled,  correfponded  entirely  with 
the  other  parts  of  the  trophy.  All  thefe  wea¬ 
pons  were  covered  with  myHerious  chara&ers, 
whofe  meaning  he  endeavoured  to  difcover. 
Upon  the  cuirafs  he  read  thefe  words  :  , 

Firmwfs  of  foul  is  the  true  cuirafs  of  man* 
He  went  cn,  and  found  on  other  parts  of  the 
armour  :  Patience  is  his  buckler .  His  tongue 
is  his  frongef  fpear.  IVifdom  ought  to  he  his 
helmet .  Prudence  his  vizor.  Without  valour , 
naked  are  his  arms .  Without  conjlancy ,  his 
legs  are  ufelefs. 

“  O  illuflrious  Solomon  !”  exclaimed  the 
hero  ;  “  on  the  front  of  his  helmet,  the  phoenix 
Hill  proudly  difplays  his  plumes. 

“  Arm  yourfelves  with  blades  of  Heel,  ye 
feeble  wTarriours  of  earth  !  By  the  aid  of  vir¬ 
tue,  the  Prophet  of  the  Almighty  marched  on 
to  glory.” 

Habib  then  contemplated  the  three  hundred 
and  fixty-fix  hieroglyphics  which  adorned  the 
walls  of  the  room.  Among  thefe,  there  was 
Vol.  III.  Gg  one 
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x>ne  remarkable  for  its  fimplicity,  but  which 
Jhe  was  yet  unable  to  comprehend ;  another, 
more  complicated,  unravelled  its  myltery ;  the 
three  hundred  and  fixty- fix  hieroglyphics  were 
explained,  and  yet  they  could  only  be  explain¬ 
ed  by  one. 

“  Science  !  I  feel  thou  art  formed  to  charm 
my  heart,  but  thou  -art  beyond  the  reach  of 
my  underftanding.  Who  will  give  me  the 
.eyes  of  the  lynx,  that  I  may  penetrate  thy 
myfteries  ?  At  prefent  I  am  unable  even  to 
behold  thy  dazzling  fplendour  !  March  on, 
Habib,  to  thy  deftinies  1  They  have  promifed 
thee  glory  1  It  is  from  the  height  of  the  hea¬ 
vens  that  wifdom  is  derived  :  Enlarge  thy  de¬ 
fires,  and,  under  the  favour  of  thy  ftar,  conti¬ 
nue  thy  courfe  !” 

As  he  fpoke  thus,  he  advanced  towards  the 
door,  which  was  to  open  into  the  place  where 
the  riches  of  Solomon  were  (hut  up.  Obliged 
fiill  to  defcendby  new  fteps,  and  winding  paths, 
he  arrived  at  the  different  doors,  which  he  o- 
pened  and  fliut  without  the  fmalleil  noife ; 
and  every  where  met  with  monfters,  who  en¬ 
deavoured  to  terrify  him  by  their  deformity, 
their  cries,  and  their  threats.  The  head  of 
one,  formed  of  a  human  fcull,  and  armed  with 
horns,  terminated  in  an  eagle’s  bill  :  that  of 
another  united  three  different  fpccies  of  ani¬ 
mals,  and  was  fomething  betwixt  a  lion,  a  ty- 
ger,  and  an  elephant  this  lafi:  had  the  mouth 

of 
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of  a  crocodile,  and  tlie  fhoulders  of  a  man  p 
and  its  terrible  hair  appeared  to  the  hero  like 
a  hydra,  with  three  heads  refembling  thofe  of 
women,  twilled  with  ferpents. 

But  Habib,  full  of  undaunted  courage,  and 
faithful  to  the  inftru£tions  of  the  genie,  over¬ 
awed  thefe  threatening  phantoms  by  one.word, 
and,  without  emotion,  call  his  eyes  on  heaps  of 
gold  and  diamonds,  and  broken  ftatuoe.  He 
quickly  pafted  from  one  door  to  another, 
whenever  the  objddls  which  he  met  contained 
no  fymbolical  reprcfeiitation  of  the  vi&ories 
of  the  prophet.  He  flopped  however  in  one 
place. 

This  was  a  fpacious  hall,  around  which 
were  feated  an  infinite  number  of  beings  in  hu¬ 
man  fhape ;  the  moft  venerable  among  them, 
placed  on  an  elevated  feat,  and  with  a  defk  be¬ 
fore  him,  was  reading,  while  all  the  reft  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  liftening  to  him.  When  Habib 
entered,  the  whole  afiembly  arofe  and  bowed 
to  the  hero.  Refpedl  interrupted  the  reading, 
and  the  Sultan  addreffing  himfclf  to  the  reader, 
thus  faid  to  him  : 

“  If  you  are  permitted,  tell  me  w  ho  yoh 
arc,  and  what  it  is  you  are  reading  ?” — “  I 
am  a  genie,  and  a  fl  ivc  of  Solomon,”  replied 
the  reader,  “  entrufted  by  him  w  ith  the  in- 
ftru&ion  of  my  brethren,  whom  you  fee  here. 
They  will  obtain  their  liberty,  whenever  they 
G  g  a  have 
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have  acquired  fuch  knowledge  as  is  neccilaiy 
for  the  direction  of  their  conduct.  The  book 
which  I  read  is  the  Akoran  ;  but,  alas  !  al¬ 
though  I  have  been  explaining  it  for  feveral 
agea,  yet  the  eighth  part  of  thofe  who  hear 
me  do  not  comprehend  fo  much  as  the  firft 
Ime  !  Pafs  on,  young  MuflTulman  ;  you  have 
nothing  to  learn  either  from  them  or  me* 
Advance  to  your  deftinies,  and  be  always  as 
prudent  and  cireumfpe&  as  you  have  hitherto 
been.,, 

Habib  left  this  fchool,  reflecting  how  difli. 
cult  it  is  to  comprehend  the  truth,  when  one 
i3  not  difpofetl  to  hear  it ;  and  bleflmg  God 
and  his  Propltet,  that  he  was  early  inflrufted 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  Alcoran. 

The  young  Sultan  had  now  opened  and  fhut 
thirty. nine  doors  ;  and  had  been  five  days  in 
palling  through  thefe  fubterraneous  abodes  ; 
places  where  no  ray  of  the  fun  ever  marks 
the  fleeting  hours  where  time,  undivided  by 
days,  and  months,  and  years,  rolls  on  fubjefted 
to  no  calculation ;  and  where  the  filent  revo¬ 
lution  of  ages  is  not  perceived  ;  places  where- 
thofe  blefled  fpirits  dwrell,  whofe  a&ive  fouls 
are  engaged  in  nothing,  but  in  promoting  the 
bappinefs  of  the  faithful,  and  who  are  not 
fubjedted  to  the  dominion  of  their  neighbours. 

Habib  had  not 'as  yet  paflld  into  the  other 
prifons  in  fcheie  gloomy  caves,  where  malevo¬ 
lent. 
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lent  fpirlts  live  in  a  very  different  condition. 
The  fcythe  of  time  oppreffes  them  in  a  man¬ 
ner  beyond  our  conception.  The  vices  of  the 
world  fpring  up  and  ferment  in  their  corrupted 
hearts,  and  they  are  the  wretched  victims  of 
every  want. 

Our  hero  had  kept  no  account  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  doors  through  which  he  had  already 
puffed.  Whenever  he  appealed  before  a  new 
one,  the  key  which  was  to  open  it,  difengaging 
itfelf  from  the  bunch  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  applied  itfelf  to  the  lock.  He  was  at 
length  oppofite  to  the  fortieth  door.  It  open¬ 
ed  of  itfelf,  and  he  perceived  the  fatal  curtain 
of  filk,  of  which  the  genie  had  fpoken.  He 
was  (truck  with  the  fplendid  chara&ers,  which 
he  was  prohibited  from  reading.  He  haflily 
drew  afide  the  curtain,  and  beholding  the  fea 
on  which  he  was  to  embark,  in  order  at  length 
to  gain  the  end  of  his  toillbme  labours,  he 
fprang  forward  with  great  vigour  to  reach  its 
fhores.  But,  at  that  very  moment,  the  for¬ 
tieth  door,  which  he  had  negle£ted  to  fliut, 
rolled  upon  its  hinges  with  fo  terrible  a  noife, 
that  the  very  foundations  of  Mount  Caucafus 
trembled. 

All  the  doors  which  he  had  already  paffed, 
and  all  thofe  of  the  prifons;  were  thrown  open 
and  dafhed  to  pieces,  with  a  crafh  that  feemed 
to  (hake  the  vaults  of  the  Iky.  Legions  of 
G  g  3  fpirits, * 
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fpirits,  in  the  moft  hideous  lhapes,  ifftied  forth, * 
and  rallied  towards  Habib  ;  and  the  mofl  ter¬ 
rible  figns  and  threats  accompanied  their  Heps 
and  geftures. 

Habib  turned  round  to  face  them  ;  and  had 
he  been  as  fufceptible  of  fear  as  he  had  been 
inattentive,  he  mull  have  been  undone.  But 
he  was  become  cool  from  the  excefs  of  danger 
he  had  fo  often  experienced :  he  recalled  the 
formidable  word,  and  brandilhing,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  Heel  of  Solomon,  pronounced  the 
magical  word  with  a  Heady  voice.  The  a- 
frighted  crowd  immediately  returned  with 
preerpitafion,  and  the  door  which  opened  up¬ 
on  the  fea,  Ihut  with  great  violence.  But  all 
the  malevolent  fpirits  did  not  return  to  their 
prifons. 

A  party  of  them  rulhed  into  the  fea ;  it  flir¬ 
ted  up  its  deeps  j  the  billows  raifed  themfelves 
on  high,  and  driving  the  vapours  from  afar, 
formed  dreadful  colle&ions  of  them.  Day 
difappeared,  the  fun  was  darkened,  the  thun¬ 
ders  began  to  roar,  the  winds  were  let  loofc 
and  llruggled  with  the  thronged  clouds,  and 
the  billows  of  the  ocean,  dalhing  againll  one 
another,  fent  fofth  a  hollow  noife,  and  prefent- 
ed  a  black  and  watery  furface,  which  the  flafh- 
es  of  lightening  appeared  to  taint  w  ith  blood. 

Ike  temped;  raged  on  every  fide  ;  the  winds, 
imprifoned  tvith  the  furious  thunderbolt,  avail 
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themfelves  of  the  paflage  which  it  opened  to 
them,  and  chace  the  waters  of  jdie  fea  into  their 
deepeft  recedes.  The  tremendous  found  of  the 
billows,  and  the  fearful  whiffling  of  the  winds, 
fhook  the  foundations  of  the  folid  rocks ;  and 
the  loud  and  repeated  peals  of  thunder,  feem- 
ed  to  threaten  this  part  of  the  globe  with  its 
original  chaos. 

The  tumult  which  mingled  the  elements  in 
filch  horrid  confnfion,  was  not  wholly  owing 
to  natural  caufes.  ll’Haboul,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  over  the  guard  of  the  arms  and  trea- 
fures  of  the  Prophet,  at  the  moment  when  the 
rebel  genies  made  their  efcapej*had  left  his  or¬ 
dinary  poft,  at  the  head  of  fpirits  fubjed  to  his 
command  ;  and  the  earth,  the  ocean,  and  the 
air,  had  become  the  theatres  of  three  molt  ob- 
ftinate  and  furious  battles. 

Habib,  ftruck  with  the  diforder  around  him, 
could  aferibe  it  to  nocaufe  but  bis  own  impru¬ 
dence  :  for  when  he  had  opened  the  fatal  cur¬ 
tain,  the  heaven  and  the  earth  had  a  finding 
afpedt,  and  the  fea  which  he  beheld  was  fere ne. 
He  proflrated  himfelf  wdth  his  face  towards  the 
ground,  and  thus  exclaimed  ; 

•  “  Where  is  the  man  who  thinks  himfelf  wife  ? 
Let  him  look  upon  the,  and  tremble  at  his  pre¬ 
emption.” 
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“  Where  is  the  man  whofe  prudence  never 
forfakes  him?  Let  him  approach  and  put  me 
to  fliame. 

“  I  have  had  a  glimpfe  of  happinefs,  but  it 
vaniflied.  I  held  the  key  of  my  deftiny,  but 
it  has  dropped  from  my  hands. 

“  Dorathil-Goafe  !  your  lover  is  unwife;  he 
is  unworthy  of  your  affection. 

“  In  this  htuation,  what  cry  could  I  utter,  that 
would  bring  to  my  relief  the  powers  of  the 
earth  ?  And  if  I  attempt  to  move  the  compaf- 
fion  of  heaven,  I  hear  a  voice  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart,  faying,  Account  to  it K for  its  blejl 
fings . 

“  The  Arabians  of  our  tribe  have  betrayed 
me  ;  but  how  Ihall  I  reproach  them,  lince  I 
have  betrayed  myfelf. 

“  Sal  amis,  Amirala,  Il’Haboul  !  Ye  have 
fown  upon  a  barren  foil :  and  how  fhould  you 
reap  the  harvefl  ? 

“  I  will  fhed  tears,  like  the  timid  in  foul ! 
Confulion  will  cover  my  eyes,  as  foon  as  the 
veil  of  prefumption  Ihall  be  removed. 

“  O  Great  Prophet,  I  feel  that  I  am  guilty, 
and  dare  not  lift  my  voice  to  heaven.  But 
thy  goodnefs  towards  Habib  was  confpicuous 
when  he  merited  nothing ;  now  when  he 
acknowledges  his  errors,  pardon  and  regard 
him'!” 


After 
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After  he  had  offered  up  this  prayer,  Habib 
arofe  to  look  around  in  what  place  he  was. 
He  found  himfelf  on  the  ridge  of  fome  rocks, 
at  the  foot  of  Which,  the  fea  dallied  its  w?aves 
with  great  fury.  He  was  enclofed  by  a  moun¬ 
tain,  which  was  cut  w  ith  a  pick-ax,  and  appear¬ 
ed  an  unfurmountable  barrier  betwixt  him  and 
the  reft  of  the  univerfe.  He  had  to  pafs  along', 
the  fpace  of  a  thoufand  paces,  by  leaping  from 
one  rock  to  another.  The  light  of  the  fun 
was  intercepted  by  dark  clouds,  the  lighten- 
ings,  which  burft  from  them,  tftiged  every  ob- 
je&  on  which  they  gleamed,  with  a  red  and 
yellow  colour,  and  a  tainted  and  fait  vapour 
formed  the  dangerous  atmofphere,  in  which  he 
had  to  breathe.  Day,  which  threw  light  on 
this  frightful  fccne,  ferved  only  to  encreafe  its 
horror.  Habib,  for  fome  time,  contemplated 
the  diforder  which  reigned  before  him  ;  then, 
calling  his  eyes  upon,  his  feymetar,  he  obferv- 
ed  that  the  magical  chara&ers  which  were  en¬ 
graved  upon  if,  {hone  with  an  encreafed  fplen- 
dor.  He  had  formerly  learned  from  ll’IIa** 
boul,  that  providence  never  performs  a  mi¬ 
racle  without  fome  caufe ;  and  the  new  bril¬ 
liancy  of  the  talifman,  muft  decide  him  to  em¬ 
ploy  its  virtues,  in  quelling  this  elemental 
war:  he  fpeedily  drew  the  myfterious  blade, 
and  brandiftiing  it  thric;*in  the  air,  he  thus  ex¬ 
claimed,  **  Power  of  fire,  of  earth,  of  air, 
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and  of  water !  I  command  you  to  return  t$ 
jour  wonted  courfes,  otherwife  I  will  deprive 
you  of  all  your  energy.1* 

At  that  inftant  a  brightnefs  was  feen  to  Hafir 
from  the  feymetar,  which  eclipfed  that  of  the 
lightening  ;  a  confufed  noife  was  heard,  as  if 
mountains  of  fand  were  prefling  on  one  ano¬ 
ther  j  the  fea  became  calm  and  tranquil ;  the 
the  ftorm  was  difperfed  ;  the  gentle  whifpers 
of  the  zephyr’s  breeze  fucceeded  the  boifterou3 
winds  of  the  dark  North ;  and  the  bright 
luminary  of  day  gilded  with  his  rays  the  fright¬ 
ful  rocks,  on  whofe  fummit  the  hero  had  found 
an  afylum. 

At  this  aftonifliing  prodigy,  the  mind  of 
Habib  was  irreflftably  impreflVd  with  a  fort  of 
dread,  mingled  with  joy.  “  What  power,” 
exclaimed  he,  “  has  employed  my  feeble  and 
guilty  hands,  as  inflruments  to  difplay  its  en¬ 
ergy  !  How  have  the  elements  been  obedient 
to  my  voice  l 

“  Creator  of  the  world,  thou  haft  not  turn¬ 
ed  away  thy  face  from  the  guilty  Habib  ! 

“  Great  Prophet  !  Thou  Hill  regarded  me 
as  a  defeendant  of  the  tribe  of  Ben-Hilac.” 

When  he  had  done  fpeaking,  bis  face  ftill 
proftrate  on  the  ground,  a  motion,  which  he 
perceived  at  his  fide,  made  him  raife  his  head, 
and  he  beheld  the  virtuous  IPHaboul.  “  O  my 
prote&or  !  O  my  mafter!”  faid  he,  “  it  was 
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<certainly  you  who  performed  the  miracles  I 
have  now  beheld?” — “  No,  my  dear  Habib,” 
replied  the  genie,”  they  were  effe&ed  by  the” 
virtues  of  the  illudrious  Solomon,  and  you 
have  been  his  chofen  indrument.  You  know 
not  what  diforders  the  forgetting  my  counfels 
and  your  negligence  have  occafioned ;  but 
without  you,  the  evil  you  gave  rife  to  could 
fcarcely  have  been  repaired. 

“  When,  indead  of  hunting  the  fortieth 
door,  you  ruflaed  to  the  fliore  of  the  fea,  the 
gates  of  the  prilons,  in  which  the  rebel  haves 
were  confined,  indantly  opened,  and  they 
thronged  from  their  cells.  You  would  have 
become  the  firft  vidtim  of  their  fury,  had  you 
not  made  ufe  of  the  talifman,  to  the  name  of 
which  they  had  been  formerly  fubjecled.  But 
terrified  at  the  fight  of  this,  they  rofe  into  the 
air,  or  rufhed  into  the  waters,  and  produced 
the  temped  which  you  have  juft  beheld. 

**  I  followed  them  at  the  head  of  my  genies; 
and  we  began  the  furious  combat  of  which  you 
have  feen  the  effedts,  without  comprehending 
them.  You  then  employed  the  only  means 
which  were  in  your  power  ;  the  fuccefs  of 
which,  in  the  hands  of  a  faithful  Muffulman, 
wras  infallible.  That  indant  their  weapons  drop¬ 
ped  from  their  hands,  and,  afie&ed  with  a  fud- 
den  numbnefs,  they  fell  back,  like  lumps  of 
£arth.  .Our  warriours  have  put  them  in  chains, 
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Ihut  them  up  in  the  prifons  which  jcafl  them 
forth  :  But  without  your  afliftance,  the  com- 
bat  wo\ild  have  been  liill  going  on.  I  will 
not  reproach  you  for  the  inattention  which  do- 
lays  your  fuccefs,  and  expofesyou  to  unheard 
of  labours,  before  vou  can  reach  it:  it  is  more 
the  fault  of  love  than  of  yourfelf,  and  your 
paffion  is  the  efFeft  of  your  ftar. 

4 ‘  Recollect  the  knowledge  vvhich  you  mufl 
have  acquired  from  vifiting  the  treafures  of 
the  great  Solomom.  Every  where,  and  even 
in  yourfelf,  you  will  find  the  armour  which 
•  fecures  the  fuccefs  of  the  true  Knight :  he 
knows  that  they  prefent  themfelves  in  adverfi- 
ty,  more  readily  than  in  the  fortunate  fixa¬ 
tions  of  life. 

4 4  This  advice  is  the  lafi  you  will  ever  re¬ 
ceive  from  me. — You  are  in  a  career,  in  which 
it  would  be  fhameful  to  employ  trifling  means, 
in  order  to  obtain  fuccefs.  When  our  views  are 
directed  by  wifdom,  and  we  want  not  to  boall  of 
out  fuccefs,  the  afliftance  of  heaven  alone  can 
be  received  without  fhame,  and  folicited  with¬ 
out  meafure.  Farewell,  my  dear  Habib,  I 
leave  you  in  the  middle  of  every  want,  a  prey 
to  new  adventures  ;  but  I  believe  your  courage 
is  fufficient  for  every  thing.” 

ll’Haboul  left  Habib  on  a  rock.  The  fea  ' 
had  retired,  and  no  longer  dafhed  its  waves  a- 
the  foot  of  his  afvlum.  He  was  now 
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able  to  defcend,  and  walk  along  a  pretty  fliort 
fpace  that  lay  betwixt  one  rock  and  another  ; 
but  he  had  no  flicker  for  the  night,  and  faw 
no  refource  againfl:  hunger  and  thirft.  Such 
was  the  fituation  of  our  hero,  when  his  guar¬ 
dian  genie  difappeared. 

A  foul,  lefs  noble  than  his,  would  have  a- 
bandoned  itfelf  to  inquietude  ;  but  the  fcyme- 
tar  of  the  illuftrious  Solomon  {till  hung  at  his 
fide,  and  threatened  the  enemies  of  the  Al- 
mighty  ;  and  he  had  not  fo  much  to  fear  from 
others  as  from  himfelf. 

“  My  fault  had  humbled  me  !”  he  exclaim* 
ed,  **  but  Ood  raifed  me  up. 

Caucafus,  boaft  not  thyfelf  of  thy  enor¬ 
mous  fize,  and  of  the  hardnefs  of  thy  fubftance ; 
at  the  will  of  God  I  penetrated  into  thy 
bowels  l 

Earth  !  thou  art  behind  me  like  a  fright¬ 
ful  wall !  Sea  !  thy  boundlefs  plains  feem  to 
offer  nothing  to  my  fight,  but  fathomlefs  deeps ; 
but  hope  overleaps  thy  waters,  and  opens  a 
profpeft  to  me,  acrofs  the  vapours  which  brood 
upon  thy  furface !” 

And  in  reality,  Habib  difcovered  land  with¬ 
out  cxpefting  it.  It  was  the  moft  advanced 
point  of  the  White  Ifland,  which  formed  a  part 
of  the  dominions  of  Dorathil-Goafe.  In  the 
mean  time,  night  came  on ;  and  that  he  might 
uot  be  expofed  to  its  troublefome  damps,  he 
Voi*  in.  H  h  placed 
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placed  himfelf  betwixt  three  rocks,  in  order 
to  Ihelter  himfelf  from  a  cold  wind,  whole 
perpetual  a&ion  had  benumbed  his  body. 

At  day  break,  the  young  Muffulman  per¬ 
formed  his  ablution,  and  offered  up  his  prayers. 
He  then  rapidly  furveyed  the  land  which  fur- 
.rounded  him,  in  fearch  of  provifions  to  keep 
himfelf  alive.  The  caves  which  met  his  eye 
.were  filled  with  fhell-fifh ;  the  billows  had 
brought  along  with  them  fome  fragments  of 
herbs,  which  he  dried :  and  thus  he  provided 
for  his  wants,  till  his  defliny  fliould  call  him 
„to  more  interefting  events. 

One  morning,  as  Habib  had  placed  himfelf 
,upon  the  rock  which  jutted  farthefl  into  the 
fea,  in  order,  if  pofiible,  to  defcry  fome  veflel, 
Jie  allowed  himfelf  to  he  overcome  by  a  gentle 
fleep.  Three  daughters  of  the  fea  fuddenly  raif- 
ed  their  heads  above  the  water.  “  He  is  afleep, 
filers,”  faid  one  of  the  Naiads  to  the  other 
.two.  “  Let  us  approach  him,  and  endeavour 
to  difeover  who  he  is.  You  will  be  delighted 
to  fee  him  ;  he  is  beautiful  as  the  firft  ray  of 
the  fun.  Yeflerday  I  faw  him  bending  ov^r 
the  water  to  perform  his  ablution,  and  he  feem- 
.ed  to  give  alivelinefs  to  its  colour  ;  you  would 
have  affirmed,  that  the  bottom  of  the  fea  was 
ft  rewed  with  rofes.  But  that  we  may  view 
f  im  more  at  our  eafe,  we  mull  lull  him  fp 
fall  afleep,  that  he  fhall  not  be  awakened  by 

the 
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the  noife  we  are  going  to  make  around  him. 
Give  me  your  hand,  and  let  us  go  round  in  »■ 
circle,  till  he  be  in  a  profound  fleep.” 

As  foon  as  the  daughters  of  the  fea  were 
certain  of  the  effeft  of  their  enchantment,  they 
cRme  out  of  the  water.  They  fpread  their 
golden  treffes,  which  had  been  bound  in  a  fin- 
gle  lock,  upon"  their  fnoulders ;  the  gentle  ze¬ 
phyrs  foon  reftored  its  grace  and  lightnefs  to 
this  hair;  a  fluff,  woven  with  fea  weeds,  as 
fine  as  gauze,  hung  from  their  Ihculders,  and 
encompaffed  their  loins  ;  their  limbs,  adorned 
with  bufkins  of  pearl,  and  their  arms  decked 
with  bracelets  of  coral,  rendered  them  as  com¬ 
pletely  beautiful,  as  they  were  captivating. 
All  three  ftole  a  look  into  the  water,  and, 
pleafcd  with  themfelves  and  their  drefs,  they' 
furrounded  the  Knight. 

“  What  a  ^autiful  joung  man  3”  faid  the 
eldeft  of  the  three  ;  “  Were  this  a  Knight !” 

is  one  affuredly,”  faid  the  youngefl  ; 
look  at  his  fabre,  but  touch  it  not;  for  I 
touched  its  handle,  and  it  has  burnt  me.” 

Ilzaide  3”  faid  the  tided  to  the  youngefl, 
*e  mufl  learn  who  he  is,  and  whence  he  came.' 
He  may  have  been  driven  hither  by  the  tern- 
P«ft  ;  yet  no  part  of  his  drefs  indicates  his  be~> 
ing  fhipwrecked.  Bring  me  one  of  the  largeft 
Ibells  you  can  find  upon  the  fund,  and  fill  if 
with  water.” 


Hh  a 
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llzaide  obeyed  :  the  £hell  was  brought  ;  and 
the  elded  of  the  daughters  of  the  fea  then? 
gently  took  a  lock  of  Habib’s  hair.  “  We 
are  going,”  faid  die,  “  to  make  what  I  hold 
in  my  hand  blab  out  all  the  fecrats  of  the 
head  in  which  it  grows.”  She  immediately 
plunged  it  into  the  water,  and  drew  it  around 
the  fhell  in  a  circular  motion.  “  Stir  the  wa¬ 
ter  well,”  faid  {he  to  her  fillers  ;  “  the  more  it 
is  troubled,  the  more  didin£tly  I  fhall  fee.” — 
“  Look  filler,”  faid  llzaide,  “  I  believe  the 
hair  is  melted ;  the  water  is  turned  into  the 
colour  of  the  firmament,  where  dars  appear, 
but  the  bottom  of  the  fhell  cannot  now  be 
feen.” — “  So  much  the  better,”  replied  the  eld¬ 
ed  ;  u  after  night  comes  the  day.  Stoop  down, 
and  obferve  the  picture  which  is  formed.”— 
i(  There  is  a  country  filled  with  trees,  under 
whofe  fhade  flocks  are  feeding  ! — And  there 
are  tents  !” — “  He  is  a  native  of  Arabia.” 

“  Of  Arabia  !  fillers,”  faid  the  one  of  th^ 
three  who  had  not  yet  fpoken ;  “  it  is  from 
Arabia,  that  Dorathil-Goafe,  our  Queen,  ex¬ 
perts  her  deliverer  !  How  happy  fhould  we 
be  were  this  her  brave  Knight !  He  would 
afluredly  deliver  Uo  from  Racachik,  and  all  his. 
race.” — “  But  the  water  fays  nothing  of  this. 
Trouble  it  again,  that  we  may  know  through 
what  places  he  has  pafied.” 
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u  Ah!  fitter,”  faid  Jlzaide;  “  the  water' 
becomes  black,  black  !” — “  It  is  all  well!” 
replied  the  eldeft ;  “  the  truth  will  come  forth 
more  bright.  Repeat  the  motion  !” — “  Sif¬ 
ter  !”  faid  thefecond ;  “  fee  the  water  is  turn¬ 
ing  white.” — Oh  !  what  a  difmal  fight  13 
there  ! — It  is  compofed  of  mountains,  fands, 
and  defer ts,”  added  the  eldeft  ;  “all  thefe  he 
hath  trodden  alone,  for  I  fee  none  but  him  in 
the  water.  He  mutt  poffefs  great  vigour  and 
courage. — Trouble,  trouble  the  w  ater  again  ! 
for  the  road  which  I  fee  him  take  could  net 
have  conduced  him  to  this  place. — Heavens  !” 
exclaimed  (he,  “  I  fee  the  bowrels  of  the  earth. 
That  is  enough,  fitters;  for  fo  far  as  I  can  per¬ 
ceive,  the  water  will  not  reveal  to  us  any  of 
the  fecrets  of  his  heart ;  but  I  know  a  way  in 
which  we  are  more  likely  to  learn  them ;  and 
you  know  it  is  of  the  utmott  confequence  for 
us  to  difeover  them ;  for  we  have  been  in¬ 
formed,  that  we  can  be  delivered  from  our 
diftreffes,  and  the  tyranny  under  wThich  we 
groan,  by  a  complete  lover,  who  is  not  in  love 
with  ourfelves.” — “  Certainly,’’  replied  11- 
zaide,  with  great  livelinefs,  “  a  Knight,  who¬ 
ever  he  is,  cannot  be  our  lover,  fince  we  have 
never  feen  him.” — “  But  when  he  fiiall  open 
his  eyes,”  replied  the  eldett,  “  he  mutt  necef- 
farily  fee  us  :  Be  careful  then  to  caft  down 
yours,  fitter;  for  they  have  a  more  captivating 
H  h  3  look  * 
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look  than  ours  ;  and  Ihould  he  become  ena¬ 
moured  of  you,  all  our  hopes  would  be  loft/’ 
— “  Sifter,  he  will  love  you  rather  than  me” 
replied  llzaide.* — “  The  great  Solomon  pre¬ 
fer  ve  both  of  us  from  this  !”  added  the  eldeft  ; 
f<  but,  in  my  apprehenlion,  we  are  very  much 
expofed.  However,  fince  we  muft  gain  his 
good  graces,  in  order  to  have  a  claim  upon  his 
fervices,  let  us  diligently  engage  in  what  we 
can  do  for  that  purpofe. 

“  Firft,  I  fee  he  is  in  want  of  every  thing. 
Thefe  regions  have  furniftied  him  with  nothing 
except  fomc  marine  plants,  and  Ihell-fiih,  which 
he  hath  eaten  raw.  Let  us  prepare  for  him, 
when  he  /hall  awake,  fuch  a  repaft  as  we  can 
procure  from  our  neighbourhood.  Go  Ilzaide,. 
you  are  more  nimble  than  the  goat,  which 
bounds  from  rock  to  rock,  oblige  it  to  give 
you  of  its  milk  !  Fill  a  fhell  with  it,  whofe 
top  and  bottom  you  muft  (hut  with  aromatic 
herbs.  Penetrate  into  the  caverns  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  ;  you  will  find,  in  fecret  places,  fruits  and 
flowers  ;  make  choice  of  whatever  you  think 
will  be  moft  agreeable  to  the  fight,  the  tafte, 
and  the  1‘mell.  My  filler  and  I  will  think  of 
the  reft,  and  will  doourutmoft  to  prefent  him 
with  a  collation,  as  complete  as  thefe  dreary 
defer ts  canfurniftn” 

Scarcely  was  Ilzaide  gone,  when  the  eldeft 
laid  open  her  project  to  the  filler  file  had  kept 
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with  her.  “I  know,”  faid  {he,  “  branches 
of  coral  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  two  of  which 
would  load  a  camel.  We  will  place  four  of 
thefe  here  in  a  fquare,  which  we  will  cover 
with  a  fluff  like  that  with  which  we  are  dreff- 
ed ;  and  thus  we  will  form  a  pavilion.  We 
will  next  gather  fea  wreck,  which  we  will 
perfume  after  it  is  dried,  and  this  will  ferve 
for  a  fopha.  We  will  make  a  table  of  flones, 
and  cover  it  with  a  lace  that  has  never  been 
dyed.  The  belt  fifh  of  the  fea,  boiled  and  dri¬ 
ed  in  the  fun,  fha.ll  beferved  up,  with  the  eggs 
of  birds,  which  I  will  drive  from  their  nells, 
and  the  fruits  and  milk,  which  our  lifter  mull 
bring,  will  complete  the  entertainment. — As 
foon  as  a  genie  leaves  his  element,  his  power 
is  limited.  Here  induftry  mull  fupply  the 
place  of  power,  and  order  and  tafte  that  of  a- 
bundance.  Want  will  make  every  thing  va¬ 
luable,  and  gratitude  will  acknowledge  the 
fmalleft  favour.” 

Ilzaide  bad  returned,  the  pavilion  was  pre¬ 
pared,  and  adorned,  the  table  was  covered,  and 
nothing  now  remained,  but  to  fufpend  the  ef- 
fe6t  of  the  magical  charm,  which  prolonged 
the  fleep  of  Habib.  But  it  was  necefiary,  that 
he  fhould  awake  on  the  fopha,  aear  which  the 
table  was  placed,  and  having  the  three  fillers 
©ppofite  to  him. 
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44  Let  us  fee  now,  fillers,”  faid  the  eldeft,  44  ifr 
this  is  the  Arabian  Knight,  the  lover  of  Dora-' 
thil-Goafe.  I  am  about  to  employ  a  mean: 
which  will  infallibly  be  fuccefsfull.  Raife 
your  hands,  and  keep  them  in  a  gentle  motion 
while  I  am  going  to  fpeak  :  44  By  the  great 
Prophet  Solomon ,  Knight ,  in  the  name  of  Dora*' 
thil-Goafe ,  I  awaken  thee  7” 

“  Dorathil-Goafe  !”  exclaimed  Habib, 
**  ftarting  from  his  fleep,  and  fitting  up  on  the 
fopha.  fie  looked  around  him,  and  was  at 
once  dazzled  and  confounded.  Three  beautiful 
young  women,  almoft  naked*  a  table  loaded 
with  the  moll  favory  difhes,  fruits,  flow¬ 
ers,  a  pavilion  all  of  purple  and  coral,  and  the 
endearing  name  of  Dorathil-Goafe,  all  contri* 
buted  to  produce  this  effect. 

“  Dorathil-Goafe  !”  exclaimed  he,  refuming 
his  courage,  44  and  looking  around  him,  where 
is  my  beloved  Dorathil-Goafe?” — 44  She  is 
not  here,  Knight,”  replied  the  eldeft  of  the  filters, 
but  you  are  in  view  of  one  of  the  iflands,  which 
have  been  taken  from  her,  by  the  rebel  genietf. 
You  can  difcern  the  land  acrofs  that  arm  of  the 
fea.  It  appears  from  this  like  a  thick  vapour 
bounding  the  horizon. 

44  Are  you  of  her  train  ?  Whither  am  I  tran- 
fported  ?”  faid  the  young  Sultan,  full  of  emo¬ 
tion, — 44  We  are,”  replied  the  eldeft  fifter, 
*4  'daughters  of  the  fea,  and  though  at  prefent 

fubje&ed; 


ARABIAN  TALKS.. 


3% 

fubjedted,  much  againft  our  inclination,  to  the 
laws  of  the  rebel  Abarikaf,  and  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  rule  of  the  monfter  Racachik,  yet  our 
faithful  hearts  own  fubmillion  to  no  fovereign 
but  DorathihGoafe.” 

Where  are  thefe  ufurpers  replied  Ha¬ 
bib,  enflamed  with  anger:  “I  will  free  the 
world  from  them.” — **  Sir,”  replied  the  eldeR 
of  the  three  Naiads,  “  they  are  both  beyond 
the  reach  of  your  ftrokes.  Abarikaf  is  on  the 
Black  Ifland,  and  before  you  arrive  there  you 
have  fix  to  crofs.  Racachik  is  on  the  White 
Ifland,  which  is  feen  from  this.” — u  I  will  at¬ 
tack ‘him  inflantly,”  faid  Habib. — “  The  at¬ 
tempt  is  pra&icable,  but  new  means  muft  be 
employed.” — They  will  eafily  be  found,  ad¬ 
ded  the  hero  :  I  am  here  in  the  middle  of  an 
enchantment,  for  which  I  am,  without  doubt, 
indebted  to  the  kindnefs  of  Il’Haboul,  or 
the  favour  of  Dorathil-Goafe :  but  where  am 
I  ?” — •“  Oh  the  fame  rock  on  vliich  you  were 
afleep  yefterday,  and  we  have  endeavoured  to 
render  every  thing  more  commodious  for 
you.” — “  I  thank  you,”  faid  Habib :  your 
power  appears  to  me  to  depend  on  more  charms 
than  one  ;  but  if  you  are  difpofed  to  continue 
your  goodnefs  to  me,  might  not  theleaft  power¬ 
ful  of  them  all  be  employed  to  change  this 
pavilion  into  a  boat,  wThicli  might  at  once  tran- 
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fport  me  to  the  ifland  where  the  enemy  0FD0-- 
rathil-Goafe  commands?” 

“  Knight !”  replied  the  eldeft  of  the  fillers 
of  thefea,  “although  we  are  three  lifters,  daugh¬ 
ters  of  genies,  and  genies  ourfelves,  yet  there 
is  neither  charm  nor  enchantment  here.  This 
pavilion,  and  this  frugal  repaft,  are  the  effeft 
of  means  altogether  natural ;  the  fatigues  you 
have  experienced  fince  your  departure  from 
Arabia,  muft  necefiarily  have  exhaufted  your 
vigour  ;  partake  with  confidence  of  thefe  difties, 
which  friendly  hinds  have  prepared.  You 
will  not  fufpeft  our  zeal,  when  we  allure 
you,  that  in  avenging  our  Queen  on  the  tyrant 
Racachik,  you  will  do  us  a  greater  fervice  than 
if  jou  had  reftored  us  to  freedom  and  repofe. 
— But  I  will  fay  no  more,  if  you  refufe  to  talle 
of  the  dilhes  we  have  fet  before  you.” 

Habib  yielded  toher  importunities,  and  the 
daughter  of  the  waters  thus  went  on  :  “Ever 
fince  Abarikaf  completed  his  attempt  in  bir¬ 
ring  up  a  fpirit  of  difalfe£lian  through  all  the 
dependant  provinces  of  Dorathil-Goafe,  he  has 
given  the  command  of  the  White  Ifland,  the’ 
frontier  of  his  dominions,  to  the  genic  Raca¬ 
chik,  the  moll  cruel  and  infamous  of  all  the 
wretches  under  his  government. 

“Thismonfter,  before  he  repaired  to  theftand- 
ards  of  Abarikaf,  infefted  the  feas  in  the  lhape 
•f  an  ‘enormous  Ibark  ;  he  purfued  veflels,  and 
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by  the  poifon  of  his  looks,  charmed  all  the 
failors  and  paflengers  by  whom  he  was  per¬ 
ceived.  Unhappy  they,  whofe  attention  he 
was  able  to  attract  !  Their  heads  turned  round, 
they  dropped  into  the  fea,  and  the  monfter  drag¬ 
ged  them  under  the  waves,  to  devour  them. 
He  is  ttill  perpetually  tormented  with  this 
^rage  ;  and  when  he  does  not  meet  with  Gran¬ 
gers  to  fatisfy  his  voracity,  he  gluts  himfelf 
with  the  fubjtfts  of  the  Queen.  The  tyrant 
Abarikaf  authorifes  him  in  this  ;  and  both  of 
them  have  fworn  to  extirpate  the  pofterity  of 
Adam. 

“  He  cannot  indeed  kill  us,  but  we  are  refer- 
ved  for  torments  more  cruel  than  death.  From 
among  us  he  choofes  his  wives  and  his  flaves. 
Thefe  he  changes  with  every  moon,  and  at  her 
next  increafe,  my  fitters  and  I  mutt  enter  a 
pond  of  fait  water,  which  ferves  him  as  a 
harem  ;  the  fatal  term  is  determined  in  three 
days  !  Should  you  attack  the  monfter,  what 
earoeft  prayers  for  your  fuccefs  will  we  otter 
up  !  Yet  we  mutt  not  conceal  the  dangers  you 
-.mutt  run. 

“  lhat  he  might  be  able  to  live  upon  the 
.land,  the  monfter  has  alfumed  a  human  body, 
retaining,  however,  the  head  of  the  ftiark,  on 
account  of  the  triple  row  of  teeth  with  which 
it  is  armed ;  he  would  quit  it,  if  he  could 
conceive  one  .more  voracious.  His  gigantic 
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body  is  covered  with  enchanted  fhells,  which 
ferve  him  for  armour.;  that  of  a  large  tortoife 
forms  his  buckler,  and  an  enormous  (hell  is 
placed  upon  his  head,  in  the  Ihape  of  an  hel¬ 
met*;  and  the  fnout  of  a  fword  filh,  fix  cubits 
long,  ferves  him  for  a  fpear.  He  mounts  a  fea 
horfe,  as  frightful  as  himfelf ;  and  when  they 
both  kindle  for  battle,  the  yells  of  the  Knight 
are  flill  more  dreadful  than  thofe  of  his  fteed. 

“For  a  fab  re,  he  carries  the  rib  of  a  whale, 
which  he  has  rendered  {harper  than  fteel ;  and 
fo  heavy  are  his  arms  and  his  armour,  that 
all  his  ftrokes  are  m6rtal.  Human  ftrength  is 
of  no  avail  againfl:  him,  for  every  thing  which 
he  wears,  and  every  weapon  he  employs,  is  en¬ 
chanted*” — “  Madam !”  interrupted  Habib 
with  livelinefs,  “  could  I  not,  in  three  days,  be 
carried  to  the  ifland  which  Racachik  is  defla¬ 
ting  ?  Haften  as  much  as  poflible  the  means  of 
tranfporting  me.  I  now  arife,  and  hear  I 
fwear,  not  to  fit  down  till  I  have  accomplifhed 
the  vengeance  of  heaven  on  this  barbarous  foe 
of  humanity.” 

As  he  pronounced  this  oath,  the  countenance 
of  Habib  brightened,  and  afliimedfo  fublime  a 
charade r,  that  it  would  have  infpired  a  whole 
army  with  courage.  He  took  fome  fleps  in  the 
pavilion,  and  the  dignity  of  his  gait,  and  the 
noble  and  lofty  graces  of  his  motions,  heighten¬ 
ed  the  expreffion  of  his  features. 
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TIzaide,  concealing  her  head  behind  that  of 
her  eldeft  filler,  “  A  hero  !  lifter,”  faid  Ihe, 
u  never  did  I  fee  one. — What  is  £0  beautiful 
asahero  I — I  tremble— to  love  him.10 — “Ife&r 
it  is  no  longer  time  for  you  to  tremble,”  re¬ 
plied  the  eldeft. 

“Valiant  Knight!”  continued  {he,  addref¬ 
ling  the  Sultan,  we  are  more  eager  than  your- 
felf,  to  procure  you  the  means  of  delivering  us 
from  the  tyrant  by  whom  we  are  opprelkd. 
In  one  of  the  windings  of  this  mountain,  there 
is  a  marlh  full  of  reeds,  remarkably  tall  and 
flrong.  Of  thefe  we  will  form  a  raft,  on  which, 
taking  the  advantage  of  a  calm  fea,  we  our- 
felves  will  conduct  you  to  the  White  Illand. 
Meanwhile,  xepofe  yourfelf,  and  continue  to 
•take  your  repall  in  tranquillity.  “  Siller,” 
faid  Ihe  to  Ilzaide,  “  let  us  go  immediately  and 
prepare  the  raft  “  I  will  follow  you,”  re¬ 
plied  Habib.  “  I  neither  want  addrefs  nor 
flrength,  and  can  fhare  in  your  labours.” 

“  My  lifters  and  1  will  be  fulHcient  for  it,” 
replied  the  eldeft.  4‘  We  mull  pafs  betwixt  two 
waters,  into  a  place  which  to  you  would  be  in- 
acceftible :  you  fhall  fee  us  again  in  a  little :  we 
are  eager  to  'enable  you  to  perform  the  vow 
you  have  made  ;  and  to-morrow  morning  we 
will  depart  for  the  White  Illand.” 

Saying  this  they  went  away,  -and  by  fpring- 
ing  from  rock  to  rock,  they  reached  afmallemi- 
VoIm  III.  I  i 
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nence  bordering  on  the  Tea.  There, while  they 
were  tacking  up  their  garments,  and  twitting 
their  hair  for  plunging  into  the  fea,  the  youngett 
of  the  fitters  faid  to  het  companions  ;  “  Being 
thus  left  alone,  the  hours  will  be  tedious  and 
wearifome  to  him.” — “  You  would  have  been 
extremely  glad  to  have  kept  him  company,” 
replied  the  eldeft  to  her ;  “  and  while  we  were 
engaged  in  conftru&ing  the  raft,  you  would 
liave  laboured  to  ruin  it :  Sifter  !  you  have  al¬ 
ready  traVerfed  the  fea,  but  you  know  not  all 
its  dangers  :  let  us  go  where  duty  calls.”  All 
the  three  then  plunged  into  the  water,  and  went 
to  prepare  the  raft. 

Habib  having  finifhed  his  repaft,  and  feeing 
the  day  haftening  to  a  clofe,  performed  his  ablu¬ 
tion,  offered  up  his  prayers,  knd  peacefully 
committed  himfelf  to  tteep,  expecting  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  daughters  of  the  fea.  The  early 
rays  of  the  fun  foon  ftruck  his  eyelids  ;  his 
looks  were  immediately  dire&ed  to  the  ex- 
panfe  which  feparated  him  from  the  White 
Ifland,  and  his  eyes  eagerly  meafured  its  extent. 
Suddenly  he  perceived  upon  the  fea,  which 
was  fcarcely  ruffled  by  the  gentle  zephyrs,  an 
unufual  motion ;  he  could  diftinguilh  an  objedl 
advancing  rapidly  towards  the  fliore,  and  feve- 
ral  heads  raifed  above  the  water  called  upon 
him.  “  Come  knight !  mount  this  raft.”  He 
recognized  the  voice  of  the  daughters  of  the 
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Tea,  and  fprang  upon  the  tender  vefiel,  which 
immediately  rowed  through  the  waves. 

Eight  dolphins  were  yoked  to  the  raft ;  the 
cldeit  of  the  Naiads,  with  her  body  raifed  above 
the  water  down  to  her  girdle,  and  fupporting 
her  two  hands  on  the  ftern  of  the  veflel,  ferv- 
ed  it.  for  a  rudder.  The  two  younger,  fwim- 
ming  each  at  a  fide,  preferved  th$  equilibrium 
with  one  of  their  hands  ;  and  Habib,  wholly  oc¬ 
cupied  with  his  project,  fat  upon  the  raft. 

The  whole  of  the  White  Ifland  was  foon  in 
*  view.  The  palace  cf  the  tyrant,  built  of  coral 
and  fhells,  appeared  upon  the  moll  prominent 
point  of  the  ifland.  The  guards,  having  per¬ 
ceived  the  warrior  at  a  great  diftance,  founded 
the  alarm,  and  announced  his  arrival  to  Raca- 
chik  ;  and  the  monfter  thought  himfelf  al¬ 
ready  in  pofleflion  of  a  new  prey.  “  Let  him 
advance,”  faid  he  ;  “alk  at  him  whathe  wants  ? 
Dearly  fliall  he  certainly  learn,  that  no  Gran¬ 
ger  lands  here  without  meafuring  his  flrength 
and  courage  with  mine.  Meanwhile  I  will  arm 
my  felf,  th  at'I  may  give  him  a  fuitable  reception.” 

I  n  the  mean  time,  the  raft  reached  the  fhore  ; 
and  Habib  having  fprung  from  it  with  great 
agility,  was  joined  by  one  of  the  centinels,  a 
kind  of  amphibious  monfter,  who  propofed 
queftions  to  him  as  he  had  been  ordered. 
“  Go,”  faid  Habib,  tell  thy  mafter,  that  I 
am  come  here  to  engage  him.” — 11  You  are 
I i  a  not 
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not  armedr”  replied  the  monfter,  “  and  you 
have  no  horfe.” — “  You  know  nothing  about 
the  matter,”  replied  the  Sultan  {  “-my  turban 
is  as  ftrong  as  an  helmet ;  and  my  fcymetar 
fupplics  the  place  of  a  cuirafs  and  a  fhield,  and 
I  have  no  need  of  an  horfe  ;  only  let  your  maf- 
ter  dare  to  attack  me !  I  challenge  him,  together 
with  all  his  power.” 

This  meffage  was  delivered.  Racachik  be¬ 
came  furious.  Covered  with  his  fcales,  and 
mounted  upon  his  frightfull  fea  horfe,  whofe 
unweildy  gallop  raifed  a  cloud  of duft,he  haftened 
towards  the  fliore,  and  feeing  the  hero,  “  Con¬ 
temptible  offspring  of  Adam,”  faid  he  to  him, 
“  fatellite  of  Mahomet !  Thy  head  is  full  of 
vanity,  becaufe,  like  other  worms,  thou  creep- 
eft  not  on  the  earth ;  and  becaufe  it  is  raifed 
three  cubits  above  the  mud  of  which  it  was 
formed.  Doft  thou  dare  to  infult  and  defy  tfie 
genie  Racachik  !  Receive  the  punifhment  of 
thy  audacity.”  At  the  fame  time  he  pufhed 
his  horfe  towards  Habib,  and  prepared  to  pierce 
him  with  his  terrible  fpear.  * 

The  young  hero  drew  his  fcymetar,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  ft roke  "could  reach  him,  the  fpear  of 
his  adverfary  was  jfhivered  to  pieces.  The  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  fhoek  benumbed  the  arm  of  the 
tyrant,  his  horfe  reared,  and,  no  longer  obedi¬ 
ent  to  the  hand  of  the  rider,  ruihed  with  him  to 
‘the  fttore,  and  was  overturned  with  him. 
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Racachik,  now  confcious  of  his  danger,  cal¬ 
led  to  him  all  the  powers  that  were  under  his 
command.  At  that  very  inflant  the  fea  was  a- 
gitated,  and  call  them  forth.  The  fhore  was 
covered  with  fea  calves,  and  lions,  and  the 
whales  approaching  it,  fpurted  up  fuch  tor¬ 
rents  of  water ,  as  appeared  to  form  an  Infup- 
perable  barrier  betwixt  the  young  Sultan  and 
his  adverfary.  The  whole  coafl  re-echoed  with 
difmal  yells,  and  all  the  monflers  fummoned 
by  Racachik,  at  once  rufhed  upon  the  hero. 
For  fome  time  he  maintained  the  combat  with 
his  fcymetar  ;  but,  overpowered  by  numbers, 
and  finding  that  his  efforts  would  foon  be  vain, 
he  thrice  brand ifiied  his  fcymetar  in  the  air,  and 
with  confidence  pronounced  the  formidable  word 
Power .  This  produced  an  immediate  effect:  the 
monflers  who  had  been  able  to  i^ift  thefword, 
conflrained  by  a  fuperior  power,  rufhed  again 
into  the  gulfs  from  which  they  had  ifiued  forth. 
Racachik  ftill  ventured  to  appear,  and  with 
the  whales  rib  which  he  wore  inflead  of  a  fcy¬ 
metar,  endeavoured  to  oppofe  the  formidable 
armour  of  Solomon  ;  but  it  broke  into  a  thous¬ 
and  pieces  ;  and  his  fcaly  body,  together  w  ith 
his  enchanted  armour,  was  reduced  to  dull. — 
“  Go,  wretch  !’*  faid  Habib,  “  and  groan  thro* 
eternity  in  the  caverns  of  Caucafus  V*  At  that 
inflant,  all  the  remains  of  the  monflers  difap-. 
peared,  the  coafl  was  left  clear  and  folitary, 
I  i  3  and 
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and  Racacbik  exited  no  more  but  in  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  revolted  genies. 

A  mournful  and  penfive  filence  fucceeded 
the  agitation  of  this  terrible  fcene.  And  the 
victorious  Habib,  recognizing  the  will  of  the 
deftinies,iell  upon  his  knees,  before  that  being 
who  watched  over  him,  and  thus  exclaimed. 

“  O  thou  power,  whom  nothing  can  refill ! 
thy  enemies  are  overthrown  ;  at  thy  breath 
they  hate  disappeared :  and  what  has  become 
of  their  remains  ? 

“  The  fire  which  confumes  the  flubble  of  har- 
veft,  leaves  fome  traces  behind,  but  thy  ene¬ 
mies  are  deftroyed ;  and  where  are  their 
allies? 

“  The  feeble  reed,  in  the  hands  of  the  fer- 
vant  of  God,  has  more  force  than  the  oak  in  the 
hands  of  the  wicked, 

“  I  placed  myfelf  on  the  bow  of  Mahomet 
and  Solomon ;  they  (hot  me  at  this  'curfed  race,, 
and  I  have  wholly  deftroyed  it !” 

Habib  arofe,  overpowered  with  the  bleflings 
he  had  received,  and  perceived  not  the  fnare 
which  gratitude  was  fpreading  for  his  modefty, 
-  The  Ihore  was  covered  with  the  daughters 
of  the  fea,  who  Were  crowned  with  fea  plants, 
and  girded  with  garlands.  They  had  come  to  pay 
homage  to  their  deliverer,  and  lay  the  tre  fures 
of  their  element  at  his  fe  t.  The  melodious 
harmony  of  their  voices,  and  the  graces  of  th  ir 
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mein,  would  have  foftened  the  moft  favage 
bread.  They  croudedaroundthehero,  and  prof- 
trated  themfelves  at  his  knees.  The  young  II- 
zaide  and  her  fillers  were  more  eagerthan  the 
red  ;  but  Habib,  confounded  with  thefe  marks 
of  refpedt,  refufedto  receive  them.  “  I  have 
done  nothing  for  you,”  faid  he,  “  and  you  are 
under  no  obligation  to  a  man  who  has  fcarcely 
fulfilled  his  duty :  Is  there  no  mofque  here,  in 
which  to  worlhip  the  Deity  ?  Let  us  repair 
to  the  temple,  thither  I  will  march  before  you. 
Is  there  any  faithful  fubjeft  of  Dorathil-Goafe 
prefent  ?  To  her  I  will  remit  your  prefents, 
for  whom  alone  I  ought  to  accept  them.” 

At  that  inllant,  a  genie,  named  Balazan, 
and  in  his  natural  fhape,  prefented  himfelft 
His  head  was  bent  under  the  load  of  years,  his 
wings  were  broken,  and  his  body  galled  with 
the  chains  with  which  the  tyrant  had  loaded 
him.  “  Sir  !”  faid  he,  “  in  the  time  of  Queen 
Camarilzaman,  we  had  three  mofques  in  this 
place,  but  Racachik  has  profaned  and  defiroy- 
ed  them.  That  heap  of  ruins  which  you  be¬ 
hold,  is  the  remains  of  a  city  which  he  plun¬ 
dered,  devouring  all  its  inhabitants.  Since 
that  time  the  illand  has  been  without  com¬ 
merce  or  cultivation.  I  had  been  appointed 
to  the  command  of  it  by  Illaboufatrou  ;  but  Ra¬ 
cachik,  at  his  arrival,  caufed  me  be  fliut  up 
in  the  dungeon,  from  which  I  have  juft  efcap- 
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ed  by  your  power.  I  come  to  pay  hcrmag^ 
to  the  ambaflador  of  Solomon,  in  whofe  hands 
thefword  of  that  prophet  fliines  on  this  rtiore, 
and  to  own  fubje&ion  to  the  deliverer  of  the 
children  of  God,  and  the  avenger  of  Dorathil- 
Goafe.” 

44  Come,  Balazan !”  replied  Habib,  44  in 
the  name  of  the  great  Prophet,  and  of  Dora- 
thil-Goafe,  whofe  Knight  I  am,  I  reftore  to 
you  all  the  power  with  which  you  were  for¬ 
merly  inverted.  Take  thefe  treafures  which 
you  behold  at  my  feet,  canfe  the  mofques  be 
rebuilt,  and  from  the  top  of  the  minarets  let 
the  muczin  invite  to  them  the  faithful  fuby  &s 
whom  fear  has  difperfed.  Govern  here  in  the 
name  of  Mahomet,  of  the  illuftrious  Solomon, 
and  of  your  Queen.  Every  where  re-eftablilh 
order,  and  aflift  me  in  conveying  myfelf  to  Me- 
dinaz-il- bailor/* 

44  Noble,  and  valiant  Knight  !”  replied  Ba¬ 
laian,  44  with  confidence  I  receive  your  orders, 
and  fubmit  to  them,  in  the  name  of  the  power¬ 
ful  Creator  of  the  univerfe.  But,  Sir  !  it  is 
beyond  my  power  to  give  you  any  afliftance 
in  your  journey  to'  the  place  whither  you  are 
called  by  fate.  The  ifland  is  deftitute  of  eve¬ 
ry  veflel  for  navigation,  and  the  road  through 
the  air  is  ufelefs,  fincq,  as  you  fee,  my 
wings  are  cut !  And  had  they  ftill  all  their 
rtrength,  yet  Abarikaf  is  fo  completely  maf- 
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ter  of  the  paflages  on  high,  that  my  refources 
would  be  of  no  avail.  You  muft  continue  to 
pafs  from  ifland  to  ifland,  in  the  fame  way  in 
which  you  were  conduced  thither.  Avail 
yourfelf  of  the  enthufiafm,  which  your  perfon 
and  virtues  have  fpread  among  the  genies  of 
the  fea.  Efface  from  their  remembrance,  the 
dangers  to  which  they  have  been  expofed  to¬ 
gether  with  you  ;  and  they  will  be  able  to  con¬ 
duct  you  into  the  very  centre  of  your  enemies 
forces.  The  reft  mull  be  the  work  of  your 
valour,  and  of  the  high  decrees  of  deftiny. 

“  Terror  has  already  infected  the  Yellow 
and  the  Red  Inlands.  Mokjlras,  the  tyger  of 
the  fea,  and  lort  of  the  dreadful  tyrant,  from 
whom  you  have  juft  delivered  us,  has  the 
command  of  them  both.  Informed  of  the  de¬ 
feat  of  his  father,  he  has  alfeady  taken  every 
precaution  which  fear  ern  fuggeft.  Difficul¬ 
ties  await  you,  but  if  you  are  able  to  furmount 
them,  you  muft  take  pofteffion  of  the  fkin  of 
this  monfter,  and  make  a  ftandard  of  it,  at  the 
light  of  which  the  Red  Ifland  will  immediate¬ 
ly  fubmit.” 

Habib  then  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  eldeft 
of  the  daughters  of  the  fea,  faid  to  her,  “  If  I 
could  here  And  a  fifherman’s  bark,  or  a  fmall 
boat,  I  would  inftantly  fet  fail  for  the  Yellow 
Ifland  ;  but  as  thefe  cannot  be  procured,  would 
-the  genies  of  your  element  refufe  me  their 
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aid  ?” — “  Should  fear,”  replied  fhe,  “  deter 
them  from  the  enterprife,  or  fhould  they  be 
ignorant  of  the  high  degree  of  confidence,  that 
a  Knight  like  you  deferves,  my  lifters  and  I 
would  teach  them  their  duty.  The  dolphins 
can  ftill  condu&  your  raft  within  a  league  of 
the  land  ;  but  it  would  be  dangerous  for  them 
to  go  farther,  on  account  of  the  preparations 
which  Mokilras  will  have  taken.” — “  What 
is  it  to  fwim  a  league  ?”  faid  Habib,  44  for  a 
man  determined  to  undertake  every  thing  in 
the  profecution  of  his  duty.” 

44  O  generous  Knight  !” replied  the  daughter 
of  the  fea,  44  who  would  refufe  to  follow  you, 
were  it  only  to  fee,  and  hear,  and  admire  you  ? 
But  are  you  not  afraid  of  being  yourfelf  de¬ 
voured  by  the  monfters  of  the  deep?” — “  I 
am  afraid  of  nothing,  Madam,  but  of  not  ex¬ 
ecuting,  as  I  ought,  the  will  of  my  deftiny  in 
the  fervice  of  youf  Queen.” — 44  Depend  upon 
us,  valiant  hero  !  my  lifters  and  I  will  referve 
for  outlelves  the  honour  of  aflifting  you.” 

That  inftant  the  raft  departed,  and  feemed 
to  fly  over  the  water's.  They  could  already 
diftinguifh  the  commotions  which  were  taking 
place  on  the  Yellow  lfland;  and  were  only  a 
league  diftant  from  it,  when  the  dolphins, 
warned  by  their  inftinft,  fuddenly  flopped,  and 
ftruggled  to  break  the  chains  which  bound 
them  to  the  raft.  6ne  of*  the  lifters  advanced 
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and  cut  them  ;  and  the  raft  remained  motion- 
lefs.  In  a  fliort  time,  a  billow,  which  the  fea 
monfters  raifed,  feemed  about  to  fwallow  it  up; 
but  Habib,  who  favv  that  not  a  moment  was 
to  be  loft,  in  delivering  his  lovely  companions 
from  the  dangers  that  threatened  them,  took 
the  feymetar  ih  his  hand,  and  began  to  fwim, 
pronouncing  at  the  fame  time  the  formidable 
word  of  the  talifman.  The  waters  might  be 
faid,  of  their  own  accord,  to  have  arranged 
thetnfelves,  in  order  to  point  out  to  him  an 
infallible  courfe.  The  billows  were  fcattered, 
the  furface  of  the  fea  became  fmooth,  and  the 
hero  was  carried  to  a  part  of  the  coaft,  where 
no  obftacle  oppofed  his  landing. 

His  enemies,  difperfed  in  clufters,  no  fooner 
beheld  his  looks,  than  they  betook  themfelres 
to  flight.  Wherever  the  croud  appeared  thick- 
eft,  thither  he  marched  ;  and  being  the  meiTen- 
ger  of  the  thunder,  which  was  about  to  burft, 
he  ruflied  upon  them  with  his  fabre,  and  all, 
who  refilled  the  keen  edge  of  his  blade,  were 
inftantly  fcattered. 

Mokilras,  the  enormous  tyger,  took  his  po- 
fition  on  his  two  feet ;  he  threw,  at  the  hero, 
the  unweildy  club  with  which  he  was  armed, 
and,  quicl^  refuming  his  own  nature,  he  fltd 
upon  his  four  feet.  Habib  purfued  him  ;  but 
as  he  was  not  to  be  overtaken  by  human  vi¬ 
gour  or  agility,  he  pronounced,  with  a  loud 
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voice,  the  fatal  word,  and  at  the  fame  time 
exclaimed,  “  Mohilras  !  in  the  name  of  Solo- 
tnon,  l  arrejl you .”  The  monfter  was  motion- 
lefs.  A  fingle  ftroke  of  the  fcymetar  cut  off 
his  head,  and  his  fkin  was  inflantly  carried 
off. 

No  fooner  was  the  tyrant  of  the  Yellow  If. 
land  deftroyed,  than  all  the  elements  returned 
to  their  natural  courfe,  and  filence  fucceeded 
the  frightful  tumult,  by  which  they  were  agi¬ 
tated. 

Meanwhile,  the  three  daughters  of  the  fea 
had  rallied  upon  the  raft ;  and  the  young  II- 
zaide,  {landing  upon  the  veffel,  and  applying 
to  her  mouth  a  long  fea  trumpet,  recalled  from 
afar  the  affrighted  dolphins.  Obedient  to  her 
voice,  they  crowded  back^to  the  raft ;  and  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  waters  joined  in  concerts 
of  joy;  the  air  refounded  with  the  fongs  of  vic¬ 
tory,  and  thfe  whole  crowd  thronged  to  the 
fhore,  the  moment  Mokilras  was  fpoiled  by  the 
hero. 

Habib  returned,  and  rejecting  the  homage 
which  bordered  on  adoration  :  “  Creatures  of 
the  Almighty,”  faid  he,  u  lift  up  your  eyes  to 
heaven  !  there  dwells  the  only  objeft  of  your 
gratitude.  Suhje&s  of  DorathfUGoafe  !  to  her 
your  refpeft,  homage,  and  fubmidion  are  due. 
Her  Knight  referves  nothing  but  the  privilege 
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t>f  joining  his  vows  to  yours,  and  of  {haring  in 
your  deliverance.” 

As  he  finilhed,  crowds  of  people,  flocking 
from  all  quarters,  encreafed  his  triumph,  and 
his  embarraffinent.  All  of  them  wiflied  to 
fwear  obedience  to  him,  and  alked  him  to  im- 
pofe  new  laws  ;  when  happily  the  aged  Bala- 
zan  appeared.  As  foon  as  every  thing  in  the 
White  Ifland  had  fubmitted  to  the  power  of 
this  genie,  he  had  endeavoured  to  raife  himfelf 
in  the  air,  that,  if  poflible,  he  might  follow  the 
fuccefsful  fortunes  of  the  young  Habib  ;  and, 
with  great  difficulty,  had  been  able  to  join  him 
in  the  Yellow  Ifland,  at  the  moment,  when  its 
inhabitants  were  paying  him  their  homage. 
“  Subjects  of  Dorathil-Goafe,”  faid  the  old 
genie,  as  he  arrived,  “  this  valiant  Knight  re¬ 
ceives  the  expreffions  of  your  gratitude  j  re¬ 
turn  to  your  pofleffions  ;  and  from  this  day 
fubmit  to  the  laws  of  our  Sovereign. — And 
you  Knight !”  faid  he  to  Habib,  “  take  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  repofe.  The  fubje&ion  of  the  Red  If¬ 
land  is  a  conqueft  unworthy  of  your  labours. 
I  alone  will  mount  the  raft,  on  which  you 
were  conducted  to  this  place,  and  carry  with 
me  the  (kin  of  Mokilras,  and  his  armour.  At 
the  terrible  fight  of  the  trophy  1  will  form  of 
thefe,  the  rebels  will  voluntarily  ftretch  forth 
their  hands  to  the  chains  I  fliall  carry  for  them. 
Referve  your  flrength  for  the  attack  of  the 
Vol.  III.  Kk  Green 
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Green  and  Blue  I  (lands,  and  efpecially  for  that 
/o£  the  Black  Ifland  !” 

Habib  valued  not  the  vi&ory  'which  was 
gained  without  danger;  and  therefore  abandon¬ 
ed  the  enterprife  to  the  conduct  of  Balazan, 
sind  fought  the  repofe,  which  the  labours  a- 
waiting  him  rendered  necefiary. 

He  was  Hill-  afleep,  when  Balazan  arrived 
from  the  Red  Ifland,  holding  in  his  hand  two 
Bottles  of  goat’s  fkin.  “  Knight !”  faid  he  to 
Habib,  awakening  him,  “  behold  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  only  dangerous  enemies  which  were 
in  the  country  I  have  juft  fubje&ed  to  the 
lawTs  of  the  Queen.  I  have  fhut  them  up  in 
thefe  bottles,  and  am  going  to  fend  them  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  mouth  of  the  caverns  of  Mount 
Gaucafus.  To-morrow  you  may  repair,  with¬ 
out  any  obftacle,  to  the  Red  Ifland,  and  there 
oonfider  in  what  manner  you  are  to  purfue 
your  vi&ories.  But  the  dangers  you  are  a- 
bout  to  encounter  will  admit  of  no  deferip- 
„tion.  Nifabic,  a  genie,  whole  enchantments 
are  perhaps  equal  to  thofe  of  Abarikaf,  is  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  Green  Ifland,  and  his  empire  ex¬ 
tends  alfo  over  the  Blue.  It  is  impoflible  to 
conje&ure  in  what  manner  his  attacks  ought 
to  be  refilled,  for  he  varies  them  perpetually  ; 
and  if  their  eftc&s  are  vifible,  your  genie  muft 
meet  thofe  that  he  conceals  from  you.  All 
this  would  be  impoflible  to  us,  but  nothing 

muft 
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mtifl  be  fo  to  the  champion  of  Dorathil- 
Goafe.” 

Refinance  and  difficulties  fired  the  courage 
of  the  Arabian  Prince  ;  and,  with  the  firft  rays 
of  morning,  he  fet  out  for  the  Red  Ifland  ;  the  ' 
dolphins  dragging  the  raft.  He  paffed  the  point 
of  it,  that  he  might  be  within  reach  of  the 
Green  Ifland,  which  he  propofed  to  attack 
n  «t  day. 

The  daughters  of  the  fea  had  not  forfaken 
their  deliverer,  and  perpetually  miniflered  to 
his  neceffities.  The  hero,  left  to  his  own 
reflexions,  recalled  to  his  memory,  the  faying 
of  the  wife  IPHaboul,  I  am  more  afraid  of 
danger  to  you  from fecretfratagem,  than  from 
open  force.  He  therefore  put  himfelf  on  his 
guard  againfl  the  artifices  of  the  genie,  whom 
he  was  to  fubdue.  And  having  done  lo  he 
fecurely  fell  afleep  in  the  arms  of  Providence, 
and  arofe  next  day  with  a  heart  full  of  ardor 
and  hope. 

The  hero  was  rowing  quietly  towards  the 
place  of  his  deftination,  when,  all  at  once,  the 
three  fillers  fhrieked  aloud,  and  the  head  and 
hands  of  Ilzaide,  who  fwam  along  fide  of  the 
raft,  difappeared.  Habib  drew  his  feymetar, 
and  began  to  fwim  ;  but  finding  himfelf  entang, 
led  with  nets,  he  pronounced  the  formidable 
word,  and  employed  the  edge  of  his  blade,  and 
the  mafhes  of  the  nets  yielded  on  every  fide.  * 
K  k  2  He 
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He  laid  hold  of  Ilzaide  and  carried  her  to  the 
raft ;  he  then  flew  in  hafle  to  the  relief  of  her 
lifters.  After  they  were  all  in  fafety,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  raft  was  agitated  without  ad¬ 
vancing  forwards,  and  that  the  dolphins  were 
•^entangled  in  the  fame  nets.  He  fwam  around 
and  difengaged  them.  And,  in  order  to  fecure 
his  courfe,  he  mounted  the  foremoft  of  the  dol¬ 
phins,  and  dire&ed  his  progrefs  towards  the 
land,  cutting,  on  the  right  and  left,  the  nets 
that  lay  in  his  way. 

From  the  fummit  of  one  of  the  higheft 
towers  of  his  palace  of  fteel,  the  tyrant  obser¬ 
ved  the  obje£l  which  was  advancing  towards 
the  Ihore.  He  faw  that  it  pafled  the  magical 
net,  with  which  he  had  encumbered  the  fea. 
He  did  not  perceive  the  Arabian  Prince  ;  but 
upon  a  huge  body,  which  floated  to  the  land 
with  great,  rapidity,  he  obferved  a  group  of 
three  women  almoft  naked,  and  was  altogether 
at  a  lofs  againft  what  fort  of  danger  he  ought 
to  provide.  They  had  greatly  miftaken  his 
character,  if  they  thought  of  captivating  him 
with  their  beauty  ;  and  the  precautions  he  had 
taken  rendered  him  fecure  from  every  fort  of 
enchantment.  The  palace  which  he  occupied 
was  of  a&ual  fteel,  and  the  only  accefs  to  it 
lay  through  a  vault  cut  in  the  folid  rock, 
armed  with  fharp  points  of  iron,  and  defended 
by  a  key  which  hung  only  by  a  thread.  This 
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defence  cOnld  not  be  overcome  either  by  en¬ 
chantments,  or  the  charms  of  any  fort  of  ma- 

Nifabic,  thus  confiding  in  his  firength,  Tal¬ 
lied  out  of  his  palace,  leaped  through  the  for¬ 
midable  vault,  and  came  to  meet  his  adverfary. 
The  group  he  had  perceived  advanced  towards 
the  land,  and  the  Knight  fprung  upon  the 
Ihore.  The  hero  was  held  in  moll  fovereign 
contempt  by  the  monfter,  w  ho  was  armed  from 
head  to  foot,  and  who,  on  confulting  the  flars 
concerning  his  fortune,  had  learned,  that ,  in- 
order  to  become  majler  of  his  perfon ,  it  would 
be  necejfary  to  get  pojfejfion  of  his  houfe  offeeL 
It  apeared  to  him  impoflible,  that  his  enemy 
could  efcape  the  dangers  of  the  myflerious 
vault,  and  fhould  he  even  be  fo  fortunate,  he 
would  find  it  impoflible  to  deflroy  the  fort, 
which  he  would  meet  with,  after  having  pafifed 
die  dangerous  vault. 

Nifabic  appeared  before  Habib,  holding  in 
his  hand  a  club  of  fteel  of  an  enormous  weight. 
“  Who  art  thou,  audacious  fellow?”  faid  he; 
“  what  madnefs  hath  brought  you  hither  to 
meet  your  fate  ?” — 44  I  am  the  Knight  of  Do-. 
rathil.Goafe,” replied  Habib ; 4<  and  am  come  to 
chaftife  fuch  as  have  rebelled  againft  God  and 
Solomon.” — “  Vile  infeft  !”  replied  the  en¬ 
raged  genie  ;  “  you  have  but  one  life  to  lofe, 
and  dareft  thou,  unarmed,  infult  Nifabic  ! 

Kk  3^  Die 
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Die  by  the  death  I  refer ve  for  my  fiaves  !,r 
At  the  fame  time,  he  raifed  his  club  with  an 
incredible  celerity,  and  aimed  a  ftroke  at  the 
hero’s  head.  The  Arabian  Prince  oppofed  its 
fall,  with  nothing  but  the  blade  of  his  fcyme- 
tar;but  the  effect  of  it  was  terrible.  The  club 
dropped  from  the  hands  of  Nifabic,  and  drag¬ 
ged  him  along  with  it.  The  talifman  confound¬ 
ed  him,  and  perceiving  that  he  was  finking 
under  the  power  of  his  enemy,  he  pronounced, 
his  dark  conjurations.  Habib  approached  the 
body,  in  order  to  pierce  the  fallen  genie,  but 
perceiving  nothing  but  his  armour,  he  found 
that  he  was  matter  of  nothing  but  the  outfide 
of  a  warriour. 

The  material  fubftance  of  Nifabic  had  dif~ 
appeared,  and  the  Prince  of  Arabia  had  no 
idea,  that  this  conqueft  was  more  valuable  to 
him  than  the  real  body  of  the  genie.  In  reali¬ 
ty,  it  explained  the  prophecy  which  faid,  that 
in  order  to  become  matter  of  the  rebel,  it 
would  be  necejjary  to  get  pojfejjion  of  his  houfe 
of  fte£l.  For  the  oracle  meant  the  armour  in 
which  the  genie  was  cloathed,  and  in  which 
he  feemed  to  have  placed  all  his  confidence. 

Habib  defpifed  this  armour,  whofe  propor¬ 
tions  far  exceeded  the  ftature  of  ordinary  men ; 
and  with  four  ft^kesof  his  fcymetar,  he  made 
the  chains  which  fattened  it  difappear,  fcatter- 
ed  its  fragments,  and  thus  fulfilled  another 
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prophecy  of  the  oracle  ;  the  powers  fubjeB  to 
Nifabic  will  be  loofened  and  difperfed . 

In  becoming  invifible,  and  retreating  under 
the  vault,  through  which  the  entrance  to  his 
habitation  lay,  the  monfter  made  the  laft  trial 
of  his  power.  He  appeared  in  his  natural 
lhape,  with  his  fcymetar,  and  waited  for  Ha¬ 
bib  at  the  entry  of  the 'vault,  as  if  to  challenge 
him  to  {ingle  combat.  The  young  Prince  al¬ 
lowed  himfelf  to  be  drawn  into  the  fnare,  and 
the  genie  retreated  two  fteps.  He  cut  the 
thread  by  which  the  key  of  the  vault  was  fuf- 
pended,  and  the  rocks  tumbled  down  with  a 
horrible  crafti. 

As  foon  as  the  Sultan  heard  the  firft  efforts, 
he  pronounced,  with  a  loud  voice,  the  formi¬ 
dable  word  of  the  talifman,  and  oppofed  his 
gleaming  blade  to  the  fall  of  the  rocks.  The 
fragments,  as  they  fell,  arranged  themfelves  on 
his  right  and  left,  and  did  notoccafion  him  the 
fmallelt  harm.  He  was  furrounded  by  a  dread¬ 
ful  dull,  and  heard1'  nothing  on  every  fide  but 
the  flirieks  and  groans,  which  came  from  Ni- 
fabic  himfelf.  “  Arabian  !”  faid  the  genie  to 
him,  “  misfortune  has  now  inftru&ed  me,  and 
I  recognife  your  deftiny  and  my  own.  I  trail¬ 
ed  in  the  oracles,  but  they  have  deceived  me. 
Long  have  I  expected  you  j  but  as  your 
power  was  difguifed  under  lo  weak  appear¬ 
ances,  I  did  not  recognize  you,  and  im¬ 
prudently  delivered  inyfelf  to  your  victo¬ 
rious 
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rious  arm.  Do  not  abufe  your  fuccefs  ;  I  am 
cruflied  under  thefe  ruing,  and  in  this  fituation 
my  exiftence  would  be  dreadful.  Caufe  me 
to  be  tranfported  to  the  dungeons  of  Caucafus, 
that  T  may  at  lead;  enjoy  the  fympathy  of  o- 
thers  in  diftrefs  !” 

“  Genie  !”  replied  Habib,  “  thou  art  guil¬ 
ty  of  many  crimes  ;  but  I  have  the  foul  of  a 
true  Knight,  and  even  my  enemy  may  alk  a 
favour  from  me  ;  neverthelefs,  I  cannot  come 
to  a  decifion  without  counfel,  and  will  not  re¬ 
turn  thee  an  anfwer,  till  after  I  {hall  have  of¬ 
fered  up  three  prayers.” 

Habib  was  as  it  were  buried  in  a  hole,  in  * 
the  middle  of  the  rocks  *,  and  the  dull  was 
fcarcely  difperfed,  when  he  faw  like  two  liars 
fparkling  over  his  head.  Thefe  were  the 
charming  eyes  of  the  youngell  of  the  daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  fea.  “  Is  it  you,  Sir?”  faid  Ihe  ; 
“  how  happy  are  we  !  We  trembled  for  your 
life,  when  we  beheld  this  mountain  tumble 
down  upon  you.  Take  hold  of  my  hair, 
Knight !  and  be  not  afraid  of  hurting  me.  I 
have  both  llrengch  and  courage.”  Saying 
this,  Ihe  let  down  her  locks  to  him  ;  the  end 
of  which  he  feized,  and  was  drawn  up  from 
the  fubterraneous  paffage. 

Habib’s  firft  care  was  to  thank  his  deliver¬ 
er.  “  I  have  done  nothing,”  faid  ihe,  “  to  de- 
ferve  your  thanks  $  but  would  willingly  make 
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yon  the  happieft  of  mortals  !  At  the  fame  time 
Ihe  11  retched  forth  her  hand  to  afiift  him  in  paf- 
fing  from  rock  to  rock,  till  at  laft  they  arriv¬ 
ed  on  the  outer  rampart  of  jhe  ditches  of  the 
palace  of  Heel,  the  ufual  relidence  of  the  genie 
Nifabic. 

They  were  fcarcely  arrived  when  they  per¬ 
ceived  the  two  other  lifters  on  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  rocks.  “  Come  lifters,”  exclaimed  II- 
zaide,  “  he  is  here  !”  Nothing  but  a  ftrong  and 
lincere  paflion  could  have  fecured  our  hero 
from  the  many  attacks  of  Ilzaide,  fo  much  the 
more  dangerous  that  they  were  innocent.  But 
he  was  already  vanquiftied  by  his  deftiny,  and 
the  Queen  had  nothing  to  fear. 

Yet  the  conqueft  of  the  Green  Hand  was 
not  complete.  Thecaftle  of  fteel  was  inaccef- 
lible ;  the  fortifications  were  guarded,  and  the 
gates  and  bridges  Ihut.  “  I  am  yet  ignorant,” 
faid  Habib,  “  how  I  lhall  be  enabled  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  this  bold  enterprize.  There  is  an  im¬ 
pregnable  fort,  againft  which  human  ftrength, 
can  be  of  no  avail.  I  have  no  longer  con¬ 
fidence  in  myfelf,  but  in  the  decrees  of  the  fate 
by  which  I  am  conduced.  It  may  be  pofiible, 
that  in  confcfling  his  defeat,  Nifabic  has  only 
been  artfully  laying  a  lnare,  in  order  to  draw 
me  into  a  new  combat ;  and  dangers  may  yet 
await  me  here,  to  which  you  mull  not  be  ex- 
pofed,.  Return  to  your  own  element,  and  offer 

up. 
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up  prayers  for  the  knight  of  Dorathil-Goafe  ; 
at  leaft,  let  your  diflanee  from  the  danger  ren¬ 
der  me  entirely  eafy  on  your  account.” — “  No, 
we  will  not  leave  you,”  replied  the  daughters 
of  the  fea;  “  whoever  is  with  you,  is  beyond 
the  reach  of  danger.” — “  Were  you  always  at 
my  fide,”  adeftd  the  youngeft,  “  I  Ihould  brave 
the  tempefts  which  rend  the  rocks.” 

Habib,  with  the  fabre  in  his  hand,  approach¬ 
ed  the  draw-bridge.  u  By  Solomon  !”  cried  he, 

“  and  in  virtue  of  this  talifman,  I  order  this 
bridge  to  fall  down.”  It  inflantly  turned  upon’ 
its  hinges,  and  the  paflage  was  laid  open.  The 
warriour  cut  with  his  feymetar  the  two  chains 
which  aflifled  in  raifing  it,  and  penetrated  into 
the  court  of  the  fortrefs. 

In  $ie  middle  of  this  court  flood  a  pillar  v  on 
the  top  of^which  was  placed  an  iron  cage.  This 
monument  was  covered  with  talifmans,  and 
had  the  following  infeription  written  upon  it.  . 
^Zhou  ccinjl  not  he  defrayed  but  by  the  power  of 
Arabia.  Habib  flruck  all  the  talifmans  with 
his  fabre,  and  a  fudden  noife  refounded  from 
the  centre  of  the  fubterraneous  abodes,  even  to 
the  fummit  of  the  vaults.  The  pillar  was  bro¬ 
ken  in  pieces,  and  the  fubje&s  of  Dorathil- 
Goafe,  who  were  confined  in  chains,  at  once 
rufhed  from  their  dungeons.  The  cage  was 
now  on  the  ground ;  and  Habib  perceived  with¬ 
in  it,  a  very  extraordinary  objeft,  whofefpecies 
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lie  could  fcarcely  diftinguilh.  It  was  a  naked 
woman,  whole  countenance  was  concealed  by 
her  hair.  “  Who  are  you,  madam  ?”  alked  the 
hero. — “  Sir  !”  replied  &e,  “  deliver  me  from 
this  prifon,  and  give"  me  fome  cioaths,  that  I 
may  appear  with  decency  before  you.  This  cage 
is  fhutby  a  talifman,  which  the  favage  Nifabic 
always  carries  with  him ;  endeavour  to  open 
it ;  reftore  me  to  liberty,  and  I  will  never 
ceafe  to  blefs  God,  Mahomet,  and  you.” — 
“  Yqu  would  not  forget  the  illuftrious  Solo¬ 
mon,”  replied  the  Knight,  “  in  whofe  name  I 
break  in  pieces  every  bar.”  At  the  fame  time 
he  {truck  the  bars  of  the  cage  with  his  feyme- 
tar. 

The  three  daughters  of  the  fea,  after  divid¬ 
ing  their  girdles,  covered  the  prifoner  with 
them,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  {he  could  appear 
in  prefence  of  the  Knight,  without  offending  her 
modefty.  No  fooner  were  the  fubje&s  of  Do- 
rathil-Goafe  delivered  from  their  chains,  than 
they  proftrated  themfelyes  before  the  unknown 
lady,  and  (hewed  her  every  mark  of  attach¬ 
ment  and  refpeft.  Habib  being  ignorant  of  the 
reafon  of  this,  faid  to  them,  **  What  is  this 
you  do?  Who  is  this  lady?” — “  Alas!  Sir,” 
replied  one  of  them,  “  She  is  the  Lady  of  the 
Beautiful  Treffes.  She  is  a  relation  of  the 
beautiful  Dorathil-Goafe,  and,  before  the  re¬ 
volt  of  Abarikaf,  was  our  Queen.” — “  O  hea- 
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ven  !”  exclaimed  the  Arabian  Prince,  u  a 
Queen,  and  a  relation  of  Dorathil-Goafe ! 
How  flmll  I  reliore  to  her  all  that  flie  has 
loft?”  , 

“  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  that,”  re¬ 
plied  the  perfon  to  whom  he  propofed  the  quef- 
flion.  **  The  tyrant,  together  with  the  trea- 
fures  of  .he  Queen,  hath  accumulated  all  the 
riches  of  the  ifland  in  this  fortrefs,  and  fince 
you  are  now  mailer  of  it,  you  are  mailer  of  its 
Wealth*  The  women  whom  you  fee  at  the 
%  bottom  of  the  court,  and  whofe  li  tuition  pre¬ 
vents  thein^from  approaching,  were  engaged 
in  her  fervice.  They  difcovered  too  much 
attachment  to  her  after  her  misfortunes,  and  a 
prifonhas  been  the  recompenceof  their  fidelity. 

“  Bring  hither,”  faid  Habib,  “  allthofewho 
were  attached  to  the  perfon  of  your  Queen, 
and  let  her  again  take  pofTeffion  of  a  palace  in 
which  every  thing  belongs  to  her.” 

“  I  myfelf  was  in  her  fervice,”  replied  the 
one  whc£U  he  interrogated,  and  in  a  place  of 
trull.  “  You  fhall  be  reinllated  in  it,”  faid 
Habib,  (he  thinks  it  proper.  Meanwhile 
furround;her  with  every  thing  which,  can  con¬ 
tribute  to  her  conveniency  :  And  if  you  know 
the  rooms  of  this  calile,  after  you  lhall  have 
fpoken  to  thofe  who  are  to  engage  again  in  her 
fervice,  you  will  accompany  me,  in  order  that 
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7  may  be  able  to  conduct  her  to  the  moll  mag. 
mfieent  apartment.” 

All  the  people,  who  were  to  compofe  the 
cilabliihment of  theLady  of  the  Beautiful  Tref. 
fes,  were  alTembled  in  a  moment.  Habib  pre- 
fented  them  to  her,  and  requelled  her  to  ac. 
cept  of  his  hand.  “  Youarereftored  to  all  your 
nghts,  Madam,”  faid  he,  «  and  to  the  governs 
ment  of  this  illand.  Grant  to  the  Knight  of 
Dorathtl  Goafe,  the  honour  of  condufling  you 
to  jour  palace.”  6  J 

The  Lady  of  the  Beautiful  Trefles  call  down 
her  eyes,  and  allowed  herfelf  to  be  led  to  an 
apartment  prepared  for  her  by  the  genie  and 
to  which  the  had  preferred  the  cage,  from  which 
fte  had  juft  been  delivered.  Every  thing  in’ 
the  apartment  was  magnificent.  Riches  of 
all  forts  were  accumulated  in  it ;  and  the  lady 
immediately  found  more  than  was  neceffary  for 

dreffing,  in  a  becoming  manner,  both  herfelf  and 
all  her  court. 

The  three  daughters  of  the  fea  had  followed 
cr,  and,  as  the  companions  of  the  Arabian 
Knight,  requelted  the  favour  of  being  permit. 

ted  to  arrange  her  beautiful  locks. 

caulbofm'”  ^  ^  t0  ‘h'm’  “  th<T  were  the 
7  mifery  5  ■>Xt’  *s  even  >n  *"7  misfor- 

renroach  7  7?  ^  ***  refoaree>  1 
I  hlvetadT  l"'^  the  exceffi'e  attachment 
Vol  in'"  t  iem  5  Snd  therefore,  with  much 

pleafyre, 
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yleafure,I  commit  them  to  your  hands.”  The 
Lady  of  the  Beautiful  Trefles  left  her  toilet, 
with  her  locks  twilled  in  the  form  of  a  tiara 
upon  her  head,  and  adorned  with  firings  of 
pearls  and  rubies,  while  .other  two  hung  down 
her  back,  reaching  below  her  girdle. 

Scarcely  was  fhe  dreffed,  when  the  attendants 
came  to  intimate  to  her  that  dinner  was  fer- 
vedup.  Habib  tookher'by  the  hand,  to  lead  her 
to  the  table.  She  invited  the  lovely  daughters  of 
the  fea  to  dine  with  her*;  and,  for  the  time 
in  his  life,  the  Arabian  Prince  was  feated  with 
ladies,  and  the  firft  time  for  thefe  fix  months, 
fat  down  to  a  repaft  which  was  not  earned 
by  his  own  indaflry,  or  that  of  others.  The 
kitchens  and  butteries  of  Mifakobhe  had  fur- 
nifhed  every  thing. 

TheLady  of  the  Beautiful  Treffes  was  in  the 
bloom  Of  youth,  of  a  flature  which  was  majef- 
tic  and  perfectly  elegant :  her  looks,  which 
were  full  of  animation,  breathed  an  affe&ing 
langour.  A  he  art,  whofe  feelings  wTere  not  alrea¬ 
dy  engaged,  might  eafily  have  become  enamour¬ 
ed  of  her  ;  but  none  could  refift  the  interefl  that 
her  beauty  and  misfortunes  infpired.  Habib 
looked  at  her  with  the  utmofl  tendernefs ;  II- 
^.aide  accidently  caught  the  moticn  of  his  eyes, 
dnd  really  affedled,  without  fufpe£ting  it,  be¬ 
came  jealous,  without  being^confcious^  of  it. 

The 
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The  entertainment  paffed  in  mutual  atten¬ 
tions;  and  when  it  was  finiflied,  the  company 
retired  into  a  chamber,  where  Habib  befought 
the  lady  to  have  the  goodnefs,  unlefs  it  was  too 
troublefome  to  her,  to  give  him  the  hiftory  of 
her  misfortunes.  A  figh  arofe  from  the  lady’s 
heart,  and  drawing  her  hands  over  her  beau¬ 
tiful  ejes,  to  wipe  off  the  tears,  &e  thus  be-* 
gan. 
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Continuation  of  the  Hiflory  of  Habib  and  Dora * 
thil-goafe  ;  or}  the  Knight . 

WHILE  the  Arabian  Knight  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  confirming  tire  tranquillity 
of  Dorathil-goafe,  every  preparation  was 
‘making  in  the  palace,  and  in  the  city  of  Me- 
dinaz-il-ballor,  in  order  to  receive  in  triumph 
a  victorious  deliverer  and  avenger,  who 
was  foon  to  be  its  fovereign.  The  charm¬ 
ing  Queen  amufed  her  tender  impatience 
in  hearing  llzaide  repeat  the  actions  llie  hacl 
witnefled,  and  even  the  very  minuted;  conver¬ 
sion  which  that  young  lady  had  been  able  tt> 
remember  of  her  dear  Knight. 

As  night  had  come  on,  it  was  by  means  of 
fuperb  illuminations  that  Habib  arrived  in  the 
apartment  where  he  was  expected.  One 
might  paint  the  royal  magnificence  difplayed 
around  him ;  but  his  tender  and  refpedtful 
tranfports,  and  thofe  of  the  delicate  Queen, 
being  beyond  all  expreflion,  could  not  be  re- 
prefented. 

Vol.IV.  A  Never 
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Never  pallion,  which  had  been  the  work  of 
deltiny,  entered  into  hearts  fo  well  fitted 
to  be  united  to  each  other ;  never  had  fo  many 
beauties  and  exterior  graces  been  joined  to  fo 
much  merit  and  virtue. 

Habib  was  tranfported  with  the  excefs  of 
his  good  fortune,  and  Dorathil-goafe  cried 
out,  “  I  can  give  you,  my  dear  Habib,  only 
my  heart,  my  crown,  and  rny  hand  ;  what 
trivial  recompence  for  fo  many  fervices  !  what 
price  for  fo  many  toils,  and  virtues  fo  heroic  !” 

The  fame  evening  which  witnelfed  their  in¬ 
terview,  beheld  likewife  the  ceremony  which 
was  to  ratify  their  union.  The  fame  night 
faw  lovers  and  fpoufes  happy ;  and  the  next 
morning  fun  obferved  the  tranfports  of  their 
felicity,  and  the  joy  of  all  the  Ille  of  Medinaz. 

But  the  good  fortune  of  Habib  did  not  make 
liim  lofe  fight  of  the  obligations  he  had  come 
under.  The  Prince  Dai-iliha,  the  hufband  of 
the  lady  with  the  beautiful  hair,  was  dill  doom¬ 
ed  to  languilh  in  the  prifons  of  the  Black  Ille  \ 
and  that  unhappy  country,  though  no  longer 
infefted  with  the  crimes  and  the  prefence  of  A-.* 
berikafF,  mult  yet  be  expofed  to  a  very  great  d if— 
or-der. 

He  gave  Lis  word  of  honour  to  the  Lady 
with  the  beautiful  hair,  that  he  would  de¬ 
liver  her  hufband.  lie  is  the  peace-maker 

marked 
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marked  out  by>  the  ruling  ftars  of  all  the  llates- 
of  Dorathel-goafe.  He  will  not  employ  any 
other  means  than  thofe  which  Fortune  has  put 
in  his  power,  in  order  to  undertake  and  profe- 
cute  his  adventures.  The  three  daughters  of 
the  fea  are  with  Dorathil-goafe,  who  begins  to 
crown  them  with  her  favours.  He  addrefles 
the  eldelt  : 

“  We  have  here,”  fays  he  to  her,  Si  force 
vc /le Is  which  I  could  put  to  fea,  in  order  to  pafs 
to  the  Black  Ifle,  but  I  prefer  ycur  invention, 
which  has  fo  happily  fupplied  ns. 

“"When  an  affair  is  regulated  by  Fortune,  £hs 
delights  to  make  the  fticcefs  of  the  bull ncfs  de- 
pend  on  the  melt  trifling  means,  that  man  may 
know  to  whom  he  ought  to  aferibe  glory  of  it. 

“  Try,  ladies,  to  find  our  raft,  if  it  be  not 
eafier  for  you  to  conllruct  another.  I  {hall 
take  no  reft  till  I  have  dried  up  the  tears  of  the 
Lady  with  the  beautiful  hair,  and  remedied 
the  abufes  which  difturb  the  repole  of  fuch  of 
my  fubjedts  as  yet  remain  in  the  Black  Ifle.” 

fFhe  three  filters  received  with  joy  that  pro- 
pofal.  They  found  themfelves  fharers  in  the 
glory  which  Habib  enjoyed.  Ilzaide  was  fome- 
what  grave,  fince  fhe  had  feen  the  marriage 
of  the  hero  j  but  as  the  affection  flic  bore  him 
was  fincere,  fhe  (till  loved  him  with  all  Ircr 
heart,  although  fhe  law  that  he  belonged  to 

A  2  another. 
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another,  againft  whom  {lie  had  nothing  to' 
charge. 

Habib  invited  his  beautiful  Queen  to  the- 
council  which  he  held  with  the  amiable  com«- 
paniens  of  his  adventures,  and  it  was  rcfolved 
to  fet  out  as  foon  as  the  raft  (hall  be  ready  $ 
hut  Dorathil-goafe,  upon  her  roch,  propofea 
to  liover  over  the  veflel,  to  watch  its  courfe* 
and  to  give  notice  of  dangers,  in  cafe  it  fhould 
he  eipoicd  to  any,  and  to  take  as  a  companion 
II -baccaras,  one  of  the  genii  who  was  moft 
attached  to  her,  and  whom  fhe  regarded  moU:> 
attended  by  two  other  genii. 

Next  morning  the  boat  was  ready,  and  Ha¬ 
bib  upon  the  Tea,  at  fun  rife.  The  harnafled 
dolphins  feemed  to  double  their  ftrength  and 
fwiftnefs,  and  the  whole  coait  of  the  Clack  Ifle 
was  in  view'. 

li-baccaras  ohferves  with  fatisfaflion,  ami 
makes  Dorathil-goafe  like  wife  obferve,  that 
the  coafls  are  entirely  difengaged  from  that 
cloud  of  black  vapours,  which,  during  the 
preceding  days,  rendered  the  view-  horrible. 

Habib  landed  with  the  greateft  cafe,  and 
feeing  feme  inhabitants  disfigured  with  lean— 
nefs  wandering  upon  the  fhore,  called  them, 
and  begged  accounts  of  their  tyrant,  Abari- 
katf. 
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**  He  has  been  vanquilhed,”  anfwered  they, 
«'  we  muft  believe  it  from-  the  frightful  cries 
which  all  his  friends  have  raifed.  Two  days 
ago  we  were  obliged  to  flee  to  the  mountains. 
Inftantly  the  moll  horrible  fea  monfters  covered 
all  our  coafts.  In  the  fury  with  which  they 
were  agitated,  they  tore  one  another,  and  the 
ground  is  (till  dyed  with  their  blood,  which 
they  (lied  upon  it. 

“  The  reft  of  us,  for  a  long  time  paft,  the 
poor  Haves  of  all  thefe  monfters,  have  fought 
to  efcape  their  fury,  and  that  hateful  fpe£tacle. 
Their  roarings  and  bowlings,  repeated  by  the 
echoes  which  furrounded  us,  were  {till  re¬ 
bounding  in  our  ears,  and  continuing  to  terrify 
us,  when,  all  on  a  fudden,  we  thought  we  per¬ 
ceived  the  gleam  of  fome  flafhes  of  lightning, 
and  the  noife  ceafed.  We  fpent  the  night  in 
that  Hate  of  inquietude  and  terror  into  whicli 
we  had  been  thrown  *,  but  this  morning  we 
perceived  nothing  but  the  tainted  vapour  which 
the  blood  of  all  the  monfters  had  difFufed. — 
Happily,  the  heat  of  the  fun  has  exhaled  it ; 
the  winds  have  diflipated  it ;  otherwife  this 
retreat  had  been  uninhabitable.” 

While  Habib  was  talking  with  the 
inhabitants,  the  rcch,  at  a  regular  height* 
hovered  above  the  ifle,  whofe  unfortu-- 

A  3  nate 
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nate  inhabitants,  terrified  by  fo  many  prro-*- 
digies,.  railed  their  eyes  towards  that  objeft 
with  an  air  of  uneafinefs.. 

((  The  Knight  encouraged,  them  you  fee 
nothing  here/’ fays  he,  (t  that  is  hoftile  to  yo u. 
Iam  the  hufband  of  Dorothil*»goafe,  your  queen 
'and  your  fovereign.  The  obje£t  which  is  in 
the  air  is  a  roch,  upon  the  back  of  which  is  my 
wife,  who  comes  with  me  to  give  you  that  a£- 
fiftance  which  you  have  need  of,  and  to  efta- 
blifh  order  and  peace  among  you.  But  where 
is  the  palace  which  Abarikaff  inhabited  ?” 

“  Sire,”  replied  the  inhabitants,  “  wre  are 
aftonifhed  at  this  matter..  It  was  in  that 
plain,  and  we  now  do  not  fee  even  its  ruins. 
Every  thing  refpe&ing  it  was  vifionary,  as 
Jikewdfe  the  forms  which  it  daily  affirmed.  For 
on  the  earth  it  was  fometimcs  a  dog  of  a  . fright¬ 
ful  fize$  in  the  air  a  huge  bird,,  and  in  the 
fea  a  whale.”  u  He  had  taken  prifoners,  what 
is  become  of  them  ?”  u  Sire,”  faid  the  inhabit¬ 
ants,  “  if  they,  be  here,  they  muff  languifh 
very  much  *,  the  tyrant  prevented  them  from 
death,  but  he  did.  not.  give  them  the  proper 
means  of  life.” 

<(  Did  you  know  the  prince  Dal-ilfha  ?”  re¬ 
plied  Habib.  “  Yes,  Sire,  we  have  heard  of 
him.  He  loaded  him  too  with  chains,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  wife’s  hair,,  which  he  and  his 
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friends  wished  to  make  themfelves  mailers  of. . 
He,  however,  has  never  consented  to  give  it 
to  them.,, 

f(  Go,”  faid  Habib  to  them,  “  difpcrfe  your-- 
felves  every  where  around.  I  will  reward  him  . 
who  fhall  find  me  that  unfortunate  prince.” 

The  inhabitants  obeyed,  and  found  Dal.-- 
illha,  ftretched  upon  the  grafs,  near  the  fpot 
where  the  dungeons,  built  by  -  AbarikafPs  en¬ 
chantments,  were  fituated,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  his  palace.  They  haftily  conllrudled 
a  litter,  and  brought  the  emaciated  and  almod 
dying  prince  to  Habib. 

The  daughters  of  the  fea  crowded  around  the 
affecting  objedt  of  compaflion.  Dorathil-goafe 
obferved  the  concern  which  that  objedl  occa- 
fioned.  Solicitous  to  know  the  caufe,  and  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  prefence  of  her  hero,  againll 
every  fpecies  of  fear,  fhe  let  down  her  roch, 
and  alighted  near  the  groupe,  whofe  adlivity 
engaged  her  attention. 

Immediately  (he  mingled  her  anxieties  with 
thofe  of  the  three  fillers.  Il-baccaras  likewife 
joined  his  fympathies  to  theirs,  and  powerful 
elixirs  infpired  fo  much  llrength  into  the 
hulband  of  the  lady  with  the  beautiful  hair, 
that  he  could  rife,  adl,  and  fpeak,  and  thank 
them  for  the  relief  he  had  met  w  ith. 


He 
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lie  received  intelligence  of  the  deliverance 
of  his  wife  and  his  fubje<ffs ;  acknowledged 
his  ol  ligations  to  the  Knight,  who  was  pre¬ 
fen  t,  and  to  the  hufband  of  his  relation, 
Dorathil-goafe,  and  difeovered  to  them  both, 
his  gratitude  and  fatbfaftion  that  he  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  them  ;  infomuch  that, 
from  impatience,  he  had  almolt  thrown 
himfelf  into  the  arms  of  his  wife.  Dorathil- 
goafe  and  Habib  mull  now  provide  for  the' 
government  of  the  Bkick-Ifie.  That  charge 
devolved  to  11-baccaras.  An  opportunity  was 
now  afforded  of  rewarding  the  daughters  of  the 
iea  for  their  ferviees,  and  the  Arabian  Knight 
availed  himfelf  of  it,  by  giving  the  elded  as  a 
wife  to  this  new  vicerov. 

4 

Ilzaide  heartily  rejoiced  at  her  fitter’s  good 
fortune.  She  could  not  conceive  that  one 
could  defre  to  marry  any  other  than  a  hero. 
She  really  amufed  herfelf  with  refpe£l  to 
the  nuptials  of  her  fitter,  without  abandon¬ 
ing  her  own  darling  proje£l  of  marrying 
a  hero. 

The  ifle  had  been  ravaged  during  the  reign 
of  the  rebel  Genii  ;  its  fovereigns  confulted 
with  the  new  Prince,  whom  they  had  appoint¬ 
ed,  in  order  to  rettore  the  people  to  allegiance 
and  happinefs  ;  and  Dorathil-goafe,  after  thefe 
precautions,  refolved  tovifit  the  illes  fubjc&ed 

to 
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to  her  dominion,  to  bring  back  the  Prince  Dal* 
ilflia  to  the  Green  Ifle,  to  pafs  by  the  Blue 
Ille,  that  (he  might,  on  rejoining  her  huf- 
band,  concert  plans  to  open  a  communication 
by  Tea  between  two  ifles,  now  under  her  do¬ 
minion. 

Next  morning  Habib  and  the  two  fillers 
put  to  fea  with  the  raft.  The  roch  was  in 
the  air ;  Dal-illha,  refrelhed  a  little  from  tli3 
dillrefies  he  had  long  endured,  accompanied 
the  Queen ;  and  alacrity  contributed,  with  the 
ufual  calmnefs  of  the  feafon,  to  render  their 
voyage  fuccefsful. 

The  two  Sovereigns,  and  their  tributary 
Prince,  found  the  inhabitants  of  the  Blue  Ifle 
occupied  in  rebuilding  their  houfes,  and  im¬ 
patient  to  find  a  fhelter  from  the  troubles  which 
had  lately  reigned  among  them,  under  die  pro-- 
te£lion  of  thofe  wife  regulations  which  they 
had  enjoyed  before  the  rebellion. 

A  filhing-boat,  the  only  vellel  in  the  Blue 
Ille,  was  difpatched  by  the  lady  with  the  beau¬ 
tiful  hair,  in  order  to  -  a  flute  them  that  {he 
would  (hare  with  them  the  treafure  found  in 
the  Tyrant’s  fteel-caftle,  as  foon  as  {he  was 
able  to  put  to  fea  a  veffel  which  {he  was  con- 
llrudling. 

Dal-ilfha  acknowledged  the  penetrating  fa- 
gacity  of  his  wife.  Habib  and  Dorathil-goafe 

applaud-- 
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applauded  it,  and  they  all  determined  to  repair 
inflantly  to  the  Green  Lie. 

The  tears  are  to  be  dried  up.  The  lady 
with  the  beautiful  hair  is  to  fee  again  the  hut- 
band  who  has  been  fo  cruelly  feparated  from 
her.  The  two  charming  coufins  are  to  pour 
forth,  in  each  others  embrace,  tears  of  tender- 
nefs,  and  to  communicate  the  gratitude  which 
i  they  felt  to  their  valiant  deliverer. 

They  mud  fail  to  the  White  IHe  and  to  the 
Yellow  lie.  The  two  relations  will  not  fepa- 
rate,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  (hall  be  the 
end  of  their  voyage. 

When  the  voyagers  had  arrived  at  the  White 
Ifle,  Dorathil-goafe,  who  made  all  the  cir— 
cumdances  of  her  adventures  and  travels  con¬ 
tinually  be  rehearfed  to  Habib,  defcried  the 
fummit  of  Caucafus,  which  penetrates  the 
clouds. 

((  Heh  !”  fays  fhe,  (t  is  it  yonder  our  faith¬ 
ful  Habib  refides  ?  Ah !  Habib,  you  ought 
not  to  have  carried  me  fo  far,  if,  after  difco- 
.  vering  the  retreat  of  our  bed  friend,  I  mud  re¬ 
turn  without  paying  him  a  tribute  of  gratitude 
for  the  many  fervices  he  has  done  us.  .  Leave 
your  boat  with  the  daughters  of  the  fea  ;  mount 
upon  the  roch  with  us,  and.  in  order  to  vary 
our  pleafures,  let  us  go  tade  the  fweets  of 
Criendfliip.” 


This- 
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This  defire  of  the  beautiful  Queen  met  the 
molt  ardent  withes  of  her  hufband,  and  the 
voyage  was  undertaken. 

As  the  King  approached  the  fteep  fliore 
which  borders  the  fea  towards  Caucafus,  Ha¬ 
bib  pointed  out  to  the  Queen  the  fpot,  where, 
after  ifliiing  from  the  caverns,  he  was  aflifled 
by  the  daughters  of  the  fea.  The  tender-heart¬ 
ed  Dorathil-goafe  fhuddered  at  the  idea  of 
that  horrible  abode,  which  was  excited  by  the 
fituation  of  her  lover. 

When  they  were  above  Caucafus,  he  {hewed 
her  a  part  of  the  defarts  they  had  gone  over. 

K  I  am  glad,”  fatd  he,  “  that  my  lover  fees 
at  what  price  I  purchafe  my  happinefs.  It 
is  fo  great  that  it  makes  me  forget  all  it  has 
coil  me.’* 

Mean  while  the  aerial  vehicle  paired  over  the 
top  of  Caucafus.  The  roch  which  carried  it 
lowered  its  flight,  and  defeended  at  the  entrance 
of  Il-haboul’s  cave.  That  good  genius  had 
been  apprifed  that  an  objeCl  was  perceived  in 
the  air,  which  appeared  to  move  towards  him. 
Indeed,  whom  elfe  could  one  vifit,  in  a  fpot  fo 
impracticable  and  uninhabitable  to  men  ? 

A  prominent  rock  covered  the  entrance. 
According  to  his  cuflom,  he  perfumed  the 
air  with  inchanted  vapour,  in  order  to 
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make  it  lofe  the  extreme  coldnefs  of  thefe 
frozen  climates.  One  of  his  mefiengers  foon 
informed  him,  that  Habib  and  Dorathil-goafe 
were  the  guelts  whom  he  was  to  receive,  and 
acquainted  him  with  the  re-union  of  the  two 
lovers. 

He  prefented  himfelf  before  the  Queen, 
aflilted  her  in  alighting  from  her  roch, 
prefled  Habib’s  hand  in  a  friendly  manner,  ex- 
prefied  to  the  prince  Dal-illha,  and  to  his  wife, 
the  fatisfa&ion  he  felt  on  feeing  them,  and 
conducted  them  into  the  innermoft  apartment 
of  his  manfion,  and  fet  them  down  to  a  table, 
already  prepared  for  them. 

The  roch,  produced  upon  Mount  Caucafus 
itfelf,  was  no  ftranger  there.  Il-haboul  foon 
got  intelligence  of  the  moll  important,  circum- 
ilances  of  his  young  pupil’s  fuccefsful  expedi¬ 
tion  againft  the  rebel  genii.  He  already  knew 
the  moll  part  of.  them.  For  fome  time  pall, 
the  gates  of  his- cave  looking  towards  the  fea 
had  been  continually  open,  in  order  to  receive 
prifoner^,  i  fent  in  the  name  of  Habib.  The 
guilty  AbarikafF,  and  all  the  rebel  chiefs,  were 
of.  the  number. 

'  When  he  had  learned  of  his  guells  what  was 
mod  important  for  him  to  know,  and  when  he 
had  enjoyed  with  them  the  fweets  of  friend- 
fliip  -and  confidence,  after  conducting  Dora- 
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thil-goafe  and  the  Lady  with  the  beautiful  hair 
into  a  place  properly  furnillied  for  their  recep¬ 
tion,  he  took  Habib  and  Dal-ilfha  alide,  and 
addrefied  the  former  as  follows : 

My  dear  pupil,  for  I  lhall  hereafter  honour 
myfelf  with  the  name  of  your  governor  ;  you 
have  hitherto  fulfilled  your  noble  and  laborious 
deltiny.  It  remains  for  you  now  only  to  fatisfy 
the  duties  and  willies  of  nature.  There  is  a  very 
diflrefling  part  of  your  hiftory,  which  you  mull 
now  hear. 

Habib  exprefied  afloniihment  and  uneafi- 
nefs  :  “  Continue,”  faid  the  Genie,  “  to  lhew 
yourfelf  worthy  of  Dorathil-goafe,  of  the 
Great  Salamis,  your  father,  of  the  favours  of 
heaven,  of  the  particular  protection  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  Solomon.  Arm  your  foul  with  frelh  cou¬ 
rage.  Fortify  it  againlt  the  excefs  of  fenfibili- 
ty.  He  alone  can  refill  and  overcome  misfor¬ 
tune  who  bears  it  with  unlhaken  fortitude. 

After  this  preamble,  Il-Haboul  informed  his 
pupil  of  the  report  which  the  twenty  Knights 
had  made  to  Salamis,  at  their  return  ;  of  the 
defpair  of  that  tender  and  virtuous  father  upon 
hearing  of  the  death  of  his  fon,  the  only  ob¬ 
ject  which  rendered  life  defireable  to  him. — 
*That  Prince’s  grief  had  been  fo  violent,  that 
his  eyes  had  been  changed  into  two  rivers  of 
Vol.  IV.  B  tears. 
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tears,  whofe  acrimony  had  deprived  him  of 
his  fight. 

Become  incapable  by  this  lofs,  of  awing  them, 
as  ufual,  by  his  (kill,  his  activity,  his  refources, 
and  courage,  a  tribe  which  had  been  formerly 
fubdued  by  his  arms,  had  ere&ed  the  ftandard  of 
rebellion  againft  him,  and  had  engaged  others 
to  efpoufe  their  quarrel.  Tliofe  who  remained 
faithful  had  already  loft  feveral  battles,  and, 
if  he  were  not  relieved  inftantly,  he  would  be 
in  danger  of  falling  into  the  power  of  his  ene¬ 
mies. 

At  this  recital  of  Il-Haboul,  a  change  took 
place  in  the  foul  of  Habib,  which  was  the  feat 
of  the  moft  vehement  as  well  as  the  noble  ft 
pafiions,  but  he  had  been  previoufly  armed  a- 
yrainft  them. 

O 

<(  Give  me  advice,  my  dear  tutelary  Genie, 
and  you  (hall  fee  that'I  know  my  duty.”  (t  My 
advice,  replied  Il-Haboul,  is  this  : 

“  You  have  the  means  of  failing.  Set  fail 
inftantly  for  Arabia.  Your  father’s  eye- 
light  is  obfcured,  but  his  eyes  are  not  de- 
ftroyed.  The  remedy  which  will  cure  them 
ought  to  be  applied  by  the  hand  which  has 
been  the  caufe  of  his  malady,  that  of  Dora- 
thil-goafe. 

The  fecret  of  it  lies  in  the  treafures  of  So¬ 
lomon, 
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lemon,  and  you  ought  to  go  and  feek  for  it 
there.  Accefs  to  them,  with  refpeft  to 
you,  is  attended  with  neither  difficulty  nor 
danger.  You  have  the  key  at  hand.  It  is  the 
word  written  upon  the  talifman  ;  befides,  thft, 
Prophet’s  workman  has  every  privilege  with 
him.” 

*  + 

“  But,”  faid  Habib,  “if  I  and  my  wife  depart, 

what  will  become  of  Dal-ilfha  and  his  ?  Could 
they  follow  us,  fince  they  are  fo  ncceffary  in 
their  hates ;  and  who  will  put  an  end  to  the 
uneafinefs  which  our  abfence  will  caufe  in’ 
mine  ? 

“  When  you  were  advancing  with  fo  much 
difficulty  towards  Caucafus,fhow,  my  dear  Ha¬ 
bib,  did  I  fend  you  affiftanee  ?  The  fame  means 
are  in  my  power  to  conduft  to  the  Green  Ifle 
the  Lady  with  the  beautiful  hair,  and  her  huf- 
band.  The  fame  Have  of  the  Prophet  who  (hall 
condu&  them  on  the  roch,  will  communicate 
intelligence  of  *you  to  Il-Habous-hatrous,  your 
grandfather,  and  to  your  viziers,  and  you  {hall 
proceed  with  fafety  on  your  way  to  Arabia. 

“  1  cannot  accompany  you  thither.  My 
bufinefs  detains  me  here,  the  more  as  my  em¬ 
ployments  have  been  more  than  doubled  fincc 
your  expeditions  commenced.  It  was  impof- 
fible  for  me  likewife  to  allay  the  anxieties  of 
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your  virtuous  father,  by  giving  him  intelligence 
fjf  you. 

“  Since  you  wifh  to  regulate  your  conduct 
by  my  advice,  you  (hall  not  go  down  to  your 
/ather’s  territories.  You  (hall  carry  your  wife 
ro  our  little  afylum  in  the  mountain.  As  there 
is  nothing  there  to  attra£l  refearch,  it  was  re¬ 
garded  during  the  troubles  occafioned  by  the 
rebellion.  The  furniture  which  Dorathil- 
goafe  carries  along  with  her,  will  ferve  there 
for  her  accommodation;  and  give  yourfelf  noun* 
eafinefs  with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  little  daughter  of  a  Genie  can  live  in  a  fpot 
where  there  is  f;(h,  game,  and  fruits.” 

<f  You  will  be  obliged,”  added  the  Genie, 
tf  on  entering  Solomon’s  treafury,  to  hangup  to 
a  trophy,. the  fcymitar  with  which  you  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  fight  againfl  his  enemies..  It  is  not  a 
common  fword  of  battle ;  and  you  do  not  wifh 
to  take  any  advantage  over  your  antagonifts,  ex¬ 
cept  that  which  cares,  experience,  and 
flrength,  acquired  by  toil  and  courage,  be¬ 
llow. 

But  you  {hall  not  go  to  the  camp  without 
arms.  It  appears  you  (hall  have  a  battle,  and 
I  will  give  you  two  compleat  fuits  of  armour, 
in  the  Parthian  (lyle,  like  that  which  I-  wore 
when  I  prefented  myfelf  at  the  entrenchments 
of  your  camp.  Horfe  harnafs  and  barbs 
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fhall  be  added,  and  you  may  ufe  them  as  your 
prudence  {hall  fuggeft.” 

u  Dear  Il-Haboul,”  faid  Habib,  “  I  feel  the 
ftrongeft  emotions  *,  my  life  depends  upon  the 
moment  when  I  {hall  bring  afiiftance  to  my 
father.  Open  to  me  for  once  the  gate  which 
leads  me  to  the  talifinan,  who  will  let  me  fee 
the  author  of  all  my  joys.  One  moment’s  de¬ 
lay  is  an  enormous  burden  upon  my  heart  j  and 
I  doubt  not  my  dear  Dorathil-goafe  fympa- 
thifes  with  my  emotion. 

No  doubt  the  charming  Queen  muft  have 
been  very  much  difpofed  to  enter  into  the  views 
of  a  hufband,  all  whofe  affections  lhe  {hared. 
Preparation  was-made  for  the  voyage. 

Habib  went  down  into  the  cave,  where  the 
arms  of  Solomon  were  depofited.  None  of¬ 
fered  to  difpute  his  entering.  When  he  ap¬ 
proaches  the  trophy,  in  order  to  fix  to  it  the 
feymitar,  he  obferved,  upon  the  vizier  of  a  head 
piece,  two  flat  opal  {tones,  refembling  in  big— 
nefs  the  eyes  of  a  man,  bound  together  by  a 
thread  of  gold.  They  {hone  wkh  a  bril¬ 
liant  luftre.  He  confidered  them  to  be  the  ta¬ 
lifman  mentioned  to  him,  took  them  up,  and 
retired,  mortified  that  he  could  not  remain 
longer  in  a  place  where  he  could  derive  fo 
much  inftruCtion.  But  the  fentiments  of  fi¬ 
lial  affection  extinguifiied  in  him  every  other 
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paflion,  and  he  only  waited  the  departure  of 
Dal-ilfha  and  his  wife  to  fly  where  his  affec¬ 
tion  and  duty  called  him. 

Another  circumftance  affe&ed  him :  He* 
had  left  the  daughters  of  the  fea  in  the  White 
Ifle  ;  he  made  the  hufband  and  his  wife  engage 
to  flop  there,  and  take  them  along. 

Next  morning  the  two  rochs  mounted  into- 
the  air,  and  took  contrary  routes. 

Towards  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  the 
children  of  Salamis  could  difcover  hrs  tents.- 
The  bird  which  carried  them  alighted  at  the 
fence  which  barred  the  entrance  of  the  retreat 
frequented  by  Habib  and  Il-Haboul. 

The  happy  couple  entered.  The  Genie  who 
conducted  the  roch  relieved  the  animal  of  its 
burden,  and  left  it  to  be  led  by  inftinft  to  feek. 
its  food.  Habib  and  Dorathil-goafe  refolve  to 
wait  the  break  of  day  ;  and,  as  foon  as  it  ap¬ 
peared,  he  prepared  to  avail  himfelf  of  it. 

Habib  muft  enter  into  his  father’s  tents  un¬ 
known,  and  fave  him  and  Yamira  from  the 
danger  of  a  too  hafty  difcovery.  Immediately 
he  prepares  his  difguife. 

He  found,  by  chance,  among  his  lumber, 
a  pair  of  old  flippers,  which  ferved  him  to 
work  in.  Thefe  were  his  fhoes. 

He  covered  his  fhoulders  with  a  goat  fkin, 

and 
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and  faftened  another  round  his  middle.  Thefe' 
ferved  him  for  cloathing. 

He  rubbed  his  face  and  neck  over  with  a 
deep  yellow  ftuff,  which  hid  his  complexion  ; 
frizzled  his  hair  and  beard,  and,,  with  a  dag¬ 
ger  at  his  belt,  and  a  (tick  in  his  hand, 
with  a  little  balket  full  of  fruit,  he  paf- 
fed  the  barriers,  and  arrived  at  the  gate  of. the. 
tent  in  which  his  mother’s  flaves  lived. 

He  found  there  a  large  and  convenient  ftone> 
and,  with  his  balket  between  his  legs,  he  fat 
down  to  reft  upon  it,  and  even  pretended  tcx 
fleep. 

Several  Haves-  palled,  but  he  faw  not  the  one 
hi  whom  lie  was  to  confide.  At  length 
(lie  appeared.  He  called  her  by  name,  for 
{he  had  been  his  governefs.  “  Zooks!. do 
you  know  me,  young  man  ?”  faid  the  old 
woman  j  “  Yes,  replied.  Habib  j  and  if  you 
will  come  with  me  behind  this  great  tree,  I 
will  tell  you  aftory  which  will  highly  entertain 
our  mailers.  Put  my  balket  into  your  tent, 
and  if  you  be  not  fatisfied  with  what  1  fhall 
tell  you,  both  it  and  the  fruits  fhall  be  yours. 

'  The  Have,  more  curious  than  greedy,  took 
the  fruits,  and  went  behind  the  tree,  which 
almoft  touched  the  back  of  the  tent,  and  com. 
cealed  the  interview,  fhe  was  now  to  have 

with 
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•with  him.  <(  Come,  fpeak,”  faid  (he,  <f  what* 
have  you  to  fay  to  me  ?” 

t(  Allure  me  that,  if  what  I  tell  you  gives* 
you  very  great  pleafure,  you  will  not  exclaim,  ♦ 
nor  make  the  lead  r.oife.” 

“  Think  on  the  juggler !”  faid  the  old  wo¬ 
man.  u  Thou  mult  be  very  eloquent !  This 
does  not  appear  from  thy  mantle  nor  thy 
fhocs.  Plad  thou  then  made  many  ladies  cry 
out  by  only  fpeaking  to  them  ?” 

(i  No,  my  dear  good  lady,  if  you  don’t  be 
on  your  guard,  you  will  be  the  fir  ft.” 

«  But,”  fays  the  old  woman,  t(  only  look- 
at  the  vagrant  fellow  with  his  balket  of  plumbs, 
who  calls  me  his  good  lady,  and  yet  does  not 
provoke  me!  Have  done,  will  you?  and' 
give  me  this  mighty  pleafure  which  I  wait 
for.” 

«  You  love  the  poor  man  Habib  very  much, 
don’t  you  ?” — And  you  come  here  to  make  me 
weep  ? — On  the  contrary,  if  you  love  him,, 
comfort  yourfelf. — He  lives.” 

In  faying  that,  he  held  her,  and  prevented 
her  from  crying  out. 

Hufli !  hufh  !”  faid  he,  “  my  good  lady, 
•and  make  not  the  lead  noife.  I  myfelf  am 
Habib.  I  will  (hew  you  the  fgn  which  is  on 
my  neck,  and  that  which  was  on  my  bread ; 

and 
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arid  I  wiir  ling  you  the  little  Tong  which  I 
made  for  you.” 

M  How  !  does  the  found  of  his  voice  pene¬ 
trate  me  ?”  faid  the  old  woman  j  and  Ha¬ 
bib  Ihut  her  mouth  with  his  hand. 

“  Take  care,  you  will  make  a  mother  die 
with  furprife  ;  I  come  to  deliver  my  father  from 
the  hands  of  his  enemies,  and  you  will  make 
me  fail  in  my  defign,  if  they  know  who  I  am.? 

“  Hulh  !  hufii  1:  command  yourfelf,  in  the 
name  of  God,  my  good  governefs  ;  (hew  me  a 
tent  where  I  may  conceal  my. felf.  If  I  cannot 
enter  by  the  gate,  I  (hall  creep  under  the  wall; 
and  I  will  fliew  you  how  to  behave,  that  the 
news  of  my  return,  which  you  will  report, 
may  not  occafion  any  revolution,  and  may  be 
kept  fecret  among  us  four,  which  is  requifite 
for  the  fafety  of  us  alL” 

The  good  Have  had  almolt  been  fuffocated* 
however,  (he  could  not  fpeak  more,  for  Ihe 
wept..  There  was  no  perfon  in  her  tent,  and 
fhe  brought  her  pupil  into  it.  There,  after  he 
had  given  her  inftruclions  with  regard  to  the 
manner  in  which  (he  ought  to  inform  his  mo¬ 
ther,  he  endeavoured  to  rind  out  a  method  of 
remaining  concealed,  and  his  good  governefs 
went  to  watch  the  moment  of  opportunity,  to 
fpeak  to  Yamira,  who  fcarcely  ever  left  Sa- 
lamis. 
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Habib  remained  alone,  and  indulged  the 
mod  forrowful  refledions  upon  comparing  the 
formidable  condition  of  his  father’s  camp  in 
former  times,  with  that  in  which  he  had  now 
found  it. 

Single  barriers  no  longer  furrounded  it,  but 
entrenched  palifados  ;  and  if  any  military  pre¬ 
parations  are  making  at  all,  in  that  part  which 
he  eroded,  they  were  only  for  adefenfive  war. 

It  is  impoflible  to  imagine  the  hero’s  impa¬ 
tience  to  embrace  his  father  and  mother,  com¬ 
fort  them,  to  reftore  fight  to  the  refpedable 
author  of  his  life,  and  to  come  to  blows  with 
the  ungrateful  cowards  who  had  taken  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  infirmity  of  their  fovereign,  to  re¬ 
volt,  and  even  to  endanger  his  liberty  by  their 
extravagance. 

Happily,  to  interrupt  thefe  diftrefling 
thoughts,  the  good  governefs  mull  foon  return. 

Sleep  had,  for  fome  time,  (hut  the  eyes 
the  Emir,  and  Yamira  had  retired  into  her  own 
tent  to  enjoy  refrelhment  and  repofe.  The 
governefs  followed,  and  (hut  herfelf  up 
with  her.  “  Madam,”  faid  file,  “  you  have 
much  confidence  in  my  dreams.  I  have  had 
mournful  ones  for  a  long  time  paft,  and  unfor¬ 
tunately  they  were  true  j  but  that  which  I  am 
going  to  relate  to  you  has  filled  me  with  con- 
folation  and  hope. 
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«  The  twenty  Knights  who  had  accompa¬ 
nied  our  child  into  the  defart  were  cowards* 
and  afterwards  liars.  Our  dear  Habib  is  alive. 
He  is  well.  I  iiave  kitted  the  marks  which  he 
has  upon  his  bread,  and  upon  his  arm.” 

«  And  when  you  dreamed  you  kitted  thefe 
marks  can  that  fignify  the  Knights  were  liars* 
and  our  child  alive  V* 

<(  Oh !  madam,”  replied  the  old  woman* 

I  leaned  upon  him ;  he  locked  me  to  hi6 
heart,  which  beat  hard.  It  was  not  the  heart 
of  one  dead,  Madam,  I  afl'ure  you.” — i(  But 
when  and  where  dreamed  you  this  dream  ?” 
“  Juft  now,  Madam  ;  but  take  this  draught  of 
freih  water  j  I  will  tell  you  more  of  it.” 

Yamira  had  the  complaifance  to  drink. 
«  Well,”  faid  the  old  woman,  “  Ido  not  hefi- 
tate  now  to  fpcak  to  you  more  clearly.  Don’t 
die  for  joy. 

(<  I  did  not  dream.  I  faw  and  tenderly- 
embraced  our  very  Habib.  He  arrived  at  this 
houfe,  which  he  calls  his  little  retreat  *,  andtfee 
the  bafket  of  plumbs  he  has  brought  me.  He 
entered  the  camp  under  the  appearance  of  a  poor 
man,  and  his  face  was  bedaubed  with  earth. 
He  does  not  wifti  to  difcover  himfelf  to  any 
perfon  but  his  father  and  us.  That  is  very 
dTential  to  the  intereft  of  his  father ;  you 

knew 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


U 

Tcnow  our  Habib  is  wife,  and  what  he  fays 
thould  be  done.” 

In  fpite  of  the  glafs  of  water  Yamira  was 
fnuch  affe&ed.  She  call  her  eyes  upon  the 
balket  which  contained  the  fruit,  and  could 
only  cry,  *  See  plumbs  from  his  garden  !* 
Then  the  governefs  diffufed  fome  elfences> 
c<  Recover  yourfelf,  Madam,”  faid  Hie, u  a  great 
happinefs  is  about  to  follow,  to  recompenfe  all 
our  forrows.  My  Habib  defired  me  to  look  this 
night  at  the  Iky,  with  the  greatelt  attention, 
for  I  Ihould  not  '  fee  a  ftar  which  was  not  in 
our  favour. 

u  But  where  is  he  ?”  faid  Yamira,- fomewhat 
recovered.  “  In  my  tent,  behind  that  large 
twig  balket,  which  came  full  of  Chiraz-ftuffs. 

»  Take  courage  *,  recover  yourfelf,  Madam. 
Come,  fee  where  the  is.  We  will  (hut  our- 
felves  in  with  him  ;  we  will  comb  his  locks, 
and  walh  his  face ;  and  I  am  much  deceived 
if  we  do  not  find  him  more  handfome  than 
ever.” 

'Yamira  made  an  effort  which  fupported  her 
•  to  the  tent  of  the  governefs.  There,  after 
precautions  againft  furprife  and  alarm,  the 
balket  was  removed,  and  Habib  fell  at  the 
feet  of  his  mother,'  who  was  feated  upon  the 
bed  of  the  governefs. 

-Rccourfe 
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Recourfe  muft  be  had  to  eflences  again,  in 
order  to  recover  both  mother  and  foil  from 
their  common  fwoon. 

At  length  they  revived  in  each  other’s  arms. 
“  Oh  !  my  dear  Habib,”  laid  Yamira,  “  what 
favour  of  Heaven  has  reftored  you  to  us  ?” 

“  She,  Madam,  who  was  promifed  to  me 
by  the  liars.  You  .fee  before  you  the  happy 
hufband  of  Dorathihgoafe,  the  King  of  the 
Seven  Seas,  the  unworthy  inftrument  of  the 
great  Solomon,  the  conqueror  of  the  enemies 
of  God,  and  of  his^prophets  5  but  who  would 
be  miferable  amidft  all  that  fortune,  if  hedid  not 
bring  with  him  the  plryficia'n  which  can  inftantly 
re  (lore  fight  to  his  father.”— “  Sight  to  my  dear 
Salamis  !”  cried  Yamira.  “  Yes,  Madam/’  an¬ 
swered  Habib,  and  that  phyfician  is — my  fpoufe. 
Shehcrfelfycommiffioned  by  the  decrees  of  Her- 
ven  to  effedl  infallibly,  this  marvellous  cure.5* 
“  Your  fpoufe  !”  exclaimed  Yamira,  “  where 
is  flie  ?”  “  In  my  garden  hut ;  Hae  waits 

there  for  an  Arabian  drefs.  Provide  two  of 
them,  under  which  fhe  may  difguife  her  fex, 
and  I  may  be  unknown. 

“We  propofe,  Madam,  to  introduce  to  my 
father,  in  the  eye  of  the  whole  camp,  an  Ara¬ 
bian  phyfician,  and  his  Have.  Give  orders  to 
one  of  Emir’s  grooms,  whofe  diferetion  you 
can  molt  depend  upon,  to  follow  me  with  three 
V ol.  IV,  C  .  '  mules 
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mules  to  my  little  retreat,  where  I  am  going 
immediately,  that  he  may  open  the  gates  on 
our  return. 

“  Announce  to  the  Haves  that  you  have 
fent  to  call  a  phyfician,  and  that  a  tent  mult 
be  prepared  for  his  lodging.  We  will  arrive 
-at  fun-fet,  and  you  need  engage  only  the  go- 
\ernefs  in  our  fervice. 

“  Thus  far,  Madam,  prepare  my  father,  by 
forne  (lory  which  may  elevate  his  fpirits  on  my 
account.  Infpire  him  with  confidence  in  a 
fkillful  man,  who  needs  only  to  fee  his  eyes, 
and  apply  his  fingers  gently  to  them,  in  order 
immediately  to  reftore  his  fight.  I  (hall  not, 
if  polhble,  make  myl'elf  known  to  him  till  after* 
the  operation.’> 

Habib’s  propcfalwas  executed  ;  and  lie  went 
off  to  Ins  retreat,,  going  before  his  father’s 
groom,  without  fpeaking  to  him. 

When  they  approached  the  pales,  lie  called 
the  groom  by  name,  who  was  (truck  with  the 
found  of  his  voice. 

“  Don’t  be  aftoniilied,”  faid  he,  ie  I  have 
fpoken  with  the  voice  of  Habib,  becaufe  I  am 
he.  You  will  fee,  when  you  are  entering,  foine- 
thing  which  will  furprize  you  ftill  more,  the 
Queen,  my  fpoufe.  Prepare  yourfclf  for  what 
we  (hall  appoint  in  favour  of  your  Emir,  my 
father.” 
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The  groom  thought  he  was  dreaming  ;  but 
the  bufinefs  with  which  he  was  charged  foon 
convinced  him  of  the  contrary. 

Habib  put  upon  two  mules  arms  and  riding- 
furniture,  which  he  got  from  Il-Haboul.  He 
and  Dorathil-goaje  put  on  their  difguife. 

The  young  phyfician  was  mounted  upon  the 
belt  mule.  His  flave,  on  foot,  conducted  one 
of  the  mules  ;  the  groom  the  other. 

The  arms  were  covered  with  the  (kins  of 
lions  and  tygers,  which  were  lying  in  the  hut ; 
and  the  little  troop  arrived  at  the  camp  about 
the  twilight,  and  were  admitted. 

Mean  while,  Yamira  and  the  Governefs 
were  attending  Salamis,  who  had  now  awoke. 
They  accofted  him  in  a  tone  lefs  melancholy 
than  ufual.  The  good  Emir  appeared  fatisfied. 

w  Heaven,”  faid  he,  (i  has  humbled  me.  I 
was  too  much  elated  by  its  benefits,  and  it  has 
withdrawn  them,  that  I  may  know  my  infig- 
nificance.  I  blefs  it,  my  dear  Yamira  !  fincftr 

I  fee  you  are  as  refigned  as  I  am. 

“  Though  bereaved  of  my  glory  and  my 
power,  and  of  my  fight,  I  will  brave  that 

II  aver y  which  threatens  me,  fince  you  will  aid. 
me  in  fupporting  it.  My  cowardly  enemies 
fear  not  my  lance,  but  they  will  fear  that  of 
die  great  Prophet,  and  we  (hall  be  revenged, 

C  2  He 
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He  will  unite  us  to  our  Habib  j  and  we  Avail 
be  happy .” 

“  Oh  !”  faid  the  Governefs,  “  after  the 
dream  which  Madam  and  I  have  dreamed,  I 
am  certain  we  (hail  fee  our  Habib.” 

“  What  dream  !”  faid  Salamis.  “Whoever 
heard  of  a  dream  of  two  perfons  r” 

“  We  both  dreamed,  however,  and  each 
of  us  the  fame  dream.  We  fawr  Habib  ;  He  was 
bandfome  ;  he  was  a  King.  He  had  a  Queen, 
beautiful  as  the  Houris. —  He  loved  his  father 
snd  us  with  all  die  native  tenderntfs  of  his 
heart ;  and  he  intended  to  come  hither  and  let 
us  fee  him,  anu - ”  «  See  him  1”  cried  Sa¬ 

lamis,  “  that  will  not  happen  on  earth.  My 
eyes  are  flint — for  ever.” 

“  You  fliall  be,  perhaps,  agreeably  deceived, 
in  this  refpecd,”  replied  the  Governefs.  “  They 
fpeak  of  an  excellent  phyfician.  If  the  apple 
of  the  eye  be  entire  he  reltores  fight  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  and  that  too,  wihout  occafioning 
pain.” 

“  I  have  been  but  too  much  the  dupe  of 
quacks  and  allrologers.”  “  This  man  is  nei¬ 
ther.  He  offers  to  pledge  a  thoufand  pieces  cf 
gold,  before  he  undertakes  it.  If  he  do  not 
fuccecd,  and  occafions  the  lea fb  pain,  he  will 
s  money.”  u  Let  him  pledge  then,”  faid 
T  wlfli  to  gain  the  thoufand  pieces 
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of  gold  for  thofe  of  my  poor  fubje&s  who 
have  been  robbed  of  their  flocks.  It  will  only 
colt  me  a  little  patience.  The  fellow  {ball 
fuller  for  his- villainy.” 

That  compliance  on  the  part  ofSalamis  was 
all  that  Yarnira  could  procure.  Habib  and 
Dorathil-goafe  arrived.  When  they  were  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  Emir’s  apartment,  the  groom 
depofited  the  arms  covered  with  the  fkins. 

The  operation  on  the  Emir’s  eyes  was  now 
to  be  performed  ;  but  the  curious  were  dil'ap- 
pointed,  and  removed.  A  fupper  was  order¬ 
ed  to  be  prepared,  which  the  Governefs  alone 
mult  wait  upon  j  and  the  groom  was  appointed 
to  guard  the  gate  of  the  tent,  to  prevent  any 
perform  from  coming  in. 

Yarnira  announced  thephyfician  to  her  huf- 
bnnd,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  put  into  his  hand 
a  purfe  full  of  gold. 

(t  Weigh  that,  Emir,”  faid  file.  “  See  it 
the  ftipuiation  of  the  phyheian  be  fufficient 
to  cure  you,  and  prepare  to  difpofe  of  the 
gold,  in  cafe  the  operation  fhould  fail. 

«  But  as  you  are  Sovereign,  he  reckons 
your  life  fhould  not  be  endangered  on  fuch  low- 
terms  ;  and,  to  inllitute  a  fort  of  proportion, 
he  begs  you  will  allow  him  to  pledge  his 
head.” 
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u  My  dear  Yamira,”  faid  Salamis,  u  dorrot 
you  make  me  dream,  as  you  and  the  Go- 
verncfs  liave  fo  often  done  ?  Is  not  this  three 
perfons  dreaming  ?” 

M  I  hope,  my  dear  Emir,  that  there  will 
foon  be  five  perfons  dreaming,  and  the  moft 
charming,  and  the  leail  deception  we  can 
make — but  here  comes  the  phyfician.” 

<(  Come  hither  ?”  faid  Emir.  w  Are  you 
certain  you  can  cure  me  ?”  “  As  certain  as  I 

am  of  my  exigence.”  “  You  have  the  voice 
of  an  angel,  and  not  of  a  phyfician.  Have 
you  brought  me  a  favour  from  Heaven  ?  I  did 
not  expert  any  from  it,  and  I  expect  none  but 
from  it.”  Ci  You  miflake  concerning  my  ef- 
ience  »  but  you  explain  my  commiffion.”  u  I 
know  not,  but  your  words  enchant  me,  and  in- 
fpire  me  with  hope.  Look  at  my  eyes.”  “  I 
fee  them.  Allow  me  to  touch  them,  and  ap¬ 
ply  my  thumbs  to  them.” — “•  I  feel  an  a- 
greeable  warmth.—- Oh  !  what  a  fine  fenfation  ! 
It  produces  a  kind  of  fwimming  in  my  brain* 
and  vibrates  through  all  my  nerves.  Methinks 

my  whole  body  is  animated  afrelii.” - 

“  The  operation,  it  fhould  feem,  is  finiflied. 
Open  your  eyes,  Sir:  The  rays  of  the  fun  will 
hurt  them  lefs  than  before.” 

“  Heavens  ! — I  fee,”  cried  the  good  Emir  ; 
and*  before  he  locked  at  any  thing,  he  {truck. 

hia 


ARABIAN  TALES.  -  31 

his  forehead  on  the  ground,  in  order  to-retum 
thanks. 

He  rofe,  after  he  had  prayed  :  “  Where  13 
my  phyfician,”  faid  he,  in  a  trail fport  of  joy 
and  gratitude.  “  Where  is  the  mefi'enger  cf 
God  “  I  am  he.” — “  CeleUial  vifitant  \'r 
— “No  celeftial  am  I.  Oh !  my  virtuous  father  i 
I  am  Dorathil-goafe,  your  daughter,  to  whom 
Fortune  has  facriiiced  you.  I  am  the  fpoufe 
of  your  dear  Habib.” — “  Of  Habib  ?  Come 
hither.  Support  me, — Yamira  !  My  fon  is 

mar - is  alive — is  married. - Where  is  my 

fon  ?”  “  At  your  feet,”  cried  Habib,  throw¬ 

ing  himfelf  down.  “  Oh,  Heaven  !”  cried 
Habib,  “  I  feel  thou  haft  given  me  llrength, 
but  I  have  need  of  much  to  fupport  my  hap- 
pinefs  ■”  and  he  remained  almolt  lifelefs  in  the 
arms  of  the  young  fpoufes. 

But  this  was  only  a  momentary  fufpenfion. 
It  opened  the  fluices  of  two  torrents  of  tears, 
which  were  ready  to  burft  from  his  eyes. 

Thefe  mixed  with  the  tears  of  his  children, 
and  with  thofe  of  Yamira,  his  wife*  and  the 
old  Governefs,  tranfported  with  affection, 
hoped  to  add  her  tribute  of  tears. 

Nature  maintained  her  rights  i  and  affeftion 
fufpended,  for  a  long  time,,  the  movements  of 
curioGty. 
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At  length  Yamira  recollected  that  ihe  mud 
take  Tome  nouriihment,  and  the  governefs,  as 
ihe  was  directed,  waited  on  the  table. 

The  father  wasat  the  head,  between  his  two 
children,  and  Yamira  oppotite  to  him,  enjoy¬ 
ing  a  groupc,  formed  by  the  re-union  of  the 
objects  of  her  aife&ion  io  completely  happy. 

Her  refpiration  had  been  long  checked  by 
fighs.  Her  mouth  opened  only  to  utter  com¬ 
plaints.  Her  heart  had  been  plunged  in  bit¬ 
ter  forrow,  and  her  mind  tormented  by  fear. 
T  he  tears  which  ihe  fhed  were  wafting,  and 
flie  was  dead  to  every  fort  of  pleaiaire,  while 
ilie  lived  only  to  feel  the  ftings  of  grief.  Mif- 
fortune  feemed  to  mark  all  her  fteps. 

AH  was  changed  in  an  inftant;  and  the  flood 
of  tears  which  ihe  ftied  was  turned  into  deli¬ 
cate  joy.  An  inward  enthufiafm  feized  her, 
though  her  lips  did  not  exprefs  it. 

“  Openthyfelf  to  pleafure,  O  my  heart  !  It 
is  no  longer  time  to  iliut  thyfelf  ngainft  impref- 
ftons  which  thou  muft  refill.  Open,  this  in— 
ilant,  and  furniih  abundance  of  tears. 

“  When  every  tear  I  fned  was  accompanied 
with  a  cry  cf  grief,  did  I  then  think  I  fhould,. 
cne  day,  find  fo  much  pleefure  in  tears?” 

O  Laughter !  thou  art  a  deceiver,  thou 
k no v,*e ft  not  how  to  paint  the  happinefs  of  the 

foul. 


ARABIAN  TALES.  33 

foul,  thou  canJft  claim  no  kindred  to  its  fenfi- 
biiitv. 

J 

u  Go  mark  the  fooliflijoy  upon  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  thofe  inanimates  who  court  it ;  but 
get  thee  gone  from  thofe  who  can  tade  the 
fweet  luxury  of  tears. 

“  Dorathil-goafe  !  Habib  !  Ah  !  How  beau¬ 
tiful  are  yours  !  How  they  honour  the  celedial 
forms  of  your  countenances  1” 

Yamira  would  have  continued  her  verfes — 
for  the  fatisfa&ion  {he  felt  recalled  the  fenti- 
ments  of  her  youth — but  the  groupe  which 
w*as  before  her  was  now  feparated. 

The  repad  w'as  (hort.  The  governefs  had 
retired.  And  it  was  time  Salamis  ftiould  learn 
from  his  fon  himfelf,  how  Heaven  had  redorcd 
him  to  his  father. 

The  youthful  hero  related  his  hidory  from 
the  moment  he  departed,  and  fet  out^for  Cauca- 
fus.  He  defcribed  the  conduct  of  the  twenty 
knights,  till  they  abandoned  him  in  the  defart, 
expofed  to  the  coldnefs  of  the  climate,  to  hung;- 
er  and  third,  and  to  the  ferocity  of  wild  beads. 

He  gave  an  ingenuous  account  of  his  travels, 
even  of  his  own  unpardonable  fault,  as  he 
termed  it,  in  the  caves  which  he  was  obliged 
to  pafs,  and  likewife  ift  confequences^ 

He  proceeded  to  mention  his  interview, 
which  doubtlefs  had  been  predeUinated,  with 

the 
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the  daughters  of  the  fea,  whofe  nfiiftance 
had  aleviated  all  his  toils,  and  in  fome  fort 
faved  his  life. 

In  fliort,  he  defcribed  the  happinefs  he  had 
enjoyed,  till  the  moment  that  fortune  had  re¬ 
united  him  to  his  dear  Doratlnl-goafe. 

-lie  told  the  circum (Vances,  which  leading 
him  to  Caucafus,  had  given  him  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  hearing  from  Il-IIaboul,  the  misfortune 
and  extremity  to  which  his  father  and  his  mo¬ 
ther  and  his  tribe  were  reduced,  and  his  fudden 
departure  to  Arabia. 

Salamis  heard  all  without  interrupting  him  y 
but  as  loon  as  he  had  ended,  fi  Do  you  not 
ntend,”  faid  he,  (<  to  take  vengeance  upon  the 
cowardly  knights,  who  had  refolved  to  complete 
your  deflru£tion. 

“  Father,”  replied  Habib,  “  I  believe  that 
would  be  in  vain.  I  leave  them  to  their  re- 
morfe,  and  the  vengeance  of  Heaven.  Such 
monfters  are  too  much  below  me,  to  make  me 
hazard  myfelf  in  the  attempt.” 

s<  What  you  fay  is  magnanimous,”  replied 
Salamis.  “  You  think  like  a  hero,  but  you  fhould 
likewife  think  like  a  king. 

st  Born  avenger  of  guilt,  villains  deferve  no- 
indulgence. 

u  Mult  I  fay  it  ?  Since  them  infamous  trea¬ 
son  ;; 
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fon,  their  cowardice  has  been  the  dcfolation 
of  our  tribe  •,  and  there  is  none  who  d  are  oppofe 
the  enemy. 

“  They  are  fullied  by  a  thoufand  acts  of  in- 
juftice  :  the  crime  which  they  committed  a- 
gainft  you  and  me  remains,  reigns  in  their 
hearts,  and  you  expofe  the  tribe  to  danger  in 
differing  them  to  live. 

<{  Befides,  fince  you  are  to  appear,  their  fe¬ 
lony  will  be  manifeft,  and  you  mult  facrifice 
them  to  the  law. 

“  I  might  add,  did  I  not  know  how  much  you 
are  above  fear,  that  they  will  be  very  danger¬ 
ous  enemies  to  us.” 

Habib  was  convinced,  and  begged  his  father 
to  inftru£t  him  in  the  particulars  of  the  revo¬ 
lution  which  had  taken  place  in  Arabia,  and 
which  11-Haboul  had  only  announced  to  him, 
and  whofe  difmal  effects  he  had  alfo  perceived. 

“  O  my  fon,”  replied  the  virtuous  Emir, 
«  I  wifh  to  punifh  the  monflers,  whofe  ex¬ 
igence  is  deftructive  to  humanity,  and  though 
I  force  you  to  do  violence  to  your  character, 
in  order  to  fecure  to  your  fubje£ts,  how  dif- 
agreeable  it  is  to  me  to  lay  before  you  their 
Blocking  picture,  to  banifh  from  your  heart  the 
fentiment  of  benevolence  towards  them,  which 
ought  ever  to  animate  the  bread  of  a  Muffed 
man !” 
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“  When  my  eyes  were  deprived  of  fight, 
and  the  Arabians  could  no  longer  triumph  with 
me,  and  by  my  means,  I  was  only  a  nuifancc 
upon  the  earth.  The  Emirs  who  were  fubjedt  to 
me  forgot  that  they  owed  to  me  their  elevation  ; 
and  they  all  deferted  me.  They  quarrelled 
among  themfelves,  and  defpifed  even  my 
counfels. 

“  They  accomplilhed  under  me,  by  my 
conduct  and  courage,  the  fubjeCtion  of  the 
numerous  and  formidable  tribe  of  Kleb,  all 
compofed  of  infidels,  worfhippers  of  the  fun 
and  ftars.  We  wrere  obliged  to  reduce  them 
to  flavery,  in  fubjeCting  them  to  a  tribute, 
which  they  fupport  with  reluctance. 

“  There  arofe  among  them  a  warrior  named 
Zir,  a  man  of  a  gigantic  fize,  of  extraordinary 
ftrength,  ambitious,  faCtious,  enterprizing,  and 
cruel. 

K  He  excited  his  friends  to  Tevolt.  They 
took  up  arms  ;  and  while  the  Emirs  were 
idly  difputing  the  honours  of  command,  he 
ranquilhed  them,  difperfed  them,  and  drove 
away  their  flocks.  Thofe  whom  he  has  not  yet 
entirely  fubdued,  are  wandering  in  the  fur- 
rounding  de  farts. 

“  Delivered  from  enemies,  who  could  dif- 
turb  liim,  the  formidable  Zir  has  befieged  my 

camp, 
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camp,  in  order  to  accompliih  the  moll  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  his  project. 

“  The  tribe  of  Benihelal,  from  whom  our  Ho¬ 
ly  Prophet  derives  the  mod  eflential  fervices,  is 
mod  odious  to  the  infidels  ;  Zir  willies  to  reduce 
it  to  that  flavery  from  w*  ich  he  has  freed  his 
own,  and  to  extirpate  every  branch  of  it. 

t(  Hitherto,  the  favourable  fituation  of  our 
camp,  fituated  between  two  deep  hills,  the  dif- 
cipline  which  I  have  maintained,  the  means 
which  I  have  ufed,  in  order  to  render  attacks 
difficult,  and  furprifes  impracticable,  have  all 
retarded  our  defeat :  but  we  are  now  daily  con- 
fuming  ourfelves,  and  the  remains  of  our  flocks 
can  fcarcely  fubfid  around  us. 

Unlefs  you  had  arrived,  and  Heaven  inter- 
pofed  to  redore  you,  we  had  been  either  (lain, 
or  been  the  mod  miferable  Haves. 

Though  the  enemy,  who  know  our  fituation, 
do  not  endeavour  to  dorm  us  in  our  camp, 
they  every  day  prefent  themfelves  at  our  bar¬ 
riers,  and  upbraid,  by  challenges,  the  cowar¬ 
dice  of  our  warriors.  None  of  my  men  dare 
repel  their  infults.  It  lliould  feem,  the  tribe  of 
Benihelal  is  compofed  of  women  and  children.” 

That  recital  was  cutting  to  the  heart  of  Ha¬ 
bib.  His  father  abandoned  ;  his  tribe  degrad¬ 
ed,  were  ideas  which  He  could  not  fupport; 
but  the  blocking  abufe  which  the  chief  cf  the 
Vol.  IV.  D  tribe 
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tribe  of  Kleb  committed,  filled  him  with  rage. 

“  O  my  father,”  faid  he,  I  hope  that  the 
firft  rays  of  the  fun,  will  fee  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  our  vengeance. 

**  Under  thefe  tyger-fkins  which  attracted 
your  attention,  there  are  fuits  of  armour  of  un¬ 
common  form,  which  were  given  me  by  Il-Ha- 
boul  at  my  vifit  to  Caucafus.  Your  groom 
will  get  ready  a  war-horfe,  and  I  will  go  to 
the  barrier,  and  accept  the  defiance  of  thefe  in- 
folent  men,  if  they  prefent  themfelves.  If  they 
do  not,  I  will  go  to  the  tents  of  Zir  and  chal¬ 
lenge  himfelf.” 

“  What  will  become  of  Salamis,”  cried  the 
generous  old  man,  if  he  do  not  accompany  his 
fon  in  fo  noble  an  enterprife  !  Here  are  two 
fuits  of  arms  under  the  goat-ikins  ! — =-Is  this 
one  here  for  my  wife  or  your’s  ?  Is  there  an 
Arabian  worthy  to  put  it  on,  or  able  to  wield 
this  lance  ?” 

At  the  fame  time  he  brandifhed  his  lance 
in  the  air,  in  a  manner  that  infpired  terror. 
Notwithftanding  its  enormous  weight,  it  was 
like  a  reed  in  the  hand  of  a  boy.  “  Oh  !  Ma¬ 
homet  1”  faid  he,  “  thou  haft  reftored  two 
chiefs  to  thy  beloved  tribe  !  What  acceffion  of 
power  and  valour !” 

Yamira  and  Dorathihgoafe,  in  (lead  of  giving 
themfelves  up  to  tears,  were  delighted  to  fee 
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their  fpoufes  aftift  each  other  in  putting  on 
their  arms,  and  making  trial  of  their  weight 
and  temper. 

When  they  were  clad  in  the  armour,  they 
embraced  each  other.  “  Thou  waft  once  my 
fon,”  faid  Salamis,  and  I  was  thy  father  j— 
Now  we  are  brothers  and  rivals  for  honour. 

“  Why  ftiould  we  have  to  combat  with  flaves? 
Let  us,  however,  reflect  that,  in  ferving  our 
great  prophet,  we  {hail  have  our  glory  connec* 
ted  with  his.” 

Salamis  called  his  groom  :  “  Take,”  faid  he, 
*c  two  of  my  befthorfcs,  harncfs  them,  and  bring 
them  to  your  tent :  let  them  be  ready  at  day¬ 
break  5  for  it  is  then  we  (hall  mount  them. 

“  God,  you  fee,  has  given  me  ftrength  with 
my  fight.  My  fon  and  1  will  go  to-morrow 
morning  and  accept  the  defiance  of  the  falfe 
knights  of  the  army  of  Zir. 

“  When  we  go  out  of  your  tent,  follow  us  at 
fome  diftance ;  and,  if  any  one  alk  you  in  the 
camp,  who  we  are,  it  is,  you  may  fay,  two  ftran- 
ger  knights,  who  have  come  to  offer  their 
fervices  to  Salamis.” 

The  groom  retired  to  execute  thefe  corn* 
jnands,  which,  by  means  of  the  darknefs 
and  repofe  that  reigned  in  the  camp,  he  of¬ 
fered  without  being  obferved. 
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The  guards  of  the  Emir’s  tent  faw  two 
knights  go  in  and  come  out,  conducted  by  a 
man  who,  they  knew,  belonged  to  Salamis, 
without  taking  any  notice  of  it. 

At  day-break  the  two  warriors,  in  complete 
armour,  having  embraced  their  wives,  went 
out  unobferved.  They  arrived  at  the  groom’s 
tent,  on  horfeback,  and  waited  within  the  bar¬ 
riers,  that  the  champions  of  Zir  might  repeat 
their  accuftomcd  bravados. 

They  waited  not  long.  There  appeared  fix, 
armed  at  all  points,  and  followed  by  a  fmall 
troop,  which  were,  no  doubt,  attached  to  their 
fervice.  One  of  themdifmounted,  and  addrefled 
the  guard. 

(i  People  of  Arabia,  are  you  fo  foolifli  as  to 
remain  here  ignominioufly  {hut  up  like  the 
cattle  which  you  are  confuming  ?  Do  you  in¬ 
tend  to  die  here  of  hunger,  with  a  blind  man  ? 
;  “  The  chains  which  we  offer  you  are  honour¬ 
able.  We  defign  them  for  the  braved  people 
on  earth,  and,  in  fu'bmitting  to  them,  you  (hall 
have  only  a  common  lot.  Receive  them,  and 
you  fhall  be  a  pillar  of  the  throne  of  the  mod 
mighty  Emir  Zir,  our  glorious  fovereign. 
Leave  an  old  impotent  man,  who  can  {hare 
with  you  only  infirmity,  want,  and  {hame.  We 
will  join  you  to  our  tribe,  and  you  fhall  there 
forget  the  difgrace  of  your  own.  What  are 
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you  doing  with  a  man  fo  much  deferted,  to 
whom  there  is  not  left  one  finglc  knight  who 
is  capable  of  encountering  the  weakeft  of  ours  ? 

“  Slave  thyfelf,  and  fon  of  a  rebel  (lave  l” 
faid  Habib,  “  thou  licit*,”  and,  leaping  from  be¬ 
hind  the  paiifade,  he  launched  with  all  his 
ftrength,  one  of  his  gauntlets  againlt  the  vifor 
of  his  head-piece. 

“  See  my  pledge  for  battle,”  faid  Habib, 
((  dare  to  withftand,  on  foot  or  on  horftback,  a 
knight  of  the  great  Emir  Salamis.” 

Meanwhile,  the  gallant  hulband  of  Dorathil- 
goafe  overleaped  the  barrier,  and  clofed  with 
his  adverfary  before  he  had  time  to  mount  or 
to  take  his  fliield. 

Habib  threw  away  his,  difdaining  every  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  the  combat  inftantly  negan  ;  but 
it  was  foon  decided.  Every  ftroke  of  the  fon  of 
Salamis  penetrated  the  armour  of  his  antago- 
nift,  who  was  ftretched  dead  at  his  feet,  before 
the  other  knights  of  the  tribe  of  Kleb  could 
arrive,  to  bring  relief  to  their  champion. 

The  firlt  who  came  ruflied  upon  Habib,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  law  of  arms,  in  order  to  pufh  him 
down  with  his  horfe.  The  gallant  fon  of  Sa¬ 
lamis  fuftained  the  Ihock,  gave  him  a  mortal 
wound,  and  threw  him  to  the  ground. 

Salamis  illued  from  the  barrier,  encountered 
the  third,  and  unhorfed  him.  His  fon,  to 
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whom  the  groom  had  brought  his  horfe,  joined 
him,  and  they  both  rufhed  againft  the  three  re¬ 
maining  warriors  of  the  tribe  of  Kleb. 

They  would  have  fled,  if  they  had  not  been 
awed  by  the  prefence  of  their  tribe.  Terror, 
however,  feized  them.  They  were  thrown 
down  ;  and  the  terrible  blows  which  they  re¬ 
ceived  killed  them. 

•  Salamis  and  his  fon  went  in  again  to  the 
camp.  Every  knight  in  the  tribe  of  Beni- 
helal  prefled  around  them  half  armed.  Joy, 
mixed  with  jyaloufy  and  fhame,  appeared  in 
the  countenances  of  thefe  difpirited  -warriors  ; 
and  they  wifh  to  know  who  thefe  two  heroes 
were,  who  had  gained  over  fix,  a  vi&ory  in 
their  favo.gr,  fo  prompt,  and  on  fuch  unequal 
terms. 

The  two  heroes  did  not  lift  up  the  vifor  of 
their  head-pieces ;  hut  bowed  refpe£lfully  to 
thofe  who  loaded  them  with  encomiums.  Nor 
did  they  fpeak.  The  groom  who  fpoke  for  them 
faid  no  more,  than  that  they  were  two  gallant 
itranger  knights,  who  had  come  to  offer  their 
fervices  to  the  Emir,  into  whofe  houfe  they 
begged  to  be  introduced ;  that  they  might  be 
known  to  him,  and  acknowledged  as  his  friends. 

The  two  heroes  remounted  their  fteeds,  and 
fet  out  for  the  tent  of  Salamis.  The  groom 
went  before  them,  and  entered  firft,  to  an¬ 
nounce 
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nounce  them,  and  inftantly  they  were  myfte- 
rioufly  introduced. 

They,  threw  themfelves  into  the  open  arms- 
of  Yamira  and  Dorathil-goafe.  The  iron 
which  covered  them  feemed  to  (often,  and  to 
yield  to  the  clofenefs  and  tendernefs  of  their 
embraces. 

A  victorious  knight  is  a  ravifhing  objeCt  to 
his  lady.  How  many  titles  did  they  add  to  thofe 
fweeteft  and  mod  endearing  of  all  careffes  ?. 
The  two  happy  couples  then  yielded  to  love* 
which,  when  refined  by  virtue,  never  ap- 
proaches  excefs. 

Their  wives  now  (tripped  off  the  armour  of 
our  heroes,  and  ferved  them  up  arepaft,  which 
they  had  need  of.  Salamis  learned  that  the 
tent  was  furrounded  with  the  curious  of  all 
ranks.  He  bade  tell  them,  that  having  reded 
badly  in  the  night,  he  had  need  of  repofe. 
Meanwhile  he  gave  orders  to  proclaim  in  the 
camp,  that  he  would  hold  a  council  of  his 
w  knights  before  mid-day  prayers. 

The  report  of  the  phyfician’s  arrival  was 
fpread  abroad  ;  but  the  phyfician  and  his  (lavo 
had  both  difappeared.  It  was  thought  that 
s  the  Emir,  not  having  confidence  in  the  oper¬ 
ation  which  was  propofed  to  him,  had  dernly 
difmiffed  the  man  who  had  offered  to  attempt  it. 
,  On 
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On  the  other  hand,  every  one  aficed  at  what 
time,  and  by  what  gate,  the  two  Knights  in 
complete  armour,  had  entered  a  clofs  camp,  and 
penetrated  to  the  Emir,  without  being  obferv- 
ed  by  any  one,  even  by  the  guard. 

While  they  conjectured  on  thefe  two  circum- 
ftances,  Salamis,  Yamira,  Habib,  and  Dora- 
thil-goafc,  enjoyed  the  Tweets  of  repofe,  which 
they  had  much  need  of ;  and  all.  who  were  to 
meet  at  the  council  prepared  themfelves  to  fee 
the  novelty  which  was  there  to  be  exhibited. 
None  negleCted  to  appear  at  the  hour  appointed. 

Salamis  received  his  Knights  feated  on  his 
fopha.  He  covered  his  forehead,  that  he  might 
conceal  the  fire  which  had  lately  reanimated 
his  looks. 

As  foon  as  they  had  all  aflembled,  and  had 
fat  down,  he  fpake  to  them  as  follows  :  (t  Emirs 
and  Knights,  who  conftituted  the  glory  of  the 
tribe  of  Benihelal,  before  it  had  incurred  the 
wrath  of  the  great  Prophet,  I  did  not  expeCt 
ever  to  be  inftruCted  in  the  caufe  of  this  our 
great  calamity,  nor  to  fee  the  end  of  its  afflict¬ 
ing  progrefs. 

«  Putting  always  my  hope  in  God,  I  am  re- 
figned  to  his  will ;  and  he  has  juft  now  let  me 
know  it.— At  the  fame  time,  he  has  revealed  to 
me  the  dreadful  crime  which  fome  of  that  tribe  * 
have  committed.  They  have  provoked  Heaven* 
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and  drawn  upon  us  the  fcourges  with  which  we 
have  been  chaftifed. 

“  O !  Emirs,  and  above  all,  ye  Knights  of 
Arabia,  who  liften  to  me  !  you  harbour  amongft 
you  falfe  and  cowardly  hearts,  fouls  blacken¬ 
ed  by  the  darkeft  treachery,  and  the  mod  cri¬ 
minal  of  all  felonies. 

<£  From  the  moment  they  became  guilty 
Mahomet  turned  away  his  face  from  us.  Hea¬ 
ven  changed,  and  the  ftars  became  our  ene¬ 
mies,  and  we  were  abandoned  to  infidels. 

“  I,  though  innocent,  yet  as  being  your 
chief,  was  ftruck  blind,  infomuch  that,  being 
rendered  incapable  of  a£ion,  I  faw  my  coun- 
fels  defpifed.  You  are  no  longer  confident  of 
your  ftrength,  nor  dare  you  face  the  enemy. 
You  have  become  an  object  of  ridicule  to 
them.  Thofe  who  formerly  always  depended 
on  their  own  efforts  have  felt  their  courage 
fail,  and  lkulked  behind  the  entrenchments. 

££  The  tribes  which  were  fubjett  to  us  have 
withdrawn  the mfe Ives,  without  being  able  to 
avoid  the  contagion  of  the  misfortunes,  drawn 
by  the  crime  upon  the  tents  of  the  Arabians. 
Their  enemies,  as  little  courageous  as  we,  but 
more  imprudent  ftill,  divided  among  them- 
felves,  have  differed  their  brothers  to  fall  by 
the  fword  of  their  revolted  flaves $  and  thofe 
who  have  not  had  recourfe  to  rebellion,  have 
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fought,  in  the  moft  frightful  defarts,  the  refer¬ 
able  refource  of  an  ignoble  fecurity. 

“  We,  arrived  almoft  at  the  height  of  mis¬ 
fortune,  have  at  length  attracted  the  looks  of 
companion;  and  Divine  Jultice experts  no  more 
from  us  than  the  punilhment  of  guilt,  which 
it  inflirts  with  relurtance  upon  the  innocent, 
in  order  to  remit  it  to  the  enemy’s  camp. 

((  Do  you  confent  to  deliver  immediately  to 
the  punifhment  which  they  deferve,  thofe  who 
are  about  to  be  convirted  of  having  drawn  up¬ 
on  the  faithful  Muffiilmans  of  Arabia  the  dread¬ 
ful  misfortunes  by  which  they  have  been  defo- 
lated  ?” 

The  Emir  pronounced  that  fpeech  with  a  tone 
of  firmnefs  and  authority  which  they  did  not 
expert,  in  that  {fate  of  abafement  in  which  they 
fuppofed  him  to  be.  The  affembly  were  afto- 
nilhed.  Some  looks  were  call  upon  the  ground, 
but  an  unanimous  wilh  was  vifibly  manifefted, 
that  the  horrible  crime  which  Heaven  purfued 
with  vengeance  fliould  be  inftantly  punilhed, 
by  the  death  of  thofe  who  (hould  be  convirted 
of  it. 

“  One  wiihes  for  evidence,”  faid  the  Emir. 
Then,  rifing,  he  made  Habib  come  out  from 
behind  the  curtain  which  concealed  him.— 
“  Appear,  my  fon,  and  convirt  the  nineteen 
Knights  here  prefent  of  the  faifenefs  of  the  re¬ 
ports 
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ports  which  they  made  of  your  death  to  me, 
and  to  all  the  tribe.” 

Then  addrefling  the  guilty  Knights  :  “  Cow¬ 
ards,  and  cruel  deceivers,  dare  to  deny  that, 
chofen  from  edeem,  and  appointed  by  me  to 
guard  and  defend  your  Prince,  adding  guilt  to 
pufilanimity,  you  refolved  to  abandon  him,  in 
order  to  flielter  yourfelves  from  fhame  and  our 
vengeance.  You  left  him,  after  depriving  him 
of  every  refource  while  he  flept,  and,  taking 
away  even  his  arms,  you  expofed  him  at  once 
to  hunger,  to  third,  to  the  fury  of  the  elements, 
and  to  the  rage  of  ferocious  beads  !” 

Habib  prcfented  himfelf.  The  Knights 
were  thunderdruck. 

“  Ye  Knights,”  continued  Salamis,  (<  of 
the  tribe  of  Benihelal,  the  judgment  and  exe¬ 
cution  of  thefe  criminals  belong  to  you.  It  is 
your  part  to  avenge  the  children  of  Mahomet 
upon  thofe  who  have  dilhonoured  his  favourite 
tribe,  and  brought  the  rod  of  Heaven  upon  it 
and  all  the  red.” 

The  guilty  Knights  fpoke  not  a  word.  In¬ 
deed,  what  could  they  have  alleged  in  their  de¬ 
fence  ? 

They  were  indantly  furrounded,  and  bound 
in  chains.  Their  armour  was  torn  off  them  piece 
by  piece.  The  executioners  feized  them,  and  led 
them  out  of  the  camp.  Their  heads  were  cut  off 
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with  a  fabre,  and  their  bodies  given  to  the 
beads  of  prey. 

Rabir  had  efcaped  the  infamy  of  thispunifh- 
ment  by  death,  foon  after  his  return. 

The  thought  of  the  crime  to  which  he  had 
confented  did  not  permit  him  to  reft,  and  oc- 
cafioned  his  death,  which,  in  any  other  view, 
one  would  confidcr  as  premature. 

After  rendering  to  their  Sovereigns  the  juf- 
tice  which  they  could,  the  Knights  were 
eager  to  teftify  their  joy  upon  the  return  of  Ha¬ 
bib. 

While  Salamis  fpoke,  the  importance  of  his 
fpeech  had  arrefted  their  attention,  and  pre¬ 
vented  them  from  remarking  the  fire  which 
,  beamed  in  his  locks. 

At  their  return,  Salamis  addrefted  them  all 
one  by  one  ;  and  they  obferved,  with  furprife, 
that  he  had  recovered  his  fight.  “  You  muft 
have  heard,”  faid  the  Emir,  “  of  a  phyfician 
who  was  introduced  to  me,  by  the  grace  of 
God  and  his  Prophet.  His  means  were  fuc- 
cefsful.  But  that  is  not  the  only  favour  we 
have  received. 

‘‘  The  victory  which  my  fon  and  I  gained 
this  morning  is  the  pledge  of  all  thofe  we  are 
to  expe<!ft.  Valiant  Arabians  !  no  ftain  of  guilt 
is  any  longer  upon  you.  Refume,  with  your 
former  confidence  in  your  forces,  all  your  ac- 
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cuftomed  bravery  and  ardour  *,  and  prepare  to 
march  againft  the  tents  of  Zir.  I  wiih  to  have 
with  me  only  my  Knights  ;  my  other  warriors 
will  remain,  and  take  care  of  the  flocks,  in  the 
diftant  paftures  to  which  I  wifh  them  to  be  con¬ 
duced.  The  camp  too,  muff  be  well  guarded. 

“  Let  thofe  of  our  tribes  who  are  wander¬ 
ing  in  the  defart  be  informed,  that  fear  fin  11 
dwell  to-morrow  in  the  tents  of  our  enemies, 
and  is  about  to  be  banifhed  from  the  hearts  of 
all  thofe  who  fliall  repair  again  to  the  ilandard 
of  Salamis. 

t(  In  the  mean  time,  fince  we  have  been  able 
to  re-unite  formidable  forces,  which  can  Itrike 
terror  into  our  enemies,  and  fpare  11s  the  dif- 
trefs  of  a  too  bloody  viCory,  let  all  the  Ara¬ 
bians  who  continue  to  worfhip  the  true  God 
rejoice,  and  make  all  the  Arabians  who  wor- 
Ihip  the  true  God  rejoice  with  me,  if  they  can, 
on  account  of  the  favours  which  I  have  now 
received. 

“  The  return  of  Habib,  and  the  happinefs 
of  recoverng  rny  fight,  are  not  the  only  fa¬ 
vours  done  me.  It  is  the  Queen  of  the  .Seven 

Seas  which  are  at  the  extremitv  of  the  eafL— 

— -  * 

It  is  Dorathil-goafe,  the  wife  whom  the  O  ars 
Lave  promifed  to  my  Ton,  whom  Heaven  has 
commifiioned  to  come,  and  reftore  me  the 
•ftrength  of  my  beft  years,  and  the  power  of 
raifing  towards  the  firmament  of  heaven  my 
eyes,  which  were  once  darkened. 

Vo l.  IV.  E 
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Let  this  be  refoundcd  in  all  the  countries 
fubjecf  to  the  laws  of  the  Alcoran,  that  thanks 
may  be  rendered  to  God  and  his  Prophet. 

<(  Let  religious  feftivals  be  every  where  ap¬ 
pointed.  It  is  not  the  body  but  the  foul  which 
ought  to  rejoice  at  the  return  of  our  blifs,  an¬ 
nounced  by  fuch  lingular  favours  and  aftoniih- 
in<*  miracles. 

o 

IC  Let  the  tranfports  of  our  gratitude  break 
forth  and  re-echo  through  all  the  tents  of 
Zir,  and  {hake  every  heart  that  remains  at-  • 
tached  to  him.” 

Thankfgivings  were  unanimoully  and  pub¬ 
licly  rendered  in  all  the  camp  of  Salamis, 
with  that  folemnity  and  fplendour  which  they 
could  derive  from  his  fituation. 

Dcrathil-goafe  received  the  homage  of  all 
the  tribe  of  Benihelal,  and  the  camp  refound¬ 
ed  with  the  acclamations  which  ufually  attend 
feftivals  and  public  rejoicings. 

The  camp  of  Salamis  had  the  appearance  of 
the  greateft  profperity,  and  the  happy  news 
were  fpread  abroad,  and  drew  thither,  in  fuc- 
celhon,  the  Knights  of  the  other  tribes,  whom 
•misfortune  had  difperfed. 

Salamis  rejoiced,  and  engaged  Habib  and 
his  wife  to  receive  them  favourably.  He  him- 
felf  prevented  their  apologies  and  confufion, 
in  attributing  to  the  chaftifement  of  'Heaven 
the  conduct  which  was  purfued  with  refpetl 

to 
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to  him.  In  five  days,  the  Emir  faw  himfelf 
furrounded  by  a  numerous  body  of  Knights, 
impatient  to  wipe  off,  by  fates  of  valour,  the 
fliame  with  which  defe&ion  on  the  one  hand, 
and  ina&ivity  on  the  other,  had  covered  them. 

Zir  could  not  be  ignorant  of  that  revolution 
The  defeat  of  his  fix  warriors  had  prepared 
him  for  it. — Three  of  them  remained  dead  on 
the  field  of  battle.  Three  were  prifoners  in 
the  camp  of  Salamis,  who  communicated  to 
their  tribe  the  news  which  had  reached  theiir 
prifon,  and  Zir  was  ftruck  with  one  aftonifh- 
ment  after  another,  when  he  heard  of  the  hid¬ 
den  cure  of  Salamis,  and  the  return  of  Habib 
with  a  Queen  whom  he  had  married.  He  faw 
who  were  the  two  warriors  who  had  fought 
with  his  Knights,  and  reproached  himfelf  with 
not  being  at  the  barriers  of  the  enemy,  to  fuf- 
tain  a  fhock  by  which  his  friends  had  received 
fuch  a  calamity.  ' 

The  opinion  which  he  entertained  of  himfelf 
led  him  to  think  he  would  have  come  off  vic¬ 
torious  ;  and  he  refolved  to  repair  the  honour 
of  his  arms,  by  giving  a  defiance  to  Salamis,  at 
the  head  of  his  camp. 

His  fifter  Yemana,  a  wife  and  beautiful  Prin- 
«efs,  though  (he  knew  the  uncommon  ftrength 
and  courage  of  her  brother,  was  not  of  his 
opinion. 

E  2  u  My 
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ct  My  brother/’  faid  fhe  to  him,  tx  you  view 
my  opinion,  perhaps,  as  the  effect  of  my  at¬ 
tachment  to  principles  different  from  yours. — 
Whatever  be  the  ftremith  of  him  whom 
we  have  fo  long  called  the  great  Salamis,  though 
I  allowed  fomething  to  Fortune,  I  fhould  be¬ 
lieve  that  you  are  able  to  make  her  balance  in 
your  favour  ;  but  I  alcribe  much  to  the  ftars. 

“  Their  malignant  influences  have  crufhed 
the  tribe  of  Benihelal,  which,  with  all  thofe 
under  his  power,  have  been  abandoned  to  you, 
and  you  have  conquered  them. 

“  But,  my  brother,  Heaven  changes,  and 
the  influence  of  the  flats  change?  along  with  it. 

“One  misfortune,  and  one  happy  event,  are 
always  followed  by  others,  and  we  never  fetrk 
for  the  true  caufe. 

u  Ccnfider  the  happy  events  which,  almofk 
to  a  prodigy,  have  been  accumulated  in  favour 
of  our  enemies,  and  think  on  the  means  of  re¬ 
pairing  your  fortune,  and  that  of  the  tribe  of 
Kleb,  of  which  you  alone  are  the  true  refour- 
ccs,  without  hazarding  your  glory.” 

“  I  (hall  think  on  thefe,  my  dear  filler, 
when  I  have  gained  the  vi£tory  over  Salamis. 
His  glory  troubles  me  more  than  his  power. — 
I  faw  hirn  laid  low  ;  he  has  rifen  from  his 
allies. 

“  He  has  raifed  up  a  fon,  to  put  another  ob- 
flacle,  if  it  be  poflible,  to  the  extent  of  my  fame. 

“  All 
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«*  All  Arabia  is  too  narrow  for  me  ;  judge 
if  I  can  fupport  the  idea  of  two  rivals.  My 
filter,  your  liars  may  take  what  direction  they 
pleafe,  but,  if  they  be  contrary  to  me,  I  will 
make  them  turn  pale  with  fear  for  the  cham¬ 
pions  which  they  lhall  prefer  to  me.” 

While  Yemana  and  her  brother  held  this 
converfation,  Emir  Salamis,  at  the  head  of  his 
valfals,  advanced  towards  the  tents  of  the  tribe- 
of  Kleb,  which  were  only  three  leagues  dif- 
tant  from  his. 

They  could  foon  go  over  that  fpace.  Zir> 
who  w-A6  warned  of  their  approach,  brought 
out  near  an  equal  number  of  warriors ;  and  the 
two  armies  were  almolt  within  trie  reach  of 
arrows. 

Zir,  dillinguilhable  by  his  lize,  proudly  pro¬ 
voked  his  prancing  Heed,  in  the  front  of  his 
fquadrons.  Salamis  wilhed  to  give  the  de¬ 
fiance,  and  combat  him  :  ((  No,  my  father*, 
no  !*  cried  the  young  warrior.  «  Heaven,  by 
preferring  and  reltoring  me,  has  committed  to 
me  the  charge  of  avenging  you.” 

“  You  are  too  young,  Habib,”  faid  that  ten¬ 
der  father.  “  Your  limbs  have  not  yet  acqui¬ 
red  fufficient  llrength  to  cope  with  a  giant.” 

u  Ah  !  gallant  father  !”  faid  Dorathil-goafe* . 
i(  can  you  doubt  that  the  hero  whom  you 
have  produced  is  not  worthy  of  you  !  Remain 
fatisfied  with  the  glory  which  you  have  gain- 

E  ^  .  c  d . . 
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ed.  Charge  my  Habib  with  your  quarrel,  and 
you  fhall  fee  that  no  giant  is  a  match  for  him.” 

Habib  then  quitted  his  Parthian  lance,  and 
took  up  an  Arabian  one,  in  order  to  conform 
to  the  manner  in  which  his  enemy  was  armed, 
lie  advanced  at  the  ordinary  ftep  of  his  horfe  j 
and,  lifting  his  vifor,  he  raifed  the  fliout  of 
defiance. 

Zir  advanced  j  and,  a  {Turning  a  tone  of  irony, 
•c  You  have,”  laid  he,  “  a  very  fine  voice. — 
Are  you  a  lady  ?” — “  You  (hall  know,”  an- 
fwered  Habib  boldly. 

“  Ah,  I  know  thee,  my  child.  I  have  feen 
thee  upon  the  knees  of  Yamlra.  Thou  hadft 
very  muc^gracefulnefs.  Thy  father  has  not 
lent  thee  to  fight  with  me  j  he  muft  know  I 
love  youth.  Go  tell  him  I  wait  for  him,  and 
that  I  never  meafure  my  ftrength  but  with 
men.” 

“  My  father,”  replied  Habib,  w  is  not  to 
fight  with  a  revolted  Have..  I  learned,  upon 
the  knees  of  my  mother,  to  defpife  infolent 
perfons.” 

“  13 ut,  young  man,  I  am  about  to  make 
your  mother  go  into  mourning  a  fecond  time  ; 
and  you  ought  to  confider  fhe  will  never  quit 
it.  Go,  I  fay,  feck  your  father.” 

u  However  vain  he  may  be  on  account  of 
his  ancient  triumphs,  will  not  the  trophy  of 

my 
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my  arms,  if  he  can  gain  them,  magnificently 
enough  adorn  his  tent  ?” 

((  I  have  told  thee,  Have,  that  my  father- 
cannot  do  thee  the  honour  to  accept  thy  de¬ 
fiance.  Thou  haft  a  thoufand  times  been  led 
forth  to  battle,  finging.the  victories  which  he  has 
gained  over  people  more  valiant  than  thou  art. 
Thy  defeat  can  add  nothing  to  his  glory.  Pray 
take  not  the  trouble  to  fend  my  mother  a  fuit 
of  mourning.  I  cannot  fend  fuch  a  prefent 
to  thine.  It  is  well  known  thou  never  could  ft 
know  who  lhe  was.  But  I  promife  an  ample 
one  to  thy  filter,  Yemana.” 

Prefumptuous  !”  Paid  Zir,  pufhing  forward 
on  horfeback,  “  I  have  been  a  thoufand  times 

t 

led  forth  to  battle,  finging  the  vuftories  of  thy 
father  !  The  tribe  of  Kleb  was  under  flavery, 
and  (laves  are  compelled  to  fmg.  Thy  mother, 
thy  adventurer,  thy  ()neen  found  in  ths  defarts, 
ihall  to-morfow  fing  mine.  They  lhall  bear 
my  chains,  and  bend  at  my  will.  I  will  drench 
with  their  blood  the  fame  earth  which  fhall 
have  drunk  thine  and  thy  father’s.”  Saying 
this,  he  drove  his  lance  againft  Habib. 

The  young  Prince  perceived  his  aim.  Pie 
made  Ins  horfe  ftep  quickly  afide,  and  covered 
himfelf  immediately.  The  lance  palled  him, 
and  dropt  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  paces. 

Habib  attacked  Zir,  and,  elevating  his 
dance  :  “  Thou  haft  dared,”  fuid  he,  “  to  pro- 

nounce 
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nounce  the  name  of  my  mother  and  of  ray 

wife.  Thou  haft  infulted  them,  as  a  coward 

infuits  the  ladies.  Thy  filter  is  very  weak*, 

and  lhe  will  be  (till  more  fo  after  thy  death,. 

which  will  give  hor  every  right  to  my  compaf- 

fion.  Then,  tapping  him  thrice  upon  the 

fhoulder  with  his  lance  :  “  Go,”faidhe,  (<  feek 

thy  weapon  where  thy  aukwardnefs  has" made 

thee  throw  it.  Could  ft  thou  not  have  fallen— 

% 

cd  it  to  thy  wrift,  fmce  thou  launeheft  fo  much 
at  random  !  With  arms  1  defpife  thee,  and 
without  them  thou  art  only  an  object  of  deri- 
fion  to  me.”  Zir,  tranfported  with  rage,  ran. 
to  his  weapon,  fnatched  it  up,  and,  returning 
upon  Habib,  launched  it  againft  him  with  all 
the  force  which  fury  could  give  to  his  natural 
ftrength,  which  was  uncommon. 

Habib,  by  an  artful  motion,  faved  his  body, 
putting  his  leg  under  that  of  hishorfe.  The 
lance  pa  fled  at  a  foot  and  a  half  diftance  from 
his  faddle,  and  the  point  pierced  a  tree  fomc 
yards  olf. 

Then  Habib  threw  down  his  lance  ;  and  Zir 
became  more  furious,  by  a  piece  of  ceremony 
which  he  reckoned  a  proof  of  difdain,  drew  his 
fcimitar,  and  poured  upon  his  adverfary  a 
iliower  of  ftrokes,  countlefs  as  the  hail. 

The  ftrength  of  the  two  champions  was, 
perhaps,  equal.  Not  fo  their  felf-command, 
nor  their  dexterity.  AH  the  ftrokes  were 

watched 
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watched  and  ftnmned,  whereas  his  adverfary 
did  not  aim  one  which  did  not  break  off  fome 
part  of  the  ftrong  armour  of  Zir.  He  was 
vulnerable  now  ill  all  parts,  and  the  moment 
he  railed  his  arm  to  ftrike  the  fon  of  Safa  mi  9, 
a  back  ftroke  from  the  hand  of  that  hero  pre¬ 
vented  him,  and  wounded  his  arm.  Zir  now 
wilhed  to  feek  his  fafety  in  flight,  but,  by  a 
fecond  back  ftroke,  his  head  fell  at  the  feet  of 
the  conqueror. 

The  two  camps,  and  even  the  ladies,  were 
fpe£lators  of  the  combat  of  Habib  and  Zir. — 
The  Knights  on  both  fides  heard  the  words, 
and  remarked  the  a&ions  and  demeanour  of 
the  gallant  fon  of  Salamis  with  fentiments  of 
admiration :  «  What  franknefs”  faid  they, 
“  what  felf-command  !  what  dignity!  what 
(kill !  what  ftrength  and  graces  united  : — Nor¬ 
thing  can  withftand  that  hero.” 

But  if  their  fentiment9  were  undivided  in 
judging  of  the  combat,  different,  indeed,  were 
the  emotions  which  the  iflue  of  it  occafloned. 

The  tribe  of  Kleb  were  confounded.  They 
confidered  themfelves  conquered  by  the  lofs  of 
one  man,  and  the  valour  of  a  lingle  hero..  All 
the  Knights  returned  to  the  camp,  as  if  by  con¬ 
cert,  in  order  to  take  meafures  to  withdraw 
their  beft  effe&s  from  pillage,  a  neceffarycon- 
feouence  of  the  entire  defeat  to  which  they  faw 

themfelves 
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themfelves  expofed.  The  common  people  dif- 
perfed  themfelves  in  fmall  companies  through 
the  country,  and  endeavoured  thus  to  efcape  a 
flavery  more  infuppor'cable  than  that  from, 
which'they  wifhed  to  free  themfelves.  That 
part  of  the  army  of  Salamis  which  he  himfelf 
commanded  moved  regularly  on,  to  avail  them¬ 
felves  of  the  advantage  which  the  fon  of  their 
Emir  had  gained,  and  of  the  diforder  which 
they  obferved. 

As  for  Habib,  full  of  confidence  in  his  for¬ 
tune,  his  forces,  and  courage,  he  entered  into- 
the  camp  of  the  tribe  of  Kleb,  in  the  train  of 
his  warriors.  None  offered  to  oppofe  him* 
and  he  proceeded  to  the  tent  of  YemanaiK 

The  Princefs,  accompanied  by  fifty  of  her 
guards,  had  feen  the  combat  from  a  diftance, 
mounted  upon  a  convenient  and  elevated  ho~ 
dage  *,  which  had  been  made  upon  her  het- 
nacka .  The  moment  fhe  had  feen  her  brother 
ftretched  upon  the  ground,  fhe  went  to  the 
camp,  and  approached  his  tent,  to  take  away 
effects  which  fhe  confidered  as  valuable  to  her. 

She  received  them  from  the  hands  of  his- 
friends.  Then  Habib  came  to  her.  The  guard 

with 

|  The  ladies  are  mounted  upon  female  camels,  which  are 
named  bet  nacka  A  carpet  rolled  into  a  round  form  is  put 
upon  their  hack,  in  the  middle  of  which  there  is  a  com¬ 
modious  place  for  a  lady  and  her  flave  This  is  called  h*dage. 
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■fcrith  which  flie  was  furrounded  put  themfelves 
in  condition  to  defend  her. 

“  Wlio  are  you,”  faid  Ihe  to  him,  “  who 
Tefift  a  conqueror,  my  brother,  the  favourite  of 
Heaven  !  Preferve  your  life,  which  you  would 
vainly  hazard.  I  would  rather  be  a  volun¬ 
tary  Have  than  a  Princefs  fubdued  by  force  of 
arms.” 

Then  turning  from  Habib,  u  Gallant  Emir,” 
faid  Ihe  to  him,  i(  he  who  has  overturned  the 
cedar  will  difdain  to  lavifh  his  blows  upon  the 
feebleft  branch  of  that  majeftic  tree  now  fal¬ 
len.”4 

Mean  while  Ihe  alighted  from  her  hetnaha , 
fupported  by  her  footmen,  and  feized  the  hand 
of  Habib,  faying  to  him :  “  Prince,  you 
fee  a  deftitute  lady,  who  trulls  in  your  vir¬ 
tues,  and  delivers  herfelf  up  to  you?  difcre- 
tion.” 

The  hero  received  her  with  teltimonies  of 
refpeft  :  <f  Never,  Madam,”  faid  he  to  her, 
“  did  the  fon  of  Salamis  learn  of  his  father  to 
take  advantage  of  a  lady’s  misfortunes.  I  re- 
ftore  your  eftate  to  you  in  his  name,  and  I  flat¬ 
ter  myfelf  I  fhall  be  applauded  for  this.  You 
are  free,  Madam !  and  Princefs  of  all  your 
tribe.  Made  fovereign  of  this  people,  cure 
them  of  their  inquietude  ;  Ihew  them  their 
duties.  My  father,  good  Muflulman,  has  no 
^higher  ambition  than  to  make  his  fubje£ts 

happyj 
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happy ;  even  thofe  who  have  blindly  revolted 
from  him. 

“  Aflift  me,  Madam,  in  checking  the  dif- 
order  which  I  fee  here.  It  would  increafe  the 
pillage,  which  I  wifh  to  flop.  Appoint  a  guard, 
while  I  go  to  recall  your  warriors,  and  even 
the  women,  whom  fear  has  difperfed.  Com¬ 
mand  like  a  fovereign,  and  let  your  tents  af- 
fume  their  former  luftre,  their  dignity,  and, all 
the  ornaments  of  which  they  were  ftripped.” 

Yemana,  confounded  with  a  conduct  fo  he¬ 
roic,  being  lefs  furprifed  than  any  of  the  reft, 
becaufe  her  foul  was  more  elevated,  af- 
furred  the  tone  of  a  fovereign,  as  Habib  had 
dire&ed  her,  and  gave  all  neceflary  orders  to 
eftablifh  order  and  tranquillity  in  her  camp. 

The  warrior  of  the  troop  commanded  by  Sa- 
lamis,  and  which  marched  before  the  body  of 
the  army,  came  to  their  young  Sultan.  He 
Rationed  them  near  Yemana,  and  fent  others 
to  put  a  ftop  to  the  pillage,  and  take  the  fpoil 
from  thofe  of  his  men  who  were  already  load¬ 
ed  with  it.  Salamis  faw  the  fcattered  compa¬ 
nies  of  the  tribe  of  Kleb  arranging  themfelves 
quietly  under  their  tents,  at.  the  moment  in 
.ydiich  orders  were  given  to  purfuethem. 

He  learned  that  this  was  the  effe<ft  of  the 
good  order  eftablifhed  by  his  fon.  He  enter¬ 
ed  into  the  conquered  camp,  with  Yamira  and 
Horathil-goafe,  and  was  conduced  to  the  tents 

of 
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of  Yemana.  When  the  Princefs  of  Kleb  faw 
them  aTrive,  {he  rofe  to  meet  them  and  the 
Emir  with  the  air  of  a  fuppliant.  Habib  pre¬ 
vented  her  humiliation  :  “  O !  my  glorious 
Sovereign,”  faid  he  to  his  father,  “  I  have 
promifed  your  favour  to  the  Princefs  of  Kleb, 
She  pofleffes  all  the  great  qualities  neccflary  for 
government.  If  her  brother  deferted  his  duty, 
and  offended  us,  fhe  had  not  the  fmalleft  fhare 
in  this  matter ;  and,  I  affure  you,  fhe  begged 
your  favour  with  fo  much  grace,  that  I  pro¬ 
mifed  it  to  her  in  the  name  of  my  mother,  and 
of  my  dear  Dorathil-goafe.” 

PrepofTeffed  fo  happily  in  favour  of  Yemana, 
Salamis  approved  all  that  his  fon  had  done  in 
her  behalf.  He  knew  that  fhe  had  none  of  the 
faults  of  her  brother  ;  and  that  fhe  was  even 
difpofed  to  fubmit  to  the  precepts  of  the  Al¬ 
coran. 

€t  I  ratify,”  faid  he,  <c  with  joy.  Madam,  all 
that  my  fon  has  done  in  your  favour,  and  I 
think  this  indulgence  fo  inadequate  to  your 
merit,  that  I  (hall  embrace  every  opportunity 
of  increafing  it.  Meanwhile  Yamira  and  Do¬ 
rathil-goafe  embraced  each  other  with  every 
expreflion  of  the  fincerefl  affe&ion.  They 
wifhed  to  bring  her  to  the  tents  of  Benihelal, 
in  order  to  make  her  forget  by  careffes,  the 
lofs  of  a  brother  to  whom  (he  was  attached. 
Vol.IV,  F  She 
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She  mull,  however,  give  orders  for  his  ob- 
fequies,  obferve  the  ceremonies  of  mourning, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  his  tribe,  and  ufe 
means  to  eftablifh  order  among  his  men.  for 
fhe  had  been  appointed  to  maintain  it. 

Habib,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  her  in 
thefe  meafures,  left  with  her  a  hundred  knights 
at  her  command.  The  venerable  Emir,  after 
having  taken  leave  of  her,  returned  with  his 
family  to  the  tents  of  Benichelal,  where  he  was 

received  with  fongs  of  triumph. 

The  name  of  Habib  was  heard  re-echoed  on 
every  fide  in  fongs  that  celebrated  his  victory 

over  Zir.  „  .  . .  ^ 

«  What  has  my  hufband  done,  faid  Dor^- 

thil-soafe,  “  which  one  ought  not  to  expert 
frnmthe  fon  of  the  great  Sa.amis  ?”  “  Peo¬ 
ple  I  you  miftake,  when  you  eat  excellent 
fruit,  if  you  do  not,  in  tailing  it,  refer  its 
excellence  to  the  tree  which  has  produced 
jt  ”  Nothing  was  feen  during  ten  days,  in  t  le 
tents  of  Benichelal  but  feftivals  and  rejoicings. 
The  Arabians,  difperfed  by  the  fear  ol  falling 
under  the  tyranny  of  Zir,  were  affembled 
around  their  ancient  Emir.  Their  camps  were 
brought  near  his,  and  he  was  again  at  the  head 
of  fixtv-lix  tribes.  Heaven  had  reftored  him  his 
former  vigour,  and  rendered  him  capable  of 
commanding  them  with  more  authority  than 

ever.  -When 
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When  a  fedival  of  ten  days  was  ended,  Ya- 
xnana,  at  the  head  of  the  chiefs  of  her  tribe* 
came  to  render  homage  to  her  fovereign.  She 
was  (till  in  mourning,  and  the  more  handfome 
for  it.  She  was  received  by  the  Emir  and 
Habib  with  all  the  refpeft  due  to  her  fex  and 
quality;  and  by  Yamira  and  Dorathil-goafe* 
with  all  the  graces  of  the  mod  animated  affec¬ 
tion,  and  franknefs. 

Salamis  had  a  brother’s  fon,  named  Saphe,  a 
young  warrior  of  the  mod  promifing  hopes. 
The  Emir  conceived  a  plan  of  giving  him  as  a 
hufband  to  Yemana,  in  making  him  the  Emir 
of  Kleb.  Yemana  accepted  on  her  part  with 
gratitude,  this  new  favour  ;  and  the  payment 
of  the  tribute  was  the  nuptial  prefent. 

New  rejoicings  celebrated  that  union  which 
had  put  the  tribe  of  Kleb  beyond  every  appear¬ 
ance  of  flavery.  The  knights  who  attended 
their  princefs  were  adonilhed  at  a  favour  fo 
little  expe&ed. 

It  is  thus,  faid  their  new  fovereign,  that  a 
true  Muffalman  avenges  himlelf.  .  From  that 
day  her  fwbje&s  fliewed  lefs  diffatisfaddion  with 
a  law  which  promifed  to  edablilh  fucJi  virtu¬ 
ous  regulations. 

Henceforward  the  tribe  of  Kleb  will  re¬ 
nounce  their  ignorance  and  ferocity.  Heroes, 
like  Zir,  will  no  longer  be  admired,  whofe  only 

F  2  merit 
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merit  is  their  ftrength  and  violence,  and  who 
think  one  cannot  be  both  great  and  beloved. 
When  Yemana  and  her  new  hufband  had  re¬ 
tired  to  their  camp  Dorathil-goafe  and  H:t- 
b  b  felt  fome  impatience  to  return  to  their 
ft  tes,  and  to  give  afiiftance  to  their  fubjc^ls, 
who  had  fcarcely  recovered  their  tranquillity 
fince  the  defeat  of  Abarikaff. 

Salamis  knew  too  well  the  duty  of  a  fove- 
reign,  not  to  enter  into  their  views,  or  to  re¬ 
quire  them  to  facrifice  the  happinefs  of  their 
fubje£ls  to  their  own  private  gratification. 

The  departure  of  Habib  and  his  wife  was 
retarded.  He  muft  return  tp  the  folitary  a- 
bode,  and  leave  it  fecretly  by  the  fame  meant 
which  had  conduced  him  thither. 

Salamis  and  Yamira  would  have  accompa¬ 
nied  them,  that  they  might  all  have  been  longer 
together }  but  they  would  have  attracted  too 
much  notice.  There  are  many  things  of  which, 
the  people  ought  to  be  ignorant ;  but  they  love 
uncommon  things,  and  lofs  fight  of  their  duty. 

The  young  fpoufes  fpare  the  virtuous  huf¬ 
band  and  his  wife  their  tears,  and,  having  a- 
greed  with  regard  to  the  means  they  Ihould  ufe 
to  maintain  a  correfpondence,  which  rendered 
feparaiion  fupportable  to  all  the  four,  they 
mounted  a  camel,  and  conducted  by  the  con¬ 
fidential  ufher,  they  went  to  the  little  folitary 
habitation  j  from  which  next  morning,  before 
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day-break,  the  Roch  refumed  its  flight  towards 
the  heights  of  Caucafus. 

They  will  fee  again  the  faithful  Il-Haboul, 
and  crown  him  with  joy,  by  the  recital  of  their 
adventures.  Habib  will  bring  back  the  talif- 
man  which  he  has  got  in  the  treafures  of  Solo¬ 
mon. 

At  his  entrance  into  that  myfterious  fpot,  a 
hieroglyphic,  which  he  had  not  remarked, 
caught  his  eye,  and  threw  him  into  a  profound 
meditation.  Here  were  emblematical  figures. 
Upon  a  very  clear  and  (hining  Iky  an  eagle  was 
in  the  attitude  of  darting  to  the  dilk  of  the 
fun ;  while  upon  the  earth  a  fnake  feemed  to 
creep  up  to  the  neft  of  a  bird  and  devour  its 

CggS’  ... 

Habib  returned  penfive  to  his  inftru&or, 

and  gave  him  the  image  which  had  juft  now 

attracted  his  attention. 

You  give  me  the  picture,  faid  Il-Haboul, 

but  the  meaning  muft  be  found.  Methinks  I 

have  found  it,  faid  Habib. — It  reprefents  me. 

f(  In  riling  too  high,  we  are  in  danger  of 

becoming  blind  by  profperity,  and  of  lofing 

fight  of  our  true  interefts.,, 

t( I  know  that  my  old  pupil,”  faid  II-Haboul, 

««  will  never  open  the  gate  of  the  treafures  of 

Solomon,  without  reaping  fome  advantage. — 

What  pity  that  one  Ihould  learn  truths  one  by 

F  3  one. 
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one,  and  not  be  able  to  grafp  them  all  at 
once !” 

After  the  two  fpoufes  had  devoted  two 
days  to  friendfliip  with  the  refpe£table  cham¬ 
berlain  of  the  prophet,  the  Roch  refumed  the 
way  towards  the  White,  then  towards  the  Yel¬ 
low  Ille,  where,  by  the  attention  of  the  old 
Genie  Il-balhis,  fome  marks  of  profperity  be¬ 
gan  to  appear. 

*  The  two  fpoufes  came  at  length  to  the  lit¬ 
tle  court  of  the  lady  with  the  beautiful  hair 
and  Dalilfha.  Every  thing  there  breathed  a- 
bundanee.  The  two  daughters  of  the  fea  had 
been  conduced  thither,  and  were  waiting,  with 
much  impatience,  the  return  of  the  hero  to. 
whom  they  had  fo  kindly  promifed  their  fer- 
vice,  and  particularly  Ilzaidc,  who  hitherto  had 
never  experienced  langour.  She  was  aftonifh- 
ed  to  find  every  where  him  whom  {he  fo  eager¬ 
ly  wiflied'  to  (bun. 

Habib  and  Dorathil-goafe  fpent  fome  days 
with  their  relations ;  and  went  from  them  to 
Medinazil-ballor,  taking  Ilzaide  along  with 
them,  by  a  route  in  which  the  dolphins  could 
not  follow  them. 

Every  tiling  wore  the  appearance  of  hnppi- 
nefs  in  the  principal  ifle  ol  the  eftates  of  Dora** 
thil-goafe ;  and  the  return  of  its  fovereigns 
compleated  it.  The  two  fpoufes,  always  lo¬ 
vers,  added  to  their  prefent  fatisfaction  that 

of 
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of  endeavouring  to  open  new  fources  of  felici¬ 
ty  to  their  fubje£ls. 

Il-Hatrous-abous,  on  his  part,  rejoicing  at 
the  good  fortune  of  his  family,  remarked  with 
pleafure,  the  progrefs  of  his  grand  project  to¬ 
wards  its  accomplilhment. 

Every  day  witnefied  the  legitimate  union  of 
fome  one  of  the  Genies  with  a  child  of  Adam,, 
and  palling  under  a  law  the  moll  advantageous, 
for  them. — In  appearance,  however,  to  the 
limiting  of  their  power. 

Soon  will  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  fea 
efpoufe  a  relation  of  Dorathil-goafe.  They 
fpeak  even,  to  Ilzaide  of  marrying  her. 

,u  To  whom  ?”  replied  ihe  !  “  there  is  not 
a  knight  here.  I  mull  be  conduced  to  Ara¬ 
bia.  It  is  there  I  lhall  find  one. 

“  My  dear  child,”  anfwered  Dorathil-goafe, 
(t  we  wilh  much  to  carry  you  thither,  where 
we  lhall  fee  our  good  relations.  But  you 
were  born  in  the  fea.  Accullomed  to  that  ele¬ 
ment,  how  lhall  you  be  able  to  traverfe  a  coun¬ 
try  where  nothing  is  found  but  plains  of  fand  ?*• 
€s  Love  is  contented  with  every  thing,”  replied 
Ilzaide  with  fpirit,  “  it  commands  the  elements 
themfelves.  If  the  knight,  your  charming  huf- 
band,  had  believed  he  could  brave  them,  you 
would  not  have  polfelfed  him  to-day.  I  chal¬ 
lenge,  in  point  of  courage  and  generofity,  all 
the  cavaliers  in  the  world  to  find  his  equal. 

.  Epilogue? 
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Epilogue  of  the  Editor  upon  the  Story  of  Habib 
and  Doratbil-goafe  ;  or  the  Knight . 

It  is  impoffible  to  refrain  from  making  fome 
reflexions  upon  the  (lory  which  the  Arabian 
compilers  of  “  The  thoufand  and  one  Nights,” 
have  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  beautiful  and 
lively  Scheherazade.  The  editor  is  about  to 
make  his  remarks,  while  the  Sultan  of  the  In¬ 
dies  repofes. 

This  work  is  executed  upon  a  very  moral 
plan,  partly  in  verfe,  and  partly  in  profe  that 
pofiefles  all  the  animation  and  colouring  of 
poetry.  It  would  be  rather  a  poem  than  a  Am¬ 
ple  tale,  were  it  not  decidedly  a  romance  of 
chivalry,  uniting  amufement  and  inftruXion, 
which  ought  to  be  the  objeX  of  this,  as  well 
as  every  other  fort  of  romance. 

Its  plan  is  to  exhibit  a  knight  adorned  with 
every  qualification  and  endowment  of  body  and 
mind  which  can  render  him  accomplifhed. 
And  the  hero  thus  adorned  is  a  knight-errant 
in  reality. 

The  fame  means  are  employed  for  the  in¬ 
ftruXion  of  this  hero  which  are  employed  in 
Telemachus,  where  a  being  of  the  order  of 
fpirits  perfonates  the  charaXer  of  Minerva  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Mentor. 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


6: 9 

His  body  is  inured  to  fatigue,  as  RoufTeau 
adviles  in  his  Emilius ;  but  as  a  true  knight 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  both  God  and  his  lady, 
the  Alcoran  is  the  firft  objeft  of  attention  to 
our  young  Arabian.  ♦ 

It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  RoufTeau 
propofes  very  gravely  to  make  his  pupil  itudy 
the  adventures  of  Robinfon  Crufoe. 

This  is  realifed ;  and  our  pupil  is  made  in 
every  refpeft  a  Robinfon  Crufoe,  as  far  as  the 
country  which  is  the  fccne  of  his  adventures 
will  permit. 

RoufTeau  wifhes  to  inflame  the  hearts  of  his 
pupils  by  pictures  of  imaginary  beauty. 

The  lady  who  is  the- object  ot  our  young 
Arabian’s  affections  is  not  an  imaginary  one  : 
but  he  is  enamoured  with  her  by  a  fimple  re¬ 
cital. 

This  gives  us  no  reafon  to  infer  that  M.  de 
Fenclon,  or  the  auth  >r  of  the  Emilius  were 
acquainted  with  the  Arabian  rnanufeript, 
where  the  ltories  are  found  ;  but  confirms  us 
in  the  perfuafion  that,  in  every  age  and  coun¬ 
try,  men  have  nearly  the  fame  ideas  on  the 
fame  fubje&. 

The  Arabian  author,  eager  to  arrive  at  the 
conclufion,  fooner  than  our  moderns,  put  his 
hero  upon  the  ftage  fooner  than  they  do.  His 
poet  makes  verfe9  inftantly,  and  his  pupil  re¬ 
ceive* 
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ceives  no  inftruCtion  of  which  he  does  imme¬ 
diately  perceive  the  advantage. 

This  little  romance  muft  have  been  com-' 
pofed  fome  time  after  the  victories  of  Sala- 
din,  and  perhaps  by  a  poet  of  his  court.  We 
find  in  it  a  greater  mixture  of  European  and 
Arabian  ideas  on  chivalry  than  could  have  en¬ 
tered  the  mind  of  a  man  who  knew  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  only  one  of  thefe  two  parts  of  the 
world. 

The  matter  is  not  here  of  an  objeCt  purely 
natural,  whofe  effect  is  to  excite  analogous 
fentiments. 

When  the  Arabian  employs  all  his  care  to 
accomplifh  his  pupil,  he  exhibits  him  almoft 
perfeCt  5  for  he  does  not  conduCfc  him  fo  young 
to  that  height. 

He  places  on  the  one  hand  his  father  near 
him  as  his  model ;  on  the  other,  with  fufficient 
artfulnefs,  he  fends  him  to  make  a  tour  to  ftu- 
dy  the  hieroglyphics  of  Solomon,  in  order  to 
iliew  that  perfection  is  only  the  fruit  of  matu¬ 
rity  and  application. 

The  character  of  Zir,  being  oppofite,  ferves 
as  a  foil  to  fet  off  the  brilliancy  of  his. 

But  as  it  is  neceffary  to  give  fcope  to  all  the 
virtues  of  chivalry,  when  fidelity  in  love  is  to 
be  difplayed,  it  is  not  an  impafiioned  fool  who 
is  put  upon  the  ftage,  as  in  Grandifon,  to  co¬ 
ver  it  with  gloom. 


There 
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There  is  exhibited  a  young  lady  quite  lively* 
whofe  chara&er  forms  an  agreeable  contrail  to 
whatever  is  too  ferious  in  the  others. 

She  is  amorous  without  knowing  it,  and  her 
paffion  is  of  a  mild  tone,  which  does  not  ren¬ 
der  her  trouble fome  to  any  body,  not  even  to 
herfelf.  It  is  a  {hade  of  fentiments  which  dis¬ 
plays  the  merit  of  the  hero,  and  every  perfon 
is  loft  in  it. 

The  Clementina  in  Grandifon  forms  a  very 
interefting  pidlure,  and  its  effett  is  truly  pene¬ 
trating. 

The  author  has  not  been  aware  that  in  ex- 
pofing  the  virtue  of  his  hero  to  a  danger,  which 
he  was  certain  he  would  overcome,  he  was  to 
put  the  fenfibility  of  his  readers  to  too  feyere  a 
trial,  and  that  it  would  unavoidably  happen, 
that  many  would  be  interefted  for  Clementi-t 
na,  and  condemn  even  the  virtuous  principles 
which  had  rendered  her  unfortunate. 

During  ;fhe  epifodic  amour  of  Richard fon’s 
romance, , every  other  concern  is  extinguilhed. 
The  character  of  Mifs  Biron  takes  entirely  the 
lead,  and  that  of  his  hero  becomts'unintereft- 
ing,  and  even  difagreeable.  We  find  the  me. ms 
of  deftroying  where  we  feek  for  thofe  of  heigh¬ 
tening  it ;  and  the  principal  fable  is  leis  fuf- 
pended  than  annihilated. 

There  are  fome  who  pretend  that,  if  Gran¬ 
difon  had  travelled  fix  weeks  in  ciote  com¬ 
pany 
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pany  with  Ilzaide,  even  without  having  any 
obligations  to  her,  he  would  not  have  been 
able  fometimes  to  preferve  himfelf  from  foil¬ 
ing  at  her  little  remarks. 

With  regard  to  the  two  other  principal  cha¬ 
racters  in  thefe  romances,  Grandifon  and  Ha- 
bil,  there  is  no  comparison  #.  The  former  is 
a  hero  quite  accompliffied,  and  the  latter  is  one 
to  be  formed. 

Hence  the  one  cannot  commit  even  the 
fmalleft  fault.  The  other  is  guilty  of  one,  for 
which  youth  and  love  excufe  him. 

Happily  for  him  it  is  always  in  his  eye,  and 
makes  him  naturally  modeft,  as  he  isenterprif- 
ing,  valiant,  and  cautious. 

Wc  do  not  pretend  to  compare  this  little 
romance  to  works  of  the  higheft  merit  and  re¬ 
putation,  with  any  other  view  than  to  mark 
the  relation  that  fubfifts  between  them.  This 
is  only  a  faint  (ketch,  which  points  out  the 
happy  ftrokes  of  the  pencil,  where  it  refembles 
the  large  pi&ures,  and  has  fome  affinity  to  their 
defign. 

The 

\  + 

*  Grandifon  is  the  Englifh  Emilius; — hut  an  Emilius  com¬ 
pletely  inftru&ed.  His  difeourfes  are  continual  precepts, 
and  his  actions  are  examples.  Mifs  Biron  is  the  miftrefs  of 
his  affe&ions  ;  but  one  would  prefer  Dulcinea  of  Tolbofa  to 
•her,  asfoon  as  he  became  acquainted  with  the  amiable,  deli¬ 
cate,  virtuous,  unfortunate  Clementina. 
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The  Arabian  author  of  the  ftory  of  Habib 
was  rather  a  poet  than  a  teller  of  ftories ;  and 
we  fee  him  Itop,  at  times,  in  order  to  indulge 
his  talent.  He  had  more  learning  than  any  of 
the  reft,  and  without  intending  it,  he  has 
fwelled  <{  the  Thoufand  and  one  Nights.’* 
His  invention  has  another  caft,  and  he  evi¬ 
dently  afpires  to  be  diftinguilhed  among  his 
companions,  for  the  novelty  of  his  ideas,  and 
the  grandeur  of  his  images. 

His  demon-machinery,  which  fpreads  a  lan- 
gour  over  his  work,  is  different  from  theirs. 
We  can  catch  his  general  idea  on  fpirits  and 
genius.  It  is  neceffary  that  demons  fhould  ap¬ 
proach  diety,  in  order  that  they  may,  in  the 
end,  become  men.  He  has  a  manner  pecu¬ 
liar  to  himfelf,  like  a  magic  rod.  Befides,  it  is 
not  the  part  of  an  editor  to  decide  the  merits 
of  this  fable,  though  he  thinks  it  cannot  dif- 
grace  any  collection  intended  to  amufe  the 
public. 

The  Sultan  of  the  Indies  fhewed  fome  dis¬ 
content  upon  finding  that  the  ftory  of  Habib 
"was  finifhed.  While  it  lafted,  Dinarzade  feem- 
ed  to  be  all  attention.  “  Ah  !  my  filter,”  faid 
(he,  “  the  verfes  which  you  rehearfed  to  me 
pleafed  me  much  by  themfel/es  ;  but  they  have 
another  charm  when  you  connect  them. 

“  I  confefs  that  I,  who  laugh  at  random, 
could  not  conceive  why  the  laughers  difpleafed 
Vol.  IV.  G  Yamira, 
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Yamira,  the  mother  of  your  knight. — I  can 
account  for  it  now  : — Since  you  have  made  me 
tafte  the  pleafure  of  tears,  I  can  fay  with  her* 
that  I  have  not  (lied  one  tear  which  was  not 
fo  fweet  that  I  would  have  wiped  it  off  with 
regret. 

**  There  is  another  thing  which  I  could  not 
comprehend  in  your  ftory.  It  is,  why  Zir, 
the  enemy  of  Salamis,  who  had  a  lifter  fo  ami¬ 
able,  could  brook  the  injurious  reproach  of  not 
knowing  who  was  his  mother. 

“  The  explanation  of  this,”  replied  Schera- 
zade,  “  would  have  led  me  into  a  ftory  too 
long,  of  which  I  (hall  have  occafion,  at  my 
leifure,  to  recoiled!!:  the  circumftances. 

(t  Be  quite  eafy  with  regard  to  that,  my  lif- 
•ier,”  faid  Dinarzade.  “  It  is  not  that  which 
excites  my  curiofity,  but  I  recoiled!!:  one  which 
T  beg  you  would  not  forget.”  ((  What  is  that  ?” 
faid  Scherazade.  “  You  remember,  my  lif¬ 
ter,”  faid  Dinarzade,  “  a  certain  Maugraby, 
by  whom  we  both  have  been  frighted  when  we 
were  children. 

“  Did  not  they  fay  to  us  every  day,  that,  if 
we  were  naughty,  the  Maugraby  would  take 
us  ?  It  is  this  Maugraby  of  whom  I  wilh  to 
hear  you  fpeak  at  prefent.  It  is  reafonable 
that  the  pleafure  of  hearing  his  hiftory  Ihould 
now  indemnify  me  for  the  many  frights  he  for¬ 
mer!  v  occafioned  me.  I  run  the  lilk  of  only 
a,  few  troubki'ome  dreams.”  The 
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The  beautiful  Sultanefs,  who  obferved  that 
the  curiofity  of  her  filter  did  not  difpleal'e  the 
Sultan,  undertook  inftantly  the  recital  of  thei 
following  (lory  : 

Hijlory  of  Alaugraby  ;  or  the  Magician 

■yms  Maugraby,  Sire,  was  the  moll  de„ 
tellable  wretch  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  Satan  §,  to  whom  he  had  entire¬ 
ly  devoted  him  lei  f,  had  laid  open  to  him  the 
treafures  of  his  riches,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his 
malice,  and  had  rendered  him  moll  powerful 
in  wicked  works,  fo  that  he  never  had  a  more 
faithful  fervant,  and  his  name,  which  fpread 
terror  during  his  life,  is  to  this  day  accurfed  ||. 

This  execrable  fellow  ranfacked  the  earth, 
in  quell  of  conquelts  for  his  mailer,  by 
turns  pra&iling  the  moll  flagitious  wiles,  and 
the  moll  ftudied  finefle. 

When  a  married  pair,  e/pecially  among  the 
rich,  faw  themfelves  without  children,  this 
Maugraby  found  means  to  introduce  himfelf, 
to  offer  his  allillance,  and  to  render  his  oiler  ac¬ 
ceptable,  in  removing  the  caufe  of  llerility. 

J  Maugraby  :  This  word  fignifies  barbarian,  or  morj  pro¬ 
perly  barbarous. 

§  ZataneLy  it  is  eafy  here  to  recognife  Satan. 

||  They  ftill  fwear  by  him  in  Provence,  in  Languedoc, 
and  in  Gafcoigne,  Maugraby ;  or,  in  other  places  of  France, 
MaugrcbUu. 

-  G  2 
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When  by  chance  he  had  been  fuccefsful  in 
caufing  an  heir  to  be  born  to  a  Royal  houfe, 
he  then  re-doubled  his  zeal  and  addrefs. 

Habid-il-Kaleb  reigned  at  this  time  in  Syria, 
and  held  his  court  at  Thedmor,  his  capital. — 
Born  an  idolator,  he  had  been  brought  to  the 
light  of  the  Mahometan  religion  by  Bein-Ha- 
bas-Mortazer-Billaz,  eight  Caliph,  who  having 
made  him  quit  the  name  of  Sankir-Balleyn, 
had  caufed  him  adopt  that  of  Habid-il-Kaleb. 

This  Monarch  could  gather  together  under 
his  (landards  an  army  of  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  foldiers  ;  and  his  guard,  which  he  kept 
conftantly  about  him,  amounted  to  Seventy 
thoufand.  His  capital  was  adorned  with  mo¬ 
numents  of  all  forts  of  archite&ure  ;  the  rareffc 
magnificence  glittered  through  his  palace,  and 
all  the  trees  of  which  the  fertile  country  of  Da- 
mafcus  boafts  embellifhed  his  gardens. 

He  had  fixty  wives,  Selected  from  among  the 
moft  beautiful  virgins  of  the  eaft,  but  his  power, 
and  the  objects  of  pleafure  wherewith  he  was 
Surrounded,  had  become  infipid  to  him.  He 
was  advancing  in  years,  and,  in  fpite  of  his  ef¬ 
forts  and  his  prayers,  he  was  without  pofterity. 

Maugraby  Seized  this  occafion  to  come  and 
offer  him  his  interefted  Services.  He  prefent- 
ed  himfelf  at  the  gate  of  his  palace,  in  the  dif- 
guife  of  a  ruftic,  blind  of  the  right  eye,  bleared 

in 


ARABIAN  TALES.  77 

I  •  9 

in  the  left,  exhibiting  altogether  a  moft  lu¬ 
dicrous  figure. 

He  had  a  fmall  bafket  under  his  arm,  and 
cried  with  a  loud  voice,  “  Apples,  apples,  to 
xnake  women  fruitful.”  The  Haves  of  the  pa¬ 
lace  laughed  at  the  merchant  :<  “  Why  do  you 
not  cry  plumbs  rather  than  apples,”  faid  they, 

«  that  perhaps  would  do  better.” 

S  In  the  mean  while,  the  Grand  Vizier  arrives 

at  the  palace.  He  came  to  treat  with  the 
King  concerning  affairs  of  flate  j  he  hears  the 
cry  of  Maugraby,  and  calls  him.  ‘5  What 
fell  you  there,”  faid  he  to  him. — My 
Lord,  it  is  a  fruit  to  render  women  fertile.”^ — 

««  You  fhould  foon,”  anfwered  the  Vizier, f(  be 
richer  than  all  the  monarchs  of  the  earth  if  you 
pofTeffed  fuch  fruits.” 

«  I  fhould  not  be  fo  rich  as  you  imagine,”  - 
faid  Maugraby.  “  My  tree  produces  but  one 
apple  in  the  year,  but  it  produces  it  of  a  kind 
mofl  excellent  and  beautiful.”  - 

«  Doubtlefs  you  carry  it  in  the  bafket  which 
you  have  over  your  arm  ?”  replied  the  Vizier. 

«  Pray  fhow  it  me  ?” 

Maugraby  obeyed,  and  difeovered  the  apple, 
concealed  under  leaves  ;  and  the  Vizier  Teem¬ 
ed  to  regard  it  with  pleafurc,  when  an  eunuch, 

•  who  afted  the  part  of  a  buffoon  in  the  palace, 
took  up  the  difeourie. 

«  Seignior,”  faid  he  to  the  minilter,  ((  do 
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not  purchafe  any  thing  of  that  half-blind 
villain.  He  fees  none  with  one  eye,  and  looks 
afquint  with  the  other.  Do  you  not  perceive 
that  he  is  blear-eyed  ?  His  eye  taints  what¬ 
ever  he  fixes  it  upon.”  Then,  addrefiing  him- 
felf  to  the  blind  of  one  eye,  “  Tell  me,  mer¬ 
chant  of  wonders,  do  you  not  poflefs  a  fecret 
to  make  me  too  prolific.” 

“  No,”  anfwered  Maugraby,  “  but  you 
have  got  a  beautiful  nofe.  I  poflefs  the  means 
of  rendering  it  fruitful :  choofe  you  to  make 
the  experiment  ?” 

“  Willingly,”  faid  the  eunuch,  if  for  I  am 
tired  of  my  condition.” 

“  Take  this  filbert,”  replied  the  vender  of 
fruit,  t(  apply  it  to  the  tip  of  your  nofe,  as  if 
you  wifhed  it  fhould  lay  hold  of  it,  faying, 
*  for  the  price  •which  it  cojls  w<?,  and  from  the 
place  •whence  it  camey  I  accept  •with  all  my 
heart  the  gift  of  Maugrdby  /  (take  notice  that 
this  is  my  name.)  Since  you  pretend  to  be 
droll,  you  {hall  be  more  fo  than  ever.” 

The  buiFoon,  imagining  fhe  was  about  to 
furnilh  himfelf  with  an  opportunity  of  ren« 
dering  this  half-blind  fellow  (till  more  ridicu¬ 
lous,  lays  hold  of  the  filbert,  and  places  it  on 
the  tip  of  his  nofe  ;  there  it  fixed  itfelf,  and 
there  it  exhibits  the  fantaftical  figure  of  a  little 
nofe,  which  had  taken  root  on  a  large  one. 

All  who  are  prefent  break  forth  into  loud 
'  fits 
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fits  of  laughter.  The  filbert  is  converted  in¬ 
to  a  carbuncle,  and  takes  root  upon  the  right 
fide,  where  it  had  been  placed. 

The  eunuch  having  been  guilty  of  the  folly 
of  pronouncing  the  words  di&ated  by  Mau- 
graby,  they  had  their  effect  immediately,  and 
the  buffoon  remained  expofed  to  the  ridicule  of 
all  thofe  whom  the  noife  had  gathered  toge¬ 
ther. 

The  Vizier,  a  witnefs  of  the  adventure  of 
the  filbert,  goes  to  report  to  the  fove reign  the 
infallible  virtues  of  the  apple,  of  which  pru¬ 
dence  fuggefted  the  neceflity  of  making  a  pur- 
chafe  at  any  price. 

6i  Sir/’  faid  he  to  him,  «  it  is  by  no  means 
the  fird  time  that  Kings  have  had  recourfe  to 
the  aid  of  magic,  to  procure  to  themfelves  what  ' 
they  cannot  otherwife  obtain.  The  wifdom  of 
your  motive  will  be  able  to  juftify  an  impru¬ 
dence.  You  have  to  no  purpofe  employed 
the  adrologers  retained  in  your  court.  Their 
labours  have  hitherto  been  ufelefs.  A  man 
prefents  himfelf,  more  fkillful  than  they  *,  you 
ought  by  no  means  to  defpife  his  fervices. — 
The  intereft  of  the  date  demands  it  of  you, 
fince  he  undertakes  to  fecure  your  fucceflion.” 

Habid-il-Kalib  was  more  than  daggered  at 
what  his  GrandVizier  had  jud  informed  himof. 
He  fees  himfelf  at  lad  flattered  with  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  his  mod  fanguine  wifhes. — 

He 
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lie  gives  orders  to  bring  the  merchant  of  the 
apples  and  the  buffoon  immediately  before  him. 

The  latter  arrived  firft.  “We  bring  you. 
Sire,”  faid  he  to  the  King,  “  a  mifchievous 
one-eyed  fellow.  With  him  it  is  no  fooner 
faid  than  done.  If  he  bring  here  a  full  bafket 
of  apples,  all  your  damfels  may  go  in  queft  of 
nurfes.” 

The  figure  of  the  buffoon,  become  mod 
completely  ridiculous,  now  that  his  nofe  was 
got  with  young,  joined  to  the  oddity  of  his 
converfation,  diflurbed  the  gravity  of  the  King. 
At  laft  the  Prince  recovered  himfclf,  and  caufed 
Maugraby  to  enter  a  private  cabinet,  into  which 
the  Grand  Vizier  alone  was  admitted  a  third. 

“  Merchant,”  faid  the  King,  **  fhow  me 
that  apple  ?” — “  There,  Sire,  never,  in  point 
of  (hape,  fmoothnefs,  tranfparency  of  fkin, 
colour,  and  fragrance,  has  the  King  beheld  fo 
beautiful  an  apple.” 

“  When  one  offers  fuch  precious  merchan- 
dife  to  Tale,”  faid  the  King,  “  he  mud  be  able 
to  exprefs  himfelf  in  a  manner  to  procure  re¬ 
gard. 

“  Vizier,”  faid  the  King  to  his  minifler, 
“  caufe  orders  be  given  the  Grand  Treafurer 
to  fend  a  robe  and  a  turban,  fuitable  for  the 
man  who  comes  to  negociate  with  me.” 

The  order  difpatcbed  by  the  Vizier  admitted 
of  no  delay,  and  inflantly,  in  a  remote  part  of 

the 
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the  cabinet,  Maugraby  is  attired  as  a  man  of 
importance  ought  to  be,  admitted  to,  a  private 
audience  with  a  mighty  Sovereign. 

*c  Now  that  we  are  going  to  bargain,”  fa  id 
Habid-il-Kalib,  **  give  me  your  apple,  and  if, 
as  you  affure  me,  I  {hall  by  means  of  it  beblef- 
fed  with  children,  I  will  caufe  four  thoufand 
fequins  be  counted  down  to  you.” 

“  I  depolit,”  replied  Maugraby,  t(  into  the 
hands  of  your  Majefty,  a  diamond  of  the  va¬ 
lue  of  ten  thoufand  fequins  *,  if  the  fruit 
which  I  am  about  to  give  you  produ¬ 
ces  not  the  effect  I  have  promifed,  the  jewel 
{hall  be  forfeited  by  me  *,  but  I  cannot  give  my 
apple  in  exchange  for  gold,  of  which  I  have 
no  need.” 

if  And  what  other  price  may  you  put  upon 
it,”  replied  the  King.  u  You  are  fenfible  of 
your  wants,  Sire,  and  I  of  mine.”  “  I  have 
a  grand,  an  important  fucceffion  to  bequeath. 
I  have  no  heir.”  t(  The  means  by  which  I  can 
procure  you  one  are  infufficient  for  myfelf.— 
Here  then  are  my  terms,  and  I  think  them  not 
•unreafonable  :  If  the  firlt  child  youfhall  have  be 
a  daughter,  (lie  is  yours  *,  if  a  boy,  he  is  mine.” 

The  king  was  riling  into  choler  at  this  pro- 
polition  ;  but  the  Grand  Vizier  took  him  gently 
by  the  arm,  and  perfuaded  him  to  retire  with 
him  to  a  fopha,  which  was  at  the  further  end 
•f  the  apartment ;  there,  in  a  manner  not  to  be 
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overheard  by  the  (Hanger,  he  difcourfed  with 
him  to  the  following  purport : 

“  The  propofition  which  lias  been  made  you. 
Sire,  is  highly* infolent,  and  the  man  who  has 
dared  to  hazard  it  with  fuch  temerity  deferves 
death  ;  but  he  offers  you  the  only  means  oh  not 
dying  without  iiiiie;  and  though  you  have  con- 
fented  to  give  up  your  fon  to  this  man,  provided 
you  have  one,  what  force  could  he  employ 
to  conftrain  him  to  keep  his  promife,  who 
can  bring  into  the  field  an  army  of  300,000 
>  men  ?  He  wilhes  for  an  heir ;  he  will  come  here 
in  fearch  of  one,  and,  if  he  conceive  an  afte&ion 
for  your  child,  you  will  not  oppofe  yourfelf  to 
this,thathe  load  him  with treafures,  with  which 
he  fays  he  is  embarrafled.  Difiemble  then,  Sire, 
and  finifh  your  bufinefs }  the  promifes  of  great 
men  are  but  words.” 

Habid  il-Kalib,  blinded  by  his  felfilh  de¬ 
fires,  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  convinced,  and 
prevailed  with,  to  enter  upon  a  bargain  with 
Maugraby. 

He  agrees  to  give  up  to  him  the  firft  male 
child  which  he  might  obtain  by  virtue  of  the 
apple,  and  in  an  inflant  it  is  furrendered  to 
him  *,  but  it  is  neceflary  to  inftru£t  him  how 
to  ufe  it. 

“  Sir,”  fays  Maugraby,  (<  in  order  that  the 
fruit  may  produce  its  efie<T,  your  Majefly 
ought  to  marry  a  young  virgin.  You  lhall  en¬ 
ter 
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ter  the  bath  along  with  her,  and  then  pafs  to 
the  nuptial  bed.  You  fliall  cut  the  apple  in  two. 
You  fliall  give  one  half  to  your  wife,  and,  hav¬ 
ing  eat  the  other,  you  fliall  pronounce  aloud 
the  following  words  :  ‘  Sovereign  powers ,  who 
has  infufed  the  virtue  into  this  apple ,  cavfe  it  dif- 
play  itfelf  in  our  favour ,  and  grant  us  a  child.' 

Having  thus  fpoken,  the  ftranger  made  the 
mod  profound  refpeft,  and  added,  as  he  was 
retiring,  “  Sire,  if  you  have  but  a  daughter, 

I  promife  you  a  fecond  apple.  Depend  upon 
my  word  of  honour,  as  I  ought  to  reft  upon 
that  which  your  Majefty  has  pledged  to  me.” 

Habid-il-Kalib  was  intoxicated  with  joy  at 
the  fight  and  fragrance  of  the  apple.  «  Be¬ 
hold,  Sire,”  faid  his  Vizier  to  him,  “  what  a 
bargain  your  Majefty  would  have  made  had 
you  raflily  ordered  the  man  who  dared  make 
a  propofition  fo  apparently  infolent  to  be  put 
to  death.  By  thefe  violent  means,  indeed,  you  * 
might  have  poflefied  yourfelf  of  the  apple,— 
but  it  would  have  been  of  no  fervice  in  youf 
hands,  for  want  of  knowing  how  to  ufe  it. 

The  King  agrees  with  him,  that  he  was 
happy  in  poffelling  it ;  but,  eager  to  make  trial 
of  the  fecret,  he  inftantly  gave  orders  to  the 
•  chief  of  his  eunuchs  to  fearch  throughout 
Thedmor  for  fuch  a  damfel  as  the  ftranger  had 
'defcribed  to  him* 
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*  *«  She  is.  found,”  replied  the  chief  of  the 

eunuchs.  “  There  is  nowhere  throughout 
your  dominions  a  young  lady  more  beautiful, 
more  wife,  more  worthy  of  giving  an  heir  to 
your  crown,  than  Elmennour,  the  daughter  of 
your  Grand  Vizier.” 

« I  am  inchanted,”  faid  the  monarch  to  his 
Vizier,  <f  that  you  poffefs  a  treafure  which  is 
fo  neceffary  to  my  happinefs.  Go  prepare 
your  daughter  to  give  me  her  hand ;  never 
(hall  I  have  formed  a  connection  of  which  I 
have  had  caufe  to  conceive  fuch  flattering 
hopes.”  The  Vizier  lays  his  hands  upon  his 
head,  in  token  of  his  obedience,  and  retires. 
Maugraby  was  ftill  at  the  gate  of  the  palace, 
where  the  crowd  was  gathering  around  him 
and  the  foolifli  eunuch,  who  prayed  him  to 
deliver  him  from  the  ornament  with  which 
his  nofe  was  enriched. 

“  I  (hall  not  do  it,  fool,”  replied  Maugra¬ 
by  :  u  I  would  ruin  you :  is  it  not  your  trade 
to  make  others  laugh  ?  you  would  frequently 
run  the  rifque  of  milling  your  aim  ;  at  prefent, 
in  order  to  fecure  fuccefs,  you  have  nothing  to 
do  but  fhow  yourfelf.” 

As  jefters,  by  profefiion,  are  not  much  be¬ 
loved,  he  occafioned  fuch  extraordinary  peals 
of  laughter  on  the  part  of  the  curious  multi¬ 
tude,  that  iViaugraby  made  his  efcape,  and  the 
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buffoon  fled  into  the  palace-with  Ills  nofe  in  a 
trumpet. 

The  Grand  Vizier  returns  to  his  palace 
fbmewhat  mortified,  by  the  commillion  with 
which  he  is  charged;  Elmennour  is  his  only 
daughter,  by  whom  he  meant  to  make  his  for¬ 
tune  in  fome  other  way  than  by  giving  her  to 
a  monarch  already  advanced  in  years,  to  whom 
(he  wculd  be  the  fixtieth  and  lirfl  wife. 

He  dreads  to  be  the  caule  of  the  mod  vio¬ 
lent  grief  to  his  daughter,  by  difclofing  to  h.r 
to  whom  flie  is  neceilarily  deltincd  ;  his  inquie¬ 
tude,  his  diftrefs,  his  confuflon  and  chagrin, 
are  man i fell  in  his  countenance  ;  Elmennour, 
who  knew  her  father,  perceives  that  he  is  the 
vidtim  of  fome  inward  torment,  and  acted  fo 
well  that  flie  drew  a  confcfhon  from  him. 

M  Why  !  my  father,”  fays  flie  to  him,  <(  do 
you  afflict  yourfelf  about  an  alliance  in  which 
I  fee  nothing  but  what  is  honourable  to  you, 
and  advantageous  to  me  ? 

“  Habed-il-Kalib  is  thrice  my  ngc,  but  he 
poffefles  virtues  which  I  efteem  ;  my  heart  is 
free,  and  I  fliall,  without  pain,  reflgn  myfelf 
to  him. 

“  Should  this  wonderful  apple,  of  which 
you  inform  me,  procure  us  a  fon,  from 
that  time  the-  fixtieth  and  fir fb  wife  be¬ 
comes  the  chief  of  the  whole,  and  1  fli  ;11 
have  the  fatisfadtion  of  having  made  you. 

Vol.  IV.  li  the 
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the  father-in-law  and  grand-father  of  kings ; 
my  fubmiflion,  therefore,  will  eftablifh  your 
profperity,  and  I  fhall  have  the  pleafure  of  fe- 
curing  you  againlt  thefe  reverfes  of  fortune  to 
which  a  courtier  and  a  minifter  is  expofed. 

<c  Go,  tell  the  king,  that  your  daughter  El- 
mennour  finds  herfelf  much  flattered  with  the 
honour  he  docs  her,  in  condefcending  to  look 
upon  her  with  an  eye  of  preference.” 

The  Vizier  excufes  himfelf  for  the  inquie¬ 
tude  he  had  teftified  on  account  of  his  love  ; 
and  pleafed  to  have  found  no  obftacles  in  the 
inclinations  of  his  daughter,  he  goes  to  give  an 
account  to  the  king  of  the  fatisfa&ion  with 
which  the  orders,  wherewith  his  majefly  had 
charged  him,  were  received. 

All  prepare  themfelves  for  the  marriage, 
where  royal  magnificence  difplays  itfelf ; — af¬ 
ter  a  feries  of  ceremonies  and  banquets,  the  hour 
of  proceeding  to  the  nuptial-bed  arrives  ;  the 
apple  of  Maugraby  is  divided  with  caution,  and 
each  of  the  newly-married  pair  eat  their  por¬ 
tion,  after  that  Habid-il-Kalib  had  fcrupuloufly 
pronounced  the  words,  which  were  necefl'ary 
to  fecure  the  effe<ft  of  the  charm. 

The  feaits  which  had  been  inftituted  for  the 
iolemnifation  of  the  king’s  marriage  with  the 
beauteous  Elmennour,  were  fcarcc  at  an  end, 
when  the  firft  fymptoms  of  pregnancy  appear¬ 
ed,  and  were  fhortly  fucceeded  hv  fuch  as  left 
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no  room  to  doubt  the  certainty  of  this  fo  much 
wifhed-for  event. 

The  nine  months  are  at  laft  expired,  and  El- 
mennour  brings  forth  a  prince  beautiful  as  the 
day.  The  infant  is  given  to  a  chofen  nurfe,  he 
enjoys  the  greateft  health;  he  grows  to  the 
fight,  nor  has  he  any  of  thefe  difeafes  which 
are  fo  dangerous  to  infants,  upon  their  very  en¬ 
trance  into  the  world,  and  every  thing  about 
him  gives  fo  much  fatisfaddion,  that  nothing 
could  have  recalled  to  the  king  or  his  vizier 
the  daily  lefs  tormenting  idea  of  Maugraby* 
had  not  the  nofe  of  the  buffoon,,  from  time  to 
time  renewed  the  remembrance  of  him.. 

But  ere  long,  they  had  reafon  to  conceive 
hopes  hill  more  and  more  fluttering  in  all  ref- 
pe£ts,  when  they  beheld  that  the  years  rolled' 
on,  and  that  the  prince,  who  was  circumcifed 
and  named  Habid-il-Rouman ,  was  daily  im¬ 
proving  both  in  mind  and  body ;  they  divert 
themfelves  with  the  ridiculoufnefs  of  the  eu¬ 
nuch’s  vifage,  without  thinking  of  him 
who  caufed  it  ;  or,  if  they  think  of  him  at  all,, 
it  is  as  of  a  man,  who  being  feen  in  an  advan¬ 
ced  age,  ought  no  longer  to  be  reckoned  among 
the  living. 

The  time  arrives  when  Habid-il-Rouman  is 
fent  to  fchool :  the  care  of  the  young  prince  is 
committed  to  a  Cheik,  who  furpaffed  in  wif- 
dom  all  throughout  the  kingdom,  who  was  at 
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the  fame  time  Amame  of  the  grand  mofque, 
and  at  the  head  of  all  the  feminaries  of  learn* 
jug  at  Thedmor.  This  venerable  old  man  kept 
him  continually  under  his  eye,  never  permit¬ 
ting  him  to  affociate  with  any,  fave  the  young 
princes  of  the  blood,  the  fens  of  the  vaffials  of 
his  father’s  crown,  and  of  the  other  grandees 
cf  the  kingdom. 

The  young  Hab’.d  had  attained  his  four¬ 
teenth  year,  furpafhng  all  his  cotemporaries  in 
Ids  progreis  in  learning  of  every  fort,  as  well  as 
in  the  exterior  advantages  of  lfrength,  ftature,. 
and  Hi  ape. 

He  was  the  idol  of  his  father  and  mother  y 
the  hope  of  the  nation  on  account  of  tliefe  ami¬ 
able  qualities,  which  daily  unfolded  themfelves,. 
when  all  of  a  hidden,  an  accident  happens  to 
confound  the  felicity,  the  fecurity,  and  almoft 
the  hopes  of  all. 

Maugraby,  clothed  in  a  decent  manner,  in  a 
drefs  which  partly  refembled  that  worn  by  the 
lawyers,  and  partly  that  worn  by  thofe  who  are 
devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the  mofques,  comes 
to  demand  an  audience  of  Habed-il-Kalib,  a 
prince  of  very  eafv  accefs  ;  he  conceals,  with 
his  hand,  the  eye  of  which  he  was  blind  ;  and 
the  ufher,  new  in  office,  does  not  knpw  him. 

The  officer,  after  having  obtained  permiffion, 
brings  him  before  the  king,  who  was  then  feat- 
cd  on  his  throne,  having  his  Grand  Vizier  with 
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Him,  and  the  chief  of  his  eunuchs  behind,  with 
the  ordinary  guard  of  the  palace. 

Maugraby  approaches ;  he  makes  three  pro¬ 
found  bows,  he  raifes  himfelf,  and  difcovers 
his  odious  face,  which  forces  from  the  mo¬ 
narch  an  exclamation  of  furprife. 

“  Who  are  you  ?”  “  What  would  you  ?”  ex¬ 
claims  Habed-il-Kalib,  confounded  beyond  all 
expreflion  j  “  who  hath  given  you  permiflion  to 
come  into  my  prefence,  without  being  an¬ 
nounced  ?” 

“  I  know,”  anfwcred  Maugraby,  “  that  they 
whofe  right  is  clear  may  come  to  demand  juf- 
tice  of  you,  fhould  it  be  even  againft  yourlelf. 
You  have  been  my  debtor  for  thirteen  years 
and  upwards  :  the  child  w’hich  you  have  had 
by  Elmennour  is  mine.  I  have  allowed  you. 
to  enjoy  him  long  enough ;  you  have  educated 
him  after  your  own  manner,  it  is  neceflary  I 
now  inltruft  him  after  mine,  and  when  I  (hall 
have  performed  my  duty  as  a  matter,  as  you 
have  difcharged  that  of  a  father,  I  fhall  be  able 
to  return  him  to  you.” 

The  king  bit  his  lips,  his  eyes  fparkled  with 
anger  ;  the  Vizier  conftrains  him  with  a  look, 
and  thus  fpeaks : 

(t  Whoever  you  be,  Oftranger  !”  fays  heto- 
liim,  “  you  render  yourfelf  guilty  of  the  mod 
punifhable  imprudence :  dare  you  come  to  de¬ 
mand  of  a  mighty  fovereign,  that  he  give  up  to* 
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you  an  only  fon,  who  is  the  property  of  the 
ft  ate  ? - 

“  Vizier,”  interrupted  Maugraby,  (t  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  your  harrangue.  I  fpeak. 
to  the  king;  not  to  you.” 

“  Prefumptuous  !”  fays  the  Vizier  !  tc  here 
— guards !  inflantly  off  with  the  wretch’s 

head  !” - Tlie  guards  furround  Maugraby  ; 

they  bind  him,  and  conduct  him  to  a  court  of 
the  palace,  let  apart  for  executions.” 

Habid-il-Kaiib  places  himfelf  at  a  window,, 
to  feafl  his  eyes  with  the  fight  of  that  head 
which  was  to  him  fo  odious ;  one  ftroke  of  a 
fibre  fevers  it  from  the  body  ;  it  bounds  againft 
the  earth  ;  and  when  the  king  thinks  to  glut 
liimfelf  with  the  fight  of  a  dead  enemy,  he  fees 
nothing  but  a  pumpkin  divided  in  two  !, 

They  approach  the  body;  they  perceive  not 
one  drop  of  blood  ;— it  is  no  longer  the  fame 
body, — it  is  a  fack  filled  with  the  chaff  of  rice 
dipped  in  brimftone,  which  takes  fire,  makes  a 
crackling  noife,  and  fends  forth  ~a  fmokc,  which 
infefted  the  whole  court ; — foon  after  all  has 
difappeared,  and  not  one  legible  trace  remains 
of  the  execution,  which  they  came  to  per¬ 
form. 

Habid-il-Kalib  and  his  minifter  remain  a- 

0 

ftonifhed  ;  the  day  i  ;  puffed  in  fruidefs  deliber¬ 
ations,  and  the  king  forms  the  refolution  of  go¬ 
ing  next  morning  to  implore  affiftance  at  the 
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mofque,  by  offering  up  fervent  prayers  to  God 
and  his  prophet. 

As  the  king,  at  the  earlieft  dawn  of  day,  was 
going  on  foot,  and  without  fandals,  as  a  greater 
mark  of  humility  j  though  he  was  furrounded 
with  his  guards,  a  Dervife  placed  himfelf  fud- 
denly  in  his  way,  and  Hands  before  him  face 
to  face. 

“  King,”  favs  he,  “  know  me  again,  I  am 
Maugraby  5  I  come  to  demand  of  you  my 
child.” 

“  Ah  !  accurfed  magician,”  exclaims  Ha- 

O  J 

bid-il-Kalib,  may  Heaven  deliver  me  front 
thee  !  and  at  tire  fame  time,  he  gives  orders  to 
his  guard  to  rufli  upon  the  Counterfeit  Dervife 
and  fu  Hoc  ate  him  on  the  fpot.” - 

The  guard  obeys  \ — there  not  being  room 
enough  upon  the  body  which  they  finite,  to  re¬ 
ceive  all  the  blows  which  are  aimed  at  it,  they 
trample  it  under  foot ;  but  they  foon  perceive,, 
that  this  counterfeit  body  which  they  wifla  to 
deflroy,  is  nothing  but  a  lack  of  peas  loofed  at 
at  both  ends,  and  which  fcatters  on  the  fpot  all 
the  pulfe  which  is  contained  in  it ;  they  roll  on 
all  Tides,  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  not  one  of  them 
remains  exoofed  to  view. 

The  king,  intimidated  by  this  lad  fpe£tac!e, 
abandons  the  defign  of  going  to  the  mofque, 
and  returns  to  his  palace. 

There, 
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There,  after  having  confulted  with  his  Vi-- 
zier,  they  both  agree  that  it  is  neceflary  to 
fend  immediately  in  queft  of  an  aftrologer,. 
who  lived  at  Thedmor,  and  who  had  the  re¬ 
putation  of  being  (killed  in  magic,  that  he  might 

fet  this  art  in  oppolition  to  itfelf. - They’ 

tear  the  aftrologer  from  his  ftudies,  and 
bring  him  by  force  to  the  palace  ;  he  arrives, 
and  is  informed  of  the  wonders  to  which  they 
engage  him  to  oppofe  others,  which  might  be 
able  to  deftroy  them. 

This  fage  was  a  vain  man  :  “  Sire,”  fays  he 
to  the  king,  “  I  am  going  to  enchant  a  cord 
when  the  magician  fhall  prefent  himfelf  before 
your  majefty,  it  is  neceflary  that  an  expert  hand 
pafs  it  quickly  round  his  neck,  and  if  the  hand 
be  dexterous  enough  to  tie  a  fecond  knot,  before 
he  be  able  to  pronounce  three  words,  the  ma¬ 
gician  is  in  your  power  ;  refume  the  defign  of 
going  to-morrow  to  the  mofque,  and  I  will  ac¬ 
company  you  thither.” 

The  king  foon  found  the  man,  whom  it  was 
neceflary  he  fliould  have  to  call  the  running- 
knot,  and  to  do  it  in  lefs  than  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye  p — a  great  juggler  by  profefiion. 

They  caufe  him  make  an  experiment  of  the 
trick,  which  they  expert  of  him  j  a  flave  whom 
they  lay  hold  of,  and  who  endeavours  to  de¬ 
fend  himfelf,  is  fecurcd,  and  bound  with  three 
knots,  before  he  could  pronounce  the  name  of 
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Mahomet  ;  they  entertain  no  doubt  about  the 
fuccefs  of  the  invention  for  the  day  following. 

Habid-il-Kalib,  on  horfeback,  is  on  his  way 
to  prefent  himfelf  at  the  mofque.  The  altro- 
-  loger  and  the  buffoon  are  along  with  him. — 
They  behold  no  human  figure  prefent  itfelf 
to  die  view  ;  but,  all  of  a  fudden,  an  afs  of  a 
huge  ftature,  efcaped  from  a  liable,  before 
which  the  King  was  palling,  prefents  itfelf  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  cries  to  him,  with  a  frightful 
voice,  “  Give  me  my  child;  I  am  Mau- 
graby.” 

The  dexterous  buffoon  had  played  his  bell 
game,  and  had  given  the  cord  to  the  affrologer 
to  hold  ;  but,  in  a  moment,  die  huge  afs  finks 
into  the  eardi,  and  the  fpe£taclc  which  pre¬ 
fents  itfelf  to  their  notice  is  that  of  the  buf¬ 
foon  transformed  into  a  little  fcabby  ais,  with¬ 
out  a  tail,  and  without  ears,  which  fix  them- 
felves,  the  one  to  the  polteriors,  and  the  other 
upon  the  head  of  the  allrologer,  who  held  in 
his  hand  the  end  of 'the  pretended  magical 
cord,  palled  round  the  neck  of, the  blanched 
colt. 

The  King  was  too  much  aftonifhed  ;  the 
guard  and  the  people  were  too  much  furprifed, 
for  any  one  to  be  tempted  to  laugh  at  this  me- 
niorphofis,  as  fudden  as  it  was  lingular. 

By  degrees,  however,  the  buifoon  refumes 
his  wonted  fhnpe,  without  any  one  perceiving 
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it.  The  duft,  which  was  raifed  from  the  earth 
by  the  prancing  of  his  feet,  had  prevented  them 
from  obferving  the  operation  of  the  change. 
The  tail  and  the  ears  of  the  fage  in  like  man-  • 
ner  difappear. 

“  Sire,”  then  fays  Scheherazade,  interrupt¬ 
ing  his  recital,  to  addrefs  himfelf  dire&ly  to 
the  Sultan  of  the  Indies,  “  the  Syrian  aftro- 
loger  perceived  that  he  had  to  contend,  without 
knowing  it,  again  ft  the  wifeft,  as  well  as  a- 
gainft  the  moft  dangerous  magician  who  was 
then  upon  the  earth.” 

Such  was  Maugraby.  Satan,  to  whom  he 
was  a  moft  faithful  Have,  had  himfelf  fet  open 
to  him  the  forty-eight  gates  of  fcience,  o£ 
which  there  exifted  a  depofit  in  Dom-daniel,, 
at  Tunis,  before  that  this  place,  celebrated 
throughout  all  Barbary,  had  been  demolifhed, 
and  committed  to  the  flames,  with  all  that  it. 
contained,  by  Zanate  Kalife  *. 

Maugraby  was  then,  continued  the  Sultanefs, 
among  the  moft  lkillful  magicians  of  his  time, 
as  is  the  light  of  the  moon  during  the  night  to 
that  of  the  feebler  ftars.  He  wifhed  to  chaf-. 
tife  the  aftrologer,  who  had  fet  himfelf  againlt 
him,  and  the  foolilh  eunuch,  his  affociate,  in  a 

manner 

*  Zanate  Kalife  was  fent  by  the  Califs  of  Arabia  to  the 
eonqueft  of  Mauritajiia  anti  of  the  barbarous  nations.  Thefe 
idolatrous  people  were  entirely  given  up  to  magical  fuperfti- 
rjons,  for  which  they  kept  public  fchools  in  the  place  called 
JL-e  Dom-daniel. 
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manner  which  might  render  them  ridiculous 
'without  inftrucling  them. 

During  the  momentary  change  to  which  he 
•ubje&ed  them,  all  the  fpe&ators  might  have, 
feen  that  he  had  treated  them  like  afles,  but 
they  did  not  perceive  the  ridicule  which  had 
been  put  upon  them,  and  maintained  to  thofe 
•who  fpoke  to  them  of  it,  that  their  eyes  had 
been  fafcinated. 

Habid-il-Kalib,  Sire,  deje&ed  by  the  ineffi¬ 
cacy  of  the  laft  attempt  which  he  had  juft 
made  to  deliver  himfelf  from  the  perfections 
of  Maugraby,  refolves  to  purfue  his  journey  to 
the  mofque,  and  there  to  implore  the  affiftance 
of  God  and  of  the  Great  Prophet. 

One  of  his  officers  is  difpatched  before  hand 
to  give  notice  to  the  chief  of  the  Amames  to 
gather  together  the  minilters  of  religion,  and 
thereby  give  more  efficacy  and  folemnity  to 
their  prayers. 

The  chief  of  the  Amames  was  the  venerable 
Cheik,  to  whom  the  education  of  Prince 
Habid-il-Rouman  had  been  intruded.  The 
Cheik  obeys  the  orders  which  he  has  received, 
dreffies  himfelf  in  his  robes  of  ceremony,  and 
proceeds  towards  the  mofque.  He  leaves  his 
pupil  with  fome  of  his  fellow-ftudents,  divert¬ 
ing  themfelves  in  a  court,  all  the  gates  of  which 
were  carefully  fhut. 
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Thefe  were  feeble  precautions  againd  Mau- 
graby.  He  is  perched  upon  the  top  of  a  large 
tree,  in  the  middle  of  the  court,  transformed 
into  an  owl. 

He  watches  the  moment  when  the  young 
Prince  comes  in  his  turn  to  crouch  beneath  the 
tree,  whild  his  companions  are  hiding  a  hand¬ 
kerchief,  which  he  mud  feek  for.  The  dan¬ 
gerous  bird  of  night  then  lets  fall  upon  his 
head  a  fingle  drop  of  water,  from  a  fmall  phial 
which  it  held  in  its  beak,  and  transforms  him 
into  a  moufe. 

The  little  animal,  impelled  by  a  natural  in- 
ftiinT,  runs  quite  terrified  from  beneath  the 
tree,  and  is  going  to  feek  a  place  where  to  hide 
itfelf.  At  that  indant,  the  play-fellows  of  Ha- 
bid-il-Rouman  fuw  didinddly,  in  the  middle  of 
the  court,  a  large  owl  making  a  {loop  at  a 
moufe,  which  was  attempting  to  make  its  e- 
fcape,  and  which  it  bore  off. 

Habid-il-Kalib,  diftradted  with  inquietude, 
and  tormented  with  fear,  is  returned  to  his 
palace,  and  gives  orders  to  fend  for  his  Grand 
Vizier,  that  he  might  confult  with  him  upon 
the  part  he  ought  to  take  in  thefe  circumitan- 
ces  of  embarr affluent  in  which  he  was  in¬ 
volved. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  minifler,  he  cads 
Ills  eyes  towards  a  bureau.  He  fees  upon  it 

an 
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it  an  open  paper,  filled  with  written  chara&ers. 
He  looks  upon  it,  and  reads-: 

Alaugraby  to  Habed-il-Kalib ,  King  cf  Syria. 

“  Prince  without  honour!  It  is  not  I  whom 
thou  wilheft  to  rob  of  that  which  is  due  to  me, 
by  refufing  me  the  child  whom  thou  gavell  me. 
It  is  that  power  'whom  thou  didlt  invoke  in  eat¬ 
ing  the  apple.  Thy  fon  is  his  property,  and  I 
have  taken  him,  to  deliver  him  up  to  that 
power  to  whom  he  properly  belongs.” 

Whilft  the  King  held  the  dreadful  paper  in 
his  hand,  the  Grand  Vizier  arrives  ; — he  reads 
it.  They  are  throv/n  into  the  utmoft  confler- 
nation.  While  their  minds  are  thus  agitated, 
they  give  orders  to  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs  to 
go  with  the  guard  in  fearch  of  the  young  Prince, 
at  the  houfe  of  the  Cheik,  to  whofe  care  he  had 
been  confided. 

There  they  find  all  in  confufion.  The  ve¬ 
nerable  preceptor  of  Habcd-il-Rouman  was 
violently  tearing  his  beard,  and  his  white  hair, 
as  lie  heard  the  recital  of  the  youths  who  were 
around  his  pupil ;  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
vaniflied  from  their  eyes,  and  the  civcum fiance 
of  the  fudden  appearance  of  an  owl,  and  of  a 
moufe,  which  this  owl  carried  off. 

The  Cheik  repairs  to  the  palace,  there  to 
mix  his  tears  with  thofe  of  the  King,  the  Vi¬ 
zier,  and  the  incoufolabie  Elmennour.  The 
Vol.  IV.  1  papejt 
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paper  which  communicated  the  intelligence  i s 
no  more  to  be  found  ;  but  its  contents,  which 
had  announced  to  them  the  lofs  they  had  fuf- 
tained,  remain  deeply  engraved  upon  their  me¬ 
mories.  “  Oh  !  Heaven  !”  exclaims  the  King, 

•  f<  to 'what  barbarous  power  have  I  abandoned 
my  foil !  To  what  dreadful  evil  is  it  that  my 
imprudence  has  expofed  him  !” 

The  Grand  Vizier  inwardly  reproaches  him - 
felf :  <(  It  was  I,”  lays  he  to  himfelf,  u  who 
procured  accefs  to  this  abominable  magician* 
and  counfelled  the  trial  of  his  fatal  fecret. — I 
have  been  the  caufe  of  wretchcdnefs  to  mv  So- 

j 

vereign,  to  my  daughter,  to  myl'elf,  and  alfo  to 
an  innocent  child.”  Elmennour,  ftifled  by  lier 
-fighs,  could  only  pronounce  thefe  words  : — 
44  My  fon  !  my  fon  !  my  beloved  fon  !” 

The  Cheik  does  not  interrupt  thefe  fir  ft  ef¬ 
fects  of  grief.  At  length  he  embraces  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  fpeak  :  44  We  are  all  guilty,”  fays 
he  to  them,  44  and  therefore  it  is  we  are  chaf- 
tifed  of  Heaven  ;  but,  think  ye,  will  its  juftice 
luffer  a  Muflulman,  faithful  to  the  laws  which 
were  impofed  upon  him  by  circumcifion,  to  fall 
into  the  power  of  any  other  being  than  that  of 
the  great  Prophet,  wliofe  feal  he  bears  ?  My 
amiable  pupil,  Habed-il-Rouman,  has  in  his 
heart  the  feeds  of  every  virtue.  He  is  a  plant 
of  the  faireft  form,  which  lifts  up  its  branches' 
to  ti\e  liars,  and  the  dew  of  Heaven  will  wa¬ 
ter 
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fer  it,  wherever  it  may  be  planted.  Can  any 
power  rob  him  of  the  providence  of  the  Eter¬ 
nal,  who  has  him  for  ever  in  his  eye  ?  Let  us 
then  open  all  the  mofques,  and,  againfl  a  fu- 
pernatural  and  infernal  power,  let  us  arm  that 
power  which  nothing  can  refill.” 

The  words  of  the  Cheik  afford  fome  hope 
of  confolation,  by  reviving  a  little  the  hopes 
of  the  afflicted  family,  and  public  prayers  are 
ordered  in  Thedmor,  and  throughout  all  Syria. 

Meanwhile,  the  young  Habed-il-Rouman 
was  in  the  moft  deplorable  fituation.  The  bar¬ 
barous  Maugraby  had  tranfported  him  into  the 
mid (l  of  a  defart :  There  he  reftores  him  to  his 
proper  form  j  and  prefents  himfelf  before  the 
Prince,  blind  of  one  eye,  bleared  in  the  other, 
loathfome,  as  he  firlt  appeared  before  the  gate 
of  the  palace  at  Thedmor.  “  Do  you  know 
me  ?”  fays  he  to  the  terrified  Prince. 

Naturally  gentle,  Habed-il-Rouman  anfwers 
him  who  interrogated  him  in  fuch  a  brutal 
manner,  “  No  ;  I  do  not  know  who  you  are.” 

“  You  are  about  to  learn,”  replies  the  cruel 
magician,  giving  him  at  the  fame  time  a  blow 
on  the  ear.  “  I  am  Maugraby  *,  have  you  ne¬ 
ver  heard  me  fpoken  of?” 

Habed-il-Rouman  perceiving  himfelf  llruck, 
for  the  firll  time  in  his  life  ;  he,  the  fon  of  a 
king  *,  he,  who  had  never  till  now  been  addref- 
frd  by  any  one,  even  though  there  might  have 
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been  occafion  to  reprove  him  for  a  fault,  but 
■with  the  molt  delicate  refpe£l,  is  feized  with 
the  utmod  adonifliment.  He  deliberates  with, 
himfelf  for  a  moment,  and  rubs  his  eyes,  to. 
diflipate  the  difagreeable  reverie  in  which  he 
believes  himfelf  wrapt.  Maugraby  divines  the 
caufe  of  his  hlence. 

“  You  do  not  dream,”  fays  he  to  him.  ((  At¬ 
tend  to  the  quedion  which  I  propofe  to  you. — 

I  am  Maugraby  ;  have  you  never  heard  me  fpo- 
ken  of  ?” 

“  Yes,  I  have,”  replies  the  young  Prince  y 
t(  from  my  mother,  and  oftner  dill  from  my 
tutor,  I  have  heard  the  hiltory  of  an  apple* 
which  was  brought  to  my  father  by  Mau¬ 
graby.” 

“  What  fayed  thou  here  of  thy  father  and 
thy  mother  ?  1  Iiou  art  born  of  the  kernal  of 
my  apple,”  anfwers  the  magician. 

<c  I  allure  you,”  fays  the  young  Prince, 
<f  that  I  am  born  of  my  mother;  that  Habed- 
il-Kalibfjs  my  father,  all  the  world  tells  me.” 

“  Ail  the  world  lies,”  anfwers  Maugraby, 
giving  him  a  fecond  blow  feverer  than  the  firft. 
“  Thy  pretended  father  and  thy  pretended  mo¬ 
ther  are  good  for  nothing  but  to  be  mules  for  my 
liable.  Let  us  fee  if  thou  belonged  to  the  rade 
from  which  thou  pretended  to  be  defeended.” 

At  the  fame  time,  Maugraby  takes  up  fome 
rain  water  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  from  a 

rock 
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rock  which  is  within  his  reach  ;  he  daflies  it 
in  his  face;  he  transforms  him  into  a  mule, 
and  inftamly  gets  upon  his  back.  The  poor 
Prince  is  forced  to  employ  his  legs  in  running, 
for  Ire  pufhes  him  on  with  a  (hower  of  (tripes. 

Habed- il-Rouman  was  ready  to  call  the 
whole  earth  to  his  afiiftance,  and  to  invoke 
that  of  the  great  Prophet ;  he  can  articulate 
nothing  but  founds  that  are  terrible  to  himfelf. 

Meanwhile,  the  cruel  magician  gives  him  ho 
reft,  either  by  day  or  by  night,  till  he  had 
reached  the  place  where  he  meant  to  flop. 

They  are  at  the  foot  of  a  frightful  mountain, 
whofe  fummit  feem&to  hide  itfelf  among  the 
clouds  ;  a  defart,  more  dreadful  than  all  thofe 
which  they  had  pafied,  environ  them  on  every 
f'de.  There  the  magician  alights,  and  ties  his 
mule  to  the  branch  of  a  ftrong  thorn,  growing 
upon  the  brink  of  a  fountain,  which  ifi'ued  from 
the  crevices  of  the  mountain. 

“  Curfed  bead  !”  fays  he,  dill  beating  upon 
the  back  of  the  unfortunate  youth.  t(  Thy 
education  has  enervated  thee  ;  we  (ball  fee  im¬ 
mediately  iff  can  indrufl  you  how  to  become 
more  worthy.”  Meanwhile  he  approaches  the 
fountain,  to  draw  water  from  it. 

The  fatigued,  exhauded,  and  bruifed  body  of 
the  mule,  into  which  the  unfortunate  Prince 
of  Syria  had  been  transformed,  unable  .  any 
longer  to  fupport  itfelf  on  its  feeble  legs,  falls 
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to  the  ground.  Maugraby  approaches  him,  and 
fprinkles  the  water  on  his  head,  at  the  fa  me 
rime  pronouncing  aloud  thefe  words  :  “  Subject 
of  Satan ,  in  the  name  of  Satan ,  refume  thy 
form.” 

Immediately  the  poor  Habed-il-Rouman  can 
difcover  that  his  arms  and  hands  are  reftored, 
though  disfigured  with  blows,  and  covered  with 
blood.  The  magician  plunges  him  in  the 
ftream,  the  coolnefs  of  which  fomewhat  invi¬ 
gorates  the  fpirits  of  the  poor  languifhing 
wretch ;  and  then  his  relentlefs  perfecutor,  af¬ 
ter  having  feated  himfelf,  his  back  leaning  a- 
gainft  the  rock,  addrefl’es  him  in  a  tone  fome¬ 
what  lefs  fevere :  “  Say,  Habed,  whofe  fon 
art  thou  ?” 

<c  Alas  !”  replies  the  young  Prince,  with  a 
feeble  voice  j  “  I  am  the  child  of  that  apple  ; 
of  that  kernal  of  which  you  have  fpoken  to 
me.  I  am  your’s,  fmce  your  heart  compaflio- 
nates  my  dHlrefs  !” 

«  You  have  done  well  to  anfvver  as  you 
ought. —  I  have  caufed  you  lofe  in  the  ftream 
the  laft  drop  of  that  odious  blood,  which  is 
derived  to  you  from  a  man  and  a  woman,  who 
have  been  guilty  of  the  blackeft  ingratitude 
and  perjury  •,  who,  inftead  of  recompenfng  me 
for  the  good  I  have  done  them,  are  intent  up¬ 
on  my  deltriuflion.  On  my  account,  you  have 
endured  the  punifhment  of  their  wickednefs ; 
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jou  have  been  expofed  to  the  common  law, 
which  fuhje£ls  children  to  the  vengeance  due  to 
the  demerits  of  their  parents.  It  is  with  regret 
that  I  have  fuftered  to  fall  upon  you  a  fnare  of 
that  vengeance  which  was  the  juft  reward  of 
their  infidelity.  Be  wife  and  be  convinced,  and 
-  you  (hall  find  in  me  a  father,  who  will  love  you 
without  weaknefs  j  who  will  inltru£t  you  with 
the  molt  affiduous  care,  and  who,  without  fuf- 
ficring  you  to  be  infatuated  by  the  idea  of  that 
power  and  grandeur,  to  which  all  around  you 
are  continually  reminding  you  that  you  wa3 
born,  can  aflociate  you  with  a  power  of  whom 
all  the  fovereigns  in  the  world  are  jealous.  On 
thefe  conditions^  will  you  content  to  be  my 
fon,  Habed?” 

“  Alas!  Yes,”  fays  the  young  Prince,  who 
dreaded  that  he  would  in  a  fhort  time  be  fio 
more,  becaufe  he  regarded  the  (late  of  abfolute 
debility  in  which  he  found  himfelf  as  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  death. 

f(  We  go  then,  my  dear  child,”  fays  the  ma¬ 
gician,  u  now  that  I  have  appeafed,  by  my  ri¬ 
gorous  treatment  of  you,  the  omnipotent  power 
whom  your  pretended  father  hath  irritated, 
both  againft  himfelf  and  you,  to  invoke  him  to¬ 
gether,  that  at  his  name  this  mountain  may 
open,  and  afford  us  an  eafy  pafiage  into  a  re¬ 
gion  of  delights,  where  you  may  find  every 
afhllance  ncceflary  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
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liealth  ;  where  you  may  find  the  joys  peculiar' 
to  your  age,  and,  in  a  word,  that  inftrucHon 
which  you  never  could  have  derived  from  ail 
ignorant  Cheik,  who  has  made  it  a  law  tohim- 
felf,  to  believe  that  all  the  fecrets  of  nature  are 
included  in  a  fingle  book,  which  is  nothing 
more  than  the  tinfel  of  a  dream.” 

Habed-il-Rouman  was  dying,  and  he  wifhed 
to  live.  “  I  will  do  all  that  you  would  have  me,” 
fays  he  to  a  man,  who,  after  having  (hewn 
himfelf  fo  cruel,  fo  formidable,  feemed  willing 
to  conceive  for  him  fentiments  more  gentle. 

The  magician  then  rifes.  He  takes  from  a 
purfe  which  hung  by  his  girdle  a  little  book,  a 
fmall  wax  taper,  and  a  brick  j  he  gathers  to¬ 
gether  fome  dry  leaves,  and  lets  them  on  fire  ; 
he  cafls  fome  perfumes  into  the  flame,  pro¬ 
nounces  fome  words  of  invocation  and  conju¬ 
ration  with  a  hoarfe  voice,  and  concludes  thus  : 
“  Omnipotent  Satan  J  king  of  the  whole  earth  J 
two  of  thy  children  wifn  to  go  and  take  repofe  in 
the  region  of  delights  which  few  from  thy  munifi¬ 
cence.  At  thy  name  may  the  earth  open,  that  they 
may  have  accefs  to  this  place” 

The  young  Prince,  wholly  abforbed  in  con¬ 
templating  the  mifery  of  his  condition,  wa3 
fcarcely  able  to  follow',  in  his  mind,  the  words 
which  fill  founded  in  his  ear.  All  of  a  fud- 
den,  the  earth  trembles  beneath  him,  and  he 
falls  into  a  fwoon  5  but  the  magician  ccm.es  up 
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to  him,  and  makes  him  fmell  an  eflence,  which 
inftantly  reftores  him  to  life  ;  and,  giving  him 
his  hand  to  aflift  him  in  getting  up,  he  con¬ 
ducts  him  towards  a  cave,  which  had  juft 
opened  in  the  entrails  of  the  mountain.  The 
taper,  which  the  magician  held  in  his  hand, 
guides  them  through  the  windings  by  which 
they  were  obliged  to  pafs,  until  they  arrive  at 
a  fuperb  plain,  under  a  ferene  and  delightful 
fky,  upon  a  country  whofe  fertility  difplayed  it- 
felf  in  the  vigour  and  beauty  of  the  plant9 
■which  covered  it,  and  in  the  abundance  of  lit¬ 
tle  rivulets  wherewith  it  was  watered. 

Landlkips,  the  mod  pi&urefque  and  beauti¬ 
ful,  everywhere  prefent  themfelves  to  their 
view. 

They  fee  flocks  grazing  throughout  the  fields, 
and  running  fportive  from  place  to  place  ;  the 
feathered  tribe  wing  their  flighty  through  the 
air,  but  none  of  them  feem  wild,  their  plea- 
fures  or  their  wants  occafioning  the  different 
cares  wherewith  they  appear  agitated. 

“  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  country 
which  lies  before  you  ?”  fays  Maugraby  to 
the  young  Prince. 

“  That  it  is  very  beautiful,”  replies  Habed- 
il-Rouman.  (<  It  is  well !  my  fon,”  fays  the 
magician.  u  It  is  to  you  as  it  is  to  me,  if  you  be 
wife,  and  what  you  now  fee  is  nothing  to  what 
is  to  come.” 
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At  that  inftant,  they  difcover  a  palace  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  grandeur  and  magnificence.  i(  To 
whom,  think  you,  does  this  houfe  belong,  my 
child  ?”  fays  Maugraby  to  him. 

“  Doubtlefs  to  you,”  anfwers  the  young 
Prince. — “  Yes,”  replies  his  condu&or,  (f  it 
belongs  to  your  father,  Maugraby,  and  it  fliall 
be  yours,  provided  your  conduct  be  fuch  as  he 
may  have  reafon  to  approve. 

“  When  I  treated  you  with  fuch  feverity, 
my  child,  you  never  could  have  fufpe£led  that 
I  loved  you,  and  that  I  had  fuch  great  things 
in  referve  for  you.  Children  midake  thofe 
who  carefs  them  for  their  bed  friends  ;  it  is 
not  thus  that  one  ought  to  begin  with  youth; 
it  is.  neceffary  that  it  be  inftru£ted  to  fear,  be¬ 
fore  it  be  taught  to  love. 

((  When  you  lived  with  the  King  of  Syria, 
all  your  foibles  were  differed  to  pafs  unnoticed,, 
fo  that  by  the  time  you  arrived  at  man’s  ellate, 
you  might  have  conceived  the  idea,  that  you 
was  at  liberty  to  turn  the  whole  kingdom  up-* 
fide  down,  if  you  choofed  it,  and  that  after  all 
you  ought  to  be  thanked  for  doing  fo.” 

“H  ere  it  is  neceffary  you  be  convinced,  that 
you  cannot  commit  a  tmgle  fault  which  (hail 
not  be  followed  with  the  fevered  punifhmentj 
nor  do  any  good  which  (hall  not  daily  bring  a- 
long  with  it  its  proper  reward.  Behold  then 
how  one  treats  thofe  whom  they  love  ;  theit 
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difobedience  ought  not  to  be  pardoned,  any 
more  than  their  want  of  confidence. 

“  You  imagine,  perhaps,  my  dear  child, 
that  wc  will  find  numbers  of  people  in  this  vafi: 
palace,  which  you  behold.  When  I  forefavv 
that  I  mult  bring  my  l'on  to  this  place,  to  edu¬ 
cate  him  under  my  own  eye,  I  drove  all  hence, 
to  prevent  his  being  expofed  to  the  adulations 
of  a  fingle  fycophant. 

“  You  will  want  for  nothing  here,  becaufe 
I  know  that  I  can  put  my  hand  to  every  thing. 
Loving  you  from  your  birth,  before  you  had 
any  caufe  to  doubt  of  it,  I  have  put  myfelf  in¬ 
to  a  condition,  when  you  {hall  be  inclined  to 
profit  by  my  inftrudlions,  of  being  able  to  fup- 
ply  to  you  the  place  of  all  thofe  fervants,  of 
whom  I  have  thought  proper  to  deprive  you  till 
you  Ihould  be  better  attended. ” ' 

It  is  impolfible  to  deferibe  the  ideas  which 
fprung  up  in  the  mind  of  Habed-il-Rouman, 
upon  hearing  this  difeourfe,  which  Maugraby 
intermingled  with  feverity  and  careffes,  and 
threats  and  promifes,  and  efpecially  when  he 
heard  in  how  unfavourable  a  manner  he  feem- 

j 

ed  anxious  to  fpeak  of  the  education  he  might 
have  received  at  the  plflace  of  Thedmor. 

All  was  new  to  the  young  Prince,  both  in 
the  actions  of  which  he  was  the  object,  and  in 
the  nature  of  the  promifes  which  he  heard 
made.  Conftrained  by  fear,  rather  than  induced 
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by  any  other  motive,  he  difiembled  his  embar- 
rafiment  better  than  he  could  expeCb;  and  he 
might  have  remained  in  this  fituation  for  a 
confiderable  time,  had  he  not  juft  then  enter¬ 
ed  the  feemingly  folitary  habitation  of  Mau- 
graby. 

The  architecture  of  it  was  altogether  grand, 
noble,  fimple,  and  magnificent,  but  this  was 
by  no  means  calculated  to  attract  the  notice  of 
a  young  Prince,  whofe  eyes  were  accuftomed 
to  behold  magnificence.  He  was  fomewhat 
furprifed,  however,  to  find  the  gates  open,  and 
a  centinel  over  them. 

From  colonnades  to  fteriftile,  from  periftile 
to  veftible,  from  faloon  to  faloon,  he  conducts 
him  to  a  pavilion,  whofe  angles  were  adorned 
with  four  fountains  of  water,  more  tranfparent 
than  chryftal. 

A  Jet  U Eau  ifiues  from  a  table  of  green 
marble,  which  ftands  in  the  center  of  the  work, 
and,  after  having  played  round  the  vafe  of  its 
bafon,  loofes  itfelf  beneath,  by  the  chinks 
which  receive  it. 

A  gate,  whofe  height  was  proportioned  to 
the  elevation  of  the  edifice,  admitted  the  rays 
of  the  fun,  which  fell  obliquely  upon  the  foun¬ 
tain,  and  exhibited  the  appearance  of  a  moving 
rainbow. 

The  curvature  of  the  pavilion  was  ornament¬ 
ed  with  fuperb  fophas.  Four  lofty  windows, 

which 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


% 


I C9 


which  lighted  it,  contained  each  a  gold  cage  of 
exquifite  w  orkman  (hip,  inhabited  by  birds  of 
the  moll  vivid  and  beautifully  variegated 
plumage,  which  poured  forth  the  warblings  of 
their  little  throats,  in  notes  mod  exquifitely 
harmonious,  and  fported  themfelves  amidR  the 
flowers  and  odoriferous  fhrubs  with  which  the 
floors  of  their  dwellings  were  garniihed. 

«  My  child,  behold  your  ftudy!”  fays  Mau- 
graby  to  his  pupil,  “  if  it  appears  to  filit  you  ; 
for,  as  I  make  you  matter  here,  you  have  your 
choice.  Recline  yourfelf  upon  one  of  thefe  fo- 
phas.  Do  !  take  your  repofe,  whilft  I  prepare 
fupper  for  you.  You  will  recover  your  ttrength. 

“  Contiguous  to  this  there  is  a  room  of 
baths.  I  am  going  to  warm  them  with  a  fire 
of  wood.  Queftionlefs  you  bear  upon  your 
arms  and  body  the  remains  of  contufions,  the 
confequence  of  the  treatment  yot i  have  experi¬ 
enced.  Let  us  do  our  beft  to  remove,  by  de¬ 
grees,  both  the  pain  and  the  marks. 

«*  But,  my  fon  I  amidft  the  pleafures  which 
furround  us,  it  is  not  unhappy  that  fomething 
recalls  to  us  the  remembrance  of  pains  that  are 
paft.  I  leave  you  for  a  moment.  I  am  going 
to  put  every  thing  in  readinefs  which  is  necef- 
fary  for  you.”  After  thefe  words,  Maugraby 
departs,  and  Habed-il-Rouman  lies  reclined 
upon  a  fopha,  where  he  would  have  wholly 
refigned  himfelf  to  the  bitternefs  of  refle&ion, 
Vol.  IV.  K  had 
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Lad  not  the  harmonious  melody  of  the  birds, 
which  bade  adieu  to  the  fettlng  fun,  diverted 
his  melancholy. 

Juft  then  his  mafter  re-enters  with  a  bafket 
of  rich  fruits.  Choofe,”  fays  he,  <i  and  eat. 
Then  he  difappears.— Some  time  after,  he  re¬ 
turns.  He  conduas  him  to  a  neighbouring 
faloon,  where  all  was  delicious,  and,  after  hav¬ 
ing  himfelf  undrefied  him,  he  caufes  him  en¬ 
ter  a  bath  of  nicely  attempered  heat,  amidft 
an  air  perfumed  with  fpices  of  the  fweeteft 

fmell. 

Maugraby  enters  the  bath,  there  to  wrap  up 
his  pupil  in  filk  clothes,  of  the  moft  exquifite 
•fineriefs.  He  gently  preffes  the  contufions, 
which  behoved  ftill  to  be  painful.  He  foon 
removes  all  fenfe'of  pain,  and  diflipates  the 
inflammation,  fo  that  the  marks  could  fcarcely 
be  decerned. 

«  Were  my  child  at  Thedmor,”  fays  the 
magician,  “  they  would  have  abandoned  him 
to  the  care  of  a  Have.  Ah  !  how  much  more 
virtue  is  there  in  the  hand  of  a  father  !  It  is 
more  cautious  and  gentle  than  that  of  any 

f  r 

other. 

«  You  are  now  well,  my  dear  fon  !  Let  us 
go  to  the  faloon,  where  you  are  to  fup.”— 
Meanwhile  he  makes  him  drefs  himfelf  in 
flippers,  and  a  robe  of  filk.  After  having 

combed  and  perfumed  his  head  with  the 
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greateft  care,  he  conducts  him  into  another  a-, 
partment,  illuminated  with  an  hundred  wax- 
tapers,  which  blazed  in  the  molt  magnificent 
girandoles.  He  caufes  him  repofe  himfelf  up¬ 
on  one  of  the  moft  voluptuous  fophas. 

“  I  {hall  not  always  accommodate  you  fo 
luxurioully,”  fays  he  to  the  Prince,  (f  but  I 
love  to  make  a  regular  repofe  fucceed  a  great 
fatigue.  Take  a  moment’s  reft.  I  am  going 
to  prepare  your  repaft  ;  all  things  are  already 
under  my  hand.  I  have  mylelf  collected  the 
pulfe,  and  killed  in  my  poultry-yard  what  is 
neceflary  for  us.  I  am  a  molt  expert  cook,  and 
you  will  learn  to  be  one  for  yourfelf.”  With 
thefe  words  he  retires. 

Habed-il-Rouman  is  more  aftonifhed  than- 
ever  at  all  he  fees ;  but  the  fatigue  and  the 
bath  have  difpofed  him  to  reft.  He  falls 
afteep. 

Whilft  he  is  repofing,  a  table  of  a  delicious 
repaft  is  fpread  before  him,  confuting  of  game, 

'  fifti,  and  feafoned  rice,  and  a  fideboard,  placed 
near  the  table,  is  loaded  with  fruits,  preferves, 
and  exquifite  wines.  Maugraby  awakes  him  : 
“  Come,  Habed,”  fays  he,  “  it  is  time  to  eat.” 
The  young  Prince  feats  himfelf.  At  his  age 
the  edge  of  appetite  is  keener  than  at  any  other. 
H  is  holt  fits  oppofite  to  him,  and  ferves  him 
with  the  minuteft  attention,  continually  feck-, 
ing  an  opportunity  to  fay  the  moft;  agreeable 
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things  to  him,  and  in  a  manner  which  the 
very  tone  of  his  voice  rendered  flattering. 

This  alteration  in  the  voice  of  his  ravifher  is 
the  firft  thing  that  ftrikes  the  young  Prince  of 
Syria.  By  little  and  little,  he  ventures  to  look 
at  the  man  who  fpeaks  to  him  ;  the  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  his  countenance  is 
ftill  more  to  his  advantage  than  the  embellifh- 
ment  of  his  voice.  It  is  that  of  a  venerable  old 
man,  whofe  eyes  fparkle  with  an  extraordinary 
fire,  but  all  whofe  other  features  are  agreeable. 

“  But,*’  all  of  a  fudden,  exclaims  Habed-il- 
Rouman,  impelled  by  an  ingenuous  tranfport, 
“you  are  not  furely  that  blind  villain  by  whom 
I  have  been  carried  off,  transformed  into  a 
mule,  and  fo  mercilefsly  beaten.” 

“  Oh,  my  child  !  I  appear  exceeding  ugly, 
exceeding  blind,  to  thofe  whom  I  ought  to  re¬ 
gard  with  an  evil  eye  ;  but  to  an  obedient  fon, 
fuch  as  you  will  be,  I  am  always  fuch  as  you 
behold  me.  Do  you  acknowledge  me  then  for 
your  true  father  ?” 

The  luftre,  which  at  this  inftant  appears  in 
the  eyes  of  Maugraby,  does  not  fuffer  Habed- 
il-Rouman  to  hefitate  in  his  reply  :  “  Oh  af- 
furedly !”  fays  he  to  him,  “  you  are  my  fa¬ 
ther.”  At  thefe  words  the  magician  rifes,  and 
goes  to  embrace  him,  in  a  tranfport  of  tender— 
nefs.  “  Ah  !  fays  he,  “  I  ftrongly  fufpe£led 
that  blood  would  fpeak.  Go,  my  fon,  into  the 

apartment 


ARABIAN  TALES*  H3' 

Apartment  which  is  allotted  for  yoiir  repofe. — 

I  hope  to  find  in  you  a  great  confolation  to  my 
old  age;  and  I  fhall  not  die  without  leaving  be¬ 
hind  me  an  heir,  whofe  power  (hall  exalt  him 
above  all  the  potentates  of  the  earth.” 

Having  thus  fpoken,  Maugraby  takes  the 
young  Prince  by  the  hand,  and  condu£fs  him 
to  a  chamber,  where  the  mod  fumptuous  bed 
was  prepared  for  him. 

«  Take  a  found  deep,”  fays  he  to  him,*1  to¬ 
morrow  I  wall  (how  you  my  little  arrange¬ 
ments  in  this  place ;  and  when  you  {hall  be 
fufficiently  repofed  we  will  difcourfe  together 
on  what  concerns  your  education.” 

Here  the  beautiful  Sultanefs  interrupts  her- 
felf  a  fecond  time.  “  Admire,  Sire,”  fays  (he, 
“  the  infernal  fubtility  of  this  dcteftable  Mau¬ 
graby  !  Who  would  not  believe  but  he  tender¬ 
ly  loved  this  young  man  ?  Who  would  not 
think  but  he  fincerely  meant  his  happinefs  ? — 
But  he  wiflies  to  fubdue  him  by  fear,  and  entice 
him  by  pleafures ;  and,  if  he  can  by  thefe 
means  render  himfelf  abfolute  matter  over  him,, 
to  corrupt  his  foul,  and  render  him  as  wicked*, 
as  devoted  to  Satan,  as  himfelf. 

He  performs  about  him  the  feveral  offices 
of  a  (lave,  a  cook,  and  an  inftru&or.  He  de— 
.  votes  himfelf  to  all.  But  to  become,  by  engag¬ 
ing  his  confidence,  the  entire  mafler  over  him 
to  whom  he  feems  to  facrifice  himfelf,  he 
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fpreads  for  him  the  mod  artful  fnares,  and  re» 
tires  to  meditate  others. 

Meanwhile  the  young  prince  of  Syria,  to- 
whom  the  ufe  of  wine  was  unknown,  feels  his 
head  giddy  with  it,  and  falls  afleep.  - 

At  fun-rife,  his  holt,  full  of  the  mod  ftudied 
attentions,  comes  and  opens  the  curtains  of  his 
bed. 

“  Come,  my  fon,”  fays  he,  «  the  beautiful 
morning  invites  us  to  walk,  here  we  do  not 
fuffer  it  to  pafs  unenjoyed  *  we  are  going  to 
take,  each  of  us,  a  bow  and  arrows:  You  are 
an  Arabian,  and  my  Moor.  We  ought  both 
of  us  to  learn  to  be  ferviceable  to  each  other. 

“  Having  taken  a  furvey  of  fome  of  the  cu- 
tiofities  of  our  folitude,  we  will  fearch  in  the 
air,  on  the  earth,  and  alfo  in  the  waters,  £o* 
what  our  appetite  demands  j  it  is  neceffary, 
we  ffiould  perform  the  talk  of  mutual  good 
offices  with  pleafure.” 

While  Maugraby  was  fpeaking,  he  affifted 
Habed-il-Rouman  to  put  on  a  drefs  fuited  to 
the  walk  and  the  chafe. 

They  are  on  their  way ;  the  fky  appeared 
pure  and  ferene.  Thick  clouds,  fupported  by 
a  chain  of  mountains,  bordered  the  horizon  on 
every  fide.  As  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  the 
mild  rays  of  the  fun  feem  to  animate  every 
objeft,  and  the  refreffiing  zephyrs  fan  the  air 
with  a  gentle  agitation. 


It 
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_  «  It  is  neceflary  that  I  inform  you,”  my  dear 
fon,  fays  Maugraby,.  (t  in  what  part  of  the 
earth  we  are.  This  fmall  plain  is  furrounded,, 
on  all  (ides,  by  the  fummits  of  mount  Atlas  :  It 
was  a  dry,  inhofpitable  defart.. 

i(  When  I  undertook  to  fertilize  this  place* 
to  make  it  my  refidence  in  ordinary,  it  was  no¬ 
thing  but  a  heap  of  fand  covered  with  vapours* 
fuch  as  thefe  which  you  behold  in  the  horizon;, 
all  hope  of  vegitationwas  banifhed  hence ;  here 
there  was.  not  to  be  found  a  fingle  reptile  or  a 
(ingle  plant  of  the  fmalleft  fpecies.  The  winds 
raged  with  irrefiftible  fury,,  and  turned  up. 
eternal  clouds  of  fand  :  The  climate  was  in- 
fupportable  there  was  not  a  fingle  drop  o£ 
water*  and  the  united  power  of  all  the  fove- 
reigns  upon  earth  could  not  here  have  formed 
the  lead  eftabliflbraent.: - 

“  But  there  is.  nothing  impoflible  to  thofe 
who,  like  you  and  me,  have  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  of  being  fubje£fced*ffom.the  inftant  of  their 
birth,  to  that  Great  Spirit  who  difpofes  of  all 
the  fecrets  of  nature  ;  when,  they  have  attain¬ 
ed  perfection  in  all  the  fciences,  by  which  a 
man  can  exalt  himfelf  to  the  knowledge  of  his 
fecrets. 

**  By  an  aid  fo  powerful,  I  had  foon  extrac¬ 
ted  from,  the  moft  fertile  vallies  which  cover 
the  face  of  the  earth,  whatever  was  neceflary 
to  enrich  this  plain  with  all  the  wonders  of  ve- 

gitation  ; 
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gitation ;  and  I  caufed  ifiue  from  the  bowels, 
of  the  earth  the  fprings  which  were  neceffary 
to  water  them.  The  fame  power  furnifhes  me 
with  all  the  advantages  which  we  now  enjoy.**' 

Whilft  Maugraby  wholly  engrofled  the  at¬ 
tention  of  his  pupil  by  the  Fecital  of  the  won¬ 
ders  with  which  he  entertained  him,  they  found 
themfelves  upon  the  brink  of  a  living  and  tranf- 
parent  river,  whofe  ftreams  feemed  plentifully 
furnifhed  with  fifh  •,  an  antelope  fuddenly  ap¬ 
pears  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  Maugraby  puts 
it  in  motion  with  a  wave  of  the  hand,  and  fends 
an  arrow  after  it,  which  ftretches  it  upon  the 
green  turf. 

Habed-il-Rouman,  ftimulated  by  emulation* 
fees  a  young  roebuck,  which  was  bounding 
from  thicket  to  thicket,  he  takes  his  aim,  the 
arrow  pierces  its  fide  ;  the  wounded  animal 
reels  and  falls.  (t  Admirable  !  my  fon,”  fays 
the  magician.  Mean  while  he  approaches 
the  river,  and  pierces  a  fifh,  which  was  fport- 
ing  itfelf  oh  the  furface  of  the  water  ;  Habed 
plunges  into  the  ftream,  and  dexteroufly  feizes 
the  fifh,  which  the  current  was  hurrying  away.** 

“  We  will  leave  here,”  fays  he  to  the  young 
prince,  the  produce  of  our  chafe,  I  will  re¬ 
turn  to  take  it  up  j  we  have  no  need  to  load  ours- 
felves,  as  this  would  embarrafs  us  in  our 
walk.” 
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“  I  gm  going,”  continued  he,  u  to  fhow 
you  to-day  one  of  the  objetts  particularly  con- 
fecrated  to  our  ufe  j  it  is  that  of  the  poultry- 
yard. 

“  As  the  nature  of  my  fituation  obliges  me 
frequently  to  abfent  myfelf  from  this  place, 
you  will  find  there  what  will  amply  fupply  you 
with  necefiaries,  when  you  (hall  be  too  much 
engaged  with  your  ftudies,  to  be  at  liberty  to 
follow  the  pleafurcs  of  the  chace.” 

“  To-day  we  will  purfue  no  other  obje& 
but  this ; — we  have  more  than  one  walk  to 
make  together  ;  and  it  is  proper  that  each  day 
be  marked  with  a  diverfity  of  purfuits.” 

Having  thus  fpoken,  the  fawning  magician 
conduced  him  to  a  volery  concealed  in  the 
midft  of  a  wood,  compofed  of  trees  of  every 
kind ;  the  mixture  and  variety  of  flowers  and 
fruits  with  which  their  branches  were  loaded, 
produced  a  charming  effeft. 

The  volery  formed  a  fquare  of  an  hundred 
paces,  and  an  hundred  feet  in  height ;  it  was 
covered  over  with  enamelled  gold  of  filigrame- 
work  of  a  deiicate  green,  and  of  a  texture  fo 
exquifitely  flight,  that  one  behoved  to  be  very 
near  to  be  able  to  perceive  it. 

Among  the  plants  and  trees  which  confli- 
tuted  the  ornament  of  this  place,  he  had  felec- 
ted  thofc  chiefly  whofe  fruits  and  feeds  are 
grateiul  to  the  tafte  of  whatever  bird  from  all 
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parts  of  the  world :  round  the  trees,  whofe 
height  would  have  otherwife  rendered  all  ac- 
cefs  to  the  nefts  extremely  difficult,  there  were 
placed  eafy,  winding  Heps,  whereby  one  might 
climb  to  their  very  tops. 

A  fountain  rofe  in  the  middle  of  the  volery, 
and  fell  back  into  a  vaft  bafon,  lined  with 
green  turf,  from  whence  it  diftributed  itfelf,  by 
fmall  canals  on  a  level  with  the  ground,  through 
every  part  of  the  volery.  •  • 

Favoured  by  this  continual  humidity,  and  by 
an  unclouded  fun,  the  earth,  of  itfelf  fertile, 
was  covered  with  a  luxuriance  of  plants,  the 
moil  proper  to  furniffi  food  requifite  for  the  va¬ 
riety  of  birds  collected  into  this  delightful 
abode. 

The  magician  faw,  with  pleafure,  the  effe£k 
which  this  light  had  upon  the  altered  mind  of 
his  pupil ;  it  was  neceflary  to  banilh  from  him 
the  recollections  which  might  ftili  remain,  that 
he  might  readily  and  entirely  fubjefHum  to  his 
own  fentiments,  and  make  him  enter  into  his 
mifchievous  defigns. 

Impelled  by  the  ardour  of  youth,  Habed-il- 
Rouman  climbs  to  the  top  of  a  cedar,  to  unnef- 
tle  fome  young  ring-doves ;  he  puts  two  pair 
into  his  bofom,  and  defcends  fatisfied  with  his 
prize.  Could  he  have  done  this  at  Thedmor 
his  happinefs  would  have  been  complete  ; 
but  in  fpite  of  the  carefles  of.Maugraby,  the 

mind 
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mind  of  the  young  prince  is  under  continual 
reftraint. 

“  It  appears,”  fays  the  magician  to  him, 
“  that  you  wifh  no  more  of  this,  my  dear 
child.  When  you  was  on  the  top  of  the  cedar> 
you  muft  have  perceived  the  palace,  it  is  very 
near  us,  carry  the  pigeons  thither ;  go  lay  afide 
this  drefs,  which  muft  have  incommoded  you 
in  the  journey :  I  go  myfelf  to  colleft  our  fpoils, 
and  I  return  in  an  inftant  to  get  ready  our  re- 
paft.,> 

Habel-il-Rouman  returned  alone,  and  would 
perhaps  have  given  himfelf  up  to  certain  re¬ 
flections,  but  the  path  which  conduits  him  to 
the  palace,  leads  through  an  orchard  thick 
planted  with  trees,  unknown  to  him,  and  load, 
ed  with  various  kinds  of  fruits,  of  admirable 
beauty. 

He  gathers  of  the  fruits,  and  finds  them  ex- 
quifite  :  He  eats  of  them,  and  cannot  fatiate 
himfelf.  At  laft  he  carries  off  fome  of  them  : 
He  re-enters  the  pavilion  of  fountains,  and  de- 
pofits  his  little  burden.  One  would  have  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  birds  in  their  cages  were  glad 
to  fee  him  again,  fo  great  was  the  joy  they  de¬ 
mon  lira  ted,  ;  fuch  was  the  variety  and  har¬ 
mony  which  they  mingled  in  their  notes. 

The  prince  of  Syria  finds  a  drefs  as  rich  as 
it  was  charming,  he  puts  it  on,  after  having  rid 

himfelf 
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himfelf  of  his  own  :  At  this  inftant  the  magi¬ 
cian  arrives. 

<c  Ah  !”  fays  he  to  him,  u  you  are  drefled,  my 
child,  without  my  afliftance  !  There  is  nothing 
amifs  in  your  having  put  on  this  drefs  •,  but  I 
am  forry  that  I  have  not  fpared  you  this  trou¬ 
ble.” 

Accuftomed  asHabed-il-Rouman  was  to  flat¬ 
tery,  this  makes  him  blulh :  becaufe  his  foul, 
prepoflefled  with  love  to  his  father  and  his  mo¬ 
ther,  ftill  refufed  to  furrender  itfelf  to  the  ca- 
refles  and  ftudied  anticipations  of  his  wilhes, 
with  which  he  felt  himfelf  opprefled. 

The  magician  obferves  the  fruit  upon  a  ta¬ 
ble  :  “  Ah  !”  fays  he,  “  here  is  fruit !  I  will 
wager  you  have  been  eating  fome  of  it !” 

The  prince  blulhes*«.M  Think  you,”  replies 
the  magician,  “  that  I  mean  to  reproach  you 
for  it  ?  You  are  my  child  1  every  thing  that  is 
here,  within  the  reach  of  my  power,  is  your’s. 

I  am  not  one  of  thofe  fathers  who  appro¬ 
priate  all  they  have  to  themfelves,  who  keep 
their  children  at  a  diftance,  under  pretence  of 
inftru&ing  them,  to  deliver  themfelves  from 
the  trouble  of  looking  after  them,  and  prevent 
them  from  participating  in  their  pleafures.” 

“  My  fon  is  here  as  much  king  as  I  am  ;  if 
he  is  continually  to  perform  my  pleafure,  it  is 
incumbent  upon  me  to  inftruft  him  in  his  duty, 

and 
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and  upon  him  to  render  the  performance  of 
this  duty  pleafant. 

“  Hear  me,  Habed  !  I  interdict  you  from 
eating  thefe  fruits,  becaufe  they  would  rob  you 
of  your  appetite,  which  is  the  firft  and  the  beft 
feafonimg  of  the  repaft  which  we  are  (hortly  to 
make  together.  Repofe  yourfelf  upon  a  fo- 
pha  ;  this  is  by  no  me^ns  a  day  of  application 
-here  ;  divert  yourfelf  with  the  finging  of  the 
birds your  cook  is  too  eager  to  ferve  you  to 
'Caufe  you  wait  long!”  .  • 

The  young  man,  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty  and 
diftra&ion,  continues  meditating,  as  it  were  in 
fpite  of  himfelf,  on  every  thing  he  had  been 
•faying  to  him.  - 

Scarce  half  an  hour  is  elapfed  when  the  re¬ 
paft  is  ferved  up  :  The  filh,  the  venifon,  the 
pigeons,  all  are  delicious.  . 

The  magician  (hows  himfelf  fo  attentive,  fo 
obliging,  fo  infinuating,  that  the  charms  of  his 
difeourfe,  of  his  anions,  and  of  his  manners, 
begin  to  triumph  over  the  innocent  creature 
whom  he  befets  with  fnares.  The  young  prinee 
-is  inclined  to  believe  ^that  the  man,  who  calls 
him  his  real  child,  might  in  reality  be  his  fa¬ 
ther,  by  means  of  the  apple  of  which  he  had 
made  fuch  frequent  mention  j  and  before  the 
repaft  is  concluded,  he  has  drank  to  the  health 
*  of  Maugraby,  by  the  name  of  Father ;  i(  but,” 
’Vol.  IV.  L  fays 
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fays  he,  u  Elmennour, — is  fhe  not  dill  niy  mo¬ 
ther  r  ' 

“  No  more  than  die  was  your  nurfe,**  an¬ 
swers  the  magician  :  I  forbid  you  to  think  of 
thefe  people,  who,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  you, 
abandoned  you  to  an  old  dotard,  who  kept  you 
under  continual  reftraint,  and  taught  you  no¬ 
thing  but  folly. 

“  When  they  gave  you  a  bird,  my  fon,  they 
imagined  they  made  you  a  fuitable  prefcnt ;  for 
me,  1  have  made  you  matter  over  an  hundred 
thoufand  :  They  repeated  in  your  ears  that  you 
was  formed  to  command,  and  they  kept  you 
under  continual  fubjecfion  to  an  old  white- 
bearded  fellow,  who  obliged  you  to  pore  incef- 
fantly  over  a  book,  which  is  replete  with  ab- 
furdities. 

“  Your  pretended  father,  to  give  himfelf 
an  air  of  importance,  kept  about  him  a  guard 
Lof  feventy  thoufand  men  ;  and  for  thee,  poor 
'little  unfortunate  !  they  left  thee  in  the  midft  * 
of  a  crowd  of  children,from  the  midft  of  whom 
I  carried  you  away. 

<f  Oh  my  dear  child!  I  wifh  greater  revenge 
upon  thefe  two  wretches,  whom  you  believe 
to  be  your  father  and  your  mother,  for  the 
evil  they  have  done  and  Wifhed  to  do  you  *,  for 
their  want  of  faith  ;  for  their  perfidy,  for  their 
frightful  ingratitude  towards  me. 

«  I 
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.  “  I  have  loaded  them  with  benefits ;  thrice 
they  have  attempte4  my,  life  !  When  I  (hall 
have  made  them  better  known  to  you,  I  {hall, 
perhaps,  have  much  ado  to  reftrain  your 
vengeance.” 

It,  was  evident,  that  in  fpite  of  the  fpeciouf- 
nefsi  pf  his  reafons,  Maugraby  had  gone  too 
far  *,  for  though  he  had  fpoken  in  a  tone  as  af¬ 
fecting  as.  vehement,  the  young  prince  feels  a 
fomething  in  his  heart,  which  makes  him  caft 
his  eyes  upon  the  ground,  and  forces  from  him 
fome  tears. 

The  crafty  magician  perceives  it ;  it  is  necef- 
fary  that  he  diflipate  the  ideas  which  he  had  re¬ 
called,  and  allay  the  fenfibilities  of  nature 
which  he  had  roufed.  A  glafs  of  an  exquifite 
liquor,  a  potion  as  intoxicating  as  it  was  rare, 
is  the  ftratagem  he  employs.  The  young  man 
is  foon  fenfible  of  its  effect  on  his  head ;  and 
die  pretended  father,  with  the  tendered;  atten¬ 
tion,  places  the  vi&im  of  his  cunning  on  a 
fopha. 

When  he  awoke,  the  innocent  youth  is  af- 
failed  of  new  by  all  thefe  endearing  carefles* 
which  give  a  relifh  to  flattery.  He  falls  from 
the  fnares  of  a  luxurious  entertainment  into 
the  arms  of  fleep,  which  had  been  provoked? 
by  a  variety  of  means  j  and  the  rifmg  day  pre-, 
pares  a  new  fcene  for  him. 
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They  fet  out  upon  their  walk.  Three  courts 
are  opened  for  him  j  one  containing  thofe  ani¬ 
mals  which  are  called  domedic;  another  thofe' 
that  are  called  favage ;  and  a  third  ftorcd  with 
thofe  known  by  the  name  of  wild  beads.— 
The  firfk  carefs  him  in  a  thoufand  different 
ways  j  the  fecond  obey  his  voice  ;  and  the  lad* 
which  are  never  mentioned  in  common  but  as 
obje&s  of  terror,  come  and  humbly  crouch  at 
his  feet. 

“  Behold  1  my  fon,”  fays  the  magician, 
t(  the  fuperiority  of  a  man  of  fcience.  AH  the- 
beings  in  nature  are  fubje£l  to  his  voice.  The 
dog  which  guarded  the  gate  of  your  Cheik 
with  his  white  beard,  would  have  bit  him  hadj 
he  approached  too  near  it,  though  he  (hould  have 
recited  to  it  the  whole  Alcoran.  But  I— -I  will 
here  indru£l  you  in  a  fingle  word,  which  will 
make  the  cedar,  the  tailed  among  all  the  trees 
of  the  fored,  to  bow  down  before  you.  Yotr 
conceive  at  prelent  that  I  am  inftru£Hng  you- 
in  things  of  no  importance.” 

Habed-il-Rouman  re-enters  the  pavilion  of 
fountains,  druck  with  wonder  and  adonilhment 
at  all  he  faw. 

He  ferves  him  at  dinner.  His  care  of  him 
is  exemplified  in  the  minuted  indances.  Af¬ 
ter  thefe  unremitting  adiduities,  he  leaves  him, 
as  it  were,  to  himfelf. 

In 
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In  the  afternoon,  he  engages  him  in  the  li¬ 
brary.  It  is  here  he  makes  him  take  a  view  of 
all  thefe  refources  by  which  he  might  advan- 
tageoufly  fill  up  his  hours  of  leifure.  From 
mufic,  even  to  the  ftudy  of  aftrology  and  the 
occult  fciences,  there  is  not  a  fingle  fpecies  of 
knowledge  which  this  immenfe  repofitory,  of 
which  he  was  then  taking  a  furvey,  does  not 
furnilh  him  with  the  means  of  acquiring. 

«  Man  is  nothing  without  fcience,”  fays  the 
magician.  “  He  is  inferior  to  the  animal  crea¬ 
tion  in  ftrength  and  dexterity,  and  can  only 
boaft  himfelf  of  the  {lender  fuperiority  of  being 
able  to  exprefs  his  fentiments  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  without  knowing,  for  the  moft  part,  what 
he  fays,  whilft  that  which  he  calls  a  beaft  con¬ 
tinually  expreiTes  itfelf  with  uniformity  and 
juflice.  It  is  here  you  will  commence  your' 
ftudies  ;  here  you  will  profit  from  all  that  I 
have  collected,  from  all  that  I  know,  and  I 
will  direff  you  where  you  ought  to  finifh  them, 
when  I  {hall  be  fatisfied  with  your  progrefs. 

“  It  is  neceffary,  in  the  firft  place,  to  learn  to 
exprefs  yourfelf  with  facility  *,  afterwards  to 
ftudy  the  art  of  unfolding  your  ideas  with  per- 
fpicuity  and  order.  Here  every  •  obje<ft  that 
can  poflibly  call  forth  thefe  ideas,  will  prefent 
itfelf  in  fucceffion  before  your  eyes. 

4i  But,  my  dear  child,  you  cannot  attain  the 
knowledge  of  thefe  things  but  under  my  eye, 
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and  with  my  afliftance,  till  you  have  rendered  ', 
yourfelf  perfedlly  agreeable,  by.your  entire  fub- 
million,  and  unremitted  toils,  to  him  who  fporta 
himfelf  here  with  all  beings,  and  this  you  can 
do  much  more  eafily  than  you.  amufed  yourfelf 
with  the  little  bones,  in  the  difmal  kennel  in 
which  your  old  Cheik  confined  you. 

“  That  I  am  going  to  lay  before  you  certain 
fubjedls  for  your  inveftigation  and  difcovery 
need  give  you  no  alarm..  The  acquirement  of 
fcience  is  by  no.  means  fo  difficult  as  is  generals 
ly  believed,  fmce  the  elements  which  it  pre* 
fents  are  fimple,  and  fince  the  objedls  upon 
Which  it  Ihould  proceed  are  obvious  to  exami¬ 
nation.  Nature  is  not  an  inexplicable  myftery, 
unlefs  to  thofe  who  have  not  known  how  to 
explore  her  fecrets,  as.  we  are  going  to  do.” 

Habed-il-Rouman  pofifefled  a  lively  imagina¬ 
tion,  and  was  particularly  capable  oh  intenfe. 
application.  Mis  curiofity  was  ftrongly  excited, 

•  and  he  plunges  with  eagernefsdnto  the  midlt  of  .• 
thofe  toils  and  dangers  which  he  wifhed.him  to 
undergo  on  account  of  his  education. 

Then  the  mailer  and  the  pupil  fix  the 
order  in  which  the  fubje<fbs^  were  to  be  treat¬ 
ed,  and  the  hours  divided  j  and  their  ftudies 
commence  with  an  incredible  ardour  on  both 
fides.  It  was  neceflary  to  tear  the  young 
Prince  from  the  objedls  which  engroffed  his 
attention,  to.  be  able  to  make  him  take  the 
.  amufements 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


127 


amufements  of  hunting  and  fifhing ;  and  his 
underflanding,  by  its  own  natural  vigour  and 
his  unremitting  afliduity,  was  become  infa- 
tiable.  He  made,  efpecially  in  mathematics,, 
the  moft  aftonifhing  progrefs. 

Maugraby  congratulated  himfelf  in  having  at' 
laft  found  a  perfon  capable  of  feconding  him 
in  his  projects,  the  extent  of  which  it  was  not 
yet  time  to  unfold  ;  but  if  he  meant,  in  procefa 
of  time,  to  render  his  pupil  as  wicked  as  him¬ 
felf,  it  was  necefiary  that  he  continue  to  keep  > 
him  in  a  degree  of  inferiority  in  knowledge 
and  in  power  ;  and  when  he  perceives  that 
Habed,  left  to  himfelf,  is  going  too  far,  he* 
throws  in  his  way  an  objeff  of  diftra&ion. 

“  Come,  my  dear  child,”  fays  he,  “  let  us 
leave  the  aftrolabe  and  the  compafs.  We  have 
had  enough  of  fludy  5  let  us  go  take  a  view  of 
our  ftables.” 

Habed-il-Rouman  obeys,  and  is  furprifed  to 
find,  in  a  place  fo  remote,  a  greater  number  of 
fine  horfes  than  he  had  ever  feen  at  the  palace 
of  Thedmor* 

•  “You  lhould  amufe  yourfelf,  my  dear  fon^ 
fays  he,  “  with  a  ride  on  horfeback.  Choofe 
which  you  pleafe.  I  {hall  foon  fix  upon  one 
for  myfelf,  and  we  will  take  this  exercife  in 
company.” 

As  foon  as  the  Prince  had  made  his  choice, 
the  magician  faddles  and  bridles  the  horfe ;  he 
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puts  only  a  thread  of  green  filk  into  the  mouth 
of  his  own,  and  they  both  fet  off,  at  the  fame 
inftant,  at  full  gallop. 

For  three  years,,  at  Thedmor,  the  young 
Prince  had  been  accuftomed  to  ride  on  horfe«- 
back  every  day.  He  kept  himfelf  in  his  feat 
with  firmnefs  and  grace.  His  governor  point¬ 
ed  out  to  him  the  moft  natural,  and  the  eafieft 
means  to  govern  the  animal  which  he  rode.-r- 
In  a  word,  he  taught  him  to  fpeak  to  the  horfe 
fo  as  to  be  underltood.  Behold  Habed-il-Rou- 
man  fomewhat  advanced  in  the  ftudy  of  ma¬ 
thematics,  in  which  he  made  aftonifhing  pro- 
grefs ;  meanwhile,  as  his  tafte  continued  to 
point  this  way,  it  was  neceffary  to  contrive, 
fome  other  means  of  engaging  his  attention. 

Maugraby  had  a  number  of  elephants  j  when 
the  young  prince  faw  thefe  majeflic  animals, 
he  was  defirous  to  enjoy  a  fight  of  the  wonders 
of  their  inftindf. 

After  he  had  fufiiciently  amufed  himfelf 
with  the  traits  of  intelligence  and  obedience  in 
the  elephant,  Maugraby  conducted  him  to  his 
kitchen,  the  myfteries  of  which  he  might  then 
unfold  to  him,  without  fear  of  furprifing  him. 

Nothing  was  more  fimple  than  the  prepare 
ation  and  the  feafoning.  He  gives  orders  to 
take  the  (kin  off  a  dead  antelope,  and  to  cut  it 
into  four  parts.  He  only  gave  a  ftroke  with  a 
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wand,  and  pronounced  a  Tingle  word,  and  all 
was  done. 

He  call  the  portion  which  he  wanted  into  a 
cauldron,  and  lays  to  it :  Cauldron  !  do  your  duty • 
The  fire  obeyed  the  fame  command in  a  word, 
he  had  the  appearance  of  doing  every  thing, 
and  did  nothings 

“  I  fhow  you  here,”  my  dear  child,  “  an  art 
which  is  neceflary  to  you  ;  you  will  do,  in  my 
abfence,  what  you  fee  me  do,  by  pronouncing 
only  thefe  words  :  In  the  name  of  the  Sovereign 
Spirit ,  obey  the  child  of  the  houfe . 

<£  I  announce  to  you,  that  when  you  awake, 
to-morrow,  you  will  not  find  me  ;  l  have  du¬ 
ties  which  urge  me  j  I  muft  perform  them  j 
every  thing  on  earth  acknowledges  a  fubordi- 
nation there  is  but  one  pleafant,— it  is  the  fub- 
ordination  of  a  fon  j — it  is  your’s  : — at  prefent, 
mine  obliges  me  to  leave  you  here  alone,  yet 
be  perfuaded  I  leave  with  you  my  beft  wifliesy 
fuppofe  to  yourfelf,  therefore,  that  l  am  daily 
dire&ing  you  to  do  whatever  can  contribute  to 
your  advancement.  " 

(S  Purfue  all  your  ftudies,  my  fon,  and  your 
cxercifes,  diverfify  them  with  amufements,  and 
take  care  that  you  do  not  fuffer  too  intenfe  an 
application  to  injure  your  health,  when  I  am 
not  here  to  adminifter  a  remedy. 

(C  As  for  the  reft,  traverfe  the  whole  de¬ 
lightful  tra&  of  which  we  are^the  pofleflbrs,  at 

the 
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the  name  which  I  have  given  you,  all  the  gates 
which  you  (hall  meet  with  will  open  them-, 
felves. 

“  When  you  {hall  take  the  pleafures  of  the 
chace,  the  water  which  (hall  feem  to  oppofe 
your  paffage  will  open,  itfelf  before  you  j  the 
child  of  the  houfe  is  mafter  of  the  houfe.” 

Having  thus  addreffed  him,  he  puts  him  to 
bed,  embraces  him  with  demonftrations  of  the 
moft  affectionate  tendernefs,  and  pretends  to 
leave  mailer  over  all  him  whom  he  refolves  ta 
load,  for  his  own  particular  benefit,  with  chains, 
of  the  moil  rigorous  captivity. 

The  next  day  Habed-il-Rouman  rifes  with 
the  fun,  and  divides  the  day  exactly  as  it  had 
been  pvefcribed  him  j,  he  lays  afide  his  calcu-i 
lations  and  inftruments  of  aftronomy  to  taka 
up  one  of  mufic. 

He  fpeedily  fets  out  for  the  chace,.  he  pre-t 
fers  living  on  his  game,  to  the  barbarous  fporfc 
of  robbing  the  poor  birds  of  their  harmlefs 
young. 

He  colle£ts  pulfe  and  fruits  $  and  poffeffmg- 
a  memory  and  intelligence  equally  acute,  he 
ferves  himfelf  as  expertly  as  the  magician  him- 
felf  could  have  done. 

The  occupations  of  the  young  prince  were 
fo  varied  ;  hiscuriofity  gratified,  and  alternate¬ 
ly  roufed  by  fuch  a  diverfity  of  objects,  that,  if 
there  exifted  in  his  mind  any  remembrance  of 
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the  events  which  had  befallen  him  atThedmor, 
they  tarried  no  longer  than  a  dream. 

Above  all,  he -could  not  forbear  regarding 
with  contempt  the  occupations  with  which  h’e 
was  amufed, — his  ftudies,  and  the  fmall  ad¬ 
vantage  which  he  derived  from  them. 

His  Very  nature  would  not  allow  him  to  feel 
fdr  the  magician  the  fwect  emotions  of  tender- 
nefs ;  but  reflection  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  gra¬ 
titude  which  was  due  to  his  cohftant  arid  anx¬ 
ious  cares,  and  tothe  apparent  beneficence  of 
his  conduCh 

It  was  impoflible  to  teftify  his  ’gratitude  for 
the  favours  he  bad  received  in  any  other  way 
than  by  an  exaCI  obedience,  in  conforming 
himfelf  to  the  plan  of  conduct  which  had  been 
laid  down  to  him.  This  was  the  part  which 
Habed-il-Rouman  uniformly  aCIed ;  and  he 
fpoke  to  himfelf  as  follows  : 

((  Thou  wouldeft  have  been  very  willing,** 
faid  he  to  himfelf  aloud,  (( to  have  inceflantly 
‘purfued  the  ftudy  of  mathematics, 'and  natural 
philofophy :  But  thou  haft  been  prevented 
from  doing  it;  and  thou  canft  exprefs  thy  thank- 
fulnefs  for  the  favours  which  thou  haft  receiv¬ 
ed  in  no  other  way  than  by  a  blind  obedience.” 

Ah  !  how  fortunate,  that  the  young  prince 
thought  juftly  and  fpake  audibly  !  his  danger¬ 
ous  fpy,  Maugraby,  was  at  his  fide  ;  but  invi- 
fible :  he  had  feigned  abfence  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe  than  to  penetrate  the  intentions  of  hispu- 
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pil ;  when  he  imagines  he  has  fufficiently  tried 
him  upon  this  point,  he  re-appears.” 

It  was  morning  when  Habed-il-Rouman 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  firft  rays  of  the  fun, 
which  was  uftiered  in  by  the  finging  of  birds. 
His  crafty  matter  aflifts  him  to  drefs,  at  the 
fame  time  beftowing  upon  him  the  tendered 
carefles,  to  which  the  prince  makes  the  beft  re¬ 
turns  in  his  power,  and  they  refume  the  rotine 
of  their  daily  occupations. 

Not  to  mention  the  benefit  he  derived  from 
his  ftudies, — the  pupil, — taking  a  pleafure 
to  (how  that  he  had  well  improved  the  time 
appropriated  to  amufement, — makes  it  ap¬ 
pear  what  an  adept  he  is  become  in  lhooting 
with  the  bow  and  arrow. 

If  he  manages  a  horfe,  he  is  completely  mat¬ 
ter  of  all  his  motions,  he  ttrikes  with  his  lance 
whatever  he  aims  at  either  at  a  greater  or  lefs 
diftance,  and  with  a  fingle  ftroke  of  a  fcyme- 
tar  he  fplits  an  apple  at  full  fpeed.  He  has,  hi 
other  refpe&s,  made  himfelf  matter  of  all  the 
places  into  which  he  wifhed  to  enter-,  and  has 
obliged  the  wardrobe  to  fupply  him  with  a 
frelh  aflortment  of  drefies,  as  far  as  he  thought 
he  ought  to  go ;  in  a  word,  he  has  taken  the 
ufe  of  all  things,  without  going  to  excefs  in 
any  ; — who  is  there  who  knew  this  better  than 
the  wily  magician  ?  but  he  pretends  to.  fee  all 
and  to  hear  all  with  pleafure. 


Two 
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Two  months  are  elapfed,  and  Maugraby  has 
not  let  fall  a  fingle  word  concerning  his  jour¬ 
ney.  At  laft  the  moment  arrives  when  he 
mull  bring  his  grand  enterprife  to  a  eon- 
clufion. 

One  circumftance  (and  no  man  can  forefee 
all  circumftances,)  muft  oblige  him  to  drop  his 
mafk, — and,  fhould  he  be  known,  either  Habed 
will  renounce  all  the  ties  which  bind  him  to 
him,  or  he  will  ceafe  to  be  that  innocent  vic¬ 
tim  which  the  magician  muft  prefent  to  his 
mafter  Satan,  that  he  may  thereby  procure  ftilt 
more  of  his  countenance  and  favour. 

He  muft,  therefore,  make  hafte  to  render 
him  a  fit  offering  for  the  guilty  Spirit  in  that 
place  where  he  receives  the  tribute  which  his 
impious  worfhippers  pay  him  ;  the  tribute  of 
fouls  whom  they  have  itolen  by  ftratagem  from 
the  worftiip  of  the  Omnipotent  Creator,  and 
from  the  protection  of  Mahomet. 

The  temple  deftined  to  receive  thefe  facrile- 
gious  homages  is  under  the  fea,  which  wafhes 
the  coaft  near  the  city  of  Tunis.  You  pene¬ 
trate  to  it  by  nine  gates,  which  are  in  Dom- 
Daniel ;  and  each  of  them  conducts  to  a  ltair- 
cafe  of  forty  hundred  fteps,  by  which  you  de- 
feend. 

All  the  magicians  who  are  employed  in  the 
windings  of  one  or  other  of  thefe  nine  fatal 
gates,  are  bound  to  prefent  themfelves.at  the 
Vox..  IV.  M  temple 
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temple  at  certain  fixed  feafons ;  each  of  them 
defcends  thither  by  that  gate  with  'which  he  is 
bed  acquainted  j  and  Maugraby  can  introduce 
himfelf  by  all  the  avenues. 

It  is  there  that  Satan,  or  his  reprefentative, 
hold  divan  with  the  faithful ;  and  deliberate 
upon  the  means  of  introducing  more  evil  than 
there  is,  upon  the  earth,  under  the  continual 
femblance  of  good. 

It  is  at  the  foot  of  this  awful  throne  that  the 
innocent  and  fimple  Habed-il-Rouman  muft 
be  prefented,  there  to  make,  without  knowing 
it,  an  entire  facrifice  of  every  kind  of  innocence, 
to  renounce  the  whole  law  of  God,  and  to  be¬ 
come,  by  compulfion,  a  blind  indrument  of  the 
cruelefl  and  molt  deteftable  tyranny  ;  even 
while  he  was  perfuading  himfelf  that  he  was 
advancing  in  the  paths  of  underdanding  and 
virtue. 

But  it  was  necelfary  to  pafs  through  Dom- 
Daniel  to  reach  the  foot  of  the  throne  of  Sa¬ 
tan  and  to  be  able  to  enter  by  this  way,  it 
was  indifpenfable  to  have  attained  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  twelve  fird  books,  making  a  part 
of  the  forty,  which  are  called  the  Gates  of  the 
Occult  Sciences. 

No  one  man  can  explain  them  to  another ; 
lie  mud  himfelf  find  the  key  which  opens  into 
their  fecrets. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  twelve  firft  books  teach  how  to  per¬ 
form  enchantments ;  that  is  to  fay  evil ; — but 
none  of  them  can  give  the  information  ne- 
cefl'ary  to  deftroy  enchantment ;  this  laft  fe- 
cret  is  Ihut  up  in  the  thirteenth  book,  which 
may  be  unfolded  to  thofe  who  ought  to 
do  fometimes.evil,  at  another  time  apparent 
good,  to  promo:e  the  intereft  of  the  mailer  to 
whom  they  have  abandoned  themfelves  ;  but  it 
is  abfolutely  neceffary  that  they  be  prefented 
with  the  key  to  it,  or  be  informed  how  to  fearch 
for  it. 

The  magician  will  fpeedily  be  obliged  to 
make  a  real  journey,  which  will  remove  him  to 
fo  confiderable  a  dillance  from  his  place  of  re- 
fidence  as  to  render  it  impollible  for  him  to 
take  a  view  of  what  {hall  be  done  in  it-*  but  he 
will  depart  with  tranquillity.  As  every  thing 
in  it  exifts  by  his  enchantments,  every  thing  is 
under  their  dominion  ;  and  the  artlefs  H abed* 
il-Rouman  appears  to  be  more  fo  than  all  the 
reft.  His  opennefs  of  temper,  and  his  ignor¬ 
ance  in  the  arts  of  magic,  annihilate  his  fears 
on  account  of  that  intelligence  and  genius 
which  he  knows  he  poflefles.  It  is  true  that 
he  is  going  to  prepare  him  to  take  one  ftep  to¬ 
wards  the  l'cietice  of  enchantment,  but  he 
would  not  be  able  to  derive  any  benefit  from 
it  in  a  folitary  abode,  where  all  things  are  al¬ 
ready  enchanted. 

M  z  “  My 
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“  My  dear  fon>”  fays  he  to  him,  informing 
him  in  the  firft  place  of  the  journey  he  mult 
make.—"  I  am  going  to  leave  you  for  a  time,  but 
for  how  long  I  do  not  precifely  know  *  but  the 
tendernefs  of  my  love  makes  me  hope  it  may 
not  be  very  long  *, — where  I  go,  I  (hall  be  daily 
taken  up  with  what  concerns  you  j  remember 
my  advice,  which  my  love  for  you  hath  fuggeft- 
ed.  It  is  as  jealous  as  it  is  ftrong ;  it  demands 
the  moft  rigorous  compliance  with  the  coun- 
fel  which  it  gives,  and  cannot  bear  the  idea  of 
difobedience. 

“  Take  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  that  is  here, 
as  you  have  hitherto  done  ;  you  do  not  yet 
know  all  the  refources  which  the  place  you  in¬ 
habit  affords:  That  which  remains  for  you  to 
fee  is,  perhaps,  more  entertaining  than  all  you 
have  already  had  accefs  to  examine ;  but  I  wi(h 
that  chance  may  direft  you  to  find  them  out, 
to  give  a  poignant  relifh  to  your  walks. 

<(  Hitherto,  my  child,  I  have  reftrained  you 
when  you  appeared  to  give  yourfelf  up  to  too 
intenfe  application.  I  was  afraid  left  you  fhould 
become  fedentary  ;  but  your  health,  of  which 
I  have  been  particularly  careful,  is  confirmed ; 
and  the  moment  is  arrived  when  you  mult  re¬ 
double  your  application. 

On  my  return  thither,  I  will  condu&  you 
to  a  place  where  fcien.ce  will  open  her  gates 

before 
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before  you  ;  let  us  go  into  the  library,  and  I 
will  put  the  key  of  it  into  your  hands. 

“  Behold  this  row  of  books,  you  will  reck, 
on  forty  volumes.  I  recommend  to  you  the 
ftudy  of  the  twelve  firft ;  but  it  is  necefiary 
that  you  make  yourfclf  as  entirely  mailer  of 
thefe  works  as  if  you  had  yourfelf  compofed 
them  ; — they  will  teach  you  a  multitude  of  fe- 
crets,  to  the  knowledge  of  which  you  mult  ar¬ 
rive  without  any  help  from  another  ;  but  I  ab¬ 
solutely  forbid  you  to  put  them  to  any  ufe  in 
my  abfence  ;  and  I  demand  your  promife,  that 
you  will  abftain  from  this. 

Habed-il-Rouman  promifes  to  do  all  he  de¬ 
mands,  and  the  magician,  having  embraced 
him  with  tendernefs,  takes  his  leave.  A  Ihort 
time  after,  a  flight  earthquake  is  felt,  and  an¬ 
nounces  to  all  others,  as  well  as  to  his  young 
pupil,  that  his  governor  was  doing  violence  to  . 
this  element,  to  depart  from  his  recefs. 

Behold  the  young  prince  of  Syria  once  more 
alone  ;  but  by  ordering  him  to  ftudy,  he  has 
been  furnilhed  with  the  beft  means  of  avoid¬ 
ing  the  irkfomenefs  of  folitude. 

He  takes  up  the  firft  of  the  twelve  volumes  j 
it  immediately  engrofles  his  whole  attention,, 
but  he  foon  difcovers,  that  the  knowledge  of  it 
is  fubmitted  to  calculations  ;  he  applies  them* 
and  his  firft  efforts  are  crowned  with  remark¬ 
able  fuccefs ;  the  more  he  labours,  the  more 

M3  hi* 
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his  facility  increafes  •,  and  what  would  have 
been  the  work  of  a  year  to  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  capacity,  is  to  him  the  bufinefs  of  a 
few  days.  When  he  had  finilhed  the  ftudy  of 
twelve  books,  he  willies  to  go  on  to  the  thir¬ 
teenth,  delighted  to  add  to  the  knowledge  he 
was  acquiring  ;  but  here  it  is  impoflible  for 
him  to  decypher  a  (ingle  line  ;  all  the  (kill  he 
had  acquired  in  calculation  is  here  at  a  lofs. 

It  is  to  no  purpofe  to  torment  himfelf  to  find 
out  the  meaning  of  what  he  fees  it  is  im¬ 
poflible.  / . 

At  length  it  occurred  to  him,  that  when  he 
ftudied  under  his  old  mailer  the  Cheik,  this 
man  faid  to  him  :  “  Do  not  puzzle  your  head, 
my  dear  child  ; — addrels  yourfelf  to  the  great 
prophet ; — pray  him  to  open  your  underftand- 
ing, — and  then  fee  yourfelf  again  to  work.” 
He  did  not  fail  to  do  that  which  his  mafter  had 
enjoined  him,  and  that  had  always  enfured 
him  fuccefs* 

Since  Habed-il-Rouman  lived  with  the  ma¬ 
gician,  all  his  ideas  of  religion  had  been  wholly 
difperfed  by  the  effe<Sl  of  the  converfation,  the 
a.<ff  ions,  and  the  fubtilties  of  this  man.  A  hap¬ 
py  neceflity  engages  the  young  prince  to  re¬ 
turn  to  his  former  way;  he  calls  to  mind  the 
form  of  a  prayer  which  the  Cheik  had  preferib^ 
ed  to  him,  and  repeats  it  with  his  whole  heart : 

He 
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He  was  then  ready  to  go  to  bed  ;  he  lies  down 
and  falls  afleep. 

Between  waking  and  lleeping,  a  fpirit  flood 
before  him  under  a  human  form.  “  My 
child  !”  fays  the  phantom  to  him  in  a  gentle 
voice,  <J  all  your  application  will  not  be  able 
to  conduct  you  to  the  knowledge  of  the  read¬ 
ing  in  which  you  are  engaged  :  fee  here  the 
key  of  the  book. 

“  The  firft  line,  read  from  left  to  right,  will 
offer  you  a  meaning  fuch  as  this  :v  'This  firjl 
chapter  vuas  compofed  in  the  third  moon  of  the 
month  Nifan.  u  It  feems  to prefent a  meaning; 
but  this  is  not  its  real  ufe  in  this  place. 

((  Firft  count  the  letters  of  which  it  is  com¬ 
pofed,  fubmiteach  of  them  to  calculation  ;  and 
the  number  of  it  will  correfpond  to  the  line 
which  you  mud  fearch  for ;  range  them  in  or¬ 
der,  and  you  will  have  the  whole  chapter,  which 
confifts  of  juft  as  many  lines  as  the  firft  con¬ 
tains  letters. 

"  You  fhall  obferve  the  fame  method  with 
all  the  other  chapters,  to  the  end,  and  there 
you  fhall  finifh  your  reading ;  thefe  things  are 
of  ufe  to  you  for  the  bufinefs  which  is  before 
you. 

“  When  you  fhall  have  finifhed  your  work, 
you  fhall  go  to  the  chamber  of  the  magician  ; 
there  you  will  find  a  ftatue  of  white  marble, 
you  fhall  give  it  a  blow  on  the  right  cheek, 
*  whilffc 
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whilft  you  thus  addrefs  it  : — Perform  thy  duty 
for  the  child  of  the  houfe  ; — it  will  ftep  to  one 
fide,  the  wall  will  open  behind  it,  and  you  will 
fee  things  which  you  ought  to  know/* 

After  having  liftened  wnth  attention  to  this 
long  difcourfe,  Habed-il-Rouman  finds  himfelf 

perfe<ftly  awake, - ^-it  would  have  been  im- 

polfible  for  him  to  fleep  again,-— the  tapers 
were  ftill  burning  in  the  faloon,— he  runs 
thither. 

He  goes  to  the  library  to  examine  his  book, 
and  inltantly  fets  himfelf  to  work  with  fuch  ra¬ 
pidity  and  fuccefs,  that  the  day,  which  was  be¬ 
ginning  to  dawn,  found  him  arrived  at  the 
point  he  fo  much  wifhes  to  attain. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  reading,  one  chapter  in 
particular  engaged  his  attention.  It  treated  of 
the  manner  how  to  find  out  if  any  animal 
whatfoever  was  a  man  endianted, — if  he  was 
not  deceived,  the  method  was  clearly  ex- 

The  prince  of  Syria  then  Tefie&s  upon  the 
vaft  number  of  wild  and  domeftic  animals 
which  he  had  feen  in  the  Menagery.  Alas! 
fays  he,  thefe  lions,  thefe  tygers,  which  caref- 
fed  me,  are  perhaps  of  the  fame  fpecies  with 

myfelf! - 1  will  try  to  make  one  of  them 

fpeak  *,  this  operation  is  not  contained  in  the 
twelve  books,  whofe  fecrets  I  have  promifed 
not  to  make  trial  of,  but  I  will  do  nothing 

without 
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without  having  firft  obeyed  that  beneficent 
fpirit,  who  has  ordered  me  to  go  to  the  cham¬ 
ber  of  the  magician. 

Having  made  thefe  reflections  he  arofe.  Be¬ 
fore  he  approaches  the  apartment  of  his  dan¬ 
gerous  mailer  he  has  the  precaution  to  take 
along  with  him  a  brick,  a  wax-taper,  and  fome 
perfumes. 

He  finds  the  ftatue,  and  by  it  a  door  is 
opened,—  it  gives  him  accefs  to  an  aviary  filled 
with  parrots,  jays,  magpies,  ftarlings,  and 
black-birds,  which  all  cry  out,  each  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  ftrain, — u  who  is  there  ? — who  is  there  ?** 
— Then  one  fpoke  one  word,  another  another, 
of  which  he  could  form  no  meaning. 

Certainly,  fays  Habed,  there  is  not  any  en¬ 
chanted  human  being  in  this  place,  becaufe  all 
thefe  birds  do  fpeak.  Mean  while  he  obferved 
a  large  Hara  *  of  the  Indies  bound  by  the 
foot,  with  a  chain  of  fteel ;  this  bird  kept 
fiience ; — the  young  prince  approaches  it,  and 
addrefles  it  in  thefe  words  : 

“  Why  have  they  chained  thee  ?  Is  it  be¬ 
caufe  thou  wouldft  be  mifchievous  l — The 
bird  hung  down  its  head  in  an  attitude  of  for- 
row :  "  Speak  then,  like  the  reft  !”  faid  the 

*  Hara  of  the  Indies,  in  Arabic  Dara  ;  the  name  of  all 
tlie  parrots, 

young 
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young  prince.  “  Art  thou  a  man  changed  into 
a  hara  ?” 

The  bird  continued  to  hang  down  its  head, 
and  put  on  a  countenance  which  feemed  to  im¬ 
plore  companion. 

Ah  !  fays  Habel-il-Rouman,  I  am  not  Tent 
here  in  vain ; — Mahomet,  to  whom  I  have  ad- 
drefled  myfelf,  would  not  fuffer  me  to  be  de¬ 
ceived. 

Mahomet !  Mahomet !  Mahomet !  cry  all 
the  birds,  beating  in  the  mean  time  with  their 
wings, — and  the  hara,  without  fpeaking,  (hook 
its  wings  more  violently  than  the  reft. 

Here  is  Something  extraordinary,  fays  the 
young  prince  ;  it  is  neceflary  that  I  attempt  to 
make  the  hara  fpeak,  that  I  may  know  whether 
or  not  it  be  a  man  :  <(  Come,  bird,  fuffer  me 
to  pluck  three  feathers  from  your  head and 
immediately  the  hara  ftretches  forth  its  head. 

Habe'd-il-Rouman,  having  put  the  three  fea* 
thers  into  his  bofom,  kindles  a  fire,  lights 
the  taper,  burns  the  perfumes  which  he  had 
brought  with  him,  and  cafts  the  three  feathers 
into  the  fire,  faying  :  If  thou  art  a  human  crea¬ 
ture,  I  ref  ore  thee  thy  fpeech. 

“  Alas  !  I  am,”  replies  the  hara,  with  a 
mournful  voice,  u  and  a  moft  culpable  one, 
feeing  I  have  fuftered  myfelf  to  participate  in 
the  crimes,of  Maugrabyj — the  child  oif  the  de¬ 
vil  , — but  I  am  overjoyed  that  God  has  had 

com- 
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compaflion  on  me,  and  that  Mahomet  has  fent 
us  all  a  meflenger.”  Mahomet !  Mahomet ! 
Mahomet !  again  repeat  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  aviary. 

«  Tell  me,  O  man  !  fince  thou  art  one,”  re¬ 
plies  the  prince,  u  can  I  reftore  thee  to  thy 
form  ? 

((  You  will  be  able  to  do  it,”  anfwers  the 
hara,  u  provided  God  gives  you  the  afeend- 
ency  over  the  flagitious  wretch  who  keeps  me 
here  ;  but  I  have  been  chained  by  my  o*  n 
confent,  together  with  that  of  my  enemy  ; 
you  muft  become  mafter  of  his  power,  ’ere  I 
can  ever  hope  to  relume  my  natural  form. 
“  Alas  !  young  envoy  of  the  pr(  phct,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  you  do  rot  know  where  you  are. 
Why  has  he  fent  you  hither  to  work  a  miracle 
in  my  favour?”  .  . 

The  prince,  in  a  few  words,  told  his  hillory, 
and  ended  by  telling  his  vifion. 

“  Oh  Providence!”  faid  the  bird,  i(  thou  em¬ 
ployed  one  of  the  wickedeft  of  all  beings,  to 
bring  on  the  day  of  vengeance.  Young  prince, 
my  flavery  is  very  ancient,  and  chehope  ol  feeing 
it  ended  can  make  me  patiently  fupport  the  dis¬ 
grace  of  it  for  more  than  one  day.  There  are 
here  men  more  unfortunate  than  I ;  God  grant 
that  there  may  be  enough  to  be  able  to  aflill 
you  in  burfting  the  chain  which  holds  me  ;  for 
every  day  fome  of  them  wifh  to  fliorten  their 

miferies 
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miferies  by  death.  Here  is  the  theatre  of  the 
lading  cruelties  of  Maugraby  ;  but  he  exercifes 
more  terrible  ones  elfewhere. 

“  Go,  my  dear  prince,  indantly  prepare  a 
repad  of  light  viands.  In  your  amufements 
you  will  perhaps  learn  to  condu&  a  chariot  ;  for 
I  know  all  that  our  cruel  enemy  can  fugged,  in 
order  to  deceive,  and  to  retain  in  error  his  pre- 
,  tended  pupils.  Harnefs  the  horfes  ;  provide  a 
phial  of  elixir ;  march  towards  the  ead  to  the 
bottom  of  the  mountain,  you  will  find  a  datue 
of  black  marble.  Give  it  a  blow  on  the  left 
cheek.  In  falling  back  it  will  lift  up  a  trap 
door,  and  you  will  difcover  a  cavern,  into  which 
you  (hall  defcend  with  a  lamp.  I  leave  it  to 
your  compaflion  and  difcretion,  what  you 
ought  to  do.  You  will,  perhaps,  be  fortunate 
'  enough  to  lave  the  lives  of  fome  unhappy  per- 
fons,  whofe  lot  you  fhall  without  doubt  (hare  ; 
and  if  there  be  four  dill  alive,  you  (hall  bring 
me  out  and  conquer  the  Maugraby. 

Thefe  lait  words  thrilled  through  the  heart 
of  Habid-il-Rouman.  He  was  not  able  to  dif- 
guife  his  feelings;  but  he  did  not  give  himfelf 
up  to  reflexion.  He  came  out  of  the  difmal 
menagerie,  where  he  had  left,  with  regret,  the 
hara  in  chains.  He  flew  to  the  cabinet  where 
kept  his  drugs ;  ami  from  the  cabinet  to  the 
kitchen,  to  prepare  a  repad.  He  provided  him¬ 
felf  with  perfumes,  and  wet  to  feek  a  chariot 

in 
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in  the  coach-houfe  belonging  to  the  palace, 
where  he  found  every  thing  he  wilhed  for. 

He  foon  harnafled  the  horfes  in  a  place 
where  every  thing  was  done  at  the  name  of  the 
majiery  and  for  the  child  cf  the  family.  But  while 
he  pronounced  thefe  word6,  he  could  not  help 
faying  within  himfelf,  “  Oh  great  prophet ! 
Under  what  infamous  mafter  am  I  ?  and  of 
what  horrible  family  am  I  the  child  ?” 

In  the  mean  time,  thefe  reflexions  only  gave 
him  a  greater  defire  to  go  to  the  place  deflgn- 
ed  for  him.  He  mult  prevent  the  return  of 
the  magician,  or  expeX  a  vengeance,  whofe 
very  idea  made  him  fhudder. 

In  a  (hort  time,  notwithftanding  -the  con¬ 
siderable  diftance,  Habed-il-Rouman  arrived  at 
the  place  where  the  hara  was  fhewed  to  him. 
He  found  the  ftatue — rgave  it  the  blow. — It 
turned  as  on  a  pivot — and  falling  alide,  difco- 
vered,  under  its  pedeftal,  the  entrance  of  a  cave, 
to  which  there  was  a  defcent  by  a  (lair.  He 
lighted  a  wax  taper,  and,  taking  it  in  his  hand, 
entered  by  that  paffage. 

Soon  he  heard  complaints  and  feeble  cries, 
which  feemed  to  be  extorted  by  extreme  pain. 
At  length  he  came  to  the  mouth  of  a  fort  of 
pit ;  dead  carcafes,  and  fome  perfons  half  alive, 
were  there  fufpended  by  the  feet. 

VOL.  IV.  N 
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He  haftened  to  take  down  one ;  but  it  was 
dried,  and  reduced  almoft  to  a  fkeleton. 

He  took  down  another,  which  ftill  breathed. 
The  young  prince  opened  its  mouth ;  and  let  a 
drop  of  elixir  fall  into  it.  He  perceived  with 
.pleafure  that  it  lived.  Then  having  vifited  the 
whole  pit,  he  found  five  capable  of  receiving 
the  fame  afliftance;  and  of  being  rendered 
more  or  lefs  vifibly  alive.  He  carried  them  one 
after  another  into  the  open  air.  He  put  them 
into  the  chariot,  and  returned  with  them 
haftily  to  the  palace. 

The  elixir  had  operated  on  the  way.  Their 
fpirits  were  reanimated  by  means  of  the  free 
air ;  and  when  they  came  to  alight  from  the 
•coach,  thofe  who  were  leaft  weakened,  leaped 
down  themfelves  ;  and  the  reit  were  carried 
into  the  veftibule  of  the  palace. 

•  Habed-il-Rouman  ran  to  the  cabinet  of 
drugs,  and  brought  fome,  by  the  help  of  thefe 
words.  Save  the  child  of  the  houfe.  In  a  place 
where  every  thing  was  magical,  the  drugs  oper¬ 
ated  inllantly,  and  all  the  men  recovered  their 
faculties,  with  their  lives.  Hunger,  however, 
diftrefled  them  \  and  their  deliverer  made  them 
enter  a  parlour,  where  they  found  wherewith 
^to  fatisfy  it. 

The  avidity  of  their  appetites,  fo  long  de¬ 
prived  of  nourilhinent,  muft  have  expofed 
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them  to  the  dangers  of  excefs  5  but  the  medi¬ 
cines  difplayed  all  their  virtues. 

At  the  end  of  the  repafl,  the  guefts  of  Ha- 
bed-il-Rouman,  inftead  of  being  pale  and  ema¬ 
ciated,  had  become  vigorous  and  animated. 

They  at  length  finiflied  eating  and  drinking* 
and  went,  with  one  accord,  with  Habcd-il-Rou- 
man  into  the  hall  of  fountains.  There  the 
prince  of  Syria,  after  having  made  them  put 
off  their  dirty  clothes,  and  put  on  new  and 
convenient  ones,  begged  them,  in  their  turn,  to 
iatisfy  his  curiofity* 

“  How,”  faid  he  to  them,  M  and  for  what 
reafon  were  you  thrown  into  that  dungeon, 
from  which  I  have  taken  you  ?” 

“  Alas !”  cried  one  of  them,  “  before  we 
can  fatisfy  you,  you  muff  do  us  the  favour  to 
tell  who  you  are,  and  what  you  are  doing  here^ 
and  like  wife  what  connexion  you  have  with 
that  ugly  creature,  who  rules  here  with  fo 
much  fway,  that  wc  may  know  whether  this 
moment  of  refpite  which  we  enjoy  (hall  not 
be  followed  by  torments  as  dreadful  as  thofe 
to  which  we  have  been  fo  long  expofed. 

c<  You  deliver  us,”  continued  he,  «  from  a 
frightful  condition  in  which,  between  watching 
and  deeping,  and  plunged  in  dreadful  thoughts, 
we  fuffer  a  thoufand  deaths  without  being  able 
to  die.  Is  not  this  moment  only  that  of  an 
agreeable  dream,  which  the  magician  makes 
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of  in  order  the  better  to  make  us  feel  the  mi- 
fery  with  which  he  intends  again  to  overwhelnr 
us  ?  Your  countenance  infpires  us  with  confi¬ 
dence.  What  you  have  already  done  demands 
our  gratitude ;  but  we  have  to  deal  with  a  vil¬ 
lain,  who  jsra&ices  all  the  means  of  deceit.” 

“  He  is  doubdefs  my  enemy  as  well  as 
yours,”  replied  Habed-il-Rouman.  He  then 
immediately  ran  over  a  ftiort  hiftory  of  his  ad¬ 
ventures,  to  the  very  moment  when  a  myfte- 
rious  dream  had  fhewed  him  what  he  fhould 
do,  and  when  a  humane  creature,  under  the 
figure  of  a  hara,  engaged  him  to  fly  to  their  re¬ 
lief.  " 

«*  God  and  his  great  prophet  beblefled!* 
replied  the  young  man  who  had  fpoken.  “  A  ray 
of  the  fun  of  juftice,  I  fee,  has  penetrated  the 
gloom  with  which  the  crimes  of  this. place  are 
enveloped.  Along  with  us,  you  will  pieferve 
yourfclf  from  the  Maugraby  : — his  marked  vie** 
tim,  1  fee,  as  well  as  we  are.  Ah  !  were  we 
permitted  to  free  the  earth  of  this  monfter  ! — 
but,  to  convince  you  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
faid,  I  (hall  give  you  my  hiftory. 

Phe  Hjflory  of  Halaidditty  Prince  of  Perfta. 

Birminvanfha,  my  father,  at  the  age  of  fe- 
venteen,  mounted  the  throne  of  Perlia.  He 
had  the  misfortune  to  fee  my  grand-father  die 
too  foon.  While  he  was  employed  in  prepar¬ 
ations 
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ations  for  his  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  the 
Sultan  of  the  Curdes,  his  prime  Vizeir  having 
fccretly  fomented  a  rebellion,  and  feduced  the 
guard,  befet  his  palace.  My  father  had  only 
time  to  difguife  himfelf,  and  to  gain  the  defart, 
alone,  mounted  on  the  belt  horfe  which  he 
had  in  his  (tables. 

Being  well  aware  that  he  would  be  purfued, 
he  rode  his  horfe  too  hard  j  for,  cxhaufted  with 
the  fatigue  of  running  day  and  night,  it  funk 
down  under  him  near  a  cave,  which  was  cut 
out  in  a  rock.  My  father  raifed  him,  and  put 
him  into  a  neighbouring  grotto,  to  (helter  him 
from  the  fun. 

There  was  fleeping  there,  a  man  drefled  like 
thofe  who  accompany  the  caravans,  which  tra¬ 
vel  to  Mecca.  He  awoke  at  the  noife  which 
the  horfe  occafioned  in  entering,  and  rubbing 
his  eyes,  addrefled  my  father  as  follows  : 

Fellow  traveller  in  the  defart !  whither 
are  you  going  ?  You  are  happy  in  having  found 
this  grotto  to  reft  in,  for  I  do  not  know  ano¬ 
ther  afylum  within  twenty  leagues  round 
and  you  appear  to  be  fatigued. 

“  I  am  going  no  farther,”  faid  my  father* 
who  was  not  afraid  to  difcover  himfelf  to  a 
fingle  man.  H  I  am.— Two  days  ago,  I  was 
—a  king.— My  prime  minifter  has  feized  my 
crown,  and  I  wifh  to  fave  my  life.”  “  Your 
life  (hall  be  fafe  here,”  replied  the  pilgrim— 
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**  Yes  V*  faid  my  father,  “  if,  ftarved  as  1  am> 
I  can  find  food  for  myfelf  and  my  horfe.” 

“  We  are  not  fo  ill  provided,”  faid  the  pil«- 
grim,  “  I  have  fome  pafte  of  rice  and  barley, 
bread,  onions,  dates,  and  a  phial  of  excellent 
liquor.  Don’t  be  uneafy  5  I  know  where  your 
horfe  will  find  paflure.  I  will  carry  it  thither, 
and  I  will  bring  water  in-  a  leather  bottle,,  and 
we  (hall  fare  as  travellers  do.” 

My  father  allowed  the  pilgrim  to  execute 
his  good  intention,  who  accordingly,  brought 
water*  and  likewife,.  from  a  corner  of  the  cave, 
in  a  bag,  an  unexpe&ed  quantity  of  cheefe 
made  of  goats*  milk,  nuts,  and,  in  ihort,  every 
thing  which  could  conlUtute  the  repafl;  of  a 
hermit* 

«  Poor  king  1”  faid  the  pilgrim  to  Bimin- 
vanflia,  u  you  ought  to  tell  me  your  hiltory. 
I  may  be  able  to  give  you  fome  confolation.  I 
bear  a  great  hatred  to  ufurpers.  He  whom  you 
fpeak  of  mult  be  a  villain  ;  you  are  too  young 
to  have  done  any  harm  you  have  been  facri- 
ficed  to  ambition,  not  to  the  public  good.” 

“  Pilgrim,”  faid  my  father,  **  you  have 
well  guefled  ;  I  had  reigned  fifteen  days,  when 
a  prime  Vizier,  to  whom  my  father  had  en- 
trufted  all  the  refources  of  his  ftate,  abufed 
that  confidence,  in  order  to  ufurp  my  place. 
He  is  an  ambitious  monfter,  who  has  veiled 
^his  heart  under  the  malk  of  hypocrify.** 
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hypocrify,  hypocrify  !  my  prince/*  faid 
the  pilgrim,  “  a  frightful  vice  !  Let  me  never 
fee  t forlorn e  of  the  holy  mofque  if  I  do  not 
teach  you  how  to  avenge  yourfelf  upon  the  hypo¬ 
crite.”  “  How  ?”  faid  my  father.-  “  Return 
inftantly  to  your  capital,”  faid  the  pilgrim, 
“  let  us  change  clothes,  ~and  you  (hall  lodge  in 
the  caravan  fa  ry  which  is  at  the  entrance.”  “But, 
pilgrim,  my  horfe  will  difcover  me.”  “  Was 
it  not  a  black  one  ?*’  “This  moment!  wifti  it 
white,  with  a  black  main  and  tail.”  “  You 
wifh,  but  is  that  fufficient  ?  Oh  my  king  !  you 
have  not  reigned  long  enough  to  know  what 
the  will  of  a  king  is-:  it  is  almoft  like  mine: 
what  I  wilh,  I  wilh,  and  your  horfe  is  white. 
As  I  have  left  it  two  black  eyes,  it  lofes  no* 
thing  by  the  colour  which  I  hare  given  it. 
Let  us  go  fee  it.” 

My  father  followed  the  pilgrim.  He  faw 
a  white  horfe  grazing  befide  a  fountain,  ia 
a  fort  of  plain,  between  two  ftreep  rocks.  He 
ventured  to  call  it  by  the  name  which  he  had 
given  it,  and  the  animal  came  to  him  imme* 
diately. 

“  Let  us  fit  down  here,  pilgrim,”  faid  my 
father  to  his  hoft.  “  I  perceive  you  have  not 
difcovered  yourfelf  to  me.  My  father  always 
refpe&ed  fuch  as  you  ;  and  I  too  intended  to 
befriend  them.  In  my  prefent  condition  I 
need  all  the  afliftance  of  magic.” 

“  My 
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“  My  king,”  replied  the  pilgrim,  (c  cam 
there  be  any  thing  prohibited  when  vengeance 
is  to  be  taken  upon  a  hypocrite  ?  A  h<  -ocrite 
is  hated  in  hell.  Oh  !  it  is^  frightful  charac¬ 
ter.  It  is  very  oppofite  to  mine.  Wherever 
I  find  hypocrites  I  deftroy  them.  You  con¬ 
ceive  then  fome  idea  of  my  power.  See  how 
I  protnife  to  exert  it  in  your  favour..  Your 
enemies,  humbled,  fhall  intreat  you  to  reafeend 
your  throne  *  and  you  fhall  crufh  them  under 
your  feet.”  «•  When  fhall  I  hope  for  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  your  promife  ?”  “  In  three 
days,”  replied  the  pilgrim,  “  if  I  may  expefb 
a  handfome  recompenfe  ;  for  every  one  looks 
for  a  Teward  when  he  works  well.  My  trea¬ 
sures  are  all  at  your  difpofal.”  “  Pho  !  trea- 
fures  for  me  !”  faid  the  pilgrim,  “  who  fee 
nothing  but  cheefe  and  dried  fruits.  I  am  old, 
and  need  fome  confolation  and  help  in  my 
old  age.  I  can  receive  none  but  in  a  fon,  and 
I  cannot  even  hope  for  one.  You  may  marry 
fixty  wives,  and  expett  from  them  the  molt 
numerous  pofterity.  Grant  me  your  firft  male 
child.  You  fhall  fee  that  I  will  not  deprive 
you  of  him  till  he  fhall  be  able  to  faft  with 
me  fome  days  in  the  defart..  Then  he  fhall 
do  as  you  do.  He  will  not  die,,  but  be  the 
better  for  it.” 

My 
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My  father  recolle£ted  that,  at  the  time 
when  he  was  obliged  to  make  his  efcape,  ic 
was  told  him,  the  ambaflador  of  the  Curdes 
had  already  agreed  that  Lailaj  his  queen, 
fhould  be  married  to  the  fon  of  the  ufurper. 
Birminvanlha  had  the  greateft  affection  for  her} 
and  in  his  prefent  (ituation,  all  the  women  of 
the  world,  and  all  the  children  to  whom  they 
could  give  birth,  were  of  no  account  with 
him.  What  was  a  child  whom  he  had  never 
feen,  and  whom  he  had  previoufty  agreed  to' 
part  with,  compared  with  a  crown,  and  the 
pleafure  of  revenge  ?  He  accepted  the  propo* 
fition.  H  Then/-  faid  the  pilgrim,  “  I  (hall 
ri(k  every  thing  in  your  favour,  and  abandon 
even  my  pilgrimage.  We  will  depart  to-mor- 
row  morning.  And  that  we  may  be  able  to 
fupport  the  fatigue  of  our  journey,  let  us 
empty  this  flagon  of  Chiraz  wine  together.” 

The  day  pafled  without  a-  moment's  langour. 
The  pilgrim’s  converfation,  on  every  fubje£t, 
was  humurous  and  agreeable.  At  night,  the 
grotto  was  better  arranged.  The  (tones,  which 
ferved  for  fophas,  were  covered  with  mofs, 
and  three  lamps  diffufed  through  it  a  gentle 
light. 

The  pilgrim  took  hia  bag  of  proviflons^ 
My  father  expected  to  fee  onions  come  out  of 
it,  for  dinner}  but  inftead  of  them,,  he  faw  a. 
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pheafant,  partridges,  and  other  cold  vi&uafs 
of  exquifite  talte. 

“  The  purveyor,  in  the  evening,”  faid  the 
pilgrim,  “  is  Iefe  economical  than  in  the 
morning.  Let  us  do  credit  to  the  pains  he  has 
taken fo  faying,  he  carved  with  dexterity, 
ferved  gracefully,  and  invited  my  father  to  eat, 
who  readily  obeyed. 

The  bottle  of  Chiraz  wine  was  emptied  in 
a  trice ;  and  one  fucceeded  another,  till  deep 
feized  both  the  hoft  and  his  gueft. 

The  riling  fun  raifed  them  both  from  the 
mofs  upon  which  they  were  extended.  «  Let 
us  depart,  my  king,”  faid  the  pilgrim,  t(  the 
horfe  is  faddled  ;  let  us  proceed  towards  your 
capital.  u  But  (hall  you  walk  ?”  faid  Birmin- 
vanlha  to  his  companion.  u  No,”  faid  he, 
“  I  fiiould  retard  your  progTefs  \  but  I  wiU 
mount  behind  you.”  “  You  will  fit  very  un* 
eafy.”  «  No,  if  you  don’t  think  fo.” 

«  Come  Lightning,  is  not  that  thy  name,** 
faid  the  pilgrim  to  the  horfe,  “  lengthen  thy- 
felf  two  ribs  only  to  make  room  for  thy  maf- 
tcr’s  footman.  It  is  the  Maugraby  who  com* 
mands  thee.” 

'  f 

“  Who  is  the  Maugraby,”  faid  my  father* 

Your  fervant  hereprefent;  you  perhaps 
have  heard  of  me,  but  you  will,  in  time,  learn 
that  every  perfon  is  evil  fpoken  of.  But  one  is 
known  by  actions  >  and  you  (hall  fee  how  I 
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treat  hypocrites.  I  aflure  you  of  one  thing, 
they  (hall  be  very  obftinate  indeed  if  they  re- 
fufe  to  obey  me.” 

In  the  mean  time  the  horfe  was  a&ually 
lengthened,  and  carried  them,  like  the  wind, 
towards  the  capital,  in  fo  much,  that  having  fet 
out  at  fun-rife,  Birminvanlha  and  the  pilgrim 
were  at  the  gate  of  the  capital  at  fun-fet. 

The  pilgrim  difmounted,  cloathed  in 
the  groom’s  habit,  under  which  my  father  had 
faved  himfelf  five  days  before,  and  led  the 
horfe  into  the  neareft  caravanfary. 

Every  perfon  admired  the  beauty  of  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  horfe,  and  concluded  his  mafter  was  a 
pilgrim  of  diftin&ion,  who  was  difguifed  un¬ 
der  a  drefs  fo  much  below  mediocrity.  The 
fagacious  Maugraby  had  already  provided  and 
arranged  his  lodgings,  and  took  haftily  a  few 
mouthfuls  of  victuals,  that  he  might  go  out. 

“  Take  your  reft,”  faid  he  to  my  father, 
t(  I  muft  go  learn  the  news  of  the  city,  and 
the  palace,  found  the  inclinations  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  fathom  their  very  hearts,  and  judge  from 
their  prefent  adlions  what  they  intend  to 
do.”  So  faying,  he  went  out,  and  did  not 
return  till  the  evening.  u  What  would  you 
think  of  the  infatuated  people  !”  faid  he  to  my 
father.  “  They  are  amufing  themfelves  with 
feftivals  on  occafion  of  the  marriage  of  the  fon 
of  the  ufurpcr  with  the  princefs  Laila.  He  is 
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fatisfied  ;  and  what  with  eating  and  dancing, 
he  has  entirely  forgotten  you.  Did  we  not 
know  his  weaknefs  we  ihould  think  of  re¬ 
venge.  But  it  is  not  necefiary  to  intereft  our- 
felves  either  for  or  againft  him.  It  is  not 
worth  while.  At  leaft  he  is  no  hypocrite.  I 
hate  nothing  fo  much  as  the  mafk  of  wifdom. 
This  night  I  will  begin  to  work  for  you ;  but 
Z  muft  have  furety.  What  will  you  give  me 
as  a  pledge  of  the  fulfilment  of  your  promife  ? 
—You  ought  now  to  renew  it.” 

My  father  was  loft  in  chagrin,  at  knowing 
that  Laila  was  in  the  arms  of  another.  Jea- 
loufy  preyed  upon  him.  He  loved  none  fo 
much  as  that  princefs. — rShe  was  the  firft  ob¬ 
ject  of.his  paflion.  Befides,  he  was  blinded  by 
the  defire  of  revenge. 

“  I  know  what  you  wifti  for/*  {aid  he,  to 
the  Maugraby.  “  It  is  the  firft  child  which  J 
/hall  have  of  a  lawful  wife  $  you  (hall  have  it* 
I  promife  once  more ;  and  my  horfe  is  the 
pledge,  if  you  chufe  it.  It  is  the  only  thing  I 
can  call  my  own.” 

“Your  horfe  !  It  is  a  fine  creature.  I  accept 
it.  I  {hall  mount  it  to-morow  on  our  bufinefs.  Let 
us  fup,  let  us  fleep. — Every  perfon  here  fhall 
not  reft  fo  well  as  we.  Next  morning  the 
Maugraby  went  out  on  horfeback,  and  did  not 
appear  during  the  whole  day.  At  night  he 
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(hewed  himfelf.  “  I  have  good  news  to  tell  you,” 
faid  he  to  my  father.  (t  The  King,  his  Viziers, 
and  his  emirs  have  all  dreamed  horrid  dreams 
laft  night.  Phantoms  have  reproached  them 
for  their  infidelity  and  villainy, — threaten¬ 
ing  them  in  the  mod;  horrible  manner. 

To-day  the  great  divan  was  held,  and  you 
would  have  laughed  to  have  feen  their  con- 
llernation  when  they  communicated  to  one 
another  their  dreams. 

The  ufurper,  being  the  moll  profound  poli¬ 
tician,  was  mod  cautious  in  fpeaking,  but  he 
was  mod  alarmed.  I  know  not  the  meafures 
they  will  take  ;  we  fhall  know  to-morrow. — 
After  to-morrow  we  fhall  proceed  to  a£tion. 

The  only  other  piece  of  news  I  could 
learn  is,  that  orders  have  been  given  to  break 
off  the  fedival  of  the  marriage  of  the  fon  of 
the  ufurper  with  the  princefs  of  the  Crudes ; 
and  it  is  well  known  it  ought  to  have  conti¬ 
nued  eight  days  longer.  This  is  a  fmall  dep  to 
a  revolution.  Some  deady  meafure  mud  be 
adopted,  to  make  the  people  return  to  their  du¬ 
ty. — We  (hall  deliberate  together  upon  this 
to-morrow. 

To-morrow  came  ;  the  Maugraby  entered  at 
night,  apparently  in  ill  humour.  “  We  have  to 
deal,”  {aid  he,  “  with  people  who  have  no  dea- 
dinefs  but  in  mifchief.  One  redlefs  night  had 
brought  them  all  to  a  refolution  to  return  to 
Vol.  IV.  O  their 
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their  duty.  They  have  enjoyed  another  peace¬ 
ful  one — and  their  refolutions  vanithed.  I 
fee  we  mud  ft r ike  firm,  in  order  to  bring  them 
to  a  decifion  ;  and  if  you  can  have  any  pleafure 
in  feeing  your  enemies  in  the  greateft  agony 
you  fhall  have  it  here.  I  will  make  them 
dream  in  your  prefence,  without  feeing  either 
you  or  me.  Firft,  that  the  fpeftacle  may  ftrike 
their  eyes,  I  will  cover  all  this  room  with 
black.  My  Haves  have  orders  to  vifit  them  as 
foon  as  they  go  to  bed  ;  and  we  fhall  obferve 
all  that  palfes,  feated  on  this  fofa,  and  con¬ 
cealed  behind  that  veil. 

Scarcely  had  the  Maugraby  finifhed  his  pre¬ 
parations  when  a  large  black  hideous  figure 
prefented  itfelf.  M  Mnfter,”  faid  the  figure  to 
the  Maugraby,  (t  the  King  went  to  bed  in  or¬ 
der  to  pafs  the  night  with  a  Circaflian  lady  of 
extraordinary  beauty,  whom  a  merchant  fold 
to  him  this  morning  ; — your  Haves  have  lulled 
the  lady  afieep,  and  brought  off  the  king,  whom 
we  have  here,  ouite  drowfy.” 

(s  Uage  Cadahe,”  faid  the  Maugraby, 
“  think  of  afting  thy  part  well ;  let  the  king 
be  brought,  and  placed  upon  this  wooden  feat. 
Light  the  fire,  to  ferve  you  when  you  need  it. 
The  negro  brought  a  pan  full  of  burning  coals, 
whofe  flame  he  encreafed  by  blowing  upon 
them. 


As 
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As  foon  as  the  ufurper  was  fet  down,  the 
negro  faid  to  him,  with  a  voice  like  thunder, 
«  Who  are  you,  unhappy  man  ?” 

The  guilty  wretch,  interrogated  by  a  voice 
fo  menacing,  endeavoured  to  recolle<ft  himfelf, 
and  confult  his  fenfes,  to  know  if  he  was 
awake  ;  then,  in  a  tone  which  testified  his  ter¬ 
ror,  he  anfwered,  “  Am  not  I  the  King  of  Per- 
lia.”  “  Thou  the  King  of  Perfia  ! — Slaves,”  faid 
the  negro,  to  the  four  who  had  brought  the 
ufurper,  “  let  this  flave  of  the  father  of  Bir- 
minvanfha  have  a  hundred  blows  upon  the 
feet  with  a  rod,  who  deceived  his  mafter  by  a 
deteftable  hypocrify,  and  employed  the  forces 
of  the  (late,  which  were  intruded  to  him, 
againft  the  fon  of  his  benefa£tor. —  So  Nakar- 
onkir*  commands.  The  unfortunate  man,  fub- 
je&ed  to  the  baftinado,  raifed  dreadful  howl- 
ings,  which  would  have  alarmed  all  the  cara- 
vanfary,  if  the  Maugraby  not  had  (topped  their 
ears.  Pie  was  delivered  from  that  punifh- 
ment  to  be  expofed  to  another. 

The  negro  ordered  him  to  be  fet  down  again. 
«  This  wicked  hypocrite,”  faid  he,  u  willies 
to  be  a  King.  Let  him  have  a  fceptre  and  a 
crown. — They  were  both  of  red-hot  iron.,, 

(i  lie  does  not  with  for  the  fceptre,”  cried 
the  negro  ;  “  let  the  crown  be  put  on  his  head  ! 

*  1 

*  Nakaronkir,  a  fpirit  which  Mahomet  fends  to  guilty 

perfons  in  a  dream,  in  order  to  goad  them  to  repentance. 

O  2  It 
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It  was  brought  fo  near  as  to  burn  his  hair.  He 
(Iretched  out  his  hand  towards  the  fceptre,  to 
chufe  the  leaft  evil. — It  burned  him.  t(  Ah  ! 
mercy !  mercy  !  mercy  !  cried  he — Ah  !  Na- 
karonkir  !  I  do  not  wifti  to  be  a  King  any 
longer.” 

“  As  many  hours  as  you  are  to  reign,”  faid 
the  negro,  u  fo  many  burning  coals  lhall  you 
kindle  on  your  head.” — “  I  will  reign  no  longer, 

Nakaronkir.  Oh  !  I  will  reign  no  longer. - 

"Where  is  Birminvanfha,  that  he  may  reign  in 
my  (lead  ?” 

“  It  is  your  part  to  feek  him,”  replied  the 
negro.  t(  Make  all  your  court,  your  capital,  and 
your  kingdom,  go  into  mourning  till  that  great 
prince  be  fought  for  every  where;  and,  as  foon 
ashefhallbe  announced  to  you  go,  with  all  your 
daftardly  courtiers — Go  fall  at  his  knees— with 
your  heads  and  feet  uncovered.” 

11  Ah  !”  faid  the  ufurper,  <(  let  this  hot  iron 
be  removed,  which  is  more  tormenting  by  the 
fear  than  by  the  pain  which  it  occafions — and 
I  fhall  do  every  thing  that  Nakaronkir  wifiies.” 

i(  Let  him  be  fent  back  for  to-day,”  faid  the 
negro  Ilage  Cadahe.  “  The  four  Haves  feizcd 
him,  lulled  him  aflecp,  and  put  him  belide  his 
Circadian  beauty,  who,  awaking,  could  not 
conceive  why  (lie  had  been  allowed  to  fleep  fo 
long,  nor  to  what  caufe  fhe  ought  to  attribute 
fuch  a  difagreeable  fmell  of  burning. 


When 
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When  the  Maugraby  was  alone  with  my  fa¬ 
ther,  he  began  to  put  his  room  in  order  again. 
«  I  wifhed,”  faid  he,  u  to  fhew  you  how  I 
know  to  ferve  my  friends.  If  our  king  has 
been  roughly  treated,  his  Viziers,  the  com¬ 
manders  of  his  troops,  have  not  had  more  in¬ 
dulgence  given  them.  There  is  only  one  whom 
I  have  fpared — the  fon  of  the  ufurper.  Becaufe 
the  beautiful  Laila  has  chaftifcd  him  well,  and 
he  has  behaved  very  refpeft fully  to  her.” 

Here  my  father’s  curioiity  was  much  excited. 

What  then  has  Laila  don**,  whom  you  ap¬ 
plauded  fo  much  ?” 

“  The  ftory  is  already  old  *,  but  prudence  has 
not  permitted  it  to  be  repeated  without  the  pa¬ 
lace — I  myfelf  heard  it  but  to-day. 

«  On  the  night  of  the  nuptials,  the  new 
married  lady  prefented  herfelf  to  receive  the 
embraces  of  her  hulband — fhe  allowed  him  to 
approach  her,  and  fpit  in  his  face.” 

“  Prefumptuous  Have  !”  faid  flie  to  him, 
«  who  haft  dared  to  accept  the  hand  of  the 
fpoufe  of  thy  fovereign.  I  waited  to  give  thee 
thy  recompence.” 

The  fon  of  the  tyrant,  unlike  his  father,  re¬ 
tired  in  confufion.  He  continued  modeft; 
and,  without  any  explanations,  u  Permit  me. 
Madam,”  he  faid,  “  to  fleep  at  your  feet.  I  re- 
fpe<T  your  refentment-,  and  the  mark  of  it  which 
1  bear,  in  humbling  me,  does  rot  dilhoHour 
)  O  3  me: 
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me.  I  can  fuppcrt  the  affront  without  mur¬ 
muring  j  but  I  am  afraid  of  my  father — and  I 
would  rather  die  than  make  of  you  fo  danger¬ 
ous  an  enemy.” 

"  You  have  a  noble  foul,”  anfwered  Laila. 
“  I  pardon  you. — Pardon  me,  and  deep.”  All 
the  fucceeding  nights  have  paffed  like  that  one, 
and  your  fpoufe  is  (till  worthy  of  you.  This, 
I  think,  is  the  beft  piece  of  news  I  could  have 
given  you, — till  the  events  of  to-morrow. 

(i  Thefe  muft  be  very  curious.  I  have  not 
yet  fubje&ed  all  the  guilty  to  the  baftinado.  I 
wifh  they  may  be  to-morrow  at  the  divan  which 
is  to  meet.  I  fliall  be  a  fpeciator  there  under 
fome  form,  and  you  fhall  hear  the  news, — but 
night  approaches,  and  you  ought  to  avail  yourv. 
felf  of  it.” 

My  father  followed  this  counfel  the  more 
readily,  that,  what  he  had  juft  learned  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  princefs  of 
the  Curdes  treated  the  fon  of  theTifurper  had 
given  him  the  fubjetft  of  very  agreeable  dreams. 
— As  to  the  Maugraby,  he  ftept,  I  think,  with 
only  one  eye.  Though  he  went  late  to  bed 
he  rofe  before  day-break,  and  went  out  of  the 
caravanfary  before  the  gate  was  opened. 

He  returned  that  day  fooner  than  ufual, 
t(  Oh  !  Birminvanfha  !”  faid  he,  u  how  would 
you  have  been  amufed  had  you  afhfted,  like 
me>at  the  divan,  aijd  heard  their  converfations ! 

«  I 
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<f  I  heard  the  four  Viziers,  whom  fear  ren¬ 
dered  trufty  and  fincere,  communicate  their 
refpe&ive  dreams  before  they  took  their 
places.  Terror  was  painted  in  their  looks,  and 
alfo  aftoniffiment  at  the  fimilarity  of  their 
dreams. 

“  They  called  the  principal  lawyers  who 
were  among  them,  and  made  them  take  their 
feats  privately. 

“  Their  furprife  too  was  no  lefs.  The  difcon- 
folate,  and  aftonifhed  air  of  thofe  who  made 
the  alarming  recital  attefled  the  truth  of  it ; 
and  it  was  flill  farther  confirmed  by  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  emirs,  at  the  head  of  the  troops.” 

“  Then  you  would  have  feen  that  afiembly, 
compofed  of  a  hundred  perfons,  including  u(h- 
ers  and  inferior  officers,  difperfing  themfelves 
in  fmall  troops  ;  and  everywhere  they  fpoke  of 
dreams  of  Nakaronkir.  If  that  fpirit  delights 
in  being  dreaded,  never  wras  he  better  ferved 
than  by  me. 

“  At  length,”  continued  the  Maugraby, 
“  the  heads  of  the  afiembly,  along  with  the 
aged,  after  a  tumultuous  deliberation,  refolved 
that  .the  gates  of  the  divan  ffiould  be  kept  {hut, 
in  order  that  meafures  might  be  adopted  con¬ 
formably  to  the  will  of  Nakaronkir,  who  was 
fo  able  to  direct  them. 

“  They  were  informed  that  the  King  was 
indifpofed.  They  had  no  doubt  but  that  he  was 

aban- 
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abandoned  by  Heaven  to  the  caprices  of Naka- 
ronkir ;  and  every  terror  was  loft  in  that 
which  this  formidable  fpirit  infpired.  Three 
perfons  were  deputed  to  announce  to  the 
prince  that  he  muft  fend  to  fearch  every 
where  for  Birminvanflia,  and  make  him  re- 
afcend  the  throne. 

“  I  followed  them/’  added  the  Maugraby. 
If  the  mind  of  the  monarch  had  not  been 
prepared  by  the  violent  fhock  of  laft  night, 
they  would  have  had  an  unwelcome  reception; 
but  admire  hypocrify  and  diilimulation  !  His 
hair  was  finged,  his  forehead  and  the  points 
of  his  fingers  were  burned.  He  fmarted  ftill 
with  the  pain.  The  will  of  Nakaronkir  had 
never  been  manifefted  with  more  vengeance 
than  to  him-  Well !  he  related  the  adventures  of 
others  with  incredible  patience  ;  and  dif- 
fembling  his  diltrefs  and  fears,  fpoke  to 
them  as  follows  : 

“  I  took,”  faid  he,  <c  the  reins  of  govern¬ 
ment,  judging  that  the  tender  age  of  Birmin- 
vanflia,  rendered  him  unfit  to  hold  them.  I 
intended  to  refign  them  to  him,  when  age  and 
my  example  had  formed  him.  In  taking  flight, 
he  difappointed  my  good  intentions.  But  fmce 
Heaven,  who  knows  him  better  than  I,  judges 
him  capable  of  reigning,  I  am  willing  to  lay 
afide  a  burden  with  which  I  loaded  myfelf  on 
his  account.  He  (hall  know  that,  if  fome  vio¬ 
lence 
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lcnce  was  necefiary  to  take  the  public  affairs 
out  of  hands  too  young  to  manage  them,  I 
will  ufe  ftill  greater  violence  to  recal  him  to  the 
throne  from  which  he  is  removed. 

“  I  will  make  all  my  court  go  into  mourn¬ 
ing,  and  appoint  a  fall,  which  (hall  continue  till 
I  have  found  the  King,  of  whom  I  wilh  to  be 
here  only  tfye  vicegerent.  Let  this  edidt  be 
proclaimed  through  all  city — all  the  kingdom  ; 
and  let  a  reward  be  announced  to  him  who 
(hall  declare  into  what  part  of  the  world  Bir- 
minvanlha  has  retired. 

“  This  was  my  defign  before  I  heard  the 
reports  you  have  juft  made  me.  1  hefe  increafe 
the  load  of  my  affli&ion.  Inform  the  divan 
that  I  will  go  into  mourning  as  well  as  my 
fu’bjefts,  but  that  mine  (hall  be  more  auftere. 
I  will  never  appear  but  with  my  head  and  beard 
Ihaved,  until  I  have  the  fatisfa£lion  of  feeing 
your  legitimate  fovereign  replaced  upon  the 
throne.  I  will  abftain  from  all  public  affairs  ; 
and  the  adminiftration  fliall  devolve  to  the 
Viziers.” 

€€  See  !  my  dear  fovereign,”  faid  the  Maug- 
raby  to  my  father,  “  the  laft  ftroke  of  the 
ufurper’s  hypocrify  which  remains  to  be 
chaftifed  by  you.  See  with  what  art  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  conceal  from  the  public  the 
marks 'of  the  fire  upon  his  hair  and  his  beard. 
Oh  !  he  is  a  profound  villain  !  However,  do  not 

be 
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be  uneafy.  Let  the  people  be  moved  of  their 
own  accord.  Let  them  wifh  for  you,  long  for 
you,  and  wait  for  you  at  all  the  gates.  When 
the  revolution  is  ready  to  .commence,  and 
when  there  is  a  univeTfal  cry  in  your  favour, 

I  will  lend  you  the  horfe  which  you  gave  me  as  a  . 
pledge.  You  lhall  make  your  appearance 
mounted  upon  it,  and  fuitably  drefl'ed.  Ilage 
Cadahe,  my  black  page,  (hall  be  your  chief  eu¬ 
nuch,  and  I  will  be  your  Have.  It  is  only  a 
matter  of  patience  for  four  days.  I  am  itill 
ready  to  ferve  you  ;  you  are  expofed  todanger  ; 
and  your  fpoufe  ftill  continues  to  be  refpedfed.” 

My  lather  confented.  On  the  fifth  day  the 
magician  made  him  go  out  by  a  gate  of  the 
city,  drefl’ed  like  a  pilgrim,  and  mounted  upon 
a  white  horfe  with  a  black  ma.ne,  and  made 
him  enter  by  another  upon  a  black  horfe  like 
that  upon  which  he  made  his  efcape. 

A  robe  an<J  turban,  embroidered  without 
magnificence,  had  now  taken  the  place  of  the 
pilgrim’s  habit.  Ilage  Cadahe  walked  on  the 
one  fide  and  the  magician  on  the  other  ;  each 
holding,  with  one  of  his  hands,  the  crupper 
of  my  father’s  faddle. 

Thofs  wrho  firft  law  my  father  ran  to  throw 
tliemfelves  at  his  feet;  the  guards  of  the  gates 
were  liruck  dumb  with  aftonifhment ;  a  crowed 
was  inftantly  collected  ;  my  father  wfas  obliged 
to  retire  into  the  houfe  of  an  emir  ;  and  a  ge¬ 
neral 
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neral  fhout  refounded,  God  fave  our  King  Bir - 
mtnvanjha  /// 

This  fliout  was  heard  without  the  gates, 
where  the  divan  was  held.  The  King,  whofe 
burning  was  now  abated,  in  a  tranfport  of  joy1, 
and  with  his  head  and  beard  (haved,  threw 
afide  his  flippers,  and  came  at  the  head  of  his 
Viziers  and  emirs  to  entreat  my  father  to  re¬ 
fume  his  feat  on  the  throne. 

I  purpofely  avoid  the  detail  of  trninte- 
refting  tranfaclions  *,  the  marriage  of  my  father 
with  the  faithful  Laila  ;  the  vengeance  which 
he  took  upon  the  ufurper  and  his  adherents;  and 
the  pardoning  of  the  fon  of  that  infamous  ruf¬ 
fian  on  account  of  his  refpeft ing  the  princefs  of 
the  Curdes,  notwithstanding  her  offending  him. 
— I  pafs  to  the  departure  of  the  Maugraby. 

When  that  monfter,  conftantly  declaiming 
again  ft  hypocriiy,  had  feen  the  blood  of  ail  the 
guilty  already  fhed,  he  appeared  quite  happy  at 
my  father’s  condition.  “  See!  you  are  now,” 
faid  he,  “  fecure  upon  your  throne  ;  you  have 
no  more  need  of  my  afliftance.  I  depart.  As 
foon  as  you  {hall  have  a  fon,  remember  me. 
Confider  he  is  mine  ; — and  juftly.  I  have 
worked  much.  I  have  worn  myfelf  out, 
and  have  need  of  fuch  a  {faff  in  my  old  age. 

“  Pray  bring  him  up  carefully,  that  he  may 
fupport  both  mine  and  yours.”  So  faying,  he 
called  for  his  horfe,  and  difappeared. 

My 
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My  father,  borne  along  on  the  current  of 
affairs,  and  abforbed  in  the  bufinefs  as  well  as 
the  pleafures  of  his  rank,  did  not  reflet  fuffi- 
ciently  on  the  terms  of  his  refloration ;  and 
my  birth  firft  awakened  his  regret. 

By  his  own  confeflion  he  could  not  refrain 
from  tears  when  he  faw  that  the  firft  pledge 
of  his  love  to  his  beautiful  Laila  was  devoted  to 
the  Maugraby,  whom  he  {till  fufpe&ed  to  be 
very  wicked,  notwithftanding  his  declamations 
againft  hypocrify. 

Every  time  he  took  the  child  in  his  arms 
his  tears  flowed  afrelh.  My  mother  con- 
fidered  them  as  the  effeft  of  tendernefs ;  but 
they  were  the  marks  of  deep  diftrefs. 

“  Why  weep  you,”  faid  (he,  «  for  that 
child  ?  He  is  beautiful  as  the  day  j  the  fon  of 
a  king  ;  and  deftined  to  reign.” 

“  Let  us  not  fpeak  of  deftiny,  my  dear 
Laila,”  replied  my  father,  “  the  very  idea  of 
it  awakens  all  my  fears  i  I  poflefs  you  j  and  we 
reign — This  is  fortunate — but  it  fhall  coft  us 
dear.”  Then  he  rehearfed  all  our  adventures.' 

My  mother  Laila  was  not  fo  much  terrified 
as  he  thought. — People  are  furely  under  the 
power  of  magic  at  the  Curdes. 

“  Well !”  faid  fhe,  u  what  did  the  Maugraby 
mean  by  demanding  your  fon  as  the  ftaff  of 
his  old  age  ?  He  will  doubtlefs  make  him  a  ma¬ 
gician 
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gician  like  himfelf.  Is  that  fo  great  a  misfor¬ 
tune  for  a  prince  ?  Has  lie  need  of  us  for  that  ?’* 
“  I  iliall  be  happy  to  find  our  child  pofl'cf- 
fed  of  underftanding ;  he  will  not  have  occa- 
fion  to  feck  it  elfewhere  ;  but  the  dignity  of 
a  fovereign  is  degraded  when  he  is  obliged  to 
have  recourle  to  the  help  of  altrolcgers.” 

My  father  allowed  himfelf  to  be  blinded  by 
that  reflection ;  and  I  was  brought  up  with  all 
imaginable  care.  Great  pains  were  taken  to 
inftruCt  me  in  the  particulars  of  my  hiitory, 
.  as  foon  as  I  was  able  to  keep  the  fecret. 

Although  I  did  not  fhew  it,  I  never  heard 
the  name  of  the  Maugraby  but  with  horror. 
I  reached,  however,  my  fifteenth  year.  The 
diftrefs  of  my  parents,  and  my  own  fears  were 
beginning  to  vanifh,  when  one  day  my  father’s 
fir  ft  groom  entering  the  pa.lace,  announced  the 
molt  ftateiy  and  fineft  horfe  he  had  ever  feen 
and  propofed  to  make  the  purchafe  of  it. 

My  father  had  an  uncommon  paflion  for 
thefe  animals.  “  Where  is  the  horfe  ?”  faid 
he  to  his  groom,  “  Sire,”  replied  lie,  C(  When 
I  was  palling  near  the  great  pond,  there  was  a 
man  there  conducting  a  white  horfe  which  had 
a  black  mane  and  tail,  and  black  circlets  round 
his  eyes. 

“  I  alighted  from  my  own  horfe,  to  obferve 
more  cloiely  the  noble  animal ;  I  (Signified  my 
Vol.  IV.  P  defire 
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defire  to  mount  it ;  the  owner  appeared  to  lend 
it  with  pleafure.  Never,  Sire,  have  I  found  any 
thing  fo  obedient,  vigorous,  intelligent,  teach¬ 
able.  I  fpoke  to  it,  it  obeyed  j  one  would 
have  thought  the  Perfian  was  its  natural 
language. 

“  I  propofed  to  buy  it.  The  owner  faid  it 
was  not  to  fell.  It  is  for  the  kir\g  faid  I.” — 
((  In  that  cafe,”  faid  he,  “  you  fhall  have  it.” 
“  I  took  the  man  at  his  word,  and  he  is  in 
the  court  of  the  palace  with  the  horfe.”  I 
was  with  my  father  when  the  groom  made  this 
report.  I  was  eager  to  fee  the  animal ;  but 
Birminvanlha,  (truck  with  the  recital,  and 
not  doubting  but  that  the  Maugraby  was  come 
to  demand  his  reward,  took  me  by  the  hand, 
and  brought  me  to  my  mother. 

(t  My  dear  Laila,”  faid  he,  “  now  is  the 
moment  of  trial.  The  Maugraby  has  not  for¬ 
gotten  us  as  we  dreamed.  He  comes  to  demand 
our  child,  and  the  refufal  would  expofe  us  to 
infinite  dangers.” 

“  Bid  him  come  in,”  faid  Laila  :  “  I  am  not 
afraid  of  a  magician.  My  nurfe  was  fuppofed 
to  be  one.  She  never  did  me  any  harm, 
though  my  mother’s  (laves  faid  they  l'aw  her 
throw  locks  of  hair  into  a  pail,  and  turn  them 
into  frogs.  When  he  comes  in  I  (hall  fpeak 
to  him.” 
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The  Maugraby  was  introduced.  He  pre¬ 
sented  himfelf  with  a  very  refpe£tful  air.  My 
father  returned  his  Salutation  as  well  as  he 
could  *,  but  conftraint  was  apparent  in  his  ac¬ 
tion. 

“  Aflrolcger,  or  magician,”  faid  Laila,. 
“  for  you  are  dpubtlefs  the  one  or  the  other,- 
you  have  taken  our  child  under  your  protec¬ 
tion.  You  have  promifed  to  be  a  Second  father 
to  him.  You  have  neglected  him  a  long  time,- 
He  is  of  that  age  which  needs  inftru<ftion. — 
You  will  find  him,  however,  well  prepared  y 
and  we  hope  that,  in  teaching  him  here,  you 
will,  every  day,  approve  the  pains  which  we 
have  taken  in  his  education.  Befides,  you 
(hall  be  well  ufed  by  every  perfon,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  by  myfelf,  who  have  always  loved  the 
learned.  We  will  make  you  Vizier,  not  to 
raife  you  in  our  eftimation,  but  in  that  of  others. 

The  Maugraby  rejected  thefe  compliments. 
He  came  not,  he  Said,  to  labour  in  educating 
me,  nor  to  alk  the  child  of  another,  but  his 
own,  in  terms  of  an  exprefs  agreement,  of 
which  he  had  the  pledge.  <(  There  is  nothing 
in  the  world,”  faid  he,  “  but  ingratitude  and 
broken  faith  j  empty  titles,  and  fine  compli¬ 
ments  are  reckoned  a  Sufficient  recompence  to 
a.  benefactor  for  the  greateft  favours.”  Say¬ 
ing  this,  he  took  me  by  the  hand,  which  I 
made  an  effort  to  withdraw.  My  mother,  ba¬ 
le*  2  •  thed 
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thed  in  tears,  feized  my  robe  :  but  it  was  left 
in  her  hands. 

I  efcaped  bv  a  window,  transformed  into  a 
greyhound.  The  Maugraby  followed  me  by 
the  fame  window,  and  we  both  went  to  the 
country. 

He  had  a  whip  in  his  hand,  with  which  he 
lafhed  me  unmercifully,  and  which  feemed  to 
lengthen  in  proportion  to  the  efforts  which  I 
made  to  elude  the  flrckes. 

I  cannot  tell  whether  the  moon  fhone  clear 
while  I  fled  ; — but  dying  with  hunger  and 
third,  every  part  of  my  body  finarting  with 
pain — running — fainting  with  fatigue, 1  fell  into 
the  well  at  tire  bottom  of  the  mountain — re$ 
with  the  blood  which  dreamed  from  the 
wounds  which  tire  whip  had  made  upon  my 
body. 

4 

Then,  after  having  forced  me  to  remain  in 
in  it  for  fome  time,  as  foon  as  the  cold  water 
froze  my  veins,  he  drew  me  out,  and  redored 
me  to  my  former  fhape. 

I  will  not  repeat  tire  invecKfres  he  then  pour¬ 
ed  out  againll  me  and  my  father,  nor  the  flat¬ 
tering  talcs  lie  told  me,  after  bringing  me 
hither,  in  order  to,  make  me  forget  the  world 
and  deliver  nryftlf  to  him.  You  have  repre¬ 
sented  his  llrataeems.  He  no  doubt  varies 

O 

them  according  to  circumdances — to  the  prin¬ 
ciples- 
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ciples  he  willies  to  deftroy,  and  the  iderrs  he 
means  to  pervert  and  miflcad. 

However,  I  began  to  take  patience.  Then, 
being  advifsd  to  ftudy  the  books  you  took  no¬ 
tice  of,  and  being  left  alone,  I  faw  myfelf  em¬ 
ployed  in  matters  that  might  prove  ufeful  to 
me. 

I  triumphed  that  I»  was  able  to  {hew 
him,  when  he  fhould  return,  I  had  learned  all 
that  was  contained  in  the  firft  twelve  books,, 
and  that  there  was  not  an  operation  propofed  in 
them  which  I  could  not  perform  with  eafe. — 
All  on  a  fudden  he  appeared. 

I  advanced  towards  him  with  an  air  of  con- - 
fidence,  and  made  a  difplay  of  my  fcience  to 
him.  He  gave  me  a  blow. 

t(  Ignorant !  flothful  creature  !”  faid  lie  to  * 
me,  “  who  canft  do  nothing  when  left  to  thy- 
l'eif.  Thinkeft  thou  that  I  can  attend  upon 
thee  as  a  fchool-boy  r” 

I  did  not  think  myfelf  in  the  wrong,  and 
wifhed  to  convince  him  of  his  miftake.  He 
gave  me  another  blow,  which  almoft  knocked 
me  down. 

“  I  receive  no  replies,”  faid  he,  “  I  come 
only  for  a  little,  and  retire.  When  I  come 
again,  if  Ibe  not  better  fatisfied,  I  will  have 
recourfe  to  correction  dill  more  fevere.” 

In  faying  this,  he  returned  into  his  palace, 
as  if  feeking  for  fomethiilg,  and  making  a  fign, 

P.3  in. 


174 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


in  appearance,  to  take  leave  of  me,  he  actu¬ 
ally  difappeared. 

I  threw  myfelf  upon  my  bed,  and  bathed  it 
with  my  tears.  I  devoted  my  perfecutor  to 
Nakaronkir,  whom  I  had  heard  my  father  and 
mother  fpeak  of  fo  often.— I  burned  with  de¬ 
fire  to  throw  myfelf  into  arms  from  which  I 
had  received  fo  many  cardies. 

My  fhidies  now  came  afreih  into  my  mind. 
I  could,  by  means  of  them,  metamorphofe 
myfelf  into  a  bird  *,  but  it  mult  be  a  bird  of 
prey,  that  I  might  be  able  to  foar  aloft,  and 
not  become  the  prey  of  others. 

I  refolved  to  change  myfelf  into  an  eagle. — 
I  will  keep  at  a  diftance,  faid  I,  from  the 
fowlers  *,  1  will  alight  only  to  feek  food  5  I  will 
vi fit  the  capital  of  Petfia,  and  enter,  by  night, 
into  my  father’s  cattle  •,  I  lhall  be  found,  in 
the  morning,  on  the  terrace  of  his  apartment, 
having,  in  my  bill,  a  piece  of  bark,  inferibed 
with  my  name. 

I  palled  the  night  in  adjufting  my  plan.  I  rofe 
with  the  fun,  and  wrote  upon  the  piece  of 
bark,  which  I  intended  to  carry,  PH poor  Ha- 
iaiaihliti ,  prince  cf  Pcvjm . 

Then  I  thought  of  transforming  myfelf }  wil¬ 
ling  to  remain  a  bird  all  my  life j  rather  than 
to  endure  the  mifery  of  being  fubjeded  to  the 
brutality  of  the  magician. 

My  charm  operated.  I  already  felt  my 
Jtofe  transformed  into  a  bill,  my  arms  into 
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'wings,  and  I  faw  myfelf  covered  with  feathers. 
Full  of  joy  and  hope,  1  picked  up  my  billet, 
erafped  it  in -one  of  my  talons,  arul  took  my 
flight. 

But  I  felt  myfelf  firmly  held  by  the  tail,  and 
my  back  almoft  crufhed  with  llrokes.  It  was 
the  magician.  He  took  up  my  billet  coldly, 
which  had  dropt  from  my  talons,  and  read  it. 
~1  he  poor  Hailainddln.  “  Poor  indeed,”  faid 
he,  “  of  fentiment — of  gratitude — and  every 
kind  of  virtue,  like  his  father  and  mother. — 
Thou  haft  made  thyfelf  a  bird-*  ungrateful 
creature  !  but  birds  of  prey  are  not  admitted 
into  my  aviary— I  fiiall  find  thee  a  place.” 

I  was  more  dead  than  alive,  and  I  recovered 
my  fenfes  only  to  fee  myfelf  fui'pcnded  by  the 
feet  among  dying  and  dead  perfons,  in  that 
place  where  you  found  me.  I  was  plunged  in¬ 
to  a  dreadful  condition  :  unable  to  give  an 
account  of  my  fufferings,  and  thinking  that  the 
Maugraby,  more  like  a  demon  than  a  man, 
was  purfuing  me  with  a  whip  tipped  with  iron 
points  inceflantly  reaching  me,  I  rail  af¬ 
ter  the  fpe<5tre  of  death,  which  {till  efcaped 
me.  I  awaked  only  when  you  drew  me  out 
of  the  pit. 

One  may  judge  what  imprefiion  this  recital 
made  upon  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  prince 
of  Perfia  ;  but  he  did  not  dileover  it  in  his 
countenance. 
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He  then  addreffed  another  companion  of; 
tills  unfortunate,  in  order  to  learn  the  parti- - 
culars  of  his  adventures.- 

The  young  man,  who  was  about  nineteen : 
years  of  age,  began  as  follows  : : 


Hi/lory  of  Tam  Alladdin ,  Prince  of  Great  Kat ay. 

My  grandfather  was  a  barber  in  the  city  of' 
Ohiraz.  He  lived  in  eafy  circumftanees  by 
his  profelhon  ;■  for  he  was  induftrious  and 
clever.  He- had  more  genius  than  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  barbers,  and  of  courfe  his  converfatioiv 
was  courted  by  thofe  who  were  his  fuperiors 
in  talents  and  in  fortune. 

A  fkilful  aftrologer,  who  lived  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  often  vifited  us.  He  obferved  his 
wife  haflily  taking  up  her  veil  to  go  out. 

(t  Whither  are  you  going  ?”  faid  he.  “  To 
give  ail  i  (lance  to  die  wife  of  our  friend  the 
barber.  She  is  lying  in.” 

“  Tell  me  when  you  return,”  faid  her  huf-« 
band,'  “  the  names  of  the  child,  father,  mother, 
grandfather,  and  grandmother.  We  confult  on¬ 
ly  about  the  birth  of  the  great,  as  if  they  were 
die  only  interefting  characters  on  earth.  Our 
friend  the  barber  fometimes  difcovers  happy 
glimpfes  of  genius — a  child  of  his  muft  prove  a 
more  than  ordinary  man.”  His  wife  promifed 
to  bring  proper  information. 


My 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


/ 


177 

/  / 

My  grandmother  was  very  happily  deliver¬ 
ed  of  a  foil,  whom  they  named  Schalkar.  The 
ailrologer  was  informed  of  all  by  his  wife. 

’  The  ailrologer  began  his  obfervations.  lie 
marked  the  precife  hour  of  the  birth.  My  fa¬ 
ther  was  born  under  the  planet  Il-Marlik  % 
which,  at  that  time,  viewed  by  help  of  the  altro- 
labe,  appeared  very  bright.  In  calculating 

the  fum  of  the  letters  of  all  the  names  which 

\ 

he  had  under  his  eye,  the  fage  faw  that  the 
child*  was  to  be  a  king,  and  his  brilliant  ftar 
Ihed  its  rays  over  a  great  part  of  the  vail  em¬ 
pire  of  China. 

But  the  ftar  difplayed  a  reddiih  colour, 
which  anounced,  at  leaft,  that  he  whom  it 
ruled  fiiould  meet  with  great  obilacles  in  his 
way  to  fortune. 

“  I  was  right,”  faid  the  ailrologer  to  his- 
wife,  u  in  remarking  that  the  barber’s  foil 
would  one  day  be  very  fortunate.  We  mull 
go  and  congratulate  his  father  and  mother 
upon  the  occafion.” 

My  grandfather '  was  very  much  flattered 
by  the  horofeope  which  his  friend  had  drawn.’ 
Both  he  and  his  wife  took  the  utmoft  pains  in 
the  education  of  my  father,  and  the  ailrologer 
afiilled  them.  When  he  was  fixteen  years  of 
age,  there  was  not  a  young  man  in  Chiraz . 


*  Saturn. 
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who  hail  received  fo  much  inflru£lion.  Pie 
was  pointed  out  as  a  model  to  children  of  the 
beft  families. 

“  Only  look,”  Paid  they,  (f  at  Schafkar  the 
barber’s  fon.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  to  this  he 
joined  a  handfome  figure,  and  a  fine  counte¬ 
nance  :  apprized  of  his  deftiny,  he  endeavoured 
to  (hew  himfelf  worthy  of  it,  both  in  his  con¬ 
duct  and  looks.  Schafkar  one  day  was  go¬ 
ing  to  the  bath,  and  happened  to  be  there  firft. 
After  palling  the  room  where  he  left  his  cloaths,- 
as  he  crofled  a  fecond  one  to  go  to  the  (love,, 
though  he  walked  very  fteadily,  his  foot  fiipt 
upon  a  wet  flag  of  polifhed  marble. 

He  (truck  his  foot  haltily  againft  the  flag  to' 
recover  himfelf.  It  inftantly  fprung  up,  and,, 
from  the  place,  a  vapour  arofe,  condenfed,  and 
prefented  to  the  eyes  of  Schafkar  a  genie  in  hu¬ 
man  fliape. 

“  Leav%  the  bath,”  laid  the  Genie,  c<  to  the 
indolent. — Depart  for  China — take  the  road 
by  the  great  wall.  You  will  find  a  caravan 
at  Altracan,  which  you  (hall  join.  Go  re¬ 
fume  your  clothes  where  you  left  them,  you 
will  find  with  them  a  Pum  of  money  which  (hall 
continue  to  fupply  you  on  every  occafion. 

When  you  reach  the  great  wall  you  (hall 
receive  more  afliftance  ;  but  do  not  intrufl  the 
fecret  to  any  perfon. 

My. 


ARABIAN  TALES.  <■ 


T79 


My  father  went  to  refume  his  clothes,  and 
■found  a  purfe  containing  two  hundred  pieces 
of  gold.  He  put  .twenty  of  them  under  his 
mother’s  pillow — went  out  of  the  city — met  a 
man  driving  camels  upon  the  road  which  was 
prefcribed  to  him — bought  one  of  them,  ami 
halted  to  arrive  at  Aftracan. 

The  caravan  came,  he  joined  it — determin¬ 
ed  not  to  feparate  from  it.  The  day  on  which 
he  expected  to  reach  the  great  wall  he  llept 
longer  than  ufual. 

His  camel  feparated  from  the  reft,  without 
any  one  perceiving  it.  When  he  awoke  he 
found  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  a  defart.  He 
flopped,  thinking  to  rejoin  the  companions  of 
his  fortune.  But  night  came,  when  obferving 
the  ftars,  he  perceived  that  he  had  taken  a  quite 
contrary  road  to  that  which  he  fhould  have 
purfued,  and  travelled  all  night  to  recover  it. 

Day  appeared;  fcarcely  did  he  give  his  camel 
a  moment  to  reft,  or  to  eat  the  fcanty  re¬ 
mains  of  its  provifions.  He  hurried  it  all  day, 
and  all  next  night.  At  fun-rife  he  found  him¬ 
felf  at  the  great  wall ;  but  at  that  place  there 
was  no  pallage. 

lie  was  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  and  his  camel 
was  not  able  to  carry  him  farther.  Ready  to 
defpair,  he  obferved  a  dervife  coming  from  be¬ 
hind  a  thicket  of  brambles,  with  a  book  in  his 
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hand.  He,  revived  at  the  fight,  difmounted, 
and  went  itraight  towards  the  religious  man. 

((  Holy  man,”  faid  he,  “  I  am  a  Perfian,  a 
merchant  by  profetfion,  feparated  from  my 
caravan  which  is  going  to  China.  Tell  me  if  I 
am  near  the  gate  which  leads  to  Great  Tartary  r” 

t(  You  are,”  replied  the  dervife,  “  five 
good  days  journey  from  it,  and  more ;  for 
you  cannot  go  by  the  wall.  You  mufc  fearch 
for  the  road,  otherwife  you  fhall  bewilder 
yourfelf  in  the  marfhes  which  are  on  your 
right  and  left  hand — befides,  have  you  a  palT- 
port  ?” 

"  No,”  replied  tny  father.  “  In  that  cafe,” 
faid  the  dervife,  u  you  will  not  be  allowed  to 
pafs.  No  ftrangers  are  admitted  into  China 
but  thofe  who  come  by  the  caravans,  and  have 
regular  palfports.”  “  I  am  then  very  unfortu¬ 
nate,”  faid  Schalkar,  fighing  deeply. 

“  There  is  a  remedy  for  every  thing  except 
death,”  faid  the  dervife.  “  Come  to  my  hut, 
which  is  not  far  dillant.  You  will  find  there 
a  little  fountain  and  paflure  for  your  camel. — 
I  am  doing  penance  here  ;  you  will  accompany 
me  j  and,  if  you  open  your  heart  to  me,  fome 
means  perhaps  may  be  found  to  bring  you  out 
of  your  diltrefs.” 

My  father,  leading  his  camel,  followed  the 
dervife.  They  arrived  at  the  hut,  which  was  a 
deep  cave,  fhaded  by  a  green  arbour. 


You 
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“  You  have  need  of  fome  food,”  faid  the 
^dervife.  “  I  have  here  the  milk  of  a  goat  which 
I  feed,  a  frefh  honey  comb  which  I  found  in  a 
•tree  to-day,  and  fome  dried  fruits.  The fe  are 

•  my  provifions.**  Saying  this,  he  put  them  upon 
a  (tone,  which  ferved  inftead  of  a  table. 

Although  my  father  thought  now  that  his 

•  ftar  had  milled  him,  he  Hill  reckoned  upon  the 
little  afliftance  he  was  to  find.  He  ate  and 
xlrank,  and  looked  at  the  dervife,  who  was 
faftening  the  camel  by  the  leg,  to  let  it  graze. 

When  the  officious  dervife  had  provided  for 
"the  animal,  he  returned  to  his  gueft  with  an 
eager  ami  important  air.  %(  You  make,”  faid 
-he,  “  a  very  frugal  meal  5  you  have  doubtlefs 
been  accuftomed  to  better  furnifhed  tables. — 
The  noblenefs  of  your  appearance  announces 
you  born  above  the  vulgar.” 

t(  Alas !  not,”  replied  my  father,  with  his 
ufual  franknefs.  u  You  are  fo  generous ;  your 
•condition  infpires  me  with  fo  much  confidence, 
and  I  have  fo  much  need  of  opening  my  heart, 
that  I  ♦  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  relate  my 
whole  hiftory  to  you  ingenuoufly. 

“  You  fee  in  me  what  aftrologers  call  a 
child  of  fortune.  I  am  to  have  a  crown  ac¬ 
cording  to  them ;  and  if  I  had  not  met  with 
you- 1  might  perhaps  have  obtained  that  one 
which  Mahomet  promifes  to  thofe  good  Muf- 
fulmans,  who,  yielding  to  the  excefs  of  tnif- 
Vol.  IV.  .  fortune, 
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fortune,  die  without  murmuring.  I  am  the 
fon  of  a  barber  of  Chiraz,  and  my  name  is 
Schalkar.” 

My  father,  having  told  his  name,  made  a 
faithful  report  of  his  hiltory,  omitting  no  cir- 
cumftance  ;  and  when  he  came  to  fpeak  of  the 
purfe  which  had  been  given  him,  containing 
two  hundred  fequins,  he  put  it  on  the  table. 
iS  See  there  !”  faid  he,  “  I  have  fpent  more 
than  four  hundred  in  coming  hither,  and  every 
morning  it'continues  to  be  full.” 

The  dervife  gave  the  greateft  attention  to 
the  recital  which  my  father  made. — u  I  know 
that  purfe,”  faid  he.  “  I  know  from  whence  it 
came  to  you. — It  gives  me  to  underftand  that  I 
have  duties  to  perform  in  your  behalf,  more  im¬ 
portant  than  thofe  which  I  owe  to  ordinary 
guefts  :  you  have  now  made  yourlelf  entirely 
known  to  me,  and  I  ought  to  dil'cover  my.felf  to 
you.”  • 

t(  You  are  indeed,  my  dear  ■  »Schalkar,  a 
child  of  deftiny  j  and  lam  devoted,  by  my  con¬ 
dition,  to  the  fervice  of  thofe  whom  it  favours. 
If  it  conduced  you  hither,  it  like  wile  appoint¬ 
ed  me  to  wait  for  you. 

“  You  have  delivered  me  from  great  unea- 
linefs.  There  is  always  obfcurity  attending 
the  orders  we  receive.  Mine  obliged  me  to 
repair,  in  the  habit  of  a  dervife,  to  the  wall 
of  China,  and  to  remain  there  in  a  place  re¬ 
moved  from  every  road,  four  days,  expofed  to 
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cold  and  hunger. — Such  was  the  rigour  of  the 
commands  I  had  received. 

“  The  fubje£t  of  my  commiflion  had  begun 
to  render  me  uneafy  j  but  I  knew  its  import¬ 
ance.  It  was  the  appointing  of  a  monarch  to 
the  empire  of  Great  Katay  : — and  Seignior 
Schalkar,  the  erown  is  yours  !” 

Then  the  falfe  dervife  took  a  fmall  rod  of 
ebony  from  a  bag  which  was  under  his  arm, . 
and  made  it  turn  upon  the  ends  of  his  fingers 
with  infinite  dexterity. — “  Come,”  faid  he, 
M  Megine ,  perform  thy  duty.” 

Then  a  voice  of  matchlefs  fweetnefs  was 
heard — “What  does  the  great  and*mighty^ 
Maugraby  Wifti  his  fervant  to  do  ?” 

“  Did  I  permit  thee  to  name  me,  little  fawn¬ 
ing  creature?”  anfwered  the  falfe  dervife. . 
“  Know  that  our  gueft  is  a  man  of  the  greateft 
importance.  He  has  not  had  fuitable  enter¬ 
tainment  nor  accommodation  here.  Go  call 
my  fervants.  Let  us  prepare  a  proper  place, 
where  we  may  dine  in  ftile.  My  gueft  is  a 
noble  Perfian  j  and  let  us  have  a  bottle  of  the 
wine  of  Chiraz.” 

The  fweet  voice  faid,  “  Sire,  you  (hall  in- 
ftantly  be  obeyed.” 

My  father  was  a  little  aftonifhed,  but  Iefs 
fo  that  he  had  been  already  conduced  to  the 
wall  of  China  by  a  prodigy. 

The  falfe  dervife  obferved  it.  “  My  little 

Qj»  fervant,. 
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fervant,”  faid  he,  “  has  told  you  my  name; 
and  I  hope,  Seignior  Schaffcar,  to  give  you. 
reafon  to  remember  it  all  your  life. 

“  While  dinner  is  preparing,  I  mull  inform 
you  what  i&  referved  for  you  by  deltiny,  if 
you  do  not  refute  the  favours  which  await 
you ;  for  unfortunately,  men  can  always  find 
obftacles  j  and  often,  as  I  have  feen,  give  the 
lie  to  detliny  by.  the  remifihefs  of  their  con¬ 
duct. 

“  Some  facrifices  are  to  be  made.  I  warn 
you  of  this.  The  throne  of  Great  Katay  is- 
vacant  by  the  death  of  the  fovereign,  who  has 
left  no  male  iflue*  A.  new  fovereign  mud  be 
ele£led  within  the  fpace  of  five  days,  with  the 
ufual  ceremonies  of  the  country.  It  will  be 
in  your  power  to  be  King  of  Great  Katay,  and 
hufband  to  the  mod  beautiful  princefs  in  the 
world,  daughter  of  the  late  fovereign.  Her 
charms  and  her  virtues  are  above  all  the  trea- 
fures  which  will  accompany  her  hand. — Yon 
fhall  have  only  to  fpeak  one  word,  and  all  is 
yours  !” 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  effe&  which  this  dis¬ 
covery  had  upon  my  father.  He  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  from  his  infancy  to  entertain  ideas  of 
ambition ;  and  he  now  faw  himfelf  ready,  in 
a  moment,  to  fulfil  his  deftiny.  It  had  been 
pointed  out  to  him  indeed  by  an  old  man  in 
the  habit  of  a  dervife  j— -but  he.  had  feen.  the 
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motion  of  the  little  wand  j  and  he  had  heard 
the  voice  of  Megine. 

“  Seignor  Maugraby,”  faid  he  to  his  hoft, 
«  I  have  not  undertaken  the  laborious  journey 
to  the  wall  of  China  in  order  to  refufe  any 
lawful  requifition.” 

«  Far  be  it  from  me,”  faid  the  Maugraby, 
«  to  defire  you  to  commit  a  crime.  It  is  only, 
-  you  (hall  fee,  an  a<El  of  virtue — a  fmall  facri- 
fice — a  teftimony  of  gratitude  to  your  devoted 
fervant.,, 

When  the  Maugraby  had  finiflied  that  dif- 
courfe,  a  tall  black  figure  prefented  itfelf,  lidd¬ 
ing  a  filver  mace. — “  Seigniors,”  it  faid, 
fpeak-ing  to  the  mailer  of  the  hut  and  my  fa¬ 
ther,  “  you  are  ferved  •”  they  rofe,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  it. 


They  went  into  a  pavilion,  covered  with 
filk  Huff,  in  a  magnificent  manner.  The  inte¬ 
rior  part  was  Hill  more  elegantly  adorned. — 
The  earth,  covered  with  her  carpet  of  green, 
was  watered  by  a  natural  fountain,  on  the 
margin  of  which  the  pavilion  had  been  erected, 
and  the  banks,  enamelled  with  flowers,  ap¬ 
peared  through  a  fmall  opening  that  had  been 
left  on  purpofe. 

The  table  v/as  covered  with  elegance  and 


plenty.  The  fight  and  fmell  were  grati¬ 
fied  at  once.  The  two  guefts  fat  down  upon 


fofas  of  exquifite  magnificence.  Four  flaves 
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appeared,  at  a  fign  which  the  negro  with  tho 
gold  collar  made  with  his  mace.  Two  flood 
by  my  father,  and  two  by  the  mailer  of  the 
elegant  pavilion- 

Dinner  patted  in  agreeable  converfation* 
upon  the  variety  of  difhes  that  were  on  tha 
table,  and  upon  tire  excellence  of  therr  feafon- 
ing.  When  the  laft  courfe  was  removed^  tho 
Maugraby.  faid  to  his  negro.  “  Ilage-Cadahe, 
we  are  in  the  open  air  here,  let  us  go  repof© 
ourfelves  j  but  my  guefl  and  I  are  travellers,  a 
bath  will  refrefh  us,  go  and  prepare  a  conve¬ 
nient  one ;  our  fupper  mull  be  better  than  the 
dinner  you  gave  us ;  and  Megine  mull  be  told 
that  I  wilh  to  entertain  my  guefl  with  company 
agreeable  to  him.” 

The  negro  retired.  Sleep  feized  my  father, 
and  he  funk  down  upon  the  fofa,  without  re¬ 
flecting  upon  what  he  had  feen,  done,  or  heard* 
Two  hours  after  a  noife  awaked  him. 

H  is  holt  was  already  up.  <(  Seignior  Schafi- 
kar,”  faid  he,  u  the  bath  is  ready,  and  we  (hall 
not  have  far  to  go — it  is  juil  at  hand. 

The  door  of  the  tent  which  opened  to  the 
country  was  {hut,  and  another  prefented  itfelf, 
by  which  there  was  a  pafiage  into  a  place  il¬ 
luminated  with  wax  tapers,  where  two  lion’s 
mouths  poured  into  two  little  troughs  of.  mar¬ 
ble,  cold  water  on  the  one  fide,  and  hot  on  the 
other. 


«  Let 
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w  Let  119  put  off  our  clothes  here,”  faid  thej 
Maugraby,  “  and  enter.”  “  My  father  followed 
him,  and  entered  his  bath.  When  they  had' 
both  entered,  four  young  female  negroes  came 
with  perfuming  pans,  and  boxes  full  of  rich' 
ointments.  The  Maugraby.  and  my  father 
came  out  of  the  bath,  and  the  female  negroes 
retired.  Four  whitev  eunuchs  came  in  their 
place,  bringing  the  moft  elegant  and  delightful 
habits. 

Under  that  which  the  falfe  dervife  put  on, 
my  father  could  not  recognife  him.  His  looks 
aiTumed  great  dignity.  He  appeared  to  be  very 
old  ;  but  his  long  white  beard  gave  him  a  ve¬ 
nerable  appearance. 

He  put  on  an  air  of  fatisfa£Hon.  “  I  judge,”1 
faid  he,  to  my  father,  t(  by  the  frelhnefs  of 
your  looks,  that  the  bath  has  done  you  good.  I 
cannot  exprefs  my  happinefs  at  having  had  the 
good  fortune  to  have  done  you  thefe  trifling 
llervices. — I  fhould  be  glad  if  you  would  de¬ 
fire  greater  ones.  - 

c<  We  {hall  not  meet  with  children  of  deftiny 
every  day.  It  is  a  fatisfa&ion  to  concur  with 
it  in  rendering  them  happy. 

You  have  need,”  continued  he,  (t  to  take 
the  air.  The  promenade  around  here  is  very 
agreeable ;  but  behind  this  hill?  there  is  a  little 
valley,  in  which  your  camel  feeds.  One 
can  reach  it  by  a  very  fweet  walk  along 

this 
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this  fountain,  which  fupplies  us  with  water; 

•  • 

When  one  is  there,  the  view,  which  is  not  ex- 
tenfive  indeed,  prefents  a  very  great  variety  of 
objeCts.  Thofe  who  can  be  contented  with  a 
feat  of  turf,  may  there  find  means  of  repofe ; 
and,  unlefs  the  indifcretion  of  birds  be  dread¬ 
ed,  it  is  a  place  very  proper  for  communicat¬ 
ing  fecrets.” 

In  giving  this  defcription  of  the  promenade, 
to  which  he  wifhed  to  entice  my  father,  the 
hod  was  conducting  him  infenfibly  towards 
the  valley.  It  was  not  very  deep  j  and  a  range  of 
rock  was  the  horizon.  The  fountain  burft 
in  cafcades,  from  a  fhapelefs  mafs  of  rude  mar- 
blej  hollowed  by  time.  There  were  conve¬ 
nient  places  there  for  fitting,  and  a.  converfa- 
tion  commenced,  which  the  Maugraby  almoft 
entirely  engrofied. 

He  compelled  my  father  to  admire  the  de¬ 
lights  of  this  charming  folitude.”  “  Do  you 
imagine  that  I  envy  fuch  as  you,  who  are  raid¬ 
ed  to  the  government  of  great  empires  ? — you 
renounce, — if  one  may  fay  fo,  the  enjoyment  of 
the  beauties  of  Nature  andjthe  fweets  of  repofe. 

Confider  this  retreat,  unknown  to  the 
world.  My  wifhes  have  all  centered  in  it,  ever 
fince  I  came  into  this  territory  to  wait  for  you. 
Believe  that  I  am  confirmed  in  the  pro¬ 
ject  of  one  day  refuming  here  the  habit  of  a 
dervife,  under  which  I  difguifed  myfelf  to  at¬ 
tract 
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tra&  your  confidence.  If  I  have  the  good  for¬ 
tune  one  day  to  refume  it,  I  (hall  never  quit  it 
during  my  life. 

u  See  !  where  I  (hall  build  my  little  houfe. 

It  (hall  be  cheered  by  the  rifing  fun.  I  will  re¬ 
move  fome  of  thefe  groves,  which  might  caufe* 
too  much  damp,  and  plant  the  greatefl?  variety.' 
of  the  moft  beautiful  (hrubs. 

See!  here  my  little  flock  of  goats  (hall' 
feed — and  there  (hall  be  my  hives  of  bees  ! — 

I  (hall  be  happy  ! — Books,  and  Nature  herfelf, 
(hall  be  my  (ludy  ! — While  you  (hall  be  upon  a 
throne,  furrounded  with  flattery  and  deceit. 

“  I  do  not  draw  this  difagreeable  pi&ure  of 
your  condition,  to  infpire  you  with  difguft.. 
The  world  has  need  of  fovereigns  ;  and  you 
are  born  to  be  one.  You  are  young  too,  and' 
have  duties  to  difcharge  to  fociety. 

**  But,  my  dear  gueft,  felf-love,  this  mo¬ 
ment,  hrings  me  to  myfelf.  I  have  now  toiled 
a.  long  time,  and  I  am  tired  by  working  for 
another,  miracles,  whofe  charm  has  no  longer 
power  over  me  j  and  I  wifhit  were  granted  me 
to  take  repofe. 

t(  Can  you  not  obtain  repofe,”  faid  my  fa¬ 
ther,  u  from  beings  of  fupernatural  power, 
whom  you  feem  to  command  ?” 

“  Oh  Schalkar !  you  will  find  that  one  ob¬ 
tains  nothing  but  by  facrifices. .  I  (hall  be  able  • 
|q  confine  myfelf  to  a  retreat  when  I  have* 
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indru&ed  and  formed  a  fubjeft  as  capable  as  T 
am,  of  difcharging  the  duties  with  which  I  am 
intruded. 

“  In  order  to  accomplifh  an  obje&  of  that  im¬ 
portance,  one  mud  have  a  child  prepared,  to 
fay  fo,  from  the  very  bread,  brought  up  and  pre- 
ferved  in  the  greated  innocence,  habituated, 
by  every  exercife,  to  fupport  the  toils  to  which' 
man  is  expofed,  and  trained  up  in  the*dudy  of 
all  the  arts. 

“  He  mud  be  happily  born,  even  the  blood 
from  which  he  ought  to  fpring  is  not  indiffer¬ 
ent.  Thefeare  conditions  very  difficult  to  ful¬ 
fil  ;  but  to  crown  all,  lie  mud  be  the  fon  of  a 
King.” 

Saying  this,  the  pretended  hermit  arofe, 
fetching  a  figh,  apparently  from  the  bottom  of 
liis  foul.  We  fliall  refume  our  converfation, 
my  dear  Schalkar,  faid  he  to  my  father,  and 
propofed  to  walk  round  the  valley. 

My  father  believed  implicitely  all  the  Mau- 
graby  had  faid.  He  took  him  for  a  holy  per- 
fonage.  While  they  came  down,  in  order  to 
return  to  the  little  plain,  where  the  paviliion- 
had  been  raifed,  night  came,  and  my  faiher 
feeing  a  place  blight  with  illuminations,  tefti- 
'  fied  his  furprife. 

<(  My  brother,”  faid  his  companion,  “I  have 
learned,  in  this  date,  to  treat  every  one  I  deal 
with,  according  to  his  rank.  Begin  to  accom-- 
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modate  yourfelf  to  what  you  mull  look  for  here. 
After  fifteen  days  you  will  not  take  one  ftep 
without  hearing,  u  There  goes  the  King.”  You 
will  not  enter  the  houfe  of  a  ftranger,  which 
(hall  not  perfumed  and  illuminated  ;  and,  in 
your  own  palace,  you  fliall  have  ceremony  in 
abundance.  ... 

“  I  am  going,”  continued  he,  44  to  prefen t 
you  with  another  fcene  of  aftonifliment.  You 
are  to  fup  with  ladies,  than  whom  there  are 
none  more  beautiful  in  Georgia,  from  which 
they  came.  There  are,  indeed,  more  agreeable 
objects  than  beautiful  women;  but  I  treat 
them  as  I  do  a  nofegay,  which  I  love  and  tram¬ 
ple  upon : — fo  that  they  cannot  derange  my 
principles.” 

Darknefs  increafed  during  this  conven¬ 
tion.  The  negro  with  the  gold  collar  appear¬ 
ed,  carrying  his  mace,  and  preceded  by  twenty 
flambeaus.  “  My  figniors,”  faid  he,  “  you  are 
ferved.”  \ 

“  Are  the  ladies  here  ?”  faid  the  hoft. 

They  are  feated  on  fofas,”  replied  Ilage- 
Cadahe,  and  u  entertaining  themfelves  with 
mufic.” 

4<  I  never  interfere  in  fuch  matters,”  faid  the 
Maugraby  to  my  father ;  “  My  little  Megine 
attends  to  them.  She  knows  her  company— 
and  never  fails.” 

The 
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The  two  entered  a  fpacious  pavillion,  whofe 
magnificence  {truck  my  father  with  aflonilh- 
•ment.  The  table  was  placed  upon  an  emi¬ 
nence,  under  a  fuperb  canopy.  Two  large  fo- 
fas,  of  unfpeakable  elegance , were  placed  oppo¬ 
site  to  each  other.  The  ladies  took  their  feats 
on  the  one  of  thefe,  each  apart. 

On  feeing  the  mafter  of  the  pavilion  come 
in,  they  rofe.  The  Maugraby  advanced  to 
-them  abruptly.  “  This,”  fays  he, u  ladies,  is  the 
prince  Schafkar,  a  friend  of  mine,  in  whofe  ac¬ 
quaintance  you  will  be  very  happy.  Brilliant 
(tars  like  you  are  fit  to  favour  a  Perfian — a 
child  of  deftiny.” 

My  father,  in  defcribing  thefe  ladies,  faid 
they  were  as  beautiful  as  angels.  He  was 
prevaried  on  to  fit  down  by  one  of  them,  and 
his  hofi  fat  down  by  the  other. 

•Eighteen  flaves  of  an  exquifite  beauty  waited 
at  the  table.  Twenty-feven  arranged  upon  the 
(lairs,  into  three  feparate  choirs,  formed  a  con- 
4?ert.  The  air  was  fweetened  with  perfumes  ; 
and  before  the  end  «•  of  the  repaft,  wines  and 
.liquors  of  all- forts  covered  the -table. 

The  Maugraby  {hewed  infinite  attention  to 
his  lady.  My  father  endeavoured  to  imitate 
him,  and  tried  to  enter  into  a  converfation 
with  his  ;  but  he  could  obtain  nothing  but 
monofyllables.  She  had,  however,  engaging 

Jlooks,; 
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looks ;  and  (he  drank,  and  invited  him  to 
drink. 

My  father  forgot  the  reft  of  the  entertain- 
ment.  His  head  was  full  of  the  fumes  of  the 
Greek  and  Perfian  wines  he  had  drunk  ;  and 
he  did  not  open  his  eyes  till  next  morning, 
when  he  found  himfelf  ftretched  upon  the 
fofa,  in  the  room  where  he  had  fupped  in 
fuch  fplendid  company. 

His  hoft  appeared  deeping,  oppofite  to  him. 
He  went  out  foftly  to  take  the  air :  but  the 
Matigraby  foon  joined  him. 

«  Young  man,”  faid  he,  “  you  are  a  philo¬ 
sopher  with  the  ladies  j  and  you  (lull  have  an 
elegant  fpoufe  in  the  charming  princefs  of 
Katay.  I  confefs  I  wi(hed  to  try  you.  You 
muft  not  take  it  amifs,  for  it  is  my  bufinefs. 
Let  us  take  the  fame  walk  we  took  yefterday. 
And,  confider,  in  my  little  folitude,  what  we 
(hall  do  ” 

My  father  was  ftill  uneafy  with  the  ef- 
fe£ts  of  laft  night’s  Supper,  and  walking  was 
quite  agreeable  to  him.  They  both  went  to 
Sit  clown  belide  the  cafcade,  in  the  fame  Spot 
where  they  had  Sitten  the  evening  before,  and 
the  converfation  of  the  Maugraby  now  affum- 
*:d  a  more  dec i five  tone. 


Vol.  IV. 


R 


"  Schafkarf 


ARABIAN  TALES* 


*94 

«  Schafkar !  will  you  depart  immediately 
for  Katay  ?  You  know  that  within  five  days  the 
election  will  take  place.’* 

“  Permit  me  to  anfweryou  Signior,  I  know 
not  how  I  (hall  pafs  the  great  wall,  how  many 
days  journey  I  am  from  Katay,  and  how  it  will 
be  pofiible  for  me  to  be  elected.  I  am  quite 
unknown  ;  and  I  ought  to  have  all  the  gran¬ 
dees  of  the  country  to  befriend  me. 

“  The  paflage  of  the  wall,”  faid  the  magi¬ 
cian,  t£  by  a  path  which  I  know,  is  fifty  leagues 
hence.  From  it  one  may  go  on  a  camel,  and 
reach  the  capital  of  your  kingdom  in  fifteen 
days. — We  (hall  find  among  your  friends  even 
fons  of  kings. 

“  But  if  you  fatisfy  me  in  what  I  am  going 
to  alk  of  you,  to-morrow  you  (hall  be  on  the 
fpot  of  election — to-morrow  you  (hall  be  lodged 
in  the  adjoining  palace.  Three  days  after,  you 
fhall  mingle  with  your  rivals  ; — and  if  you  be 
not  dillinguifhed  among  them*  in  the,  moft 
fiiigular  manner,  you  fhall  never  call  me  the 
Muugraby ;  and  you  (hall  treat  me  as  your 
(lave  : — I  fwear  by  the  fovereign  of  lpirits,  to 
•whom  all  earthly  power  is  fubjedt. 

“  If  I  fet  you  upon  the  throne  of  Perfia,  and 
procure  for  you  a  fpoufe,  the  moft  charming 
princefs  upon  earth,  I  demand  the  firlt  male 
child  which  fhall  fpring  from  your  marriage. 
I  have  revealed  to  you  all  my  motives ;  and 

you 
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you  {hall  fwear  on  the  faith  of  a  King,  and  by- 
Mahomet,  to  give  me  the  child.” 

My  father,  ftill  ftupified  by  the  effo£ls  of  the 
fupper  of  laft  night,  when  he  had  buffered  him- 
felf  to  be  duped  by  the  artful  converfation  of 
the  Maugraby,  confounded  aftrology  with  ma¬ 
gic.  He  had  been  born  in  devout  refpedt  for 
the  former  ;  and  did  he  did  not  fufliciently  dif- 
trult  the  influence  of  the  latter.  His  almofl  in¬ 
nate  defire  of  reigning  too,  doubtlefs,  mixed  it- 

felf  with  other  motives. — However  it  were— 

<# 

the  oath  efcaped  him. 

The  eyes  of  the  Maugraby  fparkled  with  joy. 
u  Embrace  me,”  faid  he  to  my  father,  "  foveTeigu 
of  Katay !”  Then  turning  towards  the  valley 
which  he  had  left,  he  addrefied  it  as  follows  : 
“  I  {hall  fee  thee  again,  fweet  folitude, — never 
to  leave  thee.” 

When  he  had  finiflied  that  exclamation,  the 
negro  prefen  ted  himfelf,  and  gave  notice  that 
breakfaft  was  ready.  “  Very  well,  Ilage-Ca- 
dahe  ;”  u  but  Megine  will  wait  upon  us.  De¬ 
part  for  Nantka  ;  provide  for  us  a  palace  in  the 
neighourhood  of  the  place.  It  were  better  to 
buy  it  than  hire  it.  Expert  us  there  this  even¬ 
ing.  Ilage-Cadahe  immediately  difappeared.” 

The  two  travellers  fat  down  to  table.  44  How 
like  you  the  fofa  you  fit  on  ?” — u  Excellently 
well,”  replied  my  father.-1-4*  I  intend,”  faid 
the  magician,  t(  to  employ  it  as  a  vehicle.  We 
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{hall  fit  very  conveniently  on  it.”  Then  {eat¬ 
ing  himfelf  by  my  father,  he  took  out  his  little 
wand,  ar.d  made  it  turn  on  the  enus  of  hi3 
fingers. — M  -Come,  Megine,”  faid  he,  let  us 
make  hafte.” 

In  a  moment  the  fofa,  carried  out  of  the  pa- 
viliion,  mounted  in  the  air,  above  the  wall. 
My  father  flept,  and  did  not  awake  till  his  guide 
awaked  him  by  a  burft  of  laughter. 

“  Where  are  you  ?”  faid  he.  i(  My  father 
opened  his  eyes,  and  faw  himfelf  in  a  beautiful 
apartment  entirely  unknown  to  him.” — “  Look 
out  at  the  window,”  faid  the  magician,  if  you 
vifti  to  know  where  you  are.”  My  father 
obeyed,  and  by  the  clear  light  of  the  moon  (for 
it  was  then  night)  he  faw  a  fpacious  fquare, 
and  a  great  number  of  people  walking  under 
trees. 

(t  You  are  at  home,  Schafkar,”  faid  the  magi¬ 
cian,  his  guide,  “  for  the  palace  in  which  you  are 
is  paid.  See  the  large  court  of  your  capital  1  If 
any  one  think  of  oppofing  your  ele&ion  let  his 
chaftifement  be  my  care.  Let  us  have  fupper* 
To-morrow  morning  I  fhall  fee  what  is  doing 
here.” 

Next  morning  my  father  contemplated, 
from  a  window  of  the  palace,  a  people  and 
cuftoms  quite  new  to  him.  Being  alone,  and 
having  his  mind  much  engaged,  he  ate  little, 

and 
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and  waited  with  fome  impatience  the  return 
of  his  guide,  who  at  length  appeared. 

The  Maugraby  pretended  to  be  fatigued. 
**  Nothing  is  learned,”  faid  he,  u  without 
much  trouble.”  How  many  fprings  are 
fet  a  going  by  intrigue,  avarice,  and  hypocrify  ! 
The  combination  is  well  formed.  To-morrow 
facrifices  are  to  be  performed  to  Dagon,  and 
to  his  fon  Bil-il-fanam.  Next  day  the  bird 
will  be  confulted.  It  is  to  perch  upon  the 
head  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  who  is  then  to  be 
ele&ed  King  !” 

“  What  is  that  bird  \fy  faid  my  father.  <c  It 
is  a  Ter-il-bas  replied  the  Maugraby,, 
u  which  the  priefts  of  Dagon  have  been  in- 
flrudiing  fince  th&  death  of  the  late  King. 
They  have  fecretly  killed  its  mate,  which  the 
country  people  brought  the  other  day  in  cere¬ 
mony,  becaufe  it  was  not  tractable. 

“  It  is  the  duty  of  thefe  good  men  to  watch  the 
creature  day  and  night.  The  people  depend', 
upon  their  fidelity,  and  juftly,  for  they  are  as 
vigilant  as  they  can  be  j  but  they  overlook  one 
thing,  their  own  infatuation.— — Oh,  I  (hall 
avenge  Dagon  and  Bil ! — I  fhall  difconcert  that 
plan,  or  I  (hall  not  be  Maugraby  ! 

M  To-morrow,  my  prince,”  continued  he,. 

you  (hall  go  to  the  temple.  This  is  parti- 

*  A  fpeciea  of  peacock. 
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cularly  neceflary.  Dagon  mud  not  be  accuferf 
of  having  chofen  a  man  unknown  to  him. — 
You  (hall  fee  there  the  princes  of  Coree,  of 
Tunquin,  and  of  Cochinchina;  but  your  ap¬ 
pearance  fhal!  particularly  diftinguifh  you.— 
Ilage^Cadahe  {hall*  take  care  that  your  drefs 
and  attendants  be  fuitable.  For  my  own  part, 

I  (hall  not  be  at  the  ceremony ; — my  efforts 
will  be  neceflary  elfewhere.” 

Next  day  my  father  vifited  the  temple  of 
Dagon,  that  he  might  not  neglett  any  of  the 
counfels  of  his  guide.  He  faw,  accordingly, 
that  many  eyes  were  drawn  upon  him.  The 
priefts  omitted  nothing  to  render  the  diety  pro* 
pitious.  Bulls,  goats,  (beep,  doves,  and  fpar«- 
rows,  were  facrificed.  according  to  che  different 
claffes  of. the  people. 

On  feeing  the  crowd  of  facrifices,.and  hear¬ 
ing  the  prayers  which  the  chorus  addreffed  to 
Dagon  and  Bil-il-fanam*  one  would  have 
thought  that  it  a&ually  depended  upon  thefe 
dieties  what  monarch  fhould  next  day  be  clear¬ 
ed.  The  populace  indeed  did  think  fo.  My  father 
retired  full  of  hatred  and  chagrin,  at  fo  much 
hypocrify. 

His  affiduous  monitor  came  to  him.  “  You 
have  feen,”  faid  he,  “  what  is  doing.  To¬ 
morrow  all  the  facrificers  will  be  difappointed# 
when  they  fhall  fee  that  their  bird  has  forgot¬ 
ten  what  they  have  taught  it.  Be  firm,  and  do 

not*. 
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not  be  uneafy  at  any  thing  which  lhall  happen 
to  you.  I  (hall  be  near  you,  to  guard  you  againft 
every  danger.  At  any  rate  you  may  depend 
upon  the  little  Megine.” 

The  time  of  ele&ion  at  length  arrived.  A 
'  very  high  altar  was  erected  in  the  middle  of 
the  great  court  of  Nantka.  Several  ranges  of 
(lairs,  capable  of  containing  about  a  thoufand 
people,  were  placed  around. 

The  Grand  Vizier,  his  inferior  officers* 
princes,  emirs,  and  mod  refpe£lable  perfons 
of  the  (late,  filled  the  places  which  were  near- 
eft  the  altar.  The  priefts,  who  ferved,  were 
employed  in  the  juries  of  their  office. 

The  Ter-il-bas,  ft  ill  under  the  eye  of-  the 
country  people  who  had  brought  it  to  town, 
was  kept  in  a  gilt  cage,  covered  with  garlands 
of  flowers.  The  air  was  almoft  darkened  with 
perfumes.. 

All  on  a  fudden  the  found  of  facred  trum¬ 
pets  announced  that  Dagon  and  Bil  were  now 
to  reveal  their  choice.  The  high  prieft  ad* 
vanced  towards  the  cage,,  to  open  the  door  to 
the  infpired  Ter-il-bas. 

The  bird  no  fooner  faw  its  prifon  half  open¬ 
ed  than  it  burft  through,  and  darting  againft 
the  face  of  the  principal  facrifieer,  (truck  him 
with  its  bill  and  its  .wings,  and  then  mounted 
into  the  air. 

It- 
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It  defcended  again,  and  flying  around,  al- 
mod  touched  thofe  who  were  feated  on  the 
Foremoft  galleries.  It  feemed,  all  the  while, 
to  be  deliberating,  and  fixing  its  choice.  Af¬ 
ter  fhooting  to  a  didance,  it  came  back  and 
performed  the  fame  round  over  the  farthed 
galleries,  appearing  to  examine  and  fearch, 
without  finding  what  it  wanted. 

The  people  were  amazed  at  the  motions  of 
the  Ter-il-bas.  The  prieds  were  confounded. 
The  high  pried,  and  the  Grand  Vizier,  were 
unable  to  remain  upon  their  feats  for  anxiety. 
They  often  rofe,  and  tedified  to  each  other 
their  aftonifhment,  by  figns. 

My  father  was  Handing  behind  the  dairs. — 
The  Ter-il-bas,  at  a  certain  height,  hovered 
for  fome  time  around  his  head.  The  young 
miniders  of  the  altar,  who  were  fent  to  follow 
the  bird,  and  obferve  its  movements,  made 
many  efforts  to  drive  it  off,  and  force  it  to_ 
alight  nearer  the  altar  ;  but  it  did  not  obey 
their  figns..  All  on  a  fudden,  coming  to  a  de¬ 
termination,  it  perched  upon  my  father’s 
head,  and  fpread  its  wings  and  tail. 

The  exclamations  of  the  people  were  exceed¬ 
ed  only  by  thofe  of  the  priefts  and  Viziers.— 
The  officers  dill  endeavoured  to  make  it  quit 
its  hold  ;  but  it  kept  clofe  upon  him. 

My  father’s  turban  was  thrown  off,  and  the 

bird 
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bird  forced  to  remove  ;  but  it  foared  aloft,  and 
returned  to  alight  on  his  bare  head.  Then 
twenty  arms  were  raifed  to  fright  it  away.  The 
people  exclaimed — "  This  is  the  King  whom 
Dagon  has  given  us!  It  is  falfe  !  It  is  falfe  !” 
cried  the  pricfts  and  the  minifters  of  the  altar, 
difperfing  themfelves  among  the  crowd. 

One  of  them  approached  my  father.  i(  You 
are  not  known,”  faid  he.  ((  To  what  country 
of  China  do  you  belong  ?” 

<(  I  do  not  belong,”  anfwered  my  father,  to 
any  country  of  China  ;  I  am  a  Perfian.” 

M  A  Perfian  !  A  Perfian  !”  replied  ten  or 
twelve  voices  at  once  :  let  the  report  be 
fpread  among  the  people  ;  Dagon  could  not 
chufe  a  ftranger  for  our  King ;  there  muft 
be  fome  impofture  here.”  The  bird  had  dis¬ 
appeared  5  my  father  had  taken  up  his  cap, 
and  a  crowd  was  gathering  around  him,  when 
Maugraby  appeared. 

"  Let  us  retire  into  your  palace,”  faid  he  to 
him ;  there  are  fome  people  here  who  grow 
warm.  You  are  evidently  elected  by  Dagon  and 
his  fon  Bill  *,  and  by  Dagon  and  his  fon  you 
(hall  be  King,  or  I  lhall  no  longer  be  Maugraby. 

•c  I  will  let  thefe  people  know  what  danger 
they  run  by  employing  the  name  of  the  gods 
to  give  credit  to  their  frauds,  and  by  oppofing 
the  evident  intention  of  thofe  whom  they 
have  profefled  to  invoke.  They  are  falfe,  de¬ 
ceitful 
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ceitful,  avaricious,  hypocritical,  and  difobe- 
dient ;  they  have  fold  themfelves  to  an  ambi¬ 
tious  man.  I  will  difturb  their  trade  a  little. 
Be  not,  my  dear  King,  (for  fuch  you  are) 
aftonifhed  at  any  thing  which  may  happen  to 
you  ;  but  be  aflured  that  every  thing  will  turn 
out  to  the  utter  confufion  of  your  enemies.,,  • 

:  My  father  remained  in  his  palace ;  but  he 
obferved,  during  the  day,  many  people  who 
had  the  appearance  of  rambling  about  with  an 
dnquifitive  air.  Next  day,  before  he  was  two 
hours  out  of  bed,  he  faw  a  troop  of  armed 
men  come  and  furround  his  abode.  A  minif- 
ter  of  juftice  entered,  and  fpoke  to  him  in  a 
threatening  tone.  (t  Vile  ftranger  !  criminal 
magician  !  execrable  author  of  facrilege  1  You 
are  to  be  dragged  to  a  dungeon  ;  and  torture 
(hall  make  you  confefs  your  crimes.”  He  was 
inftantly  carried  away. 

The  reafon  of  this  violence  was,  that  the 
priefts  having  gone  to  the  temple,  at  the  ufual 
hour,  had  found  the  ftatues  of  Dagon  and 
of  Bil-il-fanam  overturned,  and  broken  in 
pieces.  They  ran  in  great  terror,  and  gave  an 
.  account  of  it  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  who  had 
aflembled  the  Divan  at  his  houfe. 

The  chief  prieft  having  there  related  what 
had  happened,  the  crime  was  unanimoufly 
imputed  to  the  Perfian,  whofe  forceries  had 
diflurbed  the  flight  of  the  Tcr-il-baSj  and  who 

had, 
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had,  by  the  afliftance  of  magic,  got  into  the 
temple,  that  he  might  add  a  glaring  facrilege 
to  his  other  impieties.- 

A  confultation  was  immediately  held;  it 
was  refolved  that  the  ftranger  (hould  be  thrown 
into  a  dungeon,  and  the  Vizier  returned  to 
his  apartment,  to  get  ready  a  fealed  order  for 
committing  him  to  the  flames  on  the  following 
day. 

-  He  fat  down  on  his  fofa  of  ftate,  and  order¬ 
ed  his  pipe,  which  refembled  a  fmall  adder  in 
enamell,  to  be  brought  him,  bathing  at  the 
fame  time  in  fnow  water,  contained  in  a  mag¬ 
nificent  vafe  of  rock  cryftal.  When  he  was 
about  to  fmoke,  an  u(her  prefented  to  him  the 
pen  and  ink,  that  he  might  fign  the  fentence 
which  condemned  the  ftrange  magician  to  be 
burnt.  He  plunged  the  pen  very  deep,  that  it 
might  be  the  better  filled  with  ink,  and  having 
drawn  it  out,  figned  the  fentence ;  but  the  cha- 
raefers  inftead  of  being  black  were  of  a  bright 
red.  He  was  feized  with  terror,  and  involun¬ 
tary  emptied  the  inkholder,  which  was  full  of 
chicken’s  blood,  upon  the  writing  and  his  own 
fleeve.  <c  O  heavens  !”  cried  he,  “  this  is  ano¬ 
ther  trick  of  the  pretended  Perfian ;  (hall  we 
never  have  an  end  of  them  ?”  fo  faying,  he 
went  away  to  change  his  robe.  > 

The  ufher,  full  of  aftonifhment,  remained  be¬ 
hind  with  the  paper  and  inkholder  in  his 

hand. 
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hand,  and  with  his  face  turned  towards  the 
door  of  the  chamber  where  the  Vizier  had 
entered.  The  latter  returned  in  a  little,  to 
fmoke  his  pipe,  being  impelled  by  the  force  of 
a  powerful  habit,  which  got  the  better  of  his 
diftrefs.  The  table  of  fandal  wood,  inlaid  with 
fapphire  and  emeralds,  the  vefiel  of  rock  chryf- 
tal,  and  the  little  adder  had  difappeared. 

The  ulher  was  ftill  in  the  fame  attitude,  hold¬ 
ing  the  bloody  inkholder  and  paper  in  his  hand : 
K  What  are  you  doing  with  that  ?”  faid  the 
Vizier  ;  “  throw  that  (luff  into  the  fire.” 

The  uflier  turned  about  to  go  out : — 
ft  ftop,”  faid  the  minifter,  “  where  are  my 
table  and  pipe  ?”  “  I  know  nothing  about 

them/*  anfwered  the  ulher.  <f  Where  then,” 
replied  he,  “  are  the  canopy,  the  fofa,  and 
the  footftool  ?”  “  There  is  fome  perfon  here 

who  takes  away  your  furniture,  Sir ;  for  my 
part,  I  tremble  for  fear.** 

((  O  Dagon  !  O  Bill !*’  cried  the  Vizier, 
<(  what  fituation  are  we  in  !  I  am  going  to  lay 
myfelf  on  my  bed.  Inform  the  members  of 
the  divan  to  afiemble  here  early  to-morrow ; 
let  the  high  prieft,  and  the  four  chiefs  of  the 
colleges  of  priefts  be  prefent ;  we  are  in  a  very 
extraordinary,  perhaps  dangerous  fituation.” 

While  the  minifter  was  thus  diftrefled, 
my  father  was  enjoying  his  cafe  at  his 
'exjpence.  He  had  been  thrown  upon  fome  - 

half 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


205 

half  rotten  ftraw  in  a  dungeon,  apart  from  all 
the  reft,  and  fituated  in  a  corner  of  the  prifon 
court.  A  flave  belonging  to  the  jailer  had 
there  left  him  an  earthen  veflel  full  of  water, 
and  a  bit  of  mouldy  bread,  upon  a  block  of 
wood  half  confumed,  which  ferved  him  for  a 
table.  This  forry  apparatus  could  not  offend 
the  eyes  of  the  prifoner,  for  he  was  drowfy 
when  he  entered  the  dungeon,  and  fcarcely 
was  he  laid  on  the  ftraw  when  he  fell  afleep. 

When  he  awaked,  he  was  conveniently  feat- 
ed  on  the  Grand  Vizier’s  fofa  of  ftate ;  his 
arms  were  fupported  by  cufhions  of  down  5 
over  his  head  was  a  canopy  embroidered  in 
the  moft  fplendid  manner  ;  and  his  feet  refted 
upon  a  footftool,  covered  with  the  richeft  ta- 
peftry.  Before  him  lay  the  pipe,  upon  the 
table  inlaid  with  faphire  $  a  golden  pot,  fmok- 
ing  with  fweet  odours,  was  by  his  fide ;  a 
Chinefe  pagoda,  eight  inches  high,  conftituted 
the  pendant  of  this  jewel. 

“  Prince,”  faid  the  little  pagoda  to  him, 
with  a  voice  that  feemed  to  refemble  the  found 
of  a  bell,  M  do  you  not  recollect  me  under 
this  appearance  ?  I  am  Megine,  the  little  fer- 
vant  of  your  benefactor  Maugraby.  You  have 
been  put  in  prifon,  and  he  has  fent  me  to  con- 
fole  you,  and  to  furnifh  your  apartment  at  the 
expence  of  the  Vizier,  your  greateft  enemy. 
Smoke  his  pipe,  there  it  is  >  it  is  full  of  the 
Vol.  IV.  S  moft 
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moil  delicious  opium  which  the  Bramins  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges  can  prepare ;  he 
ufes  it  for  procuring  agreeable  dreams.  But 
at  prefent,  my  mailer  referves  to  himfclf 
the  care  of  his  dreams. .  You  are  upon  his  fofa 
of  ilate  ;  and  to  divert  you,  I  here  offer  you 
the  choice  of  whatever  he  poffeffes,  including 
even  his  women.” 

My  father  thanked  the  pagoda ;  *(  your 
mailer,”  faid  he,  “  deftines  for  me  a  charming 
fpoufe,  to  whom  I  have  given  my  heart,  and 
I  wifh  for  no  other  woman.  But  tell  me, 
what  am  I  accufed  of,  that  I  am  thus  put  in 
prifon  ?” 

<r  My  mailer,”  replied  the  pagoda,  <(  in 
order  to  terrify  your  enemies,  has  overturned 
the  idols  of  the  country,  and  it  is  fuppofed 
that  this  is  the  effect  of  your  forcery. 
See  how  good  they  are  here  !  You  would  be 
burnt  to-morrow,  if  my  mailer  did  not  pre¬ 
vent  it ;  remember  this  when  you  are  King. — 
All  the  evil  which  they  can  do  you  is  to  put 
you  in  prifon ;  but  you  fhall  want  nothing 
there,  for  I  am  obedient  to  your  commands. 
You  fhall  not  long  be  detained ;  we  will  go 
from  hence  this  night,  to  return  to  your  palace.” 

My  father,  on  hearing  the  difeourfe  of  the 
little  pagoda,  was  greatly  encouraged,  and 
wifhed  to  propofe  fome  queftions  to  it,  with 
refpeft  to  Maugraby. 
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^  I  am  ordered.  Sir,”  anfwered  it,  tf  to 
gratify  your  wifhes  in  every  thing ;  but  I  am 
fo  young  that  you  muft  be  better  acquainted 
with  my  mafter  than  I  am,  and  I  can  fay 
nothing  about  him.  Can  any  one  put  ferious 
queftions  to  a  puppet  like  me  ?  I  was  given  to 
my  mafter,  and  I  ferve  him  with  fidelity  ;  lie 
treats  me  with  kindncfs,  and  this  is  all  I 
know.  ” 

My  father  could  not  help  fufpefting  that 
there  was  more  malice  in  the  pagoda  than  it 
vvifhed  to  difcover ;  but  only  one  ftep  more 
was  wanting  to  afcend  the  throne,  and  poflefis 
the  mod  beautiful  princefs  upon  earth  j  what 
a  temptation  for  a  barber’s  fon,  who  was  only 
eighteen  years  of  age  ! 

I  have  heard  him  relate,  to  my  grandfather, 
the  little  druggies  wdiich  he  then  felt  within 
himfelf.  He  gave  over  talking  with  the  pagoda, 
and,  in  order  to  divert  his  attention,  alked  for 
fomething  to  eat.  When  night  wras  come,  the 
pagoda  faid  to  him,  (f  fet  me  upon  your  hand  j 
wifli  to  be  tranfported  to  your  palace,  and  we 
fhall  inftantly  be  there.” 

My  father  was  carried  to  his  bed,  where 
he  fell  into  a  profound  deep,  from  which  he 
had  not  awaked  when  Maugraby  approached 
his  pillow. 

“  I  am  come,”  faid  he,  u  to  give  you  an 
account  of  what  has  paffed  in  the  divaif,  and 
•  S  2  of 


208  ARABIAN  TALES. 

of  the  refolutions  which  have  been  entered  in¬ 
to.  When  the  Grand  Vizier  came  there, 
every  thing  was  in  confulion.  The  jailer  of 
the  prifon  gave  an  account  of  two  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  fa£ls,  for  the  truth  of  which  he 
produced  many  witnefles. 

“  In  the  morning,  when  he  intended  to 
bring  you  a  loaf,  and  fupply  your  veflel  with 
water,  the  dungeon  was  not  to  be  found  ; 
there  was  only  an  old  liable  perfectly  open. — 
Thirty  men  were  there  tied,  like  fo  many  af- 
fes,  by  halters  'to  the  manger,  which  was  all 
around  ;  and  they  were  fleeping  upon  fome 
bad  litter,  with  their  chief  at  their  head. 

“  The  jailer  was  under  the  neceflity  of  em¬ 
ploying  extraordinary  means  to  awake  them. — 
Being  unable  either  to  untie  or  break  the  hal¬ 
ters,  he  was  obliged  to  cut  them  5  and  when  the 
alTes  flood  up,  they  were  found  to  be  the 
guard  who  had  been  fent  to  take  pafieflion  of 
your  houfe,  and  who  had  left  it  with  empty 
hands  and  belly,  not  knowing  how,  and  very 
much  againll  their  inclination.” 

“  Thefe  people  are  mad,”  faid  fome ; 
t(  they  lie,”  faid  others  1  u  what  probability 
is  there,”  faid  the  chief  prieft  to  the  Grand 
Vizier,  f<  that  a  dungeon  Ihould  be  robbed  ?  ' 
Was  fuch  a  thing  ever  heard  of?  A  dungeon 
too,  whofe  walls  are  ten  feet  thick.” 
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u  My  pipe,”  faid  the  Grand  Vizier,  “  was 
dolen  from  before  my  very  eyes,  together  with 
my  inlaid  table,  my  fofa  of  date,  the  foot- 
dool  thereof,  the  canopy,  and  two  of  the 
fineft  down  pillows  in  all  China.” 

«  And  why  don’t  you  crucify  your  flaves 
who  have  robbed  you  ?”  faid  the  pried:. 

«  It  would  be  a  very  proper  dep,  forfooth, 
to  chaftife  my  flaves  for  tricks  which  are  play¬ 
ed  us  by  a  perfidious  magician  !  You  do  not 
believe  the  po-wer  of  magic,  but  impute  every 
extraordinary  event  to  fecrets  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture  with  your  own.  For  my  part  I  tell  you 
that  the  fame  Perfian  who-feduced  your  Ter-il- 
bas,  tumbled  down  your  gods,  tranfported  a. 
whole  troop  from  one  end  of  the  city  to  the 
other,  from  a  palace  to  a  prifon,  has  robbed  the 
dungqon,  as  well  as  ftolen  my  pipe.  'You 
boaft  of  not  being  credulous ;  but  I  confider 
incredulity  to  be  fometimes  a  misfortune* 
efpecially  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  the  prefent, 
when  we  are  perfecuted  by  a  villain  of  abili¬ 
ties,  who,  after  having  tied  our  foldiers  like 
afies,  is  perhaps  contriving  to  muzzle  us  like- 
bears.” 

((  But  what  remedy  can  we  have  for  that  ?” 
faid  the  prieft,  daggered  by  this  readying. 
“  We  will  find  it,”  faid  the  Vizier,  “  by 
fearching  the  archieves.  Formerly  this 
country  was  afflicted  by  an  inchanter,  and  re- 
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courfe  was  had  to  ceremonies,  the  rites  of 
which  will  be  found  either  in  our  repofitories 
©r  yours.” 

<£  What  per fiiades  me  that  there  is  nothing 
divine  in  what  has  happened,  is  that  a  divinity 
would  not  amufe  himfelf  with  dealing  a  pipe, 
and  it  is  much  more  the  aftion  of  an  impiou3 
magician  to  attack  the  divinities  in  the  temple 
where  they  are  worlhipped.  This  is  my  opi¬ 
nion.” 

tt  The  high  pried  was  obliged  to  agree  to 
the  reafons  of  the  Vizier,  and  promifed  to 
perfuade  the  college  of  pxieds  inftantly  to  fet 
about  making  a  fearch  in  the  archives.  Both 
©f  them  communicated  their  intention  to  the 
three  other  Viziers,  and  then-to  the  aflembly  ; 
after  which- the  divan  broke  up. 

(C  Such,  my  dear  fovereign,  is  the  plan  of 
defence  meditated  by  our  enemies.  I  do  not 
think  it  dangerous,  and  it  will  be  defeated  be¬ 
fore  they  have  collected  the  means  of  putting 
it  in  execution.  Be  not  furprifed  that  I  leave 
you  in  the  evening  *,  1  will,  be  fighting  for  you 
the  whole  night.” 

Maugraby  ceafed  to  fpeak.  As  foon  as  the 
four  Viziers  were  in  bed,  he  caufed  them  to  be 
tranfported,  by  fpirits  fubjeft  to  the  power  of 
his  little  ring,  to  the  highed  fummit  of  Mount 
Gaucafus.  They  were  naked,  placed  oppofite 
to  one  another,  and  fixed  to  dakes.  They  had 
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bo  light,  except  a  faint  glimmering,  which 
made  them  appear  to  one  another  of  a  livid 
colour ;  and  the  pains  to  which  they  were  fub- 
je£ted  foon  made  them  fo  in  reality.  They  were 
awaked  by  a  violent  wind,  charged  with  the 
bitter  frofts  of  the  north.  *  An  enchantment 
defended  them  from  the  (broke  of  death,  and 
at  the  fame  time  made  them  feel  its  agonies. 

Suddenly  Maugraby  appeared  in  the  midft  of 
them,  in  a  dazzling  form.  “  Do  you  know 
me  ?  wretched  criminals  !  I  am  Bil-il-fanam, 
fon  of  your  god  Dagon.  You  wifhed  to  be 
King  then  ?  (aid  he  to  the  firft  Vizier  :  your 
avaricious  colleagues  would  have  (hared  with 
you  the  authority  as  well  as  the  riches  of  your 
predeceflor.  You  have  refufed  the  King  whom 
we  chofe ;  and  I  have  broken  my  image  and 
that  of  my  father  :  we  will  withdraw  from  a- 
mong  a  people  whom  you  have  corrupted  :  (lay 
here,  flagitious  wretches,  till  your  ambition 
and  avarice  are  cooled.”  He  then  difappear- 
ed,  and  left  them  a  prey  to  fear  and  remorfe. 
The  magician  foon  after  carried  away  the  high 
pried  and  the  chiefs  of  the  colleges  of  priefls, 
and  tranfported  them  to  the  burning  fands  of 
Lybia. 

They  were  likewife  naked,  bound,  and  ex> 
pofed  to  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun,  which 
would  foon  have  killed  them,  if  they  had  been 
fupported  by  the  force  of  nature  alone ;  but 
hepreferved  their  life,  that  they  might  endure 
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greater  torments,  and  appeared  to  them  in  like 
manner  as  he  had  appeared  to  the  Viziers. 
M  Wicked  minifter  of  our  altars,  you  offer  fa- 
crifices  to  me  and  my  father,  only  that  you 
may  make  yourfelves  fat  with  the  fiefh  of  the 
victims.  You  call  yourfelves  the  organ  of  our 
will,  and  yet  you  dare  to  oppofe  it  :  you  fell 
the  fuffrage  of  an  animal,  whofe  inftineb  you 
have  corrupted.  Hypocrites  !  Sluggards  !  No¬ 
torious  cheats  !  I  will  rafe  our  temples  to  the 
foundation,  that  ye  may  no  longer  find  a  re¬ 
treat  in  them  :  feek  not  henceforth  to  gain  re- 
fpeef  in  our  name ;  know  that  die  man  who  is 
wrorthy  of  us  is  no  where  a  ft  ranger.” 

The  priefts  fent  forth  dreadful  howlings ;  but 
their  tongue  being  dried  up,  and  cleaving  to 
the  roof  of  their  mouth,  they  could  not  articu¬ 
late  a  fingle  word. 

When  Maugraby  had  chaftifed  as  he  had  a 
mind  thofe  whofe  wills  it  was  of  importance 
to  him  to  bring  under  fubje&ion,  he  con¬ 
cluded  the  horrible  vifion  (for  with  them  the 
whole  feemed  a  vifion)  which  he  had  pro¬ 
cured  to  them.  Their  bodies  had  not  been 
out  of  their  beds,  and  yet  they  bore  the  im- 
prelTion  of  the  fufferings  which  they  had  en¬ 
dured.  The  (kin  of  the  firft  was  cracked  with 
the  feverity  of  the  cold,  and  that  of  the  fecond 
appeared  to  have  palled  over  burning  coals. 

After 
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After  thefe  fufFerings,  they  were  again  plun¬ 
ged  into  deep  fleep.  Sufficient  drength  mud 
be  redored  to  them,  that  they  might  go  and 
communicate  to  one  another  the  effe£t  which 
their  frightful  catadrophe  had  produced  uport 
their  minds.  When  they  had  confulted  toge¬ 
ther,  they  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that 
the  high  pried  ffiould  addrefs  the  aflembly  in 
thefe  words : 

“  Potentates,  Princes,  Emirs,  and  lawyers 
who  compofe  this  aflembly,  we  did  wrong  in 
rejecting  the  marked  choice  which  our  gods 
had  made  of  a  dranger  to  reign  over  us.  They 
have  tedified  their  anger  againd  us,  by  over¬ 
turning  their  own  datues  5  they  have  threaten¬ 
ed  us  in  particular,  and  have  predicted  dread¬ 
ful  calamities  to  you  and  to  us,  if  we  delay  one 
moment  to  fubmit  to  their  will.  Tliofe  won¬ 
ders  which  frightened  you  proceeded  from 
them.  Let  us  guard  againd  calling  forth  their 
terrible  vengeance  ;  let  us  feek  for  the  dranger 
whom  they  have  given  us  for  a  King,  and  the 
hufband  they  have  dedined  for  the  daughter  of 
our  ancient  monarch.” 

At  the  very  moment  when  the  high  pried 
had  done  fpeaking,  word  was  brought  to  the 
divan  that  the  Ter-il-bas  had  appeared  over  my 
father’s  houfe,  and  was  wheeling  round  it.  The 
people,  who  were  aflembled,  wondered  at  this 
prodigy,  and  were  beginning  to  murmur,  when 
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they  faw  the  whole  divan  coming  in  a  body, 
bringing  the  fceptre  and  the  crown  to  the  per- 
fon  whom  they  defired  for  a  King.  I  pafs 
over  the  account  of  this  unexpedfed  corona¬ 
tion,  and  the  ceremonies  of  my  father’s  mar¬ 
riage,  becaufe  I  am  lefs  acquainted  with  them 
than  with  fome  other  particulars  which  have 
been  a  hundred  times  related  to  me.  When 
they  were  finifhed,  Maugraby  difappeared, 
having  previoufly  put  my  father  in  mind  of 
their  mutual  engagements. 

My  mother  became  pregnant,'  and  I  know 
that  my  father  wept  over  me  at  my  birth,  when 
he  called  to  mind  the  fatal  engagement  into 
which  he  had  entered. 

My  father,  though  a  barber’s  fon,  was 
early  prepared  for  his  great  fortune,  and  al¬ 
lowed  not  himfclf  to  be  dazzled  with  its  fplen- 
dour.  He  engaged  in  war,  and  conducted  it 
with  glory  :  his  government  was  equitable  ;  in 
fhort,  he  was  beloved  by  his  fubjeOs. 

"When  he  faw  himfclf  well  eftablifhed  in 
their  opinion,  dreaded  by  his  enemies,  and  re- 
fpe£ted  throughout  his  dominions,  he  deferred 
not  the  confola'tion  of  fending  for  my  grandfa¬ 
ther,  and  difpatched  an  ambafiador  iilto  Perlia 
to  claim  him  from  the  fovereign. 

The  embafly  was  well  received  j  my  grand¬ 
father  and  grand-mother  were  not  too  old  to 
be  afraid  of  the  long  journey  ;  their  friend  the 
,  aifrologer 
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aftrologer  allured  them  that  they  would  be  very 
fortunate*  and  engaged  to  accompany  them 
himfelf.  He  was  farther  advanced  in  age  than 
they  were  ;  but  he  had  continued  a  widower, 
and  had  no  family.  They  all  therefore  fet  out 
for  Nantaka. 

Nothing  would  now  have  been  wanting  to 
complete  my  father  and  mother’s  happinefs,  if 
the  engagement  entered  into  with  Maugraby, 
concerning  me,  had  not  difturbed  their  repofe. 
They  had  no  other  children,  and  they  were 
powerful, and  refpe£fed,and  furrounded  by  every 
thing  which  was  doareft  to  them  upon  earth. 

I  was  eight  years  old  when  my  family  were 
thus  aflembled'.  So  much  was  I  beloved  by  my 
father  and  mother,- that  they  took  pleafure  in 
inftrudting  me  themfelves.  I  was  along  with 
them  when  the  former  gave  the  old  aftrologer 
a  particular  account  of  what  Maugraby  had  re¬ 
quired  of  him,  as  the  condition  of  eftablilliing 
him  on  the  throne.  This  afllidling  circum- 
ftance  he  had  concealed  from  my  grand-fa- . 
ther,  that  it  might  not  trouble  his  repofe. 

“  I  perceive,”  faid  my  father  to  his  old 
friend,  how  rafh  my  condu<Sl  has  been  :  but 
the  purie  which  I  received,  and  which  during 
our  journey  appeared  inexhauftibie,  I  then 
perceived  to  be  almolt  empty,  and  I  was  at 
the  foot  of  the  wall  which  it  was  neceffary 

for  me  to  leap  over  in  order  to  be  King.  If  I 
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wifhed  to  enjoy  the  fortune  to  which  I  was 
called  by  the  fates,  it  feemed  to  me  impoflible 
to  draw  back.  You  yourfelf,  my  friend,  would 
not  have  .advifed  me  to  do  fo.” 

«  It  was  then  too  late  to  alk  my  advice,” 
faid  the  aftrologer.  “  You  fhouI<J  have  come 
to  me  when  the  fpirit,  whom  you  faw  when 
bathing,  and  who  gave  you  the  purfe,  bid  you 
undertake  the  journey.  I  would  have  taken 
the  purfe,  examined  it  by  my  hour  glafs,  and 
difcovered  from  whom  it  came.  My  predic¬ 
tion  concerning  you  was  certain  :  evil  fpirits 
have  been  informed  of  it,  and  it  is  probable 
that  you  have  fallen  into  the  fnares  which  they 
have  fpread  to  lead  you  aftray. 

t{  But  give  me  that  purfe ;  I  confider  it 
as  fufpicious,  fince  it  was  always  full  while  you 
advanced  to  the  wall,  and  would  have  been 
empty  if  you  had  determined  to  go  back.  I 
will  examine  it  according  to  the  rules  of  my 
fcience,  and  we  will  confult  concerning  the 
means  of  delivering  your  fon,  if  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  wickednefs,  of  which  1  have  difcovered 
a  little,  has  not  already  rendered  them  fruitlefs. 

“  O  Schalkar  !  Schalkar !”  faid  the  good  allro- 
loger,  “  fhould  you  have  fet  out  without  bidding 
farewell  to  your  parents,  and  to  me,  who  loved 
you  fo  fincerely  ?  Should  you  have  run  like  a 
madman  in  queft  of  a  throne  which  was  to  coft 
you  fo  dear  ?”  » 

This 
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This  difcourfe  made  my  father  burfl:  into 
tears.  I  threw  myfelf  into  his  arms,  to  com¬ 
fort  him  by  my  cardies  ;  hut  they  only  tended 
to  increafe  his  grief.  My  mother  joined  us, 
and  mingled  her  tears  with  thofe  of  her  huf- 
band. 

The  aftrologer  faid  every  thing  he  could  to 
calm  their  minds,  and,  having  received  the 
purfe,  went  to  his  laboratory,  to  wait  the  fa¬ 
vourable  hour  for  his  labour.  But,  alas  !  he 
got  no  information  but  what  was  truly  mourn¬ 
ful,  and  might  well  alarm  my  alFe&ionate  pa- 
•  rents. 

“  Maugraby,”  faid  he  to  them,  “  is  the  mod 
powerful  and  dangerous  magician  upon  the 
earth.  The  child  has  been  delivered  to  him 
in  the  name  of  Mahomet ;  it  is  impoflible  to 
prevent  the  effect  of  the  agreement ;  and  the 
greateft  danger  is  run  by  irritating  the  formi¬ 
dable  perfon  with  whom  it  is  made.  You  fee 
how  he  has  treated  your  enemies.  But  you 
are  not  forbidden  to  circumcife  your  fon,  which 
you  have  not  yet  done,  and  to  recommend  him 
with  your  whole  heart,  to  the  care  of  Maho¬ 
met,  when  his  dangerous  mailer  comes  to  de¬ 
mand  him.  The  great  prophet  will  not  for- 

fake  him  :  his  own  friends  he  will  refcue  from 

. 

the  bottom  of  the  deep.’7 

As  my  father  reigned  over  idolaters,  I  was 
privately  circumciled  by  my  grandfather,  and 
Vol.  IV.  T  my 
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my  family  were  fomewhat  more  at  eafe  re¬ 
garding  me. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  advanced  in  years,  fur- 
rounded  by  a  family  whofe  whole  attention 
was  employed  on  my  inftruftion.  As  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  profit  by-their  care,  I  may  venture 
to  fay,  that  I  gave  them  very  good  hopes  of  my 
*  progrefs.  But  death  deprived  me  of  my  in- 
ftru&ors,  one  after  another  *,  at  twelve  years  of 
age,  I  loft  my  grandfather  and  the  aftrologer, 
and  at  thirteen,  my  grandmother.  At  length, 
at  the  age  of  fourteen,  we  faw  Maugraby  ar¬ 
rive. 

I  could  not  conceal  from  the  monfter  the 
throbbing  which  I  felt  at  my  heart  in  his  pre¬ 
fence.  My  father,  who  had  been  accuftomed* 
to  reftrain  his  feelings,  gave  him  as  gracious 
a  reception  as  polfible.  Could  it  be  believed, 
that  the  barbarous  villain  pretended  to  be  de¬ 
ceived  by  this  kindnefs,  and  that  my  father  and 
I  met  with  nothing  but  carefles  from  him  ? 

He  came  on  horfeback,  leading  another 
more  beautiful  fteed  for  me,  carried  me  away, 
and  ferved  me  as  groom.  Thefe  attentions 
fomewhat  encouraged  my  father  and  mother  \ 
they  embraced  me,  and  we  parted.  My  guide 
advanced  before  me,  and  we  went  from  the 
city  without  exchanging  a  word.  When  we 
were  got  to  a  folitary  place,  I  perceived  my 
horfe  fuddenly  difappear  under  me,  and  I  fell 

to 
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to  the  earth,  upon  my  feet.  Maugraby  flood 
before  me,  and  flared  at  me  with  thofe  eyes 
which  you  know  he  has  when  he  is  enraged. 

I  was  feized  with  terror,  and  cried  out :  he 
gave  me  a  very  terrible  blow. 

“  What  !’*  faid  he,  <c  dofl  thou  cry  ?  Art 
not  thou  circumcifed  ?  What  hall  thou  to  fear 
with  me  ?”  At  the  fame  time  he  took  me  by 
the  neck,  and  put  me  under  his  arm,  like  a  bun¬ 
dle  of  cotton.  I  perceived  myfelf  carried  away 
with  an  amazing  rapidity,  and  at  lafl  thrown  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain,  into  the  fame  water 
into  which  he  had  plunged  you. 

Under  his  arm  I  was  as  light  as  a  feather  $ 
but,  in  my  defcent,  I  was  heavier  than  lead, 
and  I  felt  my  whole  body  much  bruifed  by  the 
fall.  • 

He  took  me  up  half  dead,  flretched  me  up¬ 
on  the  grafs,  and  having  made  his  ufual  fumi¬ 
gations,  at  lafl  brought  me  to  this  place.  As 
it  mull  be  difagreeable  both  to  you  and  me,  I 
will  give  a  very  fhort  account  of  the  pains  the 
monfter  ufed  for  eight  days,  to  reflore  me  to 
life*,  of  which  his  cruelty  had  almofl  totally 
deprived  me. 

He  flept  upon  a  mat  by  my  fide,  watched 
me,  and  fupplied  all  my  wants.  He  could,  I 
know,  have  cured  me  in  a  moment  of  all  the 
wounds  which  he  had  defignedly  given  me  t 
but  he  let  my  fufterings  continue,  that  he 
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might  appear  concerned  to  relieve  them,  and 
that,  being  deceived  by  attentions  in  appear¬ 
ance  fo  affectionate*  I  might  believe  whatever 
he  was  about  to  fay  of  his  attachment  to  me. 

I  have  heard  his  tricks  fo  exactly  deferibed, 
that  I  can  add  nothing  to  the  picture  of  them 
which  has  been  already  given.  By  means  of 
them  he  brought  me  to  fufpeCt  that  he  was  not 
altogether  wrong  in  the  treatment  which  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  him,  and  that  I  would  have  met 
with  nothing  but  kindnefs  from  him,  if  my 
father,  aflifted  by  a  geomancer,  had  not  per¬ 
formed  fome  works  upon  my  body  which  were 
necefiary  to  be  renewed. 

“  The  barber's  fon  whom  I  made  King,” 
faid  he,  fpeaking  of  my  father,  “  has  been 
very  ungrateful,  inhuman,  and  audacious 
to  prefume  to  labour  againft  me  his  bene¬ 
factor.  He  wifhed  to  deprive  me  of  a  fon 
whom  it  coft  me  fo  much  labour  to  acquire : 
for  you  are  indeed  Yamalladdin  the  fon  of  the 
Princefs  of  Katay,  but  you  are  not  the  grand- 
fon  of  a  vile  mechanic.  You  are  my  fon, 
thanks  to  the  ftars  f  and  thofe  who  wifhed  to 
deprive  you  of  your  right  to  a  ftation  far  fupe- 
rior  to  that  of  kings  fliall  anfwer  to  me  for 
their  conduCt.” 

Thus  did  he  endeavour  to  extinguifh  the 
feelings  of  nature  in  my  breaft,  expeCting  that 
he  would  find  opportunities  of  eradicating  the 
-  prin- 
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principles  which  had  been  implanted  in  me,, 
and  of  reducing  me  to  complete  fubje&ion 
to  himfelf. 

When  I  had  recovered,  he  led  me  into  all 
the  enchantments  which  he  has  made  known 
to  you,  and  admitted  me  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  pretended  privileges  of  a  child  of  the  fami¬ 
ly.  When  he  thought  I  was  grown  perfectly 
familiar  with  him,  he  put  into  my  hands  thofe 
books,  the  ftudy  of  which  he  has  recom¬ 
mended  to  you.  I  read  them  with  eagernefs, 
and  was  the  more  anxious  to  underftand  them,, 
that  they  inftru£led  me  in  fecrets  which  I  was 
greatly  delighted  to  know.  But  the  thirteenth 
volume  appearing  to  me  perfe&ly  inexplicable* 
I  ceafed  to  give  application,  and  was  chaftifed 
at  my  mailer’s  return,  by  a  blow  which  ftruck 
me  to  the  ground.  “  Difobedient  trifler  !,r 
faid  he,  “  you  ought  dill  to  have  remained  the 
grandfon  of  a  barber.”  To  fuch  proofs  were 
my  patience  and  fubmiflion  expofed.  I  arofe 
in  the  greateft  confufion,  and  defperately  en¬ 
raged.  Maugraby  refumed  an  air  of  indiffer¬ 
ence,  led  me  back  to  his  ftudy,  and  delivered 
to  me  the  obfcure  book  of  which  I  was  to  com¬ 
prehend  the  meaning..  “I  am  not  mafter,”' 
faid  he,  “  of  any  thing,  when  the  per- 
“  fon  whom  I  am  to  form  and  educate  is 
wanting  in  his  duty  to  himfelf  and  to  me.  I 
am*”  continued,  lie,.  “  under  the  neceftity  of 
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being  a  month  abfent ;  I  allow  you  to  fludy 
this  book  alone,  and  your  hopes  or  fears  muft 
be  in  proportion  to  your  application.”  So 
faying,  he  left  me. 

“  O  monfter  of  brutality  and  injuftice  !”  ex¬ 
claimed  I,  when  I  thought  myfelf  alone,  “  yoa 
(hall  not  find  me  here  when  you  return,  or 
there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  what  I  have 
learned  from  your  books.  As  I  have  only  to 
trace  three  chara&ers,  and  pronounce  three 
words  which  I  have  got  by  heart,  to  be  tranfi- 
ported  wherever  I  wifh,  I  will  leave  this  hor¬ 
rid  place,  and  go  back  to  my  father’s  domi¬ 
nions.” 

Having  formed  this  refolution,  I  went  to 
the  liable,  and  chofe  a  horfe  of  the  finell  ap¬ 
pearance.  I  traced  a  circle  around  him,  and, 
having  written  within  it  the  characters  which 
were  engraved  on  my  memory,  I  mounted  the 
horfe,  and  pronounced  the  words.  I  thought  I 
was  inftantly  without  the  fatal  enclofure,  from 
which  I  wifhed  to  efcape,  upon  a  road  which 
I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  follow  j  and  my 
horfe  feemed  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft  ex- 
pedition.  Night  was  fall  approaching ;  I 
thought  I  perceived  a  houfe  at  a  diitance,  and 
I  prefled  forward  to  it,  that  I  might  alk  ad- 
miftion.  When  I  came  up  to  the  objeCl,  I 
discovered  that  it  was  an  old  houfe  wholly  in 
mins  ;  but  a  little  fountain  ran  clofe  by,  and 
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my  horfe  could  feed  fecurely,  in  an  enclofure 
which  was  only  partly  demolilhed. 

I  prepared  to  pafs  the  night  in  a  fmall  cor¬ 
ner,  under  fhelter  of  the  wall,  and  there  fell 
into  a  deep  deep.  When  I  awaked  what  was 
my  furprize  to  find  that  the  fhelter  I  had  cho- 
fen  was  a  low  vaulted  dungeon,  without  a  door, 
into  which  the  light  which  fhewed  the  prodi¬ 
gious  thicknefs  of  the  walls,  was  admitted  by  a 
fmall  window  with  a  triple  grate.  I  could  dif- 
cover  no  objeft  which  I  had  perceived  in  the 
evening,  except  a  large  ftone  overgrown  with 
mofs,  on  which  I  had  laid  my  head  when  I 
went  to  deep,  and  my  horfe  whom  I  faw 
through  the  window  feeding  at  his  eafe  in  the 
enclofure  where  I  had  put  him. 

At  firft  I  fell  aweeping,  and  foon  after  gave 
way  to  defpair,  when  I  felt  myfelf  prefled  by 
hunger  and  thirft.  Rather  than  perifh  in  fuch 
diftrefs,  I  thought  it  better,  whatever  fhould 
happen,  to  go  back  and  put  myfelf  in  the 
power  of  the  magician.  I  traced  a  circle 
around  me  with  my  finger,  formed  the  charac¬ 
ters  within  it,  pronounced  the  words  with  which 
I  was  acquainted,  and  begged  to  be  carried 
back  to  this  place. 

Scarcely  had  I  pronounced  the  words,  when 
I  found  myfelf  upon  the  fame  horfe,  and  with¬ 
in  the  fame  circle  from  which  I  had  fet  out.  , 
I  was  going  to  efface  it  with  my  feet  when  the 
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magician  appeared  :  had  the  thunder  burft 
upon  my  head  I  would  have  been  lefs  aftonifh- 
ed  and  confounded. 

«  Worthy  grandfon  of  a  wretched  barber 
at  Chiraz,”  faid  he  to  me  ironically,  «  deftroy 
not  your  work  ;  it  is  folid,  and  has  (hewn  you 
a  great  extent  of  country,  though  you  have 
not  (lirred  a  foot  from  your  circle.  It  would 
be  doing  you  too  great  a  favour  to  fend  you  to 
your  grandfather’s  (hop.  Revenge  of  another 
kind  is  due  to  me,  and  fome  facrifice  mud  be 
made  to  him  whom  I  have  offended,  by  choof- 
ing  fo  vile  a  creature  as  you  for  his  fervice. 

The  monfter  then  feized  me^  by  the  hair, 
which  he  twilled  three  or  four  times  round  his 
wrift,  and  carried  me  away,  without  leaving 
me  the  power  of  crying.  1  he  reft  of  my  hiftory, 
prince,  you  are  acquainted  with.  I  cannot 
tell  you  how  long  I  have  been  fubje&ed  to  the 
tyranny  of  the  moil  dreadful  of  all  enchant¬ 
ments. 

No  fooner  had  Yamalladdin  concluded  his 
hiftory,  than  the  perfon  who  was  by  his  fide 
thus  began : 


Story  of  B  ah  a- 11  din  >  Prince  of  Cinigae . 

I  fee,  princes,  faid  he,  addrefling  him*- 

felf  to  all  who  heard  him,  that  our  misfor¬ 
tunes 
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tunes  are  very  fimilar,  and  that  our  parents 
have  been  impofed  upon  by  the  fame  devices. 

My  name  is  Baha-Ildin,  and  my  father  is 
King  of  Cinigae,  a  country  lying  betwixt 
Egypt  and  Ethiopia.  At  the  age  of  fixteen, 
my  grandfather,  who  was  then  very  old,  mar¬ 
ried  him  to  my  uncle’s  daughter.  The  lady 
was  four  years  younger  j  he  loved  her  to  dif- 
tra&ion,  and  had  attained  the  fummit  of  hap- 
pinefs  by  enjoying  fuch  a  wife. 

Soon  after  the  marriage,  my  mother  be¬ 
came  pregnant,  but  being  very  young  at  the 
time  of  her  delivery,  after  fuftaining  the  pains 
of  labour  for  ten  days,  fhe  was  reduced  to  the 
laft  extremity. 

The  affiftance  of  the  phyficians  of  the  coun¬ 
try  had  been  called  in  vain  ;  even  an  Arabian, 
who  had  met  with  uncommon  fuccefs  in  the 
exercife  of  his  profeflion,  could  be  of  no  fer- 
vice.  Science  could  do  no  more,  but  allowed 
nature  to  fink  under  the  load.  Perhaps  the 
villany  and  wickednefs  which  came  to  her  af- 
fiftance  were  concerned  in  the  diftrefs  which 
brought  her  into  danger. 

From  the  firft  moment  that  my  mother’s  life 
was  fuppofed  to  be  in  danger,  a  merchant  who 
fold  befoms  made  of  heron’s  feathers,  and  who 
had  been  introduced  into  the  palace,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  beautiful  goods,  conftantly  faid, 
while  he  converfed  with  my  mother’s  women, 

♦to 


226 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


to  whom  his  profeflion  gained  him  accefs ; 
“  there  is  only  one  man  who  can  give  the  prin- 
cefsany  affiftance;  he  is  an  African  phyfician,by 
whom  I  have  feen  wonders  performed  in  cafes 
of  difficult  deliveries.  He  lived,  at  that  time, 
at  Mafler,  where  I  knew  him  enjoy  the  great- 
eft  reputation :  he  is  poflefTed  of  an  elixir 
which  is  pretended  to  be  irrefiftable  in  its  ef¬ 
fects  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  it  is  by  means 
of  this  fecret  that  he  has  enjoyed  fo  long  life  $ 
for  he  is  at  leaft  an  hundred  and  fifty  years  of 
age.” 

The  difcourfe  of  the  befom  merchant, 
made,  at  firft,  no  great  impreffion  ;  but  re¬ 
turning  to  the  palace,  as  if  he  had  been  led 
thither  by  concern  and  compaflion  for  the 
young  princefs,  he  let  fall  thefe  words : 
<c  Ah  !  if  the  African  phyfician  were 
not  fo  old  !  if  he  could  but  drag  himfelf 
hither  !”  The  danger  was  grown  to  the  greateft 
height;  the  princefs’snurfe  faw  that  {he  would 
infallibly  lofe  her,  and  ventured  to  mention 
the  African  phyfician  to  her  father  and  mother. 
By  them  it  was  mentioned  to  the  King,  who 
was  as  fond  of  the  princefs  as  it  is  natural  for 
one  to  be  of  a  niece  who  is  become  his  daugh¬ 
ter. 

The  merchant  was  fent  for,  and  afked  where 
the  African  phyfician  was.  He  pointed  out  his 
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dwelling  ;  “it is  juft  at  hand,”  faidhe,  “but 
he  is  no  longer  able  to  walk.”  A  Vizier  was 
difpatched  in  quell  of  him  ;  he  was  the  very 
picture  of  frailty  ;  he  was  fupported  on  men’s 
Ihoulders,  and  was  brought  on  cufhions  to 
the  lick  perfon’s  bed.  Having  felt  her  pulfe 
for  fome  time;  “She  is  very  young,”  faid 
he  ;  “  but  if  Ihe  does  not  quickly  get  aflift- 
ance,  Ihe  will,  in  a  moment,  be  as  old  as  me.” 
He  then  drew  from  his  pocket  a  bottle,  in. 
which  there  were  about  twelve  drops  of  the 
boalled  elixir.  “  I  fled  from  Mafler,”  faid  he, 
with  the  voice  of  a  dying  man,  «  that  I  might 
not  be  deprived  of  thofe  drops  of  elixir,  which 
have  been  extracted  from  the  fubftance  of  bal- 
fams  procured  from  all  the  different  quarters 
of  the  earth.  I  can  no  longer  traverfe  the 
world  in  order  to  recompofe  it ;  and  it  is  no¬ 
thing  elfe  which  keeps  me  alive.  I  will  fhare 
it,  however,  with  the  patient,  and  I  can  do 
no  more.  Look  at  my  flalk,  it  is  made  of  one 
Angle  precious  Hone,  and  yet  it  has  not  half 
the  value  of  a  Angle  drop  of  the  liquor  which 
it  contains.” 

While  he  was  thus  talking,  he  opened  his 
flalk  with  a  trembling  hand,let  a  drop  fall  from  it 
into  a  fpoon,  and  prefented  it  himfelf  to  the 
mouth  of  the  princefs,  who  fwallowed  the  fmall 
doze.  During  the  intervals,  it  was  obferved  that 
the  patient  viflbly  recovered  her  ftrength ;  and, 
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as  a  proof  of  it,  {he  took  the  fpoon  with  great 
eagernefs.  When  the  fixth  drop  was  prefent- 
ed  to  her,  her  pains  ceafed,  and  {he  recovered 
the  life  of  fpeech  fo  far  as  to  be  able  to  declare 
that  {he  was  greatly  better. 

The  father,  mother,  hulband,  and  in  {hort 
the  whole  family  were  quite  overjoyed. — 
“  Have  you  then  reftored  her  to  us  ?”  faid 
the  King  to  the  phyfician.  “  Yes,  {he  will 
live,”  faid  the  old  African  ;  "  I  will  anfwer  for 
it.”  ((  But,  with  refpe£t  to  the  child  ?”  re¬ 
plied  the  king.  ((  I  will  not  anfwer  for  its 
life,”  faid  the  pretended  chymift;  “  you 
cannot  require  me  to  facrifice  the  fix  drops 
which  I  have  remaining  *,  would  you  have  me 
give  my  life  for  that  of  an  infant,  who  has  not 
feen  the  light,  and  whofe  very  fex  is  unknown. 

“  O  good  old  man  !”  exclaimed  my  father, 
(t  fince  it  is  in  your  power,  reftore  life  to  my 
child  whatever  it  may  be,  even  {hould  I  give 
it  to  you.” 

“  Give  it  to  me  !”  faid  the  African  :  M  but, 
yes,  that  may  do ;  it  would  fuit  us  both.  You 
will  have  an  heir  every  nine  months  ;  but  I 
{hall  have  none,  if,  in  order  to  ferve  you,  I 
am  forced  to  defcend  into  the  tomb  before  fix 
months  have  elapfed. 

“  Curfed  is  the  man,”  continued  he,  K  who 
leaves  no  heir !  I  have  always  thought  of 
avoiding  this  curfe  }  and  my  fucceflion  is  not 
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ilefpicable  as  may  be  luppofcd.  If  your  child 
is  a  male,  and  you  pledge  yourfelf  to  give  him 
to  me,  after  kthis  flalk  is  emptied  of  the  fix 
drops  it  contains,  I  will  leave  it  as  a  plaything 
to  my  little  heir.  It  is  the  lead  valuable  of  all 
the  treafures  which  my  fcience  has  procared 
me ;  but  I  will  inform  him  where  he  will  find 
others.  Let  us  come  to  the  point  j  (hall  the 
new-born  child  be  mine  ?” 

The  princefs,  on  whom  the  elixir  had  pro¬ 
duced  a  wonderful  effeft,  was  anxious  for 
nothing  but  the  revival  of  her  child,  which 
had  not  moved  for  feven  days.  “  Let  us  give 
the  old  man  an  heir,’’  faid  Ihe  to  her  hulband-; 
«  my  father  will  agree  to  it.”  My  grandfather 
and  uncle  thought  they  were  perhaps  only  giv¬ 
ing  a  dead  child  to  a  dying  man,  and  confcnted 
to  the  bargain.  My  mother  fwallowed  the  fix 
remaining  drops,  and,  in  half  an  hour  after, 
without  convulfion  or  pain,  I  came  into  the 
world.  The  old  African  took  me  in  his  arms, 
and,  with  a  ribbon,  tied  to  my  neck  the  little 
flalk,  the  contents  of  which  had  faved  my 

life.  *  v 

“  Come,”  faid  he  to  my  father,  <f.{hake 
hands  with  Maugraby,  with  whom  you  have 
made  a  very  good  bargain j  unlefs  I  recover, 
you  will  probably  never  fee  me  again ;  but 
-educate  your  fon  well,  as  if  you  expected  me 
*every  day.  -I  tell  you  beforehand,  that  unlefs 
Vol.  IV.  U  he 
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•he  is  obedient,  wife,  and  well-informed,  he 
is  not  fit  to  be  my  heir.  I  am  refigned  to 
every  thing  which  can  happen,  even  death 
itfelf  j  but  I  am  fure  1  have  made  a  profitable 
exchange  with  my  elixir.”  The  odious  de¬ 
ceiver  then  defired  to  be  again  placed  on  the 
back  of  the  ftrong  Ethiopian  who  had  brought 
him,  and,  as  he  returned,  amufed  himfelf 
with  increafing  his  weight,  that  he  might 
crufii  the  poor  porter,  who  funk  under  the 
burden,  and  was  obliged  to  Let  him  fall  at 
the  door. 

From  that  time  the  African  phyfician,  and 
the  merchant  were  no  more  fcen  at  Cinigae. — 
I  grew  up  very  fall ;  at  fix  years  of  age  I 
would  have  been  taken  for  nine  ;  and  at  eleven, 
I  could  engage  in  the  moll  violent  exercifes  : 
my  memory  and  other  faculties  were  cultivated 
with  care. 

My  grandfather  was  now  dead,  and  my  father 
hadj.afcended  the  throne.  The  bargain  with 
Maugraby  was  no  longer  remembered,  except 
upon  fome  extraordinary  occasions.  Every 
body,  except  my  nurfe,  had  forgotten  his  name, 
when  a  learned  Arabian,  travelling  towards 
.the  fources  of  the  Nile,  flopped  at  my  father’s 
court.  He  related  many  extraordinary  things 
which  he  had  accidentally  feen  in  the  different 
countries  through  which  he  had  travelled,  and 
fpoke  of  the  ufeful  difcoveries  which  he  had 
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made,  particularly  in  medicine.  This  con¬ 
vention  naturally  brought  to  my  father’s  re¬ 
membrance  the  African  phyfician,  and  the 
elixir  to  which  my  mother  and  I  had  been  in¬ 
debted  for  the  prefervation  of  our  lives.  My- 
mother,  who  was  prefent,  remarked  that  the 
pofleflor  of  this  powerful  elixir  had  deprived 
himfelf  of  the  fix  drops  which  remained  to 
him,  in  order  to  fave  their  fon’s  life,  upon; 
the  extraordinary  condition  of  receiving  the 
child,  and  making  him  his  heir. 

“  We  agreed  to  it,”  faid  fhe,  “  to  fall  in 
with  his  fancy,  and  Jikewife  becaufe  his  fuc- 
ceffion  appeared  by  no  means  defpicable,  hav¬ 
ing  left  us  a  flafk,  made  of  a  fingle  diamond, 
which  indicated  the  pofleffion  of  great  trea- 
fures.  Alas!”  continued  {he,  “this  inherit¬ 
ance  muft  have  been  vacant  the  very  next 
day,  for  when  the  poor  man  was  here,  he 
feemed  to  be  breathing  his, lalt,  and  as  he  was 
carried  back  to  his  lodgings,  he  felt  as  heavy 
as  a  corpfe.  He  certainly  died  immediately 
for  want  of  his  elixir.” 

I  came  in  a6  my  mother  had  done  fpeaking. 

•*  Baha-Ildin,”  faid  fhe,  to  me,  “  go  for  the 
flalk  which  the  old  phyfician  left  you,  and 
afk  his  name  at  your  nurfe  ;  your  father  and  I 
have  forgot  it.”  “  Madam,”  faid  I,  as  I  brought 
the  trinket  to  my  mother,  “my  nurfe  fays 
that  the  old  phyfician,  to  whom  you  and  I 
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owe  the  prcfervation  of  our  lives,  is  called 
Maugraby.” 

While  my  father  and  mother  were  fpeaking, 
the  learned  Arabian,  who  had  liftened  with 
great  attention,  difcovered  fome  Uneafinefs  in 
his  looks,  but  when  he  heard  the  fatal  name 
pronounced,  he  could  not  help  exclaiming, 

«  good  God  !  Maugraby  !”  This  exclamation 
greatly  difconcerted  my  father  and  mother, who 
eagerly  enquired  what  there  was  in  the  name 
©f  this  unhappy  old  man,  which  could  infpire 
him  with  fuch  terror. 

**  You  will  find,”  faid  he,  “  that  the  de¬ 
crepitude,  by  which  he  impofed  upon  you, 
was  only  a  malk  aflumed  to  make  you  the 
victims  of  his  abominable  cunning.  This  vil¬ 
lain,  who  is  an  objeCt  of  execration  to  heaven 
and  earth,  is  not  dead 5  and  perhaps  at  the  • 
very  moment  I  am  fpeaking,  there  are,  on 
earth,  ten  fovereigns,  whofe  children  are  fh 
his  power.  He  undoubtedly  carries  them  to 
the  Dom-daniel  at  Tunis,  of  which  he  is  one 
of  the  chief  minifters,  and  inftruCts  them  in 
the  fecrets  of  that  pernicious  art  which  he 
praCtifes.  Tigers,  crocodiles,  and  venomous 
reptiles  arc  not  the  molt  hurtful  productions 
of  Africa  ;  its  magicians,  of  whom  Dom-da¬ 
niel  is  the  cradle,  ftorehoufe,  and  retreat,  are 
infinitely  more  dangerous.  Oh  !  when  (hail 
our  great  Prophet  deliver  the  earth  from  th£ 
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den  of  monflers  ?  Come,”  faid  the  Arabian  to 
me,  drawing  me  near  to  him,  and  putting  his 
hand  upon  my  head,  “  I  commit  you  to  the 
protection  of  Mahomet.” 

My  father  and  mother  opnofed  not  tfyis  me-  • 
tion  of  the.  learned  Arabian,  but  they  did  not 
enter  into  his  enthufiafm.  When  he  departed, 
the  fears  which  his  difeourfe  had  excited  va- 
nifhed  from  their  minds*.  In  their  opinion, 
if  Maugraby  had  intended  ever  to  claim  me, 
he  would  have  done  fo  long  before.  Befides, 
they  did  not  confider  magic  in  fo  bad  a  light 
as  the  Arabian*  > and  they  thought  him  too 
much  prejudiced  againft  Africa*  It  might  be 
a  prejudice  founded. on  the  principles  of  the 
religion  which  he  profefled  ;  and  that  of  Ma¬ 
homet  is  flill  unknown  at  Cinigae;  But  l  fvvear  * 
that  it  fhal!  not  be  fo,.  if  we  have  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  efcape  from  our  prefent  danger.  I* 
have  been  committed  to  the  protection  -of  Ma¬ 
homet,  and  with  my  whole  heart  do  I  here 
invoke  it. . 

i  % 

I  qijietly  reached,  in  the  bofom  of  paternal 
affeClion,  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  at  which  t 
period  I  fee  our  tyrant  finds  jus  fit  for  his  pur- 
pofes.  One  day,  while  I  was  converfing  with  ■ 
my  father,  Maugraby  appeared  without  being 
announced,  and  bore  in  his  countenance  the 
fame  wrinkles  which  had  ferved  as  a  ma»k  on  * 
the  former  occafion.  He  crawled  along,  fit— 
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ting  fquat  in  a  bowl  made  of  rallies,.  which,, 
by  the  help  of  two  wooden  pins  which  he  held': 
in  his  hands,  was  pufhed  forward  with  amaz¬ 
ing  rapidity.  “  Here  I  am,”  faid  he  ;  “  con¬ 
trary  to  all  expectation.  I  return,  and  am 
{till  alive.” 

At  the  fight  of  this  odious  objeCt  my  father 
and  mother^  firmnefs  of  mind  inftantly  va- 
nilhed,  and  was  fucceeded  by  that  terror- 
which  the  Arabian  wifhed  to  infp.e.  They, 
wanted  to  compromise  the  matter  with  Mau- 
graby,  and  prevail  upon  him  to  (lay,  at  the: 
palace.  “  Youihall  be  taken,  care  of  in  your  old 
age,”  faid  they,  “  and  you  (hall  enjoy  the  plea-. 
fure  of  feeing  your  heir  every  day  j  but  we.  , 
cannot  part  with  our  child.” 

Lightning  darted  from  the  eyes  of  the  ma¬ 
gician  •,  he  difcharged  the  wooden  pins  at  the 
heads  of  my  father  and  mother and  I  drought 
he  had  killed  them..  In  the  mean  time  I.  felt 
myfelf  fink  away  to  nothing and  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  I  perceived  myfelf  flying  through  the 
room  in  the  fhape  of  a  butterfly.  Maugraby,. 
who  was  transformed  into  an  animal  of  the 
fame  kind,  but  of  a  fmaller  fize,  was  upon; 
my  back. 

I  flew  out  at  the  window,  and  according  aa 
I  rofe  higher,  I  felt  my  body  extend,  and  at 
laft  become  an  enormous  cock,  larger  by  one 
half  than  a  bird  of  the  fame  fpecies  which  was 
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in:  my  father’s  poultry  yard,  and  with  which 
I  ufed  to  divert  myfelf  by  getting  upon  its 
back.  But  I  likewife  had  our  mercilefs  enemy, 
to  fupport,  and  I  foon  perceived  the  mifery  of 
my  (ituation.  He  beat  me  with  his  legs, 
pricked  me  with  a  long  fliarp  needle,  which 
drew  blood  from  me  at  every  ftroke,  loaded 
me  with  abufe  and  reproaches  ;  and  when  I 
began  to  fail  through  wearinefs  and  the  vio¬ 
lent  pains  which  I  endured,  his  cruelties  and 
the  enchantment  which  dragged  me  on,  ob¬ 
liged  me  to  renew  and  accelerate  my  flight.. 
We  arrived  at  the  fame  fountain  in  which  you 
were  walhed  $  and  it  was  ftained  likewife  with, 
my  blood.  I  was  fubje&ed  alfo  to  the  artful 
compaflion  and  other  villainous  tricks,  of  our 
ravifher  and  feducer. 

I  wiihed  to  make  my  efcape*  as  you  have 
frokl  us  you  alfo  attempted,  and  the  tranf- 
formation  into  a  bird  appeared  to  me  the  mod 
favourable  method.  I  wifhed  to  be  able- 
to  rife  above  the  thick  vapours,  which  cover, 
the  hills  with  which  we  are  encompafled,  and 
to  return  fpeedily  to  my  father’s  dominions ;  t 
a  {Turned  the  form  of  a  Lois-il-Teraz  *,  which 
I  knew  came  every  year  fa  eafily  from- 
‘Arabia  to  Ethiopia,  and  in  this  (hape  afcended- 
with  remarkable  facility.  I  was  now  high  in 
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The  Loisii-Teraz  is  a  fpecies  of  wild  goofe. 
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theiair,  the  vapours  above  which  I  wifhed  ta 
foar  in  my  flight  were  now  under  my  feetj 
and  I  was  endeavouring  to  diredl  my  courfe 
eailward,  that  I  might  proceed  on  my  jour¬ 
ney,  when  an  eagle  appeared  in  purfuit  of  me. 

I  wifhed  to  conceal  myfelf  in  the  clouds,  but 
he  foon  rofe  above  me  ;  1  defcended  towards 
the  earth  that  I  might  creep  into  fome  thicket, 
but  my  cruel  enemy  darted  down  upon  me,  and 
I  felt  his  talons  pierce  almoft  to  my  hearts 
The  terrible  bird  of  prey  carried  me  away  to 
the  other  victims  of  his  rage,  and  made  me  a 
Companion  in  misfortune  to  thofe  whom  the 
goodnefs  of  Heaven  permits  to  breathe  a 
little  in  this  place.  Thus  ended  the  hiftory  o£ 
the  Prince  of  Cinigae. 

i(  I  hope,”  fa  id  the  fourth  perfon  who  had 
,  been  delivered  by  the  Syrian  prinCC,  u  that  we 
fhall  all  breathe  out  of  this  place,  and  obtain 
from  Heaven  the  vengeance  which  is  due. 
My  grandfather  by  the  mothers  fide,  who 
rocked  my  cradle  for  two  years,  taught  me, 
though  in  adverfity,  never  to  give  way  to  def- 
pair.  '  • 

When  the  magician  threw  me  into  his  well,' .  * 
before  entirely  lofing  my  fenfes,  though  myt 
head  was  where  my  feet  Ihould  have  been,  the 
laft  words  I  fpoke  were  a  defiance  to  the  vil¬ 
lain  who  was  about  to  hurl  me  into  the  fink. 

41  Put  me,  if  you  choofe,  twenty  feet  under 
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ground,  my  heart  aflures  me  that  I  will  get 
out.”  The  following  is  my  hiftory  : 


Story  of  Badvildinn ,  Prince  of  Tartary . 

There  lived  in  one  of  t{ie  fuburbs  of  Samar- 
*  kand,  a  wood-cutter  called  Shamakda,  who. 
had  to  fupport  a  wife  and  three  children.  A 
little  thatched  houfe,  three  afles,  a  hatchet* 
and  two  of  the  moil  robuft  arms  in  all  Tar¬ 
tary,  conftituted  the  whole  of  his  fortune. 
Every  morning  he  awaked  the  cock  with  his 
fong,  fet  out  with  his  afles  to  the  foreft,  and 
returned  to  fell  his  wood  before  others  had 
half  finiflied  their  work.  He  entered  the  city 
full  of  cheerfulnefs  and  gaiety ;  every  body 
knew  him,  and,  as  he  was  a  comical  wag,  they 
were  eager  to  buy  his  wood  that  they  might 
hear  fome  of  his  jokes. 

In  great  men,  even  when  in  company  with 
their  equals,  fuch  a  turn  of  mind  is  a  de¬ 
fect:  but  in  poor  men,  it  is  a  beauty,  and 
fhews  that  they  are  above  their  condition,  or 
at  lead  that  they  find  themfelves  eafy  in  it. 

One  day  as  Shamakda  and  his  afles  were  on 
the  road  to  the  foreft,  he  obferved  that  the 
wood  which  was  eafy  to  cut  was  at  a  great 
diftance  from  the  city,  and  that  there  were 
i*ear  at  hand,  upon  the  road,  fome  trees  of  a 
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monftrous  fize,  but  very  difficult  to  break 
down.) 

u  My  fellow  wood-cutters,”  faid  he,  <(  fpend 
their  time  and  their  legs  to  fpare  their  arms. 
I  intend  to  apply  my  hatchet  to  one  of  thefe 
coloffufes  j  when  I  have  got  it  to  the  ground, 
I  will  find  a  complete  foreft  in  the  branches  ; 
and  were  the  trunk  of  iron,  I  will  have  a  part 
of  it.”  He  immediately  fet  his  animals  a- 
grazing,  tucked  up  his  fieeves,  and  aimed  fuch 
terrible  blows  at  the  root  of  the  tree  as  carried 
off  great  chips,  and  made  the  whole  foreft  re¬ 
found.  Suddenly  the  thick  part  of  the  tree  be¬ 
gan  to  (hake  ;  and  a  rent  was  made  in  it  ; 
which  immediately  became  a  door  twenty  feet 
high.  A  black  giant  in  his  fhirt,  flippers,  and 
night  cap,  (looped  down  as  he  came  out  of  it, 
and  roared  aloud  with  a  terrible  and  troubled 
voice :  "  Who  knocks  f  What  is  wanted  with 
me  at  this  hour  ?  Shall  I  neve*  be  allowed  to 
enjoy  repofe  ?  I  had  juft  laid  my  head  upon 
fny  pillow ;  it  is  only  three  hundred  hours 
fince  I  went  to  bed.”  So  faying,  lie  fell  a 
rubbing  his  eyes  to  open  them. 

The  wood-cutter,  who  was  not  to  be  dif- 
mnyed,  viewed  the  monfter  that  flood  before 
him,  and  liftened  with  attention  to  what  he 
faid.  He  fuppofed  that  he  w'as  one  of  thofe 
beings,  called  genies,  whofe  fancies  muft  be 
wholly  complied  with,  that  we  may  not  pro- 
‘  voke 
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voke  their  anger.  The  appearance  of  the 
giant  would  have  terrified  any  other  perfon  : 
his  body  was  as  thick  as  one  of  the  towers  of 
Bagdad  ;  and  his  cap  refembled  the  roof  of  the 
principal  fteeple  on  Yahme-Ilafarhr,  the  grand 
mofque  at  Mailer. 

Who  are  you  ?  What  want  you  faid 
die  giant  to  Shamakda,  pretending  not  to  per¬ 
ceive  him ;  know  !  you  not  that  the  three 
hundred  and  thirteenth  hour  of  the  day  is  an 
nnfeafonable  one  for  knocking  thus  at,  people’s 
doors  ?”  i(  Sir,  faid  the  wood-cutter,  u  it  is 
fifteen  hundred  and  iixteen  minutes  more,  as 
you  may  fee  by  the  moon  and  ftars,  and  it  is 
broad  day.”  “  You  kind  of  people,”  replied 
-the  genie,  M  are  very  impolite  and  inconlide- 
xate.  When  a  fancy  ftrikes  you,  you  come 
and  trouble  the  repofe  of  perfons  of  our  rank ; 
and  our  lleep  mull  be  interrupted  by  your 
dreams.  Come,  let  us  fee,  what  muft  you 
have  ?” 

“  Sir,”  anfwered  the  wood-cutter,  “I 
knew  not  that  this  was  your  dwelling,  and  I 
could  not  fuppofe  that  fo  great  a  prince  as 
you  would  want  a  porter :  I  came  here  to  get 
wood  to  load  my  three  afies.”  What  is  the 
u  fe  of  that  wood  ?”~u  To  bake  bread  for  great 
people  like  you.” — c<  Can  we  want  bread  ?  Is 
not  there  bread  already  baked  at  the  bakers 
(hops  ?”  “  But  for  to-morrow.  Sir.” — What 
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is  to-morrow  ?  to-morrow  is  made  for  people 
like  you  ;  we  know  of  nothing  but  the  pre- 
fent.— Thefe  people  are  quite  intolerable 
with  their  little  wants ;  wood,  wood,  they 
muft  have  wood  •  the  forefts  are  full  of  it  j 
what  do  you  intend  to  do  with  that  wood  ?” 
— u  Load  my  three  afles  with  it,  and  felt  it 
for  money,  that  I  may  be  able  to  fupport  my 
family.” — c<  Your  family  !  cannot  your  family 
fupport*  itfelf?  They  have  only  to  eat  in  order  to 
be  fupported.  I  fupport  myfelf  only  by  eating. 
But  what  kind  of  people  are  you  ?  you  have 
not  the  fmalleft  induftry.” — “  You  are  very 
right,  Sir,  we  are  fimple  foolifh  people  *,  but 
if  1  do  not  carry  back  my  three  afles,  loaded 
with  wood,  to  the  city,  we  will  have  no  mo¬ 
ney;  and  my  family  and  I  cannot  live  without 
money.” — ((  And  why  did  not  you  fay  fo,  in- 
ftead  of  knocking  like  a  deaf  perfon  ?  You 
muft  have  money  fay  you  ? — To  get  rid  of  your 
importunity,  follow  me,  and  I  will  give  you 
wherewith  to  load  your  afles.” 

Shamakda  followed  the  giant  into  his  tree, 
and  found  himfelf  in  a  magnificent  veftibule, 
of  an  oval  form,  and  fupported  by  columns  of 
jafper,  between  which  were  urns  of  gilt  brafs 
and  magnificent  ftatues.  As  he  was  obliged 
to  run,  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  giant,  he 
quickly  paffed  through  the  apartment,  and  croff- 
-ed  many  others  more  richly  ornamented,  until 
;  '  _  they 
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they  came  to  a  clofet.  Here  there  were  pyramids 
of  purfes,  of  which  the bafes  were  fix  feet  fquare, 
and  the  height  in  proportion.  u  Do  you  afk 
(ilver  ?”  faid  the  giant.  “  That  is  gold,”  faid 
the  wood-cutter.  “  Gold  or  filver,”  replied 
the  giant,  (i  is  it  not  the  fame  thing  ?  but  the 
vulgar  have  an  aftonilhing  ftupidity  about 
them ;  take  of  that  what  is  neceffiry,  and 
make  hafte,  for  I  am  juft  falling  afleep.” 

Shamakda,  with  great  timidity,  took  up 
one  piece.  <(  Afs  that  you  are,  will  you  take 
up  a  load  for  three  of  your  brothers,  piece  by 
piece  ?”  faid-  the  black  man,  damping  with 
his  feet,  through  impatience.  “  Can’t  you  make 
hafte,  you  booby  ?”  The  wood-cutter  took  up 
five  purfes,  two  of  which  he  let  fall.  t(  Ah  l 
what  a  misfortune  !  here  is  an  auk  ward  fellow 
who  will  caufe  me  die  two  thoufand  years  too 
foon,”  exclaimed  the  giant.  He  then  ran  to 
a  magazine,  brought  a  large  cheft,  and  filled 
it  with  an  air  of  impatience,  which  expreffed 
his  difcontent.  He  carried  off  the  cheft  with 
fo  great  fpeed  that  one  muft  have  had 
wings  to  follow  him,  and  threw  it  into  the 
middle  of  the  field.  «  Hold,”  faid  he  to  the 
wood-cutter,  “  I  tell  you  once  for  all,  take  it 
up  and  be  gone  j  if  your  afies  and  you  are  notable 
to  carry  away  the  whole,  bury  the  remainder  in 
the  earth.  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  lofe 
time. in  counting  itj  I  fuppofe  you  have  noth- 
Vol.  IV.  X  ing 
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ing  more  to  do  here  :  look  well  at  my  door. 
If  for  thefe  nine  hundred  years  you  are  fa 
audacious  as  to  come  and  make  the  leail  noife 
in  this  quarter,  and  are  fo  unlucky  as  to 
awake  me,  I  will  grind  you  to  powder.”— 
**  You  may  depend  upon  it.  Sir,  I  will  obey 
your  order :  I  wilh  you  good  night.”  “  In 
good  time,”  anfwered  the  enormous  black 
man,  ftretching  his  arms,  and  yawning  fo 
wide  that  he  could  have  fwallowed  the  chefl 
which  lay  upon  the  ground. 

When  fpirits  makes  gifts  of  fuch  a  nature 
as  the  wood-cutter  received,  every  one  prefent 
mult  know,  from  experience,  that  they  have 
fome  wicked  intention,  againft  which  one 
would  do  well  to  be  on  their  guard.  You 
will  fee  how  the  fudden  fortune  of  the  wood¬ 
cutter  Shamakda,  led  him  to  the  dangerous 
honour  of  becoming  my  grandfather. 

The  vigorous,  active,  and  expeditious  work¬ 
man  foon  untied  the  empty  facks  which  he 
had  put  on  the  backs  of  his  affes  to  defend 
them  from  any  injuries  arifing  from  the  wood 
filled  them  and  bound  them  again  very  care¬ 
fully.  There  (till  remained  three  loads  to  be 
carried  away  :  thefe  he  buried  in  a  hole  which 
he  had  •luy,  and  having  covered  them  with  a 
hew  '.i  *:  ■> -  ■  -  out  in  very  good  humour 
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When  he  returned  to  his  houfe,  he  intrud¬ 
ed  to  his  wife,  who  was  a  woman  of  pru¬ 
dence,  the  fecret  of  his  adventure  }  and,  em¬ 
bracing  the  opportunity  of  their  children  being 
afleep,  to  conceal  their  treafure,  they  both  de¬ 
termined  to  return  for  the  remainder,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  night,  by  the  light  of  the  moon.  The 
plan  was  fuccefsfully  executed.  They  were 
now  rich ;  but  they  knew  how  to  diflemble 
their  wealth  j  they  brought  it  forth  only  by  de¬ 
grees,  it  appeared  to  be  tire  fruit  of  their  own 
induftry,  and,  as  they  made  a  moderate  ufe 
of  it,  they  were  envied  by  none.  They  fpared 
nothing  in  the  education  of  their  four  children,, 
and  placed  three  of  them  in  bufinefs,  in  a  very 
refpeftable  line.  The  fourth  was  a  daughter,, 
whofe  beauty  was  fo  great  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  one  to  furvey  her  charms  and  Hill 
continue  mailer  of  his  own  heart.  But  no 
man  ever  approached  her  ;  and  when  (he  went 
abroad,  flie  was  covered  with  a  veil,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  an  attendant.  The  name  of  this 
ftriking  beauty  was  Billah>Dadil. 

One  day,  when  the  beautiful  Billah-Dadil 
was  on  the  road  to  the  bath,  attended  by  her 
flaves,  (he  wras  obliged,  in  order  to  avoid  be¬ 
fog  trampled  on  by  the  horfes  and  camels, 
which  incumbered  the  ftreet,  to  take  refuge, 
under  a  pilafter  which  fupported  the  centre  of 
the  door  of  a  great  inn.  The  fair  Sultan 
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Schazzarickdin,  the  King  of  Samarkand’s  fon, 
was  going  out  to  hunt,  but  was  (topped,  with 
all  his  retinue,  by  the  camels  of  a  whole  ca¬ 
ravan.  The  movements  which  he  made  in 
checking  the  ardour  of  his  horfe  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  difplaying  his  graceful  addrefs 
before  the  daughter  of  Shamakda,  on  whom 
they  made  fo  ftrong  an  impreflion  that  from 
that  moment  (lie  was  deprived  of  her  liberty 
and  repofe.  I  cannot  think  it  was  wholly  the 
cffe£t  of  fympathy,  and  I  am  naturally  led  to 
fufpe&  every  thing  to  be  deceitful  and  villain¬ 
ous,  in  adventures  where  you  will  foon  fee 
our  abominable  perfecutor  enter  difguifed 
upon  the  fcene. 

Billah-Dadil  burned  with  a  flame  which  (he 
durft  not  reveal  to  her  parents,  (lie  viflbly  de¬ 
cayed  and  pined  away,  and  the  mod  (kilful 
phyficians  in  Samarkand  were  called  to  her  af- 
fiftance  in  vain.  Her  death  feemed  inevitable, 
and  her  father,  mother,  and  brothers,  were 
inconfolable. 

Six  months  before,  a  woman,  who  faid  (he 
was  from  Moufioul,  and  who  fold  perfumes, 
pomatums,  paint,  and  other  things  belonging 
to  a  lady’s  toilet,  had  been  introduced  into 
Shamakda’s  houfe. 

Her  drugs  were  in  great  eftimation,  and 
her  perfon,  which  was  agreeable  to  all  the  la¬ 
dies  in  the  city,  was  rendered  venerable  by-  • 
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age.  Her  looks  were  affable  and  gracious  ; 
(lie  fea Toned  her  difcourfe,  which  was  very 
obliging,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent  all  fuf- 
picion  of  flattery  ;  {lie  related  tales  or  hiftories, 
according  as  the  one  or  the  other  was  liftened 
to  with  pleafure  ;  and,  if  (he  ever  introduced  a 
flroke  of  fatire,  it  was  fo  concealed  that  {lie 
could  not  be  accufed  of  doing  it  intentionally. 
She  was  very  complaiTant  to  the  flaves  of  her 
own  fex,  and  fupplied  them,  for  nothing, 
with  what  fhe  fold  at  a  high  rate  to  their  mif— 
trefies  :  fhe  liftened  with  an  appearance  of  zeal 
and  concern  to  their  little  fecrets,  and  was  of 
fervice  to  them  in  their  neceflities.. 

The  trader  of  Moufl’oul  was  well  known  to* 
Billah-Dadil,  and  vifited  her  regularly  every' 
day  during  her  illnefs.  While  the  phyficians 
were  holding  their  confultations,  (he  retired 
into  a  corner  of  the  room,  and  when  they  had 
given  their  opinion,  {lie  aflifted  the  flaves  in' 
railing  their  miftrefs,  and  faid  to  them,  “  thefe 
people  know  nothing  about  the  matter,  they 
cannot  fave  the  life  of  your  charming  miftrefs  ; 
when  I  find  that  they  have  given  her  over,, 
I  will  then  be  induced  to  try  a  fecret  of  which. 
I  am  pofleffed.  I  have  not  difeovered  the  me¬ 
thod  of  preparing  fo  ufeful  and  perfect  poma¬ 
tums  and  ointments  without  dipping  a  little 
into  medicine  ;  and,  with  regard  to  certain  dif- 
eafes  of  women,  I  have  acquired  more  know- 

X  3.  lcdg'S 


ARABIAN  TALESi 


*40 

ledge  than  all  thefe  learned  men  taken  to¬ 
gether”  .  t 

In  the  mean  time-,  the  ntuation  of  Billah- 
Dadil  became  every  day  more  critical ;  and 
her  diftrefs  was  aggravated  by  a  piece  of  news, 
which  was  inadvertently  publilhed  in  her 
chamber.  It  concerned  an  ambaffador  fronv 
China,  who  came  to  conclude  a  treaty  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  „  and  to  offer  the 
princefs,  his  mailer's  daughter,  in  marriage  to 
Schazzarickdin.  This  information  quite  over¬ 
powered  the  fick  perfon,  and  (lie  fell  into  a 
fwoon,  which  feemed  to  be  the  termination  of 
her  days.  The  whole  family  were  alarmed ;  and, 
after  fhe  was  reftored  to  life,  the  female  mer-  ' 
chant  of  Mouffoul  continued  to  watch  her*, 
together  with  the  tw’o  Saves  in  waiting,  fitting 
upon  a  carpet  with  her  legs  acrofs. 

“  Well !"  faid  fire  to  the  women,  u  I 
will  not  allow  thefe  phyficians  with  their  drugs 
and  ignorance  to  kill  the  mod  beautiful  crea¬ 
ture  in  Samarkand,  or  evem  in  Tartary* 
Whenever  fhe  requires  afiiftance,  let  me  ap¬ 
proach  her  bed  and  ferve  her.  If  I  leave  her 
without  procuring  her  relief  this  box  here, 
flrall  be  yours $  and  you  know  that  1  bring 
Bone  but  the  moft  precious  effences  to  this., 
placed 
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'  The  (laves  agreed  to  her  requed,  and  up¬ 
on  the  firft  fignal  (he  went  up  to  the  patient’s 
bed. 

"  Do  you  know  me,  fair  lady  ?”  faid  (he. 
u  Your  mother  does  not  bear  you  a  greater  N 
affeCtion  than  I  do  ;  let  me  feel  your  (kin. 
Alas  !  how  hot  it  is  !  you  are  confumed  by  a 
flame  which  you  conceal.  Your  pulfe  is  con¬ 
tracted,  and  indicates  the  violence  you  do  to 
yourfelf  in  not  revealing  your  grief.  In  your 
very  eyes,  which  are  fo  beautiful,  and  fo  full 
of  that  candour  with  which  your  heart  over¬ 
flows,  there  is  a  vifible  cortfufion,  which 
forms  a  (triking  contraft  to  that  livelinefs 
which  is  commonly  expreffed  in  your  looks. 

“  Will  you  deny  me  your  confidence  ;  me 
to  whom  you  are  dearer  than  even  my  owA 
daughter,  and  who  have  been  this  morning 
offering  in  your  behalf  a  dove  as  innocent  as 
yourfelf,  at  the  foot  of  the  image  of  the  great 
Adaroth  ?  Alas  !  in  intruding  your  fecrets  to 
me  you  will  inform  me  of  nothing  which  I 
do  not  already  know,  and.  for  which  I  am  not 
both  able  and  willing  to  afford  an  efficacious 

remedy — you  are  in  love, - you  blufh  !  I 

fee  I  have  gueffed  the  truth  ;  but  bluffing  is 
not  fufficient  to  enable  me  to  apply  the  power¬ 
ful  remedy  I  have  thought  of ;  I  mud  know 
with  whom  you  are  in  love  "  I  dare  not 

confefs  that.”—"  It  will  be  feen  that  you  are: 
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in  love  with  fome  fine  prince,  and  though  you 
ihould  be  proud  of  having  placed  your  affec¬ 
tions  fo  high,  you  are  thinking  of  being  afha- 
med  of  it.”— “  But,  fince  you  have  fo  well 
gueffed  my  complaint,  tell  me  how  I  could 
poflibly  be  feen,  and  be  beloved  by  him,  if. 
he 'marries  ?” 

“  Thefe  are  three  things  which  will  depend 
upon  me,”  faid  the  trader  :*  “  I  will*  take  care 
that  you  (hall  be  feen  by  the  perfon  whom  you-, 
love;  I  defy  him  to  behold  you  without  lov¬ 
ing  you  }  and,  with  refpedl  to  the  Chinefe  who-- 
have  come  to  propofe  a  wife  to  him,  I  will 
regale  them  with  a  perfume  which  will  fend, 
them  back  to  the  place  whence  they  came. 

“  Lay  afide,  fair  lady,  the  drugs  of  your 
phyficians,  and  let  Hope  take  poffeffjon  of 
your  heart.  Here  is  the  balfam  fo  neceffary 
to  cure  your  complaint;  Let  the  tranquillity 
*of  your  mind  revive  in  your  check  the  lilly 
and  the  rofe,  and  if,  by  following  my  advice, 
you  are  not  in  three  months  the  happieft  of 
mortals,  may  all  the  perfumes  in  my  fhop  in- 
ftantly  vanifh  into  fmoke,  and  may  I  never 
more  behold  Mouffoul,  my  dear  native  coun¬ 
try. 

“  I  fee  you  arc  already  revived  ;  your  ap¬ 
petite  will  immediately  return,  and  ycu  will 
take  fame  food.  Without  precaution  and 
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care,  it  might  do  you  harm  }  but  I  will  give 
you  three  drops  of  my  elixir,  fome  of  which  I 
will  take  before  you,  and  it  will  ftrengthen 
your  ftomach  in  fuch  a  manner  that  nourifli- 
ment  taken  in  great  abundance  will  be  at¬ 
tended  with  no  inconvenience.  You  may  be 
allured  that  I  give  no  medicine  with  which  I 
am  not  perfe&ly  acquainted,  finceT  prepare 
them  myfelf.” 

The  beautiful  fick  lady  yielded  entirely  to 
the  woman’s  direction,  and  the  elixir  operat¬ 
ed  as  powerfully  as  her  counfels.  Nothing 
was  ever  fo  fudden  as  her  recovery,  for  in 
three  days  after  this  converfation  (he  had  not 
only  regained  the  frelhnefs  of  her  complexion 
but  (he  was  even  told  that  her  beauty  was  im¬ 
proved.  The  phyficians  were  greatly  aftonilh- 
ed  at  the  cure,  and  the  credit  which  the  trader 
of  Moufloul  had  acquired  wholly  banilhed  them 
from  the  houfe. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  report  of  the  fubjeft 
of  the  Chinefe  embally  was  da’ly  repeated  in 
the  family,  and,  as  is  very  common,  even  be¬ 
fore  the  ambaffador  had  begun  his  negociation, 
the  idle  people  of  Samarkand  had  fettled  every 
article  of  the  treaty.  The  trader  appeared  v 
“  what !”  faid  (he  to  Billah-Dadil,  “  you  are 
uneafy,  my  fair  lady  !  Do  you  doubt  my  zeal, 
attachment,  or  indultry  ?  and  v  hile  the  am- 
baflador  is  (till  unpacking  his  (tuffs,  and  open- 
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ing  his  ftores,  is  it  poflible  any  one  can  have 
convinced  you  that  he  has  already  gained  over 
the  heart  of  your  prince  in  favour  of  the 
Chinefe  princefs  ?  A  very  pretty  objeft  truly, 
this  princefs,  with  her  gewgaws  hanging  at  her 
nofe,  her  lips,  and  her  cars!  She  has  the 
appearance  of  a  jeweller’s  Ihop  1  And  fuch  is 
the  rival  who  would  deprive  you  of  your 
charming  prince  !  It  is  more  than  eight  years 
fincefche  amufed  himfelf  with  puppets.  Say 
not  one  word ;  be  quiet,  and,  to  free  you 
from  all  your  alarms,  I  will  perhaps  bring 
your  lover  himfelf  to-morrow. 

At  this  aflurance  Billah-Dadil  held  down 
her  head,  and  blulhed ;  “  but  my  mother  ? 
and  my  Haves  ?”  faid  (he.  (t  All  thefe  people,” 
anfwered  the  trader,  “  are  lulled  alleep 
before  hand.  Would  I  think  you  expofe 
to  any  danger,  you  whom  I  love  better 
than  myfelf  ?  Once  more,  my  fair  lady,  when 
I  come  this  evening,  receive  me,  in  what¬ 
ever  manner  I  come,  and  expe&  a  very  agree¬ 
able  vifit.  Confider  that  you  are  ferved  by  one 
who  never  failed  in  her  attempts. 

Here  Badvildinn  interrupted  the  courfe  of 
his  narration:  w  Princes,”  faid  he  to  thofe 
who  heard  him,  fi  you  already  guefs^  and  for  _ 
my  part,  after  hearing  your  hiftoiies,  I  clear¬ 
ly  perceive  who  die  perfon  was  who  introd  uc- 
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ed  himfelf  into  Shamakda’s  houfe.  It  was 
the  fame  perfon,  undoubtedly,  who,,  tranf- 
formed  into  a  giant,  had  opened  his  treafures 
to  him  with  fo  much  extravagance  and  pro- 
fufion ;  it  was  he  in  fhort  who  can  affume  any 
,  form  that  fuits  his  villainy  ;  in  one  word,  we 
behold  in  this  woman  the  deteftable  Mau- 
graby. 

While  he  a£ed  thi3  part  at  Shamakda’s 
houfe,  he  was  not  idle  at  the  palace.  Under 
his  diguife  of  a  female  trader  he  had  gained 
the  confidence  of  all  the  women  and  eunuchs  $ 
he  was  the  intimate  friend  of  the  prince’s 
nurfe  and  governefs,  and  had  defcribed  the 
princefs  of  China  to  them  in  fo  ridiculous 
colours  that  they  conceived  the  greateft  aver- 
fion  to  the  propofed  marriage.  “  Be  allured 
of  it,”  faid  this  dangerous  creature,  “  I  know 
her,  for  I  have  fold  her  pomatums,  to  remove 
in  part  that  rednefs  which  is  on  the  point  of 
her  nofe.  I  am  going  to  give  you  a  reprefen- 
tation  of  her ;  but  I  mull  firil  make  ufe  of 
one  of  my  drugs  to  fwell  my  eye-lids  fo  that 
they  may  adhere  to  one  another,  and  the. 
effort  to  admit  the  light  into  my  eyes  may 
make  the  extremity  of  the  opening  which  I 
(hall  have  left  for  its  pafiage  entirely  with¬ 
draw.  When  (he  was  thus  prepared,  fhe  put  her 
hands  into  her  fleeves,  ftretched  out  her  neck, 
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hung  down  her  head,  and  began  to  walk  from 
one  end  of  the  apartment  to  the  other,  upon 
her  ankle  bones.  The  women  who  faw  her 
fell  into  immoderate  fits  of  laughter.  The 
prince  arrived  in  the  mean  time,  and  afked  the 
/fubje£fc  of  their  mirth.  “  Come  and  behold 
your  intended  fpoufe,  the  princefs  of  China,” 
faid  they. — Schazzarickdin  wasfo  diverted  with 
the  thing  that  he  could  not  refrain  from 
laughing.  The  fuppofed  trader  of  Moufloul, 
with  whom  he  was  already  acquainted,  enter¬ 
ed  into  difcourfe  with  him.  “  What  farce 
were  you  acting  ?”  faid  he,  taking  her  afide, 
u  Is  it  poflible  that  you  know  the  princefs  of 
China  ?” 

M  Yes,  1  know  her,”  faid  the  falfe  crea¬ 
ture  ;  ((  believe  me,  prince,  fhe  is  not  made 
for  you.  You  are  (Iraight  as  the  reeds  of  the 
Nile,  and  fitted  to  charm  every  eye.  Your’s 
are  the  frefhnefs  of  the  rofe,  and  the  fplendour 
s  of  the  butterfly.  Happy  would  you  be  to 
have  children  like  yourfelf ;  but  this  ambaffa- 
dor  comes  to  propofe  to  you  to  mix  your  blood 
with  that  of  a  race  of  half  apes.  And  how  is 
it  neceflary  to  your  happinefs  that  you  fliould 
marry  a  King’s  daughter  ?  When  the  curtains 
are  drawn,  does  one  feek  to  roll  on  fceptres  and 
crowns  ?  And  think  you  that  a  wife  is  the 
more  obedient  to  her  huibund  that  fhe  is  the 
daughter  oi  a  monarch  ?  Believe  me,  make 
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happy  the  moil  beautiful  girl  in  your  domi¬ 
nions,  who  will  derive  all  her  glory  from  the 
honour  of  being  your’s.  I  know  one  whom 
the  rays  of  the  fun  have  never  yet  beheld,  and 
whom  they  will  be  proud  to  illuminate,  when 
(lie  is  placed  by  your  fide.  In  gentlenefs  Ihe 
is  not  inferior  to  the  dove,  the  quick*, 
nefs  of  her  underftanding  is  equal  to  the  fire 
which  fparkles  in  her  eyes,  and  (he  poffefles  a 
vigorous  and  feeling  foul.  In  (hort,  prince,  I 
know  you  both,  and  the  more  I  confider  you, 
the  more  do  I  perceive  that  the  fates  have  load¬ 
ed  you  both  with  their  favours  to  bring  about 
your  union.  I  have  feemthe  world,  and  you. 
may  depend  upon  my  word.  I  know  none 
but  die  charming  Billah-Dadil,  the  daughter 
of  one  of  the  mod:  worthy  individuals  in  Sa¬ 
markand,  who  is  worthy  to  attract  the  wiffie* 
of  the  great  prince  Schazzarickdin.” 

The  encomium  of  this  pretended  trader  was 
not  extravagant :  there  was,  moreover,  fome- 
thing  (Irongly  perfuafive,  and  feducing  in  the 
found  of  her  voice,  in  her  figure,  and  in  her  ges¬ 
ture.  The  prince  of  TaTtary  felt  an  emotion  not 
of  common  curiofity,  but  a  llrong  defire  of  feeing 
the  extraordinary  beauty  which  had  been  de- 
-cribed  to  him. 

He  afked  the  woman  of  Moufloul  if  ffie 
could  procure  him  that  favour :  (lie  prerended 
to  find  a  great  many  difficulties,  but  pvopofed 
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to  attempt  and  hazard  every  thing  in  order  to 
overcome  them,  and  promifed  immediately  to 
give  an  account  of  the  exertions  which  Ihe 
fhould  make  to  attain  fuccefs.  When  this  con- 
verfation  was  ended,  die  came  to  revive  the 
hopes  of  her  beautiful  patient  *,  and  as  foon  as 
{he  had  prevailed  upon  her  to  receive  the 
prince,  when  Ihe  ihould  bring  him  to  her,  {he 
went  to  fix  upon  the  difguife  which  the  young 
enamoured  prince  was  to  aflame. 

Next  day  Ihe  appeared  at  the  palace,  and, 
after  having  prated  for  fome  time  with  the 
nurfe  and  governefs,  as  ufual,  (he  found  art 
opportunity  of  accofting  the  prince,  who  was 
in  fearch  of  her. 

**  Your  bufinefs  is  done/’  faid  {he ;  M  it 
only  coft  me  the  telling  of  a  falfehood.  In  no 
houfe  cf  Samarkand  am  I  treated  with  fo  much 
kindnefs  as  in  that  to  which  I  will  this  even¬ 
ing  conduct  you.  I  informed  them  that  I  ex¬ 
pected  my  daughter,  who  flays  with  one  of 
my  filters  at  the  dillance  of  two  days  journey, 
and  they  are  very  impatient  to  fee  her.  The 
beauty  of  whom  I  boafted  to  you  is  lately  re¬ 
covered  from  ficknefs,  and  her  friends  are 
vjry  well  pleafed  that  my  child  fhould  come 
and  fpend  a  great  part  of  the  evening  in  their 
houfe,  with  their  beloved  daughter.  I  have 
brought  the  difguife  of  a  woman  for  you  in 
my  balket.  It  will  fit  you  to  admiration  j  and 
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you  muft  prepare  yourfelf  that  we  may  leave 
this  place  by  a  private  door,  as  foon  as  it  is 
night.  We  will  betake  ourfelves  to  the  houfe,. 
and  if  it  is  poffible  I  fhould  have  been  miftaken 
in  the  defcription  which  I  have  given  of  one 
whom  1  love  as  dearly  as  my  own  life,  you 
will  continue  to  conduct  yourfelf  fo  as  to  pafs 
for  my  daughter,  and  leave  the  houfe  without 
making  yourfelf  known.” 

The  meafures  were  adopted ;  and  the  inter-* 
view  took  place  :  Schazzarickdin  was  enflamed 
with  as  violent  a  paflion  as  he  had  infpired 
into  the  heart  of  Billah-Dadil.  His  difguife 
foon  became  very  irkfome  to  him  ;  and  the 
confident,  who  was  very  expert  in  aflifting 
him  to  difcover  himfelf,  brought  the  two 
young  lovers  to  fwear  eternal  affe&ion,  at¬ 
tachment,  and  fidelity  to  one  another.  The 
prince  learned,  that  love  for  him  had  brought 
the  young  lady  to  the  point  of  death,  and  tills 
became  the  fubje£!  of  a  thoufand  empaflioned 
fpeeches.  In  fhort,  they  would  not  have  fe- 
parated  if  the  trader,  who  was  well  fkilled  in 
intrigue,  had  not  put  them  in  mind  cf  the  de¬ 
licate  attentions  which  were  due  to  one  an¬ 
other. 

The  prince  of  Tartary  was  tenderly  beloved' 
by  his  father,  and  hefitated  not  to  tell  him  the 
fentiments  of  his  heart,  that  he  might  be  able 
to  meet  the  propofals  of  the  Chinefe  ambaflfa- 
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dor.  (i  Sire,”  faid  he,  (f  the  envoy  from  the 
King  of  China  has  only  had  two  audiences, 
and  has  not  yet  told  you  the  whole  objeft  of 
his  coming  hither ;  but  it  has  been  fpoken  of 
by  his  attendants  who  pofltfs  not  equal  pru« 
dence.  He  makes  you  propofals  which  will 
be  attended  with  many  difficulties  j  for,  in  or¬ 
der  to  procure  more  advantageous  terms,  he 
intends  to  offer,  in  marriage  to  me,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  king  his  mailer.  Thefe  pufillani- 
moirs  people  have  falfe  ideas  of  greatnefs,  and 
fuppofe  that  man  mult  feek  for  honour  in  the 
alliance  which  lie  forms  with  a  wife,  as  if  our 
Tartars  would  one  day  treat  me  with  refpeft 
becaufe  I  was  the  fon-in-law  of  a  King.  Let 
us  live  in  peace,  Sire,  with  this  avaricious, 
trifling,  and  enervated  people  ;  but  let  us  not 
ftain  the  nobility  of  our  blood  by  the  bafenefs 
of  their’s,  from  which  unnatural  mixture 
nothing  could  proceed  but  a  degenerate  off- 
fpring.  It  belongs  to  me  to  procure  the  re- 
fpe£l  of  my  people  for  the  wife  whom  I  ffiall 
choofe.” 

Thefe  arguments  of  the  prince  feemed  to 
pleafe  the  King :  (i  My  dear  Schazzarickdin/> 
faid  he,  «  you  have  the  true  fentiments  of  a 
Tartar,  and  I  will  not  confine  you  in  your 
choice  by  any  political  motive  whatever.  But 
it  is  now  time  to  think  of  fettling  you  in  mar¬ 
riage,  and  I  would  be  anxious  to  know  what 
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wife  beauty  throughout  my  extenfive  domi¬ 
nions  could  make  you  happy.” 

“  I  can  let  you  fee  her,’’  faid  the  prince, 

“  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  approve 
my  choice.’*  The  King  exprefled  his-  impa¬ 
tience.  Schazzarickdin  procured  for  him  a  fight 
of  Billal-Dadih,  and  the  monarch,  delighted 
with  the  charms  and  convcrfation  of  Shamakda’s 
daughter,  announced  to  the  whole  court  that 
his  fon’s  marriage  with  her  was  immediately 
to  take  place.  .  * 

The  Chinefe  ambaffador  now  faw  that  his 
negociation  was  at  an  end,  for  they  had  anti¬ 
cipated  the  offer  which  he  intended  to  make  in 
order  to  obtain  advantageous  terms,  that  they 
might  not  be  under  the  necellity  of  difobliging^ 
him  by  a  refufal.  v 

I  have  now  related  to  you  the  circum (lan¬ 
ces  which  preceded  my  father  and  mother’s 
marriage  :  for  I  am  the  fon  of  Schazzarickdin 
and  Billah-Dadil.  It  would  be  needlefs  here 
to  give  a  detail  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  nup¬ 
tials  ;  I  (hall,  therefore,  confine  myfelf  to  thofe 
events  which  followed  it.  Although  fome- 
thing  fupernatural  may  readily  be  fufpedled  in 
the  paflion  which  my  parents  had  conceived 
for  one  another,  fince  Maugraby  himfelf  con¬ 
trived  and  conduced  the  intrigue,  yet  without 
doubt  fympathy  came  in  for  a  very  great  (hare. 
<rf.it,. 
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Seeing  themfelves  united,  they  thought  they 
were  the'  happieft  of  mortals ;  but  without 
fufpe&ing  it,  they  were  the  fport  of  our  ene¬ 
my,  who  for  a  long  time  had  been  preparing  to 
himfelf  a  victim  who  has  been  fubjeft  to  his 
power  from  the  firft  moment  of  his  exiftence. 
His  fatal  influence  deprived  me,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  of  the  fweet  carefles  which  I  would 
have  enjoyed  in  the  bofom  of  my  parents. 

Alas  1  if  you  do  not  already  hate  fufficient- 
ly  this  abominable  monfter,  the  forrow  and 
diftrefs  which  his  infamous  arts  have  diffufed: 
over  the  belt  years  of  my  life,  will  furnifh  you 
with  new- motives  of  averfion. 

To  make  you  underfland  my  hifVory,  I  mufb 
go  over  a  pidlure  at  which  my  heart  ftill  re¬ 
volts,  and,  contrary  to  my  inclination,  violate 
the  refpe&able  fecrets  of  my  parent’s  nuptial 
bed.  In  vain  did  my  father  poffefs  the  bloom 
of  youth  with  all-  its  blefftngs ;  in  vain  did  love 
light  up  a  flame  in  his  heart.  A  charm  fupe- 
rior  to<  the  ftrength  of  youth  and  the  power 
of  paflion,  cooled  his  fire,  and  lulled  him  aileep, 
as  foon  as  he  afeended  the  nuptial  bed. 

It  may  well  be  fuppofed  that  the  treacher¬ 
ous  woman  of  Moufloul  came,  in  the  morning, 
to  obfervethe  fuccefs  of  her  triumph  over  lovs 
and  nature.  She  faw  it  in  the  looks  of  the 
two  lovers:-  buj:  fhe  mull  not  eagerly  feek  to 
be  intruded  with  their  confidence.  It  will  be 
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deferred  for  fome  days,  and  defpair  muft  at 
length  make  them  difcover  to  her  the  fecret. 
It  was  not  long  before  my  father  was  reduced 
to  this  iituation. 

"  O  Aftaroth !”  exclaimed  the  treacher¬ 
ous  confident,  raifing  her  folded  hands,  (t  this 
is  the  work  of  thefe  curfed  Chinefe  !  irecog- 
nize  them  by  the  recolleftion  of  a  fimilar  a&  j 
but  indeed  they  never  perform  any  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  kind  with  their  great  dragon. 

“  It  is  with  great  juftice  this  race  are  curfed^. 
as  behold  how  they  are  maimed  and  deformed  ! 
They  are  to  other  men  what  a  muftiroom  is  to 
a  melon.  They  fet  out  accordingly' as  foon  as 
they  had  (truck  their  blow,  but  Aftaroth  is  not 
a  god,  or  the  ball  which  they  have  played  (hall 
recoil  upon  their  own  heads.  I.  could  eafily 
give  you  a  (ling  by  which  youmight  reach  them ; 
but  you  alone  could  not  take  vengeance  on 
an  ambaffador  efcorted  by  four  thoufand  men. 
Let  us  lay  afide,  for  a  time,  therefore,  the 
thoughts  of  revenge  5.  and  let  .  us  attend  to  the 
moft  prefling  danger.  When  your  fpoufe  was 
about  to  die  of  love  for  you,  I  prefented  fome 
offerings  to  Aftaroth,  and  her  health  was  re¬ 
ft  ored«  I  intend  to  go  this  very  night  to  deep 
in  his  temple  :  his  priefts  know  me,  and  do 
not  fufpeft  the  devotion  which  leads  me  every 
day  to  his  (hrine.  I  will  carry  with  me  the 
befl.  perfumes  in  my  poffeflion,  and  having 
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burned  them,  I  will  lean  my  head  upon  a  pil¬ 
low  filled  with  grains  of  white  poppies.  Be 
perfeftly  at  your  eafe,  and  depend  upon  the 
credit,  the  knowledge,  and  the  refources  of 
female  trader  of  Mouffoul.” 

My  father  went  to  inform  his  fpoufe,  and 
both  of  them,  equally  deceived,  waited  with  im¬ 
patience  for  the  woman’s  return.  She  arrived 
next  morning,  and  appeared  with  an, air  of 
triumph  ;  “  Rejoice, ’*  faid  fhe  j  I  did  not 
fpare  my  perfumes,  but  they  have  been  of  great 
fervice  to  me ;  I  never  had  a  more  pleafant 
dream  in  my  life  ;  the  great  dragon  will  be 
feverely  punifhed.  You  mud  tell  nothing 
of  all  this,  except  to  the  King  your  far¬ 
ther:  there  are  fome  things  which  muft  be 
concealed  from  the  vulgar-  It  was  not  Aftar- 
oth  himfelf,  but  the  great  Maugraby,  his  lieu¬ 
tenant  upon  earth,  who  appeared  to  me..  Ah  b 
what  a  noble  and  venerable  being !  You 
(hall  fee  him  fome  day ;  there  is  nothing  upon 
earth  fo  fitted  to  command  refpedb.  He  was 
clothed  completely  in  vellum,  remarkably  white 
and  fine:  at  the  notfe  occafioned  by  the  ruff¬ 
ling  of  the  folds  of  his  garment  I  turned  my 
head  towards  the  place  where  he  was.  He 
told  me  his  name,  and  faid,  “  Aftaroth  accepts 
thy  incenfe,  arid  the  prince  of  Tartary  (hall  be 
delivered  from  the  fatal  confequence  of  the 
attacked  the  great  dragon.  He  fhall  be  aven- 
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ged  on  his  enemies  ;  he  (hall  enjoy  a  numerous 
offspring,  and  arrive  at  a  good  old  age  :  but 
fomething  more  than  perfumes  is  required  by 
the  Deity  whom  you  invoke.  He  wiihes  a  heart 
wholly  devoted  to  liimfelf,  and  requires  a  po- 
fitive  pledge  of  it.  The  prince  and  princefs  of 
Tartary  mull  dedicate  to  him  the  firft  male 
offspring  which  fhall  be  the  fruit  of  their  em¬ 
braces,  and  you  will  bring  back,  a  promife  to 
this  effeft,  fealed  by  their  oath.”  At  the  fame 
time  he  cut  off  a  piece  from  his  rob  upon  his 
bofomj  he  delivered  it  to  me,  and  I  have 
brought  it  to  you.  Let  us  go  into  your  wife’s 
apartment,  and  make  her  fenfible  of  the  honour 
done  you  by  Aftaroth,  and  of  the  advantage 
which  your  child  will  derive  from  being  the 
adopted  fon  of  fo  powerful  a  divinity.” 

My  father,  who  was  fubjefted  to  fo  difa- 
greeable  an  enchantment,  was  excufable  in 
wifhing  to  be  freed  from  the  charm.  My  mo¬ 
ther  was  no  lefs  impatient  to  fee  him  delivered 
from  the  effe&s  of  that  mortifying  forcery. 
Befides,  both  of  them  were  tin&ured,  as  I  alfo 
have  been  from  my  infancy,  with  the  fuperfti- 
tions  of  the  religion  of  Aftaroth. 

Their  confident  dictated  the  writing,  took  a 
drop  of  blood  from  the  arm  of  each  of  them, 
mingled  with  it  her  own,  and  made  them  fign 
the  formal  engagement  by  which  I  was  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  greateft  enemy  we  can  have  :  for 
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you  mull  now  underftand  the  nature  of  that 
pretended  god  Aftaroth,whofe  avowed  lieuten¬ 
ant  is  the  hateful  Maugraby. 

Nine  months  after  this  fatal  contrail*  I  came 
into  the  world,  and  my  parents,  well  knowing 
that  I  did  not  belong  to  them*  fent  to  prefen t 
me  to  their  divinity.  The  high  pried  received 
me  with  pomp,  and  covered  me  in  form  with 
Twaddling  clothes  of  linen  bordered  with  pur¬ 
ple,  to  denote  that  I  was  both  a  pried  and  the 
child  of  a  King.  A  nurfe  brought  me  up  in 
the  temple,  and  I  was  from  time  to  time  car¬ 
ried  to  the  palace.  I  there  met  with  carefles  ; 
but  the  pried  who  attended  me  would  not  al¬ 
low  me  to  indulge  them. 

As  foon  as  I  was  able  to  dand  at  the  altar,  I 
was  obliged  to  alTift  at  all  the  facrifices  j  and 
from  that  time  I  felt  an  invincible  repugnance 
to  the  duties  which  they  wilhed  to  impofe 
upon  me. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  marriage  of  my  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother  feemed  to  have  procured  them 
the  enjoyment  of  the  greated  happinefs :  their 
family  became  very  numerous,  and  I  have  left 
behind  me  three  younger  brothers  in  good 
health  ;  fo  that,  though  my  dedication  to  this 
monfler  makes  me  be  confidered  as  removed 
from  the  throne,  my  father  can  be  under  no 
apprehenfion  of  wanting  a  fucceflbr. 
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With  refpe£l  to  myfelf,  the  bufinefs  to 
which  I  was  compelled  became  very  burden¬ 
some;  I  gave  application  to  nothing  belonging 
to  my  profefTion,  and  if  I  appeared  to  be  in¬ 
formed  in  thofe  things  which  were  taught  me, 
I  was  indebted  for  it  to  nature,  which  had  en¬ 
dowed  me  with  great  quicknefs  of  comprehen¬ 
sion.  Befides,  whenever  I  could  efcape  from 
the  hands  of  my  overfeer,  I  mounted  the  firft 
horfe  I  found,  or  run  with  a  bow  in  my  hand 
into  the  country. 

In  thefe  different  employments,  to  which  I 
Hole  away,  or  in  which  I  thoughtlefsly  indul¬ 
ged,  did  I  pafs  my  time,  till  I  attained  my  fif¬ 
teenth  year. 

One  day,  when,  dreffed  in  a  linen  robe,  and 
crowned  with  rofes,  I  prefented  the  incenfe  to 
the  high  prieft,  as  he  was  employed  in  the  fa- 
crifice  I  was  informed  that  my  father  and  mo¬ 
ther  wanted  me  at  the  palace.  I  haftily  threw 
down  the  cenfer,  and  in  the  drefs  I  had  on, 
flew  to  the  place  where  I  had  been  told  I  was 
expe&ed. 

I  found  in  my  mother’s  apartment  the  old 
man  with  a  white  beard,  dreffed  in  the  vellum 
robe  which  I  had  fo  often  heard  defcribed, 
when  the  reafons  were  talked  of  for  removing 
me  from  the  palace.  It  is  impoffible  to  form  the 
idea  a  of  figure  more  noble  and  (lately,  or  better 
fittedtocommand  refpeft  than  that  whichMaug- 

raby 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


164 

raby  had  then  afiumed.  My  father  wa^rery 
grave  j  and  I  perceived  a  few  tears  drop  from 
my  mother’s  eyes.  “  My  fon,”faid  Schazzarick- 
din,  “  the  lieutenant  of  the  divinity  to  whom 
you  are  confecrated  has  come  to  conduct  you  * 
to  the  place  where  you  are  to  be  initiated.” 

“  Sir,”  faid  Maugraby  to  my  father, “  you  have 
kept  your  word  with  me,  and  I  reftore  you  your 
writing :  if  there  is  any  thing  with  which  I 
have  reafon  to  be  diflatisfied  I  cannot  blame 
you.** 

“  Young  man,”  faid  he,  turning  about  to 
me,  “  you  are  now  going  to  be  more  feriouf- 
ly  employed  than  you  have  hitherto  been.”  He 
then  took  me  by  the  hand,  which  he  ftill  held 
while  my  father  and  mother  locked  me  in  their 
embraces,  and  immediately  fet  out,  carrying 
me  along  wit*h  him.  Before  the  palace  we 
found  a  camel,  which  was  intended  to  aflift  us 
in  our  journey  ;  I  was  placed  upon  it  in  the 
jnoft  convenient  fituation  ;  and  a  tall  black  Have 
went  before  us,  holding  the  camel  by  the 
halter. 

When  we  were  without  the  city,  in  a  retired 
place,  my  mailer  faid  to  the  Have,  “  Stop  Ilage- 
Cadahe ;  we  are  going  to  change  our  plan  of 
travelling  ;  this  is  too  flow  for  us.”  Saying 
this,  he  fprung  from  the  camel,  and  the  Have 
ftretched  out  his  arms  to  aflift  me  in  alighting. 
Before  the  negro  had  fet  me  on  the  ground, 
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u  while  youhold  him,”  faid  his  matter,  cc  equip 
him  properly  for  the  journey.”  The  negro 
then  lightly  run  over  my  body,  and  (lopped  at 
my  forehead,  which  he  p  retted  very  roughly. 
Soon  after  he  produced  in  me  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  revolution,  impoffible  to  be  defcribed, 
beginning  with  a  terrible  giddinefs,  which  made 
me  lofe  my  balance,  and  fall  upon  my  fide. 
But  what  was  my  furprize,  when  I  thought  I 
obferved  that  inftead  of  being  a  man,  I  was 
only  a  bit  of  wood  cut  into  a  conical  (hape, 
’  pointed  in  the  end,  and  fitted  with  a  golden 
nail  in  the  point.  I  fay  that  I  thought  I  ob¬ 
ferved,  for  in  reality,  after  reading  fo  many 
books,  I  have  learned  the  meaning  of  three- 
fourths  of  thofe  ilkifions  which  are  produced 
by  magic,  and  am  now  convinced  that  I  did 
not  fee  what  I  really  was,  nor  was  I  what  I 
faw.  I  had  an  uncommonly  lively  dream  ;  but 
as  you  (hall  fee,  there  was  fomething  real  in 
it,  and  the  organs  of  fenfation  were  not  en¬ 
tirely  afleep. 

“  Come,  Ilage-Cadahe,”  faid  my  mailer, 
dripped  of  his  beard  and  robe,  and  having  al- 
fumed  a  hideous  form, (<  take  a  lafh  and  give  me 
another,  that  we  may  amufe  ourfelves  on  the 
way,  with  awakening  this  (leeping  top.”  I 
ftraightway  felt  a  (hower  of  blows  defcend 
upon  me,  by  which  I  could  fufficiently  per* 
ceive  that  I  was  not  merely  a  piece  of  wood. 
Vol.  IV.  '  Z  I 
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I  received  lbme  blows  with  leather  thongs, 
which  lifted  me  up,  and  carried  me  forward  an 
hundred  paces,  but  in  an  inilant  my  enemies 
were  up  with  me.  Raillery  was  added  to 
cruelty:  “  Ah!  what  a  fine  blow  I  haVe  juft 
now  given,  Ilage-Cadahe  ?  Truly  pur  top  is 
excellent :  I  have  been  well  allured  that  there 
were  many  tops  in  our  college  of  priefts,  but 
this  one  exceeds  every  idea which  can  be  form¬ 
ed  of  perfection.” 

I  could  hear  no  more :  I  fainted  away,  and 
•did  not  recover  before  I  was  plunged  in  the 
ftream  where  my  wounds  were  wafhed  ;  for 
every  (broke  which  was  applied  to  the  top  drew 
from  me  a  drop  of  blood-.  This  barbarity,  how¬ 
ever,  was  nothing  compared  with  that  of  which 
I  am  going  to  tell  you,  and  under  which  I  have 
unfortunately  groaned  for  the  fpace  of  a  year. 

I  retained  fulficiently  the  ufe  of  my  faculties 
to  hear  what  they  faid,  but  I  was  too  weak  to 
give  any  external  proof  of  it.  ((  Ilage-Cadahe,,, 
faid  the  crafty  mailer,  “  in  chaftifing  this  young 
miniller  of  Ailaroth’s  temple  who  was  devoid 
of  application,  of  zeal,  of  devotion,  and  even  o-f 
inclination,  we  have  followed  orders  which  we 
could  not  refill.  But  I,  the  unfortunate  father, 
will  pay  dear  for  my  obedience,  for  I  will  lofe 
my  dear  child,  and  my  only  foil.  You  know- 
lie  is  my  foil,  Ilage-Cadahe,”  faid  he,  after  a 
deep  figh,“  for  you  carried  Schazzarickdin  out 
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of  Billah-DadiFs  bed,  to  fubftitute  me  in  his 
place,  fince  the  enchantment  of  the  dragon 
could  be  broken  in  no  other  way.  During  the 
long  time  I  have  bom  this  young  man  in  my 
heart!  eagerly  wilhed  to  find  myfelf  free,  to 
beftow  the  mod  affe&ionate  care  on  his  edu¬ 
cation,  which  has  been  much  negle&ed.  Whi¬ 
ther  I  go  nothing  impure  can  enter ;  but  the 
orders  of  the  gods  are  pofitive,  and,  by  execu- 
ting'them,  |  have  perhaps  condemned  myfelf  to 
forrow  and  tears  during  the  remainder  of  my 
^ife.,,  So  faying  the  villain  died  tears,  which 
would  have  melted  a  rock. 

I  was  ftretched  on  the  earth  upon  a  heap  of 
mofs,  and  both  of  them  put  their  hands  upon 
my  lips  :  “  he  dill  breathes,”  faid  they.  Upon 
examining  my  pulfe,  they  found  it  very  weak. 
4‘  What  if  you  would  rilk  a  drop  of  your  elixir 
of  life  !”  faid  the  negro.  fi  It  is  very  ftrong,” 
faid  my  pretended  father ;  (t  I  have  fame  of  it 
fufficiently  mild  at  home ;  but  it  docs  not  mat¬ 
ter,  a  drop  is  of  no  great  confequence,  let  us 
try.”  My  head  was  raifed  up  ;  the  villains  well 
knew  the  power  which  they  employed ;  the 
elixir,  together  with  my  drength,  redored  my 
fenfibility  to  all  the  pains  by  which  I  was  rack¬ 
ed.  As  they  were  able  t&  fufpend  them  at 
pleafure,  their  plan  was  to  let  me  experience 
their  utmod  feverity,  and  I  uttered  mournful 
cries. 
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«  Alas  !  he  fufttrs ! — I  will  fave  him,’* 
exclaimed  Maugraby,as  if  tranfported  with  joy ; 

«<  I  will  carry  him  to  my  abode,  where  death 
cannot  enter.  Go  away,  Uage-Cadahej  whither 
1  go  you  cannot  follow  me  t  tell  that,  like  a 
faithful  Have,  I  obeyed  the  orders  I  received.” 

I  will  not  enlarge  farther  on  the  conduct  of 
this  demon  towards  me.  You  know,  more¬ 
over,  the  ufe  which  he  can  make  of  a  lie  when 
once  he  has  found  means  to  get  it  .adopted  ; 
and  you  fee  the  advantage  which  he  could 
a  Hume  over  me,  to  perfuade  me  that  my  fa¬ 
ther  (whofe  affe&ion  towards  me  was  unluck¬ 
ily  always  accompanied  with  referve)  was  not 
really  my  father.  Though  perfuaded  of  this, 
yet  my  education  not  being  fuitable  to  my 
birth,  being  unable  to  apply  myfelf  to  any 
work, -and  being  born  with. an  independent 
fpirit,.I  was '  negligent  and  fometimes  difobe- 
dient  in  the  performance  of  what  I  was  order¬ 
ed  to  do.  I  then  experienced  thofe  . brutalities 
of  which  you  have  fome  idea  :  a  blow  I  receiv¬ 
ed  from  him  made  my  lips  continue  fwelled  for 
eight  days.  The  caufe  of  my  receiving  it  was, 
that  one  day,  while  he  pretended  to  be  abfent, 
inftead  of  working  by  a  rule  of  calculation 
which  he  had  given  me,  I  had  been  fcarcli- 
ing  for  a  book  of  his  art,  in  a  place  where  he 
had  concealed  it,  on  purpofe  undoubtedly  that 
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I  might  fee  him  do  f6.  He  fuddenly  appeared, 
tore  from  me  the  book,  and  ftruck  me. 

Six  days  had*  elapfed  fince  this  adventure, 
and  he  pretended  to  treat  me  with  his  ufual 
cordiality,  and  even  with  greater  confidence. 
He  carried  me  to  hunt  the  (tag  ;  we  were  both 
armed  with  a  lance,  and  I  was  fo  much  the 
more  familiar  with  this  weapon  that  I  was 
allowed  the  ufe  of  it  in  the  college  of  priefts. 
My  enemy  went  before  me,  and  having  fet  his 
foot  upon  tire  trunk  of  a  thorn  which  was  con¬ 
cealed  under  the  grafs,  he  drew  it  back  bleed¬ 
ing  j  a  large  thorn  had  entered  his  foot,  hav¬ 
ing  gone  through  the  leather  of  his  bulkin, 
which  was  very  thin. 

He  uttered  a  cry,  flopped',  and  fat  down  ; 
upon  my  teftifying  furprize,  “  it  is  nothing,” 
faid-  he,  u  my  dear  fon.”  He  gave  a  very 
wrong  interpretation  to  my  emotion,  if  he 

*  imputed  it  to  fenfibility  ;  but  he  undoubtedly 
-  wiihed  to  appear  :  “  be  not  alarmed,”  faid  he, 

“  I  never  travel  without  carrying  fome  kind  of 
balfam  with  me.”" 

. 

Near  this  place  there  was  a  heap  of  earth 
covered  with  a '  green  turf,  which  formed  a 
kind  of  feat.  Here  Maugraby  fat  down,  took 
ofF  his  fhoes,  and  pulled,  from  his  pocket, 

*  two  little  flafks,  the  one  for  bathing,  and  the 
other  for  dreffing  the  wound.  His  blood  flowed 
very  copioufly,  and  this  idea  arofein  my  mind, 
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#<  he  is  a  man  as  well  as  me  ;  a  thorn  hurts 
him,  a  lance  would  kill  him.,,  The  idea 
of  the  fir  ft  treatment  which  I  received  from 
him  recurred  with  full  force  to  my  mind,  and 
the  frightful  appearance  he  had  made  to  me 
when  he  loaded  me  with  blows,  raillery,  and 
inventive,  filled  me  with  indignation  againft 
the  monfter. 

(t  He  calls  himfelf  my  father,”  faid  I  to 
myfelf,  «  carefies  me  in  an  extravagant  man¬ 
ner,  and  threatens  me,  that,  if  I  do  not  obey 
him,  Aftaroth  will  deflroy  me.  But  it  {hall 
not  be  by  his  means,  for  I  am  going  to  deflroy 
him,  and  will  prevent  him  from  making  ufe 
of  his  balfam.”  So  faying,  while  he  turned 
his  back  to  me,  I  aimed  a  blow  with  my 
lance,  {truck  him  between  the  fhoulders,  drove 
him  forward,  and  fixed  him  to  tire  earth. 

I  did  not  even  then  refte£l  what  fhould  be¬ 
come  of  me  here  alone ;  but  fearing  lead  he 
fhould  rife  again  and  exercife  his  dreadful  re¬ 
venge  upon  me,  I  was  leaping  over  the  bank  of 
turf  which  feparated  us,  with  a  dengntokill  him 
completely,  when  my  foot  flipt,  and  I  fell.  I 
wifhed  to  rife,  but  I  found  my  hands  and  feet 
tied,  and  faw  Maugraby  Handing  before  me 
with  that  horrible  look  which  is  peculiar  to 
him,  when  he  does  not  counterfeit  any  like- 
nefs.  “Vile  affafim  1”  faid  he,  “  who  Avert 
capable  of  going  the  length  even  of  paTricide  ! 
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I-  have  pulled  off  the  mafic  from  you  ;  you 
fliall  commit  no  more  crimes  upon  earth.” 

The  terror  with  which  I  was  feized  pre¬ 
vented  me  from  giving  attention  to  the  cruel 
raillery  employed  againft  me  and  my  whole 
family.  My  grandfather,  the  wood-cutter,, 
was  not  fpared ;  and  the  monfter  who  then 
overwhelmed  with  terror,  declared  himfelf  the 
author  of  that  fortune  which  my  mother’s  fa¬ 
mily  had  acquired.  He  dragged  me  into  his 
abominable  church-yard,  where  I  know  not 
how  long  I  have  lived  ;  if  indeed  to  remain  al¬ 
ways  in  the  diftra&ion  of  fuffering  can  be  cal¬ 
led  living. 

The  five  princes  who  heard  the  (lory  of 
Badvildinn  had  liftened  with  the  moil  un¬ 
wearied  attention.  When  it  was  done,  their 
looks  were  turned  towards  the  only  one  of 
them  who  had  not  related  his  hiitory ;  and 
he  thus  proceeded  to  gratify  their  impatience  r 

Story  of  Shahadildin ,  Prince  of  Damas. 

O  my  brothers!  faid  he,  my  noble  and 
fad  companions  in  misfortune !  what  fen- 
fations  have  ypu  awaked  in  my  heart !  How 
much  have  you  enlightened  my  mind  refpeft- 
ing  my  own  .adventures !  I  now  underftand 
many  things  which  I  formerly  thought  inex~ 
_  plicable  5  I  recognize,  under  tfre  different  cha- 
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ra&ers  whofe  actions  I  am  now  going  to  re¬ 
late  to  you,  the  fame  agent  who  has  fo 
, artfully  contrived  our  ruin;  and  I  will  give 
him  his  infamous  and  true  name,  whatever 
form  he  may  have  affumed  to  accomplifh  his 
criminal  defigns. 

To  prevent  confufion  in  fads,  which  ap*- 
pear  to  me  neceffarily  conneded  together,  I 
will,  like  the  prince  of  Tartary,  begin  my  re¬ 
lation  from  a  pretty  high  origin. 

My  grandmother  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 

•  five,  and  left  my  mother,  who  was  only  four¬ 
teen,  under  the  protection  of  her  grandmother, 
a  woman  of  a  very  advanced  age,  whom  I 
called  my  great-grandmother.  At  that  time, 
flie  took  particular  care  of  me,  and  I  thought  I 
was  under  great  obligations-  to  her  ;  but  when 
I  reflect  on  the  relations  which  I  have  now 
heard,  I  fee,  that  to  her  I  owe  all  my  misfor¬ 
tunes.  I  fee  likewife,  that  towards  me  fhe  was 
innocent,  but  that  fhe  was  greatly  abufed  and 

"  deceived,  both  with  refped  to  herfelf  and  to 
me. 

I  intend  to  give  you  a  faithful  picture  of  the 
woman^who  was  called  my  great-grandmother; 
but  flie  muff  be  placed  in  fuch  a  light  as  you 
have  now  enabled  me  to  fee  her  in,  namely, 

•  as  the  agent  of  Maugraby  to  promote  my 
'  snifery,  and  perhaps  the  real  misfortune  of 
'  my  family.  X  will  colled  all  the  different  fea¬ 
tures* 
•* 
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tures  which  I  can  remember  of  her,  and  lay 
them  before  you,  that  I  may  not  deceive  you 
with  regard  either  to  her  or  myfelf. 

Her  name  wa6  Hamene  5  fhe  had  only  one 
daughter,  and  {he  was  very  early  left  a  widow, 
by  a  merchant  of  Damas.  I  remember  a  young 
page,  who  was  a  great  favourite  of  the  King 
my  grandfather,  pp.ce  'faid  to  me,  Take 
care  that  your  great-grandmother  do  not  kill 
you  with  devotion*  as  Ihe  did  her  hu{band,.and 
her  fan  in  .law.”  I  do,ubt  not  but  theiyoung 
page, had  heard  this  faid  concerning  fny;  great¬ 
grandmother,  for  fhe  was  called  Hameixe  the 
faint,  or. the  faint  of  ,Damas  j  and  never  w^s 
the  external  part  pf.  fap^lity  carried  to  a  great¬ 
er  height.  She  never  w$nt  abroad  -without  a 
veil  larger  and  thicker  than  thofe  worn  by  other 
women:;  and  her  dark  coloured  attire,  to- 
g ether  with  her  tall,  ftajture,  [which  was.  wither¬ 
ed,  but-ftill-ftraight,  notwithftanding  her  age,, 
would  ie^fily  have  difcovered  hetj  .although 
{he  had  not  been  charadterifed  by  the  book  of 
the  AJe'ora.n,  which  fhe  always  carried  under 
her  aroi,  and  .a  flriflg  pf  beads  :as  large  as 
eggs  *.  She  put.on;her;weed;s„Qf  mqurning  tp 
accompany  every r  funeral. j  {he  .  mingled  vvith 
the  relations  of  the  deceafed,?  and  tjriie  forrow 
was  not  to  be  compared  to  the :  grief  with 

•  .  •  |M»|>  ••  .♦  1  >/.  <*J»  .  >  *  *  * 

*  The  dervifes  and  the  famous  wear,  at  their  neck,  a 
large  firing  of  beads,  which  they  call  Mofphala. 
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which  fhe  fecmed  to  be  affe&ed.  In  fhort,  to 
defcribe  the  affliction  of  a  woman  who  had  loft 
her  hufband,  it  was  faid  that  fhe  lamented 
him  as  fincerely  as  the  faint  would  have  done. 

One  day  when  lhe  was  weeping  and  lament¬ 
ing  at  the  interment  of  a  Cadi,  who  was  fpoken 
ill  of  by  every  body,  I  faid  to  her,  v  but 
great-grandmother,  why  are  you  fo  forry  for 
the  death  of  one  who  was  not  a  good  man  ?” 
“  It  is  juft  becaufe  he  is  not  a  good  man,”  an- 
fwered  (he  ;  “  if  I  only  weeped  for  good  men 
I  would  never  flied  a  tear  :  know,  men  are  bad, 
but  women  are  an  hundred  times  worfe. 
Thefe  all  die  like  flies,  and  polluted  like  fwine; 
the  angel  of  death  comes  and  carries  them 
away  to  places  from  which  Mahomet  c.annot 
refeue  them$  and  how  is  it  pofliblenot  to  weep  ? 
-The  moft  wicked  are  the  moft  to  be  lamented. 
-How  much  need  have  they  that  we  go  to  pray 
ground  their  tombs,  to  chafe  away  the  harpies 
of  hell, which,  though  invifibleto  us, gnaw  upon 
their  heart  and  entrails  ?” 

Thus,  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  the  need 
which-  the  dead  had  for  her  prayers,  fhe  never 
went  to  bed  before  (he  had  gone  round  the 
Sepulchres  and  entered  them,  to  difeharge,  as 
lhe  faid,  the  only  real  duty  which  was  incum¬ 
bent  upon  thofe  who  remained  upon  the  earth. 

The  people  were  delighted  with  the  appears 
ance  of  devotion  with  which  fhe  there  repeated 
.  '  /  *  *  '  th« 
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the  ordinary  prayers ;  but  (lie  gave  great  offence 
to  the  faquirs  and  dervifes  whofe  profeffion  {he 
ufurped,and  who  faw  that  applicationsfor  pray¬ 
ers  were  made  more  readily  to  her  than  to 
them,  and  that  (he  did;  not  defpife  the  rewards 
which  were  offered  her.  Spurred  on,  there¬ 
fore,  by  a  double  motive  of  jealoufy  and  ava¬ 
rice,  they  brought  a  complaint  againft  her  be¬ 
fore  the  Ilttakib  *. 

<  *  • 

The  chief  men  of  the  two  profeflions  did 

not  come  empty  handed,  but  brought  fomething 
wherewith  to  touch  the  hand  of  the  judge. 
When  they  had  convinced  him  that  he  mud 
give  a  decifion  in  their  favour,  he  gravely 
afcended  his  feat,  and  defired  them  to  bring 
forward  their  complaint. 

t(  Sir,”  faid  they,  “  an  old  woman,  whom 
your  wifdom  may  utterly  confound,  is  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  attending  the  interments  with 
uttering  dreadful  howlings  which  prevent 
the  people  from  paying  attention,  to  the  pray¬ 
ers,  in  fhort,  with  adding  horror  to  the  fteps  of 
death,  but  flie  alio  goes  into  all  the  church-yards 
of  Damas,  enters  the  tombs,  and  there  has  the 
audacity  to  repeat  the  Ilfathea  and  the  Ilcath- 
me  f,  which  our  profeflion  requires  that  we 

*  The  Ilmkib  is  the  chief  of  the  cadi?, 
f  The  Ilfathea  is  an  introdu&ion  to  the  prayers  ;  and  the 
Heath  me  is  the  prayer  offered  up  for  the  dead. 
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fliould  do.  The  people  deceived  by  her  gri¬ 
maces  and  geftures,  refufe  to  accept  the  aflift- 
ance  we  could  give  to  the  deceafed  faithful, 
and  place  all  their  confidence  in  the  extrava¬ 
gancies  of  this  hypocritical  creature.  Forbid, 
Sir,  the  old  Hamene  who  is  called  a  faint  only 
out  of  ridicule,  to  interfere  with  facred  things  ; 
you  will  do  an  act  very  agreeable  to  God,  and 
his  great  prophet,  and  abfolutely  necefiary  to 
preferve  the  refpe£t  due  to  religious  cere¬ 
monies.” 

I  am  now  of  opinion  that  though  the  Ilna- 
kib  had  riot  been  paid,  he  ought  not  to  have 
rejected  fo  reafonable  a  propofal,  even  had  he 
fufpe&ed  the  real  motives  from  which  it  pro* 
ceeded.  To  prevail,  however,  upon  the  judge 
to  difoblige  the  people  by  depriving  them  of 
the  public  prayers  of  the  faint,  a  more  weighty 
reafon  was  necefiary ;  and  the  gold  having 
completely  turned  the  balance  againft  Hame¬ 
ne,  file  was  formally  difcharged  from  difturb* 
ing,  in  future,  the  prayers  which  the  faquirs 
and  dervifes  offered  up  in  the  tombs,  under 
pain  of  the  moft  rigorous  punifhment,  if  fhe 
fhould  have  the  audacity  even  to  appear  there. 

She  was  greatly  difcouraged  by  this  order, 
and  wifhed  to  mingle  with  the  people  in  order 
to  excite  them  to  exclaim  fo  loud  as  to  be  heard 
by  the  King  of  Damas,  againft  the  Ilnakib  and 
the  people  he  prote&ed  $  but  fhe  was  diverted 

from 
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from  her  intention  by  a  very  obliging  mefiage 
flie  received.  “  Are  not  you,  the  good  faint 
Hamene  ?”  faid  a  Have  of  a  very  good  appear¬ 
ance,  and  very  well  drefled  ;  “  Yes,”  anfwered 
file  ?  «  In  that  cafe,”  replied  the  meflenger, 

«  you  will  greatly  oblige  my  m after,  who  is  a 
rich  Armenian  merchant,  and  who  is  fettled 
hard  by  in  the  Kan,  if  you  will  be  fo  good  as 
go  to  his  lodgings  i/he  has  great  need  of  your 
prayers,  and  will  be  very  grateful  for  the  fa¬ 
vour  you  are  to  do  him.” 

«  Let  me  run  to  this  cuftomer,”  faid  my  great¬ 
grandmother,  4i  left  the  fakirs  deprive  me  of 
him.  The  (hops  and  ftorehoufes  of  the  Kan 
are  well  worth  the  tombs  in  the  environs  of 
Damas.  I  expert  I  will  have  it  in  my  power 
to  take  revenge  at  another  time  and  place,  if 
the  merchants  liften  to  me  as  they  ought ;  in 
the  mean  time  I  will  go  and  inform  them  con¬ 
cerning  my  enemies.  I  could  have  them  for 
friends,  if  I  would  fhare  my  profits  with  them 
and  receive  them  into  my  houfei  but  I  have 
a  daughter  to  bring  up  and  to  fettle  in  mar¬ 
riage,  they  would  give  my  houfe  a  bad  cha¬ 
racter,  and  I  gain  more  reputation  by  diftri- 
buting  in  my  quarter  fome  properly-beftowed 
alms,  than  I  would  do  by  feeding  every  day 
thirty  idle  fellows  like  them.” 

While  the  old  Hamene  thus  reafoned  eon- 
cerning  her  interefts,  (he  arrived  at  the  Kan. 
Vol.  IV.  A  a  ,  She 
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She  there  found  a  man  fitting  on  a  fofa,  ap¬ 
parently  of  a  very  advanced  age,  of  a  tall  fla- 
ture,  with  a  white,  thick,  long,  and  venerable 
beard,  a  turban  of  a  very  large  fize,  and  a  robe 
with  large  folds,  in  the  Armenian  fafhion.  As 
foon  as  this  man  perceived  my  great-grandmo¬ 
ther  he  came  to  the  door  of  the  magazine  to. 
meet  her,  with  an  eager  and  refpe&ful  air. 

(f  I  acknowledge,  Madam,”  faid  he,  pre- 
fentiug  her  his  hand,  that  he  might  lead  her  to 
a  fofa,  (i  the  kindnefs  of  my  ftar  in  bringing 
me  to  Damas,  there  to  find  a  remedy  for  my 
troubles,  in  the  a  Alliance  of  that  holy  perfon 
who  has  been  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  a  vi- 
fit.”  t{  Every  body,  Sir,”  a-nfwered  Hamene, 
f(  does  not  think  as  you  do :  the  fakirs  and 
fantons” — “  Let  us  not  think,  Madam,  of  the 
manner  in  which  thefe  people  judge  of  things  : 
their  intrigues  againlt  you  are  well  known  in 
the  Kan;  they  have  fupported  their  known 
character,  without  hurting  yours,  and,  as  a  proof 
of  this,  I  will  now  entruft  you  with  my  con¬ 
fidence. 

«  I  have  lately  had  the  misfortune  of  lofing 
my  brother,  who  has  left  me,  though  I  have 
no  heir  myfelf,  his  fuccefllon.  His  tomb  is 
at  a  great  diftance  from  hence,  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Armenia ;  but  prayers  can  be  offered  up 
every  where,  and  I  have  prevailed  upon  you, 
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Madam,  to  come  and  grant  me,  even  in  this 
place,  your  good  prayers  in  his  behalf.” 

<f  Sir,”  anfwered  my  great-grandmother, 
“  I  have  already  peiformed  my  ablutions,  and 
faid  my  two  morning  prayers,  and  am  willing 
to  do  what  you  require.  I  fliould  wilh  to  knew 
the  profeffion  of  the  deceafed,  and  the  failing 
to  which  he  was  mod  inclined.” 

c<  He  was  a  merchant,  Madam,  as  I  am  j” 
there  are  his  books,  which  have  been  delivered 
to  me.  He  was,  moreover,  a  little  too  fond 
of  women,  which  I  believe  haftened  his  end; 
but  I  hope  Mahomet  will  forgive  him.”  tc  I 
hope  fo  too,”  faid  undoubtedly  the  devout 

Hemene  within  herfelf. - -Bring  down 

thefe  account  books  from  their  place  and 
I  will  furround  them  with  my  firing  of  beads. 
— Every  man  has,  in  the  profeffion  which 
he  exercifes,  continual  temptations  to  the 
tranfgreffion  of  his  duty.  If  the  deceafed  has 
yielded  to  any  of  thefe,  we  will  pray  for  his 
pardon  ;  withrefpedf  to  death,  it  always  comes 
at  the  hour  appointed  by  the  fates,  and  the 
fword  of  the  enemy,  or  the  love  of  women 
cannot,  for  a  fingle  moment,  fhorten  the  period 
of  our  exiftencc.” 

u  Admirable  !”  exclaimed  the  Armenian 
merchant ;  “  there  are  the  books.”  Hamene 
went  through  her  little  ceremonies,  fell  upon 
her  knees,  opened  the  Alcoran,  and  repeated 

A  a  2.  tire 
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the  prayers  aloud.  While  fhe  was  thus 
employed,  the  Armenian  feemed  filled  with 
refpe£t,  and  deeply  abforbed  in  meditation  ; 
and  when  the  prayers  were  finifhed,  he  drew 
from  his  purfe  two  pieces  of  gold,  and  gave 
them  to  Hamene  “  holy  lady,”  faid  he,  “  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  my  mind,  your  com¬ 
pany  would  be  a  great  confolation  to  me  ;  will 
you  do  me  the  honour  of  dining  with  me  ?” 

My  great-grandmother  could  not  refufe 
fo  kind  an  invitation,  and  foon  had  reafon  to 
congratulate  herfelf  on  accepting  it;  for  the  en¬ 
tertainment  was  excellent.  “  Thus  do  I  live 
every  day,”  faid  the  Armenian  ;  <(  but  I  do  not 
always  enjoy  fo  edifying  company.  When  I 
engage  any  perfon  belonging  to  the  Kan  to 
dine  with  me,  we  can  talk  of  nothing  but  trade  ; 
and  I  declare  that  I  am  very  happy  when  I 
have  it  in  my  power  to  forget  my  ordinary  em¬ 
ployments.  I  know  nobody  at  Damas,  nor  am 
I  known  to  any  one,  and  I  would  be  afraid  of 
forming  any  connections  there.” 

“  You  are  right,  Sir,”  faid  my  great-grand¬ 
mother  ;  ((  it  would  be  difficult,  perhaps  im- 
poffible,  to  find  in  it  any  one  fuitable  to  you. 
There  is  a  curfe  upon  this  city,  and  unlefs  the 
prayers  of  a  certain  good  foul  who  lhall  be  name- 
lefs,  were  raifed  to  heaven  day  and  night,  Damas 
would  long  ago  have  been  {truck  with  thunder¬ 
bolts  from  heaven.  There  is  nothing  but  gold 
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worfhipped  in  this  place  *,  and  there  is  no  juf- 
tice  but  that  of  interefl  :  trade  is  almoft  an 
avowed  cheating.  When  the  people  of  Da- 
mas  come  to  your  warehoufe,  look  well  about 
you  ;  for  they  have  as  many  light  fingers  to 
fleal  your  jewels  as  there  are  claws  belonging 
to  a  fpider.  If  they  make  a  bargain  with  you, 
they  will  give  you  a  piece  of  painted  glafs  for 
a  carbuncle.  When  you  go  into  their  ware- 
houfes  to  purchafe  any  fluff,  they  will  lead 
you,  with  falutations  and  attention,  round  the 
apartment,  till  they  have,  by  a  blow  with  their 
fhoulder,  fhut  the  window  which  threw  too 
much  light  on  the  defects  of  what  they  were 
to  fhew.  Such  are  the  men  of  this  place  *,  they 
ought  to  be  avoided  ;  and  if  you  trull  to  the 
women,  you  will  have  addreffed  yourfelf  to  a 
much  worfe  quarter.” 

“  I  have  heard  it  reported,”  faid  the  Arme¬ 
nian,  “  that  they  were  affable,  and  extremely 
beautiful.”  <(  Affable !”  faid  my  great-grand¬ 
mother,  «  why  not  fay  careffing  ?  But  it  is  all 
affe£lation  with  them ;  they  know  on  whom 
they  bellow  their  attentions ;  and  if  they  ap¬ 
pear  pretty,  it  is  the  effect  of  art  and  not  of 
nature.  Their  face  is  white  beneath,  and  pain¬ 
ted  above;  and  thefe  little  black  fpots  *,  which 
they  feem  to  diflribute  carelefsly  upon  their 

•  The  Arabian  women  make  (mail  black  fpots  upon  their 
face  ;  WC  receive  the  patches  of  taffeta  from  Arabia. 

A  a  3  lkin$, 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


fkin,  to  fet  off  its  brightnefs,  are  placed  there 
on  purpofe  to  conceal  the  traces  of  fome  dif- 
eafe/  Even  their  whims  and  humours  are 
Itudied  5  and  befides,  there  is  no  game  at  which 
they  do  not  cheat :  I  would  blufh  to  be  of  their 
{ex,  if  I  had  not  early  endeavoured  to  corredfc 
in  myfelf  thefe  faults.* 

*<  Madam,”  faid  the  merchant,  u  you  give, 
me  a  very  high  idea  of  your  virtue,  by  the 
ftrong  impreflion  which  the  faults  of  other* 
make  upon  you.  It  is  with  great  regret  I  now 
feparate  from  you  5  but  I  hope  that  you  will 
not  only  be  employed  this  evening  about  the. 
wants  of  my  poor  deceafed  brother,  but  that 
you  will  alfo  be  fo  good  as  come  here  to-mor¬ 
row  and  renew,  the  good  work.*' 

The  old  faint  left  the  Kan,  partly  coiifoled. 
for  the  prohibition  which  (he  had  received 
from  the  Cadi :  “  long  live  a  merchant  of  Ar¬ 
menia  f  The  religion  of  thefe  people  is  true  and 
fubftantial,.  and  they  give  virtue,  its  due  ho¬ 
nour.” 

Next  day  (he  went  before  the  hour  of  meet¬ 
ing,  and  met  with  a  ftill  more  gracious  recep* 
tion.  The  prayers  were  again  repeated  with 
increafed  earneftnefs  and  diltinguiflied  fervour.. 
**  Poor  brother !”  faid.  the  Armenian  from 
time  to  time,  with  air  of  compaflion, li  I  never 
expedled  to  find  fuch  afliftance  in  a  city  whofe 
manners,  are  fo  evil  fpbken  of  as  that  of  Da- 
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mas.”  Hamene,  when  (he  heard  this,  redou¬ 
bled  her  demonftrations  of  piety. 

But  the  hour  of  dinner  arrived,  and  the  en¬ 
tertainment  was  more  fumptuous  than  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day :  towards  the  conclufion  of  it,  a 
large  flave  was  fo  unpolite  as  to  fet  a  bottle  of 
wine  upon  the  table.  (t  Ilage-Cadahe,”  faid 
his  matter*  “  you  are  deficient  in  refpe£t  to 
the  lady  y  (he  will  take  offence  at  this.”  The 
African  offered  to  take  away  the  bottle.  “  No,” 
faid  my  great-grand  mother,  let  it  alone.  “Curf- 
ed,  Sir,  be  the  perfon  who  takes  offence  !  the 
prohibition  of  Mahomet  extends  not  to  people 
of  your  age,  but  only  regards  thofe  who  are  in¬ 
flamed  by  irregular  paffions.  My  phyfician  has 
advifed  me  to  drink  wine  as  a  remedy,  fince  I 
have  been  fubjeft  to  complaints  of  the  fto- 
mach.  But  I  would  die  fooner  than  tafle  it  at 
the  time  of  the  Ramazan ;  death  is  then  pre¬ 
ferable  .to  breaking  our  fall.”  “  You  encou¬ 
rage  me  greatly,  Madam,”  faid  the  Armenian, 
i(  and  I  will  drink  fome  of  it  with  you,  in  full 
confidence  that  we  do  not  .tranfgrefs  the  pre¬ 
cept.  I  admire  the  advantage  of  living  with 
well-informed  people,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  un- 
reafonable  fcruples.” 

While  they  were  engaged  in  fuch  converfa- 
tion,  the  bottle  was  emptied,  and  a  glafs  of  ex¬ 
cellent  liquor  added  to  the  care  which  was  ta¬ 
ken  to  improve  upon  the  regimen  prefcribed  by 
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the  phyGcian.  The  repaft  continued  longer 
than  the  preceding  day,  and  the  meeting  was 
doubly  paid  ;  for  the  old  faint  carried  off  four 
pieces  of  gold,  with  a  very  kind  invitation  to 
return  the  following  day. 

My  great-grandmother,  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
kept  her  appointment  very  exactly,  and  fulfil¬ 
led  her  duty  with  unequalled  fervour.  As  fhe 
every  day  improved  upon  her  manner  of  pray¬ 
ing,  the  Armenian  was  attentive  to  regale  her 
in  proportion;  and  Ilage-Cadahe  was  not  found 
fault  with  though  he  brought  wine  about  the 
middle  of  the  repaft.  The  converfation  orv 
both  fides  was  very  obliging,  and  it  terminated 
ftill  better,  when  the  Armenian  opening  his 
purfe,  gave  her  eight  pieces  of  gold  inftead  of 
four;  my  great-grandmother  returned  home 
with  an  invitation  for  next  day,  quite  over¬ 
joyed  with  her  good  fortune. 

“  But,”  faid  fhe  to  herfelf,  “  it  cannot  be 

* 

otherwife  ;  this  man  muft  love  me — what  if  he 
married  me  ! — Well,  I  would  marry  him,  were 
it  only  for  the  fake  of  my  grand- daughter.” 
When  fhe  appeared  next  day  to  perform  her 
litt’e  functions,  fhe  had  been  at  great  pains 
with  her  drefs,  and  had  certainly  removed  the 
moft  offenfive  wrinkles.  The  Armenian  could. 
-  not  faii  to  obferve  the  pains  which  fhe  had  ta¬ 
ken  to  pleafe  him  ;  his  obliging  converfation, 
the  plenty  which  reigned  at  his  table,  and  fix- 
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teen  pieces  of  gold  appeared  to  exprefs  his 
fenfibility  ;  but  none  of  thofe  propofals  which 
it  was  expected  he  would  make  efcaped  from 
his  lips. 

,  ,  Five  days  elapfed  without  the  fmalleft  alte¬ 
ration  in  the  behaviour  of  either  party,  except 
in  one  particular,  that  the  good  entertainment 
and  the  pieces  of  gold  increafed  every  day, 
till  the  laft,  when,  as  my  great-grandmother  was 
returning  home,  the  wine  having  affected 
her  limbs  a  little,  ftie  bent  under  the  fum 
which  (he  was  carrying  to  her  houfe.  She 
went  in,  as  ufual,  to  her  grand-daughter,  from 
whom  (he  had  not  been  able  to  conceal  her 
good  fortune,  and  her  hopes  ;  andfaid  to  her,' 
“  you  fee  he  will  marry  me 5  he  gives  me 
my  dowry  by  little  and  little,  and  you  will 
very  foon  have  the  Armenian  for  your  grand¬ 
father-in-law.”  % 

I  have  fometiraes  heard  my  father  and 
mother  laugh  at  the  extravagancies  which  my 
great-grandmother  committed  that  evening ; 
but  what  now  aftonilhes  me  is,  that  I  then 
heard  them  fay ;  and  yet  Jhe  is  a  faint ,  all  Da- 
mas  fays  fo,  and  Jhe  has  given  proofs  of  it ;  for 
her  rofary  luorks  miracles. 

Hamene’s  part  was  finifhed  at  the  end  of 
nine  days,  and  it  now  belonged  to  the  pretend¬ 
ed  Armenian  to  play  his.  When  (he  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  Kan,  he  met  her  with  a  chearfui 
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countenance.  “  Come,  Madam  ;  come  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  tribute  of  my  gratitude  $  let  us  fit 
down  ;  my  brother’s  affair  is  finifhed,  thanks 
to  your  prayers.  I  will  not  difl'emble  that 
being  afraid  to  {hew  you  too  many  difficulties  in 
what  you  undertook,  I  concealed  from  you 
fome  circumftances  that  were  very  diftreffing 
to  me  ;  in  three  fucceffive  dreams  my  brother 
appeared  to  me,  loaded  with  chains,  and  fub- 
jetled  to  the  molt  dreadful  torments.  Not 
knowing  what  courfe  to  take,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
cure  him  relief,  a  fecret  voice  directed  me  to¬ 
wards  Damas ;  I  thought  it  even  advifed  me 
to  perform  the  great  pilgrimage  ;  but  I  have 
received  more  here  than  I  could  have  found  in 
that  journey,  for  laft  night,  in  the  cleareft  vifion, 
my  brother  appeared  to  me,  dreffed  in  a  linen 
robe  of  extraordinary  finenefs,  and  whitenefs, 
your  rofary  encircled  his  brow,  and  the  beads 
thereof  {hone  like  the  ftars  of  heaven — 
You  can  demand  nothing,  Madam,  which 
my  gratitude  will  not  grant ;  my  brother’s  in¬ 
heritance  fhall  be  your’s,  and  we  will  both  be 
happy  in  thereby  difeharging  our  debt  of  gra¬ 
titude  towards  heaven,  whole  inftrument  y'&u 
are.” 

Hamene  afterwards  agreed  with  her  grand¬ 
daughter,  that  till  then  fhe  never  could  have 
flattered  herfelf  that  ffie  was  fo  much  in  favour 
with  heaven.  (t  Dolt  thou  fee,’*  would  ffie  fayj 
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*<  what  it  is  to  be  humble  ?  The  virtue  of  humi- 
*  _  * 

lity  is  always  rated  too  low.”  Though  fomc- 
what  aftonilhed  at  her  good  fortune,  £he  de¬ 
termined  to  polfefs  what  was  fliewn  her  of  it 
upon  earth  in  the  belt  manner  poflible,  and 
with  an  eafy  air  laid  down  her  rofary  and  veil 
upon  a  table.  f<  God  is  good,  Sir,”  faid  Ihe, 
w  and  (hews  mercy  to  whom  he  pleafes  j  that 
which  has  been  (hewn  to  your  brother  is  a 
great  part  of  my  reward  ;  but  let  us  dine,  and 
we  will  reafon  concerning  what  we  can  do.” 

A  fumptuous  dinner  was  ferved  up,  and  II- 
lage  Cadahe  received  no  reproof  for  having 
ventured  to  put  fome  Halts  of  wine  upon  the 
table.  My  great-grandmother  eat  and  drank 
with  the  bell  grace  Hie  could,  and  her  land¬ 
lord,  no  doubt,  was  diverted  with  her  afFe£t- 
ed  politenefs,  and  genteel  behaviour  *,  but  the 
table  being  cleared,  the  moment  of  explanation 
at  length  arrived. 

The  Armenian  took  my  grandmother  very 
refpe&fully  by  both  the  hands,  and  feated  her 
upon  the  fofa ;  “  Holy  woman,”  faid  he, 

Ihew  me  how  I  can  acknowledge  the  obliga¬ 
tions  you  have  laid  me  under.”  “  But,”  anfwer- 
ed  my  great-grandmother,  “  when  the  ages  are 
nearly  the  fame,  when  the  difpofitions  are 
fimilar,  when  they  are  of  the  fame  principle — ” 
((  What  would  you  have  me  underltand  ? 
Madam  5  you  are  going,  without  doubt,  to  add 

to 
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to  my  regret.  I  would  have  anticipated  you, 
but  imagine  my  misfortune !  Informed  of 
the  terrible  fituation  of  my  brother,  attributing 
the  puni  foment  he  had  brought  upon  himfelf 
to  his  immoderate  love  of  women,  and  having 
fomething  to  reproach  myfelf  with  on  this 
head,  I  have  made  a  vow,  that  if  I  could  pro¬ 
cure  his  deliverance  from  punifoment  I  would 
never  marry  again.”  <(  That  is  very  ferious,” 
anfwered  my  great-grandmother,  “  but  there  is 
a  remedy  for  it ;  to  be  abfolved  from  fuch  a  vow 
pilgrimages  are  made  to  Mecca,  and  that  with¬ 
out  any  fcruple,  when  a  reafonable  union  is 
propofed.”  u  Very  reafonable,  without  doubt,” 
faid  the  Armenian,  <CI  would  accompany  you” 
— “ with  your  firing  of  beads  :  we  muft  not  fail 
to  fet  out  on  this  journey ;  but  unluckily  we  can¬ 
not  think  of  it  for  this  year,  for  the  caravan  has 
already  fet  out.  While  we  wait  for  the  next 
year’s  caravan,  let  us  fee,  my  dear  faint,  what 
I  could  do  for  you,” — “  aflift  me  in  taking  re¬ 
venge  on  the  fakirs,  the  dervifes,  their  fuperiors, 
and  the  Ilnakib.” — “  Mull  I  rid  you  of  all  thefe 
people  at  once  ?  this  would  have  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  deftru&ion  *,  and  the  peftilence  is  not 
at  my  command  *,  not  that  I  difapprove  of 
*  vengeance,  it  is  necefiary  to  the  repofe  of 
mankind,  as  I  will  prove  to  you  in  a  few 
words : 
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ft  If  every  one  killed  his  enemy  to-day,  to¬ 
morrow  every  thing  upon  the  earth  would  be  at 
peace;  and  in  reality  there  is  nothing  more  to 
be  defired  :  thus  I  do  not  intend  to  fpare  your 
enemies ;  but  it  is  always  a  good  maxim  to 
fpare  thofe  who  are  not  dangerous  ;  and  be- 
fides,  in  this  kind  of  fervice,  which  is  to  be 
done  you,  I  mull  have  time  for  reflection. — 
Let  me  fee,  therefore,  if  I  could  not  do  you 
fome  fervice  which  has  a  relation  only  to 
yourfelf:  Have  you  no  children  ?” 

“  Alas,  Sir,  one  grand-daughter  only  re¬ 
mains  to  me” — u  how  old  is  Ihe  ?” — “  Six¬ 
teen.” — c<  Sixteen  !  that  is  a  fine  age  ;  if  the  is 
like  you  (he  muft  be  charming.”  “  You  are 
very  good,  Sir  ;  but  to  tell  the  truth,  the  fun 
in  his  courfe  does  not  behold  her  rival  in  beau¬ 
ty  and  wifdoln.,, 

The  merchant  arofe  gently  from  the  fofa, 
afcended  a  ftep,  reached  to  a  box  which  was 
placed  very  high,  brought  it  down,  and,  open¬ 
ing  it,  took  from  it  a  necklace  of  pearls,  in- 
eftimable  for  their  water,  fliape,  and  equality 
of  fize.  (i  Here,”  faid  he,  “  is  the  rofary  of 
my  beautiful  and  devout  grand-daughter ; 
.touch  it  with  your’s,  that  it  may  receive  fome 
virtue,  and  we  will  carry  it  to  her/’ 

Hamene,  whofe  hulband  had  been  a  pearl 
merchant,  faw  a  prefent  worthy  of  a  queen  ; 
Ihe  fuppofed  that  a  man  who  gave  a  prefent  of 
Vol.  IV.  B  b  fuck ' 
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fuch  importance  to  a  young  perfon  he  did  not 
know,  and  to  whom  he  could  have  no  preten- 
fions,  would  not  hefitate  to  perform  the  jour¬ 
ney  to  Mecca :  joy  fparkled  in  her  eyes. 

“  Come,”  faid  Ihe,  “  you  make  a  prefent 
wfith  fo  good  a  grace  that  it  is  impoflible  to  re- 
fufe  you  ;  you  fhall  be  the  firft  man  who  has 
feen  my  dear  little  Yatifia.”  It  is  needlefs  to 
defcribe  the  behaviour  of  the  Armenian  in  my 
great-grandfather’s  houfe.  He  loaded  Hame- 
ne  and  her  grand-daughter  with  civilities  and 
attentions;  they  w*ere  both  delighted  with  him  ; 
and  he  retired  after  engaging  my  great-grand¬ 
mother  to  come  and  fpend  the  following  day 
with  him. 

The  old  woman  accepted  with  pleafute  an  in¬ 
vitation  which  appeared  to  be  given  on  account 
of  the  pilgrimage.  She  was  eager  to  be  there 
early;  and  the  merchant  was  concluding  a  bar¬ 
gain  of  jewels.  “  Your  moft  obedient,  Madam,” 
faid  he,  and  immediately  difmifled  his  mer¬ 
chants,  and  (hut  up  his  boxes.  Then  addref- 
fing  his  firft  Have,  “  Iliage-Cadahe,”  faid  he, 
you  muft  know  that  when  the  lady  is  here 
I  admit  no  troublefome  vifitors. 

They  fat  down  upon  the  fofa  ;  “  You  have 
made  me  acquainted,”  faid  he,  u  with  a  charm¬ 
ing  object.  I  feel  the  fame  fentiments  towards 
her  as  towards  you ;  I  have  been  occupied  the 
whole  night  with  the  thoughts  of  promoting 
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her  fortune  and  happinefs,  and  after  dinner  I 
will  inform  you  of  my  whole  plan.  The  hopes 
excited  by  fuch  a  difcourfe  in  the  bread  of  Ha- 
mene  were  well  calculated  to  promote  chear- 
fulnefs  and  a  good  appetite  ;  both  thefe  {he 
difplayed  in  great  perfection,  but  dill  with  a 
certain  eagernefs  to  fee  the  table  removed. 
u  Let  us  talk  of  our  grand  daughter,”  faid  the 
Armenian  ;  know  you  (lie  is  a  morfel  fit  for  a 
king’s  only  fon.” — “  Truly,”  replied  {he,  “  I 
ihould  certainly  think  fo  j  but  kings  mud  be 
without  her,  fince  we  cannot  afpire  fo  high.” — 
<c  Very  well,  my  good  faint,  I  have  more  re¬ 
sources  than  you  fuppofe.  Your  exertions  are 
directed  towards  heaven;  and  I  have  fome 
power  upon  earth  :  what  would  you  give  me, 
if,  by  my  means,  your  daughter  {hould  be 
married  to  the  heir  of  fome  powerful  monarch  ?” 
— “  I  would  give  you — but  my  body  will  be 
your’s  after  we  have  performed  the  pilgrimage, 
therefore  I  have  only  my  foul  to  give  you” — 
**  Your  foul  1  good  faint,  I  know  it,  and  I  accept 
the  prefent  in  the  name  of  him  to  whom  I  re¬ 
late  every  thing  I  do,  and  to  whom  I  owe  my 
power  and  every  thing  I  pofiefs.  Give  me  a 
bead  of  your  rofary,  and  it  {hall  foon  be  re¬ 
placed  by  another. — I  am  quite  overjoyed  ;  we 
{hall  pofiefs  you  entirely.  At  prefent,  fleep  in 
peace,  your  daughter  henceforth  belongs  to  us 
two  alone :  I  am  going  to  attend  to  our  affairs, 
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my  plan  I  do  not  explain;  but  you  {ball  not 
fee  me  again  till  it  is  on  the  eve  of  being 
accomplilhed.” 

My  great-grandmother  returned  to  her  houfe, 
full  of  hopes,  fufficiently  flattering  to  have  turn¬ 
ed  her  brain.  “  My  dear  Y atifia,”  faid  (he  to 
my  mother,  of  whom  I  will  foon  have  occafion 
to  fpeak  more  frequently  than  I  have  hitherto 
done,  “  take  great  care  of  yourfelf ;  eat  no 
green  fruit,  left  you  deftroy  your  fine  com¬ 
plexion  ;  and  when  you  fleep  put  pillows  un¬ 
der  your  arm,  that  by  keeping  your  hands  raif- 
ed  you  may  preferve  their  whitenefs.  To-mor¬ 
row  I  will  give  you  fome  pomatum  for  your 
hair,  which  will  make  it  grow  like  the  grafs 
when  it  is  watered  by  the  dew  of  May.  Sup- 
pofe  that  you  are  deftined  for  a  king’s  fon  5 
hold,  I  here  bring  you  a  more  beautiful  neck¬ 
lace  than  that  of  the  queen  of  Damas.  We 
will  perform  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  together, 
and  I  will  be  able  to  conduct  you  thither,  in 
the  chara&er  of  an  Indian  princefs,  feated  on 
a  white  elephant.  Be  very  devout,  my  child, 
fay  your  five  prayers  regularly ;  fuppofe  that 
you  owe  all  this  to  the  fervour  of  my  fuppli- 
cation,  and  fee  whether'  the  Ilnakiband  the  fa¬ 
kirs,  who  wiftied  to  prevent  me  from  offering 
them  up,  will  not  be  punifhed  as  they  delerve  ! 
They  will  be  fo,  my  daughter ;  we  may  reft 
perfectly  fecure  on  that  head.”  Thefe  things 
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flie  uttered  in  the  confufion  into  which  fhc 
was  thrown  by  her  joy  *,  and  afterwards  {he 
returned  to  give  a  detail  of  the  circumftances. 

During  thefe  converfations,  which  lafted  for 
fome  days,  the  Armenian  merchant  having 
fettled  his  accounts,  carried  away  his  little 
warehoufe,  and  went  through  one  of  the  gates 
of  Damas..  Damas  is  a  city  to  which  flrangers 
refort  from  all  quarters  ;  and  while  the  perfon 
we  are  fpeaking  of  appeared  to  be  going  away 
from  it,  there  entered  it,  through  another  gate* 
a  man  of  a  (till  more  venerable  appearance,  but 
who  could  not  have  any  connections  with  the 
faint  of  Damas.  This  was  a  Jewilh  Rabbin 
who  was  known  by  his  head,  w'hich  was  {haven 
.  to  the  top  of  his  temples,  and  by  the  large  tha- 
leb  *  which  covered  it,  and  defeended  upon 
his  fhoulders.  His  grey  locks,  which  he  let: 
grow  above  the  ear,  fell  even  to  his  bofom,  and 
mixed  with  a  beard  of  the  fame  colour,  which 
adorned  his  breaft  down  to  his  girdle.  This 
venerable  man  advanced  {lowly  upon  a  camel, 
led  by  a  negro  of  uncommon  fize. 

As  foon  as  he  was  within  the  gates  of v  the 
city;  u  Illage-Cadahe,”  faid  he,  “  afk  where  Sa¬ 
muel,  the  treafurer  to  the  King  of  Damas  re- 
fides.”  Samuel  was  a  Jew,  and  was  entrufted 

•  Thalcb  is  a  piece  of  fluff  which  the  Jewifh  Robbins 
vcjr  upon  their  heads  inftead  of  a  turban  or  a  hat.  .. 
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with  tile  receipt  of  the  King’s  revenues.  Thtt 
dwelling  of  a  man  of  fuch  confequence  wze 
knov/n  to  every  body,  and  the  Rabbin  fcon  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  door  which  was  pointed  out  to 
him.  “  lllage-Cadahe,  go  and  inform  Samuel 
the  Jew  that  his  brother  Ben-Mofes,  the  hum¬ 
ble  Rabbin  of  die  fynagogue  of  Saphad  *  is 
come  to  vifit  the  flock  at  Damas  for  fome 
days,  and  entreats  hofpitality  from  him.” 

Samuel  hurried  out  of  the  houfe  to  receive 
an  honour  to  which  he  could  not  fuppofe  he 
had  the  fmalleft  pretenfions.  “  I  come  not 
here,”  faid  the  Rabbin  of  Saphadnora,  with 
a  delign  to  perform  my  functions,,  nor  to  dis¬ 
turb  the  Rabbin  of  Damas  in  the  exercife  of 
his.  My  phyfleians  have  preferibed  travelling 
for  my.  health.  The  falubrity  of  the  air  of  Da* 
mas  being  celebrated  throughout  the  world,  I 
have  come  hither  to  breathe  it,  and  to  unbind 
from  the  weight  of  my  ordinary  labour  ;  and 
the  good  reputation  which  you  enjoy  has 
brought  me  to  your  houfe  in  preference  to. 
every  other. 

The  treafurer  w'as  deeply  imprefied  w  ith  a. 
fenfe  of  the  favour  which  w'as  done  him  by  the 
firft  and  moft  eminent  Rabbin  of  the  eaith. 
To  appear  magnificent,  he  forgot  that  he  was 


•  The  Rabbin  of  Saphad  or  Caj  haraaen  is  the  frft  Rab» 
bh:  i,;  :Lt  vu. rid. 
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a  Jew,  and  prepared  to  receive  a  gueft  of  fuch 
confequence  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  dig¬ 
nity.  To  do  him  the  more  honour,  he  aflem- 
bled  the  principal  people  of  their  tribe,  fome  of 
whom  had  feen  him  at  Saphadnora,  but  none 
of  them  were  intimately  acquainted  with  him. 
He  pretended  to  be  opprefied  with  the  fatigue 
of  the  journey,  fpoke  little  but  very  pertinent¬ 
ly,  and  befought  his  landlord  that  he  might 
enjoy  his  company  in  private. 

“  I  came  not  here,”  faid  he,  “  to  exercife 
my  lungs  in  any  other  manner  than  in  walk¬ 
ing  :  do  not  oblige  me  to  fpeak  too  much,  efpe- 
cially  to  extend  my  voice..  To-morrow  we 
{hall  fet  out.  I  intend  to  vifit  our  fick  and 
needy  brethren,  and  I  have  brought  wherewith 
to  relieve  them.”  Samuel  was  not  forry  to  fee 
that  he  would  not  be  expofed  to  expcnce,  and 
that  the  man.  of  the  greateft  eftimation  among 
the  Hebrews  was  fatisfied  with  his  company. 
“  You  have  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs,”  faid  his 
venerable  gueft,  “  let  not  me  prevent  you 
from  attending  to  it :  you  will  give  me  one  of 
Our  nation  to  accompany  me  ;  for  I  wifli  to 
fee  every  thing  in  this  place.” 

The  Rabbin  returned  in  the  evening,  and 
eonverfed  with  Samuel  concerning  what  he 
had  feen  and  done.  The  treafurer  defired  an 
explanation  of  fome  obfeure  paflages  in  the 
Talmud,,  and  Mofes  gave  him  the  moft  plaur 
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fible  opinions  concerning  them.  “  I  have  feerr 
very  fine  things,  and  I  have  acquired  much  in¬ 
formation,”  faid  his  gueft;  (( I  will  give  you  a 
copy  of  the  remarks  which  I  have  made  for  m  y 
own  and  your  advantage.  Youknow  that  we  are 
like  a  Itrangc  and  noxious  feed  Town  among 
men,  who  feek  every  where  to  root  it  out  $  we 
mud  have  fomething  wherewith  to  defend  our- 
felves  in  time  of  danger ;  and  fince  our  perform 
#cannot  command  refpe£t,  we  mud  procure  it 
by  the  fuperiority  of  our  knowledge.” 

Samuel  knew  not  what  thefe  remarks  refer¬ 
red  to,  and  only  learned  it  the  day  before  the 
Rabbin’s  departure.  Illage-Cadahe  who  a£fced. 
as  guide,  was  at  the  door,  waiting  for  orders 
concerning  their  fetting  out.  M  You  will  bring 
the  camel  to-morrow  morning,”  faid  he :  and 
then  turning  towards  the  king’s  treafurer,  he 
delivered  to  him  a  pretty  large  roll,  which  he 
took  from  under  a  robe  with  long  and  large 
folds. 

“  There,”  faid  he,  “  is  the  hiftory  of  the 
public  and  private  adminiftration  of  your  hof- 
pitals  and  mofques,  in  which  our  brethren  have 
very  little  concern..  They  would  not  be  fixed 
upon,  if  a  better  bargain  could  be  made  elfe- 
where  j  but  if  they  make  fmall  gains  in  the 
matter,  they  have  opportunities  of  being  well 
informed  concerning  the  profits  of  others.  I 
deliver  to  youa.treafure  to  the  King  of  Damas, 
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©f  which  if  he  can  take  advantage  he  will  be 
the  richeft  fovercign  in  Alia.  Your  hofpitals 
are  magnificent,  and  the  money  appropriated 
to  the  fupport  of  them  is  the  mod  aftonifhing 
effe&  of  the  enthuliafm  of  the  Mahometans  for 
the  law  of  their  Prophet.  The  revenues  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  hofpital  for  lepers  *  alone,  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  maintain  thirty  thoufand  cavalry. 
Yet  the  goodnefs  of  the  air,  and  temperance, 
are  the  only  afliftance  received  by  the  patients, 
even  thofeof  the  caravans,  who  are  the  imme- 
diate  object  of  the  inftitution.  Every  thing  is 
ftolen,  divided,  and  diflipated  in  the  moll  open 
and  impudent  manner  by  the  dire&ors,  and 
thofe  they  employ  under  them.  You  have  in 
your  hands  clear  proofs  of  their  double  deal¬ 
ing  and  peculation  ;  you  have  alfo  an  account 
of  the  pretended  bargains  of  which  they  (hew 
vouchers,  and  the  real  bargains  of  which  the 
profits  go  into  their  own  purfe.  I  do  not  de¬ 
liver  to  you  thofe  which  have  lately  been  paf- 
fed,  but  thofe  which  were  joined  to  preceding 
accounts,  with  a  clear  proof  of  the  connivance 
of  the  judges  at  a  rapine  of  which  they  evident¬ 
ly  fhare  the  profits. 


*  The  hofpital  for  lepers  -was  founded  by  Omar-il-Achab, 
Mahomet’s  fucceflbr  ;  prodigies,  which  it  is  necdlefs  here  to 
relate,  arc  told  of  the  cures  which  are  there  performed. 
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t(  The  Ilyatame  f,  the  grand  mofque,  and  the 
reft,  which  are  fo  richly  endowed,  are  no  bet¬ 
ter  governed.  You  will  alfo  fee  the  reafon 
why  the  fakirs  and  dervifes  increafe  the  number 
of  the  poor  of  a  capital,  where  ther$  ought  not 
to  appear  a  fingle  indigent  perfon  unprovided 
for  by  the  foundations*  If  a  king  would  pu- 
nifh  robbers,  by  making  them  refund  what  they 
had  ftolen,  he  would  acquire  immenfe  riches 
in  the  exercife  of  juftice ;  and  if  he  would  com¬ 
mit  the  regulation  of  the  eftablilhments  for  the 
poor  to  c^finterefted  men,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  would  be  conduced  on  four  times  a 
better  plan,  he  would  at  leafl  double  his  own 
revenue,  and  the  caravans  would  extend  his 
fame  to  the  remoteft  mountains  of  Armenia.” 
k-  After  delivering  the  roll  to  Samuel,  the  pre¬ 
tended  Rabbin  embraced  him ;  “  Farewell, 
brother,”  faid  he,  (( my  floclc  waits  with  impa¬ 
tience  for  my  return  to  Saphad.” 

Samuel  read  with  great  rapidity  a  memorial  fo 
fhort,  fo  well  written,  and  fo  conclufive,  that 
it  was  impoflible  not  to  yield  to  the  reafons  by 
which  it  was  fupported,  provided  the  fa£ts  it 
pointed  out  were  proved,  and  this  they  were 
by  the  fignatures  of  the  guilty  pcrfons.  What 
riches  would  come  into  the  treafury  of  which 
he  had  the  management !  What  confifcations 

t  The  Ilyatame  is  the  name  of  the  grand  mofque,  like- 
wife  founded  by  Omar. 

would 
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would  take  place,  of  which  he  expelled  to 
have  a  lhare,  without  reckoning  upon  what  he 
would  gain  by  the  influence  he  would  have  in 
the  new  adminiftration.  He  would  likewife 
have  the  pleafure  of  avenging  himfelf  on  fome 
of  his  enemies. 

The  firft  time  that  the  King  exprefled  difla- 
tisfa£lion  at  the  fmallnefs  of  his  income,  which 
c  prevented  him  from  forming  great  'defigns,  and 
even  obliged  him  to  be  very  fparing  in  bellow¬ 
ing  rewards,  the  Hebrew  was  quite  overjoy¬ 
ed.  He  laid  before  him  the  defeription  given 
by  the  Rabbin,  and  the  proofs  of  the  depreda¬ 
tions  committed  in  his  capital ;  and  (hewed 
him  the  immenfe  riches  which  he  would  ac¬ 
quire  by  eftablilhing  a  new  plan.  Of  both 
w  thefe  point§  the  proofs  were  perfectly  clear. 

Zineb-il-Mourath,  king  of  Damas,  allowed 
himfelf  to  be  blinded  and  deceived  ;  he  fent 
for  the  dilhoneft  adminiftrators,  and  demand¬ 
ed  their  account,  which  they  gave  upon  falfe 
documents,  prepared  long  before.  But  he 
prefented  others  drawn  from  their  port-folios, 
from  which  they  had,  without  their  know¬ 
ledge,  been  extracted  by  Ikilful  hands.  The 
furprife  and  confufion  they  evidenced  at  the 

I  fight  of  thefe  accounts  betrayed  their  guilt. 

Heads  were  llruck  off,  and  blows  of  the  baf- 
.  tinado  defeended  like  hail :  riches  were  con- 
fifeated,  and  houfes  rafed  to  the  ground  in 

every 
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every  corner  of  Damas.  The  reafons  of  the 
punifhments  which  were  infli£led  were  polled 
up  at  all  the  crofs  ways ;  the  patients  in  the 
hol'pitals  rejoiced  at  it,  as  much  as  bodies  ema¬ 
ciated  by  meagre  diet  could  poflibly  do  ;  and 
the  people,  to  whom  the  rich  are  always  an 
obje<ft  of  hatred,  took  delight  in  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  to  which  they  faw  them  fubje&ed. 

My  great-grandmother  had  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  the  Ilnakib,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  fakirs 
and  dervifes  involved  in  the  fame  ruin.  She 
now  boldly  walked  through  the  ftreets  with 
her  ftring  of  beads.  u  Behold,”  faid  (he  to 
every  perfon  Ihe  met,  “  how  the  vengeance  of 
Heaven  has  defcended  upon  thofe  wicked  men 
who  wiflied  to  prevent  good  fouls  from  offer¬ 
ing  up  prayers  for  the  dead.  We  mull  be¬ 
ware  of  praying  for  thofe  who  are  punilhed  by 
the  King.” 

Samuel  the  Jew  triumphed  in  the  fuccefs  of 
his  plan  ;  carriages  loaded  with  gold  and  pre¬ 
cious  ftones  were  brought  into  the  treafury ; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  a  ftorm  was  gathering 
over  Damas,  by  which  all  his  fchemes  were 
very  foon  to  be  defeated.  The  fakirs  and  der¬ 
vifes,  in  a  body,  had  laid  their  complaints  be¬ 
fore  the  Caliph  :  among  the  religious  of  the 
latter  order,  there  were  even  fome  princes ; 
and  they  had  got  a  petition  figned  by  the  poor, 

whether 
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whether  confined  by  ficknefs  or  not,  that  were 
in  the  hofpitals  of  Bagdad. 

The  mod  wretched  had  not  refufed  to  fign 
this  petition,  and  individuals  of  the  greateft 
diftin&ion  had  affixed  their  fignaturcs.  They 
all  reprefented  that  the  magnificent  eftablilh- 
ments  made  by  Saint  Omar-il-Achab,  for  the 
fupport  of  the  gTand  inofque  and  the  hofpitals, 
would  be  ruined,  if  a  king  of  Damas  could, 
by  his  own  private  authority,  affume  the  right 
of  difpofing  of  the  revenues  appropriated  to 
them.  They  reprefented,  likewife,  that  the 
charter  of  their  inftitution  contained  a  curfe 
againft  the  man  who  (hould  dare  to  violate  the 
order  it  prefcribed  for  their  regulation ;  the 
Caliph  alone  having  a  right  to  demand  an  ac- 
count  of  the  adminiftration  of  eftabliffiments 
made  for  the  fake  of  all  the  faithful  upon  earth. 

This  complaint  alone  was  fufficient  to  bring 
the  King  of  Damas  into  the  utmoft  embaraff- 
ment  ;  but,  a  relation  of  the  grand  Vizier 
having  married  one  of  his  daughters,  and  a 
throne  being  wanted  to  the  new-married  cou¬ 
ple,  it  expofcd  his  life  to  the  greateft  danger. 
Hitherto  Zineb-il-Mourath  had  only  puniftied 
criminals  who  were  evidently  guilty.  He  had 
indeed  often  meditated  the  abufe  of  his  office, 
but  he  had  never  put  it  in  execution. 

He  had  given  an  account  of  what  he  had 
done  *,  but  the  Vizier  favouring  the  memorial 
Vol.  IV.  C  c  exhibit" 
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exhibited  againft  him,  fet  afide  his  juflification. 

The  ftorm  gathered  around,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  that  the  deftru&ion  of  Zineb-il-Mourath 
•appeared  almoft  inevitable.  His  friends  in 
Bagdad  informed  him  of  it ;  but  by  that  time, 
even  if  he  had  fled  into  the  defart,  his  enemies, 
by  whom  he  was  watched,  would  have  fur- 
rounded  him  on  all  Tides.  Every  thing  at  Damas 
was  in  confufion  ;  the  people  were  ftirred  up 
againft  the  Jews,  who  came  to  blame  Samuel 
the  treafurer.  “  Who  excited  you  to  this  un¬ 
dertaking  ?’>  faid  they  :  ((  it  was  our  great 
Rabbin  at  Saphad,”  anfwered  he.  “  What  !’* 
replied  the  Jews,  “  there  never  was  fuch  a  man 
at  Damas  *,  we  certainly  know  that  the  great 
Rabbin  never  left  his  own  houfe ;  and  you 
make  us  the  vi£lim  of  an  impoftor.” 

While -Samuel  was  defending  himfelf  from 
this  reproach,  the  King,  in  order  to  appeafe 
the  infurre£tion  of  the  people,  fent  to  take 
away  his  life.  But  this  facrifice  was  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  difpell  the  fears  of  the  monarch, 
when  my  great-grandmother  ran  to  his  palace, 
and  went  to  throw  herfelf  at  his  feet,  with 
her  precious  rofary  about  his  neck. 

Imult  tell  you,  princes,  the  motive  which 
brought  the  faint,  to  whofe  acquaintance  I 
have  introduced  you,  to  the  feet  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  king. 

After  her  pious  walk  around  the  tombs  was 

fmilhed. 
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finifhed,  (he  had  gone  back  to  her  houfe  full 
of  triumph  at  the  punifhment  inflicted  on  her 
enemies.  She  had  juft  laid  afide  her  veil,  and 
placed  her  Alcoran  upon  the  table  ;  and  was 
going  to  lay  her  rofary  there  alfo,  when  fbe  law 
her  pilgrim  arrive.  “  Returned  already  ?”  faid 

Ihe : - M  Yes,  my  eager  delire  to  ferve  you, 

and  the  opportunity  of  gratifying  it,  nr  e 
brought  me  back.  Lay  not  afide  your  L.  L, 
we  (hall  have  need  of  them;  allow  rue  to  cut, 
with  a  pair  of  fciflars,  a  fmaii  bit  from  the 
firing  on  which  they  are  hung.  You  {hail 
fee,  that,  of  what  is  good  in  itfelf,  every  thing 
has  its  utility ;  let  us  lit  down  and  have  fume 
converfation  together. 

if  The  King  of  Damas  is  ruined,  if  we  do 
not  give  him  afliftance  r  but,  if  he  will  marry 
his  fon  to  your  daughter,  you  may  anfwer  for 
his  life  and  his  crown,  and  that  he  lhall  be 
amply  avenged  on  his  enemies.*’  “  And  upon 
what  ground  lhall  I  give  him  that  aflurance  ?’* 
replied  my  great-grandmother.  «  This  is  the 
part  you  muft  a<5l :  he  has  avenged  you  on 
your  enemies,  the  Ilnakib  and  the  chiefs  of  the 
fakirs  and  dervifes,  and  Heaven  has  (hewn 
you  that  you  are  the  inftrument  it  has  chofen 
to  avenge  him  on.  his.  My  prayers  muft. 
you  fay  to  him,  and  efpecially  my  firing  of 
beads  fhall  be  the  paeans  thereof ;  it  is  a  ma¬ 
gazine,  of  irrefiftible  arms  againft  all.  thofe 

C  c  2  who 
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who  oppofe  you,  I  leave  it  in.  your  majefty’s 
pofleflion  :  put  your  feal  upon.  every  bead,  bury 
it  fix  feet  under  ground ;  and  cover  it  with  a 
wall  of  the  fame  thicknefs :  if  Ido  not  by  to-mor¬ 
row  morning  again  appear  before  you,  wearing 
it  at  my  neck,  you  may  fend  me  to  bedlam  ; 
but,  if  I  bring  k  back,  without  wanting  a 
Cngle  bead,  I  will  anfwer  with  my  life,  pro¬ 
vided  you  grant  me  a  very  great  favour  which 
I  am  going  to  reqaeft,  that  the  profperity  of 
your  reign  will  exceed  your  hopes/  This  is 
what  you  have  to  do  and  lay':  go  boldly,  my 
good  feint ;  I  will  remain  here  as  a  pledge  5 
you  may  lock  me  in  :  and  if  you  are  Created 
as  a  mad  perfon,  you  ihall  deliver  two  of  them 
for  one/* 

After  receiving  this  encouragement,  my 
great-grandmother  had  thrown  herfelf  at  the 
feet  of  Zineb-il-Mourath.  She  there  followed, 
fee  p  by  ftep,  the  leffon  ^rhlck  had  been  given 
her,  and  the  King,  devoured  by  anxiety  and 
trouble,  beheld  with  joy  the  feeble  ray  of 
hope  which  penetrated  the  gloom  with 
which  he  was  furrounded.  He  took  the  ro— 
fiiry,  retired  into  a  private  clofet,  and  there 
endeavoured  to.  make  whimfical  and  uncom¬ 
mon  marks  upon  every  bead,  with  the  point 
-  of  his  dagger.  This  was  the  employment  of 
the  evening ;  and  he  concluded,  with  enclofing 
the  depofit  which  had  been,  left  with  him,  in 

a  golden 
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a  golden  coffer  with  three  fleel  locks,  which 
was  placed  by  his  bed  fide,  and  of  which  he  was 
not  to  lofe  fight. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  pilgrims  had  colle&ed 
provifions  for  a  very  good  fupper.  Ilage- 
Cadahe,  his  mailer’s  infeparable  attendant, 
had  taken  care  of  it.  My  mother  YatifTa  was  • 
invited  to  it  j  - and  the  Armenian  conduced  „ 
himfclf  with  fuch  propriety  before  her,  that 
I  have  fince  heard  her  fay  u  fhe  could  not  con¬ 
ceive  how  a  man  poflefied  apparently  of  fo 
.great  merit  fliould  be  fo  infatuated  as  to  be 
in  love  with  an  old  woman  like  my  great¬ 
grandmother.  The  reputation  of  her  fan<5lity 
muft  have  prevailed  over  every  other  con- 
fideration.”  When  the  repafl  was  finifhed  the 
Armenian  arofe  :  “  Good  lady,”  faid  he  to 
fny  great-grandmother,  “  we  have  fome  little 
work  to  do  here,  in  order  promote  the  fuccefs  . 
of  our  affairs.  We  will  not  fend  away  our 
child.  People  endeavour  to  remove  them 
from  objects  which  exceed  the  compafs  of 
their  underftanding,  but,  for  my  part,  my 
plan  is  to  draw  them  as  near  as  I  can. 
Our  beautiful  YatifTa  is  wife  j  but  I  would 
much  rather  lee  her  imprudent  than* ignorant. 
Bring,”  continued  he,  “  a  chafingdiih,  and  fome 
fire  j  you  mufl  have  fome  perfume  here ; 
take  a  pinch  of  it,  ,and  throw  it  upon  the  pan, 
along  with  the  bit  of  firing  which  I  caufed 
-  G  c  3  you.: 
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you  referve,  pronouncing,  in  a  loud  and  firm- 
tone  of  voice*  in  the  name  of  him  who  does  every 
here  in  aid  of  our  defigns ,  let  my  r of  ary  return  to¬ 
me  from  the  place  where  it  is. 

While  Hamene.  pronounced  thefe  words,  oP 
which  we  all  here  comprehend  the  meaning,., 
fhe  was  furrounded  with  a  cloud  of  perfume  ; . 
and,  as  foon  as-  it  was  difperfed,  the  rofary 
was  perceived  at  her  necki  The  Armenian 
caufed  her  remark  the  impreflions  which  the 
King  had  made  upon  it,  the  better  to  recog¬ 
nize  it.  “•Behold,”1  faid  he  to  my  great¬ 
grandmother,  “  how  all  his  precautions  turn 
out  to  our  advantage  ;  you  are  now  armed  to  " 
defend  your  fovereign  againft  every  foe. 

“  To-morrow  morning  you  will  go  to  him,, 
before  he  is.  out  of  bed,  without  any  fear  of 
difturbing  his  fleep,  for  he  is  not  afleep ;  and 
you  muft  exprefs  youtfelf  in  the  few  following  - 
words:  ‘  My  firing  of  beads,  which  you  behold, 

*  could  ftrangle  all  your  enemies,  and  Mahomet, 
could  put  them  into  the  hands  of  avenging  - 
fpirits  *,  but  this  affair,  which  was  undertaken 
with  juftjce,.  muft  be  terminated  with  glory. 

Your  hand  fell  heavy  on  a  troop  of  im- 
poftors  and  villains ;  do  you  with  to  reign  in 
peace  over  Damas,  and  tranfmit  the  crown,  to. 
your  pofterity  ?’  He  will  undoubtedly  tell  yoiv.  - 

that  he  defires  this.  ‘  My  foul/  will  you 
fay,  «  is  whplly  employed  in  your  fervice, 

and. 
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and  I  allure  you  and  your  pofterity  of  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  throne  ;  wiil  you  refufe  to  take 
for  a  wife  to  your  fon,  my  grand-daughter 
Yatiffa,  the  raoft  beautiful*  and  the  wifeffc 
young  woman  in  Damas  ?  Send  your  chief 
eunuch  to  my  houfe,  where  there  is  a  refpeCt-- 
able  old  man,  who  is  our  relation*.  The  chief 
eunuch  will  demand  my  daughter,  and  con¬ 
duct  her,  covered  with  her  veil,  into  a  litter,  our 
relation  being  allowed  to  acompany  her.  You.  : 
will  likewife  fend  for  a  Cadi  *,  and  then,  if 
our  children  are  agreeable  to  one  another,  the  • 
whole  bufinefs  will  be  finifhed ;  but  the  affair 
is  too  ferious  for  me  to  engage  in  it,  unlefs  I  * 
reap  from  it  this  advantage. 

“Forget  nothing,”  continued  the  Armenian, 
fpeaking  to  my  great-grandmother,  «  of  what  I 
have  now  told  you;  and  give  orders  that, in  your 
abfence,,I  (hall  be  admitted  into  your  houfe,  if 
I  have  any  occafion  to  be  there*.” 

The  old  woman  punctually  obeyed  the  in¬ 
junctions  which  (he  received,,  and  Zincb-il- 
Mourath,  aftonilhed  to  fee  her  again  appear* 
before  him,  with  the  ftring  of  beads  which* 
he  had  marked  and  put  under  three  locks,  call 
his  eyes  firft  on  the  fantaffic  necklace,  and* 
then  on  the  coffer  in  which  it  had  been  inclofed- 

The  King  had,  till  then,  held  the  faint  of 
Damas  in  no  great  eftimation ;  but  this  pro¬ 
digy  determined  him  in  every  thing  to  confide: 

in 
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iii  her,  fmce  it  was  only  by  a  prodigy  that  hc“ 
could  efcape  from  his  enemies,  and  thofe  who'4 
envied  him  the  profeflion  of  the  throne-  He 
agreed  to  all  the  offers  that  were  made  to  him,, 
and  to  the  reward  which  was  required.-  The 
eunuch  came  in  (late  for  my  mother  Yatifla  ; 
at  the  fight  of  whom  every  fcruple  was  com¬ 
pletely  removed.  Her  neck  was  adorned  with 
her  fupurb  necklace ;  and,  though  covered 
with  a  veil*  when  file  came  out  of  the  litter,  to  - 
fet  her  foot  on  the  firft.lfeps  of  the  palace,  the 
excellence  of  her  llature  alone  gave  her  the 
appearance  of  defcending  from  one  throne  to  » 
go  to  take  her  feat  Upon  another. 

The  Cadi  did  his  duty,  a  robe  was  given  to  * 
the  Armenian,  and  the  marriage  was  com-- 
pleted.  Circumftances  did  not  permit  the  ce-  - 
remony  to  be  attended  with  pomp,  or  celebrat¬ 
ed  with  feftivals but  while  the  young  pair, 
feated  on  a  fofa  near  the  King,  were  forming 
an  acquaintance,  and  while  the  Cadi  and  the 
witnefi'es  of  the  marriage  were  regaling  them- 
felves  at  a  table,  the  two  pilgrims  were  dif- 
courfing  together  at  a  window.  (*  The  affair 
of  your  daughter  is  now  fuiifhed,”  faid  the 
merchant :  ((  I  undertake  that  of  the  King  of 
Damas  *,  you  fliall  fee  by  what  fhall  happen  that 
I  treat  you  all  as  if  you  belonged  to  my  own  . 
family  ;  but  fhould  we  be  foolifh  enough  to 
fecure  nothing  Ho  ourfelves  ?  When  we  re¬ 
turn 
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tom  from  our  pilgrimage  we  will  be  far  ad* 
vanced  in  life,  and  mull  necefiarily  be  without 
children,  and  without  confolation  in  our  de¬ 
clining  years.  Do  therefore  as  I  am  going  to 
tell  you.  When  the  hulband  and  wife  ihall 
be  in  bed,  put  your  fbing  of  beads  over  both 
thek  heads,  and  thus-  addrefs  them  :  My 
dear  children*  I  bind  you  to  one  another  and  to  us\ 
by  him  who  hat  procured  a  fortune  to  ut  all ;  grant 
me  a  favour ,  give  me  and  the  man  on  whom  I 
have  bejlowed  myfelf  the  fief  male  child  which 
JhcilL  fpring  from  your  marriage ,  and  l  will  re¬ 
main  here  to  educate  him  near  yon.  When  they 
{hall  have  granted  your  requeft,  you  will  em¬ 
brace  them  both,  and  return  to  inform  me  of 
it.  In  this  only,  and  in  the  pilgrimage,  do  L 
feel  myfelf  deeply  interefted.” 

My  great-grandmother  was  far  from  refus¬ 
ing  any  thing  which  was  required  of  her,  by 
the  man  who  had  brought  her  into  fb  .complete 
fubje&ion  to  his  authority;  and  my  father 
and  mother,  when  they  were  m  the  chains  of 
the  fatal  rofary,  pronounced  every  word 
which  their  grandmother  required.  The  Ar¬ 
menian  had  no  more  bufmefs  at  Damas,  and 
you  mufl  expeft  foon  to  fee  him  difappear  ; 
but  he  will  only  change  his  appearance,  and 
we  will  not  be  long' in  feeing  him  again. 

While  nuptials  fufficiently  mournful  were 

cele- 
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celebrating  at  Damas,  the  Grand  Vizier  was 
plotting  at  Bagdad  the  ruin  of  Zineb-il-Mou- 
rath.  His  fucceflor  was  getting  ready  his 
equipage ;  he  carried  the  decree  by  which  his 
predeceflor  was  condemned,,  and  he  was  to  be 
accompanied  by  the  half  of  the  Caliph's  guard* 
No  man  fpoke  in  favour  of  Zinebdl-Mourath  $ 
every  one  at  Bagdad  was  againft  him  from  the 
Mufti  to  the  Muczins,  from  the  chief  magif* 
trate  of  police  to  his  meaneffi  officer. 

The  Caliph,  who  was  a  man  of  a  very  calm 
and  peaceable  difpofition,  and  inclined  to 
equity,  allowed  himfelf  to  be  hurried  away, 
by  the  emotion  of  the  paffions  which  prevailed’ 
around  him.  Buried  in  the  interior  of  his 
palace,  the  little  concerns  of  which  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  engage  his  attention,  fome  extraor¬ 
dinary  occafion  was  neceflary  to  awake  him 
from  his  lethargy,  and  enable  him  to  recover 
his  wonted  vigour.  His  only  daughter  was  in, 
a  bad  date  of  health,  but  languiihing  rather 
than  Tick,  and,  in  particular,  (he  had  loft  her 
appetite.  “  My  dear  child,”  faid  her  father, 
(t  you  muft  eat ;  think  of  any  thing  you  could 
like.”  “  I  can  eat  nothing,”  anfwered  {he, 
((  but  karmout,  and  a  karmout  cannot  be 
procured  for  me.” 

In  the  mean  time,  the  purveyors  of  the  pa¬ 
lace  caufed  nets  to  be  thrown  continually  in-- 
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to  the  ten  *  rivers,  without  being  able  to  find 
the  fifii  for  which  the  prince fs  had  taken  a 
fancy.  This  was  not  the  feafon  when  the  fifh 
came  into  the  river ;  and  the  expe£tation  of  the 
purveyors  were  conftantly  deceived.  Upon 
the  bank  of  the  river  they  met  with  a  tall  man, 
who  had  a  line  upon  his  fhoulder,  and  whofe 
eyes  were  fteadily  fixed  upon  the  waves,  as  if 
he  were  counting  them  as  they  pafled.  u  What 
are  you  doing  there  ?”  faid  they  to  him  ;  “  why 
don’t  you  throw  your  line  into  the  water  ?”  “  I 
muft  firft  know  what  fifh  you  want ;  every 
fifh  does  not  take  the  fame  bait.”  f(  We  want 
a  karmout,”  anfwered  the  purveyors.  “  If  there 
is  one  in  the  river  you  (hall  have  it ;  but  for 
whom  is  this  fifii  intended  ?”  (( For  the  Caliph’s 
daughter,  the  princefs  Zad*il-Draide.”  “ Come, 
I  will  put  on  the  bait,  and  throw  in  my  line 
in  the  name  of  the  princefs  Zad-il-Draide.” 

In  two  minutes  the  water  around  the  line 
was  feen  to  be  ruffled  ;  the  fifherman  drew  it 
out,  and  brought  to  land  one  of  the  fineft  kar- 
mouts  that  ever  had  been  feen  *,  at  fight  of  it 
the  purveyors  burft  into  exclamations  of  won~ 
der.  «  You  ought  not  to  be  furprifed,”  faid 
the  filherman,  “  to  fee  the  karmout  fo  fine ; 
for  if  a  fifh  of  this  kind  can  be  taken  at  this 

•  The  two  rivers,  and  the  beautiful  ftream  which  waters 
the  fields  of  Bagdad,  are  divided  into  ten  different  beds. 

feafon 
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feafon  of  the  year,  it  muft  be  very  excellent* 
fuice  it  is  a  lazy  one,  whofe  only  obje&  is  to 
grow  fat/’ 

•  The  purveyors  wiffied  to  pay  the  fiffierman 
for  it.  “No,**  faid  he,  **  if  the  princefs  withes  to 
eat  another,  I  will  be  here  to-morrow ;  we  will 
try  our  fortune,  and,  if  I  fucceed,  you  will 
pay  me  for  them  both  together/’  The  officers 
of  the  palace,  happy  at  being  able  to  gratify 
their  princefs,  went  away  without  paying  the 
fiffierman,  not  refle£ling  that  nothing  ought  to 
be  received  from  an  unknown  hand.  This  pro¬ 
verb  was  often  repeated  to  me  by  my  great¬ 
grandmother,  who  fometimes  difplayed  more 
wifdom  in  her  conversation  than  in  her  beha¬ 
viour.  With  refpe£l  to  the  fiffierman  I  have 
mentioned,  I  now  fufpe&,  princes,  that  he 
was  the  fame  perfon  with  the  Armenian,  and 
ithe  Rabin  Ben-Mofes. 

No  fooner  had  he  left  the  brink  of  the  water, 
than,  having  undoubtedly  his  little  equippage 
-quite  ready,  he  entered  the  palace  almoft  as 
foon  as  the  fiffi  he  had  taken.  He  was  then 
in  the  ffiape  of  a  little  man,  with  a  counte¬ 
nance  rather  merry  than  agreeable,  and  of  a 
flender  and  eafy  ftature.  His  carriage,  dif- 
courfe,  and  equipage,  denoted  him  to  be  one 
of  thofe  fkilful  fellers  of  balfams  who  accom¬ 
pany  the  caravans,  and  whofe  printipal  bufi- 
nef6  is  to  amufe  the  travellers  with  their  tricks 
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*<5f  art  and  addrefs,  and  to  cure  the  camels  and 
-other  beads  of  burthen.  Thefe  people  per¬ 
form  great  atchievements  in  diftant  caravan- 
far  ies,  or,  perhaps  they  are  fometimes  afii  ti¬ 
ed  by  nature  as  well  as  more  fkilful  phyficians. 

The  feller  of  balfams,  who  knew  the  world, 
gained  the  keeper  of  the  firfl  enclofure  of  the 
palace  by  a  piece  of  gold,  and  inftantly  cured 
a  broken-winded  horfe  which  was  kept  in  the 
flable  for  fhow.  He  cut  off  the  ears  of  two 

O 

dogs,  and  the  tails  of  two  cats,  and  gave 
relief  to  a  parrot  who  was  fubje£t  to  the  falling 
ficknefs. 

An  old  eunuch  came  to  get  three  dumps 
pulled  out,  and  the  operator  holding  them  in 
hishand,  fhewed  them,  faying,  at  the  fame  time, 
with  a  very  comical  air ;  “  if  any  one  has  too 
many,  I  will  take  them  away ;  if  any  one 
wants  fome,  I  have  them.”  When  the  fifh, 
after  being  (hewn  to  the  Caliph,  was  delivered 
to  the  cook,  the  fkilful  quack,  encouraged  by 
innumerable-little  inftances  of  fuccefsv  had  al¬ 
ready  got  into  the  third  enclofure.  He  there 
became  a  fubjedfc  of  amufement  to  the  young 
pages,  who  threw  at  him  the  balls  with  which 
they  were  playing  ;  but  he  caught  them  in  the 
air,  and  put  them  in  his  cap.  The  youths 
came  under  pretence  of  taking  them  from 
him,  and  fixed  a  long  pledget  to  his  back. 
This  was  a  fubje&  of  triumph  to  him ;  he  took 
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it  away,  and  balanced  it  upon  his  forehead, 
always  efcaping  from  thofe  who  wifhed  to  lay 
hold  on  him,  and  carrying  the  balls  in  his  cap. 

'  The  burfts  of  laughter  which  he  excited 
were  heard  in  the  palace,  and  fpread  the  fame 
•  of  his  little  talents.  A  black  eunuch  came 
.and  pulled  him  by  the  fleeve,  opened  a  fmal! 
•door,  and  conduced  him  into  an  apartment 
very  neatly  furnifhed.  There  he  found  a 
handfome  female  Have,  very  well  drefled,  and 
who  (till  had  fome  pretenfions  to  youth  : — 
have  you,’*  faid  fhe,  “  any  cafes  of  falfe 
teeth,  ready  made  ?”  “  Yes  I  have,”  replied 
the  expert  workman :  «  there  is  no  kind  of 
delight  which  a  woman  may  not  always  find 
in  my  packet ;  but  you,  fair  lady,  feem  to 
want  nothing.” — f(  Oh  !  that’s  becaufe  I  have 
full  cheeks ;  but  a  fluxion  has  deprived  me  of 
my  teeth,  and  as  I  am  very  chearful  and  dare  not 
laugh,  this  gives  me  great  uneafinefs.” — “  We 
will  reftore  to  you  your  good  humour,  and  all 
the  gracefulnefs  with  which  it  is  accompanied :  I 
intend  that  it  {hall  be  difplayed  acrofs  thirty- 
two  ftringed  pearls;  but  allow  me  to  put  my 
hand  into  your  mouth. — O  !  what  good  for¬ 
tune  !  there  only  remains  one  (lump.  I  never 
had  a  more  agreeable  opportunity  of  gaining 
honour  to  myfelf ;  fit  down.” 

He  then  drew  three  or  four  cafes  from  a 
box.  “  Here  is  what  you  want ;  when  I 
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made  this  cafe,  I  was  thinking  on  a  pretty 
mouth  like  yours ;  you  fee  my  thoughts  are 
fometimes  very  pleafant.”  So  faying,  he  very 
dexteroufly  placed  in  her  mouth  a  cafe  which 
fuited  her  exa&ly,  and  which  was  fo  firmly 
fixed  that  one  would  have  thought  they  had' 
taken  root.  The  Have  took  a  mirror,  and  hav-- 
ing  looked  at  herfelf,  was  quite  delighted.* 
*•  How,”  faid  (he,  “  {hall  I  be  able  to  eat  ?” 
— M  make  a  trial;  there  is  fome  fruit  and 
fome  cake  upon  a  table” — u  But — yes — I  can 
cat.  Oh  4  how  charming  this  is  !  I  (hall  never 

fmile  without  thinking  on  you.” - “  That 

will  give  me  great  pleafure  ;  for  I  am  not  al¬ 
ways  thought  of  with  fmiles.” — K  I  {hall  give 
you  nothing  at  prefent,”  faid  the  Have,  t(  for  I 
wifti  you  very  foon  to  return.  Tell  the  porter  that  . 
you  wifh  to  fpeak  to  Thalida.  lam  thefirft  wo-- 
man  belonging  to  the  Caliph’s  daughter,  and 
all  the-  porters  {hall  have  orders  to  admit  you 
to  me.  I  leave  you  at  prefent,  for  my  miftrefs 
is  about  to  fit  down  to  table,  and  I  mud  go  to 
ferve  her.” 

It  was  not  money  which  the  cunning  den- 
tift  wanted,  but  to  be  admitted  into  the  in-- 
terior  part  of  the  palace.  He  was  about  to 
have  his  wilh  gratified,  and  his  prefence  would 
be  defired  *,  but  this  was  not  enough,  he  will 
make  it  be  expe&ed. 
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When  Thalida  returned  to  her  miftrefs' 
dinner  was  ferved  up,  and  the  Karmout  was^ 
upon  the  table..  The  flaves  related  to  the 
princefs  the  tricks  of  the  comical  phyfician, 
which  had  amuled  the  young  people  in  the 
morning.  Thalida,  who  was  oppofite  to  her- 
miftrefs,  when  flie  heard  of  the  balancing  of  the 
pledget  burft  into  fo  immoderate  a  fit  of  laugh¬ 
ter  that  an  opportunity  was  given  of  immedi¬ 
ately  difplaying  all  the  riches  with  which 
her  mouth  was  newly  adorned.  “  What  I 
Thalida/’  faid  the  princefs,  have  you  got 
teeth  laft  night  ?” — M  It  did  not  happen  at 
*  night.  Madam,  but  by  day.’* — ( ‘  Come  near  5  4 
how  !  they  are  really  teeth  ;  bite  the  end  of 
my  fingers. — In  truth,  they  make  themfelves 
be  felt :  this  is  very  extraordinary;  how  did: 
it  happen  ?” — The  man  the  boys  were  playing 
upon  made  this  fhewy  fet  of  teeth  for  me  in  a 
moment.  They  are  fixed  fomewhat  better  than 
the  pledget  which  was  hung  to  his  fhoulder.” 

The  curiofity  of  the  princefs  would  undoubt-* 
edly  have  carried  her  farther,  but  finding 
the  fiih  excellent,  and  eating  ofit  too  eagerly, 
a :  bone  ftuck  in  her  throat,  and  obliged, 
her  to  rife  from  table.  Nature  at  fir  ft- 
cxeTted  all  its  efforts  to  drive  back  the  foreign 
fubftance,  but  they  were  fruitlefs.  The  little 
means  of  afliftance  which  are  ufually  had  rer 

courfe  to  in  fuch  accidents  were  afterwards 
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employed,  but  all  in  vain.  The  eunuch, 
^'ho  attended  the  Prince fs  as  furgeon,  em¬ 
ployed  firft  his  dexterity  and  then  his  in- 
ftrumcnts  ;  but  he  only  occafioned  more  pain, 
■without  bringing  any  relief.  The  Caliph  at 
length  arrived  in  perfon,  accompanied  by 
the  whole  faculty.  The  refources  of  the  * 
art  were  in  vain  exhaufted  to  bring  afliftance, . 
and  the  Caliph,  threatened  with  the  lofs  of 
his  daughter  was  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs.  His 
wife,  the  mother  of  Zad-il«Draide,  came  to  • 
add,  by  the  extravagance  of  her  grief,  to  the  * 
aflli&ion  occafioned  by  the  defperate  fituation  *- 
of  the  young  and  beautiful  princefs. 

“  Madam,”  faid  Thalida  to  the  Caliph’s  *  - 
fpoufe,  “  if  the  dentift  who  came  here  this  • 
morning,  and  who  promifed  to  return  in  the 
afternoon,  were  here,  he  would  very  foon 
bring  relief  to  my  dear  miltrefs,  and  difpdlall 
our  fears.”  (i  What  probability  is  there  in  what 
you  fay  anfwered  the  afflicted  mother : 

«  does'  this  man  know  more  than  the  phyfi- 
cians  of  the  palace  or  thofe  of  Bagdad  who 
have  been  called  hither  ?  with  what  instrument 
could  he  find  where  this  bone  is  ?”  “  With  his  - 
hand,  Madam  ;  it  is  fo  fmall  that  it  would  go 
into  an  egg,  and  his  fingers  are  fo  llender  that 
they  would  pafs  through  the  eye  of  a  needle 
like  a  thread  of  fiik  :  his  lkin  is  fo  foft  that  he 
feems  to  carefs  every  thing  he  touches  *,  in  •• 
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Ihort  he  Teems  to  have  no  bones.”  “  But,  wher^- 
is  this  man  ?”  faid  the  Sultannefs  :  “  it  is  fouo* 
hours,”  anfwered  Thalida,  “  fmce  he  left  this- 
place,  and  he  has  a  confiderable  intereft  in  re- .. 
turning ;  but  as  admittance  may  be  refufed  him,- 
at  the  palace  gates, .  I  will  go-  to  meet  him,  and 
remove  every  obftacle.” 

So  faying,  Thalida  flew  away  and.  appeared, 
again  in  a  moment,  leading  by  the  hand  the- 
artift  whom  fhe  wifhed  to  employ.  He  had  the 
fame  light  and  flender  figure  as  in  the  morning*, 
but  he  had  afi-umed  a  greater  gravity  of  car¬ 
riage,  and  his  countenance,  far  from  exhibiting; 
the  chara&er  of  ftupidity,  indicated  a  mind  ca-* 
pable  of  refle&ion.  “  Is  that  the  man  you 
fpojce  of  ?”  faid  the  Caliph  to  Thalida.  “It? 
is,”  replied  {he  ;  “  he  will  fave  her  life  ;  I  an- 
fwer  for  it  with  my  own.”  “  This  furgeon,? 
faid  the  Caliph,  “  muft.  likewife  anfwer  for  it 
with  his.”  “  My  life,  Sir,”  replied  the  man. 
whom  Thalida  patronifed,  “  is  important  to 
me,  though  to  many  people  of  your  court  I 
may  have  appeared  nothing  but  a  buffoon  ;  and 
therefore  your  majefty  will  allow  me  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  princefs,  that  I  may.  afcertain  the 
depth  to  which  the  bone  hasreached.”  “When 
you  have  feen  her,”  replied  the  Caliph,  “  you 
will  give  the  fame  anfwer  with  the  reft,”  “Com¬ 
mander  of  the  faithful  I  I  will  fpeak  for  my- 
felf  i  I  copy  no  man.”  The  expert  furgeon 
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then' approached  and  examined  the  princefsj 
and  immediately,  returned*  to  the  Caliph.  i(  If 
I' promife,  upon  my  life,  to  the  mod  powerful 
monarch  of  the  earth,  that  his  only  daughter 
fhall  be  delivered  from  danger,  may  I  hope  fron> 
his  goodnefs  that  he  will  grant  me  life  for  life, 
and  fave  from  deftrudlion  one  that  is  more  pre¬ 
cious  to  me  than  my  own  ?”  “  Yes,”  exclaim¬ 
ed  the  Caliph,  (t  though  it  were  the  life  of  a 
criminal  who  had  dared  to  lift  his  hand  againfl: 
myfelf.”  “I  am  far,”  faid  the  furgeon,  “  from 
wilhing  to  fave  the  life  of  a  criminal :  but, 
auguft  fovereign,  this  is  not  all.  If.  the  prin- 
cefs  delivered  from  her  prefent  danger,  (hall  at 
the  fame  time  inftantly  recover  her  frefhnefs,- 
chearfulnefs,  and  appetite,  would  it  not  be  pro¬ 
per  that  the  man  for  whofe  prefervation  I  am 
concerned  (liould  recover  your  good  graces,  if 
I  can  prove  that  he  has  been  removed  from 
them  by  intrigue.”  “  I  cannot  conceive,”  faid 
the  Caliph,  “  who  the  perfon  is  of  whom  you 
have  to  fpeak  j.  but  cure  my  daughter,  and  I 
promife  you  every  thing.” 

You  will  think  with  me,  princes,  faid 
the  prince  of  Damas,  interrupting,  his  narra¬ 
tion,  that  it  was  eafy  for  the  furgeon  to  find 
the  bone  where  he  had  made  it  enter  ;  for  it 
may  well  be  fuppofed  that  this  extraordinary 
perfon  having  under  tlje  charadder  of  a  fifher- 
man  got  the  karmout  introduced  into  the  pa¬ 
lace, 
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lace,  had,  by  its  means,  occafioned  this  accident' 
which  enabled  him  to  (hew  himfelf  both  (kill- 
ful  and  obliging. 

In  a  moment  the  bone  came  into  his  hand 
and  fo  little  pain  did  the  princefs  feel  in  the 
operation,  that  one  would’ have  thought  the 
bone  was  itfelf  eager  to  come  out.  A  glafs  of 
water,  and  three  drops  of  a  very  powerful . 
tlixir  finifhed  this  fpeedy  operation  *  and  a  piece 
of  linen,  fteeped  in  the  fame  liquor,  removed  • 
the  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  and  the  fwelling 
of  the  eye-lids,  and  reftored  complete  frefhnefs  * 
to  the  fkin.  The  princefs  appeared  more  beau¬ 
tiful  than  ever,  and  (he  felt  her  appetite,  which - 
the  accident  had  deftroyed,  return  with  great 
keennefsi  Thalida  -triumphed-  in  the  fuecefs » 
of  the  man  (lie  protected  ;.the  Caliph  and  the 
princefs  his  wife  were  in  extafies  of  joy  ;  the- 
phy/icians  of  the  court  retired  •  in  confufion, . 
and  the  whole  palace  refounded  with  (houts  of* 
joy.. 

One  man  only  appeared  not  to  carry  his  joy 
to  excefs  :  this  was  the  performer  of  the  cure 
which  had  made  them  all  fo  happy.  He  wait¬ 
ed  till  the  Caliph  had  feveral  times  embraced 
and  congratulated  his  daughter,  and  fuddenly 
came  to  fall  at-,  his  feet,  as  foon  as  he  faw  that 
he  might  do  fo,  without  caufing  any  embarafP- 
ment.  “  Commander  of  the  faithful  !”  faid  he, 
"  you  owe  me  the  pardon  of  a  man,  which 
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will  do  no  violence  to  your  juftice,  if  your  ma*- 
jefty  will  look  at  the  jullification  of  him  who  is 
expofed  by  intrigue  to  your  wrath.  Here  are 
the  writings,  of  which  a  copy  has  been  fent  to 
the  Grand  Vizier ;  but  this  minifter  wilhes  the 
throne  of  Damas  to  be  bellowed  upon  his 
fon-in-law.  In  reality,  my  mailer,  the  King  of 
Damas,  has  punifhed  faithlefs  managers  who 
divided  among  themfelves  the  produce  of  the 
cllablilhnients  made  by  virtuous  and  pious 
Muffelmen,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the 
decoration  of  the  worfliip.  To  reftore  every 
thing  to  good  order,  it  was  neceflary  to  take 
poffeflion  of  the  regifters  of  an  adminillration 
full  of  abufes,  and  depofe  the  directors ;  yet 
this  opportunity  has  been  chofen  for  calumni¬ 
ating  him.  You  will  find  the  fignature  of  the 
men  who  have  dared  to  do  fo,  among  thofe  of 
the  mofl  notorious  prevaricators,  in  fatisfa£lory 
documents,  of  which  I  lay  the  originals  at  your 
feet.  Jultice  !  O  great  fovereign  !  do  jultice 
to  my  mailer  the  King  of  Damas.  The  hum¬ 
bled  of  his  Haves,  who  reckons  himfelf  too  hap¬ 
py  in  having  had  it  in  his  power  to  ferve  you, 
al'pires  to  no  other  recompenfe.” 

The  Caliph  remained  in  great  embarraff- 
meut,  a  buffoon  was  announced  to  him,  and 
this  buffoon  had  tied  him  down  by  his  word  of 
honour.  He  had  likewife  promifed  the  crown 
of  Damas  to  the  Vizier’s  fon-in-law,  and  the 
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prefent  pofleflor  could  lofe  it  only  with  his  life.. 
He  felt  that  he  had  done  this  with  too  little^ 
confideration ;  and  convincing  documents  were 
delivered  to  him,  which  he  opened,  and  curfo- 
rily  read  over.  He  faw  fhockingvillanies  which 
they  had  not  thought  proper  to  explain  to  him  1 
he  went  into  his  apartment*  and  ordered  the 
man  who  had  cured  his  daughter  to  accompany 
him. 

When  they  were  got  into  the  clofet,  he  de¬ 
manded  to  know  what  was  the  ftranger’s  name. 
“  Sire,”  anfwered  he,  M  my  name  is  Beka- 
mar  ;  and  I  am  Zineb-il-Mou rath’s  Have  and 
furgeon.”  “  Why  did  he  fend  you  hither  ?  Why 
did  he  deliver  papers  of  fuch  importance  to  his 
furgeon  ?” — “  My  matter.  Sire,  did  not  fend' 
me  nor  deliver  to  me  any  papers.  I  was  fur¬ 
geon  to  a  Jew,  named  Samuel,  againft  whom 
the  people  were  ftirred  up,  and  who  faw  that 
his  death  was  a  neceffary  facrifice  to  the  public 
tranquillity.  He  delivered  me  this  memorial, 
and  thefe  papers.  w  The  King”  faid  he,  tf  has 
copies  of  them,  but  lock  them  up,  and  they 
may  one  day  be  ufeful  to  you.  When  I  learn¬ 
ed  that  my  matter’s  enemies  attacked  him  be¬ 
fore  your  majefty,  I  depended  upon  your  juf- 
tice  and  his  innocence.  But  the  pride  and 
confidence  difplayed  by  his  enemies  foon  con¬ 
vinced  me  that  they ‘had  fome  grounds  of 
triumph.  I  betook  myfelf  to  this  place,  and. 
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a&ed  a  part  which  would  enable  me  to  get  in¬ 
troduced  every  where  for  the  purpofe  of  ob¬ 
taining  information.  It  has  happily  led  me  to  • 
be  of  fervice  to  your  majefty  ;  and  if  I  can  ob¬ 
tain  the  reftoration  of  my  kind  mailer  Zineb- 
i.l-Mourath  to  your  good  graces,  I  will  then  be 
recompenfed  beyond  my  defert  or  expe&ation.” 

«  Bekamar,”  faid  the  Caliph,  44  your  fove- 
reign  is  very  fortunate  in  having  fo  intelligent 
and  well  affe&ed  a  fubjeft  as  you  are.  If  you 
are  not  drawn  towards  him  by  an  unalterable 
attachment,  I  offer  you,  at  my  court,  every 
advantage  which  you  can  defire.  Be  not 
afraid  that  I  will  be  rafh  in  the  determination 
I  form  concerning  the  complaints  which  have 
been  fent  me  from  Damas.  I  will  not  decide  till 
I  have  enquired  into  the  affair,  fo  that  I  may 
be  able  to  purge  my  divan  from  the  corruption 
which  has  been  introduced  into  it ;  and  the 
King  of  Damas  fhall  know  what  you  have 
done  for  him.  What  order  do  you  wifh  to 
have  upon  my  treafurer  ?”  “  The  moft  trif¬ 

ling  ring  which  may  have  belonged  to  your 
majefty  is  all  I  require  $  any  other  recom- 
penfe  would  diminifh  the  fatisfadlion  I  enjoy 
by  having  had  it  in  my  power  to  do  you  fer- 
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vice. 

The  Caliph  took  a  fuperb  ring  from  his 
-little  finger.  44  O  commander  of  the  faithful  P* 
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faid  Bekamar,  making  a  profound  bow,  **  one 
much  lefs  fine  would  have  been  fufficient  for 
me.  But  the  richnefs  of  the  gift  points  out 
the  ufe  I  ought  to  make  of  it.”  So  faying,  he 
withdrew. 

Thalida  was  waiting  at  the  door  of  the  Ca- 
0  liph’s  apartment,  to  thank  him,  to  congra¬ 
tulate  him  on  his  fuccefs,  and  to  make  him  a 
more  ample  acknowledgement. 

<c  Amiable  lady !”  faid  he,  with  a  tone 
which  no  longer  refembled  that  of  the  dentift, 
“  the  Caljph,  after  granting  me  every  thing 
that  I  defired  from  him,  has  made  me  a  prefent 
to  give  to  the  perfon  who  faved,  in  fact,  the 
life  of  the  princefs.  It  was  you  ;  I  only  lent 
my  hand  ;  and  therefore  this  ring  is  yours.” 
While  Thalida  was  confidering  the  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  the  brilliant,  her  benefadlor  made  his 
cfcape,  and  retired  to  lbme  corner  of  Bagdad, 
to  obferve  the  confequence  of  the  events. 

The  Grand  Vizier  being  convidled  of  infin- 
cerity,  and  breach  of  trull,  was  beheaded; 
the  firft  ulher  was  difpatched  to  Damas  with 
the  moll  fatisfa&ory  letters  to  the  fovereign, 
and  orders  to  put  to  death  thofe  criminals  who 
had  been  fpared.  A  private  letter  palled  a 
thoufand  encomiums  on  the  abilities  and  zeal 
of  the  fuigeon  Bekamar.  The  King  of  Damas 
could  not  conjecture  who  this  man  could  be 
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about  whom  fo  many  things  were  told  by 
the  meflenger  from  Bagdad  and  his  retinue, 
and  to  whom  they  brought  a  letter  from  Tha- 
lida,  no  doubt  a  very  afFe&ionate  one,  with¬ 
out  knowing  to  whom  to  deliver  it. 

My  father  and  mother  were  difcourfing  a- 
bout  him  with  my  great-grandmother,  who  was 
not  yet  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  pilgrim, 
and  who  never  fufpe&ed  that  he  had  more 
than  one  face.  It  would  have  fruftrated  his 
own  defigns,  if  he  had  {hewn  her  every  thing 
he  could  do.  She  faid,  however,  as  if  by  a 
kind  of  inftinft.  ((  This  Bekamar,  whom  the 
King  mentions,  the  pilgrim  and  I,  co-operate 
in  producing  the  fame  end.  The  King  has  re¬ 
covered  the  good  graces  of  the  Caliph ;  this 
mult  have  been  obtained  by  fome  means  or 
other  5  and  he  well  fees  that  he  has  done  his 
duty  with  refpecl  to  us,  (ince  nothing  was 
afked  from  him.  Even  the  prefent  of  the 
Caliph  has  not  been  accepted.  This  is  a 
ftriking  feature.” 

The  King  of  Damas,  at  length  delivered 
from  his  enemies,  and  his  fears,  and  fuppof- 
ing  he  owed  the  re-eftablifhment  of  his  for¬ 
tune  chiefly  to  the  prayers  of  my  great-grand¬ 
mother,  appointed  to  her  lodgings  in  the  pa¬ 
lace,  near  the  apartment  of  her  grand  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  allowed  her,  as  much  as  flie  had 
a  mind,  to  accompany  the  funeral  proceiTions, 
Vol.  IV.  E  e  and 
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go  to  fay  her  prayers  among  the  tombs.  Her 
zeal,  in  this  refpeft,  increafed  ;  (he  accepted 
whatever  was  offered  to  her  as  if  fhe  had  been 
deflitute  of  every  thing,  and  diftributed  what 
flie  received  among  the  poor.  Irl  the  ftreets,  a 
crowd  was  always  gathered  around  the  faint : 
this  fuccefs,  and  the  hope  of  vifiting  Mecca 
by  the  next  caravan,  made  her  the  happieft 
woman  upon  earth  :  flie  went  every  day  to 
take  a  turn  in  the  Kan,  that  fhe  might  obferve 
if  her  pilgrim  was  returned. 

My  mother  became  pregnant,  and  had  a 
very  happy  delivery,  of  which  I  was  the  fruit. 
I  was  bom,  undoubtedly,  under  a  ftar  of  very 
malignant  influence  ;  for  at  my  birth  I  was  de¬ 
livered  over  to  our  wicked  enemy.  My  great¬ 
grandmother  was  continually  rambling  and 
prattling  about  my  cradle,  and  was  even  more 
afliduous  in  her  attentions  than  my  nurfe.  As 
foon  as  my  eyes  were  opened  to  the  light,  fhe 
endeavoured  to  divert  me  with  amufing  ob¬ 
jects  *,  when  I  could  w'alk,  flic  led  me  by  the 
hand ;  and  fhe  related  to  me  tales  and  dories, 
as  focn  as  I  was  capable  of  giving  attention. 
In  fhort,  fhe  got  fo  entire  pofleflion  of  me, 
that  it  was  impofliblc  for  us  to  be  feparated. 

My  father  and  mother’s  family  encreafed 
every  year.  They  themfelves  watched  over 
the  attentions  which  were  paid  to  my  brothers 
and  fillers  >  I  was  wholly  committed  to  the 
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of  my  great-grandmother  ?  (he  taught  me  to 
read  and  write;  for  being  accuftomed  to 
draw  verfes  of  the  Alcoran  on  bits  of  vellum, 
(lie  came  at  length  to  form  her  characters 
with  the  greateft  delicacy.  At  that  time  (he 
thought  herfelf  a  widow.  “  Alas  !  my  poor  s 
pilgrim  I”  faid  (lie  ;  “  he  was  old,  and  he  has 
undergone  too  much  labour  !  You  have  loft  a 
good  grandfather,  who  would  have  taught  you 
the  fine  things,  which  I  have  feen  performed 
by  him.”  “  But,  grandmother,  in  the  tales 
which  you  relate  to  me,  the  magicians  do 
fuch  things  as  he  performed  ;  was  he  a  magi¬ 
cian  ?**  “  Magicians  ne*/er  have  a  virtuous 

love  for  women,  as  that  dear  man  had  for  me. 
Through  refpeCt,  child,  he  would  never  touch, 
the  point  of  my  finger ;  and  befides,  the  people 
you  have  mentioned  never  make  the  pilgri¬ 
mage  to  Mecca,  for  they  know  that  they  are 
curfed  by  the  Alcoran.” 

•  When  I  was  able  to  accompany  my  grand¬ 
mother  in  her  walks,  if  I  could  not  keep  up 
with  her,  and  mingle  with  the  mourners  at 
the  funerals,  (he  put  me  into  the  hands  of 
my  nurfe,  under  the  protection  of  two  ftrong 
(laves,  in  a  place  where  I  could  admire  how 
well  (he  counterfeited  forrow.  She  after¬ 
wards  conducted  me  to  the  tombs,  and  made 
me  repeat  aloud  after  her  the  Ilfathea,  and 
the  Headline? 
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I  gave  very  little  attention  to  thefe  cere¬ 
monies,  being  naturally  of  a  carelefs  dif- 
pofition  ;  but  in  return,  the  (lories  which 
Aie  related  when  we  returned  home  were  very 
agreeable  to  me,  and  this  was  the  only  cul¬ 
tivation  which  my  mind  received  from  her.. 
As  for  the  reft,  fhe  was  good  only  with  my 
mother  and  me ;  we  could  never  be  in  the  wrong 
with  her,  but  towards  her  own  (laves  fhe  was 
cruel  and  unmerciful.  As  I  heard  the  com¬ 
mon  people  call  her  a  faint,  I  conceived  a  very 
extraordinary  idea  of  fuch  a  character. 

Years  palled  on,  and  the  time  at  length 
arrived  when  my  eyes  were  to  be  opened  in 
part  to  the  mifery  of  my  lot,  and  when  my 
father  and  mother  were  to  be  punifhed,  with¬ 
out  knowing  how,  or  by  whom,  for  aban¬ 
doning  me,  in  a  manner  which,  on  tire  fuppofi- 
tion  that  their  wills  were  free,  was  fo  foolilh 
on  their  part. 

I  had  almoft  attained  my  fifteenth  year. 
Being  confidered  by  the  people  of  my  grand¬ 
fathers  court  as  one  of  thofe  princes  who  are 
devoted  to  the  profedion  of  a  dervife,  nobody 
was  attached  to  me;  and  I  was  left  entirely  to 
the  company  of  my  great-grandmother.  We 
were  one  day  coming  out  together  from  a 
tomb,  whither  we  had  entered  alone,  when 
fomething  more  terrifying  than  a  fpe&re  made 
its  appearance.  This  was  the  Armenian. 

tner- 
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chant,  whom  I  knew  folely  from  the  defcrip- 
tion  given  of  him  by  my  great-grandmother, 
but  whofe  air  and  countenance  appeared  to  me 
as  rueful  as  his  beard  was  white. 

At  fight  of  him  my  great-grandmother  had 

almoft  fainted  :  ft  It  is  a  dead  man  !  it  is  a* 

✓ 

dead  man  !”  exclaimed  fhe.  “  No,”  faid  the 
pretended  Armenian,  feizing  her  roughly  by 
the  arm,  it  is  not  a  dead  man  j  but  you 
will  be  a  dead  woman,  if  you  don’t  take  care.” 
“  Whence*  come  you,  wretched  man,  after 
having  kept  me  fifteen  years  in  expectation  ? 
Was  it  kind  thus  to  deceive  a  virtuous  woman 
like  me  ?” — Hold  your  peace,  you  outra¬ 
geous  faint,  or  with  one  word  I  will  make  your 
tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  your  mouth.  I 
have  no  time  to  lofe  here  :  I  am  come  for  my 
fon.” — “Your  fon  !  When  did  you  marry  me,, 
you  deceiver,  to -have  a  child  hy  me  ?  Come 
and  do  me  juftice  before  the  Cadi,  and  you 
(hall  have  the  child.” — “  Marry  you  !  you  old 
fool !  you  decrepid  fkeleton  !  living  monu¬ 
ment  of  the  antiquity  of  the  world  !  fcandal  of 
the  creation  !  fprung  from  the  mud  of  the  de¬ 
luge  !  give  me  my  child:” — “  You  (hall  fooncr- 
have  my  life,  you  villain  :  I  will  caufe  you 
be  crucified  here,  as  the  murderer  of  your 
pretended  fon  and  me.”  So  faying,  fhe  held 
me  locked  in  her  arms.  Fear  rendered  me  in¬ 
capable  of  motion  :  fuddenly  the  eyes  of  the; 
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Armenian  were  inflamed  with  rage,  his  beard 
was  covered  with  foam  ;  he  gave  my  great¬ 
grandmother  a  blow,  which  overturned  us 
both,  without  feparating  us. 

My  eyes  were  open  for  a  moment  to  our 
difalter.  My  gTeat-grandmother  was  trans¬ 
formed  into  an  ofier  balket,  long  enough  for 
me  to  be  ftretched  out  in  it ;  her  legs  and 
arms  formed  the  cords  by  which  I  way  kept  in 
it ;  and  her  firing  of  beads  reprefented  the  two 
handles.  Our  executioner  gave  the  balket  a 
blow  with  his  foot,  fufficient  to  have  fet  a 
mountain  a  rolling.  We  went  through  the 
air,  and  did  not  leave  this  element  till  we  were 
hurled  into  the  fatal  fountain. 

My  whole  body  was  bruifed  by  the  dreadful 
blow  I  received  in  falling;  but  the  ufe  of  my 
faculties  was  preferved,  that  l  might  fee  my 
poor  great-grandmother  all  bloody,  and  hang¬ 
ing  on  a  tree,,  to  ferve  as  food  for  the  crows. 
I  immediately  fell  into  a  fwoon.  I  believe,  my 
dear  companions  in  misfortune,  that  an  exa£b 
account  of  thofe  fufferings  which  this  monller 
caufed  me  endure  would  only  add  to  your 
own  mifery.  After  bringing  me  hither,  he 
left  me  for,  three  weeks,  in  a  Situation  betwixt 
.  life  and  death,  and  fubjeft  to  the  moll  excrur 
ciating  tortures,  from  the  fra£lures  and  bruifes 
which  he  had  occafioned  in  every  part  of  my 
body.  I  remained  in  appearance  without  feel¬ 
ing  *, 


% 

* 

ARABIAN  TALES.  33 1 

iag ;  I  could  neither  fpeak,  nor  make  the 
finalleft  fignificant  gefture.  He  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  fituation  to  endeavour  to  per- 
fuade  me  that  he  was  my  real  father,  and  that 
he  had  only  taken  me  away  from  people  hurt¬ 
ful  to  my  real  interefts,  who  had  given  me  fa 
bad  an  education,  and  inftilled  into  my  mind 
fuch  falfe  principles in  fhort,  he  wifhed  ta 
perfuade  me  that  it  was  become  neceffary  to 
wound  and  bruife  me,  in  order  to  give  me  A 
new  fhape.  All  thefe  difcourfes  he  held  in 
an  unconne&ed  manner,  as  if  he  had  been 
talking  to  himfelf ;  and  he  failed  not  to  inter¬ 
mingle  with  them  mournful  complaints,  con¬ 
cerning  the  dreadful  fituation  in  which  he  faw 
me.  Befides,  he  watched  me  day  and  night, 
dreffed  my  wounds,  and  took  care  of  me  with 
the  appearance  of  the  greatefl  affe&ion : 
but  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to  be  deceived  by 
him,  for  the  misfortune  of  my  poor  great¬ 
grandmother  had  made  me  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  monfter’s  character. 

From  the  different  hiflories  which  I  have 
now  heard,  I  am  fenfible  that  my  education 
was  very  much  negledfed.  ,  In  this  refpeft,  I 
am  under  fome  kind  of  obligation  to  him.  A 
natural  obflinacy  of  difpofition,  which  had 
not  been  fubdued,  would  never  allow  me  to 
depart  from  thofe  opinions  which  I  had  once 
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embraced  ;  and  I  was  in  like  manner  the  Have 
of  my  paflions. 

It  is  now  eafy  for  you  to  fuppofe  in  what 
manner  I  anfwered  all  the  cavils  and  attentions 
of  my  pretended  father,  when  he  reftored  me: 
to  life,  after  having  tired  me  by  a  feries  of  ill 
treatment,  of  which,  though  charitable  in  ap¬ 
pearance,  every  ftep  was  more  painful  than  an¬ 
other.  In  every  cafe,  it  became  impoflible  for* 
him  to  overcome  me  :  whei^ie  carefled  me  I 
treated  him  with  fournefs  and  contempt ; 
when  he  punilhed  me,  I  became  incapable  of 
feeling,  from  having  beenexpofed  to  too  great 
fuffering.  He  wiflied  tocaufe  me  labour;  but. 

I  would  do  nothing:  "  What  need  have  I  to 
learn  calculations,”  would  I  Tay  ;  <c  I  am  the 
Con  of  a  king,  and  others  will  calculate  for 
me.”  He  gave  me  a  blow  «  Give  me  a. 
more  fevere  one  ;  treat  me  as  you  did  my  greats 
grandmother  ;  don’t  you  remember  her  ?  was  « 
not  you  her  pilgrim  ?”  He  had  undoubtedly, 
taken  his  refolution  with  regard  to  me,  for  he  • 
anfwered  without  hefitation  5  “  you  do  your- 
felf  juftice;  you  are  not  better,  than  fhe  was,, 
and  you  fhall  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner.’* 
Saying  this,  he  gave  me  another  blow,  at- 
whichl  fainted,  and  he  took  advantage  of  my- 
Situation  to  drag,  me  into  his  abominable 
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It  is  impolfible  for  me,  as  well  as  for  you, 
princes,  to  afcertain  the  time  I  continued 
there  :  but  as  I  had  no  beard  when  I  went 
there,  and  I  awaked  with  a  pretty  long  one, 
my  deep  cannot  have  been  very  fhort.  I  find  ' 
that  it  has,  in  no  refpeCl,  affe&ed  my  faculties. 
My  memory  recalls  only  the  ideas  of  my  in¬ 
fancy  ;  but  my  underitanding  has  ceafed  to 
confider  them  as  a  child  would  do. 

Not  a  fingle  fa^  has  been  related  by  you 
which  has  not  excited  in  me  fome  reflection ; 
and  I  have  learned  more  from  you  in  the  fpace 
of  two  hours,  than  I  did  in  the  fix  years  which 
I  may  have  fpent  in  this  place.  I  perceive 
wherein  all  our  parents  have  erred  ;  and  after 
my  example,  you  may  explain  their  condu&,  as 
I  am  going  to  do  that  of  my  great-grandmother. 
She  was  transformed  into  a  balket  of  ofier,  I 
was  placed  within  it,  her  arms  and  legs  ferved 
as  bands,  and  her  firing  of  beads  conftituted 
the  handles  of  the  balket.  At  the  fight  of  this 
image,  it  is  evident  to  me  that  my  great¬ 
grandmother  delivered  me  bound  head  and 
feet  to  Maugraby,  and  that  the  firing  of  beads 
was  the  means  thereof.  The  good  woman 
muttered  fome  words  and  exprelfions.  It  is  not 
wholly  in  fpeaking ;  from  what  I  have  obfer- 
ved,  there  is  nothing  fo  dangerous  as  to  make 
figtis  and  pronounce  words,  without  knowing 
what  is  laid  or  done. 


As 
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As  to  the  red,  princes,  a  common  calamity 
has  brought  us  together :  but  after  what  Hea¬ 
ven  has  done  for  us,  we  ought  to  be  confident 
that  it  will  deliver  us  from  the  hands  of  our 
tyrant,  though  he  (hould  initantly  appear  arm¬ 
ed  with  all  the -powers  which  are  under  his 
command,  provided  we  all  fix  oppofe,  in 
the  name  of  Mahomet,  what  he  fhould  with 
to  do.  I  hope  that  we  would  fee  him  again 
much  abaflied  j  but  we  would  neither  be  re¬ 
venged,  nor  reftored  to  our  friends,  after 
which  we  ought  all  to  afpire.  The  prince 
Habid-il-Rouman  has  told  us  that  a  hara, 
chained  by  the  foot,  perfuaded  him  to  fly  to 
our  afliftanee.  "We  muft  haften  to  give  relief 
to  this  beneficent  counfellor,  from  whom  we 
may  get  fome  information,  and  who  will 
undoubtedly  join  with  us  againft  our  common 
enemy. 

The  advice  of  the  prince  of  Damas  was 
chearfully  followed  by  Habid-ibRouman  and 
the  other  princes.  They  went  to  Maugraby’s 
apartment,  entered  the  great  aviary,  and 
came  round  to  the  hara,  who  clapped  its  wings 
when  it  beheld  them.  They  wilhed  to  free  it 
from  its  chains ;  u  that  is  impoflible  for  you,’* 
faid  the  generous  bird,  now  become  patient 
under  misfortune,”  1  can  fupport  my  condition 
provided  you  will  take  me  from  this  difagree- 
able  prifon.  Carry  me  away  on  my  {lick,  and 

let 
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let  us  all  go  and  place  ourfelves  in  a  more  con¬ 
venient  fituation,  where  I  may  communicate 
to  you  my  tale  of  woe,  and  thereby  point  out 
the  fure  means  of  taking  advantage  of  our  ty¬ 
rant’s  abfence,  to  remove  the  dangers  with 
which  we  are  threatened.” 

The  fix  princes  carried  the  hara  with  them, 
and  returned  to  the  hall  of  the  fountains. — 
They  there  fat  down  oppofite  to  the  bird,  who 
refumed  its  difcourfe,  and  thus  began  the  re¬ 
cital  of  its  adventures  : 


Hi/lory  of  the  Amours  of  Maugraby  with  Sifer 
of  the  Planets  J,  daughter  of  the  King  of 
Egypt. 

I  am  a  woman,  and  I  was  born  a  princefs. 
My  father  was  the  fovereign  of  the  powerful 
kingdom  of  Egypt.  He  governed  with  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs,  but  was  fo  devoted  to  the 
idol  Baal,  that  he  exhaufted  his  treafure  in 
erecting  to  him,  within  his  own  palace,  a 
temple,  the  magnificence  of  which  was  alto¬ 
gether  unrivalled  upon  earth.  The  coloflal 
ftatue  of  this  pretended  divinity  was  of  folid 
gold,  adorned  with  precious  (tones  of  incf- 
timablc  value  ;  and  two  carbuncles  fet  in  dia¬ 
monds  conftituted  its  eyes.  The  altar  of  Baal 

1  Sifter  of  the  planets :  in  Arabic,  Auheta-il-Kaauiib. 
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was  daily  ftained  with  the  blood  of  new  facri- 
fices. 

I  was  the  only  furviving  child  of  my  father  j 
at  the  age  of  nine  years,  I  at  once  loft  my  mo¬ 
ther  and  my  governefs.  The  latter,  whoTwas 
born  a  Mahometan,  and  greatly  attached,  in 
her  heart,  to  the  religion  of  the  Prophet,  had 
endeavoured  in  private  to  acquaint  me  with  its 
beauties,  and  make  me  relilh  its  precepts. 
When  fhe  felt  her  end  draw  near,  “  My  dear 
child,”  faid  fhe  to  me,  “  with  great  regret  do 
I  now  leave  you  expofed  to  be  drawn  away  to 
all  the  abominations  of  idolatry.  Accept  from 
me  this  book  ;  conceal  it  as  carefully  as  I  have 
done,  and  when  memory  recalls  me  to  your 
thoughts  read  a  chapter  of  it ;  but  take  care 
that  you  are  not  obferved.”  I  received  the 
Alcoran  from  her  hands,  and  went  to  put  it  in 
a  cheft  of  which  I  alone  had  the  key :  but  un¬ 
happily  my  curiofity  in  fearch  of  the  truths 
contained  in  this  book  was  very  foon  extin- 
guiihed. 

My  governefs  was  foon  replaced  by  a  Per- 
fian  Have,  who  pofiefled  every  natural  and  ac¬ 
quired  advantage,  and  whom  my  father  had 
purchafed  a  (hort  time  before  ;  the  employed 
the  mod  extraordinary  attention  and  pains  to 
gain  my  affe&ion,  and  to  promote  my  know¬ 
ledge.  She  had  made  me  at  twelve  years  of 
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age,  what  is  called  a  prodigy  among  perfons  of 
my  own  fex,  in  every  kind  of  inftru&ion  of 
■which  at  that  period  of  life  they  are  fufceptible. 
Nothing  could  have  been  more  fortunate  for  me 
if  {he  had  (topped  there  ;  but  (lie  excited  in  me 
a  curiolity  for  what  is  called  geomancy,  and 
ufed  infinite  addrefs  to  infpire  me  with  a  de¬ 
cided  liking  for  this  dangerous  fcience. 

I  was  fubje£t  to  diftrefling  dreams,  and  com¬ 
plained  of  them  to  her,  who  propofed  to  deli¬ 
ver  me  from  them  without  ufing  any  remedy. 
tf  You  will  dream,”  faid  lire,  u  as  agreeably  as 
you  have  a  mind,  by  employing  the  fimplefl: 
means.  You  will  compofe  a  nofegay  *;  for 
example,  you  will  afifort  different  flowers  which 
I  (hail  mention  to  you,  and  of  which  I  (hail 
{hew  you  the  meaning.  You  will  place  them 
as  I  will  teach  you,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  one 
flower  placed  under  another  (hall  be  fo  arran¬ 
ged  as  to  continue  there  as  if  fubjecled  to  its 
power.  In  the  evening  you  will  carry  your 
nofegay  to  the  feet  of  the  idol  of  Baal,  by  the 
door  of  your  apartment  which  communicates 
with  the  temple.  I  will  accompany  you  thi¬ 
ther,  and  will  provide  incenfe  for  the  divinity. 
I  will  teach  you  two  words  to  pronounce 
aloud,  which  will  ferve  you  inltead  of  a  prayer; 

*  This  fimbolical  manner  of  exprefling  one’s  thoughts  by 
flowers  is  very  much  ufed  in  fome  parts  of  Alia. 
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they  will  be  heard,  and  your  requeft  will  be 
granted.  You  will  return,  bringing  your  nofe- 
gay  along  with  you,  to  your  apartment ;  you 
will  put  it  under  your  pillow,  and  inflead  of 
difagreeable  ideas,  your  dreams  will  be  highly 
pleafant  and  delightful.  You  will  be  greatly 
aftonifhed,  princcfs,  when  in  the  morning  I 
fhall  tell  you  every  thing  you  {hall  have  dreamt: 
but  in  this  there  is  nothing  wonderful,  except 
the  goodnefs  and  power  of  the  god  who  (hall 
have  enabled  you  to  fee  or  hear  whatever  was 
written  on  the  nofegay.  When  we  have  made 
the  firft  trial,  I  will  teach  you  the  way  of  ex¬ 
prefling  your  thoughts  by  the  arrangement  of 
flowers,  as  well  as  you  could  do  by  writing. 
They  are  charming  chara&ers  to  employ,  and 
at  the  fame  time,  they  are  a  very  agreeable 
amufement.  In  Perfia,  if  we  have  a  lover,  we 
drop  a  nofegay' from  a  window,  and  by  its  com- 
pofition  make  him  acquainted  with  the  fenti- 
ments  of  our  mind.  The  Perfian  Have,  by 
communicating  to  me  her  fecret,  difFufed  the 
poifon  in  my  heart :  I  wifhed  immediately  to 
make  a  trial  of  the  nofegay,  and  I  met  with 
all  imaginable  fuccefs.  Next  morning  my  go- 
vernefs  came  and  found  me  in  bed,  greatly  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  pleafant  night  I  had  fpent. 
She  put  her  hand  under  my  pillow,  pulled  out 
the  nofegay  I  had  placed  there,  appeared  to 
ftudy  it,  and  having  done  what  was  necefiary 
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to  comprehend  its  meaning,  thus  explained  to 
me  my  dream.  “  You  were  in  one  of  the  moll 
delicious  places  in  the  environs  of  Mafler,  upon 
the  borders  of  the  great  canal.  Y ou  were  feat- 
ed  on  a  green  bank  covered  with  flowers,  and 
looked  with  pleafure  at  the  boats  as  they  pafled 
and  repafled  upon  the  canal.  Near  you  was  a 
pear  tree  loaded  with  the  fineft  fruit,  the  rich 
branches  of  which  bended  towards  you  :  you 
plucked  fome  of  the  fruit  and  found  it  excel¬ 
lent.  Oppofite  to  you  was  a  large  bee-hive  : 
fwarms  of  bees  came  from  it  and  rofe  into  the 
air,  which  they  made  refound  with  their  hum¬ 
ming  :  a  dreadful  combat  at  length  arofe 
among  them,  with  which  you  were  greatly  di- 
v  erted,  and  when  it  was  finifhed  you  awoke.** 

It  may  eafily  be  fuppofed  with  what  plea¬ 
fure  I  heard  my  dream  and  all  its  circumftan- 
ces  thus  repeated.  From  this  moment,  I  be¬ 
came,  fo  to  fpeak,  the  fervant  of  my  own  Have* 
I  eagerly  devoured  whatever  Ihe  endeavoured 
to  teach  me,  and  under  pretence  of  improving 
my  fkill  in  geomancy,  I  became,  by  her  means* 
a  moft  powerful  magician  ;  and  was  even  able 
t  o  explain  with  eafe  all  fuch  books  as  we  find 
i  n  this  place,  and  to  perform  every  operation 
which  is  pointed  out  in  them.  But,  in  parti¬ 
cular,  I  employed  a  part  of  the  day  in  compof- 
ing  with  great  care  the  nofegay  which  was  to 
procure  me  an  agreeable  night.  Alas !  how 
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dear  have  I  paid  for  my  enjoyment  f  I  allowed 
myfelf  to  be  drawn  on  from  one  error  to  ano¬ 
ther,  placed  entire  confidence  in  my  dangerous 
governefs,  and  lent  my  heart  as  well  as  my  ear 
fo  the  (lories  which  (he  related.  I  was  infa¬ 
tuated  with  the  idea  of  thofe  male  genies  whole 
adventures  (he  related  :  I  even  indulged  the 
extravagant  curiofity  of  fo  arranging  the  flow¬ 
ers  in  one  of  my  nofegays  as  to  bring  one  of 
them  to  me,  and  carried  the  fatal  compofltion 
to  the  foot  of  the  idol. 

I  cannot  defcribe  the  deception  produced  by' 
this  dangerous  imprudence  :  My  fenfes  were 
quite  ravilhed  with  it.  Among  the  obje&s 
which  it  prefented  to  my  view,  that  which 
wholly  overcame  me  was,  the  fight  of  a  being 
whom  I  would  have  taken  for  a  man,  had  not 
his  body  appeared  wholly  illuminated.  He 
fell  at  my  feet,  and  prefented  me  with  a  nofe- 
gay  on  which  were  exprefled  the  mod  tender 
fentiments  of  love.  I  deranged  the  flowers 
which  I  had  received,  to  try  to  give  an  anfwer; 
but  in  a  moment  they  combined  of  their  own 
accord,  fo  as  even  to  improve  upon  the  flat¬ 
tering  and  affedling  things  which  had  produced 
fuch  an  effe<fl  on  my  heart. 

I  awoke  deeply  enamoured  of  the  fantaftical 
obje£l  whom  at  the  feet  of  Baal  I  de  fired  to  be 
fent  to  me  *,  and  my  thoughts  were  wholly  oc¬ 
cupied  about  him  for  fome  days.  I  was  think- 
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ing  of  drawing  his  attention  to  me  by  a  new  ' 
arrangement  of  flowers,  when,  one  night,  hav¬ 
ing  been  obliged  to  go  to  bed  without  a  nofe- 
gay,  I  was  terrified  by  a  dream,  which  in  no 
iefpe&  refembled  any  of  thofe  I  had  pro¬ 
cured  for  myfelf.  My  former  governefs  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  in  a  vifion,  {he  took  all  the  books 
to  which  the  Perfian  Have  had  directed  my  at¬ 
tention,  and,  before  my  eyes,  threw  them  into  a 
pit  from  which  iflued  a  devouring  flame.  She 
led  me  to  my  cheft,  and  forced  me  to  take  from 
it  the  Alcoran.  When  I  call  my  eyes  upon 
the  book,  I  could  not  read  the  firft  line  of  it 
and  my  ancient  governefs  feemed  to  raife  her 
eyes  to  heaven,  and  exclaimed  i  (tO  God  !  my 
daughter,  you  are  ruined  and  undone  !  you 
have  fubje&ed  yourfelf  to  the  flavery  of  Baal.”' 

The  Perfian  Have  entered  and  found  me 
much  agitated,  and  in  a  great  perfpiration  :  I 
communicated  to  her  my  vifion  j  and  ihe  burfl: 
into  laughter.  “  O  my  dear  princefs  !  faid  fhe,. 
C(  this  is  a  trick  of  Nakaronkir,  one  of  the 
word  genies  in  the  creation,  one  of  the  vileffc 
flaves  of  this  Mahomet,  who,  to  convert  the 
world  to  his  religion,  has  ravaged  the  half  of 
it  with  the  fword.  Whenj  princefs,  we  en¬ 
deavour,  by  means  of  the  profound  fciences,. 
and  with  the  aid  of  mediating  lpirits,  to  ele- 
vato  ourfelves  to  the  higher  ipheres,  we  are 
thea  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  this  demon 
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Mahomet  and  his  Nakaronkir,  who  attempt  to. 
terrify  us  with  dreams,  and  to  turn  us  afide 
from  the  good  path  which  they  themfelves  have 
not  followed.  I  am  going  to  compofe  a  nofe- 
gayand  a  perfume,  which  will  place  you  beyond 
the  reach  of  their  temptations  :  and  as  you  tell 
me  you  have  an  Alcorap,  by  burning  it  at  the 
feet  of  the  image  of  Baal,  we  will  need  no  other 
aromatics.” 

I  was  completely  blinded  by  my  dangerous 
governefs,  and  let  her  compofe  the  nofegay* 
without  ftudying  in  the  leaft  to  comprehend  its 
meaning.  I  delivered  the  Alcoran  to  her  with¬ 
out  even  opening  it  vand  we  went  together  to 
the  temple.  As  foon  as  I  entered  it  I  was 
feized  with  a  {hivering,  which  1  imputed  to  the 
coldnefs  of  the  place.  We  placed  our  flowers 
at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  and  my  impious  mif- 
trefs  caufjd  me  throw  the  Mahometan  book  of 
faith  into  the  flames  of  a  burning  pan.  “  Curfe 
Mahomet  together  with  me,”  faid  {he  ;  “  curfe 
his  impious  fe£t,  and  wilh  that  it  may  vanifh 
into  fmcke  like  the  extravagant  book  wherein 
his  wild  fancies  and  notions  are  contained.”* 
While  the  book  was  burning,  it  diflufed  a  very 
agreeable  fmell.  (<  Obferve,”  faid  the  auda- 
'  cious  Perfian,  (<  how  grateful  a  perfume  we 
.  cftcr  up  to  Baal.”  When  the  vapour  began  to 
rife  as  high  as  the  head  of  the  idol  the  ground 
fuddenly  fliook  under  our  feet.  "■  Let  us  pre- 
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fume  in  the  entire  fuccefs  of  our  facrifice,” 
faid  the  woman,  with  a  chearful  air,  by  whom 
I  allowed  myfelf  to  be  deceived }  “  when  a  god 
gives  the  nod  of  approbation,  the  univerfe  is 
(haken.  Let  us  go  out,  my  dear  princefs, 
our  viftory  is  certain.” 

My  blind  Cubmilfion  to  every  opinion  of  this 
woman  prevented  me  from  feeing  the  forced 
interpretation  which  (he  put  upon  the  events 
we  had  juft  witneffed.  I  afterwards  recolle&ed 
a  circumftance  of  which  I  did  not  take  notice  at 
the  time,  namely,  that,  when  I  took  up  my  nofe- 
gay,  it  had  loft  its  frelhnefs.  When  I  return¬ 
ed  into  my  apartment,  I.  quickly  went  to  pui 
it  under  my  bed  pillow,  where  it  procured  me, 
at  night,  the  vifion  by  which  I  was  wholly  to 
be  led  aftray.. 

As  foon  as  fleep  had  weighed  down  my 
eye-lids,  I  faw  a  tall  man,  feated  on  a  kind  of 
throne  \  his  head  was  covered  with  a  huge 
turban  of  white  muflin ;  his  one  hand  leaned 
on  a  quantity  of  books  heaped  up  in  a  pile, 
and  the  other  refted  upon  a  collection  of  naked 
and  bloody  fabres ;  by  his  fide  there  was. a 
mule  tied  to  a  ftake,  and  men  dreffed,  every 
one  differently  from  another,  came  to  bow  the 
knee,  and  worlhip  before  him.  To  each  of 
them  he  delivered  a  book  and  afabre,and  difmif- 
fed  them  with  a  ferocious  air,  fignifying  to 
them,  by  his  geltures,  that  he  fent  them  to 
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kill  and  deftroy.  The  word  Alcoran  was 
written  on  the  back  of  the  books.  This  fcene 
appeared  to  me  as  if  involved  in  a  mill. 

Suddenly  there  arofe  a  bright  light,  which 
appeared  to  be  produced  by  a  luminous  obje£b 
defcending  from  the  eaft.  I  recognized  it  to 
be  the  genie  who  had  formerly  appeared  to  me 
in  a  dream.  At  the  light  of  him,  the  perfon 
who  fat  upon  the  throne  appeared  to  be  much 
troubled,  and  arofe  with  great  precipitation. 
His  turban  fell  down,  and  difcovered  his  head, 
which  was  entirely  bald.  He  untied  his  mule* 
that  he  might  mount  her,  and  efcape  :  owing 
to  the  confulion  he  was  in,  he  fat  down  with 
his  head  turned  towards  the  tail,  and  ftruck 
the  lean  flanks  of  his  fteed  with  his  heels  ;  he 
did  not,  however,  efcape  fo  fall,1  but  that  a 
black  Have,  who  purfued  him,  fpit  in  his  face* 
The  cries  of  mockery  and  derifion,  which  I 
heard  raifed  on  all  fides,  awaked  me  from 
fleep,  and  continued  to  refound  in  my  ears,, 
even  after  I  was  completely  awake* 

Notwithftanding  the  furprife  occafioned  by 
this  noife,  I  almoft  inllantly  fell  afleep  again, 
and  was  lulled  by  new  vifions,  all  fitted  to 
pleafe  and  flatter  me.  I  recolle£l  only  one 
circumltance  perfectly,  namely,  that  my  chi¬ 
merical  lover,  after  having  prefented  me  a 
nofegay,  the  fmell  of  which  was  extremely 
agreeable  to  me*  fuddenly  mounted  a  kind  of 
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triumphal  car,  was  carried  up  into  the  air, 
and  difappeared.  But  he  did  not  carry  every 
thing  along  with  him  ;  for  in-  the  morning, 
when  I  fought  for  the  nofegay  of  the  preceding 
evening,  which  had  been  fo  carefully  placed 
under  my  pillow,  it  was  not  to  be  found,  and 
that  which  I  had  feen  in  my  dream  appeared 
in  jts  place.  We  have  too  important  events 
to  relate,  to  take  up  your  time  with  a  par¬ 
ticular  account  of  the  ftratagems  employed  by 
my-feducer.  He  embraced,  with  infinite  ad- 
drefs,  every  means  of  leading  my  judgement 
ailray,  of  throwing  my  mind  into  perturbation, 
and  of  taking  pofieflion  of  my  foul,  waiting 
till  fome  event  (which  foon  happened)  fhould 
force  me  to  devote  to  him  both  my  perfon 
and  liberty. 

The  King,  my  father,  having  no  other 
child,  wilhed  to  give  me  a  hufband  capable  of 
reigning  over  Egypt.  He  had  in  view,  one  of 
my  coufins,  a  man  of  mature  age,  and  highly 
efteemed  by  all  the  Egyptians  on  account  of 
his  valour,  his  application  to  bufinefs,  and  the 
propriety  of  his  conduft  ;  and  in  marrying  me 
to  him,  he  intended  to  entruft  to  him  the 
whole  care  of  adjniniftration. 

The  character  of  my  coufin,  who  was  too 
grave,  had  procured  him  my  efteem,  but  it 
had  always  prevented  me  from  entertaining 
any  other  fentiments  for  him.  His  figure, 
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though  it  difplayed  grandeur  and  dignity, 
and  filled  me  with  awe  and  refpeft,  yet  it 
could  not  gain  my  affe&ion ;  and  in  the  fitu- 
ation  to  which  I  was  reduced  by  my  dangerous 
vifions,  I  would  have  refufcd  my  hand  to  the 
faireft  prince  upon  earth.  I  learned,  how¬ 
ever,  that  my  marriage  with  my  coufin  was 
refolved  upon ;  and,  bathed  in  tears,  I  went 
to  throw  myfelf  into  the  arms  of  my  gover- 
nefs. 

The  Perfian  readily  gave  me  confolation. 
u  It  is  impoflible,  princefs,”  faid  fhe,  that 
you  who  are  fo  learned,  fo  highly  favoured  by 
fpiritual  beings,  and  fo  peculiarly  protected 
by  the  god  Baal,  fhould  be  difpofed  of  like  an 
ordinary  woman.  I  {hall  do  my  endavour  to 
be  better  acquainted  with  the  celeftial  lover 
who  is  attached  to  you.  I  will  penetrate  into 
his  views  with  regard  to  you,  and  perhaps  I 
fhall  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  crown  of 
Egypt  is  far  below  your  notice.  We  will 
compofe  a  nofegay  together, **  continued  (he, 
“  and  carry  it  to  the  feet  of  the  image  of 
Baal :  I  will  place  it  under  my  pillow,  and  it 
will  attract  your  lover  to  me  ;  I  will  perhaps 
learn  from  him  many  thing  concerning  which 
h  e  purity  of  his  intentions,  and  the  delicacy 
of  his  love,  will  not  permit  him  to  explain  him- 
felf  freely  to  you.” 
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I  went  blindly  into  this  new  fnare,  and  next 
day  my  goverrtefs  came  to  me,  with  her  heart 
apparently  fo  full  of  happinefs  that  {he  could 
not  contain  it.  She  fat  down  at  the  foot  of 
my  bed':  “  O!  lift#n !  liflen !”  faid  {he, 
“  there  will  not  be  a  woman  upon  earth  fo 
happy,  powerful,  and  great  as  you.  No, 
princefs,  though  I  prefumed  much  upon  your 
charms,  your  talents,  and  your  virtues,  I  ne¬ 
ver  could  flatter  myfelf  that  they  would  pro¬ 
cure  you  the  attachment  of  the  molt  favoured 
being  under  heaven.  Could  we  have  believed, 
my  dear  pupil,  that  the  great  Maugraby,  fon 
of  the  celeltial  Yandar,  who  was  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Kokopilefob,  the  fovereign  ruler 
of  all  the  genies  who  govern  the  earth,  would 
have  conceived  for  you  the  livelieft  and  fin- 
cereft  affection  !  When,  by  your  nofegays  and 
perfumes,  you  endeavoured  to  draw  to  you  a 
fpirit  of  celellial  origin,  this  one,  who  par¬ 
takes  at  once  of  the  power  of  beings  difen-r 
gaged  from  matter,  and  of  that  which  may  be 
acquired  by  man,  has  folicited,  at  the  feet  of 
Baal,  the  happinefs  of  having  it  in  his  power 
to  appear  to  you.  He  burned  with  love  for 
you,  before  you  could  be  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
acquainted  with  him  ;  and  if  you  giveyourfelf 
entirely  to  him,  he  will,  in  return,  be  wholly 
y  our’s. 

M  Your  nuptials'with  your  coufin  are  prepar¬ 
ing, 
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ing,  and  they  are  to  be  celebrated  on  the  al¬ 
tar  which  is  at  the  feet  of  the  ftatute  of  Baal. 
According  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  you 
will  be  conduced  to  the  high-prieft  by  two  of 
the  princefles  your  aunts,  and  attended  by 
young  perfons  of  your  own  fex,  who  have  not 
yet  fubmitted  to  the  yoke  of  matrimony.  You 
will  come  adorned  with  a  crown  of  flowers, 
which  I  intend  to  compofe.  He  who  is  de- 
figned  to  be  your  hufband  will  come  at  the  head 
•  of  a  retinue,  compofed  of  the  molt  beautiful 
'youths  of  the  court.  But  before  he  {hall  have 
approached  you,  your  lover  will  appear,  and  loof- 
ing  a  garland  with  which  he  will  be  bound, 
will  prefent  it  to  you  :  you  will  accept  it,  and 
give  him  your  crown  in  return.  The  garland 
which  will  be  delivered  to  you  will  exprefs 
that  Maugraby  binds  himfelf  to  you  by  indif- 
foluble  ties  ;  and  the  crown  will  give  the  fame 
aflurance  on  your  part.  Baal  himfelf  will 
confirm  your  union ;  you  will  both  difappear 
from  the  fight  of  the  aflembly,  and  foon  after 
we  will  meet  again  in  that  delightful  abode 
where  you  are  expe& ed.’’ 

Having  heard  the  Perfian  flave  talk  of  en¬ 
chantments  from  evening  to  morning,  and  be¬ 
ing  already  rendered  familiar,  by  the  little  won¬ 
ders  which  we  had  wrought  together,  with 
whatever  was  miraculous  in  my  carrying  away# 

I  doubted  neither  the  poflibility  nor  even  the 
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fuccefs,  of  what  was  propofed  to  me.  While 
every  preparation  was  making  for  celebrating 
my  nuptials  with  fplendour  and  folemnity,  I 
was  likewife  making  on  my  part,  my  little  pre- 
parations,  and  I  exerted  my  whole  (kill  in  af- 
fifting  to  compofe  that  fatal  fymbolical  crown, 
by  which  I  abandoned  myfelf  without  referve 
to  my  cruel  ravifher. 

When  the  moment  arrived  when  I  was  to 
appear  at  the  feet  of  the  idol  of  Baal,  to  take 
upon  me  my  laft  vows,  Maugraby  fuddenly 
appeared  before  me.  We  exchanged  our  flow¬ 
ers  ;  and  the  garland  which  I  received  raifed 
me  from  the  earth  more  eaflly  than  the  chaff 
is  raifed  by  the  wind.  I  was  tranfported  in  a 
chariot  all  fparkling  with  azure,  gold,  and  ru¬ 
bies.  My  ravifher,  more  brilliant  than  the 
ftarof  morning,  was  placed  by  my  fide;  and  fix 
horfes,  which  appeared  to  be  of  fire,  and  which 
were  conduced  by  the  Perfian  Have,  equipped 
by  the  power  of  fome  charm,  with  large  white 
wings,  carried  us  with  great  rapidity  to  the' 
foot  of  that  mountain  to  which  all  whom  we 
fee  here  have  been  conduced.  The  chariot, 
luminous  of  itfelf,  tranfported  me  to  this 
palace,  diffufing,  in  my  fubterraneous  journey, 
a  fplendour  which  feemed  to  rival  that  of  the 
day. 

I  was  conduced  to  an  apartment  which, 
although  I  was  accuflomed  to  the  fplendour 
Vol.  IV.  G  g  of 


ARABIAN  TALE?. 


$5° 

©f  my  father’s  palace,  dazzled  my  eyes  with  its 
jnagnificence.  As  the  doors  and  windows  have 
remained  built  up  fince  I  was  taken  from  it,  I 
do  not  fuppofe  you  have  feen  it,  though  there 
was  formerly  a  communication  betwixt  it  and 
the  aviary  in  which.you  found  me. 

A  magnificent  repaft  was  prepared  for  :me, 
and  the  hulband  I  had  chofen  feated  .me  upon 
a  fopha  of  furprifing  richnefs,  under  a. canopy 
fo  brilliant,  that  I  was  dazzled  with  behold¬ 
ing  it.  I  perceived  we  were  alone  :  tf  Only  de- 
fire  it,”  faid  the  enchanter,  &  and  you  (hall  be 
ferved  by  invifible  hands.  Be  not  afraid  of 
the  folitude  .you  are  in  j  and  above  all,  my 
dear  fifter  of  the  planets,  do  not  confider  that 
as  a  folitude  where  I  am,  and  where  you  are 
become. the  whole  univeife  to  me.” 

.I  will  not  here  repeat,  princes,  all  the  dif- 
courfes  of  this  cunning  and  artful  knave,  with 
which  your  misfortunes  have  made  you  ac¬ 
quainted,  and  which  he  employed  to  continue 
the  illufion  into  which  he  had  brought  me. 
But  as  he  had  at  firft  feduced  me  with  flowers, 
fo  he  continued  to  fow  them  before  me.  As  I 
was  talking  with  him,  I  happened  to  fay  that 
J  was  fond  of  mufic ;  and  immediately  my  ears 
were  faluted  with  a  delightful  fymphony,  which 
appeared  to  come  from  a  neighbouring  apart¬ 
ment.  The  voices  of  men  and  women  foon 
joined  in  it,  and  formed  a  concert  fuperior  to 
*  '  ev.ery 
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every  thing  I  had  till  then  heard.  The  perfort 
who  procured  for  me  this  amufement  appeared  ' 
greatly  tranfported  to  find  that  I  took  pleafure 
in  it.  From  time  to  time,  in  order  to  vary  it, 

I  perceived  that  he  put  upon  his  finger  a  fmall 
wand  which  turned  with  great  quicknefs,  with¬ 
out  being  touched.  Mine  was  in  my  robe, 
but  I  did  not  then  think  of  contending  with 
him  in  fkill.  • 

He  entertained  me  with  thefe  amufements, 
till  the  moment  when  we  were  to  afeend  the 
nuptial  bed.  He  gave  me  his  hand,  to  conduct 
me  thither ;  I  was  undrefled  without  almoft, 
feeling  the  invifible  hand  which  touched  me, 
and  the  curtain  was  drawn  upon  us; 

You  mult  not  expeCl,  princes,  that  I  fhould 
fpeak  to  you  of  the  tranfportsof  love,  and  ex- 
prelfions  of  afFeCtion  which  were  fhown  me 
by  a  monfter,  in  whom  there  is  nothing  real 
but  his  villany.  I  will  pafs  on  to  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  dream  (fuppofing  it  to  be  a  dream),' 
which  I  had  as  foon  as  deep  had  fliut  my  eye¬ 
lids.  I  found  myfelf  tranfported  into  a  palace 
of  fo  bold  and  aftonifhing  architecture,  that 
imagination  cannot  form  juft  conceptions  of 
it.  As  foon  as  I  advanced  to  enter  it,  a 
crowd  of  men,  richly  drefled,  and  in  fine  or¬ 
der,  came  to  meet  me,  and  to  exprefs,  by  the 
moft  fignificant  attitudes,  very  profound  re- 

fpeCt  to  me  and  my  hufband.  They  then  walked 
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before  usj  and  we  eroded  very  extenfive  a- 
partments,  where  men  and  women,  dill  more 
richly  dreded,  and  exceedingly  beautiful,  were 
fitting.  When  they  perceived  us,  they  rofe  up, 
and  bowed  down  till  we  had  palled  them. 

I  will  omit  dcfcribing  the  extraordinary 
magnificence  which  ltruck  my  eyes,  till  I  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  hall  of  the  throne,  whereon  was 
feated  a  being  in  human  form,  but  fo  refplen- 
dcnt,  that  the  eye  wa’s  hurt  with  looking  at 
him.  His  crown,  which  was  wholly  of  dia¬ 
monds,  diffufed  a  fplendour  which  outlhone 
even  that  of  his  countenance,  and  appeared  to 
enlighten  the  numerous  court  with  which  he 
was  furrounded.  I  raifed  my  eyes  to  the  roof 
of  the  hall,  and  obferved  that  it  was  compofed 
of  rainbows  j  the  arches  of  which  eroded  one 
another,  and  fpread  around  a  molt  brilliant 
and  dazzling  light. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
Maugraby  thus  addrclfed  me  :  “  This  is  not 
the  image  of  Baal,  it  is  Baal  himfelf :  bow  the 
knee  before  him.’’  Then  kneeling  himfelf, 
“  Mailer  of  the  world,”  faid  he,  “  thou  fove- 
reign  power,  who  reignelt  over  all  fpirits, 
here  is  the  wife  whom  thou  hall  given  me.” 
<(  Maugraby,”  anfwered  the  pretended  god 
Baal,  i(  you  are  my  Vizier  upon  earth,  and 
the  firll  of  my  fubje£ls.  I  wilh  your  fpoufe 
may  be  enabled  to  lhare  the  power  which  I 
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gratot  you  *,  but  your  union  muft  be  a  fubje£k 
of  rejoicing  to  all  my  court.  The  ceremonial 
being  fulfilled  with  regard  to  you,  it  only  re* 
mains  that  we  give  way  to  joy  at  feeing  you 
united  to  the  object  of  your  love.” 

At  thefe  words,  this  gracious  fovereign 
clapped  his  hands,  and  rofe  up.  Every  one 
followed  his  example,  and  the  men  and  wo¬ 
men  mingled  together,  left  the  hall  where  the 
throne  was  placed,  and  went  without  order  to 
the  ten  halls  which  preceded  it.  They  enter¬ 
ed  into  difcourfe  on  all  Tides,  and  indulged  in 
immoderate  fits  of  laughter.  My  hufband 
obferved  fome  aftonilhment  in  me,  and  faid, 
“  you  do  not  here  recognize  the  ferious  and 
grave  court  of  the  king  your  father.  To  reign 
upon  earth,  -it  is  neceflary  to  command  re- 
fpe& ;  but  our  almighty*  fovereign,  fuperidtr 
to  every  fear,  has  no  need  to  wrap  himfelf  up 
in  referve,  or  to  infpire  it  into  others.  The 
ties  by  which  his  fubje&s  are  attached  to  him 
are  joy  and  liberty  ;  but  we  are  going  to  fit 
down  to  table.” 

At  the  fame  time,  we  went  up  to  an  im- 
vmenfe  table,  which  was  immediately  covered. 
The  fovereign  was  feated  under  a  canopy  of 
.ftate,  at  his. own  table}  Maugraby  and  I 
were  placed  neareft  to  him.  the  one  on  -the 
right  hand,  and  the  other  on  the  left,  at  the 
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common  table.  I  had  never  feen  a  repaft  fo 
fumptuous  and  plentiful ;  and  it  was  continu¬ 
ally  renewed.  Every  body  feemed  to  devour 
it  with  greedinefs.  With  refpeft  to  me,  my 
curiofity  was  excited  by  the  fight  of  unknown 
difhes ;  but  it  appeared  to  me,  that  in  every 
thing,  the  eye  was  more  gratified  than  the 
tafte.  What  I  ate  feemed  to  diffipate  as  foon 
it  had  pafied  my  lips  *,  and  the  wine  excited  no 
more  fenfation,  nor  produced  any  more  effe<ft. 
1  gave  myfelf  up  to  that  intemperance  wherein 
I  faw  others  indulging,  and  my  attention  was 
diverted  only  by  fpeeches  which  had  no  rela¬ 
tion  to  one  another,  and  by  burfts  of  laughter 
of  which  I  could  not  comprehend  the  caufe. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  courfes  were  fo  often 
renewed,  that  I  could  not  reckon  them.  At 
Jaft,  they  became  wearied  with  fpeaking  with¬ 
out  faying  any  thing, and  with  laughing  without 
a  caufe.  I  was  very  uneafy,  and  while  I  imitated 
the  reft,  except  in  the  difcourfes  and  burfts  of 
laughter,  I  was  beginning  to  think  the  repaft 
too  long,  when  the  fovereign  afofe,  and  clapped 
with  his  hands,  and  every  one  followed  his 
example. 

The  hall  in  which  the  feaft  was  held  led  to 
an  iiVimenfe  gallery  prepared  for  dancing.  My 
attentive  and  polite  hufband  conduced  me 
thither,  and  there  the  laughers  behaved  like 
mad  people.  The  women,  as  I  thought,  were 
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guilty  of  {hocking  outrages  on  decency  ;  and, 
being  offended  at  it,  an  expreffion.of  difappro- 
batiori  efcaped  from  me.  “  Decency,”  re¬ 
plied  my  hufband,  Si  is.  a  law  made  to  keep 
under  inclinations  which  might  become  dange¬ 
rous  ;  here  it  would  be  an  ufelefs  reflraint.— 
You  fee  none  here  but  happy  fpoufes  like 
you  and  me ;  and  none  can  take  offence 
at  our  happinefs.  Here  we  enjoy  ourfelves 
without  remorfe,  becaufe  we  are  free  from 
all  anxiety,  for  ourfelves  and  for  others ;  and 
the  more  happinefs  we  behold;  our  own  in- 
cjeafes  in  proportion.  Befides  where  there 
can  be  no  vice  modelty  is  a  chimera.  Let 
you  mortals  render  yourfelves  unhappy  by  what  * 
you  call  decency  and  propriety;  but  let  us 
enjoy  ourfelves,  my  dear  ffer  of  the  planets. 
Come  and  dance  with  me,  that  you  may 

difplay  your  graces.” - “  I  feel  myfelf  fo 

heavy,”  anfwered  I,  «  that  I  can  fcarcely  drag 
myfelf  along ;  the  air  here  mult  not  be  good, 
for  I  feem  fuffocated  with  it.”  “  You  endured 
much  fatigue  yefterday,”  replied  he,  «  you 
made  a  long  journey,  and  this  may  have 
thrown  you  into  diforder  ;  come  let  us  return 
to  bed.”  1 

He  had  no  fooner  faid  thefe  words  than  I 
awaked  in  furprife,  and  found  myfelf  in  bed. 
My  hufband,  who  appeared  to  be  alleep,  was 
by  my  fide,  and  I  remained  without  moving, 
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but  making  many  refleXions  on  the  itrange* 
nature  of  my  fuppofed  dream. 

I  fhould  only  occafron  difguft  by  defcribing 
the  cares  and  attentions  employed  at  my  awak¬ 
ening  to  complete  my  feduXion,  and  the  dr- 
verfions  prepared  for  my  amufemenf.  I  will 
flop  to  mention  only  one  circumftance,  which 
enabled  me  to  make  an  obfervation  fufficient 
to  have  made  me  forefee  my  misfortune. 

We  all  know,  princes,  that  our  tyrant  has 
no  face,  and  confequently  no  expreflion  of 
features  peculiar  to  himfelf.  He  has  only  that 
of  the  prevailing  paflion  ;  •  fo  that  when  he  is  • 
in  anger,  fury,  rage,  and  revenge,  he  is  more 
terrible  and  abominable  than  the  paflions  thent- 
felves  ;  w1  in  he  does  a  criminal  aXion  guilt 
itfelf  feems  to  breathe  in  him.  With  refpeX : 
to  his  earthly  body,  it  is  long  ago  confumed 
by  age  *r  and  his  impure  foul  continually  pat- 
fes  from  one  phantom  of  his  own  creation  to 
another. .  % 

My  fuppofed  dream  had,  contrary  to  the 
intention  of  the  perfon  who  had  fhewn  me  all 
thefe  objeXs,  produced  on  me  a  very  difagree- 
able  effeX.  •  Educated  from  my  infancy  in  the 
profpeX  of  one  day  becoming  a  queen,  my 
views  were,  by  the  order  of  my  father,  di- 
reXed  to  that  high  dignity ;  and  principles 
were  infltilled  into  me  fuitable  to  my  ftation.-— 
X  was  (hocked- with  the  licentioufnefs  of  which 
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I  had  been  a  witnefs.  He  who  had  been 
fliewn  to  me  as  a  god,  appeared  to  me  to 
poffefs  nothing  but  the  external  part  of  his 
high  ftation.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  1  found 
myfelf  alone  in  my  bed,  I  put  my  hand  under 
my  pillow  to  fearch  for  the  extraordinary  nofe- 
gay,  which  had  procured  me  fo  extravagant 
a  vifion.  Not  finding  it,  I  imputed  the  vifion 
which  had  haraffed  me  to  the  diford er  of  my 
imagination ;  and  as  I  had  heard  it  obferved 
that  one  never  dreams  of  any  thing  about 
which  their  attention  is  not  too  much  occupr- 
!  ed,  I  intended  not  to  indulge  fuch  disordered 
fancies,  nor  to  reveal  my  dream  to  any  body. 

My  enchanter  came  in  the  morning,  and  alk- 
ed  me,  in  the  moft  affectionate  tone  of  voice, 
how  I  paffed  the  night.  “  Very  ill,”faid 
I  j  tf  I  have  been  tormented  with  difagreeable 
dreams.”  At  this  expreflion  his  countenance 
feemed  difcompoled  with  anger  ;  but  it  was 
only  momentary,  for  he  immediately  refumed 
his  ferenity.  “  It  is,”  faid  he,  almoft  inflantly, 
<(  the  effe£t  of  the  fatigue  you  underwent 
ycfterday.  Do  you  remember  what  difpleafed 
you  in  your  dreams  ?”  So  faying,  he  covered 
his  eyes  with  his  hand,  but  his  locks  continued 
fixed  upon  mine.  I  anfvvered  as  naturally  as  I 
could,  that  every  thing  had  appeared  to  me  in 
fuch  confufion  that  I  could  recoiled!  nothing, 
except  that  I  thought  I  had  eaten  and  drunk  a 
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much  fubje£l  to  dreaming,  and  it  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  aweaknefs  of  the  llomach.  Luck¬ 
ily  I  feel  none  of  that  at  prefent.” 

“  Repofe,”  anfwered  my  difguifed  tyrant1, 
“  a  walk,  and  good  nourilhment  will  foon  ena¬ 
ble  you  to  recover  from  this  diforder.  1  (hall 
fend  you  your  governcfs,  who  is  Hill  here.  I 
am  going  to  colle£l  the  prefents  which  I  intend 
to  bellow  upon  her  as  a  reward  for  the  inelti- 
mable  happinefs  which  Ihe  has  procured  forme ; 
while  I  am  doing  fo  you  may  enjoy  her  converfa- 
tionj  but  I  inform  you, before  hand,  that  I  mean 
to  fend  her  away.  We  are  under  obligations  to 
her ;  but  Ihe  is  a  magician,  and  every  power 
in  this  place  is  fuipe&ed  by  me,  except 
your’s  and  my  own  j  and  we  likewife  mull  al¬ 
ways  a£t  in  concert.” 

At  this  difcouife  I  only  call  down  my  eyes, 
without  fignifying  that  I  would  be  lorry  to  be 
deprived  of  my  confidant’s  company.  1  Hill 
was  paffionately  in  love  with  my  feducer,  and 
my  will  continued  to  be  enllaved  to  his.  The 
Perfian  Have  foon  came  and  fat  down  upon  my 
bed:  “  You  mull  rife,  queen,”  faid  ihe,  ft  and 
prevent  indifpolition,  by  breathing  the  good 
air  of  this  place.” — u  But  are  you  going  to 
leave  me  ?”  faid  I.  i(  Yes,”  replied  (lie,  “  pru¬ 
dence  requires  our  feparation  ;  but  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  for  ever.  My  heart  would  be 
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overwhelmed  with  grief  if  I  did  not  flatter 
aiyfelf  with  the  expe&ation  of  our  having  fre¬ 
quent  opportunities  of  meeting  one  another 
again.  Befides  every  thing  here  is  fubjeft  to 
your  authority,  and  you  will  have  no  occaflon 
■  to  regret  the  lofs  of  my  prefence.  But,”  con¬ 
tinued  (he,  “  what  have  I  been  told  ?  Your 
fleep  has  been  difagreeable  ?  You  know  I  am 
very  fkillful  in  the  explanation  of  dreams  ;  en¬ 
deavour  to  recall  yours  to  your  memory.” 

I  was  on  the  point  of  revealing  it  to  her, 
when  it  occurred  to  me,  that  having  refufed 
to  entruft  it  to  Maugraby,  to  whom  I  thought 
it  was  due,  I  ought  not  to  entruft  it  to  any  one 
elfe.  “  I  recollect  none  of  it,”  faid  I ;  “ it  pafled 
away,  and  was  difperfed  like  the  morning  cloud j 
but  I  cannot  be  forry  for  having  forgotten 
things  which  appeared  to  me  fo  falfe  and  dif¬ 
agreeable.”  An  emotion  of  furprife  which  I 
have  fince  been  well  able  to  explain,  efcaped 
from  the  Perfian.  What  they  thought  would 
have  compleated  my  fedu&ion  and  dragged  me 
into  total  corruption,  had  failed  to  produce  its 
effeft.  My  heart  and  my  head  had  been  fe- 
duced,  and  my  fenfes  had  been  thrown  into 
diforder :  but  the  poifon  had  not  penetrated  to 
my  foul,  and  I  had  been  better  preferved  than 
I  deferved  to  have  been. 

It  was  neceflary  for  me,  however,  to  get  out 
of  bed  ;  tweiity  genteel  undrefies  were  prefent- 

ed 


ARABIAN  TALES.  * 


360 

ed  to  me,  and  I  chofe  that  one  winch  pleafed 
me  mod.  <(  O  how  beautiful  you  are  !”  faid 
the  Perfian ;  “  No  one  could  guefs  that  you 
had  palled  a  difagreeable  night.  But  order 
horfes  and  a  carriage  that  you  may  go  to  take 
an  airing,  and  confider  that  where  you .  are 
there  are  a  thoufand  arms  eager  to  ferve  you, 
and  that  the  very  walls  have  ears.  * 

-  I  gave  orders,  and  inftantly  a  voice,  infinite¬ 
ly  foft,  pronounced  after  me,  very  diftindtly, 
«*  a  carriage  and  horfes  for  our  Queen.’*  What 
I  alked  for  was  in  a  moment  at  the  gate  of  my 
palace.  Seeing  no  perfon  to  drive  the  carriage, 
I  alked  who  was  to  conduct  us.  “  The  reins,” 
faid  the  Perfian,  ((  float  upon  the  necks  of  the 
horfes  ready  to  direft  them  towards  the  place 
whither  you  wilh  to  be  carried.”  M  I  wilh  to 
take  the  air,”  faid  I  mechanically  :  (f  and  im¬ 
mediately  the  reins  appeared  to  be  lifted  up, 
and  the  chariot  flew  acrofs  the.  country,  which 
appeared  highly  delightful.  I  fell  in  with  fome 
large  buildings,  and  enquired  what  was  the  ufe 
of  them.,,  “iTou  behold,”  faid  the  Perfian, 
“  the  place  where  your  elephants  are  .  kept. 
Here  is  the  place  for  the  camels',  there  are  the 
ftables,and  at  fome  diftance  the  flails  for  oxen.” 
t*  But,”  anfwered  I,  f‘  if  there  are  no  human 
creatures  here,  what  purpofe  do  all  thefe  ani¬ 
mals  ferve  ?”  M  There  are  as.mar.y  men  here,” 
faid  file,  “  as  any  other  animals  $  but  they  do 

not 
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not  appear  under  their  proper  form.  It  is  only 
reftored  to  them  when  it  is  neceffary,  and  they 
remain  the  reft  of  the  time  one  under  the  form 
of  one  animal,  and  another  under  that  of  ano¬ 
ther.”  “  What  barbarity  !”  replied  I :  <(  Hold, 
queen/’  anfwered  the  Perfian  eagerly  j  «  you 
are  railed  to  the  rank  of  a  genie,  and  learn  to 
view  man  with  a  different  eye  from  what 
you  have  done.  Don’t  you  think  that  three- 
fourths  of  them  are  very  happy  in  their  tranf-  ’ 
formation  to  be  guided  by  an  unerring  inftinCt 
which  fecures  them  from  all  the  misfortunes 
into  which  they  might  fall  through  their  falfe 
reafonings.  In  their  prefent  fituation,  nothing 
is  wanting  to  them,  and  freed  from  the  recol¬ 
lection  of  the  paft,  the  torments  of  the  pre¬ 
fent,  and  the  fears  of  the  future,  they  enjoy  life 
without  being  troubled  by  reflection.  There 
is  no  form  of  exiftence  worthy  of  being  defir- 
cd,  except  that  of  a  genie,  or  a  grovelling 
beaft  :  intermediate  beings  are  in  an  afflicting 
fituation,  they  are  real  objeCts  of  compaflion 
to  enlightened  beings,  and  are  too  apt  to  be¬ 
come  the  fport  of  the  wicked.” 

My  mind  was  loft  in  enquiring  into  the 
truth  or  falfehood  of  fuch  reafoning,  when  my 
feducer,  beautiful  as  the  day  which  flione  upon 
Tiim,  appeared  on  a  ftately  horfe,  which  he  ma¬ 
naged  with  inexpreflible  gracefulnefs.  He  foon 
joined  the  chariot  in  which  \re  were  feated, 
Vol.  IV.  H  h  and 
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and  having  alighted  from  his  ftead,  darted  in¬ 
to  it  like  an  arrow.  My  foolifh  paflion  was 
not  yet  diflipated  ;  he  endeavoured  to  increafe 
it  by  his  engaging  manners,  his  flattering  dif- 
courfe,  his  empaflioned  and  affectionate  looks  : 
I  forgot  all  ray  obfervations  and  my  dream, 
and  yielded  to  the  enchantment  by  which  I 
was  carried  away. 

•  *  We  returned  to  the  palace ;  though  I  had 
fpent  a  part  of  the  night  in  eating,  I  felt  ex¬ 
tremely  hungry,  and  being  plentifully  ferved, 
and  with  inexpreffible  delicacy,  I  indulged  in 
the  pleafure  of  eating  and  drinking,  as  I  had 
done  at  the  repaft  of  the  night  which  I  confider- 
cd  as  an  illufion.  My  reafon  was  ftupified,  and 
there  remained  to  me  nothing  but  my  foolifh 
and  unfortunate  paflion.  But  the  remainder 
of  that  day  and  the  Succeeding  night  were  to 
behold  the  fun  of  my  days  fet  in  darknefs  ;  and 
I  was  to  expiate,  by  many  tears,  the  ’fault  I  had 
committed,  and  repay  with  i'orrow  the  fleeting 
moments  of  enjoyment  which  it  had  procured 
to  me. 

/  I  learned  next  day  that  the  Perfian  had  de¬ 
parted  :  my  jailer,  whom  I  ftill  confidered  as 
my  lover,  informed  me  of  it ;  he  at  the  fame 
time  told  me  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  me 
for  two  days,  and  gave  me  an  idea  of  all  the 
amufements  I  couid  procure  for  my  diverfion. 
They  were  varied  without  end  j  I  was  miftrefs 

of 
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of  the  houfe ;  my  voice  could  animate  every 
thing,  and,  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  could  give 
fpeech  to  a  ftatue.  “  You  mail  aflift  me  in  my 
labour,”  faid  he  ;  “  here  are  books  which  will 
afford  you  the  means  of  doing  fo.  InftruCted 
as  you  already  are,  the  flighteft  application  will 
be  fufticient  to  accelerate  your  progrefs,  and 
perfect  your  knowledge.  But,  in  my  abfence, 
remember  that  we  have  an  intereft  in  each 
other,  and  that  without  me,  you  ought  to  do 
nothing,  as  it  is  certain  that  you  can  do  every 
thing  here  in  my  name.” 

We  ftill  fpent  a  part  of  the  day  together, 

and  in  the  evening,  before  fun-fet,  he  difap- 

peared.  I  felt  the  earth  {hake,  and  I  heard. 

the  noife  of  fubterraneous  thunder,  as  when 
...  #  1 
the  mountain  opened  to  give  us  a  paflage 

through  its  bowels.  When  I  found  myfelf 

alone,  I  had  not  courage  to  animate  any  thing 

in  the  folitude  which  furrounded  me.  On  the 

#  ,  f  ^ 

contrary,  I  found  it  very  fuitable  to  the  fitu- 
ation  of  my  mind,  at  that  time  j  and  I  gave 
jnyfelf  up  wholly  to  thofe  reflections  which- 1 
had,  till  then,  kept  at  a  diftance.  That  pru¬ 
dence  which  had  forced  the  Perfian  flave  to 
feparate  from  me,  appeared  very  furprifing. — 
Wherein  could  a  magician  .be  dangerous, 
who  would  have  ferved  me  for  a  companion, 
and  given  me  confolation  and  advice,  in  an 
abode  where  every  thing  was  magnificent, 

II  h  7.  and 
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and  the  mafter  of  which  appeared  fo  power¬ 
ful  ? 

I  began  to  reflect  on  the  converfation  held  by 
this  woman,  which  was  calculated  to  lead  me 
to  defpife  the  human  kind,  of  which  flie  had 
formerly  endeavoured  to  give  me  a  more  ex¬ 
alted  idea.  I  went  over,  in  my  mind,  the 
different  pi&ures  which  had  been  Ihewn  to 
me  in  my  dream,  and  among  thefe,  that  of 
Baal,  who  had  acknowledged  my  hufband, 
Maugraby,  for  his  Vizier.  Nothing  in  it 
accorded  with  the  idea  which  I  had  for¬ 
med  of  this  divinity.  I  recollected  the  dif- 
courfes  I  had  heard,  the  indecencies  of  which 
had  been  witnefs,  and  the  part  which  my 
hufband  had  taken  to  excufe  them.  “  Luck¬ 
ily, ”  faid  I  to  myfelf,  “  it  was  allfalfe  ;  for  if 
I  had  eat  fo  much,  I  could  not  have  had  fo 
keen  an  appetite  when  I  awoke.” 

Taking  the  dream  all  together,  however,  I 
found  the  fpeeches  and  circumflances  fo  well 
connected,  that  they  fuddenly  affumed  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  reality,  which  greatly  diftreffed 
me.  Fatigued  with  the  ftruggle  of  my  own 
ideas,  I  loon  went  to  bed,  and  endeavoured 
to  calm  my  uneafinefs  about  my  real  fituation, 
by  abandoning  myfelf  to  fleep.  In  fpite  of 
myfelf  I  could  not  prevent  the  unlucky  look 
which  efcaped  from  Maugraby  when  I  ap¬ 
peared  diflatisfied  with  my  dream,  from  re¬ 
curring 
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purring  to  my  mind.  “  Heavens !”  laid  I  to 
myfelf,  “  light  and  darknefs  are  not  more  op- 
pofite  to  one  another  than  the  different  look* 
of  this  being.  The  one  inflames  me  with  love  ; 
the  other  chills  me  like  the  hand  of  death.”  I 

.  _  *  t 

at  length  fell  afleep. 

The  images  which  firft  prefcnted  themfelves 
to  me,  proceeded  from  the  diforder  of  my 
mind.  Maugraby  appeared  before  me,  Aim¬ 
ing  like  the  fun,  and  inflamed  with  love  for 
me.  I  yielded  to  his  paiTionate  carefles  ;  he 
.  bit  my  cheek I  felt  a  dreadful  pain,  and 
meant  to  complain  of  the  hurt  he  had  done 
me  ;  but  before  me  I  faw  nothing  but  a  fright¬ 
ful  fpe£tre  whofe  looks  filled  me  with  terror;, 
he  was  transformed  into  a  tyger  ready  to  de¬ 
vour  me.  In.  a  moment  after  a  horrible  fer- 
pent  wounded  me  in  a  thoufand  places,  wrap¬ 
ping  me  in  the  folds  of  its  venomous  body.. 
My  horror  was  inexpreflibie,  my  blood  freezed 
in  my  veins,  and  my  ancient  governefs  appear¬ 
ed.  “  Ah  !  unhappy  princefs !”  faidfhe,  “  y<5u 
are  ruined  !  you  have  burnt  the  Alcoran,  to  de- 

j  '  1 

liver  it  to  your  crueleft  enemy.  Recoiled,  if 
you  can,  the  firft  line  of  it,  There,  is'  only  one 
God ,  and  Mahomet  is  his  prophet .  Having  pro¬ 
nounced  thefe  words  flie  difappeared.  I  re¬ 
peated  them  after  her,  and  was  delivered  from 
-my  terrible  vifion.  At  the  fame  time  l  awoke,, 
and  felt  my  whole  body  covered  with  a  cold; 

H  h  2  fwe&t*. 
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fweat.  It  is  impoflible  to  conceive  the  terror 
with  which  I  was  feized.  My  firft  ftep  was 
to  call  fome  one  to  my  afliftance  j  but  upon 
reflecting,  it  occured  to  me  that  I  could  only 
be  furrounded  with  enemies.  I  again  pro¬ 
nounced.  the  words  which  my  antient  go- 
vernefs  had.  recalled  to  my  mind,  and  luc¬ 
kily,  after  repeating  them  feveral  times  I  fell 
afleep. 

I  arofe  as  foon  as  it  was  day,  and  taking 
the  firft  drefs  I  laid  my  hands  upon,  endea¬ 
voured  alone,  and  without  afhftance,  to  make 
for  the  country  ;  having  no  companion  or  re- 
fource  but  my  magical  rod,  of  which  I  in¬ 
tended  to  make  ufe.  “  Maugraby/*  faicl  I,, 
**  has  forbidden  me  to  work  without  him, 
but  the  prohibitions  of  an  enemy  deferve  equal 
regard  with  his  counfels..  When  I  have  reafon. 
to  fear  every  thing,  l  may  be  allowed  to’employ 
every  means  to  extricate  myfelf  from  the  dan¬ 
ger  into  which  I  have  plunged  my felf  by  my-, 
imprudence.?  My  power  had  fubjeCted  to 
me  a  fpirit  of  the  earth,,  who  appeared  to  pof- 
fefs  fo  little  underftanding,  that  I  employed 
him  in  nothing  but  gathering  flowers  for  me. 
««  1  will  only  alk  him,”  faid  I, . tf  to  carry  me 
inftantly  from  this  place  :  this  is  but  a  fmall 
effort  for  a  genie }  and  he  will  do  it  for  me, 
for  he  did  not  appear  mifehievous,  but,  on 
she  contrary,  very  obliging.  When  I  had  taken 

this 
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this  refolution  I  walked  very  quick,  and  made 
for  the  moll  folitary  place  I  could  find.  "When 
1“  thought  I  had  gained  it,  before  taking  my 
rod,  I  raifed  my  voice,  and  faid,  “  if  there  are 
any  eyes  or  ears  around  me,  let  them  know 
that  there  is  only  one  God,  and  that  Mahomet  is 
his  prophet.  I  heard  a  hollow  noife  around 
me  ;  it  was  accompanied  with  groans  ;  I  faw 
my  work  beginning  to  operate,  and  I  formed 
every  expectation  from  what  I  was  about  to 
do.  -  - 

I  formed  around  me,  with  my  wand,  a  large 
circle,  and  I  traced  the  words  which  I  had  fo 
boldly  pronounced.  I  retired  to  the  centre,  and 
made  another  circle  in  the  middle,  in  which  I' 
placed  myfelf,  and-  turning  in  my  hands  the 
rod  to  which  I  had  fubjeClfed  him,  called  three 
times  upon  Kathety.  Seeing  myfelf  difobey- 
ed,  I  ftruck  the  ground  through  impatience.  I 
renewed  my  orders,  without  fuccefsj  and  at 
length,  almoft'  in  rage,  I  conjured  the  rebel 
fpirit  by  the  name  of  Mahomet.  A  cloud  was 
formed  over  my  head*  which  fuddenly  de- 
feended,  and  burft  with  a  noife  refembling  a 
peal  of  thunder..-  It  let  fall  into  the  circle 
which  I  had  made  a  collection  •  of  heavy  va¬ 
pours,  from  which  iffued  the  ufual  figure  of 
Kathety  ;  but  he  was  fo  terrified,  that  his 
looks  were  wild,  and  his  hair  flood  on  end... 
"  Difcbedient  fpirit,”  faid  lj  "  what  has: 

made. 
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made  you  deaf  to  the  found  of  my  voice 
(f  Mi^lrefs,,,  anfwered  the  trembling  being  be¬ 
fore  me,  “  I  do  not  even  now  obey  of  my  own 
accord  ;  I  have  been  brought  hither  by  a  fupe- 
rior  power.  How  could  I  have  bur  ft  the  bar¬ 
riers  which  prevent  every  fpirit  not  fubjeft  to 
the  obedience  of  Maugraby  from  entering  this 
-abode.  How  fhould  I  have  expofed  myfelf,. 
having  left  the  captivity  in  which  I  was  kept  by 
liis  mother,  to  fall  again  under  the  yoke  of  the. 
fevereft  and  moil  hateful  bondage.  With  him 
.  th&re  is  nothing  elfe :  to  his  flavery,  O  impru¬ 
dent  and  unfortunate  princefs!  you  have  fub- 
je£t  ed  yourfelf.” 

Aftonifhed  to  hear  Kathety,.\vhom  I  did  not 
tl)ink  capable  of  combining  two  ideas,,  talk  in 
this  manner,.  I  faid  to  him,  (i  wretched  fpirit! 

when  the  Periian  Have  advifed  me  to  make 

*  *  *  -  »  .  »  / 

thefe  nofegays,  which  have  ruined  me,  why 
did  you  not  warn  me  of  the  danger  to  which  I 
expofed  myfelf  ?”  “  I  would  have  run  the 
danger  of  being  delivered  by  her  to  Maugraby. 
Know  you  not  that  {he  is  his  flave  ?  She,  Hke 
you,  was  the  daughter  of  a  king  and  queen,  but 
has  long  fince  become  the  fport  of  the  fame  ca¬ 
prices  to  which  you  have  expofed  yourfclf.  ,  I 
was  under  the  neceflity  of  a&ing  the  part  of,an. 
idiot,  to  avoid  her  curiofity.”  “  Well,”  re¬ 
plied  I,  “ fince  you  are  not  what  you  counter¬ 
feited,^^  me  inftantly  from  hence,  by  the  fame 

road 
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road  by  which  you  came.,>  “  The  flaves  of  Ma¬ 
homet,”  replied  the  genie, t(  envelopped  me  with 
a  cloud,  and  threw  me  where  you  now  behold 
me.  By  my  nature  I  can  go  out  alone,  but 
I  cannot  carry  away  a  fir  aw  belonging  to  Mau- 
graby.  Princefs,”  added  he,  “  my  fubje&ion 
and  fervices  are  henceforth  of  no  advantage  to 
you :  but  the  information  which  I  can  give 
you  will  be  of  the  greateft  utility.  I  faw  the 
foundations  laid  of  the  place  where  you  now 
are.  I  was  at  that  time  the  flave  of  the  genie 
Yandar,  mother  of  Maugraby.'  If  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  me  to  deliver  you  from  thofe  dangers 
to  which  you  are  expofed,  I  can  at  lead  point 
them  out,  and  perfuade  you  to  fupport  them 
with  fo  much  the  more  courage,  that  you  feem 
not  to  be  abandoned  by  Mahomet,  as  fo  many 
others  have  been.  Reftore  to  me  my  liberty, 
and  I  promife  you  I  will  not  make  a  bad  ufe 
of  it}  I  am  wearied  with  expofing  myfelf,  by 
doing  hurt,  to  receive  much  more  than  I  oc- 
cafion.  Time  was  allowed  me  for  reflexion, 
in  the  cruel  prifon  wherein  I  was  confined,  and 
from  which  I  had  fcarcely  efcaped,  when  you 
chanced  to  caft  an  eye  upon  my  fign,  and  per¬ 
form  a  charm,  in  order  to  bring  me  into  fub- 
je&ion.  Generous  an.d  unfortunate  princefs, 
call  me  not  Kathety,  but  Kardafh,  which  is 
my  real  name.  Strike  my  forehead  with  your 
wand  and  fay,  Kardajh !  J  rejiore  to  you  your 
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liberty ,  and  deliver  you  into  the  hands  of  thofe  by 
•whom  you  were  brought  hither.  And  from  that 
moment,  delivered  from  all  my  fears,  I  will  re¬ 
late  to  you  every  thing  which  can  tend  to  give 
you  information. 

Being  a  great  enemy  to  magic,  the  know¬ 
ledge  and  ftudy  of  which  had  occafioned  my 
misfortune,  I  hefitated  not  concerning  the  re- 
queft  of  the  genie,  but  ftretched  out  my  arm, 
and  ftruck  Kardalh  on  the  head  with  my 
wand,  pronouncing  the  words  which  had  been 
fuggeftedto  me.  if  I  will  now,”  faid  the  ge¬ 
nie,  "  undertake  to  Ihew  my  gratitude.  J  wiU 
firft  congratulate  you,  princel's,  on  your  hav¬ 
ing  been  accidentally  led  to  call  me  hither  on 
a  Friday,  a  day  on  which,  though  we  }cnow 
not  the  reafon  thereof,  Maugraby  and  his 
people  have  no  power.  He  cannot  return  to 
his  retreat,fince  he  has  gone  out  of  it,  as  ufual, 
by  a  violence  done  to  nature  :  thus  I  will  have 
time  to  fpeak  to  you  concerning  him,  and 
you  will  have  leifure  to  reflect.  I  will  begin 
pvith  the  hiilory  of  his  birth. 


Jiifory  of  .the  Birth  of  Maugraby . 

There  lived  in  the  city  of  Harenai,  in  Afri¬ 
ca,  a  young  orphan  who  poiTefTed  a  genteel 
,  ,  .for- 
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fortune.  He  had  a  very  fine  figure,  and  efpe- 
cially  he  was  free  from  thatfwarthy  complexion, 
which  is  peculiar  to  the  Africans.  He  was 
fond  of  reading  and  a  fedentary  manner  of 
life,  and  till  then  had  never  (hewn  any  inclina¬ 
tion  for  women.  His  amufement  confifted  in 
the  improvement  of  his  paternal  eftate,  and  in 
particular  of  a  confiderable  plantation  of  0- 
lives  which  furrounded  a  fmall  and  beautiful 
manfion,  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  day’s  jour¬ 
ney  from  Harenai.  Twice  in  the  weelc,  Hal- 
il-Maugraby  mounted  his  camel  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  carrying  with  him  provifions  for  the  day. 
He  fpent  his  time  in  giving  orders  concerning 
the  cultivation  of  his  trees,  or  in  gathering 
his  fruits.  When  opprefled  by  the  heat  of 
the  day,  he  went  into  an  arbour  covered  with 
a  vine,  which  was  watered  by  a  plentiful 
fountain,  collected  into  a  large  and  deep  ba- 
fon. 

One  day,  while  he  was  afleep  in  this  ar- 
♦  bour,  a  woman  of  extraordinary  beauty  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  in  a  dream,  and  he  was  the 
more  (Iruck  with  her  charms,  that  it  is  rare  to, 
find  fuch  beauties  among  the  African  women. 
This  ravifhing  creature  leaned  forward  to  em¬ 
brace  him,  which  produced  fo  lively  and  quick 
an  impreflion  upon  the  foul  and  fenfes  of  the 
fleeper,  that  he  arofe  to  meet  the  carefles  of¬ 
fered  him  by  the  beautiful  woman.  He  a- 
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woke,  thinking  that  he  clafped  her  in  his  armS| 
but  he  prefled  only  the  empty  air;  he  thought, 
however,  that  he  perceived  a  fmall  light  flame 
which  arofe  and  inftantly  difappeared.  From 
that  moment  Habil-Maugraby,  being  deeply 
in  love,  could  not  turn  away  his  thoughts  from 
that  charming  image  which  had  taken  poflef- 
fion  of  his  heart.  u  You^exift,  O  divine 
creature  1”  exclaimed  he  ;  “  you  are  not  a  de¬ 
ceitful  illufion.  Your  beautiful  arms  were 
flretched  towards  me,  your  eyes  feemed  filled 
with  love,  you  have  infpired  me  with  a  paflion 
which  will  coft  me  my  life,  if  you  condefcend 
iiot  again  to  appear  before  me. 

Hal-il-Maugraby’s  mule  was  feeding  at  its 
cafe  in  the  meadow,  but  eating  and  drinking 
were  far  from  its  matters  thoughts.  His  eyes 
were  fledfaftly  fixed  upon  the  place  where  he 
had  feen  the  light  appear,  and  he  ceafed  not 
to  fpeak  to  the  enchanting  phantom,  of  whom 
he  was  enamoured,  except  to  give  vent  to  his 
fighs  and  tears.  Three  days  elapfed  without  „ 
his  enjoying  any  fleep,  or  taking  any  nourifh- 
ment.  Being  at  length  reduced  by  weaknefs 
to  a  (late  of  drowfinefs  and  torpor,  he  heard  a 
foft  and  foronous  voice  thus  addrefs  him : 

<(  Yandar,  'Queen  of  the  genies  cannot  ap¬ 
pear  to  a  vvorfhipper  of  the  falfe  Prophet, 
Mahomet.  Curfe  and  burn  that  Alcoran, 
which  you  ftudy ;  worfhip  the  great  Kokopile- 

fob* 
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fob,  my  grandfather,  who,  next  to  Crod,  is 
the  moft  powerful  of  beings  *,  and  if  you  fwear 
to  be  faithful  to  me  unto  death  I  will  become 
your  wife.” 

Hal-il-Maugraby,  fcarcely  awake,  exclaim¬ 
ed  ;  u  Yes,  dear  creature  with  whom  I  am 
enchanted,  I  will  do  every  thing  you  order. 
I  henceforth  curfe  the  impoftor  Mahomet,  and 
all  his  works.”  “  Well,  my  dear  Hal-il-Mau- 
graby,”  replied  the  ftrange  voice,  in  a  tone 
fitted  to  reach  the  heart,  “  return  to  HarenaY, 
ereft  an  altar  at  your  houfe  :  next  Friday  fa- 
crifice  thereon  an  heifer  to  the  great  Kokopile- 
fob,  throw  the  Alcoran  into  the  hotted  fire 
which  can  be  lighted  up,  promife  to  be  faith¬ 
ful  to  the  affectionate  Yandar,  and  die  fhall 
be  your’s  as  foon  as  the  alhes  of  the  curfed 
Alcoran  fhall  be  fcattered  towards  the  four 
winds  of  heaven. 

The  African  had  fufficient  dren^th  to  leave 
the  bed  to  which  he  had  been  confined  by 
weaknefs  ;  he  greedily  devoured  a  fragment  of 
the  provifions  which  he  had  brought,  returned 
in  hade  to  HarenaY,  erected  an  altar  in  the 
mofl  fecret  place  of  his  houfe,  and  there  per¬ 
formed  the  facrifice  which  he  had  been  order¬ 
ed  to  offer.  Scarcely  had  he  parted  with  the 
lad  handful  of  the  allies  which  he  was  to  fcat- 
ter,  when  he  found  himfelf  tranfported  into  a 
magnificent  palace,  where  he  became  the  huf- 
Vol.  IV.  I  i  band 
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band  of  Yandar.  The  application  which  fie 
had  formerly  given  to  ftudy  and  agriculture 
was  diverted  to  another  objed  :  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Yandar,  he  foon  became  one  of  the 
mod  dangerous  magicians  upon  earth.  Never 
had  we  more  fevere  mailers  than  his  wife  and 
he  ;  never  had  KokopiJefob  more  devoted  fer- 
vants.  This  I  knew  by  fatal  experience ;  I 
was  born  wicked,  but  they  punilhed  me  for  not 
being  wicked  enough.  They,  princefs,  were 
the  founders  of  the  dreadful  Dom  Daniel  in 
Africa,  where  that  fchool  of  magic  is  ellabliflied 
which  tyranizes  over  unfortunate  fpirits,  of  my 
Tpecies,  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  which  diltrefies 

the  world. - -By  them  Africa  has  been  filled 

with  frightful  monllers. 

But  the  cares  of  the  cruel  Yandar  and  her 
hulband  would  not  have  completed  the  dan¬ 
gerous  ellablilhments  they  had  formed,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  roots  of  which  are  under  the  fea,  unlefs 
they  had  had,  for  a  fuccelfor,  that  Maugraby 
whom  you  have  chofen  for  a  hulband.  He 
joins  malice  to  falfehood,  and  all  the  dreadful 
qualities  which  he  received  at  his  birth  ;  his 
father  and  mother  left  him,  as  an  inheritance, 
thofe  which  they  pofitlTed  j  and  they  took  care 
that  thefe  gifts  Ihould  be  invariably  preferved 
to  him.  I  will  fpeak  of  him  by  and  by.  I  was 
fo  unfortunate  as  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  their  fecrets,  efpecially  after  the 

death 
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death  of  Hal-il-Maugraby ;  and  I  can  only 
avenge  myfelf  on  them  by  revealing  them  to 
you,  in  the  hopes  that,  protected  as  you  are, 
you  will,  fometime  or  other,  be  able  to  over¬ 
throw  their  edifice  of  wickednefs. 

Whatever  efforts  Yandar  made  to  preferve 
the  life  of  a  fpoufe  fo  worthy  of  her,  fhe 
could  not  prolong  his  days  beyond  the  pe¬ 
riod  marked  out  by  the  fates.  She  had  made 
him  matter  of  the  half  of  Africa  :  fhe  caufed 
funeral  obfequies,  worthy  of  a  great  King,  to 
be  performed  at  Ha  renal,  his  capital  5  and  (he 
referred  his  afhes  to  be  mingled  with  thofe  of  * 
her  own  body  which  (lie  wasfoon  to  reftoretoits. 
elements,  and  which  flic  had  only  aflumed  out 
of  love  to  him.  In  the  mean  time  fhe  made  us 
other  genies  conftvudt  the  tomb  wherein  the 
urn  containing  their  mingled  afhes  was  to  be 
placed.  I  was,  unfortunately,  one  of  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  work  ;  and  before  two* thirds  of  it 
were  finifhed,  a  flight  error  which  I  commit¬ 
ted  drew  upon  me  the  wrath  of  this  deteftable 
fovereign.  I  will  not  relate  the  caufe  of  her 
diflatisfa&ion,  but  this  was  the  punifhment 
which  (he  inflicted  on  me.  She  endeavoured 
to  make  the  urn  which  was  to  contain  the 
mixture  of  thefe  afhes  of  a  compofition  that 
could' not  be  broken.  She  forced  me  to  enter 
into  one  of  thefe  urns,  fhut  me  in,  and  hav¬ 
ing  fcaled  it  in  the  name  of  Kokopilcfob, 
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hurled  me  into  the  Perfian  Gulph,  where  I 
would  have  remained  for  ages  in  a  fituation  of 
unfpeakable  torment,  if  fome  fifhers  of  pearls 
had  not  accidentally  come  to  fearch  for  them 
in  a  place  where,  on  account  of  the  depth,  it 
was  not  to  be  fuppofed  they  could  be  found. 
They  took  me  up,  broke  the  urn  in  which  I 
was  contained,  and,  contrary  to  all  my  expec¬ 
tations,  I  again  beheld  the  chearful  light  of  day. 

I  confefs  my  firft  care  was  to  difcover  what 
had  become  of  my  cruel  enemy  and  her  fon. 
I  learned,  from  other  fpirits,  who  had  aflifted 
in  finilhing  her  works,  all  the  fteps  and  pre¬ 
cautions  (he  had  taken  to  complete  the  en¬ 
chantment  which  fecures  to  Maugraby  that 
fupreme  power  which,  to  your  misfortune  and 
that  of  many  others,  he  now  exercifes.  I  was 
alio  informed  that  he  had  finifhed  the  magical 
eftabiifhment  in  which  we  now  are;  and  that, 
being  already  mailer  of  all  Africa,  the  kings  of 
which  were  only  his  lieutenants,  he  intended 
to  affemble  here  forces  of  all  kinds,  to  get  pof- 
fefiion,  if  poffible,  of  the  whole  earth.  I  was 
made  acquainted,  in  (hort,  with  the  principal 
enchantments  contained  in  this  place,  and  I 
obtained  a  complete  idea  of  his  plan  and  of 
the  means  of  executing  it. 

As  far  as  he  can,  he  prevails  upon  the  kings 
of  the  earth  to  grant  him  their  firft  born,  in 
order  to  procure  to  himfelf  the  moft  powerful 
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inflruments.  But  that  he  may  have  fubjeCU 
of  every  kind,  he  perpetually  watches  all  thofe 
who  appear  difcontented.  If,  for  example,  a 
father  who  is  unhappy  in  his  children  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  curfe  them,  he  feizes  them  as  his 
prey  y  or  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  curfe  has 
proceeded  from  the  child  difpleafed  with  his 
father,  the  child  ftill  becomes  his  prey.  When 
a  hufband  curfes  his  wife,  then  Maugraby 
takes  great  care  not  to  interfere  betwixt  them,, 
but  waits  till  the  hufband,  pu  fired  to  the  ut- 
moft  extremity,  is  forced  to  curfe  himfelf  alfo. 

I-  could  mention  innumerable  inftances  of  his 
villainy..  A  caravan  fct  out  to  penetrate  into  • 
the  high  lands  of  Egypt,  acrofs  burning  fands,. 
and  Maugraby  mounted  on  the  Shirok-windi 
to  bring  them  fooner  to  their  deflination,  and 
to  deilroy  tliem..  When  this  unfortunate: 
party  were  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,, 
he  appeared  as.  a,  benefactor  ;  but  fo  in-- 
terefted  was  he,  that,  in-order  to  receive  any,’ 
relief,  and  be  delivered  from  the  defart,  they 
mull  give  themfefves  to  him,  to  ZatanaY,  andv 
to  his  matter  the  great  Kokopile fob.  But  the- 
caravan  never  went  farther  than  his  houfej; 
for,  when  it  was  there,  in  flea  d  of  two  or 
three  hundred  beafts  of  burden,  the  number 
amounted  to  four  hundred  ;  for  he  had  ' trans¬ 
formed  the  guides  and  merchants  into  animals.. 

When  he  has  carried  off  a  fon  or  daughter 
from  a  princej  if  he  can  make  them  as  perverfe 
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as  himfelf,  lie  reduces  them  to  the  condition- 
of  flaves.  His  Ilage  Cadahe,  his  Megine,  and- 
the  Terfian  Have  whom  you  had  with  you, 
and  1  could  mention  others,  are  children  of 
kings.  Thofe  whom  he  cannot  wholly  corrupt 
he  throws  into  a  well,  of  which,  with  other 
things,  1  will  tell  you  the  enchantment.  As 
to  the  reft,  though  born  beautiful,  his  body 
is  become  as  frightful  as  his  foul,  and  he  has 
a  worfe  decrepitude  than  that  of  his  years* 
which  now  exceed  an  age  and  an  half.  His 
human  body  is  only  a  chimera  *,  but  he  affumes 
every  form  with  the  greateft  facility,  and  he 
can  be  detected  only  by  his  looks.  This,  prin- 
cefs,  is  the  picture  of  that  abominable  monfter 
into  whofe  hands  you  have  fallen*  and  from, 
whom  you  may  expe£l  the  moll  -  dreadful 
treatment.  But  I  truft  in  your  good  fortune,, 
and  your  courage,  and  recommend  it  to  you* 
care  to  avenge  us  all. 

Kardafh  flopped  for  a*  moment ;  he  then 
taught  me,  with  the  utmoft  exa&nefs  the  fe- 
cret  of  deftroying  all  the  monfter’s  enchant¬ 
ments,  if  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  fe- 
conded.  He  urged  me  to  fend  him  away,  but 
I  wiihed  him  to  explain  better  than  he  had 
done,  why,  when  he  was  fo  well  informed,  he 
had  fhewn  himfelf  to  me  fo  fhallow,  and  had  not 
appeared  under  his  own  name.  «  Princefs,’* 
replied  he,  "  I  was  feized  with  terror  at  fee- 
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ing  myfelf  conjured  by  a  pupil  ofNeakia,  for¬ 
merly  princefs  of  Aderbigian,  now  become  the 
Have  ofMaugraby.  If  (he  had  diicovered  me, 
and  informed  her  mafter  that  I  had  accident¬ 
ally  been  taken  from  prifon,  he  would  inftant- 
ly  have  purfued  me,  to  {hut  me  up  in  one  {till* 
more  feverej  for  he  would  have  been  afraid  left. 

I  (hould  reveal,  as  I  now  do,  his  mother’s  fe- 
crets  and  his  own. 

In  perufing  your  books,  you  accidentally 
fixed  your  attention  upon  my  mark  ;  you  tra¬ 
ced  it  in  a  circle,  and  conjured  the  fpirit  at¬ 
tached  to  that  mark  to  appear  before  you.  I 
was  forced  to  obey  ;  but,  that  I  might  efcape 
from  the  danger  with  which  I  was  threatened, 

I  aflumed  the  name  and  behaviour  of  one  of 
the  weakeft  among  us,  namely,  Kathety,  who 
creeps  upon  the  ground,  and  is  employed  in 
fabricating  dreams  for  thofe  who  cannot  be 
fupplied  with  them  from  their  own  memory 
and  imagination.  I  counterfeited  his  ftupidity 
fo  well,  that  Neakia,  to  whom  you  gave  this 
account  of  me,  was  deceived  by  it.  You  was 
at  that  time  employed  in  making  nefegays,  and 
your  governefs  found  me  very  fit  for  collecting 
the  materials  which  flie  was  to  caufe  you  em¬ 
ploy,  provided!  put  nothing  of  my  own  into  the 
compofitions  fhe  defigned  that  you  {hould  make. 
This  wretched  creature  did  you  much  harm  j  re¬ 
coiled  the  crown  which  you  gave  to  Maugraby, 
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and  the  garland  with  which  he  bound  you ;  he- 
has  taken  them  from  you  very  quickly  j  they 
are  the  fymbols  of  that  knot  which  connects 
you  to  him  :  you  will  certainly  fee  them  both 
again,  obferve  what  is  done  with  them.” 

«  But  Kardafh,”  (aid  I,  “  can  you  not  inform- 
me  of  the  means  of  delivering  myfelf  from  the 
enchantments  with  which  I  am  threatened 
M  No,  princefs  ;  for  it  is  impoflible  to  forefee 
what  our  cruel  enemy  is  to  do.  With  refpe£t 
to  the  enchantments  which  are  performed  here,, 
and  thofe  of  his  mother  and  himfelf,  near  the 
city  of  Harenai,  I  am  going  to  difcover  tht 
whole  of  them  to  you,  and  likewife  the  means 
of  deftroying  them.  Caufe  me  repeat  what¬ 
ever  may  appear  difficult  to  be  remembered^ 
rather  than  run  the  danger  of  lofing  one  words: 
they  are  all  of  importance.” 

He  then  related  to  me  all  the  myfteries  con>- 
tained  in  this  place,  and  thofe  of  the  grand 
enchantment  near  Harenai;  I  (huddered  wdth 
horror  at  every  difcovery  of  thofe  wwrks  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  prime  vizier  of  the  prince  of  darkr- 
ncfs.  At  laft  I  had  courage  to  put  a  queltiom 
to  him,  and  to  mention  my  dream,  wherein  I 
had  feen  and  heard  fo  wonderful  things.  “  You 
did  not  dream,”  faid  Kardafh  ;  “he  had  tranf- 
ported  you  under  the  fea  into  thofe  caverns 
which  correfpond  to  the  Dom  Daniel  at  Tunis.  - 
The  being  you  faw  was  Afmodius,  one  of  the 
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powers  of  Kokopilefob,  and  you  were  in  an 
aflembly  of  magicians,  fuch  as  is  held  when 
the  moon  is  in  her  wane.  He  tried  to  initiate 
you  into  his  infamous  pra6tices,  and  to  give 
you  a  liking  for  them.” 

Kardafh  had  been  fpeaking  for  a  confider- 
able  time  ;  I  liftened  to  him  Handing,  and  my 
legs  began  to  fail  under  me.  “  You  grow 
weak,  princefs,  but  refume  your  courage.  You 
may  be  fure  we  have  at  a  diftance  a  hundred 
thoufand  witnefles  of  our  converfation ;  but 
they  can  hear  nothing  of  what  I  tell  you,  for 
the  circle  with  which  we  are  furrounded  pre¬ 
vents  our  words  from  reaching  their  ears.  But 
you  will  be  betrayed  by  the  Haves  and  accom¬ 
plices  which  Maugraby  has  in  this  place,  and 
I  would  be  ruined  if  it  was  not  in  your  power 
to  fave  me.  Repay  the  fervice  I  have  now 
done  to  you,  by  pronouncing  aloud  the  fol¬ 
lowing  invocation  and  command :  Spirits , 
flaves  of  the  great  Mahomet  /  ’who  have  forced 
Kardafh  to  come  hither ,  conduct  him  to  the  feet 
of  the  powers  of  the  great  Solomon.  When  I  fhall 
have  left  this  place,  you  will  break  your  circle, 
and  if  you  wilh  to  do  ftill  better,  your  wandi 
fince  it  would  moll  certainly  be  torn  from 
you.” 

I  did,  without  hefitation,  what  Ivardafli 
defired  me,  and  beheld  him  carried  away  by 
the  fame  cloud  from  which  he  had  fo  quickly 

de- 


4 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


3«2 

ilefccnded.  I  effaced  my  work,  broke  rrty  wand, 
and  returned  to  my  apartment,  repeating,  in 
order  to  encourage  me,  the  firft  line  of  the  Al¬ 
coran,  which  my  ancient  governefs  had  recall¬ 
ed  to  my  mind. 

Perhaps  my  imagination  was  difordered, 
but  as  I  went  to  lay  myfelf  on  my  bed,  I 
thought  I  heard  a  noife  about  my  ears,  which 
refembled  an  outrageous  murmuring.  I  went 
into  my  apartment,  and,  drtfTed  as  I  was,  with¬ 
out  imploring  any  ailiftance,  I  threw  myfelf 
on  my  bed.  There  my  only  refource  was  to 
raife  my  heart,  full  of  bitternefs  and  forrow,  to 
God  and  his  Prophet.  But  the  infupportable 
idea  of  my  infidelity  was  a  heavy  weight,  which 
dragged  me  down.  I  could  not  raife  my  eyes, 
or  ftretch  my  hands  towards  Heaven.  I  re¬ 
mained  without  motion.  I  was  foon  involved 
in  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  which  never  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  fo  horrible  ;  the  filence  which  pre¬ 
vailed  around  me,  feemed  to  abandon  me  to 
fear,  regret,  and  remorfe  5  great  have  been 
my  fufferings  fince  that  time,  from  the  bar¬ 
barities  exercifed  upon  me ;  but  never  have 
they  equalled  the  torments  of  that  cruel  night. 
The  day  at  length  appeared,  and  produced 
.fome  change  in  my  fituation..  My  foul  was 
fomewhat  revived  by  the  fiight  of  the  obje&s 
which  I  beheld  around  me  5  but  confidering 
with  horrorthis  afTemblage  of  riches,  which  had 
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contributed  to  the  fedu&ionof  To  many  others, 
it  came  into  my  mind  to  (trike  all  that  I  had 
feen  with  my  wand,  to  make  my  chamber  a 
fepulchral  cave,  inacceflible  to  the  light,  and 
my  bed  a  tomb,  and,  by  thus  anticipating, 
to  mock  the  vengeance  of  my  tyrant. 

I  fat  up  in  order  to  follow  out  my  idea,  but 
I  then  recolleCted  that  I  had  broken  my  wand. 

I  was  recovered  from  this  agitation  of  mind, 
by  reflecting  that  Kardaih  had  intruded  me 
with  fecrets  which  might  one  day  contribute 
to  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  and  earth  by 
facilitating  the  deftruCtion  of  the  monfter. 
u  Let  me  brave,**  fa  id  I,  “  all  the  feverities 
which  my  barbarous  enemy  can  exercife  againft 
me  i  let  me  referve  myfelf,  if  it  is  necefiary, 
for  being  one  day  the  inftrument  of  his  ruin  j 
let  me  carefully  recollect  what  has  been  told 
me ;  and  let  me  engrave  it  on  my  memory 
never  to  be  forgotten. 

I  immediately  began  to  repeat,  without  in¬ 
terruption,  the  inftruCVions  of  the  genie,  and 
gave  fo  unweared  application  that  the  words 
of  the  conjurations  which  I  had  learned  follow¬ 
ed  one  another  in  the  clofeft  chain.  The  day 
was  drawing  to  a  clofe,  and  I  was  (till  em¬ 
ployed  in  this  labour,  when  the  fhaking  of  the 
earth  announced  the  return  of  Maugraby.  I 
thought  he  would  come  to  me  as  quick  as 
lightning,  but  I  was  deceived ;  he  was  un¬ 
doubtedly 
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doubted  ly  detained  by  the  relations  given  him 
by  his  fpies.  He  at  length  appeared;  and 
never  was  there  a  more  ftriking  and  fright¬ 
ful  contrail  than  betwixt  the  fplendour  of  his 
figure  and  the  diforder  into  which  he  was 
thrown  by  the  horrible  pallion  by  which  he 
was  fwayed.  “  Faithlefs  woman !*’  faid  he, 
“  you  are  in  league  with  my  enemies.  You 
make  circles  in  order  to  bring  to  my  abode 
the  impure  fpirits  of  Mahomet,  and  you  (hall 
receive  the  punilhment  due  to  your  crimes.” 
At  the  fame  time  he  put  on  my  neck  the 
crown  of  flowers  which  I  had  given  him  on 
the  fatal  day  of  our  nuptials  ;  and  he  fixed  to 
my  leg  that  garland  with  which  he  had  bound 
me.  I  could  make  no  oppofition.  He  then 
infli&ed  innumerable  blows  on  -me  ;  and  I 
was  changed  into  a  bird  as  you  behold  me. 
This  necklace  of  green,  yellow,  and  red  feat¬ 
hers,  which  you  obferve  about  my  neck,  is  my 
crown  of  flowers,  and  the  garland  was  tranf- 
formed  into  the  chain,  which  fixes  me  by  the 
foot  to  this  place.  My  tyrant  then  dragged 
me  by  the  chain  to  his  apartment,  with  which 
you  are  well  acquainted,  ftruck  the  ftatue 
which  is  there  upon  the  face,  caufed  the 
door  of  the  aviary  be  opened,  and  fixed  me 
upon  the  flick  on  which  I  now  am. 

From  the  informatio.il  I  received,  I  know 
-that  I  cannot  regain  my  liberty,  nor  recover 
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the  human  figure,  but  by  his  death :  fuch  is 
the  fatal  confequence  of  the  fault  I  committed 
in  voluntarily  giving  up  my  perfon  to  his  dif- 
pofal.  Being  (till  enamoured  of  me,  as  I  am 
going  to  inform  you,  he  has  not  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  deprive  me  of  reafon,  as  he  has  done  all 
the  other  beings  among  whom  I  was.  He 
hoped  that  my  dreadful  and  wearifome  fitua- 
tion  would  lead  me  to  afk  his  forgivenefs,  and 
live  with  him  as  his  wife,  if  not  during  the 
day,  at  lead  during  the  night.  It  became  pof- 
fible,  therefore,  for  the  prince  of  Syria  to  re- 
ftore  to  me  the  faculty  of  fpeech. 

When  Maugraby  had  left  me  alone  among 
the  other  birds,  I  wilhed  to  praife  God  and 
Mahomet  for  having  delivered  me  from  the  ty¬ 
rant’s  prefence:  but  I  only  uttered  the  natural 
cry  of  the  bird  into  which  I  was  transformed, 
and  pronounced  diftinttly  the  word  harra , 
which  was  immediately  repeated  by  all  the 
birds  in  the  aviary.  Notwithftanding  what  had 
been  faid  by  Kardalh,  concerning  that  ftate 
of  flupidity  to  which  all  the  human  beings  in 
this  place  were  fince  their  transformation  re¬ 
duced  I  thought  them  endowed,  as  1  was, 
with  intelligence.  But  I  have  fince  found,  that 
they  only  retained  the  ufelefs  faculty  of  repeat¬ 
ing  the  word  which  they  had  heard  laft  or  mod 
■frequently  pronounced.  Perched  on  my  (tick,  I 
•began  to  reflect  on  my  fituation.  Except  my 
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chain,  I  thought  it  much  the  fame  with  that 
of  the  poor  animals  around  me,  and  found  it 
lefs  infupportable  than  that  into  which  fear 
had  plunged  me.  At  any  rate,  how  preferable 
did  it  appear  to  the  horror  of  feeing  myfelf  ex- 
pofed  to  the  careffes  of  my  cruel  and  im¬ 
pious  ravifher !  But  alas  :  I  was  greatly  de¬ 
ceived  in  thinking  that  I  was  delivered  from 
them. 

Two  days  elapfed  without  his  offending  my 
eyes  with  his  hateful  prefence.  At  the  end  of 
the  third  day  he  entered  the  aviary,  endea¬ 
vouring  as  much  as  he  could  to  fafhion  himfelf 
into  that  figure,  and  maintain  that  carriage  by 
which  I  had  been  firft  feduced.  “  Sijler  of 
the  planets ,”  faid  he,  “  you  are  very  guilty  re- 
fpe&ing  me,  and  you  are  faithlefs  to  Baal  \ 
but  my  heart  is  touched  with  the  feverity  of 
the  punifliments  which  I  am  obliged  to  infh& 
upon  you.  I  will  reftore  to  you  your  human 
figure  ;  come  and  fhare  my  bed,  conduct  your- 
felf  as  my  fubmillive  wife,  and  when  you 
become  truly  fenfible  of  ycur  faults,  and  pro- 
mife  to  tenounce  every  thing  which  your  wick¬ 
ed  governefs  has  taught  you,  I  will  try  to 
footh  the  God  you  have  offended.”  As  he 
pronounced  thefe  words,  he  threw  fome  grains 
of  incenfe  upon  a  chaffing-difh,  and  loofed  the 
end  of  the  chain  which  kept-  me  upon  the  ftick 
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whereon  I  was  perched.  I  found  myfelf  na¬ 
ked,  and  on  my  feet,  oppofite  to  him.  “  Cruel 
Maugraby  !*’  faid  I,  “  fpeak  not  to  me  either 
of  yourfelf  or  of  your  paffion,  or  of  your  Baal 
who  has  delivered  me  to  you  ;  reftore  me  to 
my  father,  and  enable  me  to  forget  you.” — 
The  coldnefs  and  phlegm  of  this  anfwer  made 
my  tyrant  furious.  “  Come  along,”  faid  he, 
“  follow  me,  thou  art  more  cruel  than  I 
and  he  dragged  me  by  the  chain  which  remain¬ 
ed  at  my  feet.  I  wifhed  to  make  refiftance, 
but  he  ftrangled  me  with  another  chain  which 
was  about  my  neck,  occafioned  the  moft  dread¬ 
ful  pain,  and  carried  me  to  his  bed. 

He  having  approached  to  carefs  me,  I  in¬ 
tended  to  fpit  in  his  face,  but  my  powers  were 
fufpended.  None  of  my  faculties  were  free 
but  the  fight,  the  fmell,  and  the  hearing;  and 
all  the  three  were  offended.  I  beheld  the 
moft  frightful  monfter  which  could  be  created 
by  a  delirious  imagination.  I  was  infected, 
and  my  ear  was  di  ft  refit  d  with  a  torrent  of 
abufe  and  blafphemy.  In  this  fituation  was  I 
obliged  to  fuffer  the  horrible  carefies  of  the 
barbarian,  to  whom  I  was  completely  fubjeft- 
ed  by  my  weaknefs  and  inability.  The  horrible 
fcene  which  has  now  been  defcribed  was  re¬ 
peated  everyday  during  the  fpace  of  five  years, 
with  circumft  rnces  of  (till  greater  cruelty.  I 
eftjoyed  no  repofe  except  when  he  was  forced 
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to  be  abfent  in  the  profecution  of  his  odious 
fchemes,  or  when  he  went  under  the  fea  to 
plunge  into  the  filth  of  his  Afmodius. 

When  the  fnaking  and  noife  of  the  earth 
anounced  the  return  of  my  tyrant,  had  my 
beak  been  a  fword  I  would  have  plunged  it 
into  my  heart  i  but  I  now  acknowledge  the 
kindncfsof  providence,  which  took  away  from 
me  every  means  of  felf-deftru£tion,  that  I 
might  put  invincible  arms  into  the  hands  of 
the  proteftor  it  has  fent  me,  in  the  prince 
Habed-il-Rouman,  the  favourite  of  Mahomet. 
i(  Young  man,  marked  out  by  Heaven  to  be 
the  avenger  of  mankind,”  added  the  Egyptian 
prince  fs,  addrefiing  the  prince  of  Syria, 

you  muft  fet  out  immediately  to  make  your- 
felf  mailer  of  the  repoiitory  of  the  aihes  of 
Hal-il-Maugraby  and.Yandar,  which  are  con¬ 
cealed  under  the  plain  at  the  entrance  of  the 
city  Harena'i,  towards  the  eaft.  The  follow¬ 
ing  are  the  means  of  getting  thither  with  the 
necefiary  fpeed  : 

In  the  orchard,  with  which  you  are  ac¬ 
quainted,  there  is  a  bird  called  FeJJefze •,  So¬ 
lomon,  anciently,  fent  it  into  the  forefts  of 
Lebanon  to  procure  for  him  the  wood  of 
which  he  wilhed  to  make  his  rod  of  authority. 
It  has  fince  continued  to  be  agreeable  to  this 
prophet,  who  has  thought  proper  to  attach  a 
natural  virtue  to  its  heart,  its  fleih,  and  its  fea¬ 
thers. 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


38jl. 

fliers.  The  bird  is  lazy,  and  like  the  oftrich,1 
has  no  means  of  defence  ;  the  five  princes 
will  accompany  you,  and  you  will  furroundit; 
it  will  throw  iifelf  into  your  arms,  upon  your 
pronouncing,  all  fix  at  once,  thefe  words, 
allow  yourfelf  to  be  taken  in  the  name  of  Solomon , 
for  the  fervice  of  the  great  Prophet.  Make  no 
fcruple  to  kill  him,  for  being  brought  here  by 
an  enchantment,  life  is  infupportable  to  him  j 
but  preferve  his  feathers,  burn  a  part  of  his 
heart  and  body,  and  carefully  keep  the  afhes 
thereof.  Thofe  of  the  heart  thrown  upon  a 
perfume  of  amber,  will  open  a  paflage  to  you: 
under  the  mountain,  by  which  alone  you  can 
get  out  from  this  place  j  you  will  keep  a  por¬ 
tion  of  thefe  allies  till  you  return,  and  you. 
will  carefully  preferve  thofe  of  the  body. 

When  the  mountain  lhall  have  opened  to- 
afford  a  paflage  to  you,  you  will  each  of  you; 
take  one  feather  from  the  tail,  two  from  the 
wings,  and  two  from  the  head  of  the  bird,  and 
prefent  them  all  at  once  upon  the  fmoke  of 
the  perfume.  The  prince  Habed-il-Rouman 
fhall  then  pronounce  alone,  Feathers ,  wf- 
fe  ngers  of  Solomon ,  conduct  to  their  work  the 
labourers  of  the  prophets  of  God.  You  will  let 
yourfelves  go  on  j  and  you  will  be  conduced 
at  the  entrance  of  the  city  Harenai  into  an 
alley  of  Olives  planted  by  Hal-il-Maugraby. 
You  will  find  a  folitary  olive,  furpafling  all  the 
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reft  in  height,  to  which  you  mud  attaehyotir- 
felves  :  the  door  of  the -enchanted  abode  is  un¬ 
der  its  root ;  but  the  paflage  changes  its  place 
every  month,  which  is  a  farther  precaution  ta¬ 
ken  by  Yandar  to  render  the  enchantment  in- 
accefiible.  You  will  make  a  circle  of  thirty 
feet  in  diameter  around  the  tree;  you  will  fta- 
tion  yourfelves  near  this  circle,  at  equal  diftan- 
ces,  and  each  of  you  throw  a  part  of  the  afhes 
of  the  bird’s  body  into  a  pan  of  perfumes 
which  you  (hall  have  brought  with  you :  the. 
earth  will  then  tremble  under  your  feet,  and 
©pen  at  the  place  where  the  paflage  is.  Habed- 
il-Rouman  will  place  one  of  the  princes,  armed 
with  a  naked  fabre,  at  the  mouth  of  the  open¬ 
ing,  faying  to  him,  Soldier  of  Mahomet  do  your 
duty ,  and  guard  this  pajfage.  You  will  next 
order,  in  concert,  the  feathers  to  do  their  duty.. 

The  beauties  of  every  kind,  through  which 
you  will  pafs,  mud  not  for  a  Angle  moment 
attra£l  your  curiofity;  and  you  mud  fhut  your 
ears  again  ft.  the  concerts  of  the  birds,  with 
which  the  groves  (hall. refound.  Though  op- 
prefled  by  immoderate  thirft,  let  not  tile  appar 
rent  purity  and  frefhnefs  of  the  ftream  tempt  you 
to  tafte  its  waters  :  every  thing  you  ftiall  meet 
with  is  dangerous.  The  prince  Habed-il-Rou- 
man  is  to  march  at  your  head  ;  and  you  wiH 
arrive  with  your  fabres  in  your  hands,  at  the 
fetok  of  a  terrace  funounding  the  magnificent 
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dome,  wherein  is  the  fatal  urn,  which  it  is 
your  object  to  procure.  A  large  ditch,  an 
hundred  feet  wide,  of  which  it  is  impoflible 
to  perceive  the  bottom,  furrounds  this  terrace  ^ 
you  will  leap  over  it  by  the  afliftance  of  the 
bird’s  feathers.  There  are  four  ftairs ;  you 
will  afcend  by  that  one  which  at  that  time  is 
folid.  But  you  will  previoufly  make  trial  of 
them  by  burning  on  the  firft  ftep  of  each 
a  perfume,  into  which  you  will  throw  a 
pinch  of  the  allies  of  the  body.  You  will  all 
five  be  employed  in  the  operation,  and  Habed- 
il-Rouman  (hall  pronounce  alone,  Snare,  difco - 
ver  thyfelf.  The  folid  ftep  will  then  remain 
in  its  place,  and  the  reft  will  vanifti  from  your 
fight. 

When  you  {hall  have  got  upon  the  terrace, 
you  will  go  round  the  battlement :  look  not  at 
the  architecture  and  ornaments.  Remem¬ 
ber,  that  in  order  to  penetrate  within,  you 
mult  firft  addrefs  yourfelves  to  the  door  which 
is  towards  the  eaft,  and.  that  the  falfe 
fplendour,  however  magnificent,  which  will 
appear  to  enlighten  you,  will  only  ferve  to 
dazzle  your  fight.  The  prince  Habed-il-Rou- 
man  will  be  obliged  to  burn  perfumes,  and  to 
throw  pinches  of  the  a  flies  before  the  four 
doors  ;  and  then,  inftead  of  preferving  the  co¬ 
lour,  and  the  refemblance  of  gold,  the  door 
correfgonding  to  our  eaft  will  be  white,  ands 
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that  of  the  weft  red  ;  the  fouth  will  be  difk 

tinguilhed  by  black,  and  the  north  by  yellow.. 
An  armed  fentinel  muft  be  placed  oppofite  to 
each  door,  and  the  prince  Habed-il-Rouman 
muft  prefent  himfelf  at  the  eaft,  and  ftrike 
three  blows  with  the  blade  of  his  fabre.  I 
cannot  inform  you  what  kind  of  phantom  will 
difpute  the  entrance  when  the  door  is  opened 
for  the  principal  defence  of  this  place,  which 
is  full  of  prodigies,  confifts  in  a  continual 
change. 

As  foon  as  Habed-il-Rouman  (hall  have 
knocked  at  the  white  door,  whatever  phantom 
prefents  itfelf,  he  will  conjure  it  by  the  twenty - 
four  boohs  of  Hananias  f.  When  the  vifion  is- 
diiperfed,  he  will  place  his  centiuel  upon  the 
threfhold  of  the  door,  between  the  two  pofts- 
He  will  then  pafs  on  to  the  red  door,  and  as 
foon  as  he  fhall  have  caufed  it  to  be  opened,  he 
will  conjure  the  objects  which  {hall  appear 
to  terrify  and  deftroy  him,  by  the  power- 
ful  feal  oil  the  ring  of  Solomon.  This  vi- 
fion  will,  in  like  manner,  leave  a  free  paflage;. 
but  he  muft  content  himfelf  with  appointing 
a  guard  to  it,  and  pafs  on  to  the  black  door, 
the  conjuration  of  which  is  exprefied  by  the  en¬ 
graving  on  the  fabre  of  Mahomet.  The  fourth 
door  is  conjured  by  the  power  of  Mofes’s  rod. 

f  Thefe  are  the  books  of  the  prophets. 
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Prince  of  Syria,  when  you  (hall  have  made 
yourfelf  mailer  of  the  four  doors,  you  will 
enter  by  that  of  the  eaft ;  you  will  find  your¬ 
felf  in  the  tomb  where  the  alhes  of  the  father 
and  mother  of  Maugraby  are  enclofed  irr 
an  urn,  fealed  by  the  feal  of  Kokopilefob,  and 
placed  on  the  knees  of  a  llatue  which  repre-, 
fents  this  fovereign  of  rebel  fpirits  again!!  God 
and  his  Prophet.  The  llatue  holds  in  its 
hand  a  golden  bow  always  bent,  and  fitted 
with  an  arrow  of  fire  ready  to  be  difcharged. 
Your  conjuration  againll  this  danger,  which  is 
the  moll  eminent  of  all  mull  be  by  the  facred 
characters  •written  on  the  tiara  of  the  Jewi/b 
High-priejl .  The  arrow  will  then  difperfe  in¬ 
to  fmoke,  and  the  llatue  will  be  difarmedj 
you  will  take  from  its  finger  a  ring  which  be¬ 
longed  to  Yandar,  and  put  it  upon  the  little 
finger  of  your  left  hand.  You  will  then  take 
the  little  urn  which  is  on  the  knees  of  the 
llatue,  and  having  fixed  it  in  your  girdle, 
you  will  be  mailer  of  the  power  of  Maugraby. 
You  will  touch  the  llatue  with  the  ring,  by 
the  power  of  which  it  was  formed,  and  this 
cololfus  of  gold,  together  with  the  throne  on 
which  it  is  placed,  will  vanilh  into  fmoke. 

With  refpe<fl  to  the  operation  of  breaking 
my  chains,  take  three  of  the  feathers  which 
conllitute  my  necklace,  burn  a  perfume,  and 
throw  them  upon  it,  pronouncing,  human 
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creature ,  in  the  name  of  Mahomet ,  I  refore  t» 
you  your  liberty.  Whenever  this  is  done,  com¬ 
mand  the  feathers  of  the  bird  Fejfefze  to  carry 
you  to  the  place  where  I  am.  You  will  find 
me  free,  and  employed  in  guarding  againfb 
every  thing  which  might  cbllru£l  your  happy 
return. 

Recolleft,  Prince,  every  thing  that  I  have 
tcld  you.  I  confider  it  as  a  favour  from  Heaven 
that  I  have  been  able  to  keep  in  remembrance 
the  information  given  me  by  Karclafh.  But 
fmee  I  have  been  reduced  to  the  ftate  in  which 
you  behold  me,  I  have  repeated  it  every  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening.  My  only  confolation  was 
the  hope  that  one  day  it  might  be  ufeful  to 
mankind  and  to  myfelf. 

Habed-il-Rouman  was  endowed  with  as 
much  memory  as  underftanding ;  and  every 
tiling  which  he  had  heard  remained  engraved 
upon  his  mind.  He  conceived  that,  in  the 
danger  with  which  they  were  threatened  by 
the  adhual  power  of  Maugraby,  not  a  moment 
was  to  be  loft,  and  he  fet  out  with  his  com¬ 
panions  in  misfortune  to  the  puvfuit  of  the 
bird  Feflefze.  They  foon  made  themfelves 
mailers  of  it,  killed  it,  and  divided  its  fea¬ 
thers.  The  heart  and  body  were  burnt  fepa- 
rately,that  the  ufe  which  was  pointed  outmight 
be  made  of  die  allies.  Having  armed  themfelves, 
^ ‘  *  and 
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under  a  clear  Iky,  and  the  mod  beautiful  and 
fmiling  country  prefented  itfelf  to  their  view. 
Hunger  and  third  began  to  be  felt.  Trans¬ 
parent  and  cool  waters  were  within  reach  of 
the  path  which  they  followed.  Their  banks 
were  adorned  with  borders  covered  with  me- 

m 

Ions  of  every  kind.  Pear,  apple,  and  orange 
trees  were  upon  their  road  j  and  they  were  oblig¬ 
ed  to  remove,  with  their  hand,  branches  load¬ 
ed  with  fruit,  which  obftufted  their  palfage. 
"  Soldier  of  Mahomet  1”  cried  the  Prince 
from  time  to  time,  “  we  came  not  here  to  eat 
and  drink  *,  the  wants  which  we  feel  and  the 
means  of  gratification  which  are  prefented  to 
us  are,  fnares  laid  for  our  ruin.  Dcfire  not 
thefe  waters',  pulh  back  and  tread  under  foot 
thefe  fruits :  ’ere  now  we  have  learned  to  fuf- 
fer,  let  us  fupport  with  courage  the  ills  which 
we  endure.” 

But  an  inconvenience  of  another  kind  was 
foon  added  to  what  they  felt.  They  were 
palling  over  a  fandy  plain,  and  the  fun,  which 
then  appeared  to  be  over  head,  communicated 
to  it  fo  fcorching  a  heat,  that  they  thought 
they  were  palling  over  burning  coals.  On  both 
fides  of  the  road  which  they  purfued  w^ere 
two  lanes  fhaded  with  trees,  and  covered  with  a 
molfy  down  fo  frelh  and  cool  that  it  might  well 
attra&  the  attention  of  travellers  fo  thirfty  as 
they  were.  “  Rejeft  with  difdain  the  falfe 
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means  of  relief  which  are  prefented  to  you," 
cried  the  prince'of  Syria.  “  Every  thing  here 
refembles  the  carefling  looks  and  difcourfes  of 
our  cruel  enemy.”  The  princes  who  followed 
Habed-il-Rouman  had  need  of  a  chief  fo  cou¬ 
rageous,  and  fo  much  upon  his  guard  -againfl 
the  ftratagems  of  the  enemy.  The  lall  of  all 
was  the  lead:  forefeen,  and  the  mod  dangerous. 
They  pafled  along  a  road  ftrewed  with  poppies, 
and  in  fpiteof  thcmfelves  fleep  began  to  weigh 
down  their  eye-lids.  The  prince  of  Syria,  who 
obferved  this  new  charm,  exclaimed,  Soldiers 
of  Alahomet ,  flop  a  moment  to  tread  thefe  flowers 
underfoot  in  his  name .  They  obeyed,  and  fleep 
immediately  vanifhed.  They  again  fet  out  on 
their  journey,  and  difeovered,  in  the  middle  of 
the  plain,  the  roof  of  the  edifice  which  they 
had  come  to  deftroy. 

We  (hall  not  flop  to  deferibe  thofe  magical 
beauties  where  every  thing  was  delufive,  but 
follow  the  labours  of  Habed-il-Rouman  fe- 
conded  by  his  companions.  They  arrived  at 
the  brink  of  the  dreadful  ditch,  but  being  ren¬ 
dered  agile  by  the  feathers  of  the  bird,  they 
foon  got  on  the  terrace.  They  ftudied  the 
pofition  of  the  door,  and  a£led  in  every  thing 
conformably  to  what  they  had  been  taught. 
The  doors  having  refumed  their  true  colours, 
and  Habed-il-Rouman  having  knocked  at  the 
white,  it  opened  with  a  horrible  crafh ;  a  hi- 
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deous  giant  appeared,  and  intended  to  flrike 
the  prince  with  his  lance  j  but  being  conjured 
in  the  name  of  the  twenty-four  books  of  Han- 
anias,  he  was  converted  into  a  vapour,  which 
was  inflantly  difperfed. 

Habed-il-Rouman,  after  placing  a  guard  at 
the  firft  door,  went  to  the  fecond.  Two  lions 
with  open  mouths  were  ready  to  dart  upon 
him,  but  it  the  name  of  the  feal  of  Solomon’s 
ring  this  vifion  was  diflipated  more  quickly 
even  than  the  former.  The  conjuration  in  the 
name  of  the  engraving  on  Mahomet’s  fabre 
killed  a  horrible  ferpent  with  three  heads,  which 
guarded  the  third  door.  Lad  of  all  the  con¬ 
juration  by  the  rod  of  Mofes  foftened  the  Heel 
of  a  {harp  and  ponderous  axe,  which  defend¬ 
ed  upon  the  neck  of  the  young  Prince  of  Sy¬ 
ria,  at  the  moment  when  the  lad  door  was 
opened  at  his  command. 

He  was  at  length  mader  of  all  the  avenues 
which  could  conduct  to  the  formidable  datue. 
He  had  every  where  placed  guards,  who  were 
rendered  vigilant  by  a  regard  to  their  own  pre- 
fervation.  At  the  lead  noife  they  heard  with¬ 
out  they  were  ordered  to  raife  their  fabres  in 
the  name  of  Mahomet ;  and  the  precaution 
was  worthy  of  the  wife  Prince  by  whom  it  was 
taken  *,  for  as  foon  as  he  fet  his  foot  on  the 
entrance  of  the  white  door  to  penetrate  into  the 
dome,  the  fpirits  of  the  four  elements  were  let 
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loofe  to  the  afliftance  of  the  ftatue  of  Kokopi- 
lefob. 

If  the  avenues  had  been  unguarded,  thefe 
fpirits  would  have  penetrated  through  the  four 
gates,  and  carried  off  the  image  and  the  urn 
wherein  the  allies  of  Hal-il-Maugraby  and  of 
Yandar  were  depolited.  Habed-il-Rouman  was 
before  the  coloflusof  gold,whichwasraifedupon 
a  throne  of  the  fame  metal,  and  the  head  of 
which  reached  almofttothe  roof  of  the  building. 
Its  eyes  were  like  a  flafh  of  lightning  which, 
confined  in  a  fmall  fpace  from  which  it  endea¬ 
vours  to  efcape,  appears  to  ftruggle  conti¬ 
nually  againft  itfelf.  The  burning  arrow  di¬ 
rected  againft  the  breaft  of  Habed-il-  Rouman 
was  about  to  fly ;  but  being  conjured  by  the 
facred  character  imprinted  on  the  tiara  of  the 
Jewilh  high-prieft  it  fell,  and  the  bow  drop¬ 
ping  at  the  fame  time  from  the  hand  of  the  fta¬ 
tue,  defcended  to  the  earth  along  with  it. 

The  prince  of  Syria  fprung  boldly  upon  the 
throne,  and  took  the  ring  from  the  ftatue, 
which  however  large,  was  immediately  fitted 
to  his  finger.  He  took  pofieflion  alfo  of  the 
urn,  which  was  the  principal  objeCf  of  his  un¬ 
dertaking  :  then,  in  a  moment  of  enthufiafm, 
giving  the  ftatue  a  back  ftroke  with  the  hand 
on  which  the  ring  had  been  put,  Infamous  copy , 
faid  he,  of  the  nioj}  criminal  of  all  beings , 
may  you  be  defrayed  as  you  were  produced.  The 
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flatue  of  Kokopilefob  had  been  conftru&ed  by 
fpirics  fubjedl  to  the  power  of  the  ring.  By 
this  command,  which  was  undoubtedly  infpir- 
cd,  they  were  forced  to  dtfiroy  their  owil 
work  j  and  its  fall  and  diflolution  were  anoun- 
ced  by  a  terrible  noife.  The  horror  of  this 
feene  was  increafed  by  the  dreadful  darknefs 
which  accompanied  the  noife. 

The  whole  force  of  the  enchantment  re  Tided  in 
the  ftatue;  and  when  this  talifman  was  deftroy- 
ed,the  iliufions  of  every  kind  ceafed  to  adorn  an 
abode  formed  in  one  of  thofe  immenfe  cavities 
which  are  found  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  But 
they  ceafed  not  without  fhaking  the  enormous 
mafs  by  which  they  were  covered  ;  and  if  the 
paflage  which  led  to  this  frightful  folitude  had 
not  been  guarded  by  one  of  Habed-il-Rou- 
man’s  companions,  it  would  have  been  filled 
up.  Habed-il-Rouman  recommended  him- 
felf  and  his  brethren  to  God  and  his  great  pro¬ 
phet,  and  preferved  the  greateft  prefence  of 
mind  amid  the  diforder  by  which  he  was  fur- 
rounded,  and  the  darknefs  in  which  he  was  in¬ 
volved.  As  he  moved,  he  perceived  that  the  ring 
on  his  finger  emitted  fome  light ;  and  he  rub- 
,bed  it,  to  endeavour  to  procure  from  it  farther 
afliftance.  At  that  inftant  the  ring  fparkled, 
and  a  fpirit,  in  human  ihape,  followed  by  four 
others,  the  firft  of  which  was  a  tyger,  the  fe- 
cond  a  fifh,  the  third  a  bird,  and  the  laft  a 
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falamander,  appeared  before  him.  “  Command 
the  four  elements,”  faid  the  fpirit ;  <c  having 
got  pofieflion  of  the  ring  of  the  great  Kokopile- 
fob,  you  are  mailers  of  them.”  “  I  wifh,” 
replied Habed-il-Rouman,  with  firmnefs,  “this 
abode  to  be  enlightened,  that  I  may  know 
where  I  am,  and  where  the  princes  my  com¬ 
panions  are.  “  Salamander,”  faid  the  fpirit, 
u  do  your  duty.”  Inftantly  the  immenfe  ca¬ 
vern  was  lighted'  with  a  thoufand  artificial 
flambeaus,  which  were  placed  in  the  cavities  of 
the  rocks,  and  the  five  princes  who  had  been 
only  a  very  little  feparated,  re-aflembled,  and 
began  to  confult  concerning  the  meafures. 
which  were  proper  to  be  taken*. 

They  prepared,  upon  the  very  fpot,  to  break: 
the  chains  of  the  princefs  of  Egypt.  Ilabed  -il— 
Rouman  lighted  a  fire,  burnt  a  perfume,, 
threw  into -it  the  feathers  with  which  he  was. 
entrufted,  and  pronounced  the  words  which- 
were  to  compleat  the  definition  of  the  en¬ 
chantment.  The  aromatics  which  were  thrown 
upon  the  flame  difFufed  an  agreeable  odour,, 
from  which  the  prince  drew  a  favourable  omen 
of  the  fuccefs  of  the  operation. 

Habed-il-Rouman  next  determined  to  caufe 
liimfelf  be  carried  back  to  the  retreat  of  the 
magician,  by  the  fame  means  by  which  he  had 
come  out.  “  What  do  you  mean  ?”  faid  the 
princes,  ((  would  we  expofe  ourfelves  to  fall: 
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a  fecond  time  into  the  hands  of  our  mercilefs 
enemy,  when  the  feathers  of  the  bird  Fejfefze 
put  it  in  our  power  to  return  each  of  us  to 
our  father's  kingdom  \  and  when  the  ring 
which  you  poflefs  has  given  you  authority 
over  the  genies  who  prefide  over  the  four  ele- 
.  ments  !”  u  Were  it  only  to  deliver  the  princefs 
of  Egypt,”  faid  Habed-il-Rouman,  “  I  would 
confider,  that  my  duty  as  a  Muflelman  called 
me  to  her  affiitance,  though  I  were  infenfible 
to  every  emotion  of  humanity  and  gratitude. 
But,  my  brethren,  the  feathers  of  the  bird  of 
Solomon,  were  made  only  to  be  of  advantage 
to  the  followers  of  the  prophet.  Kokopelifob's 
ring  befits  the  finger  only  of  a  magician,  ,and 
your  own  experience  mult  have  fufficiently  in~ 
ftru£led  you  in  the  nature  of  magic.  Though 
I  have  now  had  recourfe  to  it,  it  was  only  to 
turn  it  againft  itfelfj  and  I  fliohld  think  myfelf 
culpable,  if  in  doing  fo,  I  had  confulted  only 
my  own  intereft.  By  what  we  have  done,?*' 
continued  he,  “  judge,  brothers,  if  our  duty 
is  not  clearly  pointed  out  to  us.  We  have  got- 
pofleflion  of  the  talifman,  which  contains  the 
power  of  Maugraby,  and  we  ought, to  make 
ourfelves  mailers  of  his  life.  We  would  be 
guilty  of  a  great  crime  in  allowing  him  to  en* 
joy  it  j  fooner  or  later  divine  vengeance  would 
overtake  us,  and  perhaps  he  might  be  made 
the  inftrument  of  our  punilhment.  We  ought 
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to  deliver  all  the  unfortunate  men  who  have 
been  transformed  by  him  into  brutes,  and  de- 
ftroy  all  his  enchantments.” 

The  princes  were  afhamed  that  they  had 
not  of  themfelves  adopted  this  generous  refo- 
lution  5  and  promifed  to  the  prince  of  Syria  to 
do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  fecond  him  in 
his  undertaking.  It  was  inftantly  refolved, 
that  by.  means  of  the  feathers  of  the  bird 
Fejfefzey  they  Ihould  return  to  the  princefs  of 
Egypt.  The  feathers  were  obedient  to  the  or¬ 
ders  which  they  received,  and  carried  them 
with  the  greateft  rapidity  without  the  compafs 
of  the  cavern  which  had  been  the  theatre  of 
Yandar’s  enchantments.  The  magical  lights  by 
which  they  were  enlightened  then  gave  every 
obje<ff  its  natural  appearance.  They  were  at . 
length  arrived  at  the  opening  which  led  to  the 
country.  It  was  night.  Habed-il-Rouman 
propofed  to  fet  out  inftantly  to  the  palace  of 
Maugraby ;  and.  the  bird’s  feathers  railing 
them  into  the  air,  carried  them  forward  on 
their  journey.  At  break  of  day  they  were  at 
the  brink  of  that  fountain  into  which  they  had 
all  fix  been  plunged.  “  I  recognize  the  tree,” 
laid  the  prince  of  Damas,  on  which  my  poor 
great-grandmother  was  hanged  ;  but  there  re¬ 
mains  not  the  fmalleft  veftige  of  her  body.” 

The  fight  of  a  place  wherein  they  had  been 
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the  five  princes  who  had  been  delivered  by  Ha- 
bed-il-Rouman  in  their  hatred  and  rage  againft 
Maugraby.  But  the  prince  of  Syria  was  employ¬ 
ed  about  the  means  of  penetrating  into  the  re¬ 
treat  of  their  barbarous  enemy,  there  to  accom¬ 
pli  ill  their  revenge.  He  kindled  a  fire,burnt  per¬ 
fumes,  and  threw  into  it  the  afhes  of  the  bird’s 
heart.  The  foot  of  the  mountain  opened  to- 
allow  him  a  pafiage,  and  he  entered  it  follow¬ 
ed  by  the  princes. 

Day  was  beginning  to  appear  when  the 
princefs  of  Egypt,  from  the  heart  of  the  palace,, 
where  fhe  had  pafied  the  night  upon  her  flick, 
heard  the  ufual.noife,  which  anounced  the  vio¬ 
lence  done  to  nature  in  penetrating  into  the 
place  where  (lie  was.  Being  freed  from  her 
chains,  fhe  flew  out  of  a  window  in  the  pa¬ 
lace,  to  meet  thofe  who  arrived.  She  was  not 
afraid  of  its  being  Maugraby,  for  fhe  had  not 
the  fmalleft  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  Habed-il- 
Rouman,  to  whom  fhe  owed  her  deliverance. 
She  rofe  in  her  flight  fufhciently  high  to  be 
able  to  diflinguifh  thofe  who  came  out  of  the 
cavern.  The  princes  immediately  faw  a  bird 
flying  over  their  heads  y  but  it  was  no  new  ob¬ 
ject  to  them.  A  voice,  with  which  they  were 
all  acquainted,  feemed  to  come  from  heaven, 
and  addrefled  Habed-il-Rouman  :  “  Prince  of 
Syria,”  faid  (lie,  “  have  you  the  urn  and  the 
ring  ?”  "  I  have,”  replied  the  young  Prince,_ 
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recognizing  the  bird,  which  defcended  towards 
him.  “  In  that  cafe,”  replied  the  harra, 
clapping  its  wrings  for  joy,  u  rub  the  ring  up¬ 
on  your  finger,  and  command  the  fpirit  who 
fhall  apprar  to  bring  you  the  oldeft  and  moft 
fcabby  Iheep  in  the  flocks  belonging  to  this 
place.  We  have  a  facrifice  to  perform  ;  let  us 
go  to  the  palace,  whither  your  wants  mull 
call  you.  You  may  now  fatisfy  them  without 
uneafinefs ;  here  you  are  abfolute  mailer  5  your 
enemy  is  now  wholly  fuhjecl  to  your  power. 
You  have  in  your  bofom  the  talifman,  where¬ 
in  all  his  power  is  depofited,  and  you  will  foon 
have  that  on  which  his  life  depends.  It  was  al- 
moft  two  days  fince  the  princes  had  taken  any 
nourilhment  j  but  they  felt  fome  relu£lance  to 
feed  upon  the  flelh  of  the  animals  which  they 
beheld  around  them.  “  We  know  not,”  faid 
Habed-il-Rouman,  u  but  we  may  deprive  of 
life  fome  unfortunate  men  who  may  have  been 
transformed  into  that  (hape.  At  any  rate,  we 
run  no  danger  by  ufing  roots  and  fruits.” 
t(  You  may  make  ufe  of  all  the  birds  and  deer 
which  you  fee  here,  faid  ftfler  of  the  planets . 
They  are  really  brutes,  as  well  as  thofe  con¬ 
fined  in  the  great  aviary.  Give  orders  ei¬ 
ther  by  the  power  of  the  ring  which  is  on  your 
finger,  or  by  that  of  the  talifman  which  is  in 
your  bofom,  and  every  thing  here  will  be  obe¬ 
dient  to  you.” 
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Ilabid-il-Rouman  touched  the  urn  which 
was  in  his  bofom,  and  inftantly  a  negro  with  a 
golden  necklace  appeared.  “  Ha  !  it  is  Ilage- 
Cadahe,”  exclaimed  the  Prince  of  Tartary $ 
“  fpeak,  deteltuble  black,  who  treated  me 
with  fuch  barbarity,  how  could  your  infamous 
matter  feparate  from  you  when  you  fervedhim 
fo  faithfully  ?”  “  I  have  no  other  mafter,”  an- 
fwered  the  negro,  “  except  he  who  poflefles 
tlie  urn  to  which  I  am  fubje&ed  j  my  matter 
is  here,  and  I  am  come  to  receive  his  orders !” 
Then  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  Prince  of  Sy¬ 
ria,  “  What  are  your  commands,”  Arid  he,  to 
the  flave  of  the  afhes  of  Hal-il-Maugraby  and 
of  Yaiidar?  tc  Caufe  dinner  be  ferved  up  to 
us,*’  faid  the  Prince  of  Syria.  The  flave  obey¬ 
ed,  and  withdrew. 

At  that  inftant  the  genie  of  the  ring  brought 
an  old  fcabby  flieep,  on  which  there  did  not 
remain  a  lock  of  wool,  to  the  feet  of  Habed-iU 
Rouman.  It  was  bound  by  the  four  feet ;  one 
of  the  hinder  legs  was  fhorter  than  the  reft ; 
and  on  that  fide  the  thigh  appeared  fwelled. 
<c  Ah !  curfed  bead  !”  faid  the  genie ; 
**  though  it  was  furrounded  on  all  fides,  I 
thought  we  fhculd  never  have  caught  it.  Yan- 
dar,  by  enclofing  in  its  thigh  the  talifman 
to  which  her  fon’s  life  was  attached,  had  en¬ 
chanted  it.” 
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It  ran  forwards,  and  backwards,  on  this  fide 
and  on  that  with  equal  fwiftnefs ;  a  fly  could 
not  pafs  through  fome  places  through  which 
it  efcapcd ;  and  it  gave  fuch  blows  with  its 
head  and  feet  as  would  have  bruifed  a  piece  of 
marble.  Genie,”  faid  Habed-il-Rouman, 
fi  I  command  you  to  kill  this  animal «  I 
cannot,”  replied  the  genie,  “  you  mud  ftrike 
it  with  your  ring.”  Habed-il-Rouman  follow¬ 
ed  the  direction  of  the  genie ;  the  animal  ut¬ 
tered  a  dreadful  groan,  and  expired.  The 
Prince  of  Syria  then  touched  the  fwelled  thigh 
with  the  ring,  and  ordered  the  talifman  to  come 
out the  thigh  opened,  and  there  came  forth 
a  plate  of  gold  covered  with  magical  charact¬ 
ers.  Habed-il-Rouman  confulered  it  with  at¬ 
tention,  and  obferved  that  it  correfponded  with 
the  characters  engraved  upon  the  ring  which 
he  had  upon  his  finger. 

Finding  himfelf  at  length  matter  of  the  mon- 
fter’s  life  and  power,  he  was  going  to  hold  a 
confutation  concerning  the  meafures  which 
were  to  be  taken  to  rid  the  earth  of  him :  but 
while  he  was  explaining  his  plan,  the  ufual 
noife  and  (baking  which  preceded  the  magi¬ 
cian’s  return  to  his  palace  were  heard.  Mau- 
graby,  who  had  been  at  MoufToul,  engaged  in 
fome  of  his  ufual  undertakings,  was  informed 
of  his  difafter  by  the  infidelity  of  his  wand, 
lie  wilhed  to  command  Megine  to  do  fome- 

thing 
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thing  of  importance  for  him,  but  the  wand, 
inftead  of  turning  on  his  finger,  fell  from  his 
hand  and  was  broken.  He  was  feized  with 
terror,  and  determined  to  fly  inftantly  to 
the  centre  of  his  enchantments,  that  he 
might  confult  his  books.  His  own  power  was 
deftroyed,  but  the  means  which  he  was  going 
to  put  in  pra&ice  came  not  from  himfelf,  and 
they  would  do  him  that  fervice  which  he  re¬ 
quired.  It  was  the  feathers  of  the  bird  Tef- 
fefze  which  the  impious  wretch  dared  to 
employ,  and  conjuring  them  by  the  name  of 
Solomon,  they  inftantly  carried  him  to  the  foot 
of  the  mountain,  the  bowels  of  which  were 
compelled  to  open  by  the  ordinary  ceremony 
of  the  perfume. 

When  he  arrived  in  his  retreat,  nothing 
ftirred  to  come  to  meet  him,  not  even  Ilage- 
Cadahe,  the  moft  fubmifiive  and  timid  of  his 
Haves.  He  wifiied  to  flop  in  order  to  reflect* 
but  the  feathers  violently  carried  him  forward, 
and  threw  him  through  a  window  into  the 
middle  of  the  apartment  where  the  princes 
were  dining  and  deliberating  concerning  his 
fate.  The  princefs  was  perched  on  her  flick, 
oppofite  to  the  window;  fhe  11  w  a  horrible 
figure  fall  down  like  a  bundle,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  his  ridiculous  drefs,  difcovered  him 
by  the  lmell.  ((  It  is  our  monfler,”  exclaimed 
(he. 
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At  MoufToul  Maugraby  had  been  difguifed 
hke  an  akir  5  a  wretched  iheep’s  (kin  dripped 
ef  the  wool,  and  torn,  half  covered  his  body, 
which  was  disfigured  by  wounds,  fome  of 
which  were  dill  bleeding.  His  head  was 
covered  with  red  hair,  his  beard  was  of  the 
fame  colour  \  both  of  them  were  bridly,  and 
bedaubed  with  the  mod  loathfome  dirt.  His 
eyes  refembled  thofe  of  a  demoniac  ;  rage, 
terror,  and  defpair  were  painted  in  his  counte¬ 
nance.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  knife  which 
he  had  employed  to  mutilate  his  body,  and  he 
had  about  his  neck  the  rofary  of  the  great¬ 
grandmother,  which  he  had  appropriated  to 
himfelf,  and  of  which  he  undoubtedly  intend¬ 
ed  to  make  ufe.  We  know  not  whom  he 
meant  to  feduce  at  MoufToul,  in  this  horrible 
fhape  ;  but  he  was  then  To  frightful  that  fouls 
lefs  courageous  than  thofe  before  whom  he 
was  forced  to  appear  would  have  been  con¬ 
gealed  with  terror. 

He  had  drength  to  recover  from  his  fall, 
and  looking  at  his  wife,  whom  he  recognized, 
he  lifted,  with  a  threatening  air,  the  knife 
which  he  held  in  his  hand.  «  Feathers  of  the  bird 
Fejfefzef  faid  he,  “  1  command  you  to  carry  me 
to  this  infamous  magician .”  Habcd-il-Rouman 
arofe,  and  made  a  movement  with  his  hand  ; 
“  Spirits  of  the  ring”  cried  he,  “  chain  this  fu¬ 
rious  madman.1*  “  Ah  !  viper  !  whom  I  have 
Vol.  IV.  M  m  nourifh- 
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nourifhed,  and  treated  with  too  much  atten¬ 
tion,”  faid  the  magician,  “  it  is  you  who  have 

armed  yourfelf  againft  me.” - “  Forbear,, 

wretcli !  your  inventive,  and  ftill  more  your 
threatening,”  faid  the  prince  of  Syria,  “  the 
meafure  of  your  iniquities  is  full,  and  yyou 
ihall  now  fuffer  that  death  which  you  deferve. 
Let  the  terror  of  the  torments  whichawait  you 
be  the  beginning  of  your  punifhment  here.  Con- 
fider  how  wicked  you  are,  think  that  you  are 
going  to  fall  into  the  power  of  one  as  wicked  as 
yourfelf,  and  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  your 
iituaticn.  With  refpetf  tome,  abominable  ma¬ 
gician,  the  great  Prophet  hath  made  me  mailer 
of  your  power  and  of  your  life.”  “  I  curfe  your 
Prophet, ’’replied  Maugraby  witha  furious  tone. 
“  Spirits  of  the  ring  faid  the  Prince  of  Syria, 
with  the  greateil  calmnefs,  “  put  a  gag  in  die 
mouth  of  this  impious  wretch.  Let  him  becar- 
licd  into  the  middle  of  his  palace  court,  let  him 
be  there  bound  withfour  chains,  and  let  the  pile 
be  heaped  around  him,  by  which  he  is  to  be 
confumed  alive.  Confider  that  though  I  com- 
mand  you  by  the  ring  which  I  poffefs,  yet  it 
is  in  the  name  of  Mahomet,  and  I  will  feverely 
punifh  the  very  appearance  of  difobedience.” 

At  this  command  the  fpirits  trembling  with 
fear  on  their  own  account,  carried  off  Maugra¬ 
by,  and  went  to  bind  him  with  four  iron  chains 
to  a  fteel  poft  fixed  in  the  middle  of  the  court. 

When 
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When  the  Magician  difappeared,  Habed-il- 
Rouman  addrelled  the  princefs  of  Egypt  ; 
t€  Madam,”  faid  he,  “  is  it  not  proper  that 
we  immediately  endeavour  to  refcue  the  hu¬ 
man  creatures  who  are  in  this  place  from  op- 
preffion,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  fpe&acle  of 
their  tyrant’s  death.”  “  Prince,”  anfwered  ffier 
of  the  planets ,  u  inorder  to  deliver  what  is  here 
from  enchantment,  a  mixture  of  the  allies  of 
Maugraby,  with  thofe  which  are  contained  in 
the  urn,  is  necelFary.  Give  orders  that  he  be 
burnt  in  fuch  a  manner  that  his  aihes  (hall 
hot  be  intermixed  with  thofe  of  the  wood 
which  is  piled  around  him.  You  would, 
moreover,  be  much  embarafled  with  all  the 
people  whom  you  would  have  upon  your  hand. 
Whatever  plenty  of  provifions  we  have  at  our 
command,  we  muft  not  oblige  ourfelves  to 
fupport  this  great  army  one  day  longer  than  is 
necefTary,*  before  every  one  can  difperfe  to 
return  to  his  native  land  ;  and  the  country  is 
uninhabited  for  twenty  leagues  around  this  r- 
mountain.  Both  the  men  and  the  women  in  '* 
this  place  have  not  the  fmalleft  idea  of  the 
violence  by  which  they  were  brought  hither ; 
and  the  punishment  of  the  criminal  would 
terrify  without  inftrufting  them.  We  muft 
even  deftroy  the  enchantments  amid. which  we 
are,  before  we  open  their  eyes  to  them.  Many 
of  them,  Prince,  have  been  long  abfent  from 

M  m  2  their 


1 


412 


ARABIAN.  TALES. 


their  families  ;  they  mull  be  enabled  to  carry 
back  a  competency  to  them  j  you  have  here 
inexhaudable  treafures,  which  will  enable  you 
to  a£l  generoufly  towards  them.” 

Scarcely  had  the  Princefs  done  fpeaking 
when  the  fpirit  who  was  fubje£l  to  the  power 
of  the  ring  came  to  inform  them  that  the  pile 
was  collected.  «  Let  the  fire  be  put  to  it,’’ 
faid  Habed-il-Rouman ;  u  but  let  the  gag  by  no 
means  be  taken  from  the  mouth  of  the  cri¬ 
minal  ;  I  wilh  his  blafphemies  to  remain  con¬ 
fined  to  himfelf.,>  ((  You  will  be  obliged/' 
faid  the  Princefs,  u  to  add  to  the  fe verity  of 
his  punilhment,  by  your  prefence.  You  mud 
throw  the  talifman  to  which  his  life  is  attached 
into  the  midlt  of  the  burning  pile  :  and  I  ad- 
vife  you  alfo  to  join  the  ring  to  it.  You  mull 
dived  yourfelf  of  a  power  fo  dangerous  as  that 
which  it  confers  upon  you.  If  it  could  de- 
ftroy  the  Dom-Daniel,  I  would  perfuade  you 
to  preferve  it ;  but  that  glorious  work  is  re¬ 
ferred  for  the  powers  of  Mahomet.  Go  with 
the  princes,  your  companions  in  arms,  to  get. 
the  magician's  books,  that  he  may  fee  the  fruit 
of  his  labours  perifh  with  him  ;  and  would  to 
God  that  together  with  them  his  diabolical 
art  were  dedroyed  !” 

The  Prince  of  Syria  followed  thefe  counfels, 
which  were  dictated  by  wifdom.  The  talif¬ 
man,  books,  elixir,  indruments,  and  every. 
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tiling  which  had  been  employed  by  Maugraby 
in  his  labours  were  immediately  thrown  upon 
the  burning  pile  which  furroundcd  the  magi¬ 
cian  on  all  Tides.  But  he  was  not  deprived  of 
life  till  the  talifman  taken  from  the  thigh  of 
the  fcabbed  fheep  had  been  by  the  force  of 
fire  reduced  to  a  Hate  of  fufion.  When  the 
ring  was  diflolved,  the  palace  and  -sail  the 
buildings  which  furrounded  it  were  Teen  to 
vanifh  into  fmoke  ;  the  quadrupeds,  and  birds 
which  were  confined  in  it  iflued  forth  from  all 

*  t 

quarters,  and  mingled  with  the  deer  and  other 
wild  beads:  but  the  human  creatures,  who 
had  undergone  a  transformation,  were,  by  a 
fuperior  indinft,  Toon  gathered  around  their 
deliverers.  They  confided  of  horfes,  camels, 
elephants ;  and  there  were  feen  among  them, 
even  lions  and  tygers,  diveded  of  their  fero¬ 
city. 

The  body  of  Maugraby  was  reduced  to 
afhes ;  but  the  excelfive  heat  of  the  flames, 

prevented  them  from  approaching  to  gather 
them.  The  Egyptain  Princefs,  in  the  mean 
time,  availing  herfelf  of  her  fmall  fize  and 
agile  body,  rofe  above  this  newly-animated 
crowd,  examined  them,  and  came  andaddrefled 
Habcd-il-Rouman.  -  li  *  Prince,”  faid  die, 
“  thefe  are  the  unfortunate  beings  whom  you 
•  are  going  to  redore  to  their  country,  to  their 
families,  and  fo  to  fpeak,  to  a  new  life.  They 
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will  not  be  fo  eafily  governed  when  they  are- 
re  flored  to  their  natural  form,  as  they  appear 
to  be  at  prefent  j  but  you  are  called  by  Maho¬ 
met  and  your  liar,  to  command  them.  You. 
fee  them  waiting  here  till  the  alhes  of  the 
magician  can  be  mixed  with  thofe  of  his  father 
and  mother,  that  you  may  employ  the  mixture 
in  the  deltru&ion  of  the  enchantment  which 
degrades  them  beneath  their  proper  fpecies.  In 
the  mean  time,  till  you  can ’engage  in  this 
pleafing  work,  come  attended  with  your  com¬ 
panions,  to  dillinguifli  thole  of  which  the  ma¬ 
gician  has  by  his  violence  got  pofleflion  ;  every 
one  will  recognize  what  belongs  to  himfelf, 
and  you  (hall  be  foie  proprietor  of  what  does 
not  find  an  owner. 

The  Princes  inftantly  fet  out,  under  the 
conduct  of  the  bird,  to  the  magician’s  maga¬ 
zines,  where  the  rareft  and  richeft  goods 
were  heaped  up.  They  there  faw  collections 
of  gold  and  filver  vefi'cls,  heaps  of  purfes  con¬ 
taining  coined  gold,  veflels  made  of  precious 
ftones  full  of  diamonds  of  the  greateft  beauty, 
and  provifions  fufheient  to  enable  an  army  to 
take  the  field  “  Here,”  faid  the  princefs, 
“  are  many  objects  fufficient  to  awaken  the 
avarice  of  princes  lefs  noble  than  thofe  to 
whom  I  addrefs  myfelf.  Here  each  of  you 
will  find  fubjeCts :  it  belongs  to  the  Prince 
Habed-il-Rouman  to  give  orders  that  they 
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fhall  arrange  themfelves  under  the  command' 
of  their  proper  chiefs  the  rights  of  each  will, 
then  be  refpe&ed.  Before  we  return  to  the 
magician's  pile,,  I  will  take  my  lhare  of  the 
booty.”  The  Egyptian  Princefs,  as  Ihe  pro¬ 
nounced  thefe  words,  fixed  on  a  piece  of 
gauze,  carried  it  away  with  her  beak,  placed  it 
in  one  of  her  claws,  and  refumed  her  flight*. 
They  all  returned  to  the  place  where  the  hand¬ 
ful  of  allies  to  which  the  whole  body  of  Mau- 
graby  was  reduced  was  placed.  Hahed-il-* 
Rouman  took  pofleffion  of  it,  and  broke  the 
urn  of  gold  which  was  in  his  bofom,  in  order 
to  prepare  the  mixture.  “  It  is  not  all  over,” 
faid  the  bird,  placed  on  the  gauze  which  it 
had  carried  away.  “  Make  a  perfume,  Prince, 
throw  into  it  all  the  feathers  which  you  and 
your  companions  have  preferred  of  the  bird 
Fcffefze,  and  command  them,  in  the  name  of 
Solomon,  to  fcatter  towards  the  four  winds  of 
heaven  the  alhes  which  you  are  going  to  call 
into  the  air.’*  The  Prince  of  Syria  obeyed  ; 
and  fcarcely  were  the  allies  fcattered  when  an 
extraordinary  noife  was  heard  ;  it  was  a  cry 
of  allonilhment  uttered  by  ten  thoufand  per- 
fons,  who  had  been  unexpe&edly  reltored  to 
the  human  form. 

Habed-il-Rouman  loll  not  a  moment :  «  Sy-  * 
Tians,”  cried  he,  “  arrange  yourfelves  behind 

me. - Tartars!  there  is  your  prince; - 
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Chincfe,  here  is  yours people  of  Damas  ! 
and  of  Cinignc  !  range  yourfelves  under  your 
chiefs.”  At  this  plain  and  firm  command  the  * 
whole  crowd  were  feen  rubbing  their  eyes,  as 
if  they  had  awaked  from  a  deep  lleep,  arrang- 
*  ing  themfelves  and  obeying  the  orders  with 
extraordinary  quicknefs.  When  each  of  them 
was  in  his  place,  the  princes  informed  their 
fubje£ts  that  their  departure  was  fixed  for  to¬ 
morrow,  and  that  they  muft  hold  themfelves-  - 
in  Teadinefs.  A  fine  llir  was.  then  made. 
Every  one  ran  into  the  country  after  his  ca¬ 
mels,  his  horfes,  and  hrs  elephants  j  and  wo¬ 
men  took  by  the  hand  children  with  whom 
they  were  not  acquainted,  and  examined  their  . 
little  equipage.  In  two  hours  every  one  had 
Tecognized  what  belonged  to  him,  and  they 
were  all  reduced  to  the  mod  complete  fubor- 
dination.  They  afkcd  at  one  another  where  they 
were,  hut  none  could  give  any  anfwer.  'Ihey 
all  believed  that  they  had  come  ftnce  lait 
night  to  the  place  where  they  then  were. 

Habed-il-Rouman  became  mafter  of  thirty 
elephants,  fixty  camels,  and  a  great  number 
of  horfes  and  -mules.  Ilis  own  fubje£ts  were 
to  carry  away  the  treafures  of  Maugraby,  and 
divide  them  upon  the  beads  of  burden.  The 
women  were  to  be  placed  in  towers  upon  the 
backs  of  the  elephants,  with  the  youths  who  •  ~ 
were  too  weak  to  fupport  the  fatigue  of  the  : 

.  journey. 


ARABIAN  TALES.  417 

journey.  The  fix  princes  were  mounted  on 
ftately  deeds. 

Amid  the  general  confufion  which  prevailed, 
and  the  care  which  every  one  took  of  them- 
felves,  the  Harra  had  been  loft  fight  of.  Ha- 
bed-il-Rouman  fuddenly  perceived,  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  a  few  paces,  a  woman  covered  with 
a  veil  from  head  to  foot,  fitting  upon  the 
earth,  and  leaning  on  a  tree.  He  drew  near* 
and,  after  addrefling  her,  enquired'  who  (he 
was.  “  I  am  a  poor  Egyptian,”  anfwered  the 
woman.  At  thefe  few  words  the  Prince  re¬ 
cognized  the  voice,  and  intended  to  call  his 
companions,  that  they  might  pay  to  her  that 
homage  and  refpeCt  which  was  due.  “  Great 
princefs !”  faid  he “ T  am  nothing,”  an¬ 
fwered  (he ;  "  my  difobedience  has  deprived 
me  of  my  claim  to  the  crown,  and,  what  is 
{till  more  afflicting,  to  paternal  afFeCtion.  I 
was  from  choice  the  wife  of  Maugraby  ;  I  dare 
not  lift  my  eyes  to  heaven,  nor  look  upon  the 
earth  without  confufion  of  face  ;  (hame  is  my 
portion,  and  repentance  my  refource.  Ge¬ 
nerous  Prince,  though  I  have  failed  in  every 
inltance  of  my  duty,,  and  am  now  in  want  of 
every  thing,  dare  to  become  my  fupport: 
place  me  upon  one  of  thefe  elephants  with 
women  whom  my  company  cannot  debafe  j. 
proteCt  the  Egyptians  who  may  be  in  this 
place  :  I  am  wholly  devoted  to  my  benefactor, 

and; 
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and  am  no  longer  any  thing  to  Egypt.  I  wifh 
my  father  could  ever  be  ignorant  of  the  dread¬ 
ful  lot  which  I  have  carved  ont  to  myfelf :  hut 
1  have  left  him  -blinded  with  idolatry ;  and  I 
mud  go  and  lead  a  penitent  life  at  Mecca, 
until  I  have  obtained  from  the  :great  Prophet 
the  favour  of  being  able  to  refcue  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  but  Tefpedtable  author  of  my  days  from 
thofe  abominable  errors  into  which  he  is 
plunged.” 

Habed-il-Rouman  fhed  tears  at  this  dif- 
courfe.  This  young  Prince  had  never  been 
acquainted  with  any  woman  but  the  Queen 
his  mother,  and  he  was  a  total  ftranger  to  the 
paffion  of  love.  The  account  which  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  princefs  had  given  of  her  adventures  had 
not  only  called  forth  his  efteem,  but  alfo  in- 
fpired  him  with  a  tender  concern  for  her  in- 
tereiit.  The  wifdom,  theknowledge,  and  the 
prudence  of  which  {he  had  lately  given  re¬ 
peated  proofs,  had  {till  increafed  the  affedtion 
which  he  had  conceived  for  her.  In  fliort, 
without  having  feen  her,  and  without  know¬ 
ing  her,  he  was  already  paflionately  in  love 
with  her.  “  Great  Princefs  !”  faid  he,  “  do 
you  doubt  that  *  you  are  not  abfolute  fovereign 
of  every  thing  in  this  place  ?  When  this  peo¬ 
ple  {hall  have  recovered  from  their  aftoniih-- 
ment  do  you  fuppofe  that  we  will  let  them  re-  * 
main  ignorant  of  the  tribute  of  gratitude 
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which  is  due  tp  you,  or  that  any  of  us  caa 
for  a  moment  depart  from  thofe  duties  which 
fuch  a  fentiment  prescribes.  The.  tower, 
wherein  you  (hall  be  placed,  will  become  the 
object  of  our  fincereft  homage,,  and.  of  our 
moil  attentive  regard.  With  us  your  withes 
will  have  the  force  of  commands,  and  our 
obedience  (hall  be  unequalled.” 

“  Alas  !  prince,”  anfweredJ/£/?tr  of  the  pla - 
nets,  “  confider  that  you  fpeak  to  a  perfon, 
who,  yielding  to  an '  extravagant  paflion, 1  has 
forgotten  the  molt  facred  of  all  duties.”  The 
niore  the  Princefs  humbled  herfelf,  the  more 
exalted  did  the  appear  in  the  eyes  of  Habed-il- 
Rouman.  The  young  prince,  however,  did 
not  allow  a  growing  paflion  to  divert  him  from 
his  duty.  Being  the  chief  of  a  kind  of  army, 
he  mull  beftow  great  attention  on  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  order,  the  regulation  of  the  march, 
and  the  providing  for  their  wants.  The  aflies 
of  the  bird,  he  knew,  would  force  the  moun¬ 
tain  to  open  a  paflage  for  him,  but  he  could 
not  conceive  how  the  elephants,  loaded  with 
their  towers,  could  enter  the  vaults  with  which 
he  was,  acquainted.  He  hoped  every  thing 
from  the  goodnefs  of  Solomon,  and  flattered 
himfelf  that  this  great  prophet  would  favour 
the  means  by  which  he  intended  to.  facilitate 
the  deliverance  of  the  numerous  caravan 
which  had  been  preferred  by  fo  many  prodi¬ 
gy 
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gies.  He  held  a  conference  concerning  it  with 
ffer  of  the  planetSf  before  (he  went  to  enjoy 
repofe  in  her  tower.  The  prince  of  Syria 
communicated  to  her  another  obfervation 
which  he  had  made.  The  temperature  of  the 
climate  they  were  in  was  greatly  altered  \  the 
heat  was  become  much  fnore  violent  5  the 
clouds  of  fand,  which,  till  then,  had  been 
fupported  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  were 
driven  by  violent  winds  into  the  plain,  and 
'made  it  fo  fterile  that  the  animals  which  were 
there  a  Hem  bled  would  perifh  for  want  of  nou- 
rifliment.  He  mu  ft  therefore  leave  them  a  way 
of  efcaping  from  a  place  which  was  no 
longer  habitable. 

While  he  was  engaged  in  thefe  ideas  the 
night  parted  away,  and  the  found  of  warlike 
inftruments  which  was  heard  in  the  fix  little 
camps,  announced,  at  break  of  day,  that  every 
thing  was  in  motion  for  their  departure.  He 
appeared,  and  the  body,  which  was  compofed 
of  Syrians,  and  commanded  by  Habed-il-Rou- 
man,  formed  the  van,  and  advanced.  The 
prince  rode  forward  in  full  gallop,  that  he 
might  force  the  mountain  to  open,  with¬ 
out  having  any  witnefles  of  his  labour.  The 
little  army  which  followed  him  were  terrified 
at  the  violent  lhaking  of  the  earth  which  they 
felt  *,  but  their  fears  were  foon  difpelled  by 
-the  princes,  who  were  prefent  through  every 

rank. 


ARABIAN  TALES. 


4 11 


rank.  They  themfelves,  however,  were  great¬ 
ly  furprifed  at  one  thing,  namely,  the  clouds 
of  fand  which  fell  from  the  top  of  the  moun¬ 
tains.  The  animals  of  the  country  were  fore 
afraid,  and  followed  the  troop. 

The  prince  of  Syria  commanded  the  earth 
to  open  a  convenient  paflage  $  his  command 
was  obeyed  ;  and  no  obftacle  was  met  with, 
even  in  the  darknefs.  They  at  length  arrived 
at  the  brink  of  the  fountain,  formerly  fo  terri¬ 
ble,  and  while  they  were  refrefhing  them¬ 
felves,  Habed-il-Rouman,  in  the  name  of 
Solomon,  forbad  the  earth  to  clofe,  that  a 
free  paflage  might  be  left  to  the  animals  which 
followed  the  army. 

The  road  which  the  princes  took  led  to  the 
frontiers  of  the  kingdom  of  Tablet.  They 
had  to  crofs  a  defart  twenty  leagues  in  extent, 
before  they  met  with  the  habitations  of  men  j 
and  after  that,  they  could  arrive  in  three  days 
at  Nareka,  the  capital  of  the  country,  where 
the  fovereign  refided.  They  accomplilhed  this 
paflage  in  five  days,  without  meeting  any  op- 
pofition.  The  King  of  Tafilet  was  informed 
of  the  arrival  of  the  molt  numerous  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  caravan  which  had  ever  appeared 
in  his  dominions.  Oificers  were  fent  to  meet 
them:  Habed  il-Rouman  loaded  the  meflen- 
gers  with  prefen ts,  requiring  them  to  afk  per- 
miflion  to  encamp  his  troops,  and  depofit  the 
Vol.  IV.  N  n  merchan- 
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merchandife  which  they  efcorted,  without  the 
walls  of  the  capital.  The  Princes  agreed  to 
fay  that  they  came  from  the  kingdom  of  Tom- 
but,  and  were  travelling  to  the  fea-coaft,  there 
to  take  (hipping.  The  appearance  of  the 
chief,  and  that  of  the  Princes  who  afiifted  him 
in  receiving  the  King’s  meflengers  commanded 
refpe<fl,  and  the  magnificent  armour  worn  by 
all  thofe  who  were  able  to  carry  arms,  gave 
them  a  high  idea  of  the  troop.  Tame  ele¬ 
phants,  with  towers  on  their  backs,  were 
quite  a  new  fight  to  a  people  who  had  been 
accuftomed  to  fee  them  only  in  the  ftate  of  na¬ 
ture. 

When  they  arrived  at  Nareka,  the  princes 
went  to  pay  their  refpe£ls  to  the  monarch,  to 
whom  they  gave  no  other  account  but  that 
they  were  travelling  for  their  inftru£lion,  under 
the  direction  of  the  mod  enlightened  among 
them.  This  declaration  was  accompanied  and 
confirmed  by  the  moll  magnificent  prefents. 
After  relting  for  fome  days  they  renewed  their 
journey,  and  arrived  at  the  fea-lhore,  where 
every  one  found  veflels  for  himfelf  and  his 
followers.  It  was  time  to  feparate  ;  but  Ha- 
bed-il-Rouman  previoufly  loaded  his  compa¬ 
nions  with  riches,  and  difFufed  his  benefits 
among  all  thofe  to  whom  he  thought  them  ne- 
cefTiry.  The  wife  and  charitable  Si/ter  of  the 
Planets  had  entered  into  details  which  enabled  | 
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him  to  underftand  the  fituation  of  all  thofe  who* 
com po fed  the  caravan  ;  fhe  had  anticipated 
every  thing.  Conftantly  covered  with  her  veil, 
fhe  directed  the  prince  of  Syria  in  his  a£fcs  of 
beneficence,  and  procured  him  a  thoufand  en¬ 
joyments  in  the  pra&ife  of  this  virtue.  Thefe 
were  greatly  heightened  by  the  confidera- 
tion  that  they  enabled  him  to  (how  himfelf 
wTorthy  of  her  efteem,  which  he  was  become- 
anxious  to  obtain. 

The  princes  feparated  with  great  demonftra- 
tions  of  affe&ion  for  one  another,  and  promif- 
ed  to  (hew  it  upon  every  occafion.  They  em¬ 
barked  for  the  dominions  of  their  feveral  fa¬ 
thers,  where  a  very  agreeable  furpiife,  and 
even  a  revolution  in  the  manner  of  thinking, 
would  be  produced  by  their  return,  and  by 
the  events  which  they  had  to  relate.  'But  we 
cannot  profecute  their  fortunes  any  farther ; 
for  the  hiftory  and  adventures  of  the  Prince 
of  Syria  is  the  object  which  we  have  at  prefent 
particularly  in  view.  „ 

As  he  was  under  no  neceflity  of  avoiding 
expence,  he  foon  purchafed  twelve  veflels  fo? 
the  embarkation  of  his  troop.  Of  all  the  ani¬ 
mals  which  had  been  in  the  retinue  of  his  lit¬ 
tle  army,  he  referved  only  the  elephant  on 
which  the  princefs  was  mounted,  and  his  own 
horfe.  He  had  a  prosperous  voyage ;  and  foon 
reached  the  coaft  of  Syria.  As  foon  as  Ha- 
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bed-il-Rouman  had  landed  in  the  dominions  of 
his  father,  he  difpatched  a  Syrian  of  diflinc- 
tion  with  a  letter  announcing  his  arrival  to  his 
parents,  lell  a  furprifc  fliould  be  accompanied 
with  too  violent  an  effe£f. 

The  connection  of  events  has  carried  us  fb 
far  from  the  court  of  Syria,  that  after  having 
feen  Habed-il*I\alib  and  Elmenour  plunged 
into  diltrefs  by  the  carrying  away  of  their  fon, 
we  have  not  been  able  to  take  a  look  of  what 
had  fince  happened.  We  would  have  feen 
many  tears  filed  ;  but  the  advices  of  the  clieik, 
who  was  governor  of  Habed-il-Rouman,  pre¬ 
vented  the  affeCtionate  parents  from  giving 
way  to  defpair. 

He  advifed  the  fovereign  to  order  public 
prayers  to  be  offered  up,  and  every  moment  of 
the  day  and  night  a  Muffulman  was  proftrat- 
ed  in  the  great  mofque  to  invoke  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  Mahomet  for  the  young  unfortunate 
prince.  “  Sire,”  faid  the  virtuous  Cheik, 
(i  Zatanai'  has  very  great  power  on  earth  at 
certain  hours  ;  you  muft,  by  continual  oppo- 
fition,  take  care  that  he  have .  not  a  Angle 
hour  to  employ  in  injuring  your  fon,  and  thus 
you  will  triumph  over  him.  The  king  him- 
felf  fpent  a  third  part  of  the  day  in  the  great 
mofque  ;  and  Elmenour  would  willingly  have 
remained  there  day  and  night  to  watch  in- 
ceffantly  for  the  fake  of  her  fon. 
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Every  thing  was  in  this  fituation  at  the  Sy¬ 
rian  court,  and  nothing  had  brought  any  miti¬ 
gation  to  their  forrow,  when  the  jefter  of  the 
court,  at  the  very  moment  when  his  nofe  was 
expofing  him  to  be  laughed  at  in  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  manner,  fuddenly  felt  the  enormous 
wart  vanifh  by  which  it  was  disfigured.  Every 
one  was  aftonifhed  at  the  event ;  and  the  re¬ 
port  of  it  reached  the  old  cheik,  who  went  in- 
dandy  to  the  king.  “  Sire,”  faid  he,  “  one  in¬ 
dance  of  profperity  is  always  followed  by' 
others.  Maugraby  had  truly  afflicted  your 
eunuch  by  disfiguring  him  in  fuch  a  manner  t: 
the  malice  of  this  abominable  perfon  mud  ne-  ** 
cefTarily  be  per  fevering,  but  one  of  its  efTe&s, 
has  now  ceafed,  and  I  prefage  the  complete 
dedruftion  of  his  power.  Let  us  go  to  the 
mofque  to  return  thanks. 

In  a  month  after  thi^Habed-il-Kalib  receiv¬ 
ed. a  letter  from  his  fon.  Four  thoufand  horle- 
men  were  inftantly  ordered  to  go  to  meet  the 
prince  Habed-il-Rouman.  The  weeds  of 
mourning  were  laid  afide  in  the  palace,  and: 
in  the  city  ;  Elmenour  was  tranfported  with 
joy ;  her  father,  the  ancient  vizier,  wifhed  to, 
take  the  command  of  the  detachment  of  the 
guard,  and  the  old  cheik  prepared  to  accom¬ 
pany  him,  riding  at  his  eafe  upon  a  camel. 
The  new  efcort  which  was  fent  to  the  Prince 
of  Syria  was  adonifhed  at  the  good  order  in* 
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which  they  faw  his  little  troop  arrive.  The 
Prince  himfelf,  mounted  on  a  beautiful  horfe, 
rode  before,  and  made  himfelf  be  diftinguilh- 
cd  from  the  reft.  He  came  to  throw  himfelf 
into  the  arms  of  his  grandfather  and  his  gover¬ 
nor,  and  they  all  fet  out  together  to  the  ca¬ 
pital. 

The  people  left  it  in  crowds  to  meet  the 
heir  apparent,  and  marched  before  him 
uttering  exclamations  of  joy,  and  ftrew- 
ing  with  flowers  the  road  which  conduced 
him  to  the  palace.  On  his  arrival  there,  he 
was  received  by  Habed-il-Kalib  and  Elmen- 
our,  as  the  foie  obje£f  of  their  aflfe£lion,  who* 
had  been  reftored  to  them  by  a  particular 
favour  from  Heaven.  A  mutual  flood  of  tears 
of  joy  and  affection  was  poured  forth. 

Habed-il-Rouman  found  an  opportunity  of 
perfuading  his  mother  to  fend  the  chief  eu¬ 
nuch  with  a  letter  to  meet  the  Frincefs  o£ 
Egypt,  and  befought  her  to  receive  her  into* 
her  own  apartment,  and  to  treat  her  as  the 
perfon  to  whom,  next  to  God  and  Mahomet,, 
he  owed  his  deliverance.  Having  entered; 
the  palace,  he  related,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
vizier  and  the  cheik,  his  own  hiftory  and 
that  of  the  engaging  Sifter  of  the  Planets .  The 
fountain  of  tears  was  again  opened,  which  over¬ 
flowed  by  turns  from  compaflion,  fear,  and  fen- 
fibility..  The  arrival  of  the  Princefs  was  an^ 
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nounccd  ;  Elmenour  ran  to  meet  her,  and  im¬ 
mediately,  conduced  her,  according  to  herdefire, 
to  the  apartment  which  was  deftined  for  her. 

Sijler  of  the  Planets  laid  afide  her  veil  for  the 
firft  time  fince  Ihe  had  affirmed  it  on  the 
fummits  of  Mount  Atlas.  She  had  not  even 
allowed  herfelf  to  be  feen  by  the  Syrian  wo¬ 
men  whom  Habed-il*Rouman  had  appointed 
to  attend  her  •,  for  Ihe  wilhed  to  avoid  even 
the  noife  which  her  extraordinary  beauty 
might  excite.  Elmenour  embraced  her  with 
affection,  and  remained  in  aftonilhment  at 
her  charms.  <(  Ah!,  madam,”  faid  the 
Princefs,  “  bellow  no  encomiums  on  what 
has  been  the  caufe  of  my  ruin.  Without  this 
fatal  gift  I  Ihould  have  continued  in  fubje&ion 
to  my  father,  refpe&ed  and  virtuous.  Ifhould' 
have  been  the  daughter  of  a  king,  and  deftined 
one  day  to  reign  myfelf,  but  now  I  am  the  guilty 
widow  of  a  monfter,  devoted  for  the  remainder 
of  my  life  to  forrow  and  repentance,  and  forc¬ 
ed  to  renounce  every  thing  except  prayer  and 
retirement.  Favour  me,  Madam,  I  befeech 
you,”  continued  this  inconfolable  beauty,  “  by 
giving  me  one  of  your  couriers,  that  I  may 
fend  a  letter  to  my  father,  and  implore  his  for-r 
givenefs.  Nothing  but  the  honour  of  your, 
protection  could  have  excited  me  to  fo  bold, 
a  ftep  ;  and  I  cannot  take  it  too  foon  to  re¬ 
lieve  my  heart  from  the  heavieft  of  all  bur¬ 
dens,” 
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,  dens.**  Elmenour  was  greatly  affected  ;  {he- 
engaged  to  do  every  thing  which  the  Princefs 
fhould  require  from  her,  and  even  anticipated 
her  wiihes.  Relying  on  this  affurance,  the 
Princefs  alked  permiflion  to  write  immediately  * 
to  her  father. 

To  the  King  of  Egypt . 

u  Sire,  A  difobedient  Have,  who  is  no* 
more  worthy  to  be  called  your  daughter,  claims, 
your  compaflion.  Hct  misfortunes  having  open¬ 
ed  her  eyes  to  her  duty,  (he  has  become  a  Ma¬ 
hometan.  By  the  fignal  protection  of  the  great 
Prophet,  (whofe  tomb  I  beg  your  permiffion* 
to  viiit,)  I-  have  been  delivered  from  the  mif- 
fortunes  which  I-  had  brought  upon  myfelf.  It 
was  raviflied  from  you,  Sire,  with  my  own< 
fatal  and  criminal  confent,  by  a  magician*  the- 
nod  abominable  monfter  upon  earth,  with  • 
whom  the  infamous  God  Baal  was  an  accom¬ 
plice.  I  have  had  occafion  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  falfe  divinities  of  his  kind, 
with  their  favourites  and  minifters.  The  apo¬ 
logy  I  plead  for  prefuming  to  write  to  you. 
is,  that  I  could  think  of  no  other  method  of  put¬ 
ting  you  on  your  guard  againft  thofe  who  have- 
ruined  me,  and  who  wi(h  likewife  to  ruin* 
you.  If  the  magician  whom  you  appoint¬ 
ed  for  my  governefs  re-appears,  caufe  her  to  be 
burnt,  together  with,  the  image  of  her  god.  E 
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write  to  you,  father,  from  the  court  of  Syria, 
where  I  am  received  with  the  greateft  kind- 
nefs  by  the  King  and  Queen.  There  I  wait 
your  orders  *,  helitate  not,  I  befeech  you,  to  get 
an  Alcoran  ;  in  this  book  alone  is  the  truth 
contained  5  thofe  of  your  priefts  are  full  of 
import ures.  One  line  of  this  book  has  deliver¬ 
ed  your  guilty  daughter  from  a  torment  of 
which  it  is  impolhble  to  form  any  idea.  It  is 
this,  (and  would  to  God  you  could  read  it 
with  truft  and  conviction  !)  There  is  only  one 
God ,  and  Mahomet  is  his  Prophet . 

Si/ler  of  the  Planets  delivered  this  letter  to 
Elmenour ;  the  beautiful  queen  and  Habed-il- 
Kalib  joined  to  it  their  own,  and  a  meffenger 
was  difpatched  to  the  King  of  Egypt.  In 
the  mean  time,  every  preparation  was  mak¬ 
ing  at  Thedmor  for  the  pilgrimage  of  the  Prin- 
cefs  of  Egypt.  Ten  thoufand  chofen  horfemen 
were  ordered  to  accompany  her,  and  Habed-il- 
Rouman,  induced  by  his  private  devotion,  and 
by  a  fentiment  of  refpeCt,  and  at  the  fame  time 
of  affeCtion,  for  a  woman  whofe  face  he  had 
never  feen,  and  which  he  never  expeCted  to  fee, 
courted  the  honour  of  being  placed  at  the  head 
of  this  efcort. 

Elmenour  was  better  acquainted  with  the 
ft  ate  of  her  fon’s  heart  than  he  was  himfelf ; 
and  fo  many  charms  did  fhe  find  in  the  en¬ 
chanting  Sijler  of  the  Planets ,  that  fhe  could  not 
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blame  his  paffion  ;  but  (he  was  afraid  her  fon 
would  not  be  able  to  divert  the  Princefs  from 
her  refolution  of  devoting  herfelf  to  a  penitent 
life.  “  Ah  !  madam, }>  faid  {he,  w  would  you 
bury  yourfelf  alive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  ? 
Would  you  deprive  the  world  of  its  brighteft 
ornament  ?  Would  you  rob  the  King  of  Egypt, 
who  is  fo  fortunate  in  having  found  you  again, 
when  he  fuppofed  that  you  wa9  loft  for  ever, 
of  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing  you  placed  upon  a 
throne  which  you  were  born  to  inherit  ?  You 
pafs  too  rigorous  a  judgment  on  yourfelf. 
Your  youth  and  inexperience,  joined  to  the 
almoft  invincible  force  of  the  fupernatural 
means  employed  for  your  fedu&ion  all  tend  to. 
your  juftification.,>  “  No,  madam,”  anfwer- 
ed  the  Princefs,  “  though  I  could  believe 
what  you  tell  me,  I  would  tremble  to  appear 
as  unworthy  in  your  eyes  as  I  do  in  my 
own.  I  fucked  in  with  pleafure  the  poifon 
which  was  infufed  into  my  heart.  I  dreaded 
the  ferious  difpofition  of  the  hufband  whom 
the  king  my  father  wifhed  me  to  marry,  though 
I  knew  the  excellent  choice  which  he  had  made 
for  the  government  of  his  people.  In  fliort, 
madam,  while  I  delivered  myfelf  to  my  raviflier, 
my  blood  revolted  in  my  veins  in  behalf  of  my 
father,  and  yet  I  paid  no  attention  to  this 
fupernatural  warning.  I  delivered  myfelf  up  to 
magic  and  a  magician,  difregarding  thofe  wife 
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advices  which  were  given  me  in  a  dream,  and  a 
fecret  impulfe  which  led  me  to  diftruft  him. 
The  ignorant  have  a  claim  to  be  excufed  ;  but 
I  have  none.  The  ufe  I  have  made  of  the 
gifts  of  nature,  and  the  afliftance  which 
I  received  from  Heaven,  now  produce  in  me 
great  fhame  and  confufion  of  face.  Befides, 
can  there  be  a  prince  upon  earth,  poflefled  of 
any  elevation  of  foul,  who  would  wifh  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  hand  of  Maugraby’s  widow,  the  wo¬ 
man  who  married  guilt  itfelf  ?”  ts  Ah  !  Ma¬ 
dam, faid  Elmenour,  “  give  me  that  fair 
hand  that  I  may  place  it  on  my  heart.  If  all 
men  would  examine  themfelves  as  you  do, 
there  would  be  little  to  be  dreaded  from  the 
judgment  of  Heaven.” 

Every  thing  was  in  motion  at  Thedmor  for 
the  departure  of  the  illuftrious  pilgrim.  An 
innumerable  crowd  was  to  increafe  her  train ; 
the  Syrians  who  had  efcaped  from  the  hands 
of  Maugraby,  by  the  powerful  aid  of  Ma¬ 
homet,  accompanied  her  from  duty,  and  fifty 
thoufand  fubjefts  of  the  Syrian  King  from  gra¬ 
titude  to  the  benefactor  who  had  reftored  to 
them  their  amiable  Prince.  The  report 
which  was  fpread  in  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
tries  concerning  the  beautiful  Princefs,  and 
the  fecurity  of  an  efcort,  commanded  by 
the  only  fon  of  a  powerful  King,  prefented  an 
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excellent  opportunity  to  devout  MufTulmen, 
and  attracted  pilgrims  from  all  quarters.  But 
there  arrived  one  of  much  greater  importance, 
namely,  the  King  of  Egypt  himfelf.  This 
fovereign,  ever  fince  the  carrying  away  of  his 
daughter,  an  event  which  to  him  had  ap¬ 
peared  inconceivable,  was  overwhelmed  with 
diftrefs  at  the  lofs  of  a  child  who  was  fo  dear 
to  him.  He  had  confulted  the  priefts  of  the 
idol,  and  they  had  in  vain  allured  him  that 
nothing  could  be  more  fortunate  for  him,  fince  . 
he  ought  to  confider  his  daughter  as  fallen  into 
the  power  of  the  God  himfelf,  and  admitted 
to  all  the  honour  and  felicity  which  his  favour¬ 
ites  enjoyed.  An  inward  feeling  made  him 
reject  this  perfuafion  ;  and  this  difpofition  of 
foul  was  continually  kept  alive  by  dreams. 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined  what  effedt  his 
daughter’s  letter  produced  upon  this  monarch. 
The  fir  fl  emotion  which  he  felt  at  finding  her 
again  w'as  that  of  joy  ;  but  Ihe  confelfed  her- 
felf  guilty ;  die  had  been  carried  away  by  a 
ravilher,  and  Baal  had  been  his  accomplice  ; 
and  being  betrayed  by  her  governefs,  (he  had 
fallen  into  a  dreadful  calamity  from  which  Ihe 
had  been  delivered  by  a  fingle  line  of  the  Alco¬ 
ran.  This  line  he  read  again  and  again  ;  “  all 
Afia,’^;  laid  he,  “  is  fubjedted  to  the  religion 
of  Mahomet,  which  declares  that  there  is  on¬ 
ly  one  God.  Baal  mult  be  only  a  creature 
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of  the  imagination.— -What  do  I  fay  ?  a  crea* 
ture  of  the  imagination  participates  not  in 
crimes*  Thefe  reflections  threw  him  into  a 
ftrange  perplexity,  after  reading  the  letter,  he 
pafled  on  to  the  difpatches  which  he  received 
from  the  Syrian  king  and  queen,  who  congra¬ 
tulated  themfelves  in  having  been  able  to  pre- 
ferve  a  treafure  of  ’beauty,  knowledge,  pru¬ 
dence,  and  virtue.  This  treafure  was  the 
charming  Sifter  of  the  Planets  :  (he  was  his 
daughter  for  whom  an  efcort  was  preparing 
worthy  of  her  birth  and  rank  ;  the  monarch 
was  afraid  to  indulge  his  own  ideas.  One  re- 
fource,  however,  remained  to  him,  to  inter¬ 
rogate  the  meflenger  who  had  brought  him 
the  letter.  From  him  he  learned  that  the 
Ptincefs  had  arrived  in  Syria,  having  been  de¬ 
livered  by  the  grace  of  God  and  his  Prophet, 
together  with  Habed-il-Rouman  and  three 
thoufand  Syrians,  from  the  prifons  in  which, 
they  had  been  confined  by  a  magician  called 
Maugraby,  who  was  the  Have  and  favourite  of 
all  the 'demons  in  hell.  The  fovereign  wTas 
fo  anxious  and  uneafy  that  he  could  (lay  no  lon¬ 
ger  a»  Mailer ;  he  called  his  nephew  who  was 
deltined  to  fucceed  him,  and  who  then  per¬ 
formed  the  fundions  of  the  grand  vizier ;  the 
king  had  married  him  to  one  of  his  relations, 
and  gave  him  the  fulled  confidence.  He  com-, 
municated  to  him  all  thefe  accounts,  and  the 
Vql.  IV.  O  o  ddVn 
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defign  which  he  had  formed  of  going  directly 
to  Syria.  Preparations  were  foon  made,  and 
the  journey  was  undertaken  with  the  greateft 
difpatch. 

Sifter  of  the  Planets ,  in  (lead  of  receiving  an 
anfwer  to  her  letter,  beheld  the  King,  her  fa¬ 
ther,  arrive  in  perfon  ;  and  their  afFe<fting  in¬ 
terview  was  witnefled  by  the  King  and  Queen 
of  Syria.  The  guilty  fair  one  had  much  lefs 
difficulty  in  finding  favour  with  her  father 
than  with  herfelf.  He  embraced  her  with 
tranfports  of  afFe<flion,  and  concluded  with  im¬ 
puting  all  her  faults  to  himfelf.  He  defired 
with  the  greateft  eagernefs  to  fee  Habed-ii- 
Rouman,  to  whom  his  daughter  was  under 
io  many  obligations.  Sijler  of  the  Planets  ap¬ 
peared  before  the  young  prince  for  the  firft  time, 
without  her  veil.  As  he  entered,  fhe  caft  down 
her  eyes  ;  and  the  blufhes  which  were  ditfufed 
over  the  faces  of  them  both,  {hewed  that  though 
their  lips  had  not  revealed  their  inward  fenti- 
ments,  yet  their  hearts  had  for  a  long  time  un- 
derftood  one  another. 

The  King  of  Egypt  loaded  the  young  Prince 
with  carefFes,  and  completed  the  joy  of  liis 
charming  daughter  by  announcing  himfelf  as 
a  follower  of  the  caravan  which  was  about  to 
fet  out  for  Mecca.  The  pilgrimage  to  Mecca 
is  a  very  ferious  a£f,  and  many  kinds  of  virtues 
are  attached  to  it.  The  beautiful  Piincefs  of 
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Egypt  was  there  cured  of  her  exceflive  fcru- 
pies  concerning  a  new  engagement,  and  (he 
determined  to  liften  to  the  vows  of  Habed,  her 
companion  in  devotion.  She  no  doubt  a£ted 
very  properly,  for  (lie  had  had  fufficient  time 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  pilgrim. 


exd  of  the  fourth  and  last  volume. 


